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By John Emerson

MONTICELLO — Whether or
not Monticello village trustees are
changing the village's form of gov-
ermment without a referendum is
open to debale, but there is no ques-
tion that Mayor Gary Sommers has
assumed the village manager’s job —
and his paycheck will prove it.
Monday night, trustees gave
Sommers a $12,000 raise for assum-
ing the Village Manager's duties for
more than a year. Deputy Mayor
Monis Brafman directed the board’s
discussion of the issue because
Sommers removed himself from
both the debate and the podium dur-
ing the debate.

The vote approving the raise was
3-1 with trustee Michael Levinson
casting the lone dissenting vote.

“I don't think anyone can under-
stand the frustration 1 have had in
trying to get the right person to sit
behind this [the village manager’s]
desk,”  said  trustee  David
Rosenberg. “What may appear to be
foot dragging is really not.
{Sommers] has been doing an out-
standing job as the manager, and [
e think the money is long overdue. |
i think to get this for $12,000 a year
is a bargain.”

Sommers has been acting as the
I village’s chief administrative officer
] since last year when he and two
other board members fired former
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i village manager Cheryl Shiber on~ e =

e o June 1. Earlier this year on January : : : .

2 28, Middletown Alderman Jay SHARING THE BLESSINGS: Pastor Bob Paquet (left) and Pastor Steve K
e B8 Dwyer took over as village manag- tion of the food The Blessing Food Pantry has to offer needy families.

cr but resigned after less than -a
week on'the job.

ke ‘The Blessing’ of Sullivar

excluded from the count. The

o e vieze mngers ot | Churches Partner to Provide Food

and the comparatively low salary

i _ |the village offers for the job has led | By Rob Potter s :
P to redeftning the position as primar- HANKINS — Thanks to three local  diligently to create The Blessing and = “Ou
i1 ily an economic development offi- | pastors and some dedicated volunteers  keep it going are Pastor Steve Knut-  this arg
cer father than a’village manager. in their churches, needy families have  sen, Pastor Bob Paquet and Rev. Keith  help it,
Currently, the village is advertis- another place to turn to get necessary  Peters. Knutsen serves the Callicoon He
ing for an economic development | putritious food. "~ Parish - which includes the Methodist  workin)
- officer at a salary of about $25,000 Since May, The Blessing Food Churches in Callicoon, Hankins and  area

per year, the same amount that is Pantry has been open at the Hankins ~Narrowsburg, while Paquet serves the — needs
listed in the budget for the village |  Assembly of God. The pantry is a  Hankins Assembly of God and Peters  Blesst
manager's position. Whether the |, member of the Regional Food Bank of  ministers at Acts 1:8 in Cochecton and - does s

position is truly managerial in.| . Northeastern New York and has been Hope Ministries in Kenoza Lake. organiz

 nature may be the determining fac- | - - approved for participation in the  Since opening only three months . Unite
: tor in whether the village is chang- |  regional food bank’s USDA govern- ago, The Blessing has provided over = {IOU 1
% ing its form of government.- -~ | ment surplus food progran.- - — . -~ 10,000 Ibs. of food to 240 needy .. while ’
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Continued from front page

Under state law, a village man-
ager is given broad authority to act
~on the village's behalf and i legally

TCSponSible 10T actions taken 1n
many areas. The mayor and trustees
may set policy, but it is the manager
who is responsible for carrying
those policies forward.

Now, with the formalized

dppointment of Sommers as tempo--
rary village manager and the appar-

ent change in the duties, the village

seems to be operating as a de facto

mayor/council form of government,

That form of government invests

powers with the mavor as the chief

executive officer. Such a change is

subject to public referendum and

must be approved by the voters,

“ | according to state law.
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