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PRE F ACE.

In 1853, Lotan Smith, president of the Agricultural Society
of Sullivan County, under the auspices of the State, wrote what
he termed a Hist-ory of Sullivan County. It was expected that
it would be inserted in the Transactions of the State Agricnltural
Society; but the gentlemen who controlled the publication of
that work rejected l\Ir. Smith's manuscript, ant! returned it to
its author, with a chapter on the Geology and another on the
Climate of the county, which had been prepared by Professor
Antisell.

Soon after this occurred, Billings Grant Childs, a young
gentleman of fair literary qualifications, announced that he had
assumed the task of writing a hist-ory of Sullivan. For a time,
as he had opportunity, he collected material for the proposed
volume; but after writing a chapter on the town of Liberty,
which covered ten manuscript pages, became weary of tho task.
He then made an arrangement with Jay Gould, under which
Mr. Gould and Mr. Childs were to be associated as authors and
publishers. This, however, led to no result, and the project
was abandoned by them.

The author then commenced writing this volume, and perse
vered to the end, although a painful physical infirmity often
compelled him to put aside his pen for weeks and months at a
time, and he bas seldom been able to complete more than three
manuscript pages in a day.

By purchase and otherwise, the memoranda, etc., of Messrs.
Smith and Childs passed into our hands, and to the extent
recorded in our foot-notes 'we have had the advantage of their
Iabors, Much more are we indebted to Professor Antisell, whose
valuable papers we have copied and adopted as the first and
second chapters of our history.
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In addition to this, vie have been favored with the oral and
written statements of nearly one hundred well-known residents
of the county.* 'These statements we have compared with each
other, and with official documents and records, &8 well as what
we have found in files of old newspapers and gleaned from other
sources of information. The result, gentle reader, is before you.
You may detect errors of commission and omission; but we
have guarded :i.gainst both, through long years of patient
research; and we hope that JOU will decide that our work is not
wholly destitute of merit, De this as it maJ, we present it to
you as a rough, not a perfect ashlar, knowing that the peculiar
circumstances under which it was fashioned rendered excellence
of execution impossible. It has lightened the burthen of our
life. MaJ it enhance the enjoyment of JOUl"S!

• A list of those ,,-ho have aided us in thill enterprise was delivered to OU1· pub
Iisbers, who ~xcrcilolt~cl unusual care ill guarding a~lUu8t the 1088 of our )I~S_; Lnt
despite their vigilance, t he "riJ,.,riua) Preface and Introduction, wlth the List of ('AJIl
tributors, Wtorc Itolt-u frum their saf.: by some punon wh,) had access to it. The pre
taco and Introduction may Lc~ re-written ; but DO accurate copy of the lilt eau be
supplied. Ku on« tl.:plor.·K this more than Wto do ; and no one should he censured for
it, ('X(OCpt the Mtealth.\""tl~·I:.l,·r. wlaC) hatt; "t"I('11 that whidl i,; entirely useless to hims...}f.

'Ve are grcaLly iUtll:ht,·11 to C. ~i" _\_ Omh-t for :lS~iRtRII('\' ill pr(~parillg our MSS. ft)!'
the press, Mr_ 011.1..t a!lltuuJ,:h Ill' furt·j~lI birtl.. , haK a hdft"r knowledge of the ElIglil.h
Il.11grtaoc than lUiO-U.\ ... 111\.":tt.·..1 Ila:i\t:1t \It our country,



Sullivan county is situated between 41:) 25' and 420 north
latitude, and 10 46' and 2° 32' east longitude from the city of
'Vashington. It is bounded north-westerly by the county
of Delaware, north-easterly and south-easterly by the county
of Ulster, south-easterly, southerly and easterly by the county of
Orange, and south-westerly by the State of Pennsylvania.
According to Burr's Atlas, its area is 919 square miles, and it
contains 587,000 acres of land."

The mean altitude of the county above the level of the ocean
is about 1,500 feet, and its surface is characterized by ranges of
hills of moderate height, with intervening valleys, Detached
mountainous elevations are found in towns bounded by Delaware
and Ulster counties, and the Shawangunk mountain is parallel
with the south-easterly boundary of the town of Mamakating.

The Delaware river forms the dividing line between the county
and Pennsylvania, while the Shawangunk river is its south
eastern limit. The Neversink rises in the connty of Ulster,
and after crossing the towns of Neversink, Fallsburgh, Thompson
and Forestburgh, enters Orange county. The Rondout passes
through the north-east comer of Neversink, and the Mongaup
or Mingwing has its source near the center of the county, and
mnning southerly joins the Delaware. The "rilliwemoc,
Beaverkill, Callicoon, Ten Mile river, and many smaller streams
are also aftluents of the Delaware.

Geologically (with some exceptions) the county is of the
Catskill period, Devonian age and Paleozoic time, These
exceptions are noted in the first chapter of this work by Professor
Antisell, an expert in geology.

• According to the useasment-rolla of the seven.l towns, the county contains
604,705 acreL SOme iract. of land which are covered by W&teI' arc not returned for
tuatioD.

[7]



INTRODUCTION.

The aborigines of the county were principally Esopus Indians,
who were of the Wolf tribe of the Lenni Lenape or Delaware
nation, whose history is given in our third chapter.

Except some small tracts on the west bank of the Shawangnnk
river, the county is covered by the Minisink and Hardenbergh
patents.

In 1684, Governor Dougan bought of Manganaett, Tsema and
Keghgekapowell alias J oghem, (who claimed to be the proprietors
and principal owners,) with the consent of Pemeranaghin, chief
sachem of the Esopus and other Indians named, a tract of land
extending on the Hudson from the Paltz to lands of the Indians
at Murderer's kill, and westward to the foot of the high hills
called Pitkiskaha and Aiashawosting, For this territory ninety
pounds were paid in duffels, wampum, stroud-water, cloth,
blankets, cider, strong beer, etc. One year later Dongan bought
of Maringoman, the sachem at Murderer's creek, the land from
that stream to Stony Point."

On the 12th of September, 1694, under Governor Fletcher, a
patent was granted to Captain John Evans, which covered tho·
west bank of the Hudson from the Paltz to Stony Point.
(eighteen miles.) and reaching westward thirty miles, A literal
construction of the grant would have placed his westward lino
within the borders of Thompson, and given him land now within
the Minisink and Hardenbergh patents. He paid for his patent
five hundred pounds.

Captain Evans was captain of the Richmond man-of-war, and
was sent to New York with his vessel in 1693, where he was on
duty for six years, during which he erected on his estate the
lordship and manor of Fletcherdon, and spent 12,000 pounds in
improving it, expecting to retire thither "when there should be
a happy and lasting peace." He was permitted to sow, but not
to reap. Both Fletcher and Evans were ordered from New
York, and the patent was annulled. During Queen -4nne's
reign, his grant was rencwod ; but while the honest sailor was
fighting for his sovereign on the ocean, the land-pirates of the
time induced the Qucen to deprive him once more of his manor!
Those who wrought his ruin, elivided his manor among themselves.

• Mr. Bnttonber IULVR, "the8e facts are from & well-authenticated HS. written ..
early as 1730, D')'W in Olir tlORit":SlCi,"}n:'
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He continued to sue lor justice until he was an old man, when
reluctant and partial justice was awarded him, by giving him
another and less valuable tract.

On the 12th of March, 1703, tho Wawayanda patent was
bought by John Bridges and Company of twelve Indinus, viz:
Rapingonick, Wawastenaw, Moghopnck, Oomelawaw, Nanawitt,
Ariwimack, Rumbout, Clal188, Chouckhass, Chingapaw, Oshas
qnemous and Quilapaw. It is believed that in this purchase
was included the Minisink patent, which was granted on tho
28th of August, 1704, to Matthew Ling, Ebenezer Wilson, Philip
French, Dirck Vandenbergh, Stephen Delancy, Philip Rokeb.y,
John Corbet, Daniel Honan, Caleb. Cooper, 'Villin,lu Sharpus,
Robert Milward, Thomas Weuham, Lancaster Symes, -Iohn
Pierson, Benjamin Ashe, Peter Bayard, John Cholwell, Peter
Faucounier, Henry Swift, Hendrick Ten Eyck, Jarvis Marshnl,
Ann Bridges, widow of John Bridges, ana George Clark, Secrc
ta.ryof the Province of New York, Eight of these PCrsOll~ were
patentees of the Wawayanda and two of the Hardeubergh
patent. The Minisink grant at first coutnined 250,000 acres;
but its owners subsequently grasped and held 50,000 acres east
of the true boundaries of their patent.

For many years New Jersey claimed and held 80 much of tho
Minisink patent as is covered by the Seventh Division, and also
80 much of the Hardenbergh patent as would be cut off by
running the north-east line of that division to Station Rock, in
Cochecton. In 1769, a Commission was appointed to settle the
boundary, which decided in favor of New York, and established
the present line between New York and New Jersey, from the
Hudson to the Delaware.

On the "15-22 day of March, and in the 6th year of Her
Majesty's reign, Anno Dom. 1706-7," Major Johannes Harden
bergh, 8. merchant of Kingston, bought of Nsnisinos, a sachem
of the Esopus Indians, and "rightfllilord owner and proprietor
of several parts of land in the county of Ulster," the immense
tract now known as the Hnrdenbergh patent.* For this he paid

• In 1749, whf'!n the patent wa!l partitioned among its owners, the Indians claimed
that Nanisinos did not convey that part which is .utllat(·d between the e&8t and ~,
brancbesof the Delaware, and refusvd to permit 8urV~~'0l"8 to go there. Sotwithst&nd·
ing tillS, a may W&8 ma.de of the disputed territory, on which the land in qnestion waI
divided into eIght parcela, and one of these allotted to each party in interest, On the
3d of June, 1761, J'obannel Hardenbergh bought the real or sssumed right of iheH
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sixty pounds current money of New York-less than one-tenth
of a mill per acre.*

On the 20th of April, 1708, the Hardenbergh, or &8 it is some
times called, the Major or Great Patent, was granted to Johannes
Hardenbergh, Leonard Lewis, Philip Rokeby, William Notting
ham, Benjamin Faneuil, Peter Fauconnier and Robert Lurting,
in free and common socage, and subject to no rent or service
beyond the payment of seven dollars and fifty cents, annually,
on Lady day, to the Collector of the custom-house of New York!
'I'wo of the patentees were mere lay figures. Fourteen ioeek«
before the grant uxi» made, Robert Lurting released one-seventh
of the patent to Thomas We.nham, and on the same day, Philip
Rokeby conveyed his interest to May Bickley. In addition to
this, there was a secret understanding that Augustus Graham,
the surveyor-general of the province, should be entitled to one
eighth of the grant, and this understanding was acknowledged
after his death in 1729, when the parties in interest declared
that his heir (James Graham) was entitled to an equal share
with the others.t

Previous to 1749, several of the proprietors sold their interest,
and others died. In that year, Robert Livingston owned five
sixteenths ; Gulian Verplanck three-sixteenths, J ohsnnes Har
denbergh, jr.,t Charles Brodhead and Abraham Hardenbergh
two-sixteenths, John Wenham two-sixteenths, the heirs and
assigns of Lewis two-sixteenths, and the heirs of Faneuil two-

Indiaua for 1491. and 198. The deed is signed by 8&ppAD, John Palling and twenty other
members of the ~pna tribe. At that time, no grQ,lIl. tOCU lRgal wdea tJ", nati~e title
'OO~ erJ;'1I9,,,wILed before the grant tOO. 71W.~.

During the French and Indian war, the Delawares claimed that they had boon de
fraudod of ~ad~' the entire Harden~rghpatent.

-Xanillinos, in the deed gil-en by him, described the tract as foUows: "All that
tradt 0( Laud Lving and being in the county of Ulster aCoreB&id, running from etdaiu
Hills 1-11M lve on the sooth east aide or tlie meadow or low laud that hes on the fish
Creek Rh·er or kill to the north we.t 01' Harbletown bounds, and An) the north wea~
llI.I"t of the tulla and mountain. that range from the blue hIlls north weat Ten miles,
and "trt2&Che8 north easterly on the bro... of sd hilltI &8 thev range to the boUDd91" the
Coun')· or Albany, and BOUth westerly on the brows ~:! said hill. u they range opposite
the W".Mt corner of Marbletown bounds, and 8till furthor south we8terly With toe lull
breadth from the north west boundaries of Rochester, to where the said ten milee end,
)~nnJJ1g 80 far &8 to run wdh a due 801lth eut line to a certain fall in the raodout
tT\\(·k t~llcd by the lAdians hoonchk, which is the nonh bound of the land called
Nepcnath, belonging to Jacob RUtzeD and Jan Jm8 Bleecker,"

t Under the law. of that time, the aurveJor-general could n~ Jep1Jr be iDtenMed
in & land grant.

i Previous to 1749, Karol' Johannes Hardenbergb. the p&tentee, 801d bilUDdinded
right. in the p&~nt 10 8roQbead and Joh&DtlelllI&rdenbe~Jr. Abraham Budea
bergh nbllequently botlght a pan of this rigbL No member of the Hudenbeqb.
fund,- holds faod wbicb has deteended1o.his01 inberitaDce.trom the pateDtee.
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sixteenths. The pa.tent was then partitioned between the several
proprietors, when Livingston drew Great Lots 8, 12, 22, 27 and
4:2; Livingston and Verplanck Lots 4, 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 21, 23,
24, 30, 32, 33, 38, 39 and 40; the Hardeuberghs aud Brodhea.d
Lots 3, 9, 16, 19, 29 and 37 ; John 'Yenhanl Lots 1, 18, 26, 34,
and 35; the heirs and assigns of Lewis Lots 2, 17, 20, 28 and
36; and the heirs of Faneuil Lots 5, 11, 25, 31 and 41.

In the same year, Livingston and Verplanck partitioned 'what
they owned jointly, when the former became the sole proprietor
of Lots 4, 15, 23, 30 and 40, and parts of 7, 14, 21, 33 and 39,
and his partner of the balance.

Although some attempts were made to found settlements in
Sullivan county, it cannot be said that it \\.3,.." occupied. by white
residents previous to 1790, except ill Ma.nlukating, Luuiberland,
Cochecton and Neversink. An account of these settlements will
be found in our history of the several towns. Soon after the
latter ;year the Livingstons and other landholders induced men
to come into this region, and buy or lease unoccupied lands, and
from that time dates the birth and growth of manJ of our settle
ments.

A considerable impetus 'was given to immigration by the con
struction of the Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike." This
work speedily led to the organization of the county, which was
erected by an act of the Legislature passed March 27, 1809.

In selecting a name it was deemed proper to adopt that of
some eminent Revolutionary patriot whose deeds were in some
way connected with our territory. Of the Generals who had
had anything to do on om' soil previous to and during the
struggle for Independence, General James Clinton 'was the one
who should have been complimented ; but his name had been
already bestowed on another county. So the county was named
Sullivan, in honor of General John Sullivan.f a part of whose

• Tho Newburgh and Cochecton Turnpike Company was chartered oa the 20th ot
~larch, IHtH. Bobert Bowne, .John D~ "'int, William Seymour, IA~vi Dodsze, JohaIJncs.
:\liller, Hugh Walsh, George Cliutou, jun.• William W. Sack\:tt and George Gardner
were t he incorporatora,

t John Sullivan was of Irish descent, and was born in Berwick, Maim,. on the 17th
of Febrna,pv, 1740. His youth wa~ spent cbiefty in facm-la1x>r. At maturity he studied
law, and eMabliHheu himself in its practice in Durham. New HampshIre, where he BOOn
]"OfW to considerable distinction as an advocate and politician. He was chosen a dele
t-:'II.~ to the Continental CODgt'e8f' in 177-1. and ~oon alt~r big return from Philadelphia,
ht~ was engaged, with -Iohn Lllll~don and others, in sciziuK Fort Wllliam and Man", a.t
l'urt8mouth. When the followlug year the Continental MIlly Wild organizoo, he' wu



19 INTRODUCTIOY.

army crossed our borders when it marched to chastise the hostile
Indians of western New York.

In 1816, Otto William 'Van TUJI, .Jabez " ..akemnn, Daniel
Clark, William w, Sackett, Richard R. Vooris, JnhC'7. 'Vnkclunn,
jun., Samuel F. Jon~R, John Knapp, George A. 'YakeJnan,
Alexander Ketchum, George Vaughn ana other« were made 8

body corporate find politic, under the name of "The President
and Directors of tho Neversink Navigation Company," for tho
purpose of opening that river for rafting business, from Lock
wood's Mills, in the present town of Fallsburgh, to the Delaware.
The tolls authorized 'Were enormous, ranging for boards :1.11<1
plank frorn one to two dollars per thousand feet, nnd other
articles in proportion. If the conlpany had succeeded in making
the river navigable, its revenue would have been princely ;
nevertheless the stock of the company, excepting a few shares,
was not taken, and its treasury was empty until 182~, when 'Tan
Tuyl, its president and manager," obtained from the State a
loan of ten thousand dollars, giving as security :\ mortgage on
the river! About two thousand of this was expended legiti
mately, and the balance ($8,000) was consumed in p~'il1g the
president's debts, buying a stock of goods, nnd in other wa:rs,
after which a raft wns started from Lockwood's :J-Tills, 'With
Squires M. Hoyt and n man from Rockland, named Brown, on
board. It ran as far as the" Dive Hole," where it was wrecked,
Another was started from Mc'Kee's mill, in charge of Ira Mills,
a Mr. Springer, and a son of Van Tuyl, This passed the" Dive
Hole;" but soon after collided with no rock, and was broken up.
appointed one of the eig ht l~riga(1icrs first commissioned by Congrr-ss : and curly in
17,6, he was promoted to Major-xp.neral. Early in the spring of that ~'f'lLr he super
sodod Arnold In command of the Continental troops in Canada; and later iu th(· season
lie jomed Washington at New Y~lrk. General Greene commanded the ('h=ef forces at
Brooklyn, designed to rep...l the invaders then on Staten bland; but was taken sick,
and the Iesdersbip of hIS division was assigued to Sullivan. In the disastrous battle
that soon followed, he was made prisoner, but was soon afterwards exchuuged, and
took command of Lee's division, in ~ew Jen;ey, aft<:r that officer's capture later in the
leason. In the autumn of 1777, General Sullivan "as in the battles of Brandywine and
Germantown; and in the succeeding winter he was stationed in Rhode Is.and, prepar
atory to an attempted expulsion of thc British therefrom. He besiege-d Newport in
August 1778, bnt was unsncc-ssfnl, because the French Admiral d'E8taiIl~ would not
eo-operate with him, according- to promise and agrecmen]. Genera18ulli\'an's military
career closed arter his memorable campaign aga1Ust the India-ns, in western New York.
early in the antumn of 1779. He resigned his commission because he felt a~grie\'cdd
some action of the Board of War, and was afterwards elected to a Bt:at in Congress.
From 1786to 1789~ he was president or governor of New Hampshire, when, nn-ler the
provision of the new Federal Constitution, 110 Wi'S appointed District Jndge. That
office he held nntil hi .. death, whidl occurred on the ZJd of JlLnuary. 1795, when he wu
in the fifty-fifth year of hill age.-JJfl~::i"9·1L;ntll,.nJ. .-tmerlCm..s.

• Squires M. Hoyt. who W:l8 tho,::, Y:lU Ti1~'r3 clerk, was s~ret&ry of the company.



ll\TBODUCTlON. 13

Mills was drowned. Although the enterprise resulted in poverty
and reproach to Van Tuyl, he never lost confidence in it, and
continued to make futile attempts to improve the river, until
the State foreclosed its mortgage.

It cannot be said that Sullivan enjoyed a large measure of
prosperity previous to the construction of the Delaware and
Hudson canal. Three :rears after the completion of the work,
John Eldridge laid the foundation of a large tannery on the
outlet of Lord's poud, and Rufus Palen und his associates tha.t
of another at Fullsburgh. Austin Strong followed at W000
bourne, Bushnell &; '1an Horn at Tunuersdule, and others at
various points. These establishments brought wealth and
muscle, ana caused large additions to our population.

The New York and Erie railroad was another source of
prosperity, especially to the Delaware river towns.

A reference to the census of Sullivan should not be omitted
by us:

YP.&ro Population.
1790* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. 1,763

• Hamakating only.
1800. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .. 3,222
1810 ° • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • •• 6,108
1814 ° 0 • • •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,233
1820. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,900
1825 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 10,373
1830, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,364
1835. . . . . . . . . . 0 • • 0 0 • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .13,755
1840 15,629
1845. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •.... 18,727
1850 , 0 •••••••••••••••••• 25,088
1855 29,487
1860. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,385
1865 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,741
1870 ..........••.•..................... 34,64.9
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CHAPTER II.

CLIMATE-BY PROF. ANTISELL.

By this term is generally understood the character of the
weather peculiar to a country as respects heat and cold, hurnid
ity and dryness, variations in the barometer, fertility and the
alternation of the seasons. The latitude, the annual fall of rain,
the elevation of the land above the sea, its condition of cultiva
tion and proximity to the ocean, with the position of the slope
of the land, are the chief circumstances of any region 'which re
quire to be noticed in order to form a correct Idea of the climate
of that place.

Generally speaking, in the temperate zone, the latitudes of
this continent have temperatures inferior to those of Europe.
The isothermal line (500 of Humboldt) in Europe is found pass
ing- over the north of Ireland and England, through Belgium
and Middle Germany to the Crimea; it enters Asia north of the
Caspian sea, and passes over Lake Baikal, and through llon
golia and the Manchoo territory towards China, and lea.yes that
continent south of Yeddo, on the sea of Japan; it passes oyer
the Pacific ocean, and touches the west of this continent near
the boundary line between Oregon and California; then it crosses
the Mandan district and Iowa, and passes over Lakes Michigan
and Erie; it then bends in a south-easterly direction oyer the
State of New York, and passes into the Atlantic in the vicinity
of the city of New York.

On the east side of this continent, under this line,
the mean summer temperature is 71.6

"winter " 30.2
On the western coast, under this line,

the mean summer temperature is 69.75
"winter " 38.70

Thus, under" the same isothermal line, the climate of the Ifest
varies from that ·of the East, the former being more equable
throughout the year, and the mean winter temperature being
considerably above the freezing point. Hence it appears that we

[50J
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cannot arrive at a true conclusion concerning the climate of any
place from the study of its isothermal lines, Ilines of equal mean
annual temperature :.) it would be necessary to pay attention to
the isochimenal and isotheral lines, (lines of equal mean winter
and summer temperatures).

A single instance will illustrate this position. In order to
produce potalJe wine, it is requisite that the mean annual heat
should exceed 49,); that the winter temperature should be up
'wards of 3~~o; and that the mean summer temperature should
be upwards of 64°. At Bordeaux, in the vale of the Garonne,
the mean annual, winter, summer and autumn temperatures are
respectively 57°, 43°, 71°, and 58°. On the plains near the
Baltic, where the grape produces a wine which is hardly potahle,
these numbers are 47,) 5', 31°, 63° 7' and 47° 5'. On comparing
the figures given in the accompanying tables, it will be seen that,
while this county has the summer temperature necessary for the
growth of the VIne, its 'winter temperature is below the point fit
for :producing palatable wine. As with the grape, so with every
cultivated plant. It has its ranges of temperature within which
it will gro'W and produce those elements of nutriment for which
it was raised. And hence arises the value of the study of local
temperatures to the farmer. It is as needful to him as the choice
of a good variety of seed, or of a useful manure.

The farmer will bear in mind how much these observations
may yet be improved. For instance: the temperatures given in
the returns of all institutions are the temperatures of the air in
the shade, and generally within doors. These, though excellent
for the purposes for which they were designed, do not convey
to the agriculturist all the information he should desire. He
requires to know the temperature of the air ,in the sun, the con
dition in which the plant is placed, and before all, he should
know' the temperature of the soil from two to six inches deep
a knowledge not yet recorded in any series of observations made
for this State.

The following table was furnished by Charles S. ~Toodward,
from observations made at his house, at Beaver Brook, in 1851
and 1852:



SYNOPSI8 01' RECORD FOR 1851.

Barometer. Thermometer

When When attached. When When
1851. I

mom. noon. night. high'8t\lOwe8t. morn, nOOD. night. highest. ! lowest.

I I I
29.01 29.01~! 29.03

I

JANUAR~ ......•••.••••.. 191 29 ~9.9 33.87 34.8 16& 171 31
FEnnUAIlY .......•••..... 29.18 29.18& I 29.20A 13 6 3a.3 36.6 39. 151 1
l\IARCH•.....•••.••••••.. 29.04 29.04 29.05 2919&20 39.5 44. 47. 31 4 &11
APl\IL..........••..•••.. 28.97& 28.96 28.95 12 20 44.5 49.5 53.1 6: 14
MAy •.....••.•••••••••.. 2D.081 29.07& 29.08~ 25 1 53.1 59.2 61.3 28! 3
JUNE•.•••••••••••••••••. 2f.06 29.05 29.05 18 7 58.9 64.7 67.8 293, 15 &19
JULy•.•..••••••••••••••• 29.00 29.03 29.04 22 27 65.5 70.2 73.1 17

1
5

AUGUST ...•••••••••••••. 29.15 29.15 29.14 28 et29 25 61. 66.3 71.5 8&2:1 28
SEPTEMBER ..•••••••••••. 29.24 29.23 29.22 19 23 58.5 63.1 67.8 25
O(Yl1()DER • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • . 29.05& 29.05 29.04! 9119 et 26 48.7 52.3 53.2 8! 28
NOVEMBER •..•••••••••••. 28.97 28.97 28.97A 1225 & 28 31.3 33. 89.3 I: 27
DECEMBER •....••••••••.. 29.02& 29.01 29.00 6 15 24.2 26.9 28.6 291 27

-
YEARLY AVERAGE .... 29.07 29.06~ 29.06& . . . . . . ...... 45.7 49.97 53.04 . ... . .. . . .......

fa

I
~

~z
(")
o
~
~
~

~

Beaver Brook, Sullivan County, N. Y. C. S. WOODWARD.



SYNOPSIS OF Rsoonn FOR 1852.

Barometer. Thermometer

When When attached. When When
18 I) 2.

mom. noon. night. high'st lowest. morn. noon. night. highest. lowest.

-
JANUARY•.••••••••••••••• 28.90 28.91 28.89 24 6 23.6 26.3 28.9 30 20
FEBRUARY .•••••••••••••. 28.92 28.92 28.92 20 25 28. 31.4 35.2 23 20
MARCH •..••••••••••••••. 29.02 29.04 29.07 11 23&24 35.6 36.8 40.1 13,15&28 4&21
APRIL••••••••••••••••••. 28.77 28.70 28.78 3 21 39. 42.8 46.2 2H 4
MAY ...••••••••••••••••. 29.07 29.07 29.06 6 27 53.6 58.8 62.2 28 3
JUNE .•••••••••••••••••. 29.04 29.07 2U.07 13 9 GO.9 65.7 G9.8 15 6& 11
JULy•...••••••••••..••.. 29.12 29.12 29.12 119 & 20 30 6H.4 68.5 7(). 9,~ 13 4
AUGUST ..••••••••••••••. 29.14 29.17 29.14 I 22 5 62.45 6H.9 G7. 2H 2&3
SEPTEMBER .••••••••••••. 29.16 29.17 29.16 8, 9&18 12 55.1 H3.2 (i().8 2 30
OCTOBER •••••••••••••••. 29.11 29.11 29.11 i 27 6 49.4 58.4 57.5 8 17
NOVEMBER •..•••••••••••. 2S.97 28.96 2S.HS 30 2 3S.1 40.3\ ,11.4 1 25
DECEMBER•....••••••••.. 29.04 29.07 2H.07 :16 & 27 28 35. 38. 39. 7 22

I

YEARLY AVEUAGE •••. 29.02 29.02 29.0a I" .... ...... 45.6 49.3 I 52.5 . ....... • •• • ••• 10

o

~

Beaver Brook, Sullivan County, N. Y. C. S. WOODWARD. enw
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From. the useful information 'which may be drawn by inspec
tion of these figures, the following may be noticed here:

The sp~ and fall of 1852 were warmer than those seasons
of 1851, while the summer of 1851 was warmer. Now, as
the summer months are the growing months of plants, the
harvests of 1851 ought to have been more abundant, other cir
cumstances being the same.

H the mean temperatures of these two years, from May to
November inclusive, (those months during which vegetation can
exist,) be contrasted, the following figures appear :

1851. 1852.

May 57.6..........•.58.2
June 0 •• 63. . 0 •••••••••• 65.4
July 0.. 0. 00 000.0 .69.4. 000 66.9
August 0 •••••••• 66. . 65.4
September 000. 0. 00 63 00.000.0 .. 61.7
October 00 00.. 51.33 0 0 53.4
November 0.. 00000 0.. 34.4 0.. 00. 039.9

H we deduct from these the months of May and November,
and include only the file months of vegetable growth, the mean
temperatures of these five months are, for 1851, 63.8; for 1852,
63.5. As these years differ from each other by a small range,
the above figures of both years might be united, and the mean
average temperature of the place found thus for a series of years.
This is done here below, and the same average struck for two
years of records of Seneca county affoed a useful comparison:

SULLIVA~ COo ME.L~. SD"ECA Co. lba.~.
1851 sad 1852. 1~9 and 1850.

May 0.. 57.90 "...•.... 0.53.3
June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64.2. . . . . . . . . . 0 • 68.
July0.. 0. " 68.1 0.72.9
Angust ". 0 65.7 0 68.5
September. 0....•........ 062.3 ........•... 60.6

Mean for the 5 months .....63.600.... 0.. 0.. 64.6
The summers of Seneca county are 'Warmer than those of Sul

Iivan, while May and September are cooler. June and July are
4:- and Au~st 3° hotter in the former county. The growth and
ripening ot cereal plants must be more rapid and certain in the
more northern county. Taking five months together, the differ
ence in the mean temperature of the two counties is but one
degree.

It may be safely deduced from the foregoing averages of
temperature, that those plants only can be cultivated in this
county which require a mean summer heat under 60°.

The mean temperature of the month of April represents very
closely the mean of the year, thus:
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1851. 1852.
Month of April 4:9. IMonth of April 49.3
The year '9.57 The year 49.1

The mean annual temperatures of three counties surveyed,
when contrasted appear thus :
Yearly mean temperature of Cazenovia, Madison

county-elevation above tide 1227 feet..... . . . . . . ... 42.73
do. do. do. of Oaklands, Seneca county--elevation 489

feet-year 1849................................... 47.2:>
do. do. do. year 1850. 48.85
do. do. do. Beaver Brook, Sullivan county-year 1851, 49.57
do. do. do. do. do. do. do. 1852, 49.1
do. do. do. Liberty, Sullivan county-elevation 1300

feet-year 1851 44.19
The contrast in the annual temperatures of Beaver Brook and

Liberty village is remarkable, amounting to 5°. This may be
partly explained by the difference in elevation of both places,
Liberty village being several hundred feet above Beaver Brook:
every 350 feet of elevation being equivalent to the diminution
of one degree of temperature.

The following communication from Doctor Watkins, from
the observations made at the Liberty Normal Institute, shows
the monthly mean temperature and fall of rain in that part of
the countv :

"The thermometer was the highest on the 18th day of Jul,
and the 12th of September. On both days, at 2 o'clock P. M., It
was at 850 • It was the lowest on the morning of the 27th of
December at 6 o'clock, viz: 8° below zero. The mean temper
ature as follows, and the quantity of water that fe~ each ~onth :

18;)1. Mean."W ater-mches.
J anllary 25.4 2.'7
February 28.0 7.69
March 33.6 3.15
.A..pril. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 41.0 10.91
May 54.18 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.69
J nne 60.0 4.88
-Inly 66.0 2.68
August 64.03 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.22
September 58.0 3.49
October 48.0 2.68
November 31.7 3.6(
December. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.3 3.88

Mean for the year 44.19 Total 51.38
Respectfully yours, JOHN D. WATKINS."

The fall of rain given m Doctor Watkins' table is ve~r high
much above the average of the mean in this State, or m many
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of its counties. The aver~e fall of rain in Yates county for
twenty-one years is 27.26 Inches; the average for the whole
United States is 39 inches. It is not possible, without a series
of observations extending over a 9uarter of a century, to draw
any exact conclusions regarding climate. Sullivan county does
not yet present data ample enough.

When the fall of rain is abundant, the sk, is generally con
stantly clouded, especially in elevated districts; and although
the temferature may be the same as that of the clear atmos
phere 0 another place, yet the direct rays of the sun being
wanting, vegetation does not proceed as vigorously. The chemical
processes carried on in plants require for their perfection the
direct sunlight. Accompanying the direct ray is an electrical
action or excitement which exerts a ~owerful stimulus on the
functions of animal and vegetable life, and which is almost
wholly withheld in cloudy countries. Sunlight, electricity and
vegetable growth go hand in hand. H the first be withheld, the
other phenomena are wanting. Generally speaking, the growth
of the plant in summer is accelerated by direct sunlight. In
fall, the ripening of the ear is bes~ accomplished with a cloudy sky.

Although the records of creation incontestably show, that the
surface of the earth in our latitudes is somewhat cooler than it
once was, yet we are not justified in believing that any material
change of climate has occurred within the traditionary epoch.
There may be a warmer summer or cooler winter this year than
last; or, for a. few years together, more or less rain than usual
may fall; but, at the end of a series of years, the registers of
temperature and barometric pressure, both on this continent and
in Europe, have shown figures preserving a remarkable degree
of constancy. Once assured of this, the collection of facts for
the ascertainment of climate becomes of great importance.

The mean temperature of the southern part of the county is,
as we have seen from Mr. Woodward's table, from May to Oc
tober, 63.6. From Doctor Watkins' summary, we find the same
period at Liberty to have only the temperature of 60.4. If we
select the three growing months, June, July and August, the
mean temperature is 63.3. While those months in Liberty are
nearly as warm as in Lumberland, the months of May and Sep
tember are remarkably cooler. Now, with the mean annual heat
of Liberty, the success of the wheat crop must be precarious.
This plant cannot ripen where the mean summer' heat is less
than 60°. This is the limit of temperature, and the neighbor
hood of Liberty in 1851, came down to this limit. In situations
more elevated than the village of Liberty, the temperature must
have been below what would fully ripen Its ear. This is a matter
of very great importance to the farmers of Sullivan-namely, to
ascertain the relations existing between the temperature of the air
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and the requirements of the crops. It does appear from the
records of the meteorological observations taken, that there are
places in the county where, in summers that are not unusually
warm, wheat will not ripen; and the agriculturist must not ex
pect, by outlays on the ground, by improvement of his soil, or
extensive use of manure, to overstep or conquer that limit of
growth which nature has assigned to every species of plant.
He will then select the hardier cereals, 88 barley, which requires
only a summer heat of 41°, or rye, which needs still less.

The lands which have a less altitude than those about Liberty,
and which slope to the south and the east, appear favorably
situated for the growth of all the bread plants, the mean tem
perature of the summer being sufficient. It is, however, con
siderably shorter in season, and the early autumn frosts are apt
to check the ripening of seeds and fruits, and even to destroy
their vitality. As this frost is due to the elevation above tide
level, it cannot be averted; but its injUri0118 influence maybe
diminished by increasing the length of the growmg year. This
may be accomplished by a better drainage of the land. A free
drainage allows the warm air of spring to permeate through
the land, and to heat it up several degrees higher than undrained
land. The seed sown in it is germinated sooner, and sooner
comes to maturity, and will almost to a certainty have accom
plished all its changes of ripening before the destructive frost
sets in. A ~ood system of drainage proloruja the season one fori
1l.ight-that 1S, planting on drained ground may begin fourteen
daus earlier.

This necessity for bottom heat is admitted in words by farmers.
It is only practically carried out by fruit growers and market
gardeners. It requires a bottom heat or a temperature of the
soil of 60° to germinate the seeds of com. Those planted when
the soil is 45° of heat, die. The seeds rot. Now, the temper
ature of the air in Lumberland in May, 1851, did not average
60° until the 10th of the month. The soil is never as warm as
the air in spring. It is usually 5° below it. The temperature
of the soil suitable for germinating com did not commence until
the 22d. In May, 1852, the weather was cool in the middle of
the month, and it was not until the 22d that an average above 600
of heat existed in the air. About the 28th of Ma.y, the ground
had this warmth. Seed planted much earlier than this was more
likely to be killed than to vegetate; but seed planted so late
is liable t6 be injured by the frost; and hence the advantage of
draining land, by which means the temperature of the soil and
the air would run together, and the loss of crop by seed rotting
would not occur.

That there does exist this discrepancy between the temper
atures of the earth and the air is evident from the tables gIven
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by Mr. Emmons, and pnblished in the Survey of Seneca county.
This difference is owmg to the earth being an imperfect con
ductor of heat, communicating its temperature 80 slowly that
M. Arago has occasionally found as much as 14° and even 18°
difference between the heat of the soil and that of the air two
or three inches above it.

The effect of altitude in lowering the mean temperature, has
already been noticed. In considering the effects of temperature
on vegetation, it will be necessary to recollect that the tables of
temperature drawn from the Register of Charles S. Woodward,
are temperatures of a comparatively low position in the county.
The land in Rockland, Neversink, Liberty, Callicoon, Bethel,
Cochecton, Thompson and a part of Fallsburgh being above it
in sea level. Allowance will have to be made on this account.
The same ma.y be said, though not to the same extent, in regard
to the summary from Hon. John D. Watkins' register. There
is a portion of the county, though not a large one, under culti..
vation at a higher level than the Liberty Normal Institute. To
such situations, the arguments adduced, showing how precarious
must be a crop of wheat, apply with augmented force. The
various levels of the county maJ be estimated by the following
altitudes:

No. of feet abo~e tide water.

Bridge over Shawangunk kill... . . . . . . . . . .. 437
BlooDlingbnxgh ~ 510
Shawangunk summit 1007
Delaware and Hudson Canal 519
Neversink bridge at Bridgeville 1059
Monticello 1503
House of Joseph Young, in Liberty 1530
Summit of Barrens 1581
1Valnut ]fOUDUUn 1984

Other conditions besides latitude and elevation determine the
capability to grow certain crops. One important condition is,
whether the ground is cleared or covered with timber. On
cleared ground the sun has full force, and warms it; the moisture
is evaporated; the marsh and the roshy~ disavpear; the
grounds become lighter colored from the SUD bleaching out its
vegetable matter, and it rains less frequently over these places.
on forest lands, the ann scarcely reaches the ground, and the
~etablematter which faJ.ls decays slowly. The earth is cold,
moist and dark-oolored. It rains more frequently, and the
evaporation is less. A wooded country is the source of springs
and rivers, and to remove the timber 18 to check the regularity
of the supply. The iota! fall of the rain will be the same in the
cleared aDd in ihe wooded country; but in the former it is at
100g intervals, and then in large quantities, accompanied with



CLDtATE. 59

thunder-storms, and the torrents form new 'water-courses and do
great mischief. In the wooded country rain is more uniformly
distributed, and with less electrical disturbance.

The effect of extensive tanneries, by removing the forests, "ill
be injurious to the supply of water for machinery, and render
the country liable to drought. The hill tops, at least, should be
left permanently clad with timber. In the zeal to clear the
country of forest timber, and to cultivate land, due discretion
should be exercised, so that the means used be not an obstacle
to success; and it should always be borne in mind, that districts
which have no very elevated mountain tops, require always the
presence of forest timber to a certain extent, to equalize the
electrical condition of the air, and to afford a permanent and
equable flow of water oyer the land.



CHAPTER III.

THE ~~~ LENAPE.

According to & tradition of the Lenni Lenape Indians, some
of their forefathers were fishing at a place where the Ma-hi-can
nit-tuck* widens into the sea, When they saw a remarkable object
floating on the water. Other Indians were notified, 'who came;
but no one could decide what the strange thing was. Some
pronounced it a large fish, others an immense animal, and others
a big wigwam. As it moved steadily toward the land, they
imagined that it had life in it. Runners were dispatched to
inform their chiefs, warriors and wise men. These, being gath
ered to{?ether, came to the conclusion that it was a remarkably
large wIgWam, in which the Manitou lived, and that he was
coming to visit them.

This conclusion of course created 8. profound sensation among
the simple children of the forest. The Supreme Being, the
'Creator of all good things, whom they had worshiped, to whom
their fathers had offered the choicest gifts from the time man
was made, and who from the beginning had so seldom made him
self visible to his creatures, Vias about to land upon then' shores,
and be seen by them, and converse with them.

The sacrifice 'was prepared, the best food J?ro"ided for the
Great Being, and a dance ordered to honor him, and appease
his anger, if his mood were wrathful. The dance commenced;
but hope, and fear and curiosity caused the performers to acquit
themselves in a manner not very creditable. Much confusion
prevailed, when fresh runners arrived, 'who declared that the
cause of their disturbance was a large 'wigwamof various colors,
and that it was crowded with living creatures. This confirmed
their belief that the Supreme Being 'was coming to them, and
the impression obtained a foothold that he was bringing with
him new animals for the subsistence of his children. Other
messengers arrived, and reported that the living creatures were

• The Hudson river. This river has been kaown as the Mauritius. the Nassau, the
North and the Hudson river. M&-hi-can-nit-tuck or Ma-ha-ken·e~h-tuc is all Alg-ou
quin name for the Hudson. The Algonquins also called it the Shat-te-muck, TbE
name applied to it hy the Iroquois or Mengwe was, Ca-ho-ha-ta-te-a. The uame g'iver;
to it by Hudson was the Ored: Ri'fJeT" or Great RITer nf the .Vrnmtai1is.

[See Eager's History of Orange County, p. 203.
[GOj
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human beings, with pale faces and strange garments-one par
ticularly was clothed in 'Very brilliant materials. The latter the,.
decided was the Manitou himself.

The tradition next describes the landing of the strangers
the inclination of some of the Indians to ron away and conceal
themselves in the woods-the efforts of ilie brave and wise to
prevent an exhibition of such cowardice, and the reception of
the visitors,

A large circle of chiefs and wise men was formed, toward which
the man ornamented with gold lace, etc., approached, with two
others. Friendly salutations followed from each side. The
Indians were amazed at the brilliant ornaments and white skin
of the supposed Manitou, and were sorely puzzled when they
found that he did not understand the words of his children, and
that his language was not intelligible to them.

"7]llle they were gazing at him with respectful gravity, a
servant brought a large hack-hack, (gourd) from which was poured
into a smaller vessel a liquid which the Great Being drank, and
then some of it was offered to one of the chiefs. He looked at
it, and it was not offensive to the eye; he smelled it, and his
untutored nostrils were not pleased with its pungent odor. It
was then passed to the next chief, who followed the example of
the first, and gave it to another. The cup was thus transferred
to each one in the circle, and was about to be returned to the
supposed MaItitou, when a. great and brave warrior conceived
that the act would be disrespectful to the Deity, and he forth
with harangued his fellows on the impropriety of their conduct.
To follow the example of the Manitou would be meritorious;
but to return what he had given them might offend him, and
lead him to punish them. The speaker would drink the contents
of the cup himself, and though he perished, he would save his
nation from destruction. Having thus announced his laudable
determination, he bade the assembled braves farewell, and taking
the cup, drank what it contained. Soon he began to exhibit the
usual signs of intoxication, and after conducting himself in 8.
manner not becoming a grave and dignified brave about to die,
he fell to the ground. His friends imagined he was dead, while
he was only "dead drunk." When he had recovered from his
intoxication, he informed the other chiefs and braves that the
liquid had given him the most pleasant sensations he had ever
experienced. All became anxious to feel these sensations. More
of the beverage was solicited and granted, and general intoxica
tion followed.*

The man whom the Indians looked upon as a god, was Henry
Hudson, who left Amsterdam on the 4th of April, 1609, with

• Eager'. History of Or&Dgc County. Eager borrows t-hiJstory from Heckewelder.
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twenty men, in the Halfmoon, to search for a new ocean passage
to India..* Being J?revented by ice from prosecuting his voyage
according to his original intention, he turned aside and crossed
the Atlantic. On the 18th of July, he arrived on the coast near
Portland, Maine, and on the 3d of September, landed within
Sandy Hook. On the 6th, an explonng party was attacked
between Bergen Neck and Staten Island, by twenty-six natives,
who were in canoes, and John Colman, one of Hudson's men,
was killed, and two others wounded. On the 11th, Hudson
passed the Narrows, and found the natives, as he proceeded,
more friendly. They brought to him Indian com, beans, tobacco
and oysters. They had copper pipes and ornaments, and rude
earthen pots.

From the 12th to the 22d of September, he was engaged in
ascending and exploring the river which bears his name. He
proceeded in the Halfmoon as far as the site of the city of
Hudson, finding the Indians more and more friendly. His
journal sa~ys they 'were "a very loving people," some of their
men very old, and that "the whites were well used." From
Hudson city, a boat was sent several leagues farther, and prob
ably reached the locality where Albany now stands.

While descending the river, the Indians on the west side were
troublesome. They attempted to steal from him, and being
detected and not used very gently, they became exasperated,
and shot arrows at his crew, 'when the vessel passed near the
shore. They 'were punished severely for doing so, for Hudson's
men shot ten or twelve of them.

This was the first visit of the white man to the Lenni Lenape
of the Hudson, which resulted in a permanent intercourse of the
two races.t The natives with whom he came in conta.ct were
an Indian race known as Algonquins, a people extending at
that time from the Atlantic Ocean nearlv to the Pacific, and
embracing over forty tribes, of whom the Lenape claimed to
be the parent stock.

We shall notice this confederaev of Indians more fully here
after, as they were the aboriginal inhabitants of the "county
whose history we are writing, and as such are entitled to a
chapter devoted to their origin, rise, progress and decay.

The origin of the aboriginal race of America has been the
subject of much speculation. No record of ancient times-a-no
tradition points 'with positive significance to a. people from whom

• He discovered Hudson's Bay in 1610, where he remained ice-bound until r·ls.- I4priDg
of 1611. While returning to Europe, hi.. crew mutinied, and plaeed him auJ lug sen,
with Beven sick companions, in an open boat, and set them adrift. Thev w~rt.' Dever
heard of afterwardB.

t John Verrazani. an eminent Florentine navi~ator,anchored in th...· lla~:; of Delaware
and New York in 1524, and gave the name of ~ew France to tht.' country. His ruyal
maa~r, Francis I. of France, did not profit by his discovery,
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they have descended. Some suppose that the ancient Phceni
oians visited America and planted colonies here. Others imag
ine that the Hindoos are a kindred race of the red men of
America, and endeavor to prove that their fancies are worth,
of serious consideration. A third theory is, tliat California IS

the Ophir of Solomon's day. A fourth, that the lost tribes of
Israel crossed the ocean, and peopled our wilds. A fifth, that
the ancestors of the Indians came from Asia. Amon~ the
thousand theories which have been advanced, the latter IS the
most plausible and may be summed up in a few words: "The
people of north-eastern Asia and the north-west coast of America
have a near resemblance in person, customs and languages; and
those of the Aleutian Islands present many of the characteristics
of both.?" Ledyard said of the people of Eastern Siberia,
"Universall:r, and circumstantially, tney resemble the aborigines
of America. '

That the red men of America have a common origin, and that
they carne here at a very early period of the world's history,
there is but little doubt. From the cold North-west, they grad
ually spread over North and South America. This theory is
rendered almost a certainty by the fact that the natives of the
two continents who exist m that region, habitually visit each
other by crossing on the ice in winter, and in their boats in
summer. Their boats are now precisely what they were at the
time the white man first visited them.

A kind and genial climate, and a soil rich and inexhaustible,
produced their usual effects upon the condition of the first in
habitants of Mexico, Central America, Peru, etc. An abundance
of food led to a rapid increase in population, and to ~eatwealth.
The pride of the rich required "pomps and vanities'"; their
palates constantly craved new sensations, and the ingenuity and
genius of those who had more brains than provender, were taxed
for the gratification of those who could pay well for novelties.
The arts advanced gradually until cities were built but little
inferior to the most celebrated in the world. The architecture,
sculpture, ete., of these ancient cities still are ranked among the
wonderful fruits of the skill and ingenuity of man.

These ruins and relics point to a powerful and wealthy people,
with a government and institutions of long- standing.t

The riches of the aristocracy must have been. enormous and
almost without a parallel in other communities; for the expense
of erecting and embellishing their palaces; and the formation
and completion of the surroundings of such magnificent edifices,
taking into consideration the mechanical and other forces known

:$ Losaing's History or the United States.
t Brownell's Indian Baces of Xorth and South A.m('rica.



to them, must have been a thousa.nd-fold greater than &Ilyihing
recorded of the white man.

These ancient evidences of aboriginal civilization extend from
south latitude 33° 16' northerly over a territory three thousand
miles in extent. In their character and number they are un
rivaled by the remains of any other people. In their silent
grandeur they attest the power, the luxury, the skill and the
ciYilization of a race which n88 risen from an abnormal condition
to an exalted degree of development in much that is magnificent,
grotesque and utilitarian; but who, in purity of taste and in
morality, remained savages; for they were cannibals, and sacri
ficed human life upon their idolatrous altars.

As we recede from the territory of the Aztecs northwardly,
the evidences of ancient civilization gradually disappear, the
most remote being earthen mounds and fortifications in the
vicinity of the Great Lakes of North America. Beyond these
are found rude specimens of pottery and stone implements used
in the chase, in war, agriculture, ete.

The red men of the North had no cities, and it can hardly be
said of them that they had a permanent abiding place. At cer
tain seasons of the year, small bands would reside in localities
suitable for raising maize, beans, ete.-generally on the banks
of some stream or river, where the soil was rich and mellow, and
for the cultivation of which their rude and simple agricultural
implements were sufficient. At other times, their wigwams would
he on the mountains where the elk, deer and bear abounded.
And again, they would be found where salmon and other fish
could be taken most readily.

The country they occupied and their wars prevented them
from becoming numerous. Theirs was a constant struggle to
obtain a sufficiency of food, and to guard their own lives and
destroy those of their enemies. With them, the civilization of
the Aztecs and the Incas was not a necessity-was impossible.
An equal number of white men, dispersed over the same terri
tory, divided into small clans, constantly engaged in warfare,
and with the same means of subsistence, would become ignorant
and degraded, and the arts and sciences, literature, ete., would
be forgotten by them.

The Indians who inhabited Sullivan county, when the whites first
visited the country, 'were Lenni Lenape, who were also known as
Wapauachki, Open1laki, Openiuji.Abenoquis and Apenakies. At a sub
sequent period, they were called Delawares by the whites, because
they occupied territory from which that river derives its waters.

The Lenni Lenape were divided into three tribes-the Uuami,
or Turtle; the Unolacldqo, or Turkey; and the Jlinsi, or 'Volf."

• Sometimes called Mnnceyl', 1tliniflinkf', etc,
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The UnamU and U1U1kJ.chtg08 occupied the coast from the
Hudson river to the Potomac, 'while the .:.11insi, or Wolf tribe,
extended from Minisink, on the Delaware, where they held their
council seat, to the Hudson on the east, to the Susquehanna. on
the south-west, to the head-waters of the Delaware and Susque
hanna rivers, and to the Catskill mountains on the north, and
on the south to that range of hills now known, in New Jersey,
by the name of Musoonetcong, and by that of Lehigh and Cogh
newago, in Pennsylvania.* They therefore occupied all of
Sullivan county.

These tribes were subdivided into numerous clans, who re
ceived their names from the streams or lakes which they
frequented, or from some circumstance more or less remarkable.

The Lenape claimed to be the parent stock, or "original
people," or "grandfathers" of at least forty other tribes, who
spoke their language or its dialects, among whom may be named
the Knisteneaux, who inhabit the region extending from Labra
dor to the Rocky•Mountains ; the Athapascas, who occupy a
belt of conntry from Churchill's River rand Hudson's BaJ to
within a hundred miles of the Pacific coast; the Ottawas, Chip
pewas, Sacs and Foxes, Menomonees, Miamies, Piankeshaws,
Pottowatomies, Kicka.poos, lllinois, Shawnees, Powhatans,
Corees, Nanticokes, Mohegans, the New England Indians, the
Abenakes, Susquesahannocks, Mannohoa.ks and the Monocans.
Some of these tribes were numerous and powerful, and were
subdivided into ma.ny clans or cantons.t

The Delawares and kindred tribes are classified as Algonquins,
At this late day, it is impossible to name the several clans of

the Minsi tribe of the Lenni Lenape nation, or to designate with
certainty the precise territory occupied by each. Our ancestors
were more apt at discovering desirable tracts of land, eligible
trading posts, and other things promotive of temporal welfare,
than at recording facts which would interest those who now feel
an interest in What relates to the red man. There is but little
doubt, however, that the Manassings occupied that portion of
Sullivan county which lies in the vicinity of Peenpack ; that the
Esopus Indians (whose native name, it 18 supposed, was 'Vamp
ing) owned that part which adjoins Ulster, and that the Cashieg
tonks were located in the remaining territory of the county.
The land of the Manassings extended into New Jerse)", Penn
sylvania and the adjoining towns of Orange county; the Walllp
ings lived on the west bank of the Hudson, or Mahicanittuck,
from Catskill to Newburgh; while the Cashiegtonks lived on
both banks of the Delaware, or Lenapewihittuck, from the

• Gordon's Hiatory of New Jeney.
t Lo.aiDg'. Hiatory of ibe United 8t&teI.
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the territory of the Manasfring& to some point which we cannot
d~ate.*

Tliese clans were sometimes mOWD hf other Dames, and were
still further subdivided. A few famjlies Wh08e wigwams and
cultivated grounds were in the vicinity of a. stream or a mountain,
often bore the name of that stream or mountain. Accordingly
we hear of the Navisings, the Williwem0C8, the Lackawack
sings, Wau,,·ausings, Mamekotings. Pepsgonks, etc.

The territory of the Wampings or Eeopus Indians was called
by them Atkarkarton.

These tribes and clans find a parallel in our States,
eounties and towns; but were bound together by the ties of good
will and sympathy only. There was no law or usage which
rendered it obligatory for one to assist the other in any enter
prise. Thus we find that a portion of the Wappings of Dutchess
county and the Manassings partici£t;I with the Esopus Indians
in the massacre of the Dutch at . gston, in 1663; but in the
war which followed, the Esopus tribe was the one which re
ceived all the blows of the Dutchmen. The others abandoned
the field 88 soon as the first effort was made, and shirked all
responsibility. A confederation of clans and tribes was a mere
rope of sand. While they were inclined to act in concert, they
were united for a commonp~; but the moment a. tribe, or
even an individual member of It, was dissatisfied and wished to
free itself or himself from any real or fancied engagement, full
liberty of action was conceded.

The Indians, practioally, had no government, civil or militar.r.
They had a civil magistrate known to them as a eachem, it 18

true; but he had no more authority to enforce a decree or de
cision, or to cause it to be enforced, than the most contemptible
member of his tribe. He could advise and persuade only. He
was 8 88g&-a wise man-but had no more power than a "stump
orator" of our own times. Occasionally the office of sachem
Wt\8 held by females, who by hereditary means, or by a reputa
tion for superior wisdom, acquired an influence over a tribe.
Such instances, however, were rare, 88 squaws were generally
considered inferior to the males. According to Thompson's
History of Long Island, a squaw sachem was styled" sunk squa,"
which meant, probably that she was 8. "tip-top" 'Woman.

The military leaders or chiefs had no more real authoritv.
H they were brave and cunning, and proved themselves com
petent to lead in attacks upon the enemy, they were obeyed and

• ThH wu probably the cue when •• COUDtry wu fint diecoTered. In March,
\'1OS-7, NwNpoa, ~ Esopus aach~ BOld land which wu bounded on one side by the
Delaware riverj but there is reuon to believe that the Delawares who 8ubsequen1!ly
acknowledged ·~·eedyuscung as their king. denied the right 01 Naniainoa to sen thit
land. They declared that the people 0( Eaopna and JdiDisiDk had defrauded them,
ADd that thfJ country almoet to the HudaoD was thein.
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followed bv the warriors of the tribe. Their authority W&f04

founded on public opinion, and when that was against ·them,
they were impotent; but while it was largely in their favor, their
power was despotic. Their whole system was democratic, with
out any of those elements of permanency and strength which
mark that form of government among more civilized races.

They had no written language, unless we may call their picture
writings a written language. The more civilized tribes and na
tions had acquired wonderful skill in recording important matters
in this wav; but the zealous Christians who appropriated the
golden idols of the Aztecs and Incas, destroyed the symbolic
records of the temples, which were the depositaries of the
scrolls whereon was traced much of the red man's history.

Among the Indians of the North, this method of preserving
historical facts was but little resorted to. Traditions, however,
were carefully related by the old to the young, and thus was
brought down from generation to generation, a dim and some
what uncertain historv of past events.

The Lenape of Sullivan, as 'well as other red men, had their
stories of olden times, which the gray-haired elders related to
their juniors, 'when the central fire of the lodge glowed bright
and cheerily during the long evenings of winter, One of these
traditions we "ill COPY from Gordon's History of New Jersey.

"The Delawares relate, that many centuries ~o, their ances
tors dwelt far in the western wilds; but emigrating eastwardly.
they arrived, after luany Jeurs peregrination, on the Namo»!
Sip» (l\IiH~is.~ippi,) or river of fish, where they encountered
the :l/#!ngw(' (Iroquois.) who had also come from a distant country,
and had first approached the river, somewhat nearer its source.
The spies of the Lenape reported, that the country on the east
of the river was inhabited bv a powerful nation, dwelling ill
large towns, erected upon their principal rivers.

'"This ppople were tall and robust; some of them were said tAo)

be even of gigantic mould. They bore the name of .Alliyf·",,'i,
from which ha..", been derived that of the Alleghany river and
mountains. Their towns were defended by regular fortifications,
vestiges of which are yet apparent, in greater or less prpserva
tion. The Lenape, requesting permission to establish theinsel n~",
in the vicinity, were refused ; hut obtained leave to pas.", the
river, in order to ~f'ek a habitation fa11her to the eastward.
But, whilst crossing the stream, the Alligewi, alarmed at their
number, assailed and destroved many 'whohad reached the eastern
shore, and threatened a like· fate to the remainder. should they at
tempt the pas.~age. Fired by this treachery, the Lenape ea~erl~'

accepted a proposition from the )Iengwe, who had hitherto been
spectators of their eriterprise, to unite with them for the conquest
of the couutry. A war of gn'at duration was thus comme-nced,
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which was prosecuted with great loss on both sides, and
eventuated in the expulsion of the Alligewi, who fled from their
ancient seats, by way of the Mississippi river, never to return.
The devastated country was apportioned among the conquerors ;
the Mengwe choosing their residence in the neighborhood of
the great lakes, and the Lenape in the lands of the South.

" After some years, during which the conquerors lived together
in much harmony, the hunters of the Lenape crossed the Alle
ghany mountains, and discovered the great rivers, Susquehanna
and Delaware. Exploring the Skeyickby country, (New Jersey,)
they reached the Hudson, to which they ~ave the name of
Malticanittuck. Upon their return to their nation, they described
the country they had visited, 88 abounding in game, fruits, fish
and fowl, and destitute of inhabitants. Concluding this to be
the home destined for them by the Great Spirit, the tribe estab
lished themselves upon the four great rivers, the Hudson,
Delaware, Susquehanna and Potomac, making the Delaware, to
which they gave the name of Lenapewihittuck, (the river of the
Lenape) the centre of their possessions,"

"They say, however, that-all of their nation who crossed the
Mississippi did not reach this country; .and that a part remained
west of the Namoesi Sipu. They were finally divided into three
great bodies; the larger, one-half of the whole, settled on the
.A.tlantic; the other half was separated into two parts; the
stronger continued beyond the M1ssiSSippi, the other remained
on its eastern bank.

O~ * '* * '* * *
"The Mengwe hovered for some time on the borders of the

lakes, with their canoes, in readiness to fly should the Alligewi
return. Having grown bolder, and their numbers increasing,
they stretched themselves along the St. Lawrence, and became,
on the north, near neighbors to the Lenape tribes.

"The Mengwe and the Lenape, in the progress of time, be
came enemies. The latter re}>resent the former as treacherous
and crnel, pursuin~ pertinaciously an insidious and destructive
policy toward their more generous neighbors. Dreading the
power of the Lenape, the Mengwe resolved, by involving them
m war with distant tribes, to reduce their strength. They com
mitted murders upon the members of one tribe, and induced the
injured party to believe that they were perpetrated by the Del-

• Delaware ba,Y and river were caned bv the Indians, Marisqueton. Makeis
kitton, Makeiskkiskon, and Lenapewihittnck ;" by the Dutch, Zuydt or South nvcr,
Charles river, and NaR8&U river ; and by the Swedes, New Swedeland Btrearn.~Gor(.i(mts

Gazeueer. The English gave it the name of Delaware in honor of Lord De La Wan.
W. L. Stone gives another Indian name for the Dda.'\\oaJ·c-Maku-isk-kiskan.- ride

Hi:,tory (.If U-yOf/li"g.
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awares. Expeditions against the latter followed as a matter of
course, and their hunters were surprised and slaughtered.

"Each nation or tribe had a particular mark upon its war
clubs, which, placed beside a murdered person, denoted the
aggressor. The Mengwe perpetrated a murder in the Cherokee
country, and left with the dead body a 'war-club bearing the
insignia of the Lenape. The Cherokees, in revenge, fell suddenly
upon the latter, and commenced along and bloody war. The
treachery of the Mengwe was at length discovered, and the
Delawares turned upon them with the determination to extirpate
them. They were the more strongly induced to take this reso
lution, as the cannibal propensities of the Mengwe had reduced
them, in the estimation of the Delawares, below the rank of
human beings.*

"Hitherto each tribe of the Mengwe had acted under the
direction of its particular chiefs; and, although the nation could
not control the conduct of its members, it was made responsible
for their outrages. Pressed by the Lenape, they resolved to
form a confederation which might enable them hetter to con
centrate their forces in war, and to regulate their affairs in pence.
Thannewago, an aged Mohawk, was the projector of this alliance.
Under his auspices, five nations, the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onon
dsgas, Cayugas, and Senecas, formed a species of re~ublic.
governed by the united councils of their aged and experienced
sachems and chiefs. To these, a sixth nation, the Tuscaroras,
was added, in 1712. This last originally dwelt in the western
part of North Carolina; but having formed a deep and general
conspiracy to exterminate the whites, were driven from their
country, and adopted by the Iroquois confederacy.f The bene
ficial effects of this system early displayed themselves. The
Lenape were checked, and the Mengwe, whose warlike disposi
tion soon familiarized them with fire-arms, procured from the
Dutch, were enabled, at the same time, to contend with them,
to resist the French, who attempted the settlement of Canada,
and to extend their conquests over a large portion of the country
between the Atlantic and the Mississippi. But, being pressed
hard by their new, they became desirous of reconciliation with
with their old enemies; and for this purpose, if the tradition of
the Delawares be credited, they effected one of the most extra
ordinary strokes of policy which history has recorded.

"The mediators between the Indian nations at war are the
women. The men, however weary of the contest, hold it cow-

• The Iroquois or Mengwe sometimes ate the bodies of their prisoners.
[HecketDelder, IJ. N. Y: m« oa., 55.

The same charge b ... been made agr.inst toe AlgonquinaJ loudthat they drank their
enemies' blood.-See Hiatory ot Pontiac'as War.

t Smith's New York.
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ardly aDd di8graoeful to seekreconciliation. They deem it incon
sistent in a warrior, to speak of peace with bloody weapons in
his buds. He m118t maintain a determined courage, and appear
ai all times as determined and willing to ~t as at the oom
menoeDleni of hostilities. With such aispositions, Indian wars
would be interminable, if the women did not interfere, and per
suade the oombatanta to buy the hatchet, and make peace with
eseh other. Their prayers aeldom failed of the desired effect.

U The function of the peace-maker W88 honorable and dignified,
and its 888UDlptiOD ~y & cou.rageoos aDd powerful nation could
not be Inglorious, This station the Mengwe urged upon the
Lenape. 'They had reilected,' they said, 'upon the state of the
Indi&D. race, and were convinced that no means remained to
preserve it, unless some magnanimous nation 'would assume the
character of the WOMAN. It could noS be wven to 8r 'weak and
contemptible tribe; such would not be listened to; but the
Lenape and their allie8, would at once possess influence and
command respect.'

U The facts upon which these arguments were founded, 'Were
known to the Delawares, and in a moment of blind confidence
in the sincerity of the Iroquois, they acceded to the proposition,
and assumed the petticoat. The ceremony of the metamor
phosis was performed with great rejoicings at Albany, in the
presence of the Dutch, whom the Lenape chat-loge with haying
conspired with the Mengwe for their destruction.

U Having thus disarmed the Delawares, the Iroquois assumed
over them the rights of protection and command. But, still
dreading their strength, they artfully involved them again in
'war with the Cherokees, promised to fight their battles, led them
into an ambush of their foes, and deserted them. The Delawares,
at length, comprehended the treachery of their arch enemy, and
resolved to resume their arms, and being still superior in num
bers, to crush them. But ii W&8 too lase. The Europeans were
now making their way into the country in every direction, and
gH.ve ample employment to the astonished Lenape,

"The Mengwe deny these machinations. They aver that they
conquered the Delawares by force of arms, and made them a
subject people." And, although they are unable to detail the
circumstances of this conquest, it is more rational to SUppOfie it
hue, than that a brave, numerous and warlike Dation should
have voluntarily Buffered themselves to be disarmed and enslaved
by a shallow artifice; or that, discovering the fraud practiced
npon them, they should unresistingly have submitt~~~ its con
sequences. This conquest was not an empty acquisition to the
Mengwe. They claimed dominion over all the lands occupied

• Lossing .y. that tbe Lenni Lenape WE're conquered by tbe lroqu"i& in 1650.
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by the Delawares, and, in many instances, their claims were
distinctly acknowledged. Parties of the Five Nations occasionally
occupied the Lenape country, and wandered over it, at all times,
at their pleasure.*

"Whatever credit may be due to the traditiona of the Lenape
relative to their migration from the West, there is strong evi
dence in support of their pretensions to be considered the
source whence a great portion of the Indians of North .America
was derived."t

Competent judges have pronounced the language of the Del
awares or Lenni Lenape the most perfect of any Indian tongue.j
Rev. N. W. Jones, in an interesting paper contributed to the
.,Collections of the Ulster Historical Society," S&Js their
U language is distinguished by great beauty, strength and flexi
bility. It has the flower of compressing a whole sentence into
a single word. T lis is done by taking the most important
syllable of each word, and sometimes only single letters, and
forming, nveording to the laws of euphony, a new word, express
ing a variety of ideas, each of which is known by its repre
sentative letter or svllable.

"The language ~f the Minai differed somewhat from the
southern Delawares; but not saough to be classed 88 a sepa
rate dialect. It was a little broader, more guttural, and not
quite 80 pleasant to the ear. They have left behind them as
mementoes of their existence, names that they gave to moun
tains, streams and localities; but these are, in many instances,
so corrupted that it is difficult to trace them back to their
Indian origin."

No people, ancient or modem, bestowed more beautiful names
on 'water courses and valleys than the Lenape. Such localities
afforded them the greatest pleasure, and therefore they ga.ve
them appellations which delight the ear, though it may be long
accustomed to perfect euphony, and the most exact rules of
rhythm, What words are noted for a sweeter cadence than
lIahonin~, Wyoming, osinsing, Wyalusing, l\Ioyamensing,
llamekotmg, Shamoking, }Iingwing, etc.? Such names delight
the ear as does the rich, sweet harmony of the hermit thrush,
Their names of mountains on the other'hand are rugged, mass
ive and angular, viz: Shawangunk, Mohunk, Cashiegtonck,
Wacchung, Scuunemunk, etc.

Those who profess to be learned in such matters, 8.88ert that
these and other Indian names have significations or meanings

• It is 81lPP08P.d th&t the Indiane who &it&cked Bod8on, wheD he viaited the ~orch
River, ~er{: Iroquois.

t This tradition is borrowed by Gordon from Heckewelder.
~ Thompson'.. Hibt·c1ry of Long Island,
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which are descriptive of the several objects to which they belong.
This assertion is undoubtedly true; but the significations have,
in a great majority of cases, been lost by the whites, or have
never been known by them. Some persons, to appear erudite,
have invented translations of these names. Thus it has been
said that" Bhatcanu is the Mohegan word for "white salt," and
"guNc" for "rocks" or "piles of rocks." These definitions have
been adopted by the authors of the "Historical Collections of
New York," and also by the learned gentlemen who made a
geological survey of the State, notwithstanding "Shasoam" is
the word of the Algonquins for" southern," and "gtm1c" or c~ unk,"
in the Lenape tongue means "elevation," "top," "up," "ex
alt-ed," etc, Shawangunk should be translated Southern mount
ain.* [See Collections of the Ulster Historical Society.] It
may be also said tha.t "i1UJ" or "ink"t generally terminates the
names of valleys and streams. "Uck" however, is a suffix, many
times, of the names of rivers which empty into the ocean, as the
Algonquin name of the Hndson-e-Shattemuck or Mohicanittuck j

-of the Delaware--LenapetUihittuck: of other rivers-Sauga
tUCK, Nauqatuck, etc.

No doubt, many curious but unprofitable questions in regard
to the signification of Lenape 'names, would meet with satisfac
tory answers, if referred to some intelligent member of the
Delaware tribe.

At an early day after the visit of Hudson to the river which
bears his name, the Dutch established trading posts for the
purpose of buying from the Indians their valuable furs and pel
tries. One of these posts was at the Manhattans, now New
York; another at Fort Orange, now Albany; and the third in
importance at Sopes or Esopus, now Kingston. It is claimed
that they commenced tradinfi at the latter place as early as 1614:.
Considering the net-work of Indian paths which led to that point,
their operations there at 80 early a day, prove that they were
influenced by their proverbial sagacity and good Hense.

Between the years 1617 and 1620, it is said, th~! began to
settle at Esopus, as well as at some other places in New Jersey
and New York.t

In 1626, Peter Minnit, the first Dutch governor, arrived, after
which the work of colonization went on vigorously. The land
oecupied by the Hollanders was almost invariably purchased at
a price and under circumstances which are considered moral by
traders, although it must be confessed that the advantages were

• Shawnee means Southern people. [Hiat. Coll of Ohio.

t The letters 9 &Ild Ie are interchangeable In tho Lenape ton~e.
. [Bev. N. W. Jones.*Gordon's New Jersey.
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all on one side. The Dutch did not resolve that the earth was
the Lord's; that he had conferred it on his people; and that
tkey were his people; and then proceed to take the land from
its heathen owners, peaceably or forcibly, as was practicable or
necessary. They adopted a. more judicious and liumane mode.
They bought the land of the savages, and paid, generally in
trinkets and baubles, the least price for which they could get it.
Both methods of acquiring territory amounted to the same thing
in the end. The savage lost his possessions and became poor
and impotent, while the strange race acquired wealth and
dominion.

In 1631, the Dutch West India Company commenced a settle
ment on the Delaware at Lewis Creek, under David Pieterson
de Vries, a director of the Company, having two years previously
purchased the territ-ory of the Lenape Indians----more than half
a century anterior to Penn's famous purchase from the same
race of people. After building a trading-house and a fort, De
Vries returned to Holland, leaving his infant colony in charge of
Giles Osset. As an evidence that the region had been formally
taken possession of by his countrymen, Osset caused the arms
of the States-General to be painted on a plate of tin, which he
posted on a column raised for that purpose. The natives re
garded the bright metal, with its mystic characters, as an object
greatly to be coveted, and one of them stole it. This act of the
Igllorant Lenape Osset considered an insult to his nation, and
demanded redress so pertinaciously and energetically, that the
Indians cut the head from their offending brother, and delivered
it to Osset, who, shocked at what they had done, reprimanded
them severely. Instead of hard words, they had no doubt ex
peoted a substantial peace offering in the shape of wampum or
trinkets. They consequently departed in a dissatisfied mood,
and soon after, when the colonists were at work in their fields,
murdered them one by one, greeting each &8 they came to him
in a. friendly manner, Osset, who had given the offense, was
among the first who were massacred.

When De Vries returned in 1632, he found but the ashes of
the dwellings, and the unburied remains of his friends. As he
was not in a situation to punish the murderers, he made a new
treaty with them. The treacherous Lenape, notwithstanding
this treaty, conspired to destroy him and those who accompa
nied him; but, being warned by a squaw of their designs, he
did not fall into the snare laid for him. He then made another
treaty; but in a short time left for Holland, with the colonists
who came with him on his last voyage.

This, it should be remembered, is the white man's version.
Perhaps, ii the Lenape could have kept the record, they would
have told of some things which have been omitted by the pale
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face. We are more inclined to believe that the whole truth has
not been handed down to 118 concerning these and other troubles
with the Indians, because, in cases where we kmoui that strict
and impartial justice marked the intercourse of the Europeans
with the sons of the forest, and an intelligent view was taken of
their idiosyncrasies, the whites possessed their unbounded con
fidence and friendship.

Thus, the Swedes, who planted a colony in the Lenape country,
on the Delaware, in 1638, and who never wronged the natives,
but treated them with Christian charity and love, never had any
difficulty with them.* The utmost harmony prevailed as long
as the enlightened and just emigrants from Swedeland main
tained their ground. Gordon says, the Swedes" refrained from
every species of injury to the natives, cultivated their favor by a
just and liberal commerce, supplying them with articles suitable
to their wants, and employed all friendly means to win them to
the Christian faith. The result of these measures 'was such as
they should have produced. The savage was disarmed by
respect and gratitude."

It does not appear, however, that these worthy men made
much progress m converting the Delawares to Christianity.
Grahame relates, that "the Indians sometimes attended the
religious assemblies of the Swedes; but with so little edification,
that they expressed their amazement that one man should detain
his tribe with such lengthened harangues, without offering to
entertain them with brandy." And Acrelius tells us that "the
ire of the Indians on one occasion, was particularly directed
against the pastor, who, speaking alone during divine service,
was supposed to exhort his audience to hostility against them."
A speedy explanation quieted their suspieions.f

The Quakers claim that the pacific policy of the government
of Pennsylvania for many years met with equal favor from the
simple and savage Lenape. And the settlers of Mjnisink-a
mere handful of men, surrounded by the Delawares, and wholly
in their power, gave the Indians no cause for complaint, and
enjoyed their friendship, until landsharks and unprincipled
traders stripped the natives of then' possessions.

Penn's celebrated purchase of the Lenape, in 1682, however,
was no "new thing under the sun." The people of New York
and New Jersey were as careful to extinguish the Indian titles
to lands as the Proprietors of Pennsylvania, and they exercised

• It UlSUppoeedby some, that the Swede. explored ~eDelaware, &8 far &II <Afchecton,
and were toe first white men who visited t.hia county. The cordial frJendship main
a.ined by them WIth the Indiana renders the auppoBition quite plausible.

t .All anthon~, that the Swedes complained more of the mosquitoes than the
I&v&seat and that they were driven from one of their forts by these bloodthirsty and
remonelees insects. [See Gordon's Histor}· or Xew -Iersey, p. 14:.
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this care long before Penn owned an acre of Ian 1Il America.
In 1682, laws were in force in both New York and New JerseJ,
UDder which DO man could acquire real estate as long as the
Dative title was Dot extinguished by purchase or treaty. ' Tis
true, dishonest men evaded the intention of the laws of those
colonies; and 80 they did under the Quaker government of Penn
sylvania. Penn himself did not pay the Lenape a tithe of a
tithe of what their lands were actually worth. It has been said
by the admirers of the Quakers, that they lived at peace with
the Lenape from 1682 to 1755, in consequence of their superior
honesty. The Lenape were atpeace with all the world during that
time, and when war broke out in 1755, their complaints against
the Proprietors of Pennsylvania were exceedingly bitter. The
Quakers had a true Puritanical appreciation of their own right
eous dealings with the Indians, and magnified their own merits
accordingly. Such is history stripped of its ornaments, snd in
plain dt'ab!

From the first, the Dutch supplied the Iroquois confeder
ates with arms, which led to the supremacy of the latter over
the Lenape and other tribes. It was a master-stroke of policy,
and was adopted to the fnllest extent at a later period by the
English. By securing the good-will and rendering the power
of 'he Six Nations invincible, the natives of the interior became
8. bulwark against the French, and a scourge to the Lenape of
the frontier. From this cause alone, the Lenape were reduced
by the haughty and pampered Iroquois to the condition of
squaws, and were compelled to wear the metaphorical petticoat.
They could not withstand the muskets of the Mengwe on the
one side, while they were assailed by the whites on the other.

They were a brave, proud and haughty race when assailed
by foes; but as affectionate and loving as children in the absence
of wrong or the suspicion of it. For ages the'y had gloried in
their exploits while waging war with the Iroquois ; consequently
when the Dutch at Fort Orange (Albany) furnished the Mo
hawks with fire-arms, and refused to treat the Minsis at Fort
Amsterdam (New York) in the same manner, the latter con
sidered it an insult to their nation, and a sufficient cause of
war. Hence, when Thomas Chambers and others removed from
Bensselaerswyck to Esopus in 1652, they were driven off by the
Wampings, or, as the Dutch called them, Waranawankongs.
These settlers returned, however, in 1657, and at first were
unmolested.* Soon, however, under the influence of rum, the
natives became 9uarrelsome, and killed one of the settlers,
burned the buildings of another, and foroed others to plough

• Buttenber's Ristorv of Sewburgh. In 1656, we ftnd on Van der Donk's M&J> of
New Netherland, the district lyiug between lIvderer'1J creek aDd E50PUI marked u
(he territory of the Waranawa.n]wngl.
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their (the Indians') cultivated lands. In consequence of these
irregularities, Governor Stuyvesant visited Esopus with 8 nnm
her of soldiers, and summoned the chiefs before him. A treaty
of peace was patched up, and a grant of land acquired bI
the Dutch from the original owners. But the peace was of
short duration; for the Governor's presence was again necessary
in the succeeding "Jear, (1658,) when he demanded all the Esopus
lands which had been explored by the Dutch. These lands
were much prized by the natives of Esopus, as they were well
adapted to their mode of cultivation; hence it is not surprising
that the chiefs refused to part with them, and retired from the
conference. The sturdy Governor, however, took possession of
the lands, and built a fort to hold them. This maddened the red
men, and their rage was rendered furious soon after by a wanton
and causeless outrage. A number of Indians had completed a
job of husking com for Thomas Chambers, when they asked
for and obtained a quantity of brandy. A carouse followed,
during which some Dutchmen murdered one of the drunken
Indians, and wounded two others. This cowardly act was fol
lowed by the war-whoop, and the investment of the settlement
by over ·four hundred duskr warriors, who destroyed the houses,
barns and crops of the whites, and took eight or ten prisoners,
who were burned at the stake. The Governor was once more
sent for, and came with an armed force. At his approach, the
red men fled to the woods, where they were not followed in
consequence of heavy rains. However, through Mohegan and
Wappmg chiefs, a truce was effected.

In the spring of 1660,hostilities were renewed vigorously. An
Indian castle at Wiltmeet was plundered and destroyed, and 8eT

eral savages made prisoners. The Indians then sued for peace and
proposed to exchange prisoners. Refusing to listen to their
overtures, Stuyvesant, to terrify them still more, sent several
captive chiefs, who were in his hands, to Curacoa, as slaves.
Hostilities continued. The Dutch forces swept the adjacent
country, and penetrating the district of the Papagonks, took
their castle, and slew Preumanaker, the oldest and best of their
chiefs, who was too old to flee with his people. "What do you
here, dogs?" he asked defiantly, as he aimed an arrow at the
soldiers, with hands trembling from age. He was seized and
disarmed, and being too infirm to follow the party on foot, was
subsequently killed with his own tomahawk.

The clans now held a council, and Sewackenamo, the Esopus
chief, asked the wishes of the assemblage. "We will fight no
more," replied the warriors. U We wish to plant in peace, and
live in quiet," said the squaws. "We will kill no more hogs
and fowls," answered the young men. The wish for peace being
general, the Esopus chief visited the Hackinsacks, who were
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friends of the Dutch, and through them once more sued for
peace. Stuyvesant again met the chiefs at Esot:' again made
an extravagant demand for land, and this time . demand was
acceded to. During the negotiations, the Indians asked that
their enslaved chiefs should be restored; but, &8 they had be
come the chattels of Dutchmen in a far-off' colony, Stuyvesant
replied that they must be considered dead. Although deeply
grieved at this answer, the chiefs agreed to the treaty, and de
parted.*

Three years of peace followed. The Indians carried out the
terms of the treaty until the Dutch ~&n to trespass on their
lands at Hurley, where they built a village which they called
Niew Dorp or village, on lands outside the grant made ill 1660.
Threats of vengeance were again muttered, which were quickly
followed by what is known as the second Esopus war, the his
tolJ' of which we will now give.

To be more certain of success, the Esopus clans endeavored
to ~et the "rappings of Dutchess, and the Man&88ing clans
to Join them, and succeeded partially. While plotting to
destroy the Dutch of Esopus, they covered their designs with
the mask of friendship, and only two days preceding the attack
on Wiltwick and the Niew Dorp, lulled the suspicions of the
whites with propositions for a new treaty.

On the 7th of June, 1663, 9 " ...appings, 30 Ma.nassingB and
about 160 of the Esopus Indians, entered the two villages, in
the forenoon, from different points, brinteng with them small
quantities of maize and beans, which n~:r" carried to ev~
quarter of the villages, under pretense of selling them. In this
manner they hoped that they could seize a favorable moment,
and exterminate the unsuspecting settlers.

After they had been in Kingston about fifteen minutes, some
people on horseback rode into the village furiously, exclaiming,
"The Indians have destroyed the New Village 1" (Hurley). on
hearing this, the savages immediately fired their guns, and then
commenced hewing down the villagers 'with axes and tomahawks.
They also continued to fire upon them from various quarters.

The village was set on fire on the windward side, and soon a
disastrous conflagration was in prospect, when the wind provi
dentially changed, aad the progress of the flames was arrested.
Houses were plundered, and women and children taken prisoners
and hurried beyond the village gates.

There were not at the time seventy-five able-bodied men living
m Kingston, and a large portion of them were at work on their
farms beyond the limits of the village, Those who were there,
though a majority of them had neither guns nor side-arms, were

• We hal'e quoted largeJ~' from Buttenber's Hilltory of Nt:wbureh.
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soon rallied by Captain Thomas Chambers, (who was suffering
from a wound,) and the savages, although numbering at least
four to one, were driven away.

In the evening, when all had come in from their farms, and
the refugees from Hurley had arrived, it was found that only
sixty-nine efficient men could be mustered.

In this affair the savages killed, in Kingston, 12 men, 4 women,
and 2 children; at Hurley, 3 men-total, 21.* At Kingston, they
took 5 women and 5 children prisoners; and at Hurley, 1 man,
8 'women and 26 children-total, 45. In Kingston, 8 men were
wounded, one of whom died from his wounds, and 12 houses
were burnt. The" New Village" was entirely destroyed, except
one uncovered bam.

The blow was a terrible one to the settlers, and was deeply
felt, and amply avenged. 'Yell might Hermanns Blom, the
first Dutch cl~i'gYmall of Esopus, exclaim: "O! lliJ bowels!
my bowels! I ain pained at my heart! for the dead lay as
sheaves behind the mower."

On the 16th of the same month, an unimportant skirmish took
place on the road from Kingston to Rondout, in which one white
man was killed and six wounded. After this, the Indians at no
time made a stand; but were hunted like wild beasts by soldiers
sent from l\Ianhattan (New York). These soldiers were under
the command of Captain Martin Kregier, and were accompanied
by some Long Island Indians. The force employed, including
the Esopus volunteers, numbered about 275. Scouting parties
were sent out in every direction in which it was supposed hostile
Indians could be found. The savages were killed, taken captive,
or pursued from mountain to mountain. Their crops and food
were destroyed, and their wigwams burned. Some of these ex
peditions extended into the Iimits of Sullivan, as we shall see in
a future page.

Among the prisoners captured by the Indians at Hurley, Was
Catharine Blanchan, the wife of Lewis Du Bois. She and three
other females were taken to the wigwams of their captors, on
the Shawangnnk or Assinink creek, a stream 'Which forms a part
of the eastern boundary of the town of Marnakating. From an
Indian prisoner, Mr. i>u Bois learned that by following "the
first Big ,,;ater, to where another Big " ...ater emptied into it;
then the second to where a third Big \Vater was ID{)t; and then
the last to a certain landmark, he 'would find the captives."
These Big 'Vaters 'were the Rondout, the 'Yalkill and the
Shawangunk or Assinink.

Mr. Du Bois speedily induced several of his friends to join

• Dominie BIQm savs ~4 'Wt>rf- kilh-d, To make this numb--r. he count-xl W·l) ¥.,.',n,'"
infantR and on.' man 'who die-d ~ubqf·'ll1~nth.
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him in an attempt to rescue his wife and her companions. They
followed the direction of the savage, and found that he had
given a correct description of the route. Thev pressed onward
eagerly and anxiously, Du Bois in advance of the others. He
very nearly fell a victim to his impetuosity. As they were
ascending the Shawangunk, he discovered an Indian secreted
behind a tree in the act of firin~ upon him. The arrow, luckily,
missed its mark, when Du Bois Instantly sprang upon the savage,
and slew him with his sword. Soon alter they came in sight of
the objects of their search.

The conduct of the savages had led the captives to believe
that they were to be put to death-burnt at the stake-a fate
which v~ry few, if anv women, have met at the hands of the red
man. 1\1llle the Indians were piling f~ots, these truly CJnis.
tian ladies, it is said, in view of the ternble death which theI
believed awaited them, sang the 137th Psalm in the Refonned
Dutch Church Collection,* which we copy here as probably the
first Christian song heard on the banks of the Shawangunk:t

By Babers stream the captives sate,
And wept for Zion's hapless fate:
Useless their harps on willows hung,
While foes required 8 sacred song.

With taunting voice and scornful eye,
"Sin~ us a song of heaven," they cry:
"While foes deride our God, and King,
How can we tune our harps or sing?

U If Zion's woes our hearts forget,
Or cease to mourn for Israel's fate,
Let useful skill our hands forsake;
Our Hearts with hopeless sorrow break.

4' Thou, ruin'd Salem, to our eyes
Each dav, in sad remembrance rise!
Should we e'er cease to feel thy 'wrongs,
Lost be our joys, and mute our tongues!

"R.emember, Lord, proud EOOm's sons,
Who cried, exulting at our groans,
"nile Salem trembled at her base,
'Rase them: her deep foundations rase.' "

• Ma.rot's French Paalms. We have 8ubetitu~ a translation of the original.
t The fears of these excellent Christian ladiea were baseleu. The aborigines MTer

bnmcd female prisoneza at the stake, or made them the victims of IU8t, except under
the cover of marriage.
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""hile thus the)" sang, the 1l10Url1el"S view'd
Their foes by C)7US' arm subdued,
.And saw his glory rise, who spread
Their streets, and fields, with hosts of dead.

Pleas'd, they foresaw the blest decree,
That set their tribes from bondage free;
Renew'd the temple, and restor'd
The sacred worship of the Lord.

Tradition says the savages were charmed with the music, and
delayed the execution of the singers while they listened. But
deliverance was at hand. A panic seized the red men. They
discovered the 'whites, and fled for the mountains, The captives,
at first, not knowing the cause of alurm, ran after them. But
soon they heard behind them the shouting of well-known voices,
and turning, they flew' to the arms of their husbands,

After spending the night at the camping-ground of the In
dians, 'where they rendered themselves comfortable by a good
fire made with the fagots gathered by the Indians, the party
returned to their homes, '*

During this expedition, Mr. Du Bois discovered the great
richness of the valley of the 'Valkill; and three years afterwards
he and eleven others bought of the native propnetors 144 square
miles of the fat lands of that region, for which they obtained 8,

patent.
On the 26th of July, 162 Dutchmen, 41 Long Island Indians,

And 7 negroes left Kingston to attack the savages at their fort,
about :-30 miles distant, "mostly" in a south-west direction.
They had as guide a woman who had been a prisoner of the
sa"ages, and took with them two lieces of cannon, and two
wagons, Each man was provide with two pounds of hard
bread and one-half of a soft loaf, two pounds of pork and one
half of a Dutch cheese. Their progress was slow, as they were
obliged to bridge the streams, and haul their cannon and
"'agi))}s up and down the mountains with ropes. On the second
day, they found it neCeSSHJ"y to leave the cannon, when within
"a short mile" of the fort. They intended to surprise the en{jmy
in the latter; but found it abandoned, and succeeded in taking
but. one red-skin-s-a squaw.

The next forenoon, guided by the squaw, they sent 140 men
to hunt the Indians on the mountains; but finding it impossible
to overtake or surprise any, they rebarnod, and for two days and
a half the whole party employed themselves in destroying the

• _\.°.eonnt of the Set·~mentof ~ew Paltz, ~thered from Tra.ditionR a.nd Documents.
by Edmund Eltinge, [Ulster Hist, Col., p, 40.



THE LENNI LEN.lPK. 81

growing crops and the old maize of the Indians. The latter
was stored in pits. Over 200 acres of com, and more than 100
pits of com and beans were rendered worthless by the invaders.
The savages witnessed these operations from the neighboring
hills and mountains, but made no resistance.

On the 31st, the fort and all the houses of the Indians were.
burned, after which the party returned to Kingston. It is sup:
posed that this fort was on the head-waters of the Kerhonkson.

Mter this expedition, the savages proceeded to build a new
fort, thirty-six miles south-south-west from Kingston, and prob
ably on the Shawangnnk or Assinjnk, in the town of Mama
kating,* To this fort Captain Kregier resolved to follow them,
and on the 3d of September he marched for it with fifty-five
men and an Indian guide of the Wapping tribe. After marching
two days, he came to their first maize field, where he discovered
two squaws and a Dutch woman gathering corn. He says in
his journal:

"As the creek lay between us and the cornfield, though we
would fain have the woman, it was impossible to ford the stream
without being seen and then discovered. We therefore adopted
the resolution to avoid the cornfield and the road, and turned
into the woods so as not to be seen. About 2 o'clock in the
afternoon we came within sight of their fort, which we discovered
on a lofty plain. Divided our forces in two-Lieutenant Cowen
hoven and I led the ri~ht wing, and Lieutenant Stilwil and En
sign Nilssen the left wmg. Proceeded in this disposition along
the hill 80 as not to be seen, and in order to come ri~ht under
the fort; but as it was somewhat level on the left SIde of the
fort, and the soldiers were seen by a squaw who was piling wood
there, and who sent forth a terrible scream, which was heard by
the Indians who were standing and working near the fort, we
instantly fell upon them. The Indians rushed through the fort
towards their houses, which stood about a stone's throw from
the fort, in order to secure their arms, and thus hastily picked
up a few guns and bows and arrows; but we were so hot at their
heels that they were forced to leave many of them behind. We
kept up a sharp fire on them, and pursued them 80 closely that
they leaped into the creek which ran in front of the lower \~
of their maize land. On reaching the opposite side of the . ~

they cour~~u~lyreturned our fire, which we sent back, 80 that
we were obliged to send a party 8Cl'OSS to dislodge them.

"In this attack the Indians lost their chief, named Papequan
aeken, fourteen other warriors, four women and three children,
whom we saw lying both on this and the other side of the creek;

• There a.re grounds for the IRlppolliiion that Uae DeW fori 1t'U iD the toWJl of
Neversink.

6
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but probably many more were wounded when rushing from the
fort to the houses, when we did give them a brave charge. OIl
our side, three were killed and six wounded, and we have reeov
ered twenty-three Christian prisoners out of their hands. We
have also taken thirteen of them prisoners, both men and women,
besides an old man who accompanied us about half an hour, but
would not go farther. We took h1~m aside and gave him n.islast
meal. A captive Indian child died on the way, 80 that eleven
of them still remain our prisoners."

The enemy being defeated, a council of war was held by the
officers, and the question submitted whether they should destroy
the maize of the savages. As they had six wounded men and
but five horses, it was necessary to carry one of the wounded on
a litter with great trouble. More might be injured while cutting
and spoiling the corn, whose removal would cause much incon
venience, and therefore it was resolved tha.t the maize should
not be cut at that time.

The houses were found to contain a large quantity of bear,
elk and deer skins, notassin, blankets and other things highly
prized by the Indians, including kettles, twenty-five guns, twenty
pounds of powder, considerable wampum, etc. " A sloop could
have been filled with them;" but as no such vessel ever had
ascended the Shawangunk, the Dutchmen took with them what
they could conveniently carry, and destroyed the remainder.

Captain Kregier says, "the fort was a perfect square, with
one row of pelisades set all round, being about fifteen feet above,
and three feet under ground. They had already completed two
angles of stout palisades, all of them almost 88 thick as a man's
body, having two rows of port-holes, one above the other; and
they were bus~ at the third angle. These angles were con
structed so solid and strong as not to be excelled by Christians."

Until the previous night, the prisoners had been concealed
eTery evening in the woods-each time in a different plaee
where they were kept until morning. But on the day before the
attack, a Mohawk had visited the savages, and advised them to
let the captives remain in the fort at night, as the Dutch could
not come 80 far without being discovered. The advice was fol
lowed; but the result proved that it was not good for the
Indians.

Nothing remarkable occurred during the homeward journey,
except the murder of the old Indian, and the death of the pa..
~. The body of the latter was thrown into a creek.

The route to this fort is described as "somewhat stony and
hilly; but the road (an Inman one) for the ~eater part good."

On the 2d of October, Captain KreCsvislted this furl again,
with 108 whites and 46 Marseping In· . He found five large
pits near the fort into which the Esopus Indians had cast their
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dead. The wolves had dug up and devoured some of the car
casses. Near the creek were four other pits full of dead Indians,
and further on were the unburied remains of three men, a
squaw and a child, which had been almost entirely devoured by
crows and wolves.

A party of Dutchmen and Indians were immediately sent
twelve miles in a south-westerly direction, where it was supposed
some Indians 'would be found. This party must have penetrated
Mamakating valley, at a point south of Wurlsborongh, and verv
near the territory of the Manassings. Nothing was found there
except some 'Wigwams which had been a long time deserted.

The fort of the Indians and their com and wigwa.ms were all
destroyed. About two days were spent in the work of demoli
tion. The party then returned without having seen an enemy.*
The Indians who were located here must have been numerous.

This virtually terminated the war. The savages known as
::Esopus Indians were completely cowed. Their principal war
riors were slain-their WIgwams burned-and every ounce of
food which the Dutchmen could lay their hands upon, was de
stroyed. Starvation and an inclement winter were before them,
and the ruthless and merciless Dutch soldiers everywhere at
their heels.

A truce followed in December. The savages, destitute of
food and shelter, except what was given them by the Manas
sings and other friendly clans, must have suffered much during
the ensuing winter. Probably more perished from des~itution

before peace was secured than by the snaphance carbines of
the Dutehmen~6.

In May, 18'64, they sued for peace, and made a treaty of
friendship.t I It was never broken by the Esopus clans, which
in time became extinct by vices which they learned from the
whites, and bv absorption into other Lenape tribes.

On the 3d of the following September, New Amsterdam passed
from its Dutch rulers to the hands of the English, and became
the royal colony of New York, with Nicolls, its conqueror, as
Governor. Governor Nicolls, soon after he came into pov;er,
made a treaty with the n original people" of Ulster and Sullivan,
a copy of which may be found in the Historical Collections of
the former county.

• Dooamentary History of New York.
t Loesing'a Unit.ed States.
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TREATY

Between Colonel Richard Nicolls, Governor of New York, and
the Esopus Indians, 1665..

[From the original in the Ulster County Clerk's Offlce.]

".A.n .A.greement made betUJeen Richard Nicdls, Esq., Governor
under his Royall Hiqhnesse, the Duke of Yorke, and the Sa
chem« and p. cal1MJ, the S0pe8 lrulyana.

"That no Act of Hostillity shall at any time bee committed
on either part, or if any damage shall happen to bee done by
either pariy, to the COme, Cattle, Horses, Hoggs, Houses, or
any other Goods whatsoever, of the other party, full satisfaction
shall be given upon demand for the same.

"That if any Christian shall wilfully kill an Indyan, or any
Indyan a Christian, hee shall bee put to death. And the said
Sachems do promise on their parts, to bring any such Indyan
to ye Officer m charge at the Sopus, to receive his punishment
there.

"That a convenient House shall bee built where the said In
dyans may at any time Lodge without the Ports of said Towne,
in which House ye Indyans are to leave their .Armes, and ma.y
come without molestason, to Sell or Buy what they please from
the Christians.

"That in Case any Christian should kill an Indyan, or any
Indyan a Christian, the Pease shall not bee broaken, or any Re
venge taken, before Satisfaction is demanded by the one party,
and refused by the other, allowing.a competent time for the
apprehending of the Offender, in which Case ye Indyans are to
~ve Hostage, till ye Offender is brought to Punishm't, the said
Hostage (will be well Treated and suffer) no other Punishment,
but Imprisonment.

"That the said Sachems and their Subjects now present, do
for and in the names of themselves and their heires forever,
give, Grant, Alienate, and confirme all their Right and Interest,
Claime or demand, to a certaine Parcell of Land, lying and being
to the West and South West, of a certaine Creeke or River
called by the name of Kahanksen, and so up to the head thereof,
where the old Fort was, And so with a direct Line from thence,
through the woods, and Crosse the Meadowes, to the Great Hill,
lying and being to the West, or South West, which Great Hill is



THE LENNI LOU&. 85

to bee the true West, or Southwest Bounds of the said Lands,
and the said Crooke called Kaha.nksen, the North, or North
East Bounds of the said Lands herein mentioned to bee given,
granted and confirmed, unto the said Richard Nicolls, Governor
under his Royall Highnesse the Duke of Yorke, or his Assignes,
by the said Sachems and their Subjects forever, to hold and
Enjoy the same 88 his free Land and Possession, against any
clayme hereafter to be made by the said Sachems, or their Sub
jects, or any their heires and Successors. In token of the afore
said Agreem't, the said Sachems do deliver two Small Sticks;
and in confirmation thereof, do deliver two more small Sticks, to
the said Richard Nicolls, And in the name of the Indyans their
Subjects, and of the Subjects do deliver two other round Small
Sticks, in token of their assent to the said Agreement, And the
said Richard Nicolls does deliver (as a present) to their Sachems,
three laced Redd Coates.

U The said Sachems doth Engage to come once every yeare,
and bring some of their young People, to Acknowledge e'\"ery
part of this Agreement in the Sopes, to the end that it may be
kept in perpetual memory.

"That all past Injuryes are burred and forgotten on both
sides.

"That the young Sachem called Wingeesinoe, hath Lib~rty

for three yeares, to Plant upon a Small neck of Land over against
a Small Creeke Choughkawokanoe, unless the said young Sachem
bee warned off' by order to remove, and give place to such Chris
tians, as shall have Order from the said Richard Nicolls, or his
Assignes, to plant there, at which time, the saidloung Sachem
is to receive 8. blankett, by way of Courtosie, an to remove to
the other side of the Creeke without delay, or Clayming any
future interest thereupon.

"In consideration of the premises, the said Richard Nicolls
doth farther give, and pay to the said Sachems, and their Sub
jects, forty Blanketts, Twenty Pounds of Powder, Twenty Knives,
Six Kettles, Twelve Barrs of Lead, which Paym't we acknowledge
to have rec'd in full satisfaeeon for the Premisses, And do binde
our selves, our heires and Successors for ever, to pforme every
part of this Agreement, without any fraud or reservason of minde.
And further, That we will maintaine and Justifie the said Richard
Nicolls, or his Assigns, in the full pescable Possession of the
said Tract of Land, Roaltyes and Priviledges for ever, against
any nation of Indyans whatsoever, pretending right to the same;
In testimony whereof, wee have sett our markes, to two several
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writings, the one to remaine in the hands of the Sopes Sachems,
the other upon Record at New Yorke, this 7th day of October,
1665. RICHARD NICOLLS.

" Witnesses:
JEREllIAS VAN RENsLAEB,
pPll.JP P1ETERSON ScHUYLER,
RoBERT NEDHAJ(,
S. SALISBURY,
EDw. SACKVILE.

&chims:
The mark of ONACKATIN ~
The mark of WAPOSHEQUIQUA ~.

The mark of SEWAKONAMA ~
The m8l"k of SHEWATIN ;.<

"Indian Witnesses of the
Esopus Young men:

JPEPUNCKHAI8 ~

Th k f RoBIN CINN.UlAN ~ a Pekoct Sachem,
e mar 0 I ERMAWAWAXEu ~

LBrwACKUS ~

"Sep. 25, 1669 There appeared the second and third Sachems
above names and owned their marks:

Witness: MECHDCOAH, his mark ~ ."

For several years, the sachems and young men of the tribe
appeared occasionally at Esopus to renew and confirm the treaty.

In 1706-7, Nanisinos, the principal sachem of the Esopus In
dians sold the territory covered by the Hardenbergh Patent, as
will more fully appear in anotherchapter.

At the breaking out of "the French and Indian war," the
Lenni Lenape were a degraded people. They had lost the manly
and enterprising spirit of the brave and energetic men who
had led their ancestors from the fs.r West, through blood and
fire. In the figurative language of the Indians, their legs were
shortened. They were women. The tomahawk was taken from
them. A hoe was placed in their hands. They were pounders
of samp, and not warriors. Plumes of the war eagle were not
for them. They were slaves.

For many years, their conquerors had grown more and more
exacting. At first they were permitted by the Mengwe to hold
or sell their lands.* But now the Six Nations claimed the ab
solute ownership of all the territory they occupied, and sold it
to the whites at their pleasure. H the Lenape complained of
the conduct of the colonists in regard to land affairs, they were
rudely ordered by the Mengwe not to meddle in such matters,

~ in the led. of Orange, SulliV&ll aDdmiter eout.ies were purchued of t.he Lenspe
ed DO~ of the Iroq1l0il.



THE LENNI LENAPB--FBENCB WAlL 87

as they no longer had a right in the soil. 'Tis true, the whites
generally paid them for lands 88 well 88 the dominant Indian
race; but the Mengwe always received the largest price. The
latter, too, were generally employed to assist the white man in
battle. They were his especial favorites, and their claims to
superiority over the Lenape acknowledged in council and in
war.

As early as 1724, a portion of the Lenape, with a few of their
kindred of the Shawanee tribe, removed from their ancient seats
on the Delaware and Susquehanna to Ohio.* There they con
tinued their intercourse with English traders; and there, too,
they met the French, and became more intimately associated
with certain Algonquin tribes which had become proteges and
allies of the polished and cunning Gauls. The FrenCh, with
those seductive appliances for which they are famous, endeavored
to win the new-comers to their interests. They welcomed them
in the most cordial and kind manner-professed an ardent de
sire to promote their welfare and happiness, and proceeded to
plant in their minds the seeds of distrust and discontent.

The Frenchmen told them that the English and tL~ Mengwe
were the authors of all their misfortunes; that the one bound
them in chains, while the other robbed them; that they should
be freed from the domination of those who claimed them 88
slaves, and from the frauds of the British traders; that they
were strong and brave, and worthy to follow the war-pa.th; and
that if they would fight under the French banner, they would
regain their ancient renown and freedom.

The Lenape could boast of nothing except the exploits of
their ancestors, in times 80 remote that tradition pointed to
them with a ,·erJ misty and uncertain finger; but the memory
of a glorious past was cherished by them; and a people with
a history of which they are proud, are not hopelessly debased.
Their forefathers had conquered and destroyed magnificent
cities, and expelled from their strongholds a mighty race. And
why should not the great deeds of the olden time be re-enacted
by the descendants of heroes?

The simple-hearted Lenape listened to the words of the de
signing Gauls and repeated what they had heard to the Algon
quina of the Susquehanna and the Delaware, where they
magnified the prowess, kindness and generosity of their new
friends, and thus won some to, and prepossessed others in favor
of the French. A new era was dawning in the history of the
Lenape-an era of carnage and blood. Ninety years of peace
with the pale faces were to be followed by a ferocious war, which
lasted, WIth here and there a short Intermiasion, for forty years.
-----------------------,--

t Doc. Hist. of New York.
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Soon controversies began in regasd to titles to lands and
frauds in the exchange of other property. In these controver
sies, Teedyuscung,* the principal sachem of the Lenape, took
part with a pertinacity which terminated only with his tr~cal

death in 1763. He was a sagacious ruler, and a devoted friend
of his people, whose cause he advocated under the most dis
couraging circumstances.

About 1740, the Lenape's complaints conceming the sales of
their lands began to attract attention. They asserted that the
English did not sometimes pay them all they had agreed to;
that they generally took possession of twice as much as the,
bought; and that where they complied with the letter of their
agreements, they overreached the natives in a very reprehensible
manner. One of their modes of obtaining 8 larger tract of land
than the Lenape intended to convey is noticed in Lossing's
Field Book of the Revolution. They conveyed 8 territory to
the "Proprietors of Pennsylvania," the boundaries of which
were to extend a certain distance on the Delaware or Great
Fishkill river, and as far back, in a north-west direction, as a
man could travel in a day and a half. The Indians no doubt
intended that the depth of the tract should be about fifty miles
-the distance a man would usually walk in the time specified;
but the purchasers employed the best pedestrians in the colonies,
who did not stop by the way even to eat while running the line!
The expiration of the "day and a half" found them eighty-six
miles in the interior! The Indians were very indignant at the
manner in which the "Proprietors" had overreached them. and
boldly charged them with deception and dishonesty.t

The "Proprietors" claimed that they had become the owners
of the lands within the Forks of the Delaware. They alleged
that the Lenape had sold that r~~on soon after the greatlur
chase of William Penn, and that the Indians were fully pai for
it. To this the latter demurred, and Teedyuscung could never
be induced to admit that the sale was valid, or that his people
had received a stipulated consideration for the land. In 1742,
the "Proprietors" succeeded in having the case laid before the
Six Nations, who, after hearing the parties, decided that the dis
puted territory could not be sold by" the Lenape, as they were a
conquered people, who had lost their right in the soil, which, if
it did not belong to the straight-eoated Quakers, was the prop
erty of the Mengwe. The Lenape, being women, were severely
censured for meddling in land affairs, and were ordered to do so
no more. They were directed to remove from the Forks of the

• S&88oon was long of the Lenape tribes in 1718. T&-d&-me (Query: T&mmaDy1) was
the immediate predecessor of Teedyuscung.

t Tom Quick and the Pioneers.
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Delaware, and go to Wyoming and Juniata, and hunt west of
the Blue Hills.

They removed accordingly; but renewed their complaints,
and pressed their claims to the lands in question for more than
twenty years, as we shall see in subsequent pages.

Soon the white settlers began to crowd the Algonquins of the
Susquehanna; and when the former, in 1754, began to survey
lands which they claimed to own in that valley, some ot the
Indians removed to Ohio, and joined their brethren who had
become attached to the French, while others, under a chief
named Shecaleny, destroyed several houses at Shamokin, and
compelled the surveyor to leave.

The great purchase made by Pennsvlvania of the Onondaga
council in 1755, and the erection of a fort on the Susquehanna,
caused still more uneasiness among the Lenape. Even a portion
of the Mengwe were dissatisfied, particularly those who lived in
the vicinity of the French posts on the Ohio.

From constant nursing, the sores of the Lenape became greatly
enlarged. They commenced by alleging that they had been
wronged in regard to the Forks of the Delaware; but they finally
came to the conclusion that they continued to be the true owners
of the country almost to the Hudson river, in New York and
New Jersey, and also of Bethlehem and the lands west of it
They also declared that the whites had spoiled their hunting
grounds; that they destroyed the deer with iron traps; and that
the traders of Minisink always made the Indians drunk when
they took theirpeltries there, and cheated them while they were
intoxicated. They even re-opened wounds which had been
closed for 8. quarter of a century. Among other grievances,
they cited the death of Weequehelah, a Lenape sachem, who
was executed in 1728, for actual murder, and who had had a
legal trial. He was an Indian of great note, and resided on the
Delaware river, where he had. an extensive farm, with cattle,
horses and negroes, and raised large crops of 'wheat. His house
was well provided with English furniture, and his taste was much
above that of his race. He frequently dined with ~overnors and
other great men, and behaved well; but getting mto a centro
versy with a white man (Captain John Leonard) about the title
to a swamp, he assassinated Leonard, while the latter was walk
ing in his garden." Although Weequehelah had. conformed
generally to the customs of civilized life, he was still a savage.

Another grievance of which the Lenape complained was, that
the colonists never employed them in war. The Mengwe was
always found by the side of the pale face in the hour of danger,
and shared his perils and his triumphs; but the Lenape was

• Smith's New Jersey.
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left to pine at home with women and children. The Mengwe's,
dogs were more honored by the English than the most brave
and noble members of an ancient people-the progenitors of
many nations. This was most gallinf5. to tbe pride and self
respect of the Lenspe, especially when It was presented to them
in an odious light by deceitful Frenchmen and their agents.

It is not sull?rising, therefore, that some of the eastern Dela
wares and their confederates, the Shawanees, when hostilities
commenced between France and England, seemed anxious to
take the field against the French; and that they threatened,
that, if not thus employed, they would unite with the enemy.
H their desire to enlist under the English flag had been gratified
at this time, a direful calamity would have been averted. But
the application of the Lenape and their menaces were alike dis
regarded. 'Tis true, the government and people of Pennsylvania
had endeavored to secure the good will of the Delawares by
loading two of their chiefs, Shingas and Captain Jacobs, with
favors; but the intrigues of the French-iheir newly-awakened
love of war-their thirst for blood and plunder, and a long list
of real or supposed ~evanceswhich were unredressed, overruled
all other considerations. Shingas and Jacobs openly es~used

the cause of the French, and were among those who carried the
tomahawk and fire into the frontier settlements. Their conduct
greatly exasperated the Pennsylvanians, who, with the approba
tion of the Governor, offered seven hundred dollars for their
heads.

After the defeat of General Braddock, on the banks of the
Monongahela, in July, 1755, tne Shawanees and the Lena~

unburied the bloody hatchet, and hurled it against the frontier
settlements of the colonists. That defeat, so discreditable to
the military prowess and skill of the soldiers of Great Britain,
entirely destroyed the influence of the English with those tribes.

The first blow was felt on the western lines of Virginia and
Maryland. The enemies of the Quaker government of Pennsyl
vania alleged that that colony at first would do nothing to pro
tect their neighbors of Virginia and Maryland, and that the
disciples of Fox adhered firmly to their principles of peace until
their own hearth-stones were stained with blood, when they
caused the war to be prosecuted with energy. However this
may be, Pennsylvania soon felt the dire effects of savage feroc
ity. Cumberland county became a prey to the infuriated
Lenape and Shawanees; their barbarities were rapidly extended
to the Susquehanna, and from thence to Berks and Northampton
counties, and across the Delaware into New Jersey. Their
scalping parties even visited the settlements east of the Shawan-



CHAPTER IV.

THE TOWN OF BETHEL.

The town of Bethel was erected from the territorv of Lumber
land by an act of the Legislature, passed March 27, 1809. By
law the new town was bounded as follows: North by the south
line of Liberty; east by the west line of Thompson; south by a
line commencing at a place on the Mongaup creek where the
west line of Thompson is intersected by the south line of the
Hardenbergh patent; thence north eighty-one degrees west to
the south-west corner of lot number eighteen, in the subdivision
of said patent ; thence north, nine degrees east, to the north line
of lot number seventy-one, in the subdivision of said lot number
eighteen; thence westwardly along the north line of said lot
number seventy-one to the westwardly bounds of this State, at
the Delaware river; thence northwardly by the westwardly
bounds of this State to the said town of Liberty.

'Vithin these bounds were the present towiis of Bethel, Co
checton and Delaware. The first town-meeting was held at the
house of William Brown, in March, 1810, when the following
officers were elected: John Conklin, Supervisor; William Brown,
Town Clerk; Charles Irvine, John Lindsley and William Brown,
Assessors; J oseph ~litchell, Russell Hurd and Zalmon Hawley,
Commissioners of Highways; Oliver Calkins and John Lindsley,
Overseers of the Poor; Norman Judson, Constable; Moses
Calkin, Constable and Collector.

This tow ri is on the water-shed between the Mongaup and
the Delaware. "r-hile the Mongaup and one of its branches
wash its eastern boundary, no large stream runs throuzh its
territory, although there are several creeks which afford sufficient
water-power for manufacturing purposes. Of these we may note
White Lake brook, the west-branch of the Mongaup,* and Black
Lake brook.

The lakes of Bethel are remarkable for beauty and an abun
dance of fish.

For mauJ )'ears 'Yhite I.Jake bas been a fashionable summer
resort. Its name was l)Pst()w(~d in consequence of its white,

• Jonas Gregor:' assured 11S that one of the aboriginal names of this stream was
lfin-gaa-pock-a, and that on an old map in his possession it was 80 designated,

[1161
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sandy shores and bottom, and the brilliancy of its waters.
Kau-ne-onq-qa, its supposed Indian appellation, occurs first in
the writings of Alfred B. Street, and is said to be descriptive of
the shape of the lake, which somewhat resembles the out
stretched wings of a bird.

.Black Lake is about two miles south of White Lake. As its
name indicates, its water is of a dark hue. Its outlet is of con
siderable magnitude, and unites with the Mongaup. No other
sheet of water in Sullivan has been more famons for pike than
this. Anglers have been known to take from it half a barrel of
these fish in a single day.

Lake Superior and Chestnut Ridge pond, like those already
noticed, are centrally located. The name of the first originated
in local pride, and the appellation of the other explains its origin.
Wells' pond is so called from an early settler, and Indian Field,
because the aborigines had cultivated land in its vicinity. Both
are in the south part of the town. Mallory, in the west, also
commemorates a pioneer; while the names of Pleasant pond,
Horseshoe pond, and Birch Ridge pond, three small lakes in
the northern section, explain their own origin.

The surface of this town is rolling and uneven; but there is
no elevation in it whioh may be termed a mountain. Although
lumbering and tanning have been important industries, it is em
phaticallyan agricultural town, as will be more and more clearly
manifest as its forests are destroyed.

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATIoN.

Year.

1810 .
1820 .
1830 .
1840 .
1850 .
1860 .
1870 .

737: $210,9111
1,096: 237,183

1

1,192] 128,347!
1,483: 145,8491
2,087: 193,369:
2,8541 393,255

12,736; 230,295!

$130.15 $288.99
458.38 476.53
797.15 816.00
544.41 510.65
546.51 1,203.14
501.88/ 3,147.44
627.99 7,382.31

Undoubtedly the first white men who visited Bethel were
hunters and trappers. Its numerous lakes and small streams
made it a favorite resort of the beaver, the most valuable of fur
bearing animals, and its forests even in recent days have been
noted for noble game.

Several causes led to the settlement of Bethel. 1. John K.
Beekman owned Great Lot 16 of the Hardenbergh patent, and
knew that his lands would continue to be nearly worthless unless
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they were improved. 2. The Sackett road was made across
the territory. 3. The Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike was
chartered in 1801, and effectually opened the region through
which it passed. 4. The land was of excellent quality.

The first who came for the purpose of locating here were
Adam Pintler and his brother, from SURSeX county, :Sew -Iersey,
Their route was by the way of the Shinglekill to the Mongaup
on the old Minisink and Cushetunk road. After crossing \Vood's
bridge, they traveled on the west side of the stream until they
reached Black Lake brook; thence along the latter to the lake;
and from there to the farm now occupied by the Pintlers. They
probably did not remain any longer than ""36 necessary to build
a cabin to shelter their families, who remained in ~ew -Jel's~y.

This was about the year 1798.
When they moved to their new home, they traveled by the

way of 1\Iamakating Hollow, and then passed over the Sackett
road as far as Nathan Kinne's, in the West Settlement of
Thompson. Beyond this there was no road over which a loaded
vehicle could be drawn, although the Sackett road was soon
after (1800) cut through to Cochecton; consequently they were
under the necessity of carrying their household goods and pro
visions on their backs from Kinne's to their residence west of
White Lake. Back and forth, piece by piece, looking well to
the line of marked trees-the job was tedious and hard to ac
complish; but it was performed at last, and it does not require
~ vivid imagination to appreciate the Pintlers' satisfaction when
the final back-load was deposited on the puncheons of their
bark-covered cabin. Here they were in the pathless woods,
some half a dozen miles from a neighbor, twenty-five miles from
a grist-mill or a doctor, and a still greater distance from a store
of any kind. Until a grist-mill was built a.t "''bite Lake, the
Pintlers were obliged to carry the flour consumed by them from
Mamakating Hollow on their shoulders. Sweet must have been
the bread made from that flour! And when they were able to
feed a cow on the ~ass of their newly cleared fields, and had
milk and butter WIth their bread, how luxurious must have
seemed their food! Especially was it relished (the sweet, brown
rye-loaf) when it was accompanied with venison and maple
sugar or honey.

Previous to settling in Bethel, Adam Pintler had married a
young lady whose courage and fortitude rendered her a wife
every way suitable to an existence in the woods. And it is our
duty to record the fact that Eve, the wife of the first white man
of the town, did not lead Iter Adam into trouble, and that, if he
found Bethel a paradise, her folly never caused his expulsion
from it.

The Pintlers occupied their farm until 1804 without knowing
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who possessed the fee simple. They then ascertained that it
was owned by John K. Beekman, from whom they purchased it.
George and PeOOr Pintler, descendants of the original settlers,
still occupy the place.*

AfteI' the Sackett road was opened from Mamakating Hollow
to the Delaware, and the Newbtmgh and Oochecton Turnpike
Company was organized, several families moved into the town.
They were principally from Orange county, the States of New
Jersey and Connecticut, and from the north of Ireland. They
were generally of small pecuniary means; but intelligent, hardy
and industrious. In addition to this, many of them had had the
ad:vant~e of correct moral example and training in the older
conanunities from which they had emigrated. In 1807, there
were between thirty and forty families located within the present
limits of the town. The following memoranda in regard to
them, made by the late Jonas Gregory, show where they settled.
They were furnished us in 1870, when Mr. Gregory's mind was
still vigorous ; nevertheless it is possible that he has omitted
the names of a few early settlers:

"I came to Bethel from Blooming Grove, Orange county, New
York, June 7, 1807. There were then at White" Lake, 'Villiam
Peckt and family, a grist-mill and saw-mill; Edward Austin,
who had a tan-yard and shoe-shop; Obadiah Tibbetts, Michael
Dekay and sons, and Jesse Crocker, all of whom were from
Orange county; two families of Pintlers from New Jersey; one
named Potter from the same State; and one named Thurston,
from Salisbury, Connecticut.

"At Mongaup Valley were Aaron Henras, J. H~uras, E.
Blanchard, Adam Barmore, and the noted Colonel Michael
Mudge.

"In Hurd Settlement were two families named Hurd, viz :
Graham and Chauncey Hurd; also David Jackson, J ehiel and
Joseph Smith, Gilbert and Abijah Mitchell, and Thody Abbott.

"In the woods between Hurds' and White Lake were the
families of Abner Hollister, Nathan Heacock, Carey and
Alexander Brown.

"The Hurds, Jacksons, Hollister, Heacock and Carey were
from Connecticut.

"West of White Lake were John Cross, Alexander Rutledge
and William Brown from Ireland.

"At Black Lake, Walter Knapp and family, from Cornwall,
Orange county. Knapp had a saw-mill, or there was one there.

"There were also in the town John Sherwood and Matthias
Fuller, from Connecticut.

• StAtement of Jonas Gregory.
t W'illi&m Peck was Beekman's miller, and acted u bis agen~
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"There were also some single men and others who did not
become residents, and two or three families in Fulton Settlement.

"John K. Beekman W88 the owner of Great Lot No. 16, in
the Southern Range of the Great Patent, and it was through his
efforts that many of the settlers came. He built a grist-mill
and saw-mill on the outlet of White Lake-the first in the town
-for the accommodation of the people; and at one time at
tempted to establish a linen thread manufactory in connection
with his mills. To do BO he purchased very valuable machinery
in Europe, which was captured by the British during the war of
1812, while on its way to New York. It has been said that he
intended to send flax from the sea-board to White Lake; cause
it to be made into thread there; and then cart the thread back
to tide-water. This may be 80; but 8 more reasonable hypoth
esis is, that he intended to encourage the growing of the raw
article in Bethel, where it was then raised as cheaply as in any
other town of the United States.

" A town-meeting at which a vote was taken on the question
of separation from Lumberland, was held in March, 1808, at the
house of David Canfield, at Rocky pond, about two miles from
the mouth of Ten Mile river. The polls were open three days.
Not a stone was left unturned. Every one voted who had a
legal right to do so, and some who had DO right. One man was
taken by Peck's team, who had not been boom Ireland more
than seven or eight months, and his vote counted as much as
any ather man's.

"The first Justice's court ever held in the town was at Jesse
Crocker's, before Ichabod Carmichael, Esq., of Lumberland,
The parties were Adam Barmore and Thomas Smith. The suit
was concerning a dog that was shot while in chase of a deer.
Barmore and Smith were their own pettifoggers.

ccWhen the Hurds* commenced logging, they put stones
between the logs to keep them asunder, supposmg that they
would burn better in that way.

"Mudge got his title of Colonel in the following manner: A
worthless fellow, whose name was McKelpan, got in jail at
Kingston for debt.. Mudge had business at Kingston, and while
there went to see McKelpan, who was an old acquaintance, , As
Mudge looked into the prison, 'Hello!' says the other, 'how do
you do, Colonel? I am so glad to see you, Colonel! How's all
the folks?' :Mudge had a secret love of titles, and to be thus
dubbed a Colonel in the presence of strangers pleased him, and
put him in the best of humors. This the cunning fellow knew,
and took advantage of, by imploring the Colonel to be his surety.

• Graham Hurd at first lived in a cave, which is atill known as the Rock Cabin.
Richard D. Child", of ~e,\"(\r8ink. informs 118 that, when he was a lad, he visited Hurd
8ettlemCU)i, and" put up" at this cave.
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'Mudge could not say, no! to one who thus tickled his vanity.
He gave his bond for $l00-the fellow was permitted to enjoy
the liberty of the jail, commonly- known as 'the limits,' the
bounds of which did not hold him long; for he ran away, and
the Colonel had to pay the amount of the bond, which his friends
persisted in terming his commission.. Although he has been
dead many years, he is yet remembered as Colonel Mudge.

"The first settlers came to the village of Bethel about the
year 1802. They came on the Sackett road, 'which had been
cut through but a short time.

~'One of the Pintlers carried flour on his back over this road,
from Gumaer's grist-mill in Mamakating." .

In January, 1870, there were, including Jonas Gregory, but
six men in the town who were there in 1807. Most of the origi
nal families have disappeared-not even their names are now
borne by residents of Bethel.

Jonas Gregory (1870) has a copy of Webb's map of 1762,
which shows that 'Pingley & Cox, Catharine Livingston, Philip
Livingston, Cornelius 7riebout, John Aspinwall, William Alex
ander, Robert Livingston and Christian Hartell were among the
principal owners of lands in Great Lots 1 and 18. From this it
seems that John Wenham sold these lots soon after the partition
of 1749, by which he became their owner.

John Lindsley came to Bethel. in 1805, and was the first
practicing physician of Bethel. He was a gentleman of irre
proachable character-was elected Member of Assembly in 1823
and 1829, and was the standing Supervisor of his town until he
declined the office because he could no longer conscientiouslv
act as a member of the Town Board of Excise. He removed to
Indiana about the year 1835. While he was a resident of Bethel,
he lived at the A. Hollister place. Doctor A. A. Gillespie, one
of his pupils, succeeded him, and is still practicing his profession.
The professional life of the two, in Bethel, extends through a
period of more than sixty-five years.

A man named Dewitt was one of the early preachers of the
town. His meetings were held at the house of John Cross.
Messrs. Greer, Fisk, McCauley, Hopkins, and others, also
preached here in the primitive days of the settlement.

John Cross kept the first store, which was where (1870)
George O. Frazer resides.

In 1807 and 1808 there was a school in Hurd Settlement kept
by Joseph Smith, and another in the rear of P. J. Pintler's
present residence, of which Thaddeus Judson was the teacher.
Doctor Copeland, it is said, kept the first school at Bethel, and
G. P. Price at Mongaup Valley.

Abraham Pintler was the first white person who died in the
town, Nat. Peck the second, and James Potter's wife the third,
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The first tavern was kept by Jesse Crocker. He was D1'Ueh
liked, 88 his conduct was shaped in accordance with the "square"
roles of honesty and fair dealing. Mr. Crocker was the first
Justice of the town.

The pioneers of Bethel were of a more thriving class of people
than first comers generally are. As an evidence of this, we
mention the fact that in half a dozen years after White Lake
was settled, there were five frame-houses in the town. These
were occupied by Messrs. Peck, A.ustin, Crocker, Judson and
Cross.

The north-east section was settled from 1805 to 1808, by the
Fultons, Zalmon Hawley, James Luckey, Joseph Pinckney,
William Fraser, Stephen Northrop, and others, In 1808,. there
were nine families in that section.

According to the loose statements which usually characterize
gazetteers, Catharine Fulton was the first white child born in
the town. When she first saw the light, there were not less
than twenty families in the present limits of Bethel, some of
whom had been there from six to nine years. The priority of
her birth is true &8 to Fulton Settlement only.*

This section was from the first very attractive. Those who
occupied it were generally men of worth, who were contented
with the good things within their reach, and with striving for
those things which concern the highest interests of the human
family. They avoided broiling and contention, and were in
dustrious and frugal.

Stephen Northrup w~ born in Salisbury, Connecticut, in 1780,
and died in Fulton Settlement in 1872. At the time of his de
cease, he was the last of the pioneers of his locality. He came
to Bethel in May, 1807, and after viewing the country, concluded
to go back to his birthplace. When he reached the Neversink,
he met Zalmon Hawley, one of his old neighbors, who was
moving to Bethel with his family. Hawley was very glad to
meet him; but sorry to learn that he was returning. After a.
conversation concerning their affairs, Northrup was led to alter
his purpose once more, and again return to Fulton Settlement.

This meeting took place on the east side of the Neversink.
The river was very much swollen by the spring rains. There
was no bridge, and the ford was impa.ssa.ble: at least ~awley
did not dare to put his oxen, cart, wife and children in peril by
attempting to cross in the usual manner. So he took the yoke
from the necks of his cattle, and compelled them to swim over
a short distance from the ford, where the water was smooth and
deep, Then he unloaded his cart, took off its wheels and box,
and conveyed or towed every thing to the opposite shore in or

• Ad&1:D, • IOU of lohn PiDtler, w.. bom JUy 2, 1805, and Eve Pintlu wu born
~ 7, 18OS. BoUlof t1leee biriba preceded iha~ ~ Cath&riDe hltoD.
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behind a log canoe! The task was difficult and dangerous: but
was safely performed, and the adventurers proceeded on their
way.

They spent two days in traveling from the Neversink to the
west-branch of the Mongaup. When they passed the latter, a
heavy rain set in. Night was approaching, and they were ill all

almost trackless forest, far from human habitation. The dis
comforts of the day were bad enough; but they were far exceeded
by the prospective miseries of the night. The first care of the
men was for the young mother and her two little children. 'Yith
an axe they made the frame of a diminutive tent, which they
covered with blankets. In this, Mrs. Hawlev and the little ones
passed the dismal night, while the men fared as well as they
could under the dripping trees.

On the third day they reached a clearing made by one of the
Fultons, where they found a deserted cabin, Into this Hawley
moved: Having thus piloted his friends to their new home,
Northrup returned to Connecticut, and three weeks later came
back with his family. .A.fter occupying a temporary shelter for
a few months, he moved to the place. where he spent the re
mainder of his daYR. During the last fifty-six years of his
life, his daily walk and conversation were In accord with the
strict rules of the Presbyterian faith. He never sought to oc
cupy a conspicuous position in this life; but was content with
what 'was far better: the discharge, honestly and earnestly,
of those duties which give life and beauty to Christian society.

Joseph K. Northrup, a son of Stephen, was the first male
child born in Fulton Settlement,

'Ve hale already alluded to 'Villiam Brown, one of the pio
neers of Bethel. He was a native of Ireland, and exhibited
many of the traits of the "north-country "-traits which, if
modified by a certain degree of mental culture, are apt to give
a man prominence and weight in some communities, but which
are repulsive to many gentle and refined people, and especially
so to those whose gentility borders on the effeminate. Mr.
Brown was a farmer, inn-keeper, surveyor and office-hold.er.
On the organization of the town he was elected Clerk, and when
the county was erected, he was made its Treasurer. He held
the latter office until 1826, and was succeeded by Jesse Towner,
of Thompson.

Mr. Brown believed that the opening of a great thoroughfare
from Newburgh to Cochecton would soon add much to the
population and business of the country through which it passed.
He came to Bethel before the road was located in that region,
and bought a tract of land through which he 'was led to believe
the turnpike would run. But he was disappointed. The line
was made to run north of his purchase, and his aim in coming
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to Bethel would be defeated unless he could buy another tract
through which the road would be built. While making arrange
ments to do so, Samuel F. Jones of Monticello learned Brown's
mtention, and determined to buy the land himself. The owner
lived in Albany, and Jones started for that city by the way of
Newburgh. At the latter place he expected to take passage in
a sloop to the State capital. After he left home the object of
Jones' journey became public, and Brown determined promptly
to reach Albany first by the overland route. He mounted his
horse and proceeded to Kingston by the most direct roads.
From Kingston he rode to Albany, at which place he arrived in
advance of Jones. With the deed for the land in his pocket,
Brown met his wily competitor in the streets of Albany and
derided him in true "north-country" style.

The affair caused considerable amusement at the time, and it
was reported that Brown used his surveyor's compass to enable
him to travel in a straight course from Bethel to Albany. Of
course, this part of the story was a canard, as no horte could
then cross the Catskill mountains, or pass through our tangled
woods.

The late Matthew Brown was a son of William, and inherited
a full measure of the craft and cunning of his father.

William Brown was a slave-holder, and owned a black female
chattel as late as 1823, when she became free under the laws of
the State.

There is ground for belief that Rev. Thomas Greer, a Presby
terian clergyman of Minisink, Orange county, was the first
minister of the gospel who visited the town of Bethel, where he
preached as early as 1808, in the tavern kept by Jesse Crocker,
which was nearly opposite the ground on which now stands the
parsonage of the Covenanter or Reformed Presbyterian Church
of White Lake.

Mr. Greer was a plain, earnest man, and did not highly value
an elegant exterior, or seek respect and admiration by those
polite artifices which mark the conduct of less worthy men. His
deportment was quiet and unobtrusive. While pastor of the
Westtown congregation, he loved to seek "jewels for his Master"
in the by-ways of the wilderness country, and while thus engaged,
bore the ills and discomforts of a frontier-life without complaint.
Cheerfully he forded our rivers, and hopefully he threaded our
forest-pa.ths, while seeking some settlement in the wilds; for in
the future he saw that the scene of his toil would be occupied
by a numerous population, and that his labors would inure to
their benefit, as well as promote the highest interests of those
who had "wandered into a far country."

Previous to Mr. Greer's first visit to White Lake, some of the
settlera had heard of him; but none of them had ever seen him.
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He sent word to them that on a certain Sabbath he would"preach
for them at Crocker's house," and the news was joyfully com
municated from the dwellers in one log-house to those of
another, until every one far and near knew that he was coming.
They were to have preaching again-a privilege which they had
enjoyed in the older settlements, but which they had not antici
pated for many ycaI'R after their removal to White Lake.

Mr. Greer reached Crocker's on Saturday; and was surprised
at finding quite a number of people collected there, who were
evidently laboring under excitement, a. circumstance which was
owing to a trial before a Justice of the Peace, the litigants being
a couple of backwoodsmen who had a dispute about some trivial
matter. Finding that no one recognized him, he concluded
that he would not make himself known, until it was necessary
to do so, and that he. would quietly study the character of the
people when they were unrestrained by the conciousness that
the eyes of a clergyman were upon them. He soon found that
the sins which predominate among men removed from the re
straints of older and larger communities, prevailed &mo~ the
settlers of Bethel. Too many of those present were addicted
to rum-drinking, profanity and kindred vices, the trial having
brought together all the tiplers and tavern-loungers of that
section of country. His pious soul Vias shocked at seeing God's
image distorted and marred by inebriation; at hearing rude
jests and blasphemous revilings come from mouths which
should have uttered words of purity and praise; at the violent
buffetings administered by hands which should have been em
ployed in useful industry, or used in works of mercy and love;
and at other conduct which showed that this people needed
admonition of "the 'wrath to come."

While he was gazing at the doings of the crowd, he attracted
the attention of a man who was just drunk enough to discover
that there was antagonism of some kind between the parson
and himself. This man came up to Mr. G. and proposed to ~h~
him; but t. \ latter mildly declined, when the other, somewhat
astonished, demanded to know whether he could fight-fighting
probably being one of the accomplishments of that day. Mr.
Greer replied that he did not know; that when he was young
he had done something at it; but that he feared he was then
out of practice. The bellicose individual then knocked off Mr.
Greer's hat, in order to aggravate him; but he quietly picked it
u~ and got away, much to the disgust of the other, who con
sidered, as did manJ others, that he had done all that could be
expected to arouse the wrath of the stranger.

At night the drinking and :profanity continued to a late hour.
Mr. Greer, fatigued with his Journe)·, and saddened by what he
had witnessed, retired early, but not to rest. His bed was di-
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rectly over the bar-room, and with his whispered evening-prayer
were mingled the fumes of whisky and Jamaica rom, and the
uproar of the revelers. To sleep was impossible 88 long as the
carousing was kept up; and the only recourse of the good man
was to watch the stars through the roof, and to endeavor to
possess his soul in patience.

About midnight, a tipsy individual came to the room where
Mr. Greer was, and after undressing, reprimanded him for occu
pying more than half the bed. Without a murmur, he moved
as far to one side as possible, when his unexpected bed-fellow
laid down beside him, remarking that "it was a devil of a pretty
place to put a gentleman (meaning himself) where the Lord
could look right down upon him through the roof!" The "gen
tleman," however, did not seem to suffer much by any such
intrusion upon his privacy; for he was soon fast asleep, and
snoring loudly, much to the annoyance of the poor missionary,

The whole night was a very unpleasant one to Mr. Greer.
He did not get asleep until near morning, and 'was soon after
aroused by his fellow-lodger, who com~~ed that he was dry,
and invited him to go down and take a .. . Mr. Greer begged
to be excused, and said he 'would try to sleep a little more.
The "gentleman" then dressed, and went in pursuit of something
to moisten his tongue and throat.

Mr. Greer slept again; but his slumber was brief. Soon after
daylight, the landlady began to bustle about the house. She
had breakfast to prepare, and her household goods to put in
order. It was necessary that every thing should appear decent
when the minister came. Finding that Mr. Greer was still in
bed, and not inclined to get up, she was considerably vexed, and
cried out to him, "Old man, you had better get out of that!
" ...e are going to have preaching here to-day b:y Mr. Greer, and
must clean up the house!"

Of course, the" old man" abandoned his couch without further
warning. Alter washing his face and hands, and combing his
disordered locks in the open air, he took a short walk, and then
had breakfast, when he felt much refreshed. While loitering
around the premises, in reply to some inquiry, he said that, "if
they wereto have preaching, he would stay, especially as he did
not like to travel on the Sabbath."

The necessary preparations were made for the meeting.
Benches were ext-emporized-a table for the minister placed in
the right position-the table covered with a clean linen cloth,
upon which were laid a Bible and a volume of Hymns and
PSalms, and the conduct of all approached nearer and nearer
to what was fit and proper for the day and the occasion.

By-and-by, the people be~an to assemble by ones, and twos
and families. All inquired If Mr. Greer had come, and 'were
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somewhat disappointed when they learned that he had not.
Many anxious glances were cast in the direction from which he
was expected. The time for the opening exercises was near;
some who had come for worthy purposes, looked serious and
downcast, thinking, perhaps, that their time on earth was rapidly
slipping away, while they remained among those who were not
with God's elect, and seriously asking themselves whether God
would ever move them to forsake their sins, and live according
to His laws. Others, who were more volatile, amused themselves
in various ways. Among other things, it was proposed that one
of the company should personate Mr. Greer, and he was accord
ingly installed as the preacher for the day, and proceeded to
read a chapter from the Bible.

The "old men," as they called Mr. Greer, during these ~r
formances, was a quiet spectator; but when the appointed time
came, he arose and said, "H you have no objection, I will be
1\lr. Greer." As no one objected, he proceeded with the service,
took a text, and preached an excellent sermon, in which he told
some very pertinent truths and gave them much wholesome
advice, which we may believe was suited to the capacity and
habits of those who listened.

His hearers were greatly mortified at having treated "the old
man" rudely, and thev made many apologies, all which he ac
cepted with his usual kindness and good nature.

The good people of Bethel never treated him with neglect
afterwards; but we are sorry to say that he became unpopular
at .a subsequent period with the rigid professors of Presbyteri
amsm.

In the early settlement of our county, the Presbyterians and
Baptists strnggled, each for their own communion, to obtain the
vantage ground. Fierce and unyielding was the controversy
concerning the lawfulness of "sprinkling." In the bar-room
and in the pulpit, at the logging-frolic and at the prayer-meeting
-anywhere and everywhere, when a few of the profane or the
pious came together, the controversy was carried on-sometimes
with good nature-sometimes angrily-always earnestly. It
was not surprising, therefore, that, while some saw their way
clear so far as the subject in dispute was concerned, others
became confused and bewildered. Of the latter class were two
Forestburgh converts. 'I'hey were Presbyterians; but they
would not enter the Church as members, except in the manner
prescribed by the Baptists. And so Mr. Greer immersed them,
like a good liberal soul, as he was. Both sprinkling and im
mersion were lawful in his eves.

Many Presbyterians thought he yielded too much to the
Baptists, and some imagined, probably, that he would desert
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the Church of Calvin; but he remained faithful to the Presby
terians as long as he lived.*

People who live in a new and sparsely settled region are often
called upon to make considerable sacrifices in the cause of hu
manity and mercy, and however loose may be the ties which
sometimes bind together such communities, but few persons
thus situated refuse to freely give their time and means to relieve
the distress of a neighbor. If his cabin takes fire from the
burning woods, they turn out and build another for him; if he
is from any cause unable to plant his newly cleared fields, or
gather his crops, they lend him a helping hand; indeed, if any
misfortune befalls an upright and hard-working pioneer who is
not himself a thoroughly selfish man, other honest and laborious
pioneers will freely assume each his portion of the calamity.

Perhaps nothing will so stir their sympathies as an alarm that
a child 18 missing 01" lost in the woods. In 1810, nearly the
entire population of Bethel consumed eight days in searching
the 'wilderness for a little boy named John Glass, and did not
cease to hunt for him until they relinquished all hope that he
was living.

The parents of this lad lived near "7Jllte Lake. During the
summer of the year mentioned, his mother sent him about a
mile into the woods to calTY dinner to some men who 'were en
gaged in chopping. He reached them safely, and started for
home, after which he wandered from the track which led to his
father's house, and became hopelessly bewildered. He was not
missed until evening, when the choppers returned home without
him, and it was found that he had not reached the house pre
viously. Every parent may imagine the scene which then ensued
-the distress of the mother, and the wild energy and activity
of the father. The night was s~nt in giving utterance to frantic
misery by the one; and in a fruitless search by the other, assisted
by all who had heard of the circumstance. In the morning the
news was spread far and wide, and all joined in beating the
swamps and thickets, and 80 continued to do from day to day
until they lost courage and hope. No trace of the lost child
was found, and every one believed that he had perished from
terror, hunger and exposure, or had met with a more speedy
and less fearful fate by being devoured by 'wild beasts, which
then and there were known to be numerous and ferocious.

When young Glass left the path, he traveled almost directly
from home. "~en night overtook him, he laid down beside
& fallen tree, weary, hungry and half crazed, and slept until
morning. He then started again at random to find his way out
of the woods. He thus continued to wander for ten days, with

• Vp.rhal Rtatement of Simeon M. Jordan.
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nothing to eat except a few 'wild berries, and seeing no
living thing except an occasional beast or bird of the forest.
One night, as he was in 8. fevered sleep, he was awakened by
the blea.ting of a. deer, and then heard the angry snarl and growl
of a. catamount, and knew that the ferocious animal was drinking
the blood of his harmless victim,

On the eleventh day of his wandering, he was a pitiable object.
His body was emaciated and lacerated, his feet were sore and
swollen, his clothing was in tatters, and he was so worn and
exhausted that he could with difficulty stand up. He would
have soon laid down to die, when he heard a distant cow-bell.
The sound gave him renewed life. He tottered forward in the
direction from which it came, and discovered a clearing, in which
were several ca.ttle. It was near night. The animals, when
they saw him, started slowly for home, ""ith the utmost diffi
culty he followed them. Finally his strength so far failed that
he was obliged to crawl upon his hands and knees. He con
tinued to do so until he saw the house of a person named Lair,
who lived on the Callicoon.

When Mrs. Lair went out to milk the cows, she discovered
the poor lost boy upon the ground near her door, and throwing
down her pail, took him in her anus, and carried him into her
dwelling. Notwithstanding she lived on the outskirts of civili
zation, and was unlearned and almost beyond the iutlueuce of
Christianity, she had a good, motherly heart and a sound head.
She treated the lost boy as kindly as if he hOO been her own
son, and with as good judgment as if she had been one of the
regular faculty. She washed him, dressed his sores, and jut
him in a warm, soft bed, and then gave him nourishing foo in
small quantities. Soon he was able to tell his name and resi
dence. News of his escape was sent to his friends, who for two
days had ceased to search for him, believing that he was dead.

James Glass lived to be an old man, For llluny years he had
a home with 'Villialll Stewart. He never fully recovered from
the effects of his adventures in the woods, and alwavs needed
the controlling influence of a mind more sound than "'his own."

...-\.bout the year 1811, Willianl Gillespie removed from the city
of :Sew York to Bethel. In conjunction with Josiah C. Hook,
Mr. Gillespie established a store at 'Yhite Lake-the second in
the town. Until his death, Mr. Gillespie was a highly respect
able resident of Bethel. In 1820, he was elected a ~Iellber of
Assemblv from Ulster and Sullivan counties, and we believe at
one time" was the candidate of his political party for Represent
ative in Congress in opposition to Charles H. Itugglel:';: hut Wei!"

defeated. He was a JuJge of the Comet of Common Pleas for

• Hunters of Sullivall.
9
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nearly twenty years, and First Judge of the county from 1835
to 1844, when he became ineligible from age. He was also a
Commissioner of Loans for several years, as well as a Ruling
Elder of the Associate Reformed Church. He was emphatically
an honest man, and exhibited every trait of a devout and sincere
Christian. His death was 'very sudden. On Sunday, Mav 28,
1849, he attended church as usual; was taken ill on his return
home, and died at 4 o'clock on Monday morning.

Mr. Hook, who was associated with Mr. Gillespie in business
in the early days of the town, was a gentleman of the old school
-of lofty and pretentious bearing-ceremonious and hospitable.
He was Supervisor of Bethel for several years. His old age was
marked by misfortune. His pride was chastened by poverty.
On the 20th of February, 1841, Edward, a much-loved SOD, was
lost at sea by the capsizing of the schooner Three Friends, while
passing from St. Joseph's to Mobile, soon after which Mr. Hook
removed from the town.

Jesse Crocker, the first tavern-keeper of Bethel, was a man
who enjoyed the respect and esteem of the public; but he carried
on a business which almost always brings sorrow and suffering
to the families of those who engage in it as well as to the families
of their customers. H we doubted the doctrine of compensation
for sin in this life as well as in the life to come, our doubts would
be removed by studying the history of men who have been aptly
styled retailers of liquid damnation. H they do not themselves
become the victims of their own calling, they generally live to
see some one as dear as their own souls reduced by it until he
sinks below the level of a beast.

Nelson Crocker, a descendant of the old tavern-keeper, was
equally noted for his love of hunting, his blasted life, and his
tragic death. No hunting-party was complete without him. He
knew every foot of the woods, and when he accompanied an
expedition after game, his companions felt sure of success.
Many interesting anecdotes could be told of his adventures; but
the following, which we find in the "Hunters of Sullivan," must
suffice:

"Crocker often hunted north-west of Big pond, in the vicinity
of 'Painter Swamp.' During the days of Joseph Peck, Paul
Horton, William Brown and J ared Scott, this ground w~ as
good for deer-hunting as any other, and where these animals
were most numerous, panthers generally abounded. Nelson
here found more of the last-named than he wished to see.
While on the outskirts of the swamp with his dog, he struck
the trail of no less than seven panthers. The panther is gener
ally found singly, or at most in pairs. Why 80 many of them
were here together is 8 matter of conjecture. It was probably
the rutting season with them, and that there were six males in
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pursuit of a single female. The fact that. X...-lson found them
unusually ferocious ~iv~~ color to this supposition.

"Crocker followe-d their tracks until he was hungry, when he
sat down upon a log to eat his luncheon. This he divided into
two parcels, one of which he offered to his \log: hut the latter,
Instead sharing of his master's repast, showed his teeth Mild
seemed to be bristling for n fight with an unseen elleln~". J ust
as the hunter swallowed his last morsel, a large panther sprang
by him like a flash, almost brushing his shoulder 8,.'; it passed.
Crocker caught up his old General Morgan rifle, and firill~ at
random, saw the -beast disappear unharmed. An instant atter
wards his dog ","as fighting another feline monster at a little
distance; but the terrible claws of the panther were too much
for the poor cur, which gave up the battle, and ran to his mas
ter for protection, while the panther fled. As Crocker 'was
reloading, he saw another running toward him. He yelled at
it, and it ran up a tree. This one he fired at and killed. Al
most as soon as he could load his rifle again, he saw another,
and succeeded in sending a bullet into it. Then the fright of
his dog, which seemed to feel safe nowhere except between his
feet, and the screaming of the panthers in almost eyery direc
tion, caused him to lose heart. He made up his mind that he had
better get out of the swamp 'without unnecesgary delay. He
ran for safer ground, and 'while doing so, his hat was shoved
from his head by the limbs of a bush. He did not Ht{)~ to pick
up his displaced head-gear; but continued to run until he be
lieved he was out of danger.

"On the succeeding da.y, Xelson determined to revisit the scene
of his adventure, and skin his game and recover his hat. ":"hile
doing so he discovered a latie male panther in the crotch of 3

tree, and fired at it. It fell; but immediately ran up a sapling
until it reached the top: when the sapling bent with the weight
of the beast until its limbs reached the wound. As the panther
came down, the dog, forgetting the rough usage of the previous
day, stood ready for another battle. A brief :'\trn~~dt-,· ensued.
with much snarling, yelping and flviug of hair. The dog was
speedily whipped, and fled toward his master, with his autago
nist close to hili heels, Crocker's rifle was unloaded. He had
no stomach for a hand-to-claw encounter, and verv sensiblv
concluded that he would run too. .A. race then ensued in which
the dog was ahead, the hunter next, with the panther in the
rear, driving all before it. :xelson expected every instant to feel
the weight and the talons of his pursuer upon his shoulders,
and consequently made excellent time. FInding his rifle an
encumbrance, he threw it away. This proved his salvation ; for
the beast stopped a moment to smell it, and decide whether it
should be torn to pieces. This enabled Nelson to get out of the
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swamp before the t:ther could catch him, and it did not seem
disposed to follow . to the upland.

eo; After waiting several hours, Crocker, armed with nothing
but his hatchet and hunting-knife, started for his gun, and
recovered it. After reloading, he endeavored to make his dog
follow the panther's track; but the cur had had enough of
panther-hunting, and refused to stir an inch. They then went
a few yards from the swamp, when the dog commenced howling.
The panther answered with a loud squall, and repeated the
challenge as it approached for another fight. The dog crouched
close to the hunter's feet. Nelson, who had so recently fled
ingloriously, because no glory could be won with an empty rifle
in a fight 'with a panther, now coolly awaited the approach of the
ferocious monster. Soon the beast appeared. :Nelson covered
it with the muzzle; but reserved his fire until the animal was
within one bound of him, when he sent a ball crashing into its
brain.

"\Vithout further adventure, he skinned the game he had
shot during the two days, and returned home. There are men
yet livin~ who saw the pelts of the panthers he shot in 'Painter
Swamp.' ,

As we ha.ve already intimated, Nelson Crocker was of respect
able parentage. Alcoholic liquors were the bane of his life. A
depraved appetite was rapidly sinking him in the social scale to
the level of the vagrant and pauper. This he knew and deplored,
as does almost every other poor drunkard who is passing down
the inclined plane of decency to destruction. For twenty-five
years, he frequently lost all control of himself, and continued in
a state of beastly intoxication for days and weeks. Then would
follow a sober interval, and expressions of bitter regret for his
excesses, Sometimes he declared that death was preferable to
a life of drunken degradation. In the summer of 1843, when
the total abstinence reform was potent, he joined the Temper
ance Society uf Bethel, and for nearly three months successfully
resisted the en~lli>,· of his life. Kind hands were extended to
him-s-cheeriug smiles brightened the road to honor and useful
ness. But in an evil hour, he joined Jacob Munger and others
of his old associates in a hunting-expedition, who took with
them a supply of rum. After searching the woods for game, the
party gathered at night in it. huuter's hut in the woods. Here,
as was their custom, they spent the evening merrily, and drank
freely, and here Crocker violated his pledge. .A. wild debauch
of a week's Juration followed. "'hen :XeL.;;on awoke from it, it
seemed tu him that hili last hope of a better life was lost; that
death was preferable to a life of shame and self-imposed abase
ment; and so the old hunter, bJ shooting himself, added the
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horrible offense of self-murder to the comparative venalities of
his life.

Bears still abound in Bethel, and when wounded or defending
their young, are sufficiently ferocious to afford the hunter all
the excitement he should desire. Under such circumstances,
they do not hesitate to attack a man. Many have had battles
with them; but notwithstanding the great strength and weight
of bears, and their tenacity of life, no one in Sullivan has been
fatally injured by them.

In November, 1865, James F. Calbreath was hunting in a
laurel swamp about three miles from 'White Lake. He was
armed with a rifle and revolver, and had with him two or three
good dogs. The latter found a very la~e she-bear, and two
well-grown cubs, and a noisy battle immediately ensued between
the dam and dogs, while the young animals ran away, and were
passing Mr. Calbresth, when a bullet from his rifle caused one
of them to fall. He immediately reloaded, hoping to get a shot
at the one with which his dogs were fighting; but much to his
surprise the one he had shot got upon its feet, and ran toward
him in a rage. A second ball caused it to tumble over, squall
ing for help. The mother, hearing the signal of distress, rushed
toward the spot, and crashed through the laurels. '''nen she
carne within sight, Mr. Calbreath attempted to shoot her with
his revolver, It snapped. He tried again. The caps were
worthless. What was to be done? An unloaded rifle, a useless
revolver, encompassed on every side by tangled laurels, and an
enraged bear approaching and within twenty feet of him, did
not afford a flattering prospect of longevity. With a vivid
prospect of being crushed, tom to pieces, and devoured, he
dropped his revolver, clubbed his rifle, and stood ready to de
liver at least one stunning blow upon the head of bis rapidly
approaching enemy, when the dogs rushed up behind, and fast
ened their teeth into the hams of Mrs. Bruin, The effect was
magical. She turned about in a fury to avenge the insult, ran
after her assailants, and failing to reach them, went away, appar
ently forgetting her human foe altogether. Mr. Calbreath was
thus left "master of the situation," and escaped uninjured.
Whether he remained in the swamp long enough to skin his
ganle, we cannot say ; but of this we are certain, the young
bear was taken from the woods by some one. It was very fat
and weighed one hundred pounds.*

BUSHVILLE.-About the year 1850, Abial P. Bush, General
Luther BUAh, and other members of the same family, built a
tannery a.t this place. The establishment brought disaster to
them, as well as financial ruin to their successors and others.

• 8ullivIoD County Republican.
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In March, 1852, the Bushville post-office was established, of
which :Yyron Grant was the first post-muster,

MOXGA.t:l> , ..O\LJ.Ey.-1Tntil 1847, this place was known as the
Mongaup ~Iill-a grist-mill having been built by the Livingston
family at the point where the Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike
crosses the Mongaup. Great Lot 15 was owne~l:>Y that family,
and finally passed to the children of John C. Tillotson, whose
wife was a Livingston. In 1807, five families were living in the
valley or its neighborhood. Forty years later, there were but
four "'dwelling-houses in the place, and about twenty-five in
habitants.

A new era then commenced, The magic rod of enterprise
touched the valley, and it awoke from the sleep of ages. The
days of passive respectability were passed, and the wise spirit
of progress ruled.

The Messrs. Kiersted saw that :Mongaup Valley possessed
superior advantages for manufacturing leather, In 1847, they
purchased a site for a tannery and village. They also bought
the hemlock-bark on ten thousand acres of land in Great Lot 15,
and in 1~'i, 'with John W. Swann, a practical tanner, put up
extensive buildings, The erection of one of the best-ordered
and best-managed tanneries in the country 'was soon followed
by the building of dwellings and places of business, which are
second to none in the town. In 1~59, a census was taken, when
it was found that the place contained 6l>4 inhabitants, of whom
36.~ were under 20 years of age. Of the residents, 477 were
born in the United States, 167 in Ireland, and 20 elsewhere.
277 were Homan Catholics.*

The fost-office at Mongaup Valley was established in 1848,
when Wynkoop Kiersted was appointed post-master.

The place has had two physicians, The second, Isaac Purdy
~I. D., L'\ still in practice, ana the other, James w. Wells, M. D.,
died in 1858.

Mongaup 'V'alley has had but one lawyer (Robert L. Tillotson),
who found so little to do that he joined the federal army during
the great rebellion, and died 'while serving his country. Robert
L. Tillotson was of a genial and pleasant humor-an aristocrat
by birth-a. man of the people at heart. Ever bubbling over
'with wit, he was yet chivalrous and punctilious. Unfortunately
he was of convivial inclinations, and had not sufficient moral
stamina to resist his morbid appetite-a fact which he himself
deplored. He 'was a duellist WIthal. The following anecdote
of him is authentic:

'Yith a JOWlg gentleman named .Anthon and other friends,
Tillotson visited a fashionable restaurant in the city of New

• XSS. of Peter M. Lorgsn.
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York. While there, he believed that Anthon willfully insulted
him, and promptly challenged him. Anthon chose Bowie knives
as weapons, and both :proceeded with their seconds to a cele
brated duelling-ground m Virginia. Tillotson had been an adept
in manly sports; but waa then partially disabled by paralysis,
He knew that his antagonist could cut him to pieces ill less than
ten seconds; yet he was determined to fight, and take the con
sequences. On the other hand, the physical disparity between
the two was 80 great, that Anthon would have committed down
right murder by carrying the affair to extremity. Therefore,
wilen all was ready for a deadly encounter, Anthon threw away
his weapon and apologized. The parties then became reconciled.

BLACK LAKE.-This hamlet takes its name from the lake near
which it is situated. .A. sole-leather tannery was established
here by Strong & Mitchell. It was subsequently owned by
Medad T. Mor~, of Woodbourne.

Among the former residents of Bethel about 'whom we intended
to make inquiries, are the following: Elias Sanford, Captain
Asa Robinson, Eleazer Everard, Seth 1\'llltlock, John Ramsey,
Archibald Coleman, Henry H. Crist, Robert McCrabbie, John
Voorhes, Asahel Hollister, Abner Lyon, Charles Dekay, Lee
Mitchell, Thomas Lyon, Captain Romar, John Coots, John
Potts, Hugh Dunlap, and others. But 'we have already reached
the limits of the space we can devote to personal sketches in
this chapter.

Bethel has been generallyexeDlpt from prevailing diseases.
This, however, has not prevented Its people from indulging ill
panics on account of apprehended maladies. In July, It)3~,

when Asiatic cholera first visited the city of New York, they
feared that it would sweep over the hills of Sullivan, and deCI
mate Bethel. .A Board of Health was organized, of which
.Josiah C. Hook was chairman, Nathan J. Sherwood secretary,
Doctor John Lindsley health-officer, and John l\Iaffit, Natlnu;
J. Sherwood and John Barhvte a committee to care for the sick.
Not one of this self-sacrificing committee ever saw a case of
cholera.

The people who 'were so much terrified by cholera, were less
apprehensive of the miasmatic diseases of the far "'Vest. In
1836, a few families removed from the town to the State of
Indiana, and during the first vear of their residence there eight
individuals died. There were not as many deaths in Bethel
during the same year.

Scarlet fever and diphtheria are the 11108t fatal diseases which
have visited the town. In the fall of lR61, the latter caused
great mortality among children. In a single family (Philip S.
Fulton's) no less than seven children died from it within a few
weeks.
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WHITE LAXE.-White Lake is a beautiful sheet of pure, clear
water. It has been supposed that the Indians gave it the name
of Kan-ne-ong-gs. That it 19'88 frequented by native tribes for
the purpose of fishing is beyond doubt, as darts and other relics
have been found on its shores. It is possible its waters have
been stained with the blood of battle. But the trail of the red
man of the forest has been lost to the memory of living men,
and the natural loveliness of the place which mnst have attracted
even the rude savage, now occupies in cultured society the pen
of the poet and the pencil of the artist.

This is the deepest lake in the CoUD~. By actual measure
ment James E. Munger found the northern end 80 feet deep,
and the Narrows 70 feet deep. Until pike were put into the
lake, it contained the largest trout in the world." It is known
that the brook-trout {solmo fontinolis ) have carmine spots; lake
trout (solmo confinis) have not. The White Lake trout had
carmine spots. Charles Fenno Hoffman, an author of some
celebrity, sa)"s he saw one, in the winter of 1832, taken from
"llite Lake which weighed 6 pounds, Louis Pyatt caught one
in February, 184:3, which weighed 8 pounds and 14 ounces.
SODIe weeks later. a gentleman from Newburgh caught another
weighing 7 pounds and 6 Ol.IDCes. In the year 1~4a, John B.
Finlay employed an Indian to take black bass from Lake George
and put them into White Lake, from which they have been dis
tributed to other lakes.

Fed bv internal springs, the lake has no inlet; but there is an
outlet ,,{th water-power sufficient for two mills. In the year A.
D. 1804, J. K. Beekman, residing in New York city, who owned
(i'reat Lot 16 of the Hardenbergh Patent, sent his agent, Wil
liam Peck, to make improvements. Mr. Peck built a saw-mill
and a ~st-mill, and one or two other buil~s at the outlet.
The gnst-mill was rebuilt in 1812, and machinery put in the
basement for spinning flax, The business, which was conducted
under the supervision of Alexander Starret, was closed in 1815.

In 1811, 'Villiam Gillespie erected a store-house on the turn
pike, near the lake, and, as considerable travel had commenced
bv this time, a hotel was opened and kept by Doctor Lindsley.
For nlany years a few summer-boarders frequented the place.
In 1846, J. B. Finlay put up the first hotel for the special benefit
of this class of people. It was kept by Simeon M. Jordan,
George B. Wooldridge,t Stephen Sweet, and others. But the

,. Since this was written, we have been informed by Seth Green, one of the Fish
Commissioners of this State, that George S. Page, of No. 10 Warren street, ~cw York,
caught a brook-trout in Maine, which weighed ten pounds.

t ~{r. Wooldridge was an illiterate man, and vet a paid contributor of several New
York publications, Among them was the ]"eadt!r and Bonner's Ledger. He was &180
:1 pn,(nji' 01 General 8icklf's. While in 'V&i'hin~ton, he discovert..d the infidvlitv of
Sickles' "';ft>, &11<1 gave SicklE'S the information which led to the murder of her seducer,
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business was not remunerative until the Mansion House was
built by a club of wealthy New Yorkers, who made an arrange
ment with David B. Kinne bv which he ultimatelv became the
owner. In 1866, George B. Wooldridge put up the'"Grove Hotel.
Two years later Captain Waddell constructed a boarding-house
called by the romantic name" Sunny Glade." At none of these
houses are sold any intoxicating drinks. Napoleon B. W 001
-dridge, of the Detective Police of New York, has latelv finished
a fine cottage residence, commanding a pleasing view of the lake.
Harold Henwood, a wealthy gentleman from Jersey City, has
purchased considerable land near the lake, and is improving the
soil, and, it is understood, preparing to build extensively.

There are few persons m the Great Metropolis who spend
their summer-months in the country, who do not know and
appreciate the attractive loveliness of "this place; 80 that it has
become the resort of substantial men and their families every
Jear. l\Iount ""ilder rises south of the lake, and with gentle
declivity recedes 800 feet from the shore, until it reaches a point
more than 1,600 feet above the Hudson. From the Mansion
House observatory the view is magnificent. It is still better
from the other side of the eminence. Following a winding road
back of the residence of Napoleon B. Wooldridge, you find a
look-out to suit the purpose. Slumbering beneath lies the lake,
whose 'waters, when fanned by the breeze, wash a shore of pebbly
'white sand, and the blossoms of the rhododendron which fringe
the margin, in their season, make the whole winding confines
look like enchantment. When the surface of the lake is dotted
with boats in gay colors, there is presented in the summer
months a sight which one never tires of seeing. In the fore
ground, and near the shore, is Chester hill, on the top of which
is a pillared temple devoted to Freedom. Cape Henwood slopes
down towards the Narrows, and trees of natural growth cast a
grateful shade.

Away to the north, Mount Sherwood looms up into the serene
heavens, from which the outline of prospect is scarcely inferior
to that "which greets the eye of the delighted traveler among the
Catskills. A spur of the latter makes a show back of the Shan
daken hills. Then on the right "the smok; range" of the
Shawangunk is lost in the glades and forests 0 Neversink. As
the eye sweeps the distant landscape, it detects an almost un
broken chain of mountains lying round the whole Cyclopean
circle. Everywhere sloping farms are framed in groves of nat
ural beauty; but what most attracts attention is the lake itseH.
Here are not the bold configuration of Newburgh bay, and the
richly laden vessels of commerce; but there is more of the un
disturbed repose which is calculated to please those who relish
retirement from the busy scenes of active life. To crown all,
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here is an atmosphere 8S healthy as any on the globe. Physi
cians frequently send invalids to recover health from its life
giving qualities. Instances of recovery almost incredible might
be given: 80 that to those who wish to combine rare scenery
with healthiness of climate, a sojourn during the summer-months
is desirable.*

The following lines were written by Alfred B. Street, whose
poetical afflatus was developed by the charming scenery of
Sullivan:

WHITE LAKE.

PW'e as their parent springs! how bright
The silvery waters stretch away~ ,

Reposing in the pleasant light
Of June's most lovely day.

Curving around the eastern side
Rich meadows slope their banks, to meet,

'Yith fringe of grass and fern, the tide
Which sparkles at their feet.

Here busy life attests that toil,
With its quick talisman has made

Fields green and waving, from a soil
Of rude and sa"age shade,

"nile opposite the forest lies
III giant shadow, black and deep,

Filling with leaves the circling sky,
And frowning in its sleep.

,.·\.111jd this s~~ene of .~ht and ~loom,
Nature 'WIth art linh hand in hand,

Thick woods beside soft rural bloom
A.s by a seer's command.

Here, waves the grain, here, curls the smoke;
The orchard bends; there, wilds, as dark

As when the hermit waters woke
Beneath the Indian's bark.

* * • * •

• For t.bis description of White Lake and its surroundings the auihor is indebted
to BeT. J. B. Williama. Mr. W. is not responsible for 'he foot-notes.
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Here, the green headlands seem to meet
80 near, a fairy-bridge might cross;

There, spreads ~e broad and limpid sheet
In smooth, lJDI'Uftled gloss.

Arch'd by the thicket's screening leaves,
A lilied harbor lurks below,

Where on the sand each riffle weaves
Its melting wreath of snow.

Hark! like an organ's tones, the woods
To the light wind in murmurs wake j

The voice of the vast solitudes
Is speaking to the lake.

The fanning air-breath sweeps across
On its broad path of sparkles now,

Bends down the violet to the moss,
And melts upon D1Y brow.

WHITE LAKE PREsBYTERIAN CRUMH.-For the origin of this
Church and congregation, we refer to the records of it, as care
fully kept by the officers. On christmas-day, 1805, 'we find it
stated that" a number of the inhabitants of Lumberland, being
by previous notice called together, at the house of Captain Abner
Hollister, it was noted as their wish to form and to be formed
into a society of worship, publicly called Presbyterian, and to be
known by the name of the 'White Lake Presbyterian Society."
The following persons were, at said time and place, chosen as
officers of the society: CO'11L'l1tissioners-Captain Abner Hollister,
Captain Abijah Mitchell; Trustees-John K. Beekman, David
Jackson, William Peck, William Hurd, Daniel Hunter, Captain
Abner Hollister and Captain Abijah MiwheH.

Sometime during the fonowing year, it was determined to
build a "House of Worship," for we have an account of 8. meet
ing held December 25th, 1807, when it was "voted that the
resolution passed in 1806, for setting the church on John K.
Beekman's lot, adjoining John T. Clayton's lot, shall be 'reooked,
and that the church shall be set on Mr. John Sterratt's lot, near
the centre of the lot, and that William Peck, Abner Hollister,
Henry H. Crist, Matthias Fv.ller, William Hurd, John Potts and
Abijah Mitchell be a committee to stick a stake on the place,
where to erect the church."

At the adjourned meeting of the congregation, held August
15th, 1808, (of which notifications had been put up at five differ
ent localities,) there was another change made, as to the site for
the contemplated edifice, as it is recorded that a vote was taken
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to build the church on Abner Hollister's lot, north of the road
leading from William Peck's mill to Henry H. Crist's, and west
of the road leading from the "Hurd Settlement to the turnpike,
at a beech-tree marked, near the place, and that the trustees
shall determine on the place, not to exceed four rods from the
above marked tree."

For some cause which does not appear, there was still efourth
change made as to the church-site; and which was to the rising
ground north of the turnpike, and half-way between Bethel vil
lage and "White Lake, the location of the present edifice. This
'was in the spring (April 24th,) of 1809; and when the work of
erection at once commenced.

The amount subscribed towards the work is set down at
$961.67, of which $364.15 were paid in labor done, each indi
vidual being allowed six shillings a day.

The building, though commenced so early as 1809, was not
completed until nineteen years after, for we find a record of a
meeting of the congregation, held January 4th, 1828, at which a
contract was entered into between Solomon and Thaddeus Hurd,
for "finishing the meeting-house, for the sum of $650. Two
hundred dollars to be paid before the work is done, and the re
mainder when finished."

The house of worship, as used in its unfinished state, had at
first neither pulpit, nor regular seats, nor sash in the upper
windows, and as it was unplastered, and without stoves, the
people 'were obliged during the winter season, to hold their ser
vices in the "baIl-room" of a hotel near by. Some years after,
however, the ladies of the congregation had spun and woven
a piece of linen cloth which was sold, and the proceeds used in
building a fulpit and supplying the want of sash in the upper
windows 0 the building.

The Church 'was organized September 3d, 1810, by the Rev.
Daniel C. Hopkins, "a Missionary of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United States." Its first mem
bers were John Sherwood and wife, Esther Sherwood, William
Peck and wife, Elizabeth Peck, Abner Hollister and wife, Miriam
Hollister, Huldah Taylor, Margaret Tibbits, Ruth M. Mitchell,
Bridget Dekay, Sarah Judson; of these, two 'were at the time
elected Elders, namely: Messrs. John Sherwood and Abner
Hollister. In December of the same year, they were duly" set
apart" to their office bv the Rev. Henry Ford.
Fo~ more than twenjy years the congregation depended upon

supplies from Presbytery. Among these we find the names of
the Rev. Messrs. Methuselah Baldwin, John Johnston, Luther
Halsey, Ezra Fisk, Isaac Vandoren, William McJimsey, Isaac
Arbuckle, Messrs. Babbit, Adams and Timlow. The Rev. J. Boyd
served the congregation for two years, and the Revs. Samuel
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Pelton and Thomas Holliday, each about the same length of
time.

In the year 1841, the Rev. '\Villiam B. Reeves was called as
the first regular pastor of the congregation, which he continued
to be for six years.

During Mr. Reeves' pastorate, the present church-edifice and
parsonage were built.

Rev. 'V. To Blain next served the congregation for four years,
and after him the Rev. Mr. Brewster, for three and one-half
years.

Its more recent pastors were the Rev. Messrs. Petrie, Brown
and 'Vells, their terms of service averaging about three years
each.

Since the commencement of the present year, the congregation
has been temporarily supplied by the Rev. Edwin Town, a
member of the" Presbytery of Lackawanna."

The congregation at present is composed of from eighty to
eighty-five families, and one hundred and twenty communicants.*

AsSOCIATE REFORMED CHURCH. - The Associate Reformed
Church had no re~ar organization until the year 1830, although
there was a. missionary station at White Lake under the care
and supervision of the Presbytery of New York, as early as the
year 1811 or 1812. Several families from the North of Ireland,
of strong Protestant proclivities, had settled in Bethel, bringing
with them their religious preferences. About this period also,
William Gillespie, who was a. member of the Associate Reformed
Church of New York, removed from the city to the town, and
was chiefly instrumental in obtaining missionary aid.

Nursed by the mother Presbytery, the infant Church continued
to live. It was during the winter of 1818-1H19, that the Rev.
William Boyse, from one of the Southern States, visited this
missionary station. 'Ve have before us a copy of a letter written
by him to his wife, which serves to cast a little light over this
(then) dark spot. We insert the letter as a part of our History:

"WHITE L...\KE, S{;u..IY.\..x Co., N. Y., l
1st December, 1818. r

u* * * This is 8 pretty wild part of the country. You
would say it is a perfect wilderness. Yesterday I went to church.
There stood a little, solitary, unfinished house, which I entered.
There was no pulpit--no seats; but a very couunon chair, which
I was to occupy, and some boards, propppd up on blocks, on
which the congregation sit; no fire, and the wall nothing but
very thin boards. After some time, however, there wus a eon-
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gregation assembled, I got up at the end of a carpenter's bench
that passed through the centre, and preached them a sermon.
They sat and heard it with as much patience as if they had been
in the temple of Jerusalem, I sup~se; and &8 they are in the
habit of hearing two sermons in this place, one directly after the
other, cold and bleak as it was, I found they would not be satis
fied unless I gave them another-and so I did. Strange as it
may appear, there are some very decent people in this place,
and some that live very comfortably. I expect to preach here
next Sabbath.

"MONTGOMERY, December 9th, 1818.
"I returned from White Lake on last Monday. I expect to

preach next Sabbath and the Sabbath after at Graham's church,
and on the last Sabbath of this month at Bloomingbnrgh. I
enjoy pretty good health. I have found some very good friends
in the country. Though I cannot say that religion is in a very
flourishing state in any of the congregations to which I have
preached-yet many are very attentive, and receive the gospel
with 9ladness, and show a desire to~romote the glory of God,
and their own eternal happiness. The vacancies befonging to
the Associate Reformed Church in this Presbytery are all poor.
Noone of them is ready for settling a minister at present; but
I have been able to gef'along without sinking money."

No definite information concerning this religious pioneer is in
our possession, until lR26, 'when he 'was connected with the
Dutch Reformed Church, and employed as a missionary at"70 odstock and Shokan, in Ulster county. ill the year 18i9, he
became the pastor of the Woodstock Church, and occupied that
position until 1837. He died in 1853.

But to return to our narrative of the 'Vhite Luke Associate
Refonned Church. The building alluded to in the letter of Rev.
Mr. Boyse, was located ou the turnpike-road, west of White Lake.

In the year l~aO, the Associate Reformed people deemed it
advisable, in view of their increasing numher, and the necessitv
of supplying the spiritual 'wants of the community, to make a
re-organization; and in .Januarv of that ~·ear a meeting was held,
at which Hugh Dunlap presided. Rev. J. , .. S. Lansing 'was
present, and a resolution was adopted unanimously in favor of
such re-organization, and that the Associate Reformed Presbv
tery of. New York should 1~~ asked t-o take.. tl~i!-\ il1!~lnt Church
under Its care for presbyterial purposes. "", illiam ("1illesplt~ and
William Frazer were elected Elders and Deacons,

On the 8th of Februarv, IHBO. after the usual religious exercises
of preaching, etc., thes~ pp~ons 'were dulv oTtlai'nt·tl as Huling
Elders of said congregation. The church-members at this time
were William Frazer and IS:l bella Frazer, Willi.uu Gillespie and
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Mary Gillespie, R-obert Frazer and Eliza Frazer, Thomas Stewart
and Nancl Stewart, Hugh Dunlap, Robert McCrabbie and Agnes
:McCrabbIe, John Coot and Mary Coot, Ann Brown, Mary Brown,
Sally Brown, Ann Ramsay, Elizabeth Oraig and Martha Stewart.
During the same year, the following named persons united with
the Church, viz: James Brown, Jane Brown, Nancy Brown,
Hugh Tasey, Nancy Tasey, Samuel Brown, William A. Brown,
William Cochrane, George Stuart, Jane Stuart, Eliza Cochran
and Nancy Darragh. The adherents exceeded in number the
church-members.

Being without a church-edifice, arrangements were made be
tween this congregation and the Reformed Presbyterians for the
occupancy of the church-edifice belonging to the latter, and it
was transferred by a lease for twenty JeaTS, on condition that
the lessees should finish it in a plain manner, paint it, and per
mit the lessors to occupy it on one Sabbath in each month,
should they require it for public worship, Under this arrange
ment it 'was occupied until the new church at Mongaup Valley
was erected.

In the autumn of 1830, the Rev. James George was sent as 8

supply to the White Lake Church, and remained there for about
8 year, preaching with much snccess. He was then sent to
Philadelphia by the Presbytery, from which city he went to the
Associate Reformed Church, in the northern part of this State.
Soon thereafter, he removed to Canada-was chosen a Professor
and Vice-President of Kin~'s College, which office he held for
several years, when he resigned and became pastor of a large
and flourishing congregation at Stratford, C. W. Doctor George
was a man of great intellectual power, and as an orator he had
few equals at the time of his death, which occurred in Septem
ber,1870.

Aft-er Rev. Mr. George left White Lake, the pulpit was occu
pied for six months by Rev. Henry Connelly. who became pastor
of the Associate Reformed Church at Bloomingburgh thereafter.
He died at Newburgh.

In June 1833, the congregation had increased, and the Church
Session was enlarged by the election of Robert McCrabbie,
George Brown and Archibald C. Niven. In the same year, the
Rey. In,sper Middlemas, a licentiate from Scotland, was chosen
pastor and duly installed. He 'was the first pastor of the con
gregation.

In May, 1835, Rev. Mr. Middlemas resigned the pastorate.
Of his subsequent history little is known, except that he formed
an ecclesiastical connection with the Dutch Reformed Church.

For about one year after Mr. Middlemas resigned, the pulpit
was occupied at intervals by Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev.
Clark Irvine, and Rev. T. C. McLaury.
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In June, 1836, a call was presented to the Rev. T. C. McLaury~

which he accepted, and was regula.rly installed in September of
that year.

In 1842, Rev. Mr. McLaury resigned, having been formally
invited to become the pastor of the Associate Reformed con
gr~ationof Cambridge, Washington Co.,N. Y., where he labored
until September, 185~, when he received and accepted a "call"
to preach to 8. congregation at Lisbon, St. Lawrence county;.
but died during the week appointed for his installation.

After the Rev. T. C.l\IcLaury resigned the pastorate at Wllite
Lake, the congregation had religious services by several young
clergymen at different times, among whom were the Revs. Her
man Douglas, S. D. Gager, Mr. Donaldson, James Campbell and
P. C. Robertson. This state of things continued until 1847,
when Rev. P. C. Robertson became the pastor, who continued
as such until the new church was built at Mongaup Valley; soon
after which period, that is to say, ill 1853, Rev. G. M. McEckron
was chosen pastor, and after occupying the pulpit about five
years, resigned and was succeeded by the Rev. Alexander Adair.
Mr. McEckron accepted a situation as pastor of a Reformed
Dutch Church in Poughkeepsie. Mr. Adair remained at Mon
gaup Valley until the year 1868, when he removed to Oxbow~

Jefferson county, where he now resides,
Rev. Mr. Rockwell, from the Refonned Dutch Church, then

preached to the congregation for about a year, when Rev. Wil
liam Ferrie, .A.. M., became pastor, and is such at the present
time. The number of actual members, exclusive of ordinary
hearers, is at this date (1872) about ninety.

In reference to this denomination of Christians, it is proper
to say, that in regard to the form of Church government, it is
strictly Presbyterian; in regard to doc! rine, it differs but little,
if any, with tne E{>iscopal, Reformed Dutch, Presbyterian, Or
thodox Congregationalists or Baptists; in practice, it is not
exclusive; but admits to its communion all members in good.
standing of other Churches, who hold the same doctrines."

REFoRllED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 'VHlTE LAKE.-This
Church was organized in 1822, and at first consisted of ten
members. For nearly thirty years the congregation was unable
to maintain a regular pastor, although two years after its form
ation it erected a church-edifice. This building stood on the
shore of the lake and was a plain unpretending affair. Homely
88 it was, it was not put to shame by a more ornate structure in
its vicinity, and in primitive times was regarded with a certain
degree of local pride. Rev. J. B. Williams, the first and pres-

• The author iB indebted for this sketch to Hon. A. C. Niven.
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ent minister of the congregation, was ordained in 1850. Under
his pastorate, the membership has increased to eighty. In
1864, a new house of worship was built, at a cost of $2,500.

The R-eformed Presbyterians, who are popularly known 88

Covenanters, are in some respects a remarkable class of pro
fessed Christians. They adhere to the Westminster Confes
sion. In public worship they sing nothing but David's psalms
translat-ed into English, and condemn the use of metrical hymns
and psalms as impious and idolatrous. Stringed instruments,
organs, and even choirs, they regard as abominations. They
refuse to "incorporate, by any act, with the political body" of
our country, because the organic law contains no "recognition
of God as the source of all pO'wer, of Jesus Christ as the Ruler
of Nations, of the Holy Scriptures as the supreme rule, and of
the true Christian religion." Consequently ill their eyes it is
sinful to 'vote, hold civil office, or swear to support the Federal
or State Constitution; and they treat those of their membership
who offend in this respect as unsound branches of the true
'vine, and lop them off. They are political eunuchs, and from
a sense of duty forego the dearest privilege of American citi
zens, hoping thus to promote the glory of God, and the reign of
Immanuel over the tribes, and powers, and principalities of the
earth.

The memory of William Stewart, who was long a Ruling Elder
of the congregation at 'Vhite Lake, holds a warm corner in the
hearts of the pastor and laity. He carne to Bethel in 1804, when
the site of Monticello "was still covered by primitive forests, and
the only l)racticable conveyance was an ox-sled, and was a resi
dent of t ie town until his death, in J anuarv, 1871. He was a
man of vigorous mind, and persistent, untiring aims. " It was
mainly owing to his exertions that the Church organization was
preserved until 1850 as a vacancy." *' He was an omniv
orous reader, and from the books within his reach, a.c~uired an
extensive knowledge of history, theology and English literature.
He was also a man of marked individuality of character. Many
pleasant anecdotes are told of him, and among them this: "\\:"hen
reading his Bible, he sometimes added a running commentary
to each verse. ,\Vhile busy Veith the last chapter of Paul's Epistle
to the Philippians, he came to the verse-" I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me." This he rendered as
follows: "I can do all things-' Paal ! Paal! _ye're boastin' noo'
-through Christ which strengtheneth Dle-' P-h-i-e-w! !!-Paal,
I cud do't niesel' !' U

'YLt'n this rigid, sincere, but genial adherent of the Covenant
died, the community which had known him nearly three-score

• &,-. J. B. Williams.
10
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and ten years suffered a great loss; "the poor were parted from
a friend and ~ide; but an eminent peace-maker was taken to
his reward. The record of his life teaches that charity iB the
greatest of earthly blessings." *

The Methodist Episcopal church of Mongaup Valley was
erected in 1850, when Rev. William Bloomer was on "the cir
cuit." It was improved in 1869, and will seat about 400 people.

The manner in which the old school Methodist preachers
labored-their brief connection with each circuit, and the im
perfect records of their work which remain and are accessible,
render it almost impossible to give a connected history of their
operations in this county. We have applied to several intelligent
members of this respectable body of Christians for infonnation;
but have failed to procure what we have faithfully endeavored
to find-an account of the labors of their pioneer preachers, 8

description of the revivals which have swelled the number of
converts, and a list of the elders and deacons who have been
sent into our county to advance the standard of Methodi~m.

• Rev. J. B. WilliamL

NOTE.-The Mansion House at White Lake was not built sa
a club-house, 88 stated in this chapter, although Mr. Kinne
received some assistance from several persons when he made
additions to it.



THE TOWN OF BETHEL.

SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF BETHEL.
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From To

1810 John Conklin 1817
1817 Oliver H. Calkin 181R
1818 John Lindsley 1H~H

1829 Josiah C. Hook lH3.)
1835 Matthew Brown 184i
1842 Thomas Lyon 184~

1843 Matthew Brown 184fi
1846 James H. Foster 1847
1847 William G. Potts. . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .1848
1848 Matthew Brown 1849
1849 Wynkoop Kiersted 1850
1850 Reuben Fraser 1854
1854 Isaiah Breakey 1855
1855 William J. Hurd 1856
1856 Robert L. Tillotson 1857
1857 George A. Mitchell 1858
1858 Daniel M. Brodhead 1859
1859 J. Howard Tillotson 1861
1861 John W. Swan 1862
1862 Charles Foster 1863
1863 Thomas Williams 1864
1864 Schuyler Duryea 1867
1867 George E. Swan 1868
1868 Thomas Williams 1869
1869 Hiram Post 1871
1871 Roderick Morrison 1874



CHAPTER V.

THE TOWN OF CALLICOON.

This is one of the interior towns of Sullivan. Being situated
on the western slope of the water-shed, its streams empty into
the Delaware, Its surface is verx uneven. Its valleys are gen
erally narrow ravines, and its hills steep and abrupt, man~ of
them being from 200 to 600 feet above their bases. Its soil is
sandy or formed of finely comminuted red shale, and is very
productive. Its hill-sides, as well 88 summits, are arable, and
under the careful and patient hands of its intelligent people,
yield bountiful harvests of h~t' grain and vegetables. The
streams of the town are the C .coon and its aftluents. It has
two natural ponds or lakes-Shandler and Sand ponds. The
latter affords a pure white sand, which is said to be suitable for
making glass. The leading pursuits of Callicoon are farming,
tanning and lumbering.

It has been said of this town that it is composed of "table
land with the leaves turned down," and that "Its flats stand on
their edges."

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATION.

Year. Popu- Assessed Town Co. and
lation. Value. Charges. State.

1850* ................... 1,671 $110,918 $580.74 $702.85
1860 . . . . . . . . . .. . ....... 2,771 145,013 793.85 898.73
1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,764 116,601 1,340.92 3,640.91

_. -- . - '--' - -_.. ----
If Fremont had not been taken from it, in 1870 it would have

had a larger population than any other town in the county,
The Dutch hunters of Colonial times who came from Minisink

to have their autumnal hunting excursions in 'what is now the
north-western section of Sullivan, found along the tributaries of
the principal stream which there empties into the Delaware, the
habitations of the beaver. Consequently they gave the name of

• In 18i6, the populaUOD of Callicoon wu 601.
[148]
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Beaverkill to the creek-a cognomen which has been borne by
half the water-courses oi the .country. (\Ve have a "Choro
srraphical Map of the Province of New York, compiled in 1779,
{;oln actual surveys, by Claude Joseph Sauthier," on 'which the
Callicoon is put down as the Beaverkill.) But from a too
frequent application, the appellation became insignificant and
inconvenient. From the fact that no one hut the speaker knew
what stream was alluded to when the Beaverkill was mentioned,
another name was given. Wild turkeys abounded on the beech
rid?es, where they waxed fat and delicious in the fall and winter,
and sometimes made the woods vocal with their cries. The
Dutchmen, therefore, dropped the old name, and gave the stream
a new one. They called it the Kollikoonkill, while their English
speaking companions translated the word, and styled the
stream Turkel creek." The Dutch word was finally applied to
the surrounding country, and the town, as originally organized,
was known as Kollikoon; but when Fremont was taken from it
by the Board of Supervisors, their clerk, deeming the original
word too angular for beauty, changed it to Callicoon. The act,
with the name thus spelled, was then adopted by the Board, and
Callicoon has ever since been the legal designation of the town.

Dutil 1798, Callicoon was a part of Mamakating; from 1798
to 1807, it was in Lumberland; and from 1807 to 1842 in Liberty.
In 1842, it was made a town bv an act of the Legislature. In
1851, Fremont was taken from its territory.

Notwithstanding that, during the last thirt~ years, its rapid
acquisition of settlers finds DO parallel in the history of the
county, Callicoon was the last section of our territory which was
opened to immigration. The more remote town of Rockland
was settled at least forty yean; before Callicoon. There were
but two or three families In· the latter previ ,HI.... to 1830, and there
are residents of our county who are not yet considered old men,
who have camped in the woods of Callicoon at night, and slept
on hemlock-boughs, after the manner of hunters, where there
are now flourishing villages with churches, hotels, school-houses,
manufactories, etc. This seems more strange when the fact is
taken into consideration, that no other town of Sullivan is more
fertile, or has greater natural advantages.

Callicoon was not settled at an earlier day because it was al
most wholly owned by non-residents, no one of whom was able
and willing to construct a good road to and through it. Those
who held titles to its soil Dot only lived at a. distance; but they

.. Callicoon is evidently from the two Dutch wor<1s-enllen, to call, to pratt', and
haan, hen-s-the literal tranalation of which iR "cack!inc- hen." While hunting tnrkevs
the Dutch imitated the call (If that bird, ann Wf'rc ~nirl"<1 bv the peculiar noise it made
in reply, O()(,()<J('t)()~ is the Indian word for tnrke:'-lIa1"!"'l"7"s li'f'rkly for 1872, page 116
-rr~llli which has come the ancient nsme of a point above Callicoon known as Cook
Honse. Callicoon may be a Dutch trauslation of an aboriginal Dame.
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were unknown to each other, and hence did not co-operate for
mutual benefit. The value of the region to the lumberman and
farmer was well understood. Surveyors and hunters, as well as
trespassers who appropriated every cherry-tree and curled maple
that stood in our forests in early times, were enthusiastic in
speaking of its rich soil. A feeble attempt was made in 1825,
to make a turnpike from the Newburgh and Cochecton road to
Deposit. Several articles appeared in the " Clcro« icle," a Mon
ticello newspa~r of that day, in 'which it was urged that the'
State should aid the construction of the work. But nothing was
accomplished. If the non-residents, who then owned Ca.llicoon,.
had run this road through it at their own cost, they would have
increased the value of their property more than three-fold, and
would have found a ready sale for their lands. Their lack of
enterprise caused them to retain their unproductive real estate
for many more years, to pay considerable amounts for taxes,
and in the end they were glad to sell to speculators, who became
rich by disposing of small lots to actual settlers.

In 1831, Lucas Elmendorf, Nathaniel B. Hill, Peter Leroy
and John Starr, junior, applied to the Legislature for an act to
authorize the construction of a H Branch-turnpike from the First
Great South-western Turnpike," at the east bounds of the town
of Liberty, to the mouth of the Callakoou stream." Notwith
standing "the respectability of these gentlemen, and the great
benefits which would have followed the consummation of their
project, their application led to nothing but disappointment,

Five years later the Great South-western Turnpike Company
applied for a law empowering them to extend their road to
Broome county. But for certain reasons that company was not
in very good odor. Their application failed, as did the company
soon afterwards.

For several years previous to 1836, Lucas Elmendorf, John
Suydam, Charles H. Ruggles, A. Bruyn Hasbrouck, Joseph s.
Smith, Edward O'Neil, John Kiersted, Robert L. Livingston,
-Iohn C. Tillotson and Freeborn Garretson annually besieged
the Legislature of New York for a charter which would enable
them to build a railroad from Kingston, in Ulster county, to
Chenango Point, or Owego, or SOUle other place-no matter
where it was, provided it inured to their own benefit, or at least
resulted in advantage to such of them as had wild and unoccu
pied lands. In the year last mentioned, they were rewarded for
their assiduity. An act was passed authorizing the construction
of the Kingston Branch of the New York and Erie Raihvay, and
the following gentlemen were appointed commissioners to receive
subscriptions and distribute stock: John Kiersted, Charles W.

• Commonly known .1 the Lucas Elmendorf turnpike.
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Chipp, Joseph S. Smith, James Hardenbergh, Johannis Hoorn
beck, Alexander Story, Derick Dubois, G. W. Ludlam, Archibald
C. Niven, John H. Rutzer and Robert L. Livingston. We pre
sume the commissioners did not find their labors very arduous,
notwithstanding men of wealth were more inclined to invest in
railroad stock at that time, than they have been since it was
ascertained that those who build railroads seldom receive back
more than worthless certificates of stock. There was a vast
amount of respectability invested in this undertaking, and but
little money. We do not believe that even preliminary surveys
were made; but labor under the impression that tbere was an
idea entertained that the proposed road would cross our county,
and reach the Erie railway somewhere in the neighborhood of
the Callicoon. The project met with but little favor, and the
result hardly reached the dignity of an abortion. Yet those
who attempted to give it vitality deserve honor, for their motives
were praiseworthy. They were some thirty years or so in ad
vance of their time; for Kingston is now constructing a railroad
through the valley of Shandaken to the country beyond.

AB has been shown, all these projects were failures, and as
may be perceived either one of them would have been of incal
culable benefit to the region of which we are writing. Substan
tially, Callicoon was unoccupied, except by wild beasts, until it
was tolerably certain that the New York and Erie railroad would
either cross it or be located in its vicinity.

Before we speak of the influx of German immigrants and
others, we will endeavor to give a. brief account of the few families
which occupied the town from thirty-five to forty years ago.

John DeWitt, a native of Dutchess county, and for many years
a merchant of Newburgh, caused the first road to be made to
and the first land to be cleared in the town of Callicoon, and his
BOn Andrew built the first house.

The DeWitts were extensive land-holders in the Hardenbergh
Patent. Old maps show that, individually and in conjunction
with others, they owned thousands of acres in Great Lot No.2.
In 1794, John DeWitt, Jacob Radcliff and John Thomas, with
other real estate in Sullivan county, bought Division Lot No.
13, which is now a part of Callicoon. Thomas subsequently
sold his undivided one-third to Garrett B. Van Ness, after which
the lands were partitioned, and De'Vitt became the sole owner
of Lots 23, 24, 28, 29, 33 and 40 in Division No. 13. In 1807,
Van Ness was dead. On the 1st of June of that year, Theron
Budd (his executor), John De\Vitt, Jacob Radcliff, Samuel
Sacket and William Taylor, entered into an agreement to open
a road from "the great turnpike leading from Newburgh west
ward, at or near the Mongaup creek, and running thence a north
westerly course in such manner as the said John De'Vitt shall
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judge advisable, through or by some or ellof the lots or divisions
10, 14:, 9, 11 and 12;* and the division lot 13.t Said road "to be
made b;r Jno. DeWitt." Each party was bound to pay a just
proportion of the expenses.

From the papers of Mr. DeWitt we learn that he left his
home in Newburgh on this business, on the 10th day of August,
1807, and was absent until the 5th of September. He was
assisted in making the road by William W. Sacket, (who acted
as surveyor, guide and adviser). Graham Hurd and his son
Milo, ""'illiam, Curtis and Chauncey Hurd, James S. Jackson,
and Capt. Abijah Mitchell, It is difficult at this day to deter
mine the point where this road left the Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike. The fact, however, that those who aided De'Yitt
were residents of Hurd Settlement, and that to some he was
indebted for horse-keeping, board and provisions, as well as labor,
furnishes an obscure clue to the locality of the improvement,
However this may be, it is quite certain t)lat the road penetrated
Callicoon, and ran through the valley in which Youngsville is
situated. DeWitt kept an accurate account of the money ex
pended by him, etc., and among the items are the following :

"James S. Jackson's bill, 4 days carrying chain, £1 128. Od.
Curtis Hurd, do. 4 days do. do. 1 12 0
Jackson and Hurd, do. 16 days do. do. 6 8 0
1~07-Hept. 5.-Returned home, myself and horse being out

25 days."

Whil« thug engaged, Mr. DeWitt seems to have received a.
favorable impression in regard to this wild region, and particu
larly to his land near Youngsville. His descendants believe
that he determined to remove from Newburgh and engage in
farming Oll lot :So. 23. "Thile opening the road, he contracted
with -Iackson and Curtis Hurd for chopping or jambing t over
one hundred acres of forest, for doing which they rendered the
following bill on the 8th day of February, 1808:

"John De'Yitt to Curtis Hurd and J. S. Jackson, DR.
To jambing or cutting down 83 acres, 2 R.

and 26 p. .£108 138. Od.
Chopping 1 piece, 191 acres, 56 p., 55 6 0

A survey and map of the chopping was made, 1 0 0"

This chopping extended from the north line of the farm now

• In Liberty. t Near YoUD&ni1le.

~Jambing consisted in half Bt1Terin&a number of tree., &Dd thea O&using one to
fnll against another. In thia way a great many half-teTered neel were prostrated at
once, awd a considerable saving of labor e1rec$ed.
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owned by George G. DeWitt to the village of Youngsville,
and is bounded on the east by the creek, and on the west by
lands, now, (1870) of Rumsey and Royce. It covered a large
part of lot 23, where RogIer, Hardenburgh, ""'illiam Benedict
and Jacob S. Boyce reside. Some of it was quite narrow. The
widest was at the south end.

"~hatever were Mr. De"·itt's intentions, they were all frus
trated by his death, which occurred in April, 1"'808. Tradition
says it was caused by a. cold or fever contracted while he 'was
acting as an arbitrator in the affairs of the Newburgh and
Cochecton turpike company. He was a man of considerable
means, and being of mixed French and Dutch blood, had a
love of rural pursuits. His enterprise, energy, industry and
wealth would have produced important results In the Callicoon
country, if he had lived a few years longer.

Andrew De\Yitt, a son of John, inherited the lands on which
the improvement we have mentioned was commenced. ""hat
was done during the next four yea~ is unknown-i-probablv
nothing, and the road became choked with fallen trees and other
rubbish. The following extract from a letter written by Captain
ALijah Mitchell, shows when the first house was builtj

u BE'fHEI., April1!), 1813.
"To Andrew Dewitt, Newburgh :-It has been impossible to

complete your house on account of nails; for they was not to
be had here. Of the shingle nails there was not enough. It
will take about ten lb. more of the same kind. Send. by the
bearer, or the first opportunity. The house will be completed
in one week after you send the nails.n

This house W8S built of logs and had a stone-chimney and
fire-place. It stood on the fiat land of the farm now occupied
by the widow Rogier, near the north line of George G. De""itt,
and near the creek. Its remains were removed by the late
St-ephen Carrier, and have often been seen by persons now living.

On the 19th of May, 1814, the town acquired its original
permanent white settlers. They consisted of William "'·000,
who was a widower, and his sons, Garrett, David and Edward.
Each of the sons was married, Edward had four children,
Garrett four, and David one child, all of 'whom are now (1870)
living, with the exception of Maria, daughter of Edward Wood,
and wife of the late Abisha. N. Lewis. The Woods were of
English and Scotch descent and moved from near High Falls, in
Ulster county, and settled on the farms now occupied by Her
man Lagemann, Philip Hammer and John Royce. To reach
their new location they were under the necessity of going ten
miles into the woods, with scarcely a road or a path to guide
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them. The road chopped by John DeWitt in 1807, was literally
choked and obliterated. These men hewed their way through
the 'wilderness, and 'when doing so provided a part of the food
consumed by the party. While some of them 'were, axe in hand,
clearing away fallen trees and other obstructions, the others
were scouring the thickets in search of game. Deer, turkeys,
pheasants, rabbits, etc., were abundant, and it cost but little
time and trouble to furnish a larder which would excite the envy
of a. modem epicure. When night came, they camped like 8

band of strolling Indians-cooked and ate their supper-pro
vided a. temporary shelter in which to rest, and went to sleep
listening to the shrill bark of the fox, the howl of the wolf, and
the soughing of the winds in the tree-tops.

On reaching the end of their journey, they found the clearing
and cabin of DeWitt. They took possession of the tenement
and the cleared land, and occupied them until they built a house
of their own, and had made some of their own land arable.
Their nearest neighbors were the Hurds, of the town of Bethel;
George Keesler and Simeon Tyler, at Beechwoods, and the
Buckleys, in Liberty. There was not a store, a mill, a school,
or (if we except Edward Wood, who was a cooper) a mechanic
within ten miles of them. When they 'went to mill, two of the
brothers generally accompanied each other, and each shouldered
a bushel and a half of rye or com, and trudged off with it through
the forest. When it was ground, they transported it home again
on their backs, generally performing the journey forth and back
in a day. "'''"e are assured that Eye, the 'wife of Edward Wood,
once carried a quantity of flax and her youngest child to a. store
on the Neversink, seventeen miles from home, where she ex
changed the flax for butter, and returned with it and her infant,
performing the thirty-four miles in oneday! Our informant says
she was .slightly fatigued after her long journey, and we are not
disposed to question the accuracy of this part of his statement.

A few years after they came to this region, Garrett Wood's
wife died. Her funeral was the firsi one in the town. The
circumstances attending it remind us of the severe simplicity of
a primitive age. There was no kind and sympa.thizing neighbor
to assist in performing the last sad offices for the dead. The
trembling hands of her kindred closed her eyes, disposed her
hands reverently across her breast, and otherwise prepared her
corpse for the grave. One of her sisters-in-law went on foot to
Buckley's store in Liberty, to procure a shroud and other neces
sary articles, while Edward and David Wood undertook to make
the coffin. One of the early residents of the Blue Mountain
Settlement, in Liberty, was compelled to manufacture a coffin
from a sleigh-box. The Woods were in a worse dilemma.. There
was not a. board, or a. sleigh-box, or a wagon-box within their
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reach, and if there had been time to go to a saw-mill ten miles
or more distant, and carry back the necessa.ry lumber on their
shoulders, it was not decent to leave their afflicted brother almost
alone with the body of his dead wife, They surmounted the
difficulty by selecting a straight-grained log of sufficient size,
and from this split four slabs. From the round side of these
the bark was removed, and in and out they were rendered as
smooth and decent as possible. In a box made of these the
shrouded corpse was laid, and thus coffined was she consigned
to the narrow house to which all must go sooner or later. She
was interred on the Lagemann farm, and we have no doubt was
as sincerely mourned as if her funeral had been attended with
the pomp and vanity of a modern burial.

Under such disadvantages the "'roods lived for more than
fifteen Years. They cleared land and tilled it; planted orchards;
manufactured staves, and one of them (David) worked a part
of his time at his trade, while another (Edward) cured
cancers, and was known as a cancer-doctor. His cure was a
secret; and therefore we cannot say whether it was a prepara
tion of arsenic-the usual remedy of physicians of his class-a
remedy which sometimes cures and occasionally kills patients,
and which educated physicians will not apply.

As long as these families were isolated, they were in their way
independent. When the tide of immigration tended to their
section, they should have become rich; but somehow thev lost
or parted with their possessions, and several of them left the
country.

The secluded life of the Woods caused their children to ~ow
up with very limited knowledge of the great world outside of
their neighborhood. They were bright naturally, and intelligent
so far as they had opportunity to acquire knowledge. We -can
certify that when they reached man's estate, they were not below
the general average of the rural-born and bred, either as to
physical or mental for~e. When the. world came to them, they
adapted themselves to Its usages and Ideas; but before it reached
them, they were remarkably unsophisticated.

Weare assured that the following anecdote is authentic:
When one of the boys was fifteen years old, his father took

him to Wurtsborough, where they remained one night at a
hoteL This was the lad's first trip from the paternal log cabin.
He had never seen a stairway, and had. nightly crept up a ladder
to the common sleeping apartment of the young folks. The
wonders of the journey and the excitement of inspecting the
canal and other remarkable curiosities of the Hollow, had so
much exhausted the boy that at 9 o'clock in the evening he
could no longer keep open his eyes, when his father asked the
landlord to let him go to bed. Mine host gave the young fellow
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a light, and told him to go to a room at the head of the stairs.
He left the bar-room; but soon afterwards was heard crying in
the hall, where he was found trying to climb the balusters, no
doubt imagining that they were the rungs of a ladder turned
upon one of its sides! On being told to go up the stairs, he
hesitated-then ventured, and ascended on liis hands and feet,
precisely as if he had been on a ladder.

Seventeen years after the Woods moved into the town, the
only men living in Fremont and Callicoon east of the vallev of
the Delaware, were Edward Wood, Garrett Wood, David Wood,
George Brown, Abisha N. Lewis and William E. Wood. Brown
and Lewis were sons-in-law of Edward "'''000. ""illiam E.
Wood was then an occupant of the Wormuth place. The latter
is on a ridge between Buck brook and the north branch of the
Callicoon. Soon after 1831, Peter Wormuth bought. out Wood.
Wormuth was not social or genial even in his familv circle; but
was noted for industry and rigid economy. In the"' end he be
came a "man of means"-owned a good farm, and was a lender
of money.

In 1831, the DeWitts again turned their attention to their
lands near Youngsville. Peter and George G. DeWitt, a grand
son and great-grandson of John DeWitt, visited the region in
September, and employed David Wood to clear and fence six
acres of land, which now lies east of the road, and next to
Bogler's premises. Subsequently ""'ood cleared four acres
more, receiving for the job ten dollars per acre and the first
crop.

In 1833, George G. DeWitt built a house and became a resi
dent in the vicinity of the site where his ancestor caused to be
erected a log-house in 1813. He was afflicted with hemorrhage
of the lungs, which threatened to cut short his life, and Wl\S ad
vised by his physicians to seek relief in the hemlock-woods.
The balsamic atmosphere of Callicoon had a happy effect on his
lungs. The bleeding ceased. He believed he was cured, and,
wearied with the monotonous scenes of his new home, he made
a prolonged visit with friends who resided in a less exalted and
more cultivated region, when he was once more attacked by his
old complaint, and bled until his life was nearly gone. This
and subsequent experience convinced him that he could live
nowhere except in Callicoon. His life would be prolonged here;
but to a certain extent wasted. At least it so seemed to him.
He is still living, and has performed well his duty in the com
munity of which he is a member.

The atmosphere of Callicoon was at one time considered
favorable to pulmonary complaints. A majority of those who
became residents for this reason were much benefited.

Among the early settlers of Callicoon was Jacob Quick, who
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located on 3 small stream which empties into the East-branch
at Jeft·ersonville. He 'was a native of Pike county, Pennsyl
vania, and 'was a nephew of Tom Quick, the Indian-slayer, WIth
whom he hunted and trapped in his youth, and from whose lips
he heard the recital of many strange adventures. The family
was of Dutch descent, and emigrated to this country while Niew
Amsterdam 'was an appendage of Holland. After remaining
some time near Esopus, they removed to the Minisink country,
and became prominent, socially and financially, at Milford.

As an evidence of -Iacob Quick's standing in his native town,
we mention the fact that he 'was a justice of the peace for thirty
successive :rears before he came to Callicoon. He was fond of
litigation, and entered into legal strife with as much vim as a
war-horse does into battle. From this or some other cause, he
lost a fair estate, and when sixty years of age, found that his
liabilities somewhat exceeded his assets. To escape the annoy
ances which attend such a condition, and hoping to retrieve a
decayed fortune, he managed to save a few hundred dollars from
the stern grasp of his creditors, with which he bought a lot of
heavily timbered and fertile land in Callicoon, the deed of which
'was given to his old wife.

He 'was at this time a stalwart, rugged man of six~, whose
keen eye and steady hand could give a deadly direction to a
bullet, and who boasted that no man 'was his superior 88 an
angler. 'Vith his ash-pole and horse-hair line he loved to com
pete with the dandy trout-catchers who sometimes went to the
North-branch to indulge in their favorite sport, and great was
his mortification and disgust if the basket of the fancy gentleman
contained a greater number of the speckled beauties than were
found on his "string." But ample was his revenge when evening
approached, and he returned with his guest across the ridge
which divides Buck brook from the North-branch. With the
grace and agility of an Indian, he stalked in a straight line for
home, no more encountering an obstacle than a hawk floating
in the air; 'while his companion dodged around all kinds of diffi
culties, and generally was considerably blown when he reached
the valley where Quick lived.

After bu~ying the lot, Quick put up the usual shelter of men
who begin life in the woods, and moved into it with his aged
wife. It was in a deep valley and was so overshadowed by huge
trees that the sun could not penetrate to his roof. The contrast
between this and their old home was sad and gloomy, and had
a very depressing influence upon Mrs. Quick. He at once went
to work on the trees 'which surrounded his house, and when he
cut them down, fearing that the)" would fall upon the building,
and crush his wife beneath the 'wreck, he caused her to go to a
safe place, where she watched his proceedings and shed such
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tears as only the forsaken and forlorn can shed, this is no
fancy sketch. The author learned the facts from Jacob Quick
himself.

Mr. Quick cleared field after field-built the first saw-mill of
the town-found a ready home-market for his grain, hay and
lumber, and was once more a prosnerous man, whom his fellow
t-ownsmen delighted to honor with office. A village sprang up
in his neighborhood; he was surrounded by neighbors, some
of whom were his own children; he built a comfortable house,
had flocks, orchards and fertile fields; but the old wife was
mouldering among the decaying roots of the forest that had 80

recently clothed the hills and valleys of Callicoon. She did not
long survive their removal to Sullivan.

Mr. Quick subsequently married again, and bought and cleared
another farm. He also built a second mill. His new property
was situated on the North-branch. While improving it with his
accustomed energy, he was prostrated by paralysis. During
the last years of his life, he was a helpless invalid, and suffered
much mental distress because he was bed-ridden. He died in
1852. During the greater part of his life, he was an exemplary
member of the Presbyterian church.

We have elsewhere alluded to those who trespassed on the
non-resident lands of Callicoon. At first those who lived near
the borders of the town re~arded the forests in their vicinity
very much as people now look upon wild fruit and game. Chris
tian kings by discovery acquired a right to the territory occupied
by heathen and idolatrous men, and why should not one of the
sovereign people own a pine or cherry-tree, or a bird's-eye maple,
if he found it on land which was unoccuJ?ied? Men who believed
that the purloining of a horse was a cnme, never dreamed that
they offended God or wronged their fellow-beings when they
appropriated valuable timber belonging to another. When the
owners began to look after and guard their property, these
people imagined that they were deprived of an inalienable right.

Thousands of dollars worth of pine were stolen, and manu
factured into shingles and boards. Whp,n George G. DeWitt
moved to Youn~sville, he found upon the land owned by his
family several pine-trees that were four feet in diameter, which
had been cut down and left upon the ground to rot, because
they were too large to remove. All the pine used in building
his residence was made from trees which had been felled by
trespassers and left to spoil. While returning from the Elmen
dorf mill in 1834, Mr. DeWitt unexpectedly struck a log-road.
Believing that he had a new neighbor, he followed it up until
he found it lined with pine-logs which had been cut on his own
land. He was amazed, and mentioned the circumstance to some
of his neighbors, who told him in a significant manner that "it
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vould not be safe for him to watch that timber." Mr. DeWitt
understood what was meant, and acted accordingly. Afterwards
the evil-doers were less bold, and generally took away the logs
in the night.

Near Mr. DeWitt's house was a white pine which towered far
above the surrounding trees, and was a prominent object to the
eye. After a temporary absence, he and and his wife returned
at nizht unexpectedly, and during the next morning, while en
gaged about his ~remises, he heard a great crash in the woods.
Looking in the direction from which it came, he no longer saw
the giant pine. It was gone. Going to the place where it stood,
he found that it had just been cut down. The thieves, believing
he was from home, intended to remove it during his absence,
and had absolutely borrowed his cross-cut saw to cut it into logs!

Callicoon 'was made a town in 1&42 by an act of the Legis
lature. On the 3d of May of that year a town-meeting was
held at the house of George G. DeWitt, at which Olney Borden
was elected supervisor without opposition.

TIle first white child born in the town was John, son of Ed
ward Wood, 'whose life dates from the fall of 1814. He is now
{1870) a .resident of the State of Indiana.

The first missionary of Callicoon was Elder Enoch Owen, who
lived in the valley of the Delaware. Hearing that a few families
were living here far from Christian privileges, he found his way
to them through the woods in 1820, and preached to them.
The three households received him gladly, and as a token of
their satisfaction, presented him with a half-bushel of rye,
which he carried home on his shoulders. It is said that he
continued to preach at Wood's once a month; that to reach
the settlement he followed blazed trees when the snow was deep
and the thermometer below zero; and that he was paid fifteen
dollars per annum for his services ! We do not give full credence
to this report, because at that day very few families thus sit
nated could afford to be so liberal!

We shall give a more full account of this reverend pioneer in
our chapter on Cochecton and Delaware.

In the spring of 1834, Rev. Samuel M. Henderson, a minister
of the Protestant Methodist Church, visited the Wood settle
ment, and preached in the log school-house which then stood
near the residence (1870) of J. F. Royce. With Rev. Richard
J. Crosby, Rev. Jacob Timberman and others, he had separated
from the main body of Methodists, and labored with great zeal
They made many converts. Henderson, when he died in 1841,
was president of the New York and New J ersel district of his
Church. Crosby continued in Sullivan for 8 time; but fina.lly
took to law, politics and other evil 'Ways. He died in Ellenvil18
in 1871, poor and in misery.
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Henderson's first congregation in Callicoon consisted of twelve
persons. One of these was a young married lady who had been
accustomed to worship 88 conducted in wealthy and refined
communities. To her the scene was so novel that it was indelibly
impressed upon her mind. The house was a pen of logs, the
interstices of which were mdely filled with billets of wood and
clay. Its only window was composed of four small panes of
glass. Its roof was made of straw and mud. It had a "stick
chimney," which was without jambs, and which projected from
the side of the house, and part!y rested on the ceiling. Fire
was made directly under it on flat stones. The congregation
generally was as primitive as the house. It could not be said
that a majority of the females had been led astray by the pomps
and vanities of fashion. Nearly all of them were without bon
nets, and wore cotton kerchiefs on their heads.

The preacher was a tall, gaunt, plain man, whose attire, al
though scrupulously neat, proved that he did not labor for
earthly emolument. He delivered a good sermon, and labored
zealously for the spiritual welfare of these isolated dwellers of
the wilderness.

During the next ten years, various preachers came to Calli
coon, and held meetings in school and private houses. In the
spring of 1844, Rev. Eli Denniston, a Methodist Episcopal
minister of Monticello, visited the town and organized a class.

The pioneers of Callicoon were anxious to give their children
the advantages of education. Their" hill of science" was located
near the house of Ross C. Rumsey ; it was surmounted by a
temple made of logs, the interstices of which were filled with
clay. A young man named Judson Laire, who is now (1870)
living at Robertsonville, was the presiding genius. For his
services he received his board-a compensation which would
cause the Teachers' Association of Sullivan to black-ball him ai
the present time.

Deer continued to be quite numerous in the town unti11850,
and some have been killed since that year. 'Vhile there were
but few inhabitants, there was no part of the Sta.te more at
tractive to the hunter than Callicoon. Solitary sportsmen, and
sportsmen in companies of two or more, often went there in the
fall of the year, and almost always brought back with them a
good supply of venison. After the leaves fell from the trees,
ga.me could be discovered more readily, and there was no danger
from snakes. Perhaps the largest rattlesnake ever seen in Sul
livan was killed near Jeffersonville, in June, 1842. It was six
feet in length, and its circumference was equal to an average
man's leg. Our library was "adorned" for a time with the
skin of the monster; but the Right of it was not pleasant, es
pecially t-o nervous people, and we parted with it.
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Deer-hunting sometimes was attended with danger, particu
larly in the rutting-season, when the males lose much of their
timidity, and are occasionally aggressive even to the hunter. A.
man named Addison Mabin was nea~s killed by one of the
antlered beauties many years since. . clothes were reduced
to tatters, and he was much bruised, but managed to get away
with his life. That buck was a monster, and was much hunted.
A party of ~entlelllen from Monticello once spent a. week in
beating the thickets of Callicoon for him, and only succeeded in
rousing him with their hounds.

There were other times when hunting far from the settlements
was hazardous. Sometimes a pleasant day in December would
be succeeded by intense cold, and a heavy fall of snow. Six or
eight miles from a house, with three feet of snow and the ther
mometer ten degrees below zero, afford a chilling subject for
thought. Near the holidays of 1840, a hunter named Ezra P.
Gates, of Liberty, was in the wilderness of Callicoon, when there
was a sudden depression of the lllercury and a snow-storm. He
was missing several days, when a search for him took place, and
he was found -dead and frozen. It was supposed that illness
and cold combined, and his situation far from those who would
have applied proper remedies, were the cause of his decease.

Our readers have all heard of the adventure of Israel Putnam
when he shot a wolf in its den. His performance was insignifi
cant compared with that of some hunters of Callicoon who killed
a panther in its lair-an animal InaU} times more powerful and
ferocious than the beast which was slaughtered by "Old Put."

On the 9th of March, 1843, the track of a very large panther
was discovered, and a party of hunters turned out and followed
the animal to its den in a ledge of rocks. They then closed up
the passage to the lair of the beast so as to prevent its escape,
and left. On the next day they returned with reinforcements,
hoping to dislodge the animal and kill it. To do this, they re
moved the rocks until they had opened the passage for about
twenty feet (about half-way), when they found the hole too small
to admit a man, and the surrounding material immovable. A
small lamp was then procured, which was attached to the end
of a pole, and thrust, burning, so far into the passage that the
"fiery eye-balls" of the monster could he seen. A candle was
then flaced in such a position that its light wonld shine on the
barre of a rifle, and thus enable the daring man who attempted
to shoot the panther, to take sure aim. The first shot was fired by
Willia.m ...Adams, who succeeded in wounding the game, which
caused it to growl and scream so terribly that every one fled
from the spot, fearing that the enraged creature would emerge
and tear him into PIeces. Soon, however, the fearful scene
changed Except a few contusions, the result of the scramble

11
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over fallen tree-trunks and rocks, and through the surrounding
undergrowth of bushes, no damage was done. One bv one, the
hunters obtained a furtive and timid view of the scene- of terror,
All W:lS quit-to A ha:.-ty consultation ensued, after which the
most thti'ill~ of the cODlpany once more closed up the. entrance
of tht> dvn with rocks. Every one then went home.

On the third tla v, fortv men and bovs, about all the surround
ing country afforded, assembled to enjoy the sport. They 'were
armed with a great variety of weapons-s-rifles, shot-guns, bayo
nets, dirks, crow-bars, axe-s, hatchets, butcher-knives, etc. The
plan of proceedings of the previous day, it W88 agreed, was the
best, The rocks were rolled away from the entrance, and lights
once more properly placed. Jonathan Adams, a brother of
William, went mto the passage as far 8.8 he could, and fired.
The same scene followed as on the second day, with this differ
ence: the crowd returned, and John Hankins, who subsequently
committed suicide, fired the third time, prostrating the panther
on the bottom of the den.

The next difficulty 'was to get it out. No one but a lad could
enter; consequently the boys had a fair opportunity to exhibit
their courage. One volunteered; but before he reached the lair,
he literally "backed out" of danger. A spirited little fellow
named William Lane then threw off his hat, coat and vest, and
arming himself with a hunter's ax and a Spanish dirk, went
in, accompanied by Mr. Hankins as far as the latter could get.
While his friends were in almost breathless suspense, young
Lane cautiously crept through the narrow passage, pausing
occasionally to listen. The panther still exhibited signs of life,
although it was hors de combat. As soon as he was within
reach, he buried the blade of the ax in its brain, and then ap
plied the dirk to its throat-a most hazardous performance.
The yotmg hero then ended his adventure by hauling out the
panther, which measured nine feet, seven inches, from its nose to
the tip of i ts tail.

An account of this adventure, written by John Hankins, was
published at the time in the Republican Watchman.

Jacob and Cornelius Knickerbocker Schermerhorn (father and
son) came to -Ieffersonville in 1838. John, another son of Jacob.
came about the same time. 'They were natives of Schoharie
county. Jacob was a genial, cheerful and companionable man,
who foresaw the future prosperity of the locality where he set
tled, and had full faith in the 'wisdom of making investments
there; but died poor, at Callicoon Depot, 8. few years since.
Cornelius did not long remain in the place. He removed to the
far West, where he soon after fell a victim to the diseases peculiar
to that region. The cabin of one of them stood near the site of
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Issac Andel'8Ont 8 office, and the othtw' W88 Dear the site occupied
by the residence of Frederick ScheideR.

The best route to Jeffersonville W88 then from Liberty by the
way of Robertsonville and Youngsville-i-plsces then in embryo
-th~nce over the hills to where Garrett, David and Edward
Wood had long Jived, and down the 8~P grade to the vicinitv
of Quick's saw-mill, on Buck brook. From Quick's to th
Schermer~orn8was only a foot-path. A gentleman who passed
that way In February, 1840, when the snow was two feet deep,
sa~·8 the scene from the mill to the site of the future village in
spired emotions akin to awe. The path was through a vast
colonnade of sombre hemlocks, whose magnificent boles sup
ported a canopy of vivid green, through which the SUD could
not penetrate; while beneath was a carpet of unstained snow
silent, cold, unruftled-s-the green and the 'white affording a
striking contrast.*

Thomas S. Ward. a man of weight and vast corporeal sub
stance, carne to J effersonville in 1839, when none but the Scher
merhorns lived there, and built one of the first frame-houses of
the place, He is still Iiving, and is one of the prominent figures
of the town, so far as breadth and rotundity IS concerned. In
the earlv days of Callicoon, litigation was one of the few luxuries
vouchsafed its denizens. ~Iuch llloney and time "Were wasted in
trivial legal controversies. Mr. Ward, as an illegitimate lawyer,
managed to thrive and grow fat on these neighborhood quarrels,
until he applied for and received a license to practice in all the
courts of the State, when, professionally and physically, he ex
perienced a gradual collapse until he was 80 reduced in cubic
inches and otherwise, that he became an active and efficient
agent of a .lightning-rod company.

Frederick Scheidell came three years later than the Schermer
horns, and in 1842 Abraham Schneider located in the village
and built a saw-mill, Victor Hofer and other valuable immi
grants also settled in the neighborhood, and in a few years
Shermerhorn's anticipations became realities. Jeffersonville
was a thriving village before the stumps of forest-trees had dis
appeared from its streets.

Youngsville was settled by Samuel M. Young, a member of
the respectable Liberty family' of Youngs, and W88 named in
hit'; honor. Young built a la~e log-house, the first saw-mill of
the place, and established the first store. He was a man of much
enterprise; but. unfortunately for himself, his business capacity
was impaired by indulgence in an appetite which has destroyed
the brightest and best intellects of our country. John B. Spencer
was another early comer, and when the Youngsville post-office

• Gideon Wale-so in LI)C(lI R~Jrd.
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was established in 1851, was made its first post-master. During
the latter year, Daniel Dimmick Quick, a son of Jacob Quick,
built a hotel, and F. Bieling a grist-mill. The latter was a great
convenience to a considerable section, as the people had been
under the necessity of carrying their grain to Liberty or Pike
Pond. Youngsville now contains two churches, two hotels, three
stores and several shops, and about 250 inhabitants.

The settlement on the North-branch commenced about the
Jear 1842, when several sons of Solomon Royce located there.
.A. store was started at Callicoon Centre in 1849, by Robert M.
Grant; a hotel in 18;')2 by .A.lois Thuman; a grist-mill in 1854
by Adam Sanders, and a saw-mill bv a man named 'Yilliallls in
1848. As late as 1847 there wus an extensive pigeon-roost
where there are now churches, stores, manufactories and hand
some dwellings, and the region was a favorite resort for anglers
and hunters. About this time, the writer of these lines, while
in pursuit of trout, became bewildered in the woods of the North
branch, aud narrowly est'aped a night's lodging in the forest.

The village of North Branch seems to have been settled sooner
than Callicoon Centre. There was a saw-mill there owned by a
man named :\Ierritt in 1843; a store (Clements & Stewart's) in
1845, and a blacksmith's shop owned by a man named 'Vande
voort, Mal')' Hunt taught the first school in a house owned by
Henry Cannon. an early settler of excellent repute.

One of the interesting features of our history should be an ac
count of the German settlements of Callicoon and the adjoin
iug towns. These settlements commenced in 184:0, although a
Dutchman named Poli located near Jeffersonville as early as
1837. In 1847, it was estimated that two hundred and fifty
German families were in Cochecton, Callicoon and Fremont, and
in 1855, the State census shows that of the 2,649 residents of
that nationality in Sullivan, 1,924 were in those towns. In ad
dition to these, there were 171 from Switzerland/in Cochecton
and Callicoon.

Among the early settlers whose names we have not yet men
tioned, were Charles Lutz, Melchior Abplanalp, John Ruff,
Andre'w 'Villi, Charles F, Langhorn, Henry Becker, .Jolin Muel
ler, Christian Barth, Phili~ Hutf, Henry RORe and llW,ll:r others.
Among those who settled In the Callicoon region at a later day,
were Henry ".,.enzel, Christian 'Yeintz, .Jolin ~lu'l':;;eh, John G.
Schindler, Valentine Hessinger, John :\1. Helck, etc.

The influx of German immigrauts was urainly caused by Sol
omon Boyce, a surveyor and land-agent of Thompson. He had
charge of large tracts of land owned h:r 'Yilliarn H. Dennin~and
other non-residents. and seeing the importance of the Callicoon
region, and knowing tha.t great result ... would follow if he could,
induce thrifty and industrious forf-'i;;nerl'-i to improve the country,
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he caused to be printed large numbers of circulars and hand
bills in the German language, in 'which were set forth the advan
tages of settling in the north-western section of Sullivan. These
were placed in the hands of those who had recently landed on
our shores, and a few families were induced to trv their fortunes
in the busch. These adventurers, although thev endured manv
hardships, were generally pleased with the country, and induced
others to follow them. The result was most fortunate for Mr.
Rovce. He had been embarrassed in his circumstances until he
waS sixty years of age, when he commenced speculating in the
unoccupied lands of Callicoon, and in a few years made a hand
some fortune. He deserved good luck, because he was as kind
to these strangers as if they 'were his own kindred. Very gen
erally they paid for their land in "cash money," as the)" "'call~d
gold and silver, and reserved, as they supposed, enough to snpph
themselves with necessaries until they could clear their land.
But they were unused to the work of ·subduing forests. They
were unskillful ax-men. Some had no teams for drawing together
the rubbish left by fallow-fires, and 'with levers and haudspikes
rolled into heaps the trunks of trees. One (John Mueller)
grubbed out every stump and removed every root and stone from
his fields. Hence many were reduced to want before their lands
yielded them a subsist~nce. We were assured bv a settler
named Weisheimer, who came to Jeffersonville before there was
a road to it, by the way of Pike Pond, that he attempted to
follow a line of marked trees from one place to the other, and
lost the way. After wandering several hours in the trackless
busch, weary and hungry, he came to a little settlement 'where
there were half a dozen German families, and althou~h he of
fered a five-franc coin to anyone who 'would cover it WIth bread,
he could not get a morsel to eat in the neighborhood. The entire
community was on the verge of starvation! When such a ca
lamity seemed inevitable, Mr. Royce generally made his appear
ance and averted the danger. If he had not done so, the
settlements would have been broken up; and it may be said
that, while he obeyed the promptings of humanity, he subserved
his own interests.

Charles F. Lsnghorn built the first hotel of the town. Being
threatened with pulmonary disease, he was advised to remove
to a country abounding in hemlock, and he chose J effersonville
as his new place of residence. The future village at that time
was nameless, and was little better than a rude clearing in the
woods. Nevertheless the idea prevailed that it would speedily
become a place of importance; and to this idea probably J effer
sonville owes its existence. Mr. Langhorn's hotel was far in
advance of the time and place, and led him into financial em
barrassment and trouble which probably shortened his days.
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Like a majority of his ~una;rymen, he was an ardent admirer
of the author of the Declaration of Independence. This caused
him to name hie hotel the Jefferson House. The name of the
village followed as a natural consequence. The hotel founded
by Langhom still bears the na.me bestowed upon it.

The early German settlers of Callicoon were a religious people;
but were not ascetic and puritanic in their habits and disposi
tions. They brought with them the genial and pleasant customs
of the Vaierland. They also brought 'with them a genuine love
of the Christian religion 88 it had been taught them by their
parents and spiritual shepherds in Germany. Hence as early
as 1842 they had formed a religious organization which had
forty members, and was known 88 the "German Evangelical
Lutheran Congregation on the Callicoon," of which Andrew
Willi was president; Frederick Scheidell, cashier; Philip Wey
rauch, John Mueller and Melchior Abplanalp, elders; Christian
Barth, deacon; Henry Becker, trustee; and Victor Hofer, sec
retary. In 1845, Rev. Christian Sans was made pastor, and the
building of a church-edifice commenced. This Mr. Sans 'was a
fair specimen of the educated German gentleman. He was not
only familiar with the solid branches of learning, but 'was versed
in those polite arts which give charm to social intercourse.
Many were surprised that a man of his attainments should bury
himself in the woods for the benefit of a few pioneers who could
hardly furnish him with the bare necessaries of life. Neverthe
less, he labored zealously for their welfare by preaching to them,
teaching a school, giving instruction in music, and soliciting
donations outside of the town for the construction of their church.
It was not long before he was interrupted in his work. A news
paper found its way into the settlement in which he was de
nounced as an immoral man. The officers of the church then
investigated the charges against him, and found that they orig
inated with a man named Henry Hiestand and his accomplices
of New Orleans. After a. careful inquiry, the officers declared
that the reports were sheer fa.brications and entirely false; that
they were satanic calumnies; and that Mr. Sans was a faithful
cle~~an, as well as "a talented and capable pedago~e." In
addition to this, the ooagregstioa evinced their undiminished
confidence in him by electing him their pastor for life. He re
mained in Callicoon but a. few months after this. In December,
1845, he went to Honesdale, where he became the pastor of a
German Church. His removal was much regretted; but a worse
caJa.mitybefell these denizens of the woods. Before their church
edifice was completed, it W88 leveled to the earth by a heavy
wind I However, intelligent industry in time brought prosperity,
and the church W88 completed. In 1855, the oongre~ation
changed its ecclesiastical relations and its name, when It was
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received as 3 Presbyterian Church, and became known as the
German Presbyterian Church at J effersonville, At present its
communicants number seventy, and its property is valued at
$2,800.

That the Inhabitants of Callicoon are a religious people is
proved by the fact that, from the time when the influx of popu
lation commenced in 1840 to the year 1t;70. a new church-edifice
was erected by them eyer)' three" Jea1'8. 1rhat town can boast
of more than one church which was built during the first thirty
yeal"S of its settlement?

There are in the town, one Presbyterian and one Methodist
Episcopal church at Youngsville; one German Presbyterian,
one Methodist Episcopal, one R-oman Catholic, and one German
Reformed at Jeffersonville;* one Methodist and one 'Reformed
at Thumausville ; one Methodist at North Branch, and one
Roman Catholic between the latter place and Jeffersonville.
Total number, 10.t

We propose to give instances of the experience of but a few
German settlers. More than this would render this chapter
monotonous.

In 1842, Henry Becker settled on the North-branch, near the
present line between Callicoon and Fremont. His locatiou was
In the woods beyond the bounds of civilization. There was no
road to it, and the only roads in the town were but poor apolo
gies for highways. After })H,)'illg for his land, he had but little, if
anything left except his 'wife and children. He was ignorant of
the language and customs of the country, and he had the double
duty to perform of clearing his land and gual'dill~ against star..
vation, His prospect was a dark one, and it required keen eyes
to discover consolation and encouragment in it. He labored
humbly, patiently and persistently. In time, he cleared a small
lot and sowed It with grain. His crop commenced growing
finely; but 'wild animals were doing it much damage. Hoof
marks in the virgin soil declared what they were. His son 'was
directed to watch the field, and soon saw a fine deer enter it
from the 'woods. With his mouth watering for venison, he shot
at it, 'when it disappeared like the "baseless fabric of a vision,"
Sad was the lad) s disappointment, and sadder still was the
family several days afterwards when they found the carcass of
the deer in the woods. The game was too ripe even for a gour
mand or a. starving man. But experience brought better luck,
and occasionally Becker'8 humble table 'was graced with a
haunch of venison fit for a lord or Kaiser 'Vilhelm himself. And,
ah! the reverential, scrutinizing, joyful eyes which then glowed

• This church. although in Jeffersonville, is in the town of Delaware.
t Statement of Arthur P. Child••
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around the board of this Christian family! Yet, notwithstanding
an occasional feast, famine was an extremity which was some
times visible even after Becker had gathered 'his crops. He was
obliged to carry his grain on his back to Libertv, a journey
whiCh required three days for its performance. There was no
road better than a trail through the woods, which was made
visible only by marked trees. There were no bridges. The
streams were crossed on fallen trees, and when floods or deep
snows kept him from going abroad, and his stock of flour and
meal was exhausted, his prospect was very disheartening. Even
when everything was favorable, he parted from his family 'with
much solemnity, calling on God for succor and protection during
his necessary absence, and praying that their yearnings for re
union mi~t be satisfied.

The questions may be asked, "Why did Becker and others
continue to endure these hardships? Why did they not leave
these lonely scenes of toil and suffering, and seek a more genial
home ?" 1'he answer is a simple one. Their means 'were ex
hausted, and without means they could move but to worse
scenes.

In 1844, Philip Huff, senior, settled in Callicoon. We do not
know that this individual was a descendant of Samson or Her
cules; but we are certain that he deserved such ancestry. He
was a blacksmith, and a man of almost incredible strength. His
SODS inherited his physical power, and Inany anecdotes are told
of them. One of them (Jacob) was as much noted for good
nature as for vigor of muscle. Ambitious pugilists were anxious
to get the better of him; but never succeeded. He did not love
to fight; but if cornered, and compelled to defend himself, he
generally buttoned up his coat, and then 'with a single" wipe" of
his Hat hand, defeated his would-be assailant. He could carrv
home a barrel of flour on' his shoulder, and it was sport for him
to pitch barrels of pork into a wngon. On one occasion he 'was
incensed at a. neighbor whom he charged with purloining tim
ber for buiJdin~ a log-barn, and threatened to demolish the
building if certain logs were not paid for. This threat was de
rided by the accused, when Jacob placed his shoulder under the
top-stick of a door, gave a hoist and the next moment the
amazed and terrified offender saw his barn reduced to a heap of
rubbish. Jacob thus proved that if Samson could tear away
the pillars of a temple, he (Jacob) could at least upset the cattle
tenement of a fellow-Dutchman. Our modern Hercules died in
1861. His decease was caused by irregular though not i.ntem
perate habits. The other children of Huff, the pioneer, are living
m the vicinity of his location. The most prominent of them is
Philip, jr., a lumberman of Fremont. It is said that he has the
strength of half-a-dozen ordinary men.
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In 1849, like many others who were seeking an El Dorado,
'Came Charles Hahn, and settled near the ~lac~ where Philip
Huff's saw-mill was afterwards built. While living here, hIS
wife, with some of her female neighbors, went to the valley ot
the Delaware. On their return, they became bewildered iIi the
woods, and 'wandered about hopelessly for hOUTh near their own
cabins. .A. search was instituted for them, when their shrill cries
caused their friends to find them.

Every new-comer was warmly welcomed. and his arrival
causeda wave of congratulation ·to pa~~ over the eommrmitv.
But settlers came so fast in a fe~· veal'S, and located in so rnanv
unexpected places, that it required all active mind to keep pac~~
with the rapidly increasing population. Hahn's family were
surprised one clear, bright morning, at hearing the crowing of a
cock in an unexpected quarter. They were in advance of others,
and did not know that anyone lived so near to them. In a
flutter of excitement they explored t.he woods, and found a new
settler. The rooster was a true herald of advancin~ civilization.

In 1860, Charles Hahn was killed while cutting down a tree.
His widow then became the head of the family, and by energy
and perseverance overcame all obstacles, and is now surrounded
by a happy and prosperous family.

The career of ,ralentine Hessinger shows what an enterprising
man may accomplish, if he practices the frugality of the father
land. Mr. Hessinger had ~ wife, children, and real estate, as
well as goods and chattels, in his native country; yet for an in
explicable cause he left all behind him in lR49, and came to
the United States. Hearing favorable accounts of the Callicoon
country, he went to it bare-handed, but not bare-backed, and
commenced living a new life in the woods. He first worked
eighteen months in Inderlied's ta~eryfor $150. Then he peeled
one hundred cords of bark. ThIS he could not sell for mone)",
and finally traded for merchandise. Kext he spent a year in

drifting around and speculating in a small way. After this, with
a fellow-countryman named Leins, he hired a farm. The two
kept bachelor's hall, endured many hardships, and found that
their venture was unfortunate. Leins got married-his wife
~r~ved more prolific than the land he had tilled, and brought

. good luck and prosperity as well as a numerous progeny.
Hessmger opened a little grocery, in which he kept a few staple
articles. Although he was ridiculed as a vender of pea-nuts by
a more pretentious rival, he steadily persevered in the business,
and added to it as his means warranted. Economy and enter
prise brought him prosperity and wealth, and now (1872) he has
one of the most extensive mercantile establishments in that
section of country.

Ernest Zeidler was one of the settlers on the North-braneh.
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He 'bought a lot north of "Sixteen." a little above what is now
the village of Callicoon. His land covered a bold and precipitous
Iedge of rocks, in which was one of those cavities known as rock
cabins, This Zeidler fitted up as a temporary residence, and
intended to occupy until he had time and means to construct a
more desirable habitation. But Zeidler's right of possession
was disputed. A bear had hibernated in the cave for several
years, and one day discovered that our Dutchman had attempted
to "jump" his (Bruin's) claim. The man's disregard of squatter
law, or something else, excited the natural ferocity of the brute,
while the former did not lack animal courage. The two met
near the entrance of the cave, and, instead of going to law like
stupid bipeds, settled their dispute in accordance 'with the maxim,
"Might makes right." After a brief fist-to-paw encounter, the
bear ran away and troubled Zeidler no more.

In time Zeidler provided himself with better quarters; but
his cabin, like the cabins of his neighbors, did not contain many
household luxuries. Among other things, it was destitute of a
looking-glass; and as he could not shave without one, he became'
almost as hirsute as the original occupant of his cave. Narcissus
discovered his own beauty by gazing into a pool of water, and on
a Sabbath-day our bush-whacker was found shaving himself
over a pig-trough filled with the aqueous fluid! He had never
heard of Narcissus; but he had found the reflector which made
~areissus immortal,

John 1\1. HeIck pursued 8, career similar to that of Mr. Hes
singer. He came to America in 1845, and being without a trade
or profession, after landing in an Atlantic city, engaged in such
honest work as he could find. He at first carried coal in to cel
lars on his back; afterwards became a clerk in a grocery, and
ascended step by step to competence and respectability. In
everything he was faithful and true. It was not so much what
he earned as what he saved which laid the foundation of his
fortune. Superfluities make the poor poorer, and reckless
speculations often reduce the rich to want. Hard labor, self
denial and legitimate business transactions lead to wealth and
true respectability; while riches acquired by overreaching others
should give their possessor no better title to honor than that
enjoy~d by the successful highwayman. Although men-like
Mr. HeIck may not be perfect in all things, we love to award
them praise, and "whether they be Dutchmen or Yankees, we
always doff our cap to them."

There were others who were not as successful as Messrs.
Hessinger and HeIck. Of these was the family of Aloia
Thuman, who brought with them ten thousand dollars, which
was considered a handsome fortune by the first settlers. The
Thumans enjoyed high social position; but, lacking foresight
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and discretion, their estate gradually diminished until they found
the level occupied by the majority of their neighbors. The
place of their residence received one of its names in this way:
.A.t a convivial party, :Mrs. Thuman agreed to furnish the wine,
if those present would go upon the highway and shout "Thu
mansville." Since thut night there has been "coufusion in the
craft" of the locality, SOUle giving one word as the cognomen of
the place, and some another.

Another who Set~luetl to have a controversy with fortune was
Aaron Ft·aZ6l'. an American. He was part-owner and the man
ag:er of a large tannery situated on the north branch of the
Callicoon. Bark was cheap as well as labor, while leather was
dear. Although he could absorb as much fiery fluid in propor
tion to his cubic inches as a sponge, he always aPlleared to be
sharp and shrewd. ";"hile he was full of his favorite beverage,
efforts were made to get the advantage of him in business trans
actions; yet no resident of the "alley eyer succeeded. The
would-he-biter was alwa~'s bitten. There was unlimited confi
dence in his financial ability. He should have become one of
the magnates of the county, yet he became a bankrupt. "lIen
he failed, the shock prostrated, for a time, nearly the entire
community. The tannery then passed into the hands of Hoyt
Brothers, who retained Fral;er for a time, and then dismissed
him. Like that of unsuccessful men generally, his departure
"as not mourned by those he left behind.

Henry Wenzel was unlike the Thumans and Frazer. Although
one of nature's noblemen, he was of humble lineage. He was
born in Germany, where education is compulsory; yet he was
defrauded of secular knowledge by a bigoted teacher, who sup
posed that lucid expositions of the catechism would fit a L~lth
for both mundane and celestial affairs, After becoming a ski ful
cabinet-maker and carpenter, he married. Previously he had
contributed to the support of his father's family. His father
continued to demand of him a considerable portion of his earn
ings, and to escape from these exactions, the son emigrated to
America. Nevertheless he was too well drilled in regard to his
duty to altogether ignore his duty to his parents, for he continued
to contribute toward their support as his own means permitted.

Believing that an ignorant man is no more fit to transact
business than a fool is to wield a naked sword, he went to an
evening-school in New York, where he learned what was
necessary to fit him for the ordinary affairs of trade and traffic.
Being frugal, prudent and industrious, he was in time able to
engage in business in New York as a dealer in lumber, and to
have in connection with his establishment a steam saw-mill.
His trade gave him a. thorough knowledge of what was needed
by cabinet-makers and carpenters, His profits were considerable.
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He wa.~ not long in attaining It competency, and ultimately be
came a wealthy man. His fortune was the result of l~gitimate

business ; for he never speculated in stocks, or engaged in hazard
ous en terprises.

When Mr. 'Vellzel landed in New York with his fumilv, his
entire capital consisted of three dollars in cash. This could not
last forever; consequently he at once looked for honest employ
ment; and while doing 80 he attracted the attention of a benev
olent negro, who generously bestowed upon him the sum of six
and a quarter cents, He never met his sable benefactor again,
and hence had no opportunity to return the gift a thousandfold;
but on each anniversary of the event, as long as he lived, he
diSPOR~d of thrr-e dollars in such a way as to add to the sum of
human enjoyment.

Among ot)}{~rs upon whom he called soon after he landed, was
a German O'~ntlelnan named C. D_ w. J..Jilliendahl. 1\lr. L. at
once divinea his necessities and true character, and unsolicited
gave him eighty silver half-dollars, which he accepted, not
knowing wha t was in store for _himself a~d family in this
(to him) strange country, l\lr." enzel obtained employment,
and in two months returned the identical coin which :\Ir. Lillien
dahl had given him. This led to other busine-ss transactions
between the two, and an enduring frie-ndship, which bore im
portant fruit, Years passed. Henry- 'Venzel became a pros
perous man, whose weekly transactions amounted to many
thousands of dollars. "~hile he 'was negociating for a cargo 01
mahogany, his old friend Lilliendahl called on him and told him
that his sons had enguged in immoderate speculations, through
which he had become embarrassed. His wants 'were great and
immediate-failure was imminent, and he could look to no
one for aid in his extremity. Mr. Wenzel at once declared
that he could command his (Wenzel's) last cent; that he had
moneJ with which he expected to buy a ship-load of lumber;
and that he should not use his cash for that :purpose. He then
drew a check for fifteen thousand dollars, which he presented to
hi" friend, saying, "H you are able to paJ it back, 'well and
good; if not, sa)~ nothing about it, and the world shall be no
wiser !" It UYl-~ paid back in due time, thus proving that gen
erosity and gratitude sometimes soar far above sordid selfish
ness, even in the business affairs of large cities.

At another time, one John Schneider of ""illiamsburgh, L. I.,
was published as a bankrupt, Schneider was an intimate friend
of Wenzel, who lent him several thousand dollars without any
security except 'what an honest bankrupt can give-his integrity.
This enabled Schneider to retrieve his affairs, and in after-years,
while prosperously prosecuting his business, he never forgot that
he was saved from financial ruin by his friend, Henry Wenzel.
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Mr. Wenze!'s connection with the north-branch of the Calli
coon dates from 1852. One of his daughters was afilicted with
a nervous disease, and he was advised by physicians to take her
to Callicoon, on account of its salubrious climate. This led to
his residence in the town. In 1855, a flood occurred which
rendered the valley far from inviting. He sympathized with
the people, and spent considerable money in a prudent way to
relieve their distress. His kindness was acknowledged and re
ciprocated. In 1857 he was induced to accept a nomination for
Justice of the Peace, when he declared that he would not con
tribute one cent to his election, and, if elected, he would not
accept a cent for his services. And he was better than his word,
for he not only dispensed justice gratuitously, but gene~~l
sent away litigants refreshed. Many shared his bounty and m .
icence, and he never withheld from the worthy poor when thel
needed assistance. He hated duplicity, and loved innocent hi
lanty. He 'was a contributor to every good enterpnse of 8.

public character, and, although he was often consulted in regard
to complex affairs, his judgment was ever found clear and far
reaching. At one time he paid a larger income-tax than any
other man in the county, and, when questioned on the subject,
would not admit that his income 'was really the greatest--but
in his good-humored way claimed that his" returns" were st'l"ictly
correct. On another occasion, he bought a dozen eggs of a
neighbor; but on counting them found that there were but
eleven. He called the attention of the egg-vender to the fact,
and was told that one of them had a double volk! On investi
gation, this proved to be true. The seller's shrewdness was so
diverting that Wenzel forthwith paid for the dozen, and gave
the egg-merchant a liberal libation besides!

In his 01<1 days, when his flesh would no longer yield to the
exactions of his mind, he purchased the poorest and most stony
tract of land in his vicinity. declaring that he would have occu
pation as long as he lived. He elllplo)red men and superintended
the improvement of this land until It suited him, when nature
yielded, and his active brain rested from its labors. He died
October 21st, 1870.

Henrv 'Yenzel denied to none of his children a liberal educa
tion, and trained them in such a way as to make them valuable
citizens. His son, Adolphus E. Wenzel, who is prominent in
the business affairs of Callicoon, and a rising politician, after
completing his education, conformed to the good German custom
of learning a trade. While other young men in his station of
life were in pursuit of frivolous amusement, he was laboring in
a machine-shop as a helpee at a forge, and thus worked his way
up until he was a thorough meoha.nic.

George F. R. Baker, the only son of a small but respectable
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farmer of Thompson, was the first physician of Callicoon. In
his boyhood he attended a district school, or fished. or hunte-d
wild ~~nimals, R~ inclination led him. He 'was an expert as a
woodland sportsrnan, hpeame a successful teacher, wrote many
acceptable articles of prose and rhyme for country and citv
journals, studied medicine. and as soon as he was extensively
employed us a physician and surge-on, abandoned his profession
to makr- pills for the million, and to practice dentistry. After
several yt'ars of pinching want, he obtained lucrative employ
ment in a dental establishment in New York: hut was dissatisfied
with H. subordinate position-i-attempted to ca.rry on the business
on his own acoount-i-failed-c-separated from his wife-and after
unavailing efforts to keep the 'wolf from his door, died. His last
days were spent in a rude shelter in Callicoon.

boct(~r Baker was a man of lunch ingenuity and some genius,
While practicing medicine at Woodbourne, he 'was called sud
denly to attend a man who was apparently dying with a disease
of the throat. The upper part of his throat was closed by the
disease, and he was d ving from inability to breathe. Baker
whipped out his lancet, and'--OpPlll\d the mail's windpipe below the
affected point, inserted a goose-<luill. and the patient breathed
throngh the orifice until he was able to inhale au' in the natural
wave

Baker's misfortunes resulted from instability. As soon as he
could <10 nnvthing passably well, he lost his interest in it, and
turned his attention to another channel. As a physician he was
remarkablv successful. If he had made medicme the business
of his life,' he 'would have won a competence and a respectable
position in society.

In December 1853, Isaac Anderson opened a law-office in
Jeffersonville. He was, in the strictest and best sense of the term,
a self-made man-e-the arbiter under God of his own fortunes.

He was hom near Monticello in 1825. His father, Joseph
Anderson, was a poor man, who was sometimes a farmer, some
times a lumberman, and occasionallv followed both of these
callings at the same time. He seldom lived in one place long;
but moved from one locality to another, always hoping to better
his condition, and ~enerallymeeting disappointment. In 1843,
he removed to Beechwoods, near Jeffersonville. At that time,
this region, with its cheap and fertile lands, 'was a land of promise
to the poor and industrious. There Joseph Anderson and his
sons cut and hewed the necessary timber for the cabin which
they made their home, and there they cleared fields from which
they obtained food for the family.

Until he was twenty-one years of age, Isaac labored far his
father at farm-work and lumbering, haying, as he was in the
habit of saying, "plenty of hard times, hard work and a scarcity
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of schooling." When he reached his majority~ there 'W88 not in
the COtmty a more uncouth yonn~ man or one less versed in the
laws which regulate civilized society. He was humble, diffident
and modest, and had a painful sense of his own lack of cultiva
tion. With him thelears usually devoted to the acquisition of
education had passe a'way, and he stood on the verge of man
hood where American youth engage in the active duties of life,
ignorant of everything except the rudiments taught in our
humblest schools, and the fact that a few, a verv few had con
quered the difficulties which stared him in the {ace, and taken
respectable positions in life. Could he do so? Could he, a
poor, unlearned boy, whom few respectable professional men
would have taken as a student, first acquire an education without
the assistance of a human being, and then become a- learned
and influential lawyer? The declaration of such hopes would
have exposed him to the ridicule of every one who knew him.

E. H. Pinney, who afterwards became a lawyer, then taught
a. district school in a rude log-house near the residence of Joseph
Anderson. Under him Isaac placed himself for a part of two
winters. Commencing 'with the lads of the neighborhood,
among whom he seemed like a giant among pigmies, he made
rapid progress. During the :first summer, In company with a
man named John Brown, he contracted to peel a quantity of
bark for O. B. Wheeler, of the Pike Pond tannery. Here he
worked industriously from twelve to fourteen hours a day, and
from two to four hours at night were devoted to his books. He
hoarded his earnings with miserly care, not because he loved
money, but because it brought to him intellectual life. After
his second winter's attendance at the school kept by Mr. Pinney,
young Anderson found he had money enough to pay his expenses
for a few months at a school of a higher grade. On foot, with
a trunk containing his effects lashed upon his shoulders, he
started for Westtown, Orange county, where a teacher named
Abijah Calkins enabled him to lay the foundation of a classical
education. After he was elected Judge of his native county, he
gave us a. humorous account of his journey, and a minute de
scription of the trunk. It was a small hair-trunk, and its con
tents did not make it hard to carry. He was too manly to be
ashamed of his humble condition in early life.

"The followinz winter, he taught school in the Borden district
of Callicoon. Thence he went to a select school established by
O. H. Bush, in which Rev. James Petrie, of Liberty, was in
structor in the classics. Afterwsrda he taught at Divine's Cor
ners, and at Fallsburgh.

"During this and other years, many lon~ nights were spent in
debates, thus training his mind for the activities of the bar. He
and his comrades, following paths marked by blazing the trees
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through the wilderness, frequently gathered in school-houses fOl

their debates and spelling-schools. In such exercises he wore
off in some measure his great diffidence.

"Needing money, and still bent on overcoming every obstacle
in the attainment of education, in the summer of 1840, he and
his brother John rented the saw-mill formerly connected with
E. A. Clark & Co.' s tannery, in Jeffersonville.

"In the winters of 1849 and 1850, he taught school at Barry
ville, and, while teaching others, added to his own burden by
becoming a student, having the privilege of using the law-books
of John 'V..Johnston. For two or three years after this, his
law-studies were pursued alone-in the saw-mill, 'reading a
page while the saw was passing through the log'-digesting and
assimilating legal pabulum, while his strong arms were earning
food to nourish his body.

"In 1853, he spent about one month in the law-office of Albert
J. Bush, at Parksville. At the term of the Supreme Court, held
in December of that year, Amasa J. Parker, Ira Harris and
William B. Wright, Justices, he was admitted as an attorney
and counselor-at-law. Thereafter his course was onward and
upward, until his name became a tower of strength to his clients,
a dread to his opponents, and his rank as a lawyer an exalted one.

"In 1859 he was elected District Attorney of the county for
three years, and in 1862 County Judge and Surrogate for four
years. In 1866, he 'was a candidate for Congress; but was de
feated by Charles H. ,ran "ryck. In 1868, he was made an
attorne~, proctor, co~selor and advocate of the District Court
of the United States.' *

On the 3d of February, 1871, he died, in the 46th .rear of
his age.

Isaac Anderson was not in any respect a brilliant man. His
arguments were plain, cogent, earnest, logical. Law, justice,
truth, equity, were the 'weapons he used in his forensic en
counters. He lacked fervor, warmth, imagination. Hence he
never startled his hearers with bursts of eloquence, or melted
their hearts with pathos. He never reached a point with an
electric bound; but plodded his way slowly and surely, concen
trating all his power:;; upon the task of the moment, and CODl

passing his ends with remarkable certainty.
'Yhen about twenty-one yea.rs of age, he became a member

of the Baptist Church, and maintained a nominal connection
with it until his death.

He had his foibles, In some things he was frail, 'weak and
erring, Let us hope that the agony of his repentance was not
unavailing with Him who pardoned the vilest of sinners, when,

• Local Record, February 10, 1871.
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humble and self-abased, they BOught his mercy; or at least, con
scious of our own transgressions, let us place the shield of
charity over a single blot on the otherwise fair record of his
life, and screen his memory from ruthless censure. "Let no
men boast."

On the first of iugust, 1855, nearly every bridge and dam of
the north and east branch of the Callicoon was destroyed by a
flood. Horton & Co., William H. Curtis & Co., Inderlied Broth
ers, and other lumbermen and tanners were losers to large
amounts. The damage was estimated at $60,000. A dwelling
house, occupied by a man named Riscard and his wife and infant
child, was entirely demolished. On the previous evening, the
family retired to rest in apparent security, and at 1 o'clock A. M.
were aroused by the water rushing into their bed. Riscard
hastily jumped through a window and escaped. In a few mo
ments afterwards, the house and all it contained were borne
away by the angry flood. The child was found several hours
afterwards among some drift-wood, and was still alive. The
mother was drowned.

Other floods occurred in 1857 and in 1869, which destroyed
an immense amount of properly. The surface of the country
will cause the recurrence of similar disasters in this town as well
as Fremont.

On the 16th of October, 1857, a boy named Henry Staibe, and
another named Jacob Neumann, junior, while at the house of
Henry Becker, had a trifling dispute, when the former seized a
gun and shot his companion, who soon after died. Staibe was
arrested and held to await the action of the Grand Jury at the
next Circuit Court. That body, after hearing all the testimony,
refused to find a bill against young Staibe.

On the 8th of September, 1868, Mary, a daughter of Alanson
Seager, was murdered by her uncle, Noah Bigelow, near her
father's residence, in" the vicinity of North Branch.

Bigelow was born in Delaware county, in 1832, and had one
brother and one sister. While they were Jet small, their mother
became a religious fanatic, and considered it her duty to abandon
her husband and her helpless offspring, and join the Shakers.
Noah's brother died in childhood. His sister married, became
a pauper, and died insane. Noah himself was a vicious youth
of weak intellect. He frequently assaulted his father, and was
turbulent and unmanageable. While yet a boy, he "rag struck
by lightning, which seemed to daze his infirm mind. His brain
was still further enfeebled by bad habits. After he married, he
became almost helpless, and at the time of the murder, subsisted
on the charity of his neighbors and the aid furnished by the
Overseer of the Poor of Callicoon.

Mary Seager, his victim, was ten years old, and physically
12
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inferior to girls of her age. On the morning of her death, she
started from her father's house to drive some cows to 8 pasture
lot, and was followed by Bigelow (who lived not far off) until
she reached a lonely place. where he overtook her, and after
attempting to violate her person, beat her head with his cane
until she was dead. He then placed 8 log on her head, and
returned home.

As soon as the child was missed, her friends searched for her,
and discovered her dead body where her brutal slayer had left
it. Her skull was smashed, and mingled bones, brains and
blood were scattered about. On examination, tracks of heelless
boots were found near the corpse, and as it was known tha~

Bigelow wore such boots, he was at once suspected, and charged
with the crime. Blood was on his clothing. This confirmed
the suspicions of those who gathered at the scene of the tragedy,
who attempted to extort a confession from him, and even hung
him twice until he was nearly dead; but he stubbornly refused to
admit that he was guilty. His cane was then examined. It was a
heavy stick, with the knob of a door fastened to one end. He had
washed it, and, as he believed, removed all evidence of the foul
deed; but on removing the knob, blood, hair and brains were dis
covered. Finding that further denial was useless, Bigelow then
made a full confession, in which he declared that he had. previ
ously made an indecent assault on the murdered girl, of which
she had complained to her father; that to save himself from
the resentment of her father for the last attempt, he had killed
her; that he wished to be revenged for the manner in which her
friends had used him, etc.

Intense excitement prevailed in the neighborhood for a time,
and many were determined to execute the wretch as soon as a
rope could be procured; but better counsel prevailed, and he
was consigned to jail in Monticello. In due time he was in
dicted for the crime of murder, and at the next May term of the
-Oyer and Terminer he was tried, convicted and sentenced to be
hung. The defense was insanity; but it 'was not sustained by
the evidence. Benjamin Reynolds, who was then District At
torney, and Archibald C. Niven appeared for the people, and
William J. Groo for the prisoner.

"'nen Bigelow was sentenced, he was a pitiable object. He
was so much prostrated by confinement and self-abuse, that he
could not stand, and was held upon his feet by an officer of the
Court, while he listened in an apathetic and stupid manner to
the words which doomed him to the halter. Hanging such 8
miserable wreck of humanity was revolting to some, who made
efforts to secure a commutation of his sentence. An application
was presented to the Governor of the State, who deRpatehed
Doctor J. S. Mosher, Surgeon-Geueral, to ascertain Bigelow's
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condition. On an examination of tIle condemned man, and a
consultation with Drs. B. G. McCabe and Edward F. Quinlan,
who were familiar with the prisoner's case, the Surgeon-General
made his report, and the Governor refused to change the sen
tence of the Court.

Several clergymen visited Bigelow :previous to his execution;
but found him insensible to spiritual influences. He shed tears
when made to comprehend the fate which awaited him; but
exhibited no remorse for his crime. His sorrow was not for
what he had done; but what awaited him.

Bigelow was executed on the 15th of July, 1869, by Benjamin
W. Winner, Sheriff of the county. He was attended in hIS last
moments by Rev. Walter Scott Brown of the Reformed, and
Rev. Robert Tarleton of the Methodist Church. The former made
a few remarks, and asked the doomed man whether he repented,
and hoped for Heavenly pardon? He replied in a manner not
very satisfactory, "Yes, I hope 80." After hanging until he was
dead, his remains were taken away and buried.

FmsT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CALLIOOON.-About 1840,
Rev. Samuel Pelton and Rev. James Petrie attempted to or
ganize a Presbyterian Church in Callicoon. A meeting was held
for that purpose; but the effort proved abortive, because there
was but one male (George G. DeWitt) who proposed to be a
member of the congregation, while it was necessary to have two
for elders.

The first Presbyterian Church of the town was formed on the
7th of May, 1844, as appears from the following record:

Ie CoLLIKOON, Ma.v 7th, 1844.
Ie According to public notice, a meeting was held at the house

of George G. De'Witt, for the purpose of organizing a. church.
The following persons appeared, and requested to be formed
into a church to be called the 1st Presbyterian church of the
town of Collikoon, under the care of the Presbytery of H udson,
and in connection with the General Assembly of the Presby. ch.
in the U. S. of A.: Geo. G. DeWitt, Stephen Carrier, Julia. De
Witt, Margaret Carrier, Rebecca. W. Beadle, Rebecca. Bogart,
Caroline M. Rumsey, Susan Wood, Mary Hopkins, Mary Wood.,
and Delia Young.

"Stephen Carrier, Rebecca W. Beadle, Caroline M. Rumsey,
Susan Wood, Mary Hopkins and Mary Wood having been ex
amined as to their doctrinal and expenmental knowledge, were,
with others who were received from other churches, constituted
into a branch of the church of J e8US Christ by exhortation and
prayer. Caroline Rumsey was baptized after a sermon from
Gen., 45: 24.
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CCGeorge G. DeWitt was unanimously elected to be the first
Ruling Elder in this church. Present, William B. Reeve and
James Petrie, ministers.

"Sal, June Ist.-A meeting was held at school house. Ser
mon preached by Rev. James Petrie, after which David 'Vood,
Jeremiah Wood and Eliza Bush were admitted upon examina
tion as members of this church. Geo. G. De'Vitt was ordained
88 Ruling Elder.

"Stephen Carrier was elected Elder of said church Jtme 19th,
and ordained June 22d.

" June 30th, 1845. - A meeting was held to elect Trustees.
Geo. G. De\Vitt, Jacob Quick and Ross C. Rumsey 'were elected
Trustees.* John Mole and Stephen Carrier, presiding officers."

In the fall of 1845, a subscription-paper was circulated to
procure means to build a church-edifice, to which 'were added
the names of seven ~rsons. The first subscribed" one hundred
dollars in lumber and labor;" the second, "oil and paint neces
sary for 2 coats;" the third, "ten dollars worth labor with
team;" the fourth, .. ditto;" the fifth, "twenty dollars;" the sixth,
u ten dollars worth labor with team;" the seventh, "900 feet pine
boards, and 5000 hemlock shingles." Besides the above, the
sum of $208 was donated by persons living in the city of New
York, and S46 by others living in Scotchtown and Mount Hope.

Contracts were subsequently made 'with Archer G. 'Vood for
the necessary timber;. Lewis Dickinson and Peter Palmetier
for the carpenter work; and for plastering with Henry Gurd.

The building was finished in the fall of 1847, and opened for
service. In 1860, it was taken down, removed to YoungsTIlle,
and rebuilt where it now stands.

In 1844. Rev. James Petrie and Rev. James Reeves preached
as missionaries occasionally in the school-house of District No.1.
In 1845 and 1846, Rev. John Mole, of Cochecton, was engaged
to preach every two weeks for $50 per year. Some extraor~ary
facts will be related of him in our history of Cochecton. From
1846 to 1859, the Church was supplied with _preachers from
Hudson Presbytery. In the latter year, Rev. F. A. Crane was
engaged as stated supply, and continued to officiate until 1871,
except in 1864 and 1865.

The Reformed Church of Jeffersonville was formed in 1852,
and its pastors have been: W. Wolf, from 1853 to 1854; Julius
Hones, 1854-8; F. W. Riedel, 1858-61; John Beehrer, 1862-5.
:Mr. Riedel embraced Roman Catholicism; but recanted in 1867.
John Boehrer's conduct ultimately caused the faithful and pious

• Book of Deeds No. ~, p. ~7S.
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members of his Church much sorrow. Rev. Willia.m Elterich
is the present pastor. The church-edifice was completed in 1854.

In 1856, a Reformed Church had its birth at Thumansville,
John Bcehrer became its pastor in 1862, and was succeeded by
H. F. F. Schnellendruessler, a graduate of the Collegiate Gym
nasium at Gumbinnen, East-Prussia, in 1868.

The same ~entleman had charge of the Church at Milesville,
whioh dates trom 1858.

ST. GEORGE'S CHtmCH, JEFFERSONVIUE.-ReV. John.Ra.nfeisen
labored here for the spiritual welfare of the German Roman
Catholics as early as 1843. In 1860, the church-edifice was
commenced. On the 22d of June, 1865, Archbishop McCloskey
consecrated it, on which occasion he confirmed 105 persons.
Rev. Joseph Boesch was the priest in charge for several years.

SUPERVISORS 01' THE TOWN 01' CALLICOON.

Prom Te

184:2 Olney Borden •••..................... 1844
1844 John Hankins 1847
184:7.....•.•.... George G. DeWitt 1848
1848 Olney Borden " 184:9
184:9 .....•...... George G. DeWitt 1851
1851......•..... Samuel W. Jackson 1853
1853 Benjamin W. Baker 1854
1854: A.aron Fraser 1856
1856 Isaac Anderson 1857
1857 Egbert A. Clark 1859
1859 Aaron Fraser 1860
1860 George G. DeWitt 1861
1861 Victor Hofer 1863
1863 . . . . .. . Josiah Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1864
1864 Eleazer Morgans 1865
1865 Josiah Smith 1861)
1866 Egbert A. Clark 1869
1869. . . . . . . . . . . .Edward H. Pinney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1871
1871 Alpheus Potts 1872
1872 Adolphus E. Wenzel 1874



CHAPTER VI.

TBB TOWNS 0)1 COCHECTON .AND DELAWABB.

From 1743 to 1798, these towns were in the precinct and town·
of ¥amakating; from 1798 to 1809 in Lumberland ; and from
1809 to 1828 in BetheL By an act of the Legislature, Cochecton
was taken from Bethel in 1828.*

The surface of Cochecton and Delaware is marked by ridges
and narrow valleys. The river bottoms are composed of sandy
108m, and are very fertile, while the uplands are well adapted to
pasturage. The mouth of the Callicoon, it is said, is 777 feet
above the ocean level, and the mean elevation of the towns is
probably not less than 1300 feet. The leading pursuit of the
early_white residents was lumbering. After the construction of
the New York and Erie Bailway, the manufacture of sole-leather
became an important industry, while the advent of several hun
dred hardy and industrious German farmers made agriculture
notable.

There are four or five small lakes in these towns; but no
elevations which can properly be called mountains. The prin
eipal streams are the Callicoon and its branches, and Ten Mile
river. The latter reaches the Delaware, after crossing the town
of Tusten.

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATION.

Town and Year. Popn- Assessed Town Co. and
Iation, Value. Charges. State.

Cochecton ....1830 ...... 438 $64,355 $273.89 $401.91
" • ••.1840 ...... 622 70,812 216.15 247.68
" • ••.1850 ...... 1,671 99,665 505.14 671.36
cc •••. 1860 ...... 3,174 317,540 653.51, 2,292.68
cc • ... 1870 ...... 1,480 104,421 669.50I 2,551.16

Delaware · ... 1870 ...... 1,9981 125,045 1,866.00, 3,645.29

The population of Cochecton and Delaware in 1870 Vias 3,478.

• The first town-meeting was held at the house of Stephen W. Gedney, in the old
village of Cochecton, ~Iarch 3, 1829, at which James C. Curtis W8.M elected Snpervisor;
J40ees Calkin, Town CItirk i Nathan ~lou1throp, Alfred Nearing I\1l11 ::\loseg Calkin, As
IeaOR LJohn Hill, James ~S8 and David Young, Commissioners of Highways; 8quire
Karsh Bezaleel C&1kin and Clark Drown, Comrriissionera of Common Schools ; Charle.
Whipp\e, John F. Avarv and William Browu, Inspectors of Common Scbools ; 8~~hen
)litcht>U and George atn, Overseers of the Poor; Ht~pheDVw·. Gedney and George Hill,
CoDStabk.; and Btephen w. Gedney, Collector.

[182]
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We should not hastily conclude from what others 88 well 88
ourselves have written, that in the year 1700, Sullivan was a
terra incognita to all except the red man and the Dutch and
French who occupied Mjnjsjnk and the lower Magh-ah-ke-mack
(Neversink) valley. As early as 1687, all this region had been
thoroughly explored, and the points important to military
men were well known. On the 22d day of Febmary of that
year, Governor Dongan, in his report to the Committee of
Trade,* after urging that the line between the province of New
York and "Mr. Penn's possessions" should run from "410 and
40' in the Delaware river" (Cochecton) "to the Falls upon the
Susquehanna," said:

"To preserve the Beaver and Peltry trade for this (New York)
and AlDany, and to be an encouragement to our Beaver hunters,
I desire I mal have orders to erect a Campayne Fort upon Del
aware River in 41° 40'; another upon Susquehanna where his
Mat'y shall think fit Mr. Penn's bounds shall terminate. And
another at Oneigra near the great lake in the way where our
~3>le goa a Beaver hunting or trading." etc.

From this it appears that the white beaver-hunters and traders
needed protection during their visits or residence in the north
west part of Sullivan. From another paragraph of the report,
it appears that it was necessary tojrotect them against appre
hended hostility of the French, an not the Indians.

Anyone who has a ma}) of the country printed in the last
eentury, on which the Indian trails through the wilderness are
laid down, will find, on examination, that Dongan's recommenda
tion was a wise one.

The third permanent lodgement made within the limits of
Sullivan by white men was at Cochecton, as the valley of the
Delaware from Callicoon or Turkey creek to the mouth of Ten
Mile river was designated a century ago.

On the banks of the river, near the present village of C0
checton, was an Indian village of some note, where the savages
of the surrounding country met to observe their ancient customs.
Here they had their green-com dances, their dog festivals, their
games of ball, etc., and here, according to an ancient tradition,
which has been nearly lost amid the din and whirl of modem
days, lived the celebrated Lenape sage and Yankee saint, Tam
manend, Tammaning, or Tammany. William L. Stone says
that he lived in the middle of the 17th century; that he was a
sagacious and virtuous sachem; that in his youth he resided in
the country which is DOW Delaware; and that he afterwards
settled on the banks of the Ohio. In truth, little or DO~
reliable is known concerning this heathen saint. The fir8i

• DocameD~ HiI~ of New York.
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settlers claimed that his lodge was on the Skinner farm, and the
ccAdmiral" loved to designate his valley-land as St. Tammany's
Flats, When the people of Cochecton were more familiar WIth

the facts than they are now, a Masonic organization of the place
was known as Tammany lodge, No. -, which name was bestowed
to commemorate Tammany as So local celebrity. The claim of
Cochecton is really not. inconsistent with the assertion that.
he lived in the State of Delaware. The Indians were a nomadic
race. They moved from locality to locality as their whims and
necessities impelled them. H 'tammany in his youth lived in
Delaware, he undoubtedly was at times in Cochecton, and
roamed over the neighboring hills in search of game, and had a
wigwam in the valley, in which was cooked his samp and veni
Bon, and in which he reposed after his tramps over the neigh
boring hills.

The early settlement of Cochecton may be attributed to
several causes.

While New Jersev claimed tho east bank of the Delaware as
far as Station Rock, Connecticut claimed the lands west of that
river. We propose to give a history of the uJersey claim" in
another place, and therefore will omit it here; but as the people
of the eastern province planted the :first permanent settlement
in the valley at Cushetunk, it is proper to show why they did 80
in this chapter.

The charter of Connecticut, which was granted in 1621, con
firmed by the King of Great Britain during the same :rear, and
again confirmed by him in 1662.~anted to that colony all the
lands west of it, to the extent of Its breadth, from sea. to sea,
except what was "then actually possessed or inhabited by any
other Christian prince OT State." * This exception covered no
part of the Dutch colony of New Netherlands, 'which extended
to the Delaware river; but the enterprising Yankees 'were in
clined to make the exception read, "then actually possessed and
inhabited," etc.; and when they attempted to avail themselves
of their alleged right, they were not careful which bank of the
river they took possession of, provided it was not inhabited, and
the land was desirable. Cushetunk was within the latitude of
Connecticut, and the latter claimed the pre-emptive right to
territorv of the prescribed width, extending from the Delaware
to the Pacific ocean. Previous to 1651, several inhabitants of
that Province purchased lands aituate in the vicinity of the
South river, and proposed to occupy a section of the valley,
but Governor Stuyvesant threw obstacles in their way. These
the Yankees threatened to remove by force.t The threat, how-

• Trumbull's History or Connecticut. w. L. Stone'. H.ie~of Wlominr.
t Stolle's Wj"oming. Bee a180Gordon.
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eyer, was a mere bravado, and the Yankee project of belting the
continent slumbered for a century.

In the meantime, William Penn and the Proprietors of New
Jersey obtained charters which covered all the lands in Penn
sylvania. and New Jersey claimed by Connecticut. The right of
the former to what was granted to them was undisputed until
1753, when the Yankees revived their claim, and in 1754, the
Susquehanna. Company, consisting of six hundred adventurers
who resided principally in Connecticut, bought of the Six Na
tions, at Albany, a tract of land which was bounded by a line
drawn ten miles east of the Susquehanna river, was as broad as
Connecticut, and extended one hundred and twenty miles west.
The Quakers pronounced this purchase irregular, as it was not
made in open council, but of a few Indians pnvately, while some
of the latter were drunk on liquor furnished by the Yankees.
However this may be, the purchasers paid the natives a fair
P:ice, probably quite as much as their assailanta would have
gIven.

About the same time, another organization of Yankees, known
as the Delaware Company, bought the region situate between
the Delaware and the eastern bounds of the Susquehanna Com
pany's territory, and under its auspices, a settlement was
commenced at Cushetunk in 1757. We have no authentic
account of a settlement here previous to this date, although it
is probable that an Englishman named Moses Thomes was
located on the Thomas farm as an Indian trader as early as
1750. A tradition of his descendants, 'who held this farm for
more than one hundred years, and were second in respectability
to no residents of the valley, is the basis of this supposition.

We do not propose to give a full account of the eontroversv
which ensued between the Yankees and the Pennhamites. it
was more bitter and bloody than the contest in modern times
for the control of Kansas. The colony of Wyoming, as the
emissaries of the Susquehanna Company were designated,
were generally successful; but when they were hard pressed,
they sent to their friends and co-operators at Cushetunk for
assistance.*

In the fall of 1763, the settlers of Wyoming and of Cushetunk
were massacred or driven away by the subjects of Teedyuscnng,
the Delaware king. At that time no less than thirty families
were living in the last named colony, who had planted them
selves on the river fiats from the mouth of Ten Mile river to

• In September, 1770. the YankeE.o8 of Wyoming, finding themselves hesiegEd iD
Fort Durkee by the Pennbamites under Captain Ogden, (lent an t'xprf'''F\ under rowr
of the night to their brother-colonists of Cushetuuk for ai.t. HUPllOf'm~ that 0gde1J
would guard the path to the Delaware, the messenger undertook to 1:0 hy &no~bE:'r
way; but fdl into OgdE'U'R hands. [See Stonp'~ Historj' of Wyoming.
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that of the Callicoon creek. The latter did not remain away
long; but returned to the valley as soon 88 they could do 80

safely.
At first, the main route to Wyoming was by the way of Cushe

tank. The red men had made the latter the site of one of their
villages-probably the most important one located on the river
above Carpenter's Point, and to it led the great trails from the
villages of other clans and tribes. One of these was to the head
waters of the Lackawaxen via Calkins' creek; thence across the
Moosic to the Indian village of Capouse on the Lackawanna;
thence by various routes to Wyoming, Oquaga, etc. In the
winter and spring of 1769, when the Yankees made another
attempt to gain a foothold on the Susquehanna, and sent two
hundred and forty souls to take possession of the country, their
emissaries passed through Cushetunk, and over this trail. Hol
lister says that they then improved it as they proceeded on their
way. Some time after this, a better route was opened to and
froiD Stroudsburgh.

The claim of each Company had the same basis; but the
eastern settlement is less noted i, history, because it was less
formidable to the Quaker government of Pennsylvania, The
other was more pestiferous than the plagues of Egypt. It was
irrepressible. Large numbers, attracted by the fat lands of tho
Susquehanna, left the stony hills of Connecticut, armed to the
teeth, and swelled the settlements and the ranks of the territor)'
of 'Yyoming. The Quakers loved peace; but they loved their
earthly possessions more. They sent troops to drive the in
truders away; but the Yankees, although sometimes beaten,
generally maintained their ground. They were the original
squatter sovereigns of our country, and sturilily did they defend
their assumed immunities. At the Declaration of Ind€pendence,
they were seemin~y securely seated in the country, with all the
forms and securities of an established government.

During the war with Great Britain, none deserved more a.p
plause than these adventurers; and, alas! none suffered more; for
while their able-bodied men were defending less exposed locali
ties, their wives and children and gray-haired parents were
massacred by sav~eR and tories-tortured to death with fiend
ish ferocity, and driven into the wilderness to perish.

After the revolted C-olonies ·had won their freedom, the con
troversy was renewed, and led to considerable disorder. The
State in the meantime had dispossessed the heirs of William
Penn of their inheritance in that Commonwealth, and Pennsy1
vania claimed the territory 'which the Quaker Pro:prietors had
not sold. The question as to the title of Connecticut to these
lands was submitted to a national tribunal, and the final decision,
which was not rendered until 1799, was adverse to the Yankees,
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The settle-rs of the Delaware Company did not feel the hand
of the Quakers as hea.vily as those of the other association be
cause they did not carry their heads 80 high, They were weak.
They probably never numbered fifty able-bodied men. Hence,
with true Yankee policy, they kept the Quakers quiet, by pa.ying
the latter for such land as they wished to improve. Thus Daniel
Skinner and Company, of Cushetunk, aft.f-'r acquiring what title
was possible under Connecticut, fortified theuiselves with the
following document:

"December ye 10 A D 1761 Whareas we Augustus Hunt
and Thomas Corbin of New york Government have obtained a
warrant of Philadelphia Land office For thirty thousand Acres
of Land which is a hundred Rites three hundred acres to a rite
ten of which Rits 'Ve alow to be Daniel Skinners and Company
acording to the tarms of the 'Varrant With us and Company as
Witness our hands

AUGUSTUS HUNT
THOMAS WALLING THo:\LW) CoRBIN."

[Endorsed on the back-" Hunt has paid for 9 of these Rights.
Dan'l Skinner." *]

In 1770, Daniel Skinner obtained a. wan-ant for 140 acres of
land from the Pennsylvania Land Office, and on the ad of MaJ,
1775, received a patent from Thomas ann John Penn. He was
largely interested in land affairs in both the Delaware and Sus
quehaana purchases, as well as the McDonald patent of Orange
county.

Tha.t the Delaware Company claimed on the ea.st as well as
the west side of the Delaware, the following deeds prove:

"To all people to whome these rresents shall come Greeting
Know ye that I Timothy 'Vents 0 Canterbury in the county of
windham and Colony of Connecticut in New england Practisioner
of Physick For and in consideration of the sum of three pounds
in Lawfull Money paid in hand by Mr. Daniel Skinner of New
town In Sussex County New Jersy have Given Granted Bar
gained alowd Conveyd & Confirmed & by these presents sell
Convey and Confirm and make over and assign unto him the sd
Daniel Skinner and to his heirs and assigns for Ever one half
Share or Right in the Delaware Purchase of Lands on the East
and west sids of the Delaware River which sd Wents purched
of Henry Walton To have and to hold the same with all privi
leges and Appurtences Thereof to him ad Daniel Skinner to his

• Oopied from the original, and presented to the author by' the late Nathan SkiDDer
., Du:aaIcua, PL, k>geilier wiUlcopiea of other deeds which ~oW'.
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hairs and assignes for Ever in witness whareof I the sd Timothr
Wents have hareunto set my hand and seal this second Day of
this Instant January Anoque Domine 1760.

TnroTHY WENTS
Sealed and delivered in the presents of us

NATHAN CL~RK

AMBROSE BLUNT."

"To all People to whome these Presents shall come Greting
Know ye that I Alpheus Gustin of Newtown in the County of
Sussex and Collony of New Jersey for and in Consideration of
the sum of five Pound Lawful money of New JerseYlaid in hand
~y Dsn'l Skinner of the town and County aforsd have Given
Granted Barganed sold Conva.edand Confirmed and do by these
Presence sell Convey and Confirm and make over and asign unto
him the ad Danl Skinner and his heirs and assigns forever one
fourth Part of a right of Land in the Delaware Purches Lying
on East and West side of Delawar River one hundred acres
thereof being Laid out in the middle town I being a proprietor
and had a half Right in sd Purches as the Indian Deed will
make it appear more fully to have and to hold the same With
all the Pnvileges and appurtnance thereof to him the sd Dan'I
Skinner to his heirs and ass~s forever furthermore I the s'd
Alpheus Gustin Do Bind my heirs and assigns Forever to Warrant
and Defend sd fourth part of a. Right From all Claims and
Challenges that mayor shall arise by or under me or Either of
the Proprietors of s'd Purchas or Either of us or heirs or assigns
forever In Witness Whareof I the said Alpheus Gustin have
hereunto set my hand and seal this Twentieth day of february
in the year of our Lord 'one thousand seven hundred and sixty

ALPHEUS GUSTIN
Sined Sealed and Delivered in the presence of

ALPHEUS GuSTIN
her

MARy ~ BUCK
mark."

'From the following it a.ppears that, notwithstanding the settle
ment of the controversy between New York and New Jersey in
July, 1769, the latter province continued to exercise jurisdiction
over the people of Cushetunk:

"EASTON, 17 April177~

"Jir James Welsh
Inclosed YOU will receive a Warrant against

Daniel and Baggs Skinner For beating and wounding several
Indian Cheafs of the Oneida. Tuskarora and Mohickan Indians
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which in its consequences may involve the ~rovence in a bloody
ware with those Indians unless the aforesaid Daniel and Hagga
Skinner are brought to condine punishment: according to law:
You are therefore commanded to procede to Coshethton taking
with you sufficient strength and bnng them before me to answer
for their miss conduct and irregular procedings And thisloU
are by no means to neglect or Fail in at your peril And do
Further require that vou will execute the said \Varrant within
the space of Fourteen- days From the time you receive it and
make returns of JOur doing therein after its execution to me
without delay it being by the express orders of the Governor
and Council

"Your humble Sert LEWIS GoRDON.
" Mr. James JVelsh constable In Upper Smithfield."

"To all whome it may concern Know ye that Daniel Skinner
whome is complained of For abusing the Indians did settle with
said Indians last winter before that any complaint was made to
the Cheafs as can be easily:proved by the Indians themselves
and others and the Indians IS free and wiling that he should
stay and improve his land as he has done before and it is some
thing likely it was out of some ill will that the Complaint was
made against the said Daniel Skinner and his brother Hagga as
consequently will appear and as for the quarrel that hapened on
Christmas day the said Skinners were peaceably together and
some other people at Nicholas Conklin's when the Indians them
selves was something in liquor and began with the said Skinner
for to give him some Rum and said Skinner would not and the
Indian was out of humor and struck the said Skinner and tho
said Skinner struck the said Indian back again and it came to
some head the Indian stabed one man and after the IndiAn
came to himself he acknowledged he was in the wrong and said
he would make satisfaction For the damage he had done and
would not have ben any more noise about it if it had not ben for
Nathaniel Evens as the Indians say This we can attest to
Coshethton May 10th 1772 NICHOLAS CONKLIN

JOH:S LESSLEY
ELIZABETH CONKLIN
WU,I.IAM CONKLIN."

"To all whome it may concerne Whereas we the subsribers
are informed That Nathaniel Evons has entred a Complaint to
Governor Pen against Daniel Skinner For his abusing some
[Indians]

"This is to certify that we know of no abuse given by said
Daniel Skinner to the Indians at any time And we further
certify that Daniel Skinner as far as we know him to be an
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honest industrious and peaceable man both to his neighbours
and the Indians This we the subscribers do Certify to the
Gentlemen it may concern Minesink :May 5th 1772

ABBAHAM WESTBROOK LANES WESTBROOK
ABRAHAM SKINNER 1dARTINEs "~ESTBBOOJ[

GARRET DECKER ANToNY DAYKAN
BENJAMIN DEPUI YoHANAS DECKER
THOS BOYTER ABRAHAM VANAUKEN EsQ
laAAc VANTOYLE NEAMIAH PATERSON
JOHAN MIDEAUGH NICHOLAS COYKLIN
SAMUEL GUNSALES PHINEOUS CLEARK
ABRAHAM V.L~AUKEN RUBEN CooLEY
LEMuEL WESTBP.oOK RoBERT LuJ>."

Nathaniel Evans was a mischief-making fellow, and a nuisance
to the residents of the valley, as the followinp and the documents
we have already given prove. Be undoubtedly made himself
80 obnoxious that Cochecton was not a pleasant locality to him,
and left.

"Sussex} East-ern
Countv Jersey

'" [L s.] This Deposition of Nathaniel Evons taken
before me Abraham Vanauken one of his Magesties Justices of
the peace for the province and County aforesaid This deponent
being duly sworn on the holy Evangelest of Almighty God saith
that near the last of February 1772 one Joseph Ross and Aaron
Thomas both of Shochorton* did imploy him to carry a letter
to the Tuskarores Cheiff eapt. John ill order to rais an insur
rection on some or all of the inhabitants of Shoehorton and said
Indians: which said letter the said Nathaniel Evons did also at
the request of the Indians carry to the Governor of Pennsylvania
and did also receive a letter From the Secretarv of Pennsylvania
directed in answer to the said Indians Whi~h letter the said
Evons did direct to Capt. John and further this deponent saith
not. Given under my hand and seal 21st May 1772

.4...... "tT ".lUSRAHAM ,. ANAUKEN.

The family of Skinners came from the town of Preston, New
London count" Connecticut. In addition to the parents. there
were nine children-Benjamin, Timothy, ...Abner, Daniel, Haga,
Calvin, Joseph, Martha and H uldah. The Six Nations claimed
to own the country, and that the Delawares were their subjects.
The New York proprietors had bought of the natives of the region
while Mr. Skinner and those who held under the Connecticut

• Both of these men lived in Cochecton. 8hocborton is & D&DlE' we have met with
DO whert· else.
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title, purchased the Indian interest of the Iroquois. Shortly
after lie brought his family to Oushetunk, he and others of the
Yankee company, who claimed that they owned all the valler,
went to the Confederated tribes to make some arrangement m
regard to their purchase. On his way back, he was killed by
some unknown person. AB he did not return, his friends con
cluded that he was murdered, and his wife went back to Preston.
His body was subsequently found where he had been shot, on
the bank of a small stream, a short distance above the late resi
dence of Hon. James C. Curtis. A 1~:yer book, with his name
on the fly-leaf, was found in one of . pockets, and led to the
identification of his remains.*

Mr. Skinner was probably the first white man who was mur
·dered in the county. Why he was killed does not appear. Al
though there was an angry controversy about land affairs, and
jurisdiction over the valley, between the people of four colonies
or commonwealths, we have never heard it intimated that he was
slain by one of the disputants; nor have we heard his death
charged against the Delawares, who no doubt felt dissatisfied at
the Yankee intruders, who sought to hold their village and the
graves of their ancestors without their consent.

These first inhabitants of Cochecton 'were surrounded by
8&V~es. H we except the small communities at Dutch pond,
in Thompson and Fallsburgh, their nearest white neighbors were
in the valley west of the Shawangunk, thirty-five miles distant,
and at the mouth of the Neversink. The latter were the most
accessible. Unless the grist-mill spoken of bv Chapman, had
an existence,t they were obliged to go to the Neversink to get
their grain ground, as they were to do their shoppin~. AB the
journey was performed in canoes by the way of the river, or on
foot or horseback over an Indian trail, it is presumed that the
wives and daughters in the upper Delaware settlements had not
many opportunities to indulge in the pastime of shopping, or to
adorn their persons with the beautiful goods of the milliner, or
the elegant costumes which came from the hand of the mantua
maker. Sun-bonnets and hoods were of home-make at that
time, and, no doubt, as much rivalry existed in the manufacture
of these :primitive articles of feminine adornment as there is now
in imitatmg the styles of the beau monde of Paris.

On all sides were the hunting-grounds of the red men. Beaver,
88 well as other wild animals, were plenty in every direction,
and large profits were the result of trappin~ fur-bearing animals.
We ha.ve been assured that "John Land, the tory," caugh~

enough beaver in a few months even after the. Revolutionary
war, to pay for four hundred and thirty-three acres of land,

• The PiODf'en. f If there wu such a mill, it W&8 destroyed in 1768.
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Wamors, hunters, squaws and pappooses were numerous, and
daily visitants. The children of the two races were play-fellows,
and we have heard several curious anecdotes of their attachment
to each other-an attachment which was subsequently smothered
by the antipathy of race, and found its death amid the blood and
carnage of war.

The Delaware at that time was literally a river of fish. Among
its finny tribes 'were the salmon, the shad, and the river-trout.
Shad, particularly, were abundant, and great numbers of them
were caught. A common way of catching them was to make a
"rack," with wings of cobble-stone extending up the stream with
an acute angle to each shore. The fish were forced into the
rack by drawing an immense "brush-net" or "drag'" a mile or
more down the stream. This sport required considerable prep
aration, and was attended with severe labor; but it was a favorite
one nevertheless. After the shad spawned, they died, and
their bodies were thrown upon the shore by the water, where
they became putrid, and rendered the air foul and unwholesome.
In the fall, many of the young shad 'were killed by falling into
eel-racks, or by getting bruised in passing through them'. When
they started for the ocean, they were from four to six inches
long, and so tender that a slight injury was fatal to them.*

In addition to farmin~, hunting, fishing and trapping, these
early residents engaged ill lumbering, Daniel Skinner was the
first person who descended the Delaware from Cochecton with
a raft. His first trip was soon after the French.and Indian war.
We have seen and conversed with men who assisted him in
rnnnijtlumber down the river before the close of the last cent
ury. e was honored in a jocose way by the hardy men who
followed his example. By general consent, he was constituted
Admiral of all the waters of the river in which a raft could be
taken to market, and no one was free to engage in the business
until he had the Admiral's consent. This was gained by pre
senting Skinner with a bottle of wine, when liberty was granted
the applicant to go to Philadelphia as a fore-hand. To gain the
privilege of going as a steersman, another bottle was necessary,
on the receipt of which the Admiral gave full permission to navi
gate all the channels of the river. Josiah Parks, generally, went
with Skinner when the latter ran a raft. Being noisy and ph
streperous, he was dubbed boatswain, and was known as "Old
Boson" during the remainder of his life.

During the Bevolutionary war, Cochecton was an isolated and
exposed neighborhood. It was on the route generally pursued
by the hostile savages in their incursions to Shawangunk, Wa
warsink, Rochester, and Mamakating valley. The war-path to
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Minisink led to the Delaware by the way of the Lackawaxen,
and when this was occupied below Barryville bv the savages,
Cushetunk had no other outlet than by the trails which led to
Ellenville and Napanoch-a lone and perilous route, which but
few dared to travel, as it was difficult to follow, and was almost
always infested by lurking savages. It is not surprising, there
fore, that the major part of the whigs removed to more densely
inhabited neighborhoods. They went to Minisink, Shawangunk,
Rochester and other places where their families would be com
paratively safe. A few remained. The latter were generally
tories, or those who professed neutrality.

Some of the whigs left without harvesting their crops, and
after leaving their families in places where they would be safe,
returned to gather what they had cultivated with anxious fore
bodings. They were driven from the neighborhood, or found
that their property had bean appropriated or destroyed by their
enemies. Such conduct was not calculated to promote amicable
sentiments, or lead''to peace and good will.

The patriots of Mamakating appointed a Committee of Safety,
composed, according to tradition, of Gerardus Van Inwegen,
Benjamin Depuy, Thomas Kyte and one of the Swartwouts-all
good and true whigs of Peenpack. This committee organized a
company of scouts, under the command of Captain Bezaleel
Tyler, a refugee from Cochecton, and the scouts occasionally
made a visit to this remote neighborhood to "regulate" SUSpI
cious characters and make reprisals. The tories appropriated
the abandoned property of their former whig neighbors, while
the scouts drove away the cattle and, sometimes, took back the
bodies of the tories. It is difficult to decide 'which party had
the advantage in this system of exchange; but it is not difficult
to declare that it led to much loss and suffering to both, and
that the excesses of each added intensity to the hatred of all.

When the scouts visited Cochecton, they conducted matters
in a free and easy manner. They were generally in a hurry to
return, and had but little time to hear testimony for or against
the suspected; yet we cannot learn that they shed blood on
more than two occasions.

On one of their excursions they met a half-witted fellow named
Handy near the old Indian burial ground, a short distance above
the late residence of Hon. James C. CurtIs. Handy had lived
in Cochecton before the war; he had been disappointed in a love
affair, and to prevent a repetition of his sorrows, had emascu
lated himself, and was a poor outcast; had stolen a horse from
a whig of Manlakating, and then joined a band of Indians under
a chief named Minotto. He spent the greater part of his time
in riding about on the stolen animal, imagining he was a man
of some consequence, when he met the scouts, whom he mistook

13
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for friends. AB he came up to them, he exclaimed, "Tm Mi·
notto's man I" Some of Captain Tyler's company had reco~

nized the horse, and as soon as he declared what he was, his
fate was sealed. He was buried on the spot. Several years
ago, his bones were uncovered by the action of the water of the
river, and were picked up, and used for scientific purposes. We
believe that they are still in the possession of a physician of the
neighborhood.

During the same expedition, Nathan Mitchell, a well-known
whig of Cochecton, was seen by the scouts with an Indian cap
on his head. He had remained in the place because his wife
would not leave unless her father, whose friendship for the re
volted Colonies was suspected, went with them. Mitchell wore
the Indian gear to ~revent the savages from firing upon him
while they were lurking about. When it was seen by the scouts,
they at once concluded that its wearer should give an account
of himself, and he, fearing that he would be shot before he could
make an explanation, ran for the woods. There was an imme
diate pursuit, and as the company were well mounted, they were
soon within shooting distance of the runaway, and 'were about
to fire, when he was recognized. Of course, all were glad that
they had not killed a friend.

The scouts proceeded up the river until they reached the
house of David Young, the tory. Young, as men of his ~olitical

creed generally were when Captain Tyler paid them a visit, was
from home. His wife was an intellizent English woman, who
made lofty claims of former respectability. She told her visitors
that Colonel Brant, with five-hundred warriors, was at the mouth
of the Callicoon, and that if they valued their lives, they would
a.t once go back. She was apparently so sincere and'"earnest
that they believed her, and retreated with admirable speed. In
consequenoe of the war, Young lost all his property, and died
veq poor.

Early in the war, a person who said his name was Payne,
came up the river to Cochecton, and asked permission of several
individuals to remain 'with them. But he was unknown to every
one, and, as he did not tell a satisfactory story, all refused to
harbor him. He traveled on and on until he reached a deserted
cabin at or near Little Equinunk, which he entered and occupied.
Here he seemed to lead a harmless life, far from scrutiny. But
he had not gone be1~:d the reach of harm. The scouts came,
and tracked him to . hnmble retreat, from which they dragged
him. After a brief consultation, the majority of his captors de
cided that he should die then and there. A few, however,
thought it was wrong to kill him 'without a formal conviction by
a more competent tribunal. The prisoner himself made frantic
a.ppeals for his life; but the majority 'wasinexorable, and he 'was
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shot even while he was crying for mercy. The minority declared
openly that the deed seemed to them like murder, and that, if
such work was necessary, they would cease to be scouts. They
wept like children when the terrible deed W8$ consummated.
our informant, (an old and respectable man who lived at the
mouth of the Cushetunk in 1850) could never learn why this man
was put to death in this summary manner; but said that he had
ascertained that his name was not Pavne, but Cooley. It is prob
a.ble that he belonged to the numerous family of that name who
then lived in Mamakating and Minisink, and that he had com
mitted some offense which justified the speedy manner of his
execution.

Captain Tyler's way of dealing with tories and Indians made
him very obnoxious to them. They hated him, and called him
Captain Mush-a sobriquet of which "pudding-head" is a
sJl!onym.

The killing of Payne or Cooley cannot be fully explained.
The slaughter of the family of Bryant Kane, a tory, is wrapped
in a mystery. still more impenetrable.

A short time before the war, Kane made a contract for a
farm on the east bank of the river, near the Falls of Cochec
ton-the same premises since occupied by Charles Young.
Above him was the house of Nicholas Conklin, and on the
opposite shore lived Robert Land. Kane and Land were tories,
and both ran away on learning that they would be arrested by
Captain Tyler's scouts, if they remained with their families.
Land went to New York, while the other sought safety among
the Indians, and participated in their atrocities. It is believed
he is the individual mentioned in Stone's life of Brant as Barney
Kane.

Before leaving, Kane employed a man named Flowers to
stay with his familv and attend to his business. He hoped no
harm would befall his 'wife and little children, as the scouts had
not been known to injure the helpless and harmless, and it 'was
hardly supposed the savages would disturb the families of their
friends. Yet he never saw their faces again. They were all
murdered in April, 1777, by a party of Indians who were be
lieved to be Mohawks, (and may have been Senecas) and who
perfo:med their bloody work at night, and disappeared before
morning.

On the day previous to the tragedy, the wife of Robert Land
and ber son John, then a young man of nineteen years, fearing
a visit from the scouts, drove their cattle to a place of conceal
ment. They remained away all night, leaving Abel, two other
brothers, and two sisters, at home. After the occupants were
asleep, one of the daughters was disturbed by feeling a spear
point drawn gently across the sole of one of her feet. A half-
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breed Indian named Captain John had often visited the family.
He had inherited from his white ancestors a love of fun, and
from the savages a tigerllke fondness for blood. He had often
"irritated" :Miss Land's ears and nose with a Btrav,· or feather,
and la.ughed boisterously at her ludicrous vexation, and during
his life had been engaged in affairs that displayed his terrible
ferocity.

When Miss Land felt the tickling motion of the spear-point,
she supposed that Captain John was making her once more the
victim of a practical joke, and exclaimed, as she opened her eyes,
" Captain John, is that you?" Ie Do you know Captain John?"
he inquired with an Indian accent, and told her to go to the
neighbors end let them know the Indians had come, and then
left the house, She did what she was directed to do by the un
known visitor, but it seems did not alarm the other members of
the family who were asleep in the house. After hastily dressing
herself, she hurried to the river-side, and getting into a canoe,
boldly pushed it across in the darkness. Landing where a path
led to Kane's house, she followed up the bank, and was soon a.t
the door. All was silent within. She soon found that a fearful
scene had been enacted there; and fled to the dwelling of Nich
olas Conklin, the inmates of which were aroused and told what
she had seen and heard. No one considered it prudent to vent
ure forth until morning, when Mr. Conklin and Sallie of the others
went to Kane's, where they found the entire family, including
:Mr. Flowers, murdered and scalped. Mrs. Kane had evidently
been scalped while she was yet alive; for she had died while
a.ttempting to dress herself, and a portion of her clothes was
dra.wn over her mutilated head.

After gazing at the horrid scene, the party accompanied Miss
Land home. Her mother and brother John were still absent.
Abel was missing, and had been taken off by the Indians. Not
long after, Mrs. Land and -Iohn made their appearance, and on
being informed what had taken place, were much perplexed and
distressed. They could not understand why their family was con
verted into a target by both parties. At first John did not even
know which way the marauders had gone, and had no definite
idea concerning the rescuing of his unfortunate brother ; but on
rallying some friends, among whom were a few Indians of the
vicinity, he learned from the latter that the assailants had re
turned towards their own territory. John and the friends who
were willing to go with him, at once started in pursuit, and after
a. rapid march overtook the savages, whom thev found posted
for battle. John VIas not disposed to fight. He wanted his
brother, and called for a. "talk." An explanation took place,
the result of which was that Abel was delivered to his friends,
after he was compelled to run the ga.untlet, in doing which his
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speed astonished everybody present. He did not receive more
than half a dozen.. blows, and none of them were severe. The
two parties then separated.

In April, 1780, Brant, with a party of Indians and tories, made
a descent on Harpersfield, Delaware county, and captured
Colonel Alexander Harper, Freegift Patchin, and several other
patriots, whom they took to Niagara, Patchin was a respectable
man, and in 1804, 1805, 1820, 1821 and 1822 was a Member of
Assembly. After the Revolutionary war, he published a narra
tive of his captivity, in which he says that one of his captors
was "Barney Cane," a tory. We believe that, after the lapse
of years, he substituted the name of Barney for Bl"lan~

8 very natural mistake under the circumstances. During
the journey from Harpersfield to Niagara, this Barney or
Bryant Cane boasted that he had killed one Major Hopkins, on
Dimon's Island, in Lake George. A party of pleasure, he stated,
had gone to this island on a sailing excursion, and having spent
more time than they were aware of before they were ready to
return, concluded to stay all night. Cane and his party, per
ceiving that they were defenseless, as soon as it was night,
proceeded to the island, and fired upon them as they were
sleeping -around a fire. Several of the Americans were killed,
among whom was a woman. who had a babe, which was not hurt.
"This," said the inhuman wretch, "we put to the breast of
its dead mother, and so we left it. Major Hopkins was only
wounded, his thigh-bone being broken. He started up, when
I struck him with the butt of my gun on the side of hIS head.
He fell over; but caught on one hand. I then knocked him the
other way, when he caught with the other hand. A third blow,
and I laid him dead. These were all scalped except the infant.
In the morning, a party of whigs brought away the dead, to
gether with one they found alive, although he was scalped, and
the babe, which was hanging and sobbing at the breast of its
lifeless mother."

Whether Barney Cane and Bryant Kane are the same or not,
the above paragraph proves that war will convert even a civilized
man into a demon, and that it is satanic beyond all other influ
ences, and should never be resorted to except in the most extreme
cases. It may be that the massacre of Kane's family rendered
him a fiend; It is quite as probable that his own crimes led to
the slaughter of his wife and children. There is a veil of mystery
about these transactions which cannot now be put aside, and
therefore we will not a.ttempt to remove it.

After the declaration of peace, Bryant Kane wandered from
neighborhood to neighborhood in the valley of the Delaware.
His property passed into other hands, he became a. drunkard,
and finally went no one knew whither.
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John Land endeavored to be prudent and wary, 'out became
so obnoxious to the whigs that he was arrested, and sent to a
New Jersey prison known as the log-jail. From this he
escaped; but was soon retaken, when he was wounded in the
head with a sword, and hanged until life was nearly gone. He
was then told that he would be han~ed in earnest next time, and,
heavily ironed, was once more cast Into :erison. Subsequently a.
w~ namedJoel Harvey became responsible for his good conduct,
andhe was permitted to enjoy the liberties of the town. He lived
with Harvey until 1783, when he returned to Cochecton. In the
meantime, his mother had gone with her other children to New
York city, where she rejoined her husband. Here they remained
until the city was evacuated by the British, when, with other
tory refugees, they went to Canada, leavinf? John behind them.
He became a respectable citizen of the United States, although
he was stigmatized until the day of his death, as "John Land,
the tory." * The Canada branch of the family became wealthy
and influential.

The mothers of Cochecton had their full share of trouble and
suffering. No effort worthy of them has been made to :record
their pams and perils, and It is impossible now to tell their story,
for the incidents of their lives are forgotten. We can gather
but a few disjointed facts, and must ask the reader to :fill the
gaps as his im~ationor good sense may dictate.

In 1774, William Conklin of Cochecton, a young man of un
blemished character, was married to Elizabeth Brink of Minisink,
a beautiful girl but sixteen years of age. The youn~ couple
moved into their log-house near Big Island, and continued to
live there, although the lurid clouds of war daily caused their
hearts to tremble. They were on Indian ground-the frequent
scenes of savage revels and battles. In due time the child-wife
became a mother, when the maternal instinct, so lovely in all
living things, caused her to fear less for her own safety than the
welfare of her babe, and while she pressed it to her breast with
her immature but motherly arms, her eyes were searching the
surrounding scenery for indications of danger and fear. While
thus engaged, she discovered the dreaded red men crossing the
Delaware in the direction of her home, clothed and painted for
murder and rapine. With her infant in her arms, she fled to
the woods for concealment and security, and did not pause until
she came to a stream of water, Fearing that the savages would
discover traces of her flight among the leaves and plants of the

.. Tom Quick and the Pioneers. The Revolutionary incidents here recorded were
communicated to the author, in 1850, by Hon. Moses Thomas and other aged gentle
men of unquestioned respectabilitYi

who had lived in the Cushetunk region from their
birth. Yl~ give them here precise y as they were detailed to us, with a alight change
in the diction.
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wilderness, and knowing that they themselves would do so under
the same circumstances, she plunged into the water, and fol
lowed the bed of the creek until she found a. secure hiding
place, where she remained until she could return in safety.
During the raid which terminated in the battle of Highland,
she passed through other scenes which were equally adventurous
and exciting. She survived them all, and became the mother
of eleven children, as well as a mother in Israel. She died in
1842, at the house of Jesse Tyler, a son-in-law, and was in
terred in a sequestered spot in sight of her early home. Her
descendants at that time, it was computed, numbered at least
one hundred souls.*

Another of these heroic women was Mrs. Jesse Drake, the
names of whose descendants are equally well known and: re
spected in the valley of the Delaware. The father of her first
husband (Moses Thomas 1st) was killed by Indians near the
mouth of the Cushetunk in 1763. Her husband (::\loses 'I'homas
2d) early in the war abandoned the old homestead, took his
young wife to Minisink, as the thickly inhabited section of
}Iamakating was then known, joined the patriotic army, and
was for some time at West Point and Newburgh. Becoming
dissatisfied with his officers, he hired a substitute and returned
to Minisink. When Brant invaded that point, Thomas volun
teered, and was killed at the battle of Highland, After
this,· she married a man named Nathan Chapman, and went
with him to Wyoming, where he was killed by savages. Subse
quently she became the wife of Jesse Drake. After the war
she could not see an Indian without fainting, so great was her
dread of those who had slain so many of her near and dear
Iriends.r

Notwithstanding the ~ioneers of the Delaware once more
engaged in rafting, farming, &c., after the Revolutionary war,
they sometimes suffered from hunger. Lumbering was the most
promising source of gain, and some neglected their crops to
engage in it. It was the most ready way of acquiring ~oney.

Sometimes, however, their rafts were wrecked on the way to
Philadelphia; or were swept from the eddies by sudden floods;
or tllere was not a rafting flood at the usual time. The people
were poor, and any contingency which prevented returns for
their lumber on the expected day, caused general suffering.
Even when there was plenty of grain in the settlement, some
times a freshet of long continuance rendered it impossible to
~et to Minisink, where their whea.t, com, &c., were manufactured
into flour and meal. D~ times of want, the people were
very kind to each other. Without hesitation, they divided their

tTom Quick.
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last crust with the starving, and trusted in Providence for the
next. So great was the scarcity of food at times, that women
and children, after traveling for miles through the forest to pro
cure food, upon receiving a. few ears of corn, would gnaw the
raw kernels from the cobs like famished animals. An old gen
tleman who had been a witness of these scenes, and related
them to the author in 1850, wept, while he was doing so, like a
sorrow-stricken woman.

While the people of Cochecton were laboring under the
disadvantages of a new and secluded locality, some of them
were seized with a mania to push still farther into the wilder
ness. This was after the war for independence. Strange tales
we~e told o~ the beauty and fertility of the Great West, where
their old neighbors, the Indians, had gone. Great as were the
natural advantages of the West, speculators and enthusiasts
made the credulous of Cochecton and other regions believe that
the new EI Dorado was a hundredfold better than it reallv was,
and adventurers were soon thronging the military roads, Indian
paths and navigable rivers, determined to encounter everything
which was a barrier to the progress of the dominion of the white
race. Among those who went from Cochecton were a man named
Abraham Russ, and his brother-in-law, a Mr. Van Etten, with
their families. They settled on the banks of the Ohio, where
lIre Russ and some of the others were murdered by the Indians.
Mrs. Russ subsequently returned, and was married to a man
named George Hawk, one of whose daughters was the mother
of Bishop Bascom of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
name of Hawk is alike familiar and respectable in the Delaware
river towns.

Before the interior of the county was permanently occupied,
Cochecton was one of the routes which led to Western New
York, as appears from a manuscript of a. gentleman named
Skinner, who lived and died at the mouth of Calkin's creek.
Says he, ":My father's house at Cushetunk (or rather the place
where 'we stayed-for it consisted of a. few logs thrown together
and covered with bark) was for several years a principal stop
ping-place. There were but few houses m Cochecton where the
traveler could be lodged even on a somewhat primitive floor.
Some remained with us two or three days, and others as many
weeks. In those days, there was no way to get to Cochecton
except by pushing a canoe thirty-five or forty miles up the river,
or by traveling the same distance on an Indian path where a.
carriage could not be drawn. Yet many found the way to Co
checton by the power of feet and legs, or the strength of hands
and arms. 'Confused unnumbered multitudes were found'
some moving farther up the river; some on the waJ to Niagara.;
some coming to raft, others to speculate, and some to peculate.
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"Each tnlked aloud, or in some secret place,
And wild, impatient, stared in eyery face!

"The greater part had been, or intended to he, concerned in
the affairs of the countrv. Their conversation naturally led to
the transactions and troubles on the Delaware during the-French
and Revolutionary wars.

"There at one pnssage, oft you might survey
A lie and truth contending for the sway;
There various news I heard of love and strife;
Of war and peace, health, sickness, death and life;
Of loss and gain, of famine and of store;
Of rafting down stream-walking up the shore;
Of old possessions occupied anew," etc.

The following interesting particulars in regard to Cochecton
were embodied in an address delivered at the Beech Woods
Fair, in 1860 or IShI, by Han..James C. Curtis. He deserves
much credit for gath~ring and recording local historical facts,
and it is to be regretted that others have not had time and in
clination to do as he has done. \Ve give his address without
curtailment, although some of it may be a repetition of what
we have "written:

The valley of the Delaware in Cochecton was undoubtedly
the first locality in Sullivan which was pennanently occupied bv
white men, except portions of the towns of Mamakating and
Neversink. Very little is known as to who were the first or
transient settlers of Cochecton, or where they came from. They
have passed away 'without leaving, as far as I know, any records
by which we can learn the whole or even a part of their history,
and their descendants, if any remain among us, know but little
of their ancestors. This is not important, because they 'were
hunters and trappers-mere squatters on the lands of the Indians.

The history of the permanent settlers is better known. The
descendants of the major part of them are numerous in the town ;
and from family records and tradition we can learn much of them.

The fertile flats on the river at Cochecton were early known
to the settlers of Minisink, Our beautiful valley, from Cochecton
Falls to the mouth of the Callicoon, was then called by the In
dians "Cushetunk, or low lands," * by which name it is desig-

• This name is also spelled on old maps, "Cashiegtunk.n Cochecton is but a cor
ruption of the true Indian name, "Low lands" is probably not a translation of the
word. The terminal "unk" shows that the name was given by the Lenape to the
mountains in the vicinity of the river. The literal meaning of" unk," or its equivalents
"nng" and "ong," was "sky.top," and it was used to describe anything biBh or
elevated. Q.
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nated on the first maps of the State. It is a much more mild
and soft name than the one which has displaced it, (Cochecton)
Indian names were more appropriate than the ones given by the
Dutch and English settlers; and it is a pity that they were not
retained, or cannot be "restored. The only reason that I can
assign for the change is, that, owing to the wars between the
whites and the savages, and the atrocities committed by the
latter, that settlers could not tolerate or endure any name or
thing that was Indian.

The country was fertile, and abounded in fish, furs and game.
It was near the sea-board-but one hundred miles from New
York, and had an outlet by the Delaware river to Philadelphia;
but it was not at first rapidly settled, owing among other things,
I suppose, to the disputes between New Jersey and New York.
as to jurisdiction of territory and ownership of the soil.*

In the year 1704, the Minisink patent 'was granted. It covers
the southern tier of towns in this county, and a portion of
Orange county.

In 1708, the patent known as the Hardenbergh, or Great
Patent, was by Queen Ann granted to Johannis Hardenbergh
and his associates. Including Hardenbergh, there were eight of
them. No division of it took place until 1749, when nearly, if
not all, the original patentees were dead. It was then divided
into Great Lots, and by lot partitioned among its owners, the de
scendants or assigns of each patentee receiving their equal and
fair number of lots. The heirs and legal representatives of some
of the patentees had become numerous. Hence, to give each
one his equal portion of land, the Great Lots were cut up into
Divisions, and these Divisions were divided among them soon
after the partition of 1749. Some then sold their land; but not
to actual settlers. The Great Lots and Divisions were so large
that few could purchase. The wealthy bought these large tracts.
They were the old aristocracy, the Patroons, the Lords of
Manors, the English and Dutch nobility of the day.

A few merchants had grown rich by bartering blankets, trink
ets, powder, lead, poor guns, and ruinous fire-water-the curse
and destroyer of the Indians-for the furs and peltries of the
beaver, otter, deer, bear, panther, and other animals which
abounded in the primeval forests of the country. About this
time these traders began to give themselves airs-became owners
of the soil-intermarried with land-holders and aristocrats, and
like them were not 'willing to sell the land to those who could
pay and become independent freeholders. Their plan was to
lease to the poor and landless, and become Patroons and Barons

..A full account of the controversy between New York ed New Jeneywi11 be found
in a subsequent «hapter of this volume.
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-to lord it over a poor tenancy, and number them as they did
their "cattle on a thousand hills." But they did not succeed.
Owing to the disputes with New Jersey as to jurisdiction and
ownershi~; the controversy with the Indians, who refused to
leave until they were paid for the land; the French and Indian
war in 1756 and subsequent years; and lastly, the war of the
Revolution, the lands remained in the hands of such large pro
prietors as had not become bankrupt, without settlers to much
extent, and subject to charges from which none escaped. Many
of them, and their descendants after them, became poorer and
poorer, until they were unable to pay taxes, for which their
possessions were sold by the State.

To illustrate this state of things, permit me to give the history
of two lots in this town-Nos. 59 and 61.

About the year 1750, Joseph Griswold, of New York city, an
Englishman ~om London, was a wealthy distiller, and among
the first of his class. He purchased molasses from the West
Indies, and made of it rum-pure, genuine rum. If not more
honest, he was perhaps less skilled in the art than those of his
craft of the present day. He did not .from molasses make all
kinds of liquor, or, like the retailers and publicans of our time,
draw rum, brandy, whisky, cordial, and even schnaps, or any
other kind of liquor that his customers demanded, from the
same cask. At that time (1750) he purchased from John Wen
ham, of the city of London, lot No. 59, on which Beech Woods
is located, and lot No. 61, which includes the Falls of the Calli
coon, each containing about 3,300 acres. No part of either was
sold until 1812, wh~n Edward, the s~n of Joseph Grisw<?ld, sold to
Ross, Tyler and Mitchell, that portion of lot NQ. 59 lymg on the
Delaware river, which had been early improved by their an
cestors. Edward Griswold continued to own nearly all of the
remainder of the lot until his death, which took place in 1836.
Since that time, it has been sold in small parcels to residents,
to the manifest benefit of the people and the town.

The other lot (No. 61) is yet (1861) mostly unsold, and uncul
tivated. It is in a state of nature, and a clog to the prosperity
of the town. It extends from the Delaware to the vicinity of
Pike Pond, and is owned by Madame Berthemy, a subject of
France, the grand-daughter of Joseph Griswold, the distiller.

In a pecuniary point of view, the speculation of the senior
Griswold was disastrous to himself, and nearly so to his descend
ants. He paid in 1750, £500, New York currency, for each lot.
The .£500 then invested in lot No. 61, would now, counting
taxes and interest, amount to $2,500,OOO-eight hundred dollars
per acre. $2,500,000 is six times as much as the assessed value
of all the real and personal property of the town. This is a fair
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specimen of the results of land monopoly. It is disastrous to
public welfare, and ruinous to those who engage in it. '*

Such has been and such is the history of the landlords and
great land-holders of the Hardenbergh, the Van Rensselaer,
the Livingston and other large patents of the State.

The policy of granting large tracts of land to individuals for
speculative purposes, and to create powerful families-Patroons,
Lords of Manors, and domineering aristocrats, with a monopoly
of offices and political power on the one hand, and on the other
a commonalty of menials and tenants, paying homage and obe
dience to, and living on the lands at the will of arrogant and
domineering superiors-superiors with the privilege and the
inclination to wring from honest toil its just reward, to pamper
and support in luxurious idleness themselves and families-has
signally failed. The descendants of the once proud Livingstons,
Van Rensselaers, De Lanceys and others, whose tenants once
numbered thousands, are now on a level with their fellow-citizens,
and compelled to work for their daily bread or become paupers.
The last vestige of feudal tenures was swept away by the Con
stitution adopted by the Empire State in 1846. This is as it
should be, for which we should all rejoice.
• Soon after the partition of the Hardenbergh patent in 1749,

and sales to some extent had been made, it became necessary
for the old proprietors and new purchasers to secure possession
of the lands, by haying occupants permanently planted on them.
This was expedient on account of the conduct of the New Jersey
claimants, and, as Diedrick Knickerbocker styles them in his
veritable history of New York, "the universal squatting, bun
dling Yankees." The latter, in their desire of extension and
inherent love of gain, about the year 1750, set up an unfounded
claim which, for a long series of years, gave trouble to New York
and Pennsylvania, and finally to the government of the United
States. Under the pretense that Connecticut had organized the
Territory of Wyoming, that Colony attempted to establish a
title to, and exercise jurisdiction over, all the region west of the
Dutch settlements of New York, north of latitude 40°, extending
through Pennsylvania to the Pacific ocean. Connecticut colo
nists came to the disputed region armed to the teeth,t for pro
tection against the savages, as well as the Pennhamites, who

... In 1810, George Taylor, who <lied in Monticello &few years since, owned several
hundred acres in Great Lot 17, and was offered $5.50 per acre for it. For more than
thirty years he paid taxes on it, but received no revenue from it, and then sold the
land for nearly the sum he "&8 offered for it in 1810.-Vide Watchman, M&y 18, 184:l.

t Chapman, in his history of Connecticnt, says the "colony" of Cushetnnk was
commenced in 1757, and th&t, ill 1760, the colonists had thirty houses, & 8&W and grist
mill, and & block-house, together with several huge log-houses. The number of
uouses is probably too large, and the grist-mill, if there was one, wu & lDlall &ffair,
,. no trace or tra.ilition of it 18 now known there.
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claimed the country west of the Delaware under the charter
of "9illiam Penn, the Quaker. Either not knowing or caring
where the bounds of that territory 'were, they attempted to settle
and wrest from the real owners the fertile Hats and valleys of
Cushetunk, on the Delaware. The Skinners, the Calkins and
the Tylers carne from Connecticut, first stopping on their way
to Wyoming territory at Deerpark, now Mount Hope, on the
east side of Shawangunk mountain, the then only direct route
to "Fair 'Vyoluing," since renowned in st-ory and song, for the
brutal atrocities committed by the savages, and their 'worse than
savage tory allies.

The Skinners first occupied the place since owned by Daniel
Bush and Moses Tyler) to which they gave the name of St. Tam
many Flat. Here, until he died in 1812, lived Daniel Skinner,
the" Admiral," who steered the first raft from Cushetunk to
Philadelphia. In his old age, he married a new wife in New
burgh, and brought' her to Cushetunk, which event was made
memorable by a native poet named Seeley, 'who honored the
"Admiral" and his spouse with a poem, 'which 'was long after
recited in the neighborhood. But a few lines of it are now re
membered. The following is a specimen of it. As the" Ad
miral" and his wife from the hills east of the Delaware, came in
view of his beautiful home, he turned to her and said, in the
language of Seeley:

"Behold St. Tammany! Behold the fountains!
At the foot of the hill,
There is a saw-mill,

And plenty of timber on the mountains."

Calkins, the pioneer, was a doctor of talent and usefulness.
His location was near Cochecton Falls. He afterwards removed
to Wyoming. His son, the grandfather of the present generation
of Calkins, after the Revolution, returned, and purchased and
occupied Lot No. 63, containing about 3,000 acres, including
the beautiful Hats on which Cochecton depot and TIllage now
stand. He was afterwards drowned in crossing the Delaware
river at the head of Pine Flat.

Tyler, the first settler, it is said, was the father of twenty-two
children. In the French and Revolutionary wars he was driven
off by the Indians. Several of his sons enlisted in the Revolu
tion, and fought bravel~ for their country. One of them, Na
thaniel, the father of William Tyler, known as "R-ockwell Bill,"
was a drummer in the army, and was taken prisoner at the battle
of St. Johns. Another, Captain Bezaleel Tyler, of whom hon
orable mention is made in Stone's Life of Brant, and in the
History of Orange County, fell mortally wounded while leading
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his men against the Indians at the battle of Minisink, near the
Lackawaxen, where were killed the flower of the citizen-soldiers
of Orange. A noble monument was erected over their remains,
after they had remained on the battle-field forty years. Captain
Tyler is the second in the list of patriots whose names are graven
on that monument. Those of the family who survived the war,
returned to Cochecton, drew pensions from the ~overnment,

were useful citizens, and the fathers of large families, as the
almost universal name of the family in Cochecton will testify.

The Conklins came about the same time, it is said, from Rock
land county. They, too, had to leave in the French war, and
again in theRevolution, After fighting for Independence, they
came back. Elias and John purchased lot No. 64, including the
farm since owned bv Nathan Mitchell, where they resided until
they sold out in 1817, and removed to Great Bend;Pennsvlvania.
Jolin Conklin was & man of note-uneducated, but of good mind
and religious principles; honest in his dealings; respected in
the community; was Supervisor of his town, (then Lumberland,
in the county of Ulster), Judge of the County Court, and three
times Member of Assembly.* His name was given to the town
of Conklin, in Broome county. He was a pioneer advocate of,
and took an active part in making the Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike, the bridge across the Delaware, and Cochecton and
Great Bend turnpike. Elias was an Indian doctor of note
cured cancers, the bites of rattlesnakes, etc. His art descended
to his son and grandson. John and Elias both, until they died,
drew pensions-the first, eighteen dollars, as a sergeant, and the
other eight dollars, as a private, per month. There was another
brother (William), a quiet, industrious, inoffensive, good man,
who settled at Big Island, on lands of Joseph Griswold. Al
though twice driven from his home at short notice by the Indians,
he cherished a kind regard for them, saying that they were
more sinned against than sinning; that many of them were fine
fellows; and that he had seen sixty Indian men on a New-year's
day, playing ball on Big Island, which was a great resort for
them, as it was near their burying-ground, the graves of which
on the farm of John C. Drake remain visible to the present day.

The RDSS family were from Bound Brook, New Jersey. They
were induced to come to Cushetunk by Joseph Griswold, the
distiller. The eldest of them settled on the farm now owned by
Charles Miles, and formerly by George Kellam. He had
two sons, John and James. John settled on the south and James
on the north side of the mouth of the Callicoon or Turkey creek.
Th~ latter died about 1812.

The Mitchells came from New Jersey, the first of whom settled

• From Sullivan and U18t~r in 1810, 1811, and 1817.
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on the land now belonging to Elihu S. Pai~e, under the New
Jersey claim. After the war of the Revolution, he bought lot
No. 65 of one of the Hardenbergh proprietors. He lived to a
~od old age, and left a large family of sons and daughters.
.rne family having intermarried with the Bosses and Tylers, are
now very numerous.

The Laytons were also natives of New JerseY'. They located
themselves at the forks of the Callicoon, on lot No. 59, on lands
of Colonel Duer, an officer of the Revolution 'who married the
daughter of Lord Sterling, distinguished as a Major General in
our 'wale for Independence, and as the friend of Washington.

About the year 1790, Ebenezer Taylor, of Orange county, New
York, came up the river from Carpenter's Point in a canoe, and
brought with him a stock of goods. He stuck his stake opposite
Cochecton village, on lands of Simeon Bush, and commenced
business as a merchant. Soon afterwards he married Eleanor,
a granddaughter of the first Doctor Calkins, and then moved to
the place now owned by James C. Curtis, where he continued
his store. He was the first merchant of the town; made im
provements, cleareclland, etc. He was not only enterprising as
a retailer of goods, but a public-spirited citizen. He was the
:first major in the battalion of militia organized west of Mnma
kating; took an active part in establishing the route of and
making the Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike road and the
Cochecton and Great Bend turnpike; was the first treasurer of
the latter; and, when the Cochecton post-office and the post
route through the town were established by President Madison,
was appointed post-master. He made the first improvement on
the farm lately owned by Samuel Sprague, at Beech Woods;
gave name to the landing-place for raftsmen which is yet known
as Taylor's Eddy; kept the first place of entertainment for them
between Skinner's Eddv and Ten Mile river, and the first licensed
tavern in the town. His house was the abode of hospitality,
where the traveler, preacher, lawyer and statesman found a 'wel
come, and 'where the poor never were turned awaJ empty, He
died in 1821, leaving three sons and three daughters. The sons
soon moved westward, and now of his name none remain
among us.

Still later (about 1800) Charles Irvine, a native of Ireland,
after fleeing from the oppression of the English government
under the younger Pitt, landed at Philadelphia, and at the re
quest of some persons from this place who were there selling
lumber, came to this town as a school-master. Gentlemanly in
his manners, of fine personal appearance, and of good education,
he was a popular teacher. He .assisted in organizing the first
regular school, and in building by a joint stock company the first
frame school-house in the town, Soon after he made Cochecton
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his residence, he married Weighty, a granddaughter of the elder
Doctor Calkins; settled where his son Jared now resides; cleared
a heavy burden of timber from the hills and the fiats; and built
a large inn and outbuildings, at that time the best I between
Bloomingburgh and Great Bend. He was a very popular land
lord. In 1812, the recrniting officer had his quarters at Irvine's
hoteL It was there young men of the region enlisted to fight
for free trade and sailor's rights. It was there the traveler
heard of tLe great victories of Perry and McDonough; of the
battles of Queenston Heights and Lundy's Le.ne; and of the
never-to-be-forgotten battle of the cotton-bags at New Orleans.
In 1825, he removed to the west-branch of the Susquehanna,
and died there during the same year. From him the respectable
family of the Irvines are descended.

The Youngs came from Scotland in 1750, and settled on lands
of Joseph Griswold, at Big Island.

While Sullivan was a part of Ulster, the county business was
all done at Kingston, the only practicable route to which for a
long series of years was by the way of Carpenter's Point and
Peen:pack and through the Neversink and Mamakating valleys.
The Journey to Peenpack was performed on foot, or on horse
back, or in canoes. To the latter place there was nothing but
an Indian trail, and to travel to the county-seat was a formidable
undertaking much more so than a journey to Washington is
DOW.

Lumberland was taken from Mamakating in 1798, and covered
the present towns of Bethel, Highland, Cochecton, Liberty and
Tusten. Bethel was made from the territory of Lumberland in
1809, and Cochecton from Bethel in 1828.

The first town-meeting of Cochecton was held in March, 1829,
at the house now owned by Willett Embler, in what was then
known as the village, and called Iamiliarly "the tavern." At
that house and at Fosterdale the only inns in the town were
kept for many years. Colonel Philo Buckley, U. S. Marshal in
1830, reported the number of inhabitants as 438, and voters
about 80, of whom only sixty voted at the next election. But
from sixty to seventy votes were cast at any time for several
years. In 1855, the inhabitants numbered 3,071, of 'whom 1,794
were natives of the United States, and the balance of foreign
birth. Number of electors, 494-

The population and improvement of the town were at first of
slow growth. In 1832, the charter of the New York and Erie
Railroad was granted. In 1835, the compllny first broke ground
in the town near the Callicoon depot. With the completion of
that work, there was an influx of population. This beautiful
and fertile region became known, with its fine land, pure air,
excellent timber, and abundant water-power, all within one
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hundred miles of the Empire City of America, and attracted
capitalists and settlers. To the foreigner who :fled from the
despotism of the Old World, Cochecton offered inducements
superior to those of the more fertile lands of the far West. To
him its advantages then became known. Before this the Mini
sink and Hardenbergh patents had been a reproach and by-word.
They had been stigmatized by a distinguished Senator at Albany
as so poor that even crows would not fly over them.

Our population was also augmented by the tanners, who
mainly came from Greene county. Colonel Edwards, and other
great manufacturers of leather, had discovered that it was better
to take hides to the localities that produced bark, than to cart
the more bulky bark a long distance to the hides. The tanneries
of Greene had nearly exhausted the bark in their vicinity, when
the tanners came to Sullivan, and added much to its population,
and immensely to its resources. For many years, there was
more sole-leather made in this county than in any other terri
tory of equal extent in the world. Before their advent, hinds
clothed with hemlock were avoided by every one but the lum
ber-man. Now they are considered the most valuable of our
wild lands; and it not unfrequently happens that the bark on
such a lot will pay for clearing and fencin~~~and leave a margin
large enough for good, comfortable buildi , to say nothing 01
stock.

Names of persons who resided in Cochecton in March, 1814,
who had families:

ON THE RIVER BELOW JARED mVINE's.
David Young, Joseph Mitchell, James Mitehelly

Stephen Mitchell, Old Mr. Mitchell, John Conklin,
Elias Conklin, Elias Conklin, jun., Jacob Conklin,
,Villiam Conklin, Bezaleel Calkins, Moses Calkins,
Oliver H. Calkins, Charles Irvine, Pierre A. Barker.

IN THE VILLAGE ABOVE THOSE BEFORE lIE~TIONED.

Benjamin Raymond, David Brown, William Palmer,
Nathaniel Tyler, Timothy Tyler, Paul Tyler,
Ebenezer Taylor, Bezaleel Tyler.

ON THE TURNPIKE.
Enoeh Owen, William Tyler, FrederickWallace,.
J ames Hill, and a. family where William Cochran now lives.

AT PIKE POND.
A man named Woodrufi, who kept a. saw-mill.

AT CALLICOON FLATS.
Silas Tyler, and one other whose name is not now known.

AT BEECH WOODS.
Ebenezer Taylor's family, George Keesler, Timothy Tyler..

14
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AT BIG ISLAND.
WiUia.m Conklin, sen., James Brink, Jesse Tyler,
Squire Karsh, -- Baker.

AT OALLICOON.

John Boss, Joseph Ross, Charles Layton.
AT NORTH B~~CH (ABOVE CALLICOON).

James Boss, Nathaniel!ller, sen., William ~ler,
William Tyler, Benjamin Tyler, William Billings.

WITHOUT FAMILIE8:
George S. Young, John Mitchell, Charles R. Taylor,
George B. Guinnip, -- Robinson, Amos Tvler,
Eli COnklin, Paul W. Conklin, John ROss,
Elias Ross, John Layton, Jacob Mitchell,
Jow Killam, George fGllam, John Brown,
Bateman Smith, John Hill, Isaac Tyler.

Of the sixty-five families and unmarried men who resided in
the town, more than one-half bore the name of Mitchell, Conk
lin, ~ler and Ross!

The number of families in 1814, indicates a population of
about 250.

In the spring of 1857, John Mrersch caused to be held on his
premises at Beech Woods, a fair for the sale, exchange and
exhibition of horses, homed cattle, sheep, swine, and farm. pro
ducts generally. The German people of Cochecton and the
.adjoining towns had been accustomed to such things in the
fatherland, and greeted its introduction in their adopted home
with delight. Notwithstanding:Mr. Mrersch received no bounty
from the public treasury, was unaided by money contributions
from friends or foes, and was stigmatized by the latter as a
vision&!y speculator, he steadily pursued the even tenor of his
way. Through his enterprise and liberality, fair succeeded fair
semi-annually, as long as he remained a resident of the town,
and after he removed to New York to engage in mercantile pur
suits, others followed in his footsteps, not only at Beech Woods,
but at Jeffersonville, Youngsville, and other places. A notable
feature of these German fairs is, that, although supported and
managed by private individuals, and unaided by the State, in
some manner money enough is made by them to pay adver
tising bills, while the County Society was always too poor tp do
so, and finally starved to death.

Mr. Mrersch was not only successful with his fairs; but he
"as a model farmer. He commenced life at Beech Woods with
small means in an insignificant log-house. When he left there,
he had a noble farm, with a fine house, capacious barns, con
venient out-buildings, orchards which were annually loaded with
choice fruit, and he could boast of more improvements in ~.
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culture than many older farmers. He was not only a ~ood

farmer, but a genial, kind-hearted gentleman.
On the 13th of November, 1868, Cochecton was cut in two by

the Supervisors of the county, and the new town of Delaware
erected. The division-line is from the foot of Big or Pine Island
easterly along the north line of lot 62, in Great Lot IS ; thence
south along the west line of Great Lot 17 until it strikes the
south-west corner of lot 74; thence east on the line of lot 74 to
the town-line of Bethel. North of this line is Delaware; south
of it Cochecton. The first town-meeting in Delaware was held
at the house of Charles Fischer, on the first Tuesday of March,
1869, at which Anthony H. Bush, John Valleau and Jacob
Schoonmaker, jr., presided.

In the early part of May, 1855, George Ehrich, of Cochecton,
was killed by hIS wife Catharine. He was sick, and in bed, when
she took a heavy Dutch hoe, mounted a chair by his bed-side,
and struck him upon the head, fracturing his skull. The familv
of Ehrich was present, and his daughter caught hold of her
mother as soon as the blow was struck, and prevented its repe
tition. Mrs. Ehrich declared that she had killed him because
she had a deadly antipathy against him, and had long wished
to be released from her marital obligations. She was indicted
at the next session of the grand jury, and tried for murder at
the September Oyer and Terminer, when her counsel (A. C.
Niven,) set up a plea of insanity. The District Attorney, (C. H.
Van Wyck,) did not press a conviction, as he was certain the
defense was well founded. The jury rendered a verdict of ac
quittal, and she was sent to an asylum for the insane.

The most atrocious murder ever perpetrated in Sullivan
county, was committed by a German named Francis Gubemater,
on the 7th of September, 1861.

In the spring of 1856, Gubernater was an inmate of the poor
house, and was discharged from that institution. Entirely
destitute and unable to speak the English language, he applied
for shelter and assistance to Wolfgang Dressler, a fellow-coun
tryman who lived at Beech Woods. By industry and self-denial,
Dressler had acquired a small pro1~~Y. Ile not only took
Gubernater into his family, but told . that after the death of
himself and wife, he should be his h~ir, if he conducted himself
like a man. For over six years Dressler harbored him, and
treated him as kindly as if he had been a son or brother. On
the day of the murder, Gubernater had been from home. In
the evening he returned partially intoxicated, and while at supper
found fault with the food on the table, abused Mrs. Dressler,
and commenced breaking crockery, 'windows, etc. Dressler was
a cripple and in feeble health, and was on his bed. He remon
strated with the drunken man for his conduct, when the latter
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started for the bed, stopped suddenly, went after an axe, re
turned, and literally hewed his benefactor to pieces. Mrs.
Dressler attempted to defend her husband, when Gubernater
turned upon her, and would have murdered her also, if she had
not fled nom the house. As it was, he wounded her in several
places.

Bleeding and almost distracted, Mrs. Dressler reached the
dwelling of a neighbor, and made an alarm. As soon as practi
cable, several persons, headed by a constable named Long,
proceeded to the scene of the tragedy, where they found the
mangled remains of Dressler. The murderer had left the house;
but was soon afterward found concealed under a manger in the
barn. He was taken to Monticello, and kept in jail until the
October Oyer and Terminer of 1862, when he was tried before
Judge Theodore Miller. Isaac Anderson, District Attorney,
assisted by_A. C. Niven, appeared for the people, and Henry R.
Low and William J. Groo for the prisoner. The jury rendered
a verdict of murder in the first degree, and the prisoner was
sentenced to be hung on the 12th day of December, 1863; and
to be confined in the State prison at Clinton until the punishment
of death was inflicted.

Notwithstanding this sentence, he was not executed. As late
as the 4th of J a.nua~, 1872, he was an inmate of the prison.
For several months his health had been gradually failing. He
was nearly helpless, quite imbecile, and had been admitted to
the prison-hospital, with no prospect of living more than a few
months.

The first four months of 1857 were remarkable for low temper
atures, deep snows and floods. The weather was unusually severe
in January, the 24th day of which was the coldest on record.

In several places of Sullivan the mercury of Fahrenheit's ther
mometer descended to 34') below zero.* At Wurtsborough, one
of the warmest valleys of the county, the thermometer marked
30°. This extreme cold was accompanied by a furious snow
storm, which rendered traveling almost impossible, and both
previously and subsequently the weather 'was of unusual severity.
It seemed as if, by the order of Providence, the atmosphere of
the n<?rthem extremity of the world passed over us like a deluge.
Our nvers and lakes were frozen as they never were before. In
the Delaware particularly the ice was of unprecedented thickness
and strength,

This cold wave was followed by one of such warmth that the
snow was suddenly melted, and a great flood occurred. The
Delaware overflowed its channel. 'I'he ice W8.8 broken up by

·.Republican Watchman, Feb. 4, 1857. At Albany, the thermometer Bt(}(~l at ~l;~

at· Quebec SO, at Ogdensburgh 86, and at \Vatertown 48 degrees below zero.
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the force of the water. In some instances sheets covering acres
of surface moved clown stream until they met with obstructions,
when they bec-ame stationary, and choked the river.

The ice moved OIl the ~th of February, and a jam took place at
Handsome Eddy. :1"01' a time the water threatened to submerge
and destroy a large part of Barryville ; but fortunately the bar
rier was broken, and the danger was at an end.

At Cochecton Falls, the ice formed a dam which caused the
river to swell forty feet above its ordinary level! The jam oc
curred at 6 o'cloc-k in the morning, and so sudden was the
calamity that the residents of the village of Cochecton had not
time to flee from their houses before they were surrounded bv
water and huge blocks of floating ice. Several dwellings 'were
covered as far as their second stories, and in the church the
water reached the pulpit. Merchants abandoned their goods.
and house-keepers their furniture, 'while those who were on the
shore constructed rafts, floats and rough boats with which they
conveyed terrified men, women and children from the half-sub
merged houses. So energetically was the work performed that
at 10 o'clock all were rescued.. No lives were lost; but there
was much suffering, as 'well as large losses of property. Doctor
Williams' house, with its furniture, two barns and sheds of
Thomas Riley, a bam of 'Villialll McCullough, and a barn of
Mr. Tyler, with his hay and grain, 'were swept away. The grav('
yard 'was overflowed, and the memorials of the dead broken bv
the battering ice. But the greatest loss was the destruction of
the bridge across the Delaware, which had been recently corn
pleted at a cost of ten thousand dollars. It was borne away entire
after the flood was several feet above its piers,

During the day, the dam at the Falls was broken, when th-
flats were speedily drained; but they were nearly covered by
huge fragments of ice. For a time it was almost impossible to
drive a team through the village.

....\t Callicoon Depot two or three buildings were destroyed, as
well as a bridge across the Callicoon. The lumber on the river,
almost without an exception, was swe~t off.

The New York and Erie railroad-bndge at Narrowsburgh was
destroyed, and after a new one was put in its place, that also
was swept off by a flood on the 18th of February ensuing.

As late as the 20th of April of this year, snow fell in the
northern part of the county to the depth of three feet, and on
the 3d and 4th of Mav there was another flood which caused a
considerable loss of property.

There was an unusual scarcity of hay, and many horned cattle
starved to death. On the 1st of May, cows were bought for ten
dollars per head; but they were too weak to walk, and purchasers
were obliged to take them away on sleighs.
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As late as the 20th of May, there was a snow-storm in the
northern towns, and along the county-line the snow was six
inches deep.

The bridge at Cochecton was not rebuilt until the fall of 1858.
Ca:pitaJists were not inclined to invest their money in a structure
which.seemed to be of but temporary continuance, until Sydney
Tuttle, of Jeffersonville, took a large portion of the stock. Mr.
Chapin, the builder, commenced the new bridge in October, and
finished it in January,

In improving a new country, fire is an important agent. Ap
plied at a proper time, it reduces to ashes the woodland rubbish
which encumbers the soil, and leaves the land in good condition
for the raising of crops. "It is a good servant, but a hard master."
In May, 1862, a person set fire to some brush-heaps on Brier
Ridge, in Cochecton, when the wind carried the flames from
object to object, and a fiery tornado rnshed from the ridge to
the ~remisesof Frederick Long, jr., on the east-branch of the
Callicoon. Fourteen houses and barns were destroyed, besides
sheep, horn-cattle, hogs, furniture, farming utensils, ete. The
principal sufferers were Charles Bosewinn, George Bauer, Jacob
Bordenstein, Jacob Rosewinn, Frederick Long, sen., John
Weaver, George A. Ranft, Frederick Knight, J. W. Decker,
Henry Fitzgerald, Frederick Long, jr., Hewlet Peters, John
Best, and Martin Andrews.

It was estimated that during the first week of the month nearly
one hundred buildings were destroyed by fire in Cochecton,
Callicoon, Thompson,Bethel, Liberty, Fallsburgh and Neversink.

Our history of Cochecton would not be complete without a
more particular account of a gentleman who, for nearly two
generations, has been the most prominent resident of the town,
politically and socially,

James C. Curtis, a native of the State of Vermont, came to
Cochecton in 1814, and engaged in farming, lumbering and
trading. He was also concerned in the affairs of Edward Gris
wold and Madame Berthemy. On the organization of the town,
he was elected Supervisor, and held that office seventeen years
-sixteen of them consecutively. From 1835 to 1843, he was
chairman of the Board. He was also for thirty years a Justice
of the Peace. In 1828, he was made a Major of the 185th Regi
ment of Infantry. In 1831 and 1833, he represented Sullivan
in the Assembly of the State, and in 1849 was elected a Senator
from Sullivan and Orange. While acting in the latter capacity,
he resigned his seat; but was re-elected by a largely increased
majority. In 1844, he was appointed First Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas, and held the position until the adoption of
the third Constitution of the State; and from 1862 to 1869 was



THE TOWNS OF COCHECTON AND DELAWARE. 215

United States Assessor for the Eleventh District of New York.
Besides these, he has filled several less important positions,

In early life, Judge Curtis married Pamelia C., a daughter of
Major Ebenezer Taylor. His children (now living) are \Villiam
H., James I., charles T.~ Caroline M. and Helen M. 1\\'0 others
(Sarah E. and Edward G.) are dead.

l?uring the politic~ controversies of the last fifty years, in
which he took an active part, Judge Curtis always commanded
the respect of his partisan opponents, and his integrity was never
questioned.

On the 24th of February, 1855, Elizabeth, only daughter of
E. L. Burnham, and wife of William H. Curtis, was so badly
injured by her clothes taking fire, that she died on the 21st of
March. "\Villiam H. Curtis was Sheriff of the county from 1857
to 1860.

FOSTEHDALE.-Jesse M. Foster came into the county in 1817,
and for three years kept the old Irvine inn at Cochecton. In
1820, he removed to the locality which is now known as Foster
dale. This cognomen was bestowed on a post-office established
here in 1831, of which Mr. Foster was the first master. In the
same year he was elected County Clerk, the duties of which
were discharged by his son, James H. Foster. For many years
Jesse M. Foster was engaged at Fosterdale as a hotel-keeper,
farmer and lumberman. He died in 1853. His wife (Delia
Hurd) survived him several years. Both were much respected.

CocHECTON CENTRE.-In the fall of 1849, Alfred and Fletcher
Stevens purchased of Alfred Nearing a tannery site at this place,
on which they erected a tannery 350 feet in length, and also
fifteen or twenty buildings. The place was at :first called
Stevensburgh ; but was finally known as Cochecton Centre.
The tannery is now owned by Horton, Knapp & Co.

On Sunday, March 16,1851, Charles Bogle and John Flanigan,
while returning from Cochecton depot with Timothy Giblin,
quarreled and ~oceeded to assault each other. Bogle was
stabbed, and died within twelve hours. Flanigan was subse
quently convicted of manslaughter, and sentenced to State prison
for three years. The parties were intoxicated at the time of
the affray.

PIKE POND.-This place received its name from a pretty nat
urallond, upon. the banks of which it is situated. Pike were
foun here by the early settlers, having been Introduced from the
Delaware by the Indians, or soon after the region was occupied
by the whites. Although the lake is not Iarge, its outlet furnishes
a valuable water-power. A man named Woodruff had a saw-mill
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here in '1814. Subsequently a grist-mill, tannery, etc., were
erected on the stream. Blake "".ales, jr., at first was interested
in the tannery, and it was subsequently owned by Gideon WaleR,
Osmer B. 'Vheeler and Nathan S. Hammond. The last two
parted with their interests, which finally passed into the hands
of Gideon Wales. The magnitude of his business may be esti
mated when we state that in 18U6, he, in conjunction with Daniel
T. Stevens, purchased a tract of bark-land of Madame Berthemy,
for which they paid $24,500, cash. Gideon 'Yales was a member
of the last Constitutional Convention of this State. Among the
other residents of Pike Pond we may mention Nathan Moulthrop,
Stephen W. Gedney, and 'Villiam Bonesteel. Mr. Moulthrop
'was in early life a sailor, and rose to the rank of captain. Be
corning weary of a wandering life on the ocean, he for a time
indulged in the pleasures of domestic life in Dutchess county.
In lR2A, he removed to the verge of the settled country at Pike
Pond, where he continued to reside until his death in September,
IS;,)!. He was a gentleman of many virtues, and among them
W~1,.s that of a generous and genial hospitality. The herald of
righteousness, as he wended his weary way over the hills and
through the valleys of this then wilderness country, always found
rest, refreshment and congenial society under the roof of Captain
)Ic)u]throp.

The post-office at Pike Pond was established in March, 185!.
with Ctideoll 'Vales as post-master,

Pike Pond contains one church (Methodist Episcopal) which
was, built in 1850. Rev. John Davy labored here at an early
dav and orzanized a "class "

0/ '0 •

CALLICOON DEPoT.-This is a lively business-place, situated
at the month of the Callicoon stream. Its early settlement has
been noticed elsewhere. There are here two churches, ten stores
and groceries, three hotels, an academy, etc. In 1837 a crime
was committed in this vieinitv which vet remains shrouded in
mvstr-rv. On the 18th of -Iune, the bods of a man was found in
th« river partially covered with sand. .. He had been killed by
blows on the head; but by whom and for what has never been
ascertained. The body had on it a shirt, shirtee, vest and boots,
but no pants. These articles were described in the newspapers
of that day; nevertheless no clue to the perpetration of the
crime was revealed.

The Methodists of the neighborhood were organized as a
society in 1850, while Rev. William A. Hughson was on the cir
cuit, during which year a church was built. In 1869, this
building was sold to the Boman Catholics. In 1871, a more
expensive edifice was erected, in which the society now worships.

The Holy Cross church (B. C.) was bought of the Methodists
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in 1869. The priests of the Port Jervis Mission have had the
spiritual charge of this section. Since the purchase of the
church, Rev. J. Nilan has officiated at the altar.

The post-office at Callicoon Depot was established in 1849,
with Reuben Tyler as post-master.

The Callicoon Depot Academy, J. J. Silk, Principal, has been
established since 1870. It owes its existence to the enterprise
of Mr. Silk, and is said to be in a flourishing condition.

As early as 1797, Rev. Isaac Sergeant commenced preaching
to the sparsely populated neighborhoods of the Delaware valley:
He was a Congregational minister, and in 1799 organized tliE'
Church at Narrows Falls-the first religious society in the count:"
of which we have an account. He labored as far up the river
as Cochecton. In 1800, he had gathered a respectable nucleus
for a Church, and administered the Lord's Supper, according to
the Congregational order, to the following persons: Nicholas
Conklin, Elizabeth Conklin, Hannah Jones, Elizabeth Brown,"
Jane Tyler, Simeon Bush, Hannah Bush, Deacon Simmonds.
Charlotte Simmonds, John Conklin and wife, Hester Tyler,
Betty Conklin, and Lizzie Tyler, wife of Oliver Tyler.

It is probable that Mr. Sergeant took steps to form these
persons into a legally constituted Church; but if he did, no
certain evidence of the fact can now be found. He continued
to visit Cochecton occasionally for a few years; after which
those who had been admitted as members were scattered, de
ceased, or became members of the Presbyterian Church.

Among the pioneer preachers of Cochecton was Elder Enoch
Owen, who lived on the turnpike east of the village of Cochecton.
He was of the Free Will Baptist faith, and for many years was
the only clergyman who resided in the town. He was a man of
but little education; but his mind and body and zeal were
robust. It cannot be said that he was mercenary; for he received
little or no compensation for his labors in his Master's vineyard,
Every Sunday, he preached in a small Baptist meeting-house in
Damascus, and at other times in neighborhoods where he could
gather a few hearers. He was always ready to visit the sick
and afflicted, and to discourse at funerals on mortality and im
mortality-the ineffable and everlasting bliss of the redeemed,
and the fearful fate of the doomed. His unpretending and
homely discourses impressed Christian moraJity upon many souls
of this neglected region.

Elder Owen was a lumberman, farmer and mason. He built
the old-fashioned stone chimneys of the valley before brick and

• The mother of the person from wholll this lid wu obtained, b1 our informant,
Mrs. James C. Curtis.
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lime were seen there. He also made several miles of the New
burgh and Cochecton turnpike. While engaged on the latter
work, he occupied a log-house on what is yet known as Owen
Cabin Hill, and regularly performed religious service at the
Baptist church of Damascus. Noone questioned his piety;
and yet such runagates as Roger Wildrake of Squattlesea Mere
would have pronounced some of his acts " excentrie." The
Puritans of New England, when they gathered for worship, oer
ried with them newly loaded and freshly primed muskets to
defend themselves against the attacks of heathen salvages.
Elder Owen, as he journeyed on Sundays to expound the Word
at Daml18CUS, carried with him his trusty rifle. His path was
through the woods, and often a stray panther, or deer, or bear
orossed it, when the Elder~ut an end to its Sabbath-day rambles.
His metaphorical bolts did not slwavs reach the heart of the
sinner ; but he never failed to make his leaden bullets hit anT
animal at which they were projected. If he had a doubt on the
subject on Sunday-venery, he continued to give himself the
benefit of the doubt until his eyes were opened by the following
incident: One Sunday p<J-yt meridiem, after holding forth with
considerable unction. he started for home, with his rifle as usual
on his shoulder. Whether he employed his mind during his
long walk with pious meditations on shreds of Holy Writ, we
cannot say; but we are certain that in the dusk of the evening,
as he approached his clearing, he had a vision of horns and
hoofs. Believing that he saw a very large buck, he approachetI
cautiously and fired. The shot was fatal. The animal f~)}.

Owen, much. elated, hastened to cut its throat; but found, when
too late, tha.t he had shot and killed his only horse! Exclaiming,
"So much for carrying a. gun on Sunday I" he hastened fr(' 111

the scene, and was never again known to take his rifle from
home on the day of rest.

With Deacon Dunn of Big Eddy, Mr. Owen held religious
meetings in the Delaware river towns wherever there was a settle
ment. In his old age he joined the Close commUDI~·onBa tiste.
He was an honest old soul, whose good deeds and name
survived his mortal body, and are yet held in gra remem-
brance.

PRESB1TERIAN CHURCH OF CocHECTON.-The organization of
the Presbyterian society of Cochecton was commenced on the
9th of March, 1812, at the school-house in "Cochecton Settle
ment," by the election of Oliver H. Calkin, Simeon Bush, Moses
Calkin, John Conklin, Elias Conklin and Ebenezer Witter as
trustees. Ebenezer Witter and Bezaleel Calkin presided at the
election.

In August of the same year, Rev. Charles Cummins of Florida,
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N. Y., preached in Cochecton, and admitted the following persons
to membership : Simeon Hush, John Conklin, Elia.s Conklin,
Ebenezer Witter, Hannah Bush, Molly Skinner, Charlotte
Conklin, Jane Tyler, Hannah Jones, Martha P. Richards, Eleanor
Taylor, Hannah'Vitter, Huldah Conklin, Eleanor Bush and
Elizabeth Brown; and the organization of the Church was per
fected bv the selection of Messrs. Witter, Bush and John Conk
lin as ruling elders, and Witter and Bush as deacons.

Previous to this time, the neighborhood must have been visited
by Presbyterian missionaries, as a majority of the first members
belonged to families which had resided in the valley for over
forty years. The names of these pioneer heralds have not been
preserved in the archives of Cochecton; and but little is remem
bered of others who preached here occasionally, previous to
1840, beyond the fact that Rev. Dr. Cummins, Rev. Benjamin
Van Keuren and Rev. James Petrie ministered here a few
times.

In 1821, Moses Calkin, Elizabeth Calkin, Weighty Irvine and
Prudence Irvine were added to the list of members. Their
names are still mentioned reverently. One of them (Prudence
Irvine) adorned the profession for the long period of fifty years.

The church-edifice occupied by the congregation was built in
1839 by an organization entitled "The Presbyterian and Meth
odist Episcopal Society of the town of Cochecton." At a meeting
over which Moses Calkin and George Bush presided on the
8th of March, 1839, Moses Calkin, Jared Irvine, Alexander A..
Irvine, James C. Curtis, Charles Young, Nathan Skinner, Charles
Drake, George Bush and Walter S. Vail were appointed trustees;
and a subscription paper was started to raise money to build "8.

meeting-house-a place of public worship." Within a short
time nearly the ne~~ssary amount was pledged, and on the 6th
of May, Moses Calkin gave a deed of the church-lot for two
dollars.

Some of those who signed the subscription-paper are desig
nated as Methodists--others as Presbyterians. This was due
to a proviso in the deed, according to the Presbyterians the
right, after the expiration of ten years, of buying out the rights
of the Methodists, by paying to them what they had contributed.

In June, 1839, James C. Curtis, Walter S. Vail and Charles
Drake, the building committee, contracted with Willis and Ira.
Sherwood for the building of the house, for $1,500-the com
mittee agreeing to furnish the stone f01· the foundation. The
edifice was completed on the 28th of January, 1840, when, after
some discussion with the building committee, the Messrs. Sher
wood accepted $1,425-$751ess than the contract-price. The
dedication took place on the 20th of February, 1840. Notwith
standing the traveling was bad, a large congregation assembled.
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Bev. David '"\\rebster, a Methodist elcrgvmnn whose mind WI\.S

exalted by much culture ns well us physical suffering, preached
the sermon from the Ist and 2<1 verses of the H4th Psalm, $280
were subscribed-s-a sum sufficient to pay a small debt, and to
complete the fixtures ahout the building.

It should be said that, although their names do not appear in
the records, the edifice owes its existence to the efforts of a few
pions ladies.

On the 8th of March, 1840, the trustees met and determined
that the Presbyterians and Methodists should occupy the build
ing each alternate week ; that it might be opened to other evan
gelical denominations when its owners were not using it; am1
that it should not be "occupied by any denomination for tlu
purpose of preaehing or lecturing on the abolition of negro
slavery, or the formation of any society connected with abolition
in its present and popular sense."

On the 29th of April, 185;'), the Presbyterian portion of the
society re-organized as "The First Presbyterian Church and
Congregation of Cochecton, in connection with the General As
sembly of the Old School Presbyterian Church of the United
States of America." 'Valter S. Vail, Charles Irvine, Robert T.
Parsons, William McCullough, Ellery T. Calkin and James C.
Curti" were chosen trustees, During the ensuing twelve months,
the title of the Methodists 'was extinguished. and the building
became the exclusive property of the Presbyterians. Within
a. few years the church has been furnished with an organ, a
bell, etc.

Previous to October 15, 1871, 181 persons had been members
of this church, and it numbered at that time sixty souls.

In this connection it may not be improper fo ~y, that the
l\Iethodists commenced preaching in Cochecton about the year
IRa1. The growth of this respectable body is one of the marvels
of ecclesiastical history. Of the zealous and self-sacrificing men
who planted MethodIsm in Sullivan, we can learn but '-littlt>.
The}" labored more for the conversion of sinners than for earthly
fame, and after preaching in our wilderness country for a year
or two, were transferred to other fields. Hence they left but
few records behind them except in the hearts of their pions
admirers. They are mentioned with affection by a few old
brothers and sisters, whose hearts are still fervid, but whose
memories are dim and uncertain.

Eleven persons have served as Elders of the Cochecton Pres
byterian Church, viz:

From 1812-Ebenezer Witter, who died at Gibson, Pa.; Sim
eon Bush, who died in 1836 ; John Conklin, who died at Sus
quehanna.

From 1822-James J aokson, 'who died in Chautauqua oounty ;
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Hiram Dibble, who died at Honesdale; Moses Calkin, who died
in Cochecton, February 12, 1865, aged 80 years.

From December 23, 183S-Robert T. Parsons, now at Huntley,
Illinois ; James McArthur, now in or near Philadelphia; Abijah
M. Calkin, now a Baptist clergyman at Waverly, Pennsylvania.

From April 26, 1862-Ezra F. Calkin; Silas C. Beckwith, who
died at Port Jervis in 1865.

On the 5th of September, 1857, nineteen members were dis
missed to form the First Presbyterian Church of Damascus.

Clergymen who have officiated in this church as stated sup
plies and pastors: George K. McEwen, from 1840 to 1841;
William Riddle, 1842 to 1843; John Mole (pastor), 1845 to 1847;
William Hunting, 1851; G. K. Mariner, 1852 and 1853; Thomas
Mack (pastor), 1853 to 1859; Erastus Seymour (pastor), 1860 to
1863; Samuell\Iurdock, 1863 to 1864; from 1864 to the present
time, Theron Brittain,"

'Vith one exception, these gentlemen, in zeal, piety and learn
ing, were not below the average of country clergymen, John
Mole, whose conduct finds no parallel in the lives of Christian
ministers of Sullivan, became the pastor of the Cochecton Church,
on the 1st of January, 1845. He was a man of high intellectual
attainments, and capable of filling an enlarged field of usefulness;
but his efficiency was crippled by a morbid desire for the acqui
sition of the treasures of this world. He labored zealously and
with great energy both in and out of his profession. In addition
to preaching and perfo~ other ministerial duties, he was
mainly instrumental in securmg a church-edifice for the congre
f::on at Youngsville, and in forming a library for the young of

. charge. He also built a house and a barn for himself, and
engaged in clearing and cultivating land. "He hauled timber
with oxen, cleared and burnt fallow-ground, dug, masoned, car
pentered and painted with his own hands, so as to often look
more like a collier than a minister of the gospel" In addition
to his charge at Cochecton, he had the oversight of an infant
congregation at Youngsville.

The Presbyterians of Cochecton and Callicoon were at that
time unable to afford their pastor a competent support. Hence
there was a promise, expressed or implied, on the part of the
Hudson Presbytery, that the members of that body would con
tribute for the maintenance of a minister for these towns one
hundred dollars, more or less, per annum, to vary according to
circumstances. This was paid to Mr. Mole during the first and
second years of his pastorate; and he confidently expected to
receive It thereafter, as the people were satisfied with his labors,
and he had received no intimation from any quarter that he

• BiatoricalSketch of Cochecton Presbyterian Church, by Rev. Theron Brittain.
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should leave, He continued to manage his affairs as usual until
near the close of the third' Tear, when he received notice that
the annual stipend of one hundred dollars would not again be
paid. This notice was the root of evil from which sprang a
poisonous plant that overshadowed his future life. It led to a
long and bitter controversy with the Presbytery, and to suits in
the civil courts. The former suspended his ministerial functions;
but he appealed to the Synod, and was there triumphant, HE\
was also successful in the other cases. But, although victorious,
he felt that he 'was a ruined man. His means were wasted in
litigation, and his influence destroyed. He was driven from
place to place, 'with a large and dependent family, and was
without employment, and in bad repute.

At the end of 1847. he relinquished his charge at Youngsville;
but remained one year longer in Cochecton. Subsequently,
wllile laboring under a sense of wrong and injustice done him,
and fearing that he and his family would become destitute,
he stole a horse and wagon of Butler & Co., of Pou~hkeepsie.

He was soon after arrested for the offense, and tried before
Judge Egbert Q. Eldridge, of Dutchess county, in the fall of
1853. His counsel entered a plea of insanity, (we believe the
plea was founded on truth.) and Mr, Mole himself made an
elaborate and affecting appeal to the Court; nevertheless he
was found guilty, and sentenced to two years and six months of
hard labor in State prison.

After his release from frison, in 18;36, he went to the city of
New York. 'where he {nunc employment as a carpenter. He has
been dead several yen.~.
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SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF COCHECTO:i.

To

1829 James C. Curtis 184;;
1845. . . . . . . . . . . .Edward Bloomfield 1847
1847 William Bonesteel 184R
1848 ............•John Valleau 184n
1849............•James C. Curtis 1850
1850 William H. Curtis 185:-;
1853 James Stoutenbergh 1854
1854 Alexander A. Irvine 185li
1856 William McCullough 1857
1857....•....... 'Villiam H. Curtis 1859
1859 Nathan Moulthrop 1860
1860 William Ro~er..............••.•..... 1861
1861 Alfred Calkins 1862
1862 John Valleau 186.~

1863 Nathan Moulthrop 1864
1864 'Villiam Roper 186!)
1865 Sidney Tuttle ............••..•....... 1867
1867 W. B. Buckley...........•.•••....... 1869
1869 William G. Potts...........••••...... 1871
1871 Geoege E. Knapp ....•.••••••••••.... 1874

SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN 01' DELAWABlL

1869 Isaac R Clements 1870
1870 \\?illiluil H. Curtis 1873
1873 John F. Anderson 1874



CHAPTER VII.

THE TOWN OF FALLSBURGB.

The surface of Fallsburgh does not. vary materially from that
of Thompson. The town is drained by the Good Beerskill, the
Sandburgh and the Neversink and its branches. French's Gaz
etteer says there are five lakes in Fallsburgh, viz: the Sheldrake,
Smith, Hill and Brown ponds in the west, and East or Pleasant
pond in the east. One of these, at least, is a mill-dam. Grain
raising, dairying and lumbering are the principal pursuits of the
residents. Until a few years ago, tanning was an important
interest.

The water-power of Fallsburgh is almost inexhaustible, and
with enterprise and capital sufficient to render it available, may
yet add immensely to the population and wealth of the town.

This town was erected by an act of the Legislature of New
York, on the 9th of March, 1826, and taken from Thompson and
Neversink. Its bounds were prescribed as follows: "Beginning
at the N. E. corner of Thompson, on the line of Ulster county,
and running thence southwardly, along the W.line of Mamakat
ing, to the southwardly line of Great Lot One; thence west
wardly along the southwardly line of Great Lot One to the
middle of the Nevisink river; thence northwardly along the
middle of said river to the south line of division No. 19 of Great
Lot One; thence westwardly along said south line of the said
division to the S. W. corner thereof; thence northwardly along
the W. bounds of divisions Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23. to the S.
line of Great Lot No.2; thence westwardly along the aforesaid
S. line, to south-westwardly corner of division No.3, in Great
Lot No.2; thence northwardly along the W.line of said division
No.3, to the line of Liberty; thence along the boundary lines
of Thompson, Liberty and Nevisink, to the N. W. corner of
division No. 3 in the 3d allotment of Great Lot No.3; thence
eastwardly along the N. line of said division No.3, to the W.
bounds of the farm of Thomas Hardenbergh; thence along the
northwardly and westwardly bounds of said farm to the N.line
of Great Lot No.3; thence eastwardly along said N. line to the
boundary line of Ulster; thence southwardly and eastwardly
along 88Jd line to the place of beginning.n

[224]
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The act declared that the first town-meeting should be held
Slot the school-house near the Nevisink Falls on the first Tuesdav
of April, 1826. .At this meeting the following persons wer~
elected: Herman M. Hardenbergh, Supervisor; Richard A.
Heading, Town Clerk ; John Crawford, James Brown and Cor
nelius D. Eller, Assessors; Harley R. Ludington, Henry Mii'llel'
and .John Eller, Commissioners of Highways; Elnathan S. Stan',
Thomas Lawrenee and John Hill, Commissioners of COJUnlOU

Schools ; Henry Mead and -Iosiah Depuy, Overseers of the Poor;
Warren Barlow, Collector; Wan'en Barlow, Philip C. Ludington,
Daniel Couch and Alexander C. Sloat, Constables; and Thomas
R. Hardenbergh, William Hill and Julius I. Starr, Inspectors of
Common Schools.

The migratory habit of our people is illustrated in the fact
that more than one-half of the family-names which appear in
the above list are no longer borne by residents of the town.

POPUL~TION-VALUATION-TAXATION.

Year.

lR~O , .
IH4() 0 •••••••• , • , •

1850 .. , .
JH()O .. , •••.••••••••••..
IH70 .. , , .

Popu-I.A.SRessed I Town I Co. and
labon·1 Value. ICharges.' Sta to.

1,1731 $R9,9541 $5~O.95' $572.78
1,7R2: lO().O;");): 5:~O.H9, ?59.1~

2,62(;' ] 1;~~fi4,'}: ;");-{O.20' 7H~)'6:3

3 '.>'.Jo) 't li } -] ,-)' 4,0'.) 01· '> ,'00 (OP
,0"J.~)'") .)"'1. ,;) , : .oo. I _,0.-,;" ),'

a,~11 2nO,-!:2;") .lO,70a.55~ 7,794.8H
I !

The names of the original settlers of Fallsbnrgh are unknown.
It, is believed they were Dutch, and that thev l(w;lt~d near Den
niston's ford, and on tho ridge which di~(lps the HJlf..Idrake
stream froIII the Dutch pond and Ple-asant Lake. 'I'he last-men
tioned settlement was principally ill Thompson, and was alto
gether abandoned during the French and Indian war, while the
one at Denniston's ford, though the people composing it were
driven away for. a time, was never wholly given up. In 1790,
the valley at this point had the appearance of a region long
occupied by whites, and those who immigrated to and through
it were told that Dutch settlers had lived there manv vears
previously. We shall give in another place what is kll()~rn of
those who lived there subsequent to the war of the Revolution.

About 17HH, the valley above the Fulls of the Neversink be
came known to those who were seeking for good and cheap
lands, and a considerable number of families moved there from
the old neighborhoods of DIstel', and other localities, during that
a.nd three or four subsequent years. Among them were Peter

15
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Misner from K vserike, who settled on the farm now owned bv
his son Henry j ...Aaron Van Benschoten, on lands above Wood
bourne, on which is now the parMonage of the Reformed Church;
Garret Van Beuschoten," farther up the stream, a part of whose
premises is now the property of Simon K, ,,-ood. In addition
to these 'were Peter Freer, Matthew Sheeley.t Jacob Maraquat,
Seth Gillett, Cornelius SaIT, -Iames Bush and his three sons,
-Iames, Simeon and Henry, John Coney, Eleazer Larrabee.
•Josiah Depuy, John Tappan, John Gorton, -Iames Hill, 'I'hornns
Rawson, Cornelius Turner, the De":-'itts, Bakers, Bordons, Grants.
Klines, Van Leuvens, and several others, some of whose names
may be recorded by us hereafter.j The name of the pioneer
settler does not appear, although it is said that two old men
named Abner and Ezra Bush 'were found living there as hermits.
'I'hey were from 70 to 80 years of age, and their retreat was on
the fann now occupied by Richard Oliver.

Two brothers named Baker and a man named Thomas Raw8011
were among the first. In 1789, Thomas Grant purchased Raw-, . ~son s POSs~sslon~.~

The early residents were robust and hardy. Fever and HhJ1.1e

and other diseases incident to a new countrv were unknown here.
TlJ~ flats were e()Y~r(~(l with an immense growth of timber, which
in the In'oe~ss of eIl'aring was burned 011 the land, and udded tn
the virgin soil a large percentage of potash-a percentage which
would now make the vallev remarkable for fertility. Heavv
crops of wheat, corn and rye rewarded the husbandman, and
the Neversink country was famed far and near for its produc
tiveness.

Some of the settlers carne in bv the way of Napanoch uno
the Chestnut 'Voods, as Grahamsville wag then called, and others
by the ,,,-ay of l{o~e!s Pass, Phillips Port, the Sandhurgh, and
Denniston's Fora. From the latter they followed up the road
which I"H.!} along the river, or passed near it, to the Falls. 'I'h«
route by the ,nly of the Sandburgh was mentioned in 1797 by
the Commissioners of Highways of l'famakating as the old road"
It was undoubtedly an ancient Indian path, and somewhat im
proved. Uriah, a son of James Hill, well remembered the
journey over this road when his father moved to Fallsburgh

• Jt:ne 3, 1832.-Died, in Pa.llsbnrgb, o..rret Van Benschoten, aged 77 years. Ht'
was one who took an active part in aehiO\ing our independence. He [omed & volunteer
company when a youth, and continued in tJi€' service during the war. He was in sev
eral (·n~ag'ement~.and was at the battle ot Fort Montgomer\·. He WM one (If the few
who 8t,1Od by their caunon, and continued to fire on the enemy until they came up to
wn-st a torch from the hand of Col. Brnyn, whose invincible courage would not permit
him to show the enemy his back on such oocalDons.- 'fiR" Plebeian.

t Sheeley lived at Hasbrouck, where he kept the first tavern of the town.
; A few of these persons settled within the present bounds of Neversink.

§ Lotan Smith's 'MHH. History.
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with his family." Subsequently (Sept. 29, 1797) Elijah Reeve
of Otisville, and John Knapp of Thompsonville, Commissioners
of Mamakating, established a road from the residence of ""illianl
A. Thompson, over Mount Prospect to the Neversink at the Falls,
and from thence to 'Yoodbourne, 'which they described as follows :

"From the Albion Millst on the Sheldrake creek, west of the
Nevisink river, and said road is to run northerly to the residence
of Thadeus Brown In or near the old road as it is now cut out.
and from thence toward the north on the east side of Mr. Bor
done's house, and so on to 1\1r. Dewitt's, on the east side of his
house, and through his improvement on the west side of a place
called a Bindekill, and so on to the dwelling house of Isaac
Turners, by the brink of the Nevisink river on the west side ot
of it."t

The "old road" mentioned in the above extract ran from
Denniston's Ford to Woodbourne. There was no bridge across
the Sheldrake at Thompsonville for several yeal'S. To cross that
stream travelers passed through William A. Thompson's saw
mill!

Notwithstanding a few lears of labor brought comparative
abundance to the early residents of the town, at first their hard
ships 'were very great. Here and there throughout the valley
was a little isolated clearing, lit€rall~ choked by huge stumps
and stubborn roots, and in the openIng was a low, bark-roofed
log-hut, generally destitute of window or chimney. Near it was
a. log-pen open to the snows and blasts of 'winter, in which were
stored whatever of hay and straw the owner could gather for the
subsistence of his shivering and distempered cattle. These
sojourners in a wilderness country had no difficulty in procuring
meat. Deer and bear abounded on the neighboring hills, and
were obtained hy the expenditure of a little time and ammuni
tion, and swin« were fattened 'without cost on the nuts found
wherever the beech-tree flourished. To obtain bread was the
great difficulty; for even after grain was raised from the root
bound soil, it had to be carried twenty miles, in small quantities,
to a mill, before it could be converted into bread.S Samp and
coarse meal were made at home in various wavs. James Hill
had a famous mortar, in which he could pound 'half a bushel of
corn at once, with a wooden pestle fastened to a spring-pole.
Boiled cracked maize, sweetened with maple-molasses, 'was
considered as great a delicacy as the choicest viands which now
grace the tables of the most wealthy. But few cows were kept,

'It Lotan Smith's M88. t Thompsonville.
§ Su1{ir.on rowdy H ";1. l'.... pr , 2•. , ~~r,.

t Mam..kating Uf'><'Ord8.



~8 HltorI'ORY OF HULLIV~ OOl.HiTY.

and they were generally kept farrow 80 that their owners could
have milk during the entire year.

The majority of those who located in the valley, held their
lands under what was known 88 the Beekman title; some bought
of the Wynkoops, and others of the Schoonmakers of Ulster
county. The price paid was from eight to ten shillings per acre.
James Hill bought of the Wynkoops, and gave Cornelius Turner
twenty-five dollars for his improvements. Turner had occupied
the place for one or more years. The Beekman and Schoon
maker titles, as will appear hereafter, were defective, while the
other 'was good.

In a few years substantial comforts and conveniences began
to multiply. In 1793, Peter Van Leuven built a grist-mill near
Woodbourne, and during the same year Seth Gillett put up a.
saw-mill on the stream which empties into the Neversink near
Hasbrouck." About 1797, William Parks erected a grist and
Raw-mill in Prince's Hollow. In 1798, Conrad Sheeley estab
lished a griat-mill on the Wynkoop brook, and about the same
time Benjamin Gillett built a grist and saw-mill at Hasbrouck
where the Denman mill now stands.r .A.. store was opened at
an early day in the town of Neversink, which caused a great
saving of time in procuring necessaries and luxuries.

A fulling-mill was established at Hasbrouck in 1820. A.c; early
as 17~l::J. ,John Sammons carried on blacksmithing in the town,
on the place since owned by John Hardenbergh.

.Among the papers of B. G. Childs, deceased, we find the fol
lowing ., Notes" from the late AmosY. Grant. They are inter
esting, and we think reliable:

In 1789, three brothers named Baker were living on the
Thomas Depuy place, and 8 man named John Rawson on the
farm since owned by Elsie Hardenbergh. In the fall of 1789,
Thomas Grant, of New London county, Connecticut, with the
Messrs. Mott, Overton and two brothers named Worden, went
to the town of Rockland, where they had made arrangements to
obtain a tract of land. They had the property divided into six
parcels, and drew lots to determine each man's share. "What
has since been known as the Doctor Livingston lot fell to Grant.
~c; it was broken and rough, he was dissatisfied, and left. •The
others remained in Rockland, where many of their descendants
now reside. Thomas Grant returned to the Neversink country,
and purchased the right of possession of John Rawson, for
which he gave a horse, saddle and bridle. In the spring of 1790,
Joshua Grant, the father of Thomas, moved from Groton, Con
necticut, bringing with him two other SOD.CJ, Ephraim and Nathan,

• B. G. Childfc' ~~S. t Ibid.
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after which the family occupied the Bawson place. Three Y{4ars
later, 'Yilliam, another son of J08hul\., settled in the same n(·i?ll
boo-hood on the place since owned by M. Hardenbergh, for which
he paid $170. The Grants brought with them all their house
hold furniture. The journey was 160 miles in length, an.1
occupied eleven davs, William Grant 'was a cripple, and not
able, without assistance, to get in or out of the cart in which he
rode. Seemingly sucli a man was unfitted for the rough life of
a pioneer; but as he WH.."i a skillful tanner, currier and shoemaker.
and 'withal industrious, frugal and of sound mind, he munaged
to keep pace with his more fortunate neighbors. His descend
ants are among our most prominent and influential citizens.

" Joseph Howard and Eleazer Larrabee 'were living in 17na 011

3Iutton Hill. They had married daughters of Joshua Grant.
and among their neighbors were John Hall, William Parks.
Silas B. Palmer and others.

"The Neversink flats were soon all taken up, as well as sonu
of the best uplands. As the country fined up, some of the early
COIners moved still farther into the wilderness. The pioneer....
of Liberty were awhile sojourners in the valley of the Neversink.

"For twenty years, it 'was necessary to go a.~ far as Kingston
to reach a post-office, and often letters did not reach Neversink
from Groton, Connecticut, in less than ninety days."

In primitive days, a great calamity befell the valley, Such H

flood as has not been witnessed since overwhelmed the low land
of the Neversink, and carried a~·ay crop8, buildings and cattle.
and the inhabitants were obliged to flee to the mountains for
safety. For several days, man~·, when they visited their houses.
or such of their houses as were not swept away, were ohligpd
to go in canoes. William Palmer, who lived at Denniston's
ford, had a valuable team of horses carried off, together with
his stable. The animals 'were drowned, and 'were found still
tied to their manger, on a large rock which formerlv was sePJI
near the western abutment of the bridge at Bridgeville. Lotan
Smith says this flood was in 1786 or 1787; but we have reason
to believe' that it took place ten years later, as there was very
little in the shape of crops above Denniston's ford to be d~
stroyed by water or anything else as early as 1787.

Ten yean; after the principal influx of settlers, the surplus
produce of the valley was very considerable. Large ~uantitip!"

of grain and Eork were carted to New 1\"'indsor and Newburgh.
and sold. '"heat bronght from 18 to 20, and rye and corn H
shillings per bushel, Pork was sold there for $2~) a barrel. In
a single year, .James Hill MId twenty-five barrels of pork at
Thompsonville,* and there were others who were as successful

._---- _.- ---_._----
• MSS. or Lotan Smith.
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fanners as Hill. Now the town does not produce u.s much grain
aud meat as it consumes. The manufacture of butter has be
come the leading industry, and is more profitable than the old
way of farming.

Greater trials were in store for a part of these people than
allY they had yet experienced. Some of those whose farms were
011 the hills held under the Schoonmaker title. This title was
Iouuded 011 the fact that oue of the Schoonmakers who had been
:1, Trustee of the tOW11 of Rochester, had not conveved his bust
to his successor in office. On this slim pretense, it"was claimed
that he had acquired the fee sin11)le of unsold real estate in the
Hochester patent. It was also c aimed that his rights, notwith
standing the settlement of 177H, extended to alleged Blue Hills
west of the Neversink, The Schoonmaker claim was undoubt
edly fraudulent. The courts 80 decided, and those who held
HUller it were ejected.

Others had the Beekman title. The Beekman tract covered
the vulley of the ~eversink from a point a short distance below
\\"uollbou111e to what 'was then known as the Oat's Paw, above
the present village of Neversink. This title originated with
( 'olonel Henry Beekman, who, while representing Ulster in the
General Assembly of 1703, obtained a grant of the Rochester
pateut £1'0111 Queen Anne.* In 'what manner he became inter
~~tt~d in land affairs on the Neversink does not clearly appear.
]3,- Home it has beell said that he purchased of the Trustees of
l{~)l"h~ster; others declare that he bought of the Harclenberghs,
who sold the tract to pay the expenses of partitioning their lands.
However this maybe, it is certain that in 1778, Colonel Johannis
Hardenbergh, with other interested parties, di.\;fiJlf:tly recognized
l!tf' validit!J ol tkc Beekman title. This recognition appears in the
settlement-deed itself, in which the "rvnkoop tract is "bounded
cH1 the westward on the land of Colonel Henry Beekman, lying
on the Xaewersink."

The Beekman title was not formally questioned by the Har
denberghs until 18<f2, at least fourteen years after the valley was
sflttled. 'I'his fact affords presumptive evidence that they 00
lioved the title was not theirs, or had passed from them.

Previous to IH~2, the settlers ver~ generally had p~id for the
farms they occupied, and had made Improvements which greatly
enhanced the value of the property. They had every reason to
believe that the~· had secured comfortable homes, and that a few
more )·ear~ of industry and self-denial 'would enable them to
spend the balance of their days in comparative ease and plenty,

.. Henry Beekman W&8 & Member of the General Assembly &8 el\rl:r.as 1691 a.nd 8.
P.,4·prf:t'P.ntath·p. of that name generally occupie-d a seat in that body llnti11759. in 1802,
of I:OUnIe, he had been dead many years. Our informant 8&YS that Henry K. Beekman,
a tll·",,·f~nd&nt of Colonel Beekman, sold the ~ev('rsink '\"aJl(~y to ita original settlers.



THE TOWX OF FAL~J:s{;HtiH. 231

when they were startled by the report that the Beekman title
was worthless; that Beckman had never owned a foot of the
territory; and that the heirs of Colonel J ohannis Hardenbergh
intended to dispossess the occupant.'). This report W~"8 followed
by the appeal'auce of a man named Gerard Hardcnbesgh, who
announced that he 'was one of the real owners of the valley, as
well as the uplands claimed by the Schoonmakers and those
who had bought of them."

As this man wu..~ assassinated by some of the people he en
deavored to drive l);way, and as it is alleged his conduct led to
the death of two persons, it is proper to give some ~..ccount of him.

Gerard or "Gross" Hardenbergh was the son of Colonel Jo
hannis Hardenbergh and a grandson of Major J ohannis Har
denbergh, one of the patentees of the Major or Great Patent.
Gerard, it is believed, was born in Rosendale, Ulster county,
about the yeal' 173H. He was a man of imperious and arbitrary
temper, and of convivial inclinations and habits. In early life
he married a lady named Xaney Ryerson, who is still held in
affectionate remembrance by her d.escendants, as well 88 by
other branches of the Hardenbergh family. By her he had
several children.

In the war of the Revolution, he espoused the cause of his
country, and like his patriotic father, imperiled his life to secure
the independence of the land of his birth. His time and money
and influence were freely thrown into the scale. It is said tha.t
he organized two companies of infantry, which were employed
ill defending the frontier against the incursions of the sevages.
One of these he commanded, and it is not denied that he was a
bold and enterprising leader,']

During his military life he became more and more intemperate,
and his existence ultimately no better than a continued and un
varying debauch. His excesses nearly obscured whatever was
at first humanitarian in his character, and inflamed all that was
morose, impetuous and tyrannical in his disposition. It is re
lated of him by men now (1871) yet living, that, when traveling
through the country in his old age, he sometimes ordered the
innkeeper at whose house he lodged to cover a table with candles
and decanters of spirituous liquors, and taking his seat, solitary
and alone, at tills somewhat rare festive board, drink until hiS
fiery and surly temper succumbed to insensibility.

III cOllsequ~nce of his wild and reckless wa.ys, his high-toned

• The Wynkoop title was not disputed.

t In August, 1781, when nearly four hundred Indians and tories invaded Wawar
fUnK, Captain Hardonbr-rsrh, with a force of only nine men, hastened forward to the
relict or the settlers, and throwing his men into a. 8Dlall stone-house, checked the ad
vance of the --nemy. III their repeated ayaults on his little rortrt.~s~, thirteen of their
num~.r wr-re left dead UpOl1 th~ fif-ld.-Rulte,dH?r's Indian. Tribe« of Hud30Jc.'ll Ri'ew.
n..r.i~ LYJld :mll iutr.·pid ad saved Wawaning from annihilation.
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father disown..rl H nd disinherited him, and willed what would
otherwise han' ht'('H .lr-vised to him to the heirs of Nancy Rver
S011. '.I:il1s :lct of tIlt, pl(lt:~r Hardeubergb added sulphuric acid
to the .u-etic mind of the son.

Nuncv Hverson's death antedated that of Colonel Harden
bergh, :~nd ;t:'Yl.)l'al of her children died unmarried. Consequently
the intention of Gerard's father was defeated. The dissipated
son was the heir of his own deceased children, and it is said
impiously declared that, while his father had disinherited him,
the Almighty had made all right by removing his deceased chil
dren. Thereafter he dominated oyer those who were in his
pO'wer, and did not bend to his will, with remorseless rigor.

This declaration is based on the statemeuts of those who
suffered from his acts, some of whom killed him. EYPll his own
descendants make no pretense of defending his character. Yet
he was not altogether vile, as will appear in subsequent para
graphs.

Gross Hardenbergh claimed the lands of the valley of the
Neversink. The occupants met his claim by exhihitill~ the
deeds they had received from the Beekmans. The right of
the latter to Hell was denied, and could not be proven. Xeither
the original nor a properly authenticated coPy of the Bcekmau's
deed could be found. It was alleged that this deed had been
put into the hands of Doctor Benjamin Hardenbergh, a son oi
Gross, by one Vernooy, 'who surveyed the Beekman purchase,
and that the Doctor had destroyed it. This allegation, whether
true or false, was not sufficient to affect any man's tenure, as
several of the settlers soon admitted.

Before proceeding to extremities, Hardenbergh made the
~eneral proposition that he 'would give each occupant of a farm
ill the Beekman tract one hundred acres of 'wild upland for his
impro'\?ements. Aaron and Garret Van Benschoteu wisely ac
cepted this offer, and each located his lot on the hills near the
premises now owned hy Isaiah Hasbrouck. The lots thus a.c
quired by theI~ are now occupied by William H. Van Beuschoten,
John Yaple, Mr. Merrett, and others.

Since the day of Hardeubergh's assassination, his memory
has rested under a cloud HO black and dense, that no one has
dared to say a word in his defense. His controversy with his
father, his wife, his children, and the unfortunate settlers of the
valley, aroused a spirit of antagonism which was not rendered
passive by his murder, and which the softened influence of time
has not mollified. He hated his family, and defied the world.
Those who survived him, consequently; were blind to 'what was
commendable in his character.

Assnming that the Beekman title was fraudulent, Harden
bergh's offer to l'eCOlnpellse the S('ttl~l"S for their improvements
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shows that a.t first he was willing to make an equitable arrange
ruent with them. Their title was defective; his was perfect.
He C01l1d eject them, and reap the fruits of their industry; but
he was willing to do more for their benefit than the laws of his
time' required of him. But few men of the present day would
do what this mall proposed to do; and yet his name is execrated.
Perhaps subsl·(l.uent events justify the maledictions which are
heaped upon his memory: nevertheless we cheerfully record
what we consider commendable on his part.

The occupants of the valley almost universally met his oyer
tures with defiance. They had bought the fat bottom-lands of
the Xeversink in good faith, and were unwilling to exchunge
them for uncultivated and heavily timbered uplands. Neurly
eyer," one of them Lad served creditably in the Re"olntionarv
arIuj", and hated oppression and wrong. They believed that th~
Hardeubergh claim was fraudulent, and that to establish it a
crime had been connuitted ; and they hoped that the laws of the
government they had imperiled their lives to establish would
afford a remedv. In addition to this, we may venture to sav
that they were incited to resistance by dishonestIawyers, because
there are always to be found members of that profession who
are prone to lead clients to ellgnge in hopeless controversies,
that they themselves Dlay reap a rich harvest, while their de
luded clients descend the inclined plane of destruction.

}'illt1ing that his ?fi'er was rejected, Harc}(·nbergh einploved
sUllllllary means to dispossess the settlers. Among those l·j~ett·<1

by him were Peter Freer, l\Iatthew Sheeley. ,JacoL l\lara<plat.
SlAth Gillett, and several others, Henry Misner, who is still
(lH7;~) living at ,Yooc1bourne, states that after suits of ejectme-nt
had l)l'ell instituted, but not determined, Hurdeubergli, with Iittle
respect to law, distrained property and forcibly dispossessed
the occupants. J ames Bush, senior, and his sons -Iumes, Simeon
aud Henry, were particularly the objects of his wrath. In the
fall of IHU{), Hardenbergh took from them all their crops, in
eluding six hundred bushels of grain. The latter was placed in
a grist-lllill owned by him, and built on the present site of the
saw-iuill of H. It Hurdenbergli. Gross also owned a house and
burn ill the neighborhood, and his son Benjamin had buildings
there. Aiuoug them was a barn, in which were stored two I1U11

dred bushels of grain. The mill, houses and barns, with their
valuable contents, were consumed bv fire under such circum
stances as to leave no doubt that the ~esidentsof the valley were
determined to 'wreak a terrible vengeance, The obnoxious fam
il'Y 'were then residing in the valley ; but becoming alarmed,
with one or two exceptions, removed from the region.*

" Life, etc., of C-ornelius W. Hardenbergh,
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Henry Misner asserts that Gl'08S, in 1806, forcibly set the
family of James Bush out of doors, and kicked Mrs. Bush as
she went, although but three days previously she had given birth
to a child, which she then held in her arms. In the absence of
Jacob Maraquat, his family was served in the same way. Mar
aquat's wife also had a young child, and was dragged from her
horne by the hair of her head. She died a few days afterwards,
The Bush family left the country and abandoned their elaim ;
but Peter Misner, Jeremiah Drake and some others resolved to
maintain their ground, and seek redress in legal tribunals.

During the next two years, outrage followed outrage. Har
denbergh became frantic, and the blood of the pioneers was
raised to fever-heat. Hardenbergh was looked upon as a public
enemy, whose death would bea public blessing.

III November, 1808, he came into the neighborhood, and passed
through the valley. Notwithstanding he was seventy-five years
old, weighed two hundred and fifty pounds, and had led a dis
sipated life, he was active and energetic. He afforded the un
usual spectacle of a yery fat and irascible old man astride of a
spirited and perverse horse, 'which his family considered waa
unsafe for him to ride; but which he governed with skill and
boldness. Like too many others, he feared neither man nor
beast, and had little respect for God or the devil

Calling at the house of the Grants (who then occupied the
Reed place) he declared that "he would raise more hell during
the next seven Jears than had ever been on earth before." H»
was very rough ill denouncing Drake, and in his declarations of
what he would do with him.
~"hen passing along the "dug-way" below Hasbrouck, ht~

noticed that the chimney of a house owned by him and occup« d
by a man named John Coney was not completed. This dis
pleased him. very much, and meeting Coney soon afterwards, he
tohi him that, "unless the chimney was topped out when he
eame back, he would throw him out of doors." Coney imme
diatelyengaged a neighbor (Jacob Sana) to assist in finishing
the chimney the next day.

The next night was spent at the house of his son (Herman M.
Hardenbergh) who lived on the farm from which Peter Freer
had been ejected, and which is now the property of Thaddeus
Budd.

On the ensuing morning (Nov. 23,) he started soon after sun
rise to go up the river. \Vhen the sun was about an hour high,
he was found in the road, a short distance from the present site
of ihe Reformed church, helpless and speechless, by Ezekiel
Gillett, senior. A little farther up the road his horse was caught
by Cornelius Sarro He was taken to the house of Aaron Van
Benschoten, which stood at the south side of the sand-knoll,
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opposite the Reformed Church parsonage-building. Here, after
lingering until :j o'clock A. M. of the 24th, he died without know
ing that he had been shot. Before his decease he declared that
his friends had often told him that his horse would throw and
probably kill hun, U and now," said he, "he has clone it."

While preparing his hotly for burial, a ball-hole was found in
his clothing, and a wound ill his shoulder. Even then his friends
were unwilling to believe that he had been murdered, and in
tended to bur} hiiu without an inquest. An old sol. lier, however,
who had seen uianv wounds received in battle. dt·('larf-~<l that
nothing but lead ha~lllla.de the hole in the <1eU(llHHU'~ shirt and
body. A Coroner (Benjamin Bevier) was then sent for; and the
nearest physicians (one of theiu his son Benjamin) were requested
to be present. A jury was also sununoued.

The scenes and incidents of the investigation which followed
have no parallel in the history of Sullivan, 0.1H1 afford us a glimpse
of things uluiost too shocking for credence.

A crowd of people surrounded 'Tan Benschotcu's house, wlu-re
the inquest took place. Some of them C(11UP with jugs of nun
in their hands, and too lllany were rendered jul iilaut hy tln- d(~atl!

of their enenl)" and by whisky, Que who had been ~llgagpc1 ill
butchering hogs, 011 reaching ·V~J.n Benschoteu's, exclaimed, .. Fin«
day for killing I" and while looking at the hotly of the unmh-n-d
man, said, ~'tha.t is fatter pork than I killed to-day." While the
physicicUls were dissecting to find the ball, one of whom Was
unfrieudly to him, this man remarked, with an oath, ., That's
more than I expected to see-my two greatest enemies, one
cutting the other up." 'Vhen the body was opened, and the
heart exposed, he cried, '"My God! that's what I have longed
to see for this llHtny a day I"

Another COlllposed and sang an obscene song, in which he
described the death of Hardeubergh ; the gathering of the birds
to feed on his dead body, etc. This afforded much amusement,
and was repeated so often that SOUle can Jet recite parts of it.

1\. woman whose descendants are among the most respectable
citizens of Fallsb~~'gh, declared that :' Gross ~ad .~one t? hell to
fee more lawyers;' and one of the witnesses (Abijah Willey) on
being asked whether he knew who shot Hardenbergh, declared
that he did not; but expressed regret that he did not himself do
the deed, as "Doct. Ben. had offered two hundred acres of land
to have his father put out of the way."

'I'hese sayings evoked shouts of merriment from the crowd.
In vain the Coroner endeavored to preserve order. Decorum
and decency were banished, and "horrid mirth ruled the hour."

From the evidence elicited at the inquest and the examinations
and trials which followed, it appeared that at the time of the
murder, the assa.~sius Were posted behind a tree 'which then
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stood about eight rods from the road; that there were probnbly
three of them, judging from their footprints; that they had cut
away the laurels and other shrubs which obstructed their view
of the road, which WRS then about its width west of its present
bed; that the ball had entered Hardenbergh's shoulder and
passed to his backbone, which was broken; and that the spinal
column 'was injured in such a way that the shock to his nervous
system instantly deprived him of sensation. This accounted for
the fact that he did not hear the report of the gun, and supposed
that he was injured by being thrown from his horse.

It appeared that one of the sons of J tunes Bush was in the
neighborhood on a visit, and that he wus in the woods with his
~n on the day of the murder; that a man named ,John G. Van
Benschoten, and one or two others were similarly employed;
and certain circumstances were so strongly against one David
Canfield that he was held for the crime; but it was shown that
at the time the murder was8erpetrated he was not in the valley.
and he was discharged, thers were su..spected, and several
were arrested fig principals or accessories :" but nothing import
ant was elicited. It is probable that there were individuals in
the" infected" district who could have furnished evidence which
would have led to the detection and punishment of the criminals ;
but these person~ considered reticence a virtue, and withheld
what they knew. ,,:"e -are led to make this declaration because
there are persons now living who relate that when the report of
the fatal shot was heard in the valley, HODle suspected what was
going on, and one (Jacob Sarr, who was assisting John Coney
at the dug-way) slapped his hands, and said, "That's a dead
shot! A d-d fut old buck has got it now!"
. However this may be, the guilty secret has never been divulged
In such a way as to lead to punishment. It has been rumored
that a suspected person who had moved westward, on his death
bed confessed that he assisted at the murder; hut that he stub
bornly refused to say who were his accomplices. 'Ve have the
name of this individual; but must withhold it, because we do
not wish to record what mnv be unfounded. If there was a
conspiracy in which several "·ere involved, the secret has been
well kept. Guilty souls have undonbtedly gone to the ",Judg~

of all" burdened and blackened with this terrible crime, and
resolved to defy the justice of Heaven, rather than reveal who
were their partners in guilt.

After the murder, such of the settlers as had not abandoned
the valley, or had not become hopelessly embarrassed by the
expenses of litigation, found no difficulty in making satisfactory

• One of these was Jacob ~fa.raquat. Be was a. soldier or the Revolution, and died
at Cochecton, January 5. 184-1, whe-re hr- was burie-d v..ith military honors.
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arrangements with the hell'S of Hardenbergh. Several members
of the family became residents, and lived amicably with the
people who once were so inimical toward them.*

It is noteworthy that a grandson of Gross Hardenbergh, after
being reduced to poverty by the dissipation of his father and
grundfnther, hud a controversy with a wealthy citizen concerning
it portion of the property which was involved in the dispute of
1808, and that, after murdering him, he defended his conduct in
the same manner as the murderers of his ancestor defended
thei ,errs i

Herman M. Hardenbergh, who compromised with the settlers
who had bought of the Beekmans, as 'well as his brother Thomas
R·.~ and SOllie other descendants of Gross Hardenbergh, became
permanent residents of Fallsburgh. With one or two exceptions,
they were among the most respectable and worthy citizens of
Sullivan. Heruiun )1. was much beloved by his neighbors, and
even won the confidence and respect of those who were concerned
in the murder of his father. In 1829, he was elected Member
of Assembly, and received all the votes cast in the county for
that office except ninety-eight, The following editorial notice
of his death was published in the Albany Daily ...-ldoertiser of
~Iarch 22, 1830:

"Herman ~I. Hardenbergh, ~Iember of Assembly from Sulli
van county, was found dead in his bed, yesterday morning, at
his lodgiugs at Gourley's. This sudden and afflicting dispensa
tion of Divine Providence has caused among our CItizens and
his colleagues in the Legislature, deep reflection on the uncer
taintv of life, and much sympathy for his sorrowing friends.
He ":<1S, on the previous evening, apparently ill good health, and
conversed with his friends with his usual cheerfulness. He was
H. luau highly esteemed, and 'was elected to the ...Assembly at the
last election, almost unanimously."

His funeral was attended by the acting Governor of the State,
the Htmate and ...Assembly, the Chancellor, Justices of the 8u
pl't:'IlW Court and Circuit Judges, the State officers, and a con
course of citizens and strangers.

The post-office in the upper neighborhood was named Has
brouck, in honor of Anthony Hasbrouck, a wealthy resident.
This gentleluan was murdesed in his own house, and in the
presence of his family, on the 20th of December, 1840, by Cor
nelius \v. Hardenbergh.

. \'.', , LlJ"" grl·:nlv indebted to U. R. Jr-lliff, atrornev and counselor at law of "·O<ii.l
i.~u. I,•.: for illf"ormatil)U iu regard to what (.).1 inl\l~J,jtli!!t:o; t--rm thr- H.wt.lenlX'rgh war.
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Hasbrouck, for many )"ears, was one of the most prominent
citizens of Sullivan, He was a man of wealth, and an active
and influential democratic politician. In November, 1833, he
was elected Member of Assembly, 'when he received 2B2 majority
oyer Hiram Bennett, who was acknowledged to be a popular
member of the opposing party. He represented the democracv
of Fallsburgh in almost every democratic county convention for
several years, and in 1838 'was a candidate for Representative
in Congress from the District composed of Ulster and Sullivan
counties, in opposition to Rufus Palen, whig, when he ran con
siderably ahead of his ticket, although Palen was a man of great
wealth, respectability and popularity,

Hasbrouck was salient and angular in habits and appearance.
He scorned those 'who were indolent or ashamed to labor, and.
in the rough habiliments of the workman, participated in tile
physical exertions necegsary to the prosecution of his affairs.
He had a marked aversion to those who resorted to tricks and
stratagem in their dealings, and particularly to those 'who in
dulged in litigation concerning frivolous affairs, 'when their labor
was necessary for the comfort and support of their families.
For this class, in his transactions with them, he had no mercv,
while to the industrious and 'well-disposed, he 'was kind and
generous. Such a man always has warm adruirers and friends.
and. equally warm opponents and enemies,

It is noteworthv, also, that he was connected bv birth and
uurrriage with manv respectable families of Ulster HiHl Sullivan.

Cornelius ,r. Hardenbergh, the murderer, 'was the son of
Doctor Benjamin Hardenbergh, and grandson of Gross Harden
bergh who was murdered near ,\~oodbourne, in 180ft Major
J ohannis Hardenbergh, an original proprietor of the Great
Patent, was one of his ancestors." His mother 'was Cornelia
\Yyncoop, the descendant of a long line of aristocratic Dutch
nncestors, the panels of whose carriages bore the picture of a
barrel of wine, and an old man in a quaint Holland costume,
with a glass of wine in his hand.

Both the Hardenberghs and Wyncoops were in affluent cir
cumstances when the Doctor espoused ~Iiss "iyncoop-proud
of their riches, descent and social position. While they looked
upon the Innny as their inferiors, they acknowledged no superiors.
They were haughty, headstrong and domineering, and sought to
impress these characteriaties on the minds of their offspring.
Improvident and convivial-i-scattering with a liberal hand, and
gathering as if the acquisition of property were beneath their
dignity-not regarding education as the "'mainspring of intel-

• Life and Confession of C, w. Hardenbergh. Johannis Hardenbergh, jr., a SOil
of the" Patensee." was lli.<ol ~I'f.at-~nrl.fatht".
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Iectual force-it is not surprising that they lost wealth and social
prestige.

"llen Doctor Hardenber~hwas twenty-one years of age, he
became largely interested ill Great Lot No. 3. III 17g6, he
married. Three years afterwards he moved into the Neversink
country, as the "'region now embracing Fallsburgh, Liberty,
Rockland and Neversink was then called. As soon as Cornelius
was able to ride a horse, his father sent him on errands through
the woods in all directions. By the time he was seven yea~

old, he had traveled on horseback and alone over all the region
within ten miles of home, following cow-paths, ridges, streams,
-etc., and had even gone on the business of his father from Lib
erty to Kingston, and back. "Then he was eight, he drove a
team from Liberty to Kingston, and to various other places in
Ulster county. He was a very bright, active boy, but too wild
and heedless to submit to "'the ~liscipline of school. His
father placed him for a time under an excellent teacher of Mar
bletown named Hume, 'who found it inl})osRible to control the
young savage, and afterwards, in his tent 1 year, he was sent one
summer to Kingston Academy, when he spent the greater part
of the time among the neglected and vicious children of the"
streets. In the language of his "Life and Confession," written
:3 few days before his execution, "He was nursed in the lap of
parental indulgence, his grandmother "rynl'OOp being the only
one who gave him any religious instruction, and that was not
sufficient to leave a lasting impression ; so that it might be said,
he never had any, but was suffered to run at large, and was
Indulged in every childish wish." And it further appears, that
the most important lesson taught him at home, was that he W~
better than the sons of the fanners of the surrounding country."
Pride, without intelligence, refinement and virtue, is sure to pl'O-

-duce a han-est of disgrace and humiliation.
After the murder of his grandfather (Gross Hardenbergh) the

Iamilv moved to Stone Ridge, where Cornelius became a distiller,
teamster, and man of all work for his father; and where nothing
was taught him except family pride. Here he learned to swear
and drink as recklessly as any of his youthful associates. Here
he lived until he was eighteen years old, when he discovered
that his father had become a drunkard, and mismanaged and
squandered his property in such a way that, unless a change
took place, the family would soon be reduced to poverty. This,
instead of haying a salutary effect upon himself, led him to
emancipate himself from home-influences, and go back to lib
erty, where he indulged in the very vices which he had observed

• Ie I was tau~bt little except to spurn with contempt all considered beuestb me in
birtb and riches.' -I.if~ and C()nfessi~of C. W. Hsrdenbergh.
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in his father. He not only fell under the influences of evil
cOlnpany and gra.tifie(l his appetite for rum; but indulged in
licentious actions. Through deception and falsehood, he suc
ceeded in his warfare UpOll female virtue; and he followed the
practice until he was frightened into a better course by his
superstitious fears. .A'J)oor but virtuous girl, W'hose father was
about to remove to a istant part of the country, through the
basest treachery and force, became his victim. After her ruin
was accomplished, and he imagined he was rid of her, according
to his "Confession,' she returned to punish him for his wick
edness. He says:

"One morning, as I lay in bed, this young woman appeared
to me in all the horrors the mim1 can imagine, and more than
tongue can describe; her hair hanging loose and disorderly
around her shoulders ; her countenance pale and wan; her eyes
swollen with shedding tears, and fixed upon me with an intensity
that struck horror through every vein and paralyzed the brain,
while I could not move mv eves from the blood that seemed to
gush through her breast fl:oni' a broken heart; at the same time
extending her clay-cold arms with a small infant, all besmeared
with blood, to me, crying, "Her~. thou wretch! take the reward
of thy iniquity!' This for a short time caused a reformation in
me; but the impression soon wore oft". I thought it nothing
more than a. dream, yet never forgot it. I can unhesitatingly
:oJ&J, it prevented mJ practicing the same villainy on other un
fortunate young women."

In this instance. it cannot be denied, remorse and the night
mare were overruled for good.

Not long after Cornelius went to Liberty, he induced his father
to follow him. From a drunkard, the old man soon became a sot,
and engaged in every kind of debauchery. This produced do
mestic broils, and rendered his horne the abode of discord and
misery. The mother reviled at the father for his dram-drinking,
and neglect of his business and family, and at Cornelius for
associating 'with young men who were his social inferiors. She
WaR engaged in a dispute with the latter, when he was twenty
years old, about his companions. The Doctor caine into the
house at the time, and joined with his wife against Cornelius,
when the latter upbraided his father with the cOlllpany l.e kept,
which so enraged him that he gave the young man a flogging.
This indignity caused the son to abscond from the parental roof,
He started for Lumberland ; but stopped three miles from horne
at Buckley's tavern. The Doctor followed and begged the truant
to return; but he stubbornly refused to do so. After humbling
himself almost to the dust. the old man went home much de
jected, and Cornelius took' an extra dram. His mother and
others of th-- faiuilv also carne to S~.t~ him, offering many induce-
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ments for his going back, all to no purpose. Among other
things, his mother proposed to give him two hundred acres of
land. After they had done all they could, he told them if they
would rent him the Reed farm, and let his sister keep house for
him, he would go there. To this they joyfully agreed. He lived
on the Reed place with his sister as housekeeper until she left
him, when he married his cousin, who seems to have been an
estimable woman.

We do not propose to give the full history of his life-the
continued misconduct of his father, which led to bankruptcy?
the separation of his father and mother, the connection his father
formed with another woman, the removal of Cornelius from
place to place, his poverty, his struggles to maintain his family,.
etc. It is sufficient to say, that a few years before the murder
of Hasbrouck, he was the occupant of a. log-house, in the town
of Rockland, with his wife and five children, holding a contract
for seventy-five acres of land, for which he had agreed to pay
one hundred and fifty dollars. He was a farmer, hunter and
lumberman, and labored at whatever promised ready money•
.Although from the highest hills of that region, his eyes could
not reach the boundaries of the territory of which his great
grandfather 'was a joint owner, he "·3.S too poor to pay for the
few barren acres he occupied. Mrs. Depuy, his mother-in-law,
was still living, and owned, among other pro~ert.Y, a grist-mill,
saw-mill and turning-shop, at Hasbrouck. "ith severe toil, he
raised a few bushels of grain, and a few vegetables on his poor
place. To him the grist-mill seemed a source of almost inex
haustible wealth, and he dreamed of the time when Mrs. Depuy's
estate would be divided among her children, and he would be
once more a man of consequence through her death-the only
event which promised to better his condition, and render his
family comfortable.

The birth of his fifth child caused him to turn his attention to
religious matters." But there was no clergyman near, and his
neighbors were as ignorant as himself in regard to holy things,
and he found it difficult to tread the right path. However, he
and some friends got together, read tlie Bible, talked to each
other of what they read in it, and united in praying. Soon a
Methodist preacher visited them, whose teachings were good, but
whose conduct 'was bad. This was a stumbling-block; but it
W8£ surmounted, and a society or class was formed, of which

• 80 he ~Y8 in his "Cl)nfl~l\si4)Jl": but at his trial for murder, it. appeared that &.
whirlwind was the moving cause of hi~ piety. TIlt' whirlwind was half 3. mile wide,
and moving directly toward hi~ house. prosrrating everything in its course in some
places; in others, twi~;in~ the tree-tops t.)~~th.·r. It W38 in a. direct course for over
three miles, and when within half a. mile of his lJOU!w. turned aside. and left bim and
his ramil)' unharmed, Soon afk'" thitl T.'rritk manifestation, he exhibited religions
f~ling~. From this time, too, he was a rigid temperanee wall.

16



Hardenbergh and his wife were members. Thereafter, to the
day of his execution, he was a professor of religion, and practiced
its forms, not only publicly, but privately. Even when he was
a condemned and shackled criminal in his cell, and he supposed
no eye but that of God was upon him, he would not eat a morsel
of food until he had "asked a blessing." To this the writer can
testify from personal knowledge.

After he made a. "profession" of religion, he obtained the
oversight of some wild lands in his neighborhood, for the purpose
of keeping others from stealing valuable timber. But he was an
unfaithful agent, He kept others from stealing. but did not
hesitate to cut the best trees on the tract, and take the logs to
3 neighboring sa,v-mill,where they were sawn for his own benefit.
He sued some for trespass, who finally caused him to be prose
cuted for his own wrong-doing; but he got out of the difficulty
by a trick. This caused neighborhood-broils, and the 1088 of
time and money; yet he held fast to his religion, such as it was.

He had four years in which to pay for his farm; he had bor
rowed one hundred dollars from Doctor Jacob Wurtz, of New
Paltz, which he had expended in improvementa; he had paid
nothing for the seventv-five acres, and his contract was about
to run out, when he went to Doctor ,Vurtz, and induced him to
pay for the land, and secure himself by taking a deed for it.

In August, 1838, Mrs. Depuy, his mother-in-law, died. Some
said her decease afforded him lleasure. This he indignantly
denies in his "Confession," an protests that it was the most
grievous event of his life.*

There were nine heirs, besides her husband, who, it seems,
had nothing more than a life-interest in a portion of the estate,
and none in the balance. Besides the mill there was property
valued at $3,273.50. The latter consisted principally of wild
lands, which were sold to various persODS. Hasbrouck bought
one lot of ninety-seven acres. From these sales, Hardenbergh
expected to get upwards of $360 in cash, more than enough to
pay all his debts. Probably the height of his ambition at this
time was to pay for the land he OC~~tied, and own a yoke of
oxen, a. few other cattle, and a 8aW- ill, In Ma.y, 1839, he ex
pected to get his share of the money, but was chagrined when
he found that the great part of the purchasers had given their
notes. But he assented to the arrangement, in the belief that
the notes would be divided among the heirs; that he would re
ceive one, and sell it, and thus be enabled to pay for a. yoke of
oxen he had bought. This was promised him, but the notes
were all made payable to C. W. Brodhead, one of the heirs, and
left with him for collection. This greatly exasperated Harden-

• Soon after her tit,. th, he built • trame-hoaao aDd • bam on hie farm.
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bergh, and he threatened to "put the whole thing in law at the
first Court that set." In vain Brodhead offered to help him
borrow money bv being his suretv, Some of the notes were his,
and the other heirs had no right"to place them beyond his con
trol. Much running to and fro ensued; lawyers were consulted,
and the every-dav duties of life neglected. One of those in
debted to the estate (Hon, Joseph Grant) paid Hardenbergh
fifty dollars; he borrowed some mon~J' of James Gildersleeve,
etc. Then some of the heirs met at Hasbrouck's, divided the
notes by lot, and left Hardenbergh's share with Hasbrouck.
With this, too, he was dissatisfied, although he had previously
demanded such a division, Before he called for it, the note
which fell to him was paid, and Hasbrouck had all t.hat was
coming to him (Hardenbergh) in cash, except his share of the
mill property, and of the ninety-seven-acre lot bought by Has
brouck.

The grist-mill was valued at $5,000. One of the heirs at first
offered $4,500 for it; but the others refused to sell it to him.
The heirs, after much mismanagement, offered to sell it to Has
brouck ; but he at first refused to buy. Afterwards three of
them went to him again and offered him their shares, when he
told them that if they would secure him two more shares and
put him in possession, he would give them at the rate of $3,500
for it, if they would include ninety-seven acres of wild land in
the sale. T'his wild land had previously been bought by him,
and he had a deed for it. The other two shares were procured,
and Hasbrouck became the owner of five-ninths of the mill
property, and took possession of it. Soon after each of the
others, except Cornelius, sold out to Hasbrouck.

At this stage of affairs, Hardenbergh went to Hasbrouck's to
get what was coming to him from the first sales. His reception
was very pleasing; he was invited to stay all night-spent 8

very pleasant evening-and went to bed pleased with hIS host
and the 'world generally. But about three o'clock the next
morning he awoke, and began to be s~cious that Hasbrouck
intended to entrap him, ete. While agitated by these fancies,
according to his "Confession," the ghost of his mother-in-law
stood before him. He says:

"The first sight gave me a wonderful shock, My blood
seemed completely congealed, As soon as I had sufficiently
recovered from the alarm, I attempted to rise, and hit my head
against the side of the room, which caused me to put rn)· hand
on my head. I fell down on my pil101l. again, resting my head
on my hand, and thinking about It, when she seemed to stand
fully before me, and spoke in great earnestness, as she did
twenty years before. She appeared fresh and stern. and said.
4 Never mind your heed-s-you 'will break down his stone wall ye-t.'
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(The house is a stone one.) She told me never to sign off-that
there was a con8~iracy against mo-e-that I must not take any
money that morning-s-that if I did I 'would be deceived. She
then vanished. I then reflected Oll my situation and her death.
This drew on a bad feeling and a flood of tears; so much so that
I thought they would hear me throughout the house."

At this time Hardenbergh did not know that the Barlow note
of one hundred dollars, which was left with Hasbrouck for him,
had been paid. According to his "Confession," Hasbrouck
offered him the money for it minus the interest. This was in
dignantly rejected. Hasbrouck then told him the note was paid,
and offered him the JllOney with interest. Relnemberin~ his
dream or vision" of the previous night, he refused to receive it
unless Hasbrouck would warrant the luoney good. This the
latter would not do, and Hardenbergh then, assisted by the
other, took memoranda of the bills, after which he went away,
and found that one of the bills for five dollars was on a broken
Bank. He says that on his way home he had three fits.

Within a week Hasbrouck followed. him to Rockland, paid
him all he claimed, exceft fifty dollars, which he declared was
due him for his share 0 the ninety-seven acres of 'wild land
which had been sold before Hasbrouck got possession of the
mill property, and offered to buy his (Hardenbergh's) interest
in the mill, But the latter would not sign off until he was fully
satisfied in all other respects, and not then with a threat hanging
over him.

From this time there was nothing but trouble and disturbance.
Hardenbergh ran about the country, consulting his relatives and
others, and Hasbrouck bought a note of fifty-six dollars against
him, and sued him before Esquire Jaules Divine. This rendered
him almost frantic. He refused to sleep in bed at home, not
withstanding his wife used all her influence to make him demean
himself in a more rational way. From Thursday until the Sat
urday previous to the murder he wandered about through Nev
ersink, Fallsburgh and Liberty, trying to make an arrangement
to pay the note Hasbrouck held, and detailing his grievances.
He failed to get money, and received no satisfactory advice..

Thus far we have given the circumstances as related by him
in his "Confession." 'Ye will now turn to the evidence given at
his trial for more reliable information.

That the deed was premeditated appears from the testimony
of several witnesses. In October he had said to Henry H. Davis,
one of Iris neighbors, "D-n it, Hasbrouck ought to be shot."
"He deserves to die. He wants to take property which I ought
---------_._-_._--- _._._-_.

• He f'r6<\ueutlv spoke uf what occurred while he was in bed at Hasbrouck's as &
.. drearu or VIsion. r, It was nothing morn than a dream or nightmare; but it bad a~
much eft~~ on hie aupersntious DlirHI as if i{ bad been supernatural,
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to enjoy myself." During the same month, h~ told Judge Grant,
that his brothers-in-law were willing to take the bread from his
children's mouths, and give it to Hasbrouck; "but he "ill not be
benefited by it long, and you will see it." About the same time,
he said to General Niven, that he was determined to tIJ~ to settle
with Hasbrouck, and if he could not, "then he should die." On
the Thursday previous to the murder, he declared t-o Samuel
Adams of Neversink, that, rather than starve, he would "'kill
old Ant. Hasbrouck." According to his own declaration while
in prison (but which did not appear in evidence at his trial) on
the same Thursday, his wife upbraided him in relation to his
troubles, and that he answered her by saying, "Hasbrouck must
surrender the property or die." She replied that he must not
think of such a thing; but from that moment he was determined
to kill him, or bring him to terms, and made the necessary
preparations.

On Saturday he went to Liberty, where he purchased a pistol
of Ebenezer Bush; powder of Benjamin P. Buckley, and lead of
Doctor John D. Watkins, He 'was very particular in t-esting
the pistol, which he fired at an inch-board thirty yards distant.
The ball paRsed through the board, and he was satisfied with it.
He also inquired at the several stores for a hunting-knife or
Bowie-knife, When asked what he intended to do with these
things, he generally replied, "I am going to kill a venomous
beast." He also got a man named Lewis Smith to run him some
bullets for his pistol. He then went home.

The next morning (Sunday) at 8 o'clock, he came to the house
where his mother lived, about one-half mile from the M. E.
church of Liberty. He told her he had breakfasted at home*
drank a cup of tea with her-s-spent the time until the hour for
morning service in conversing on religious subjects-went to
church-demeaned himself seriously and devoutly-took dinner
with his mother-staid with her an hour or two, and then left
with his brother Jared, taking with him the gun mentioned in

• "Whether before or atter breakfast I do Dot remember. I read two chapters in
the Bible, the 17th and 18th of Psalms, and then went to pra~"er in compan)" witn mv
wife, as was our cust-om before breakfast. • • • My reading the said chapters waR
purely accidental. lory prayer was &8 usual, praise for the abuudant mercies shown
me; lor the aftlicted. m s'plrit, mind and body, and in particular for Hasbrouck-c-that
the Lord might change h18 heart and make him sensible of the afflirtioo he was bring
ing upon the already afflicted, and that it would please God to euable me to overcome
Jilin Dy charitable feelings. and not with an)· spirit of malignity, and that our differ
en res might be amicably adjusted, in truth and justice, and both made sensible of the
error of our ways, and our natures changed from this worldlv care to that of our eternal
salvation. As soon &sit was sufficiently Iight t-o 800 t-o walk. I started and took my
pistol with me, • • • and also my BOn's gun. - • • When I (:a.DJ~ to tho top of
the mountain so that I could SeE< the roads, havin~ the gun in my hands, I thonght if
I went through the village of Liberty, the people would take uotic« of it, and that the
cause of God would be injured. 80 t went across-lots all tho wav to mother's. When
I got there, I went to the barn and left the g'UU there for fpar the children mig-ht g('t
hold of it. My mother did Dot~ the gun, neither did she know that I had an~· arms
about me."-Life and Confession of Hardellbergh.
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the foot-note. They walked together some distance, when Jared
went home and Cornelius proceeded to Hasbrouck's. Just be
fore reaching the residence of the latter, while crossing a bridge,
he knelt and prayed "that the cup might ;pass from him; that
he might not be under the necessity of killing Hasbrouck; but
that the latter might adjust the dispute amicably." He then
went to the house, where he found Hasbrouck and his wife, a
little daughter of O. H. Bush (Hasbrouck's grandchild), and a
Mrs. Nancy Depuy,* at supper. He was asked to take a seat;
but declined, saying his boots were dirty, and went into an ad
joining room, where he pulled off his boots. Leaving them there,
he returned, and sat down. He had not yet brought the gun
into the room with him. Some conversation then took place
between the two men about their affairs; but with no satisfac
tory result. Hardenbergh asked Hasbrouck, among other thing~,
if he was willing that he should hold his wife's share of the mill,
pay his part of the expenses, and receive a fair proportion of
the profits. Hasbrouck replied that he would not liold J?roperty
that way with anyone. They talked also about the SUIt before
Divine. Hardenbergh then went out, after putting on his over
coat and hat; but in a few minutes re-entered, with his gun
pointed at Hasbrouck, saying, "You have got to die to-night."
Hasbrouck Instantly sprang from the chair in which he W&''J

sitting, and seized hold of the gun, which he turned aside, and
downward as his assailant discharged it. The charge passed
through the floor at Hasbrouck's side, and about a foot from
him. The two men tlaen caught hold of each other, and a scuffle
took place, during which Cornelius struck the doomed man sev
eral times with his fist, and drew his pistol and shot him in the
abdomen. They were 80 close together that Hardenbergh was
compelled to tum partly around to fire. While this was occur
ring, the little girl ran from the house to alarm the neighbors.
After the pistol was fired, Hasbrouck exclaimed, "Leave me
alone. I am a dead man." They continued to struggle with
each other until Hasbrouck was partly clown, when Mrs. Lefever
cried, "Cornelius, what are you about?" He waved his hand,
and said, "Aunt, get out of the way I" She then ran out for
help. The assailant next drew his knife, and attempted to stab
Hasbrouck in the throat. To get at his throat more conveniently,
he endeavered to pull back Hasbrouck's head, when Mrs. H.
shielded her husband's neck with her hand, screaming, "For
God's sake, don't cut his throat! you have killed him already!"
The infuriated demon ordered her awa.y, and cut her severely
across the palm of her hand. He then continued to cut and

• Hasbrouck wu rela.ted to Ha.rdenbugb by marriage. lira. Depuy wu • Biater
or Docsoe Ik-njamin Ha~denbergh.
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stab his victim until the latter wrested the knife from him, and
stabbed him in the breast. The murderer then caught up a
chair, and struck the prostrate man two blows with it-threw it
away, and went out of doors to get a club to finish his bloody
work. Mrs. Hasbrouck bolted the door after him. She then
assisted her husband to 'walk out of the room-c-across the hall,
and into a back parlor. She left him there, locking the door
after her. She also fastened the front hall-door. While this
was goin~ on, she heard Hardenbergh break through the kitchen
door, and as she passed to the room in which they had had
supper, she saw him come into the hall, and go to the parlor
door and strike it with the club to break it open. She then
went out through the kitchen-door to the road, to see if help
'was coming, and met James S. 'Vells, Jacob Brodhead and Mrs.
Lefever, a few rods from the house. All hurried to the bloody
scene, As they approached, thev saw Hardenbergh leavin~,

with the gun in his hands. Brodhead said to him, "Case, 1A

that you? "~ha.t have you been doing?" Hardenbergh &D

swered, "If JOU advance, you are a dead man!" and went away.
They then entered the kitchen, and pa.qsed through the sitting
room and hall to the parlor where Mrs. Hasbrouck had left her
husband; but at first were greatly surprised at not seeing him
there. Brodhead cried, "'l\Yhere can he be?" They then heard
him under a bed, where he had crawled to hide while the mur
derer was kicking and pounding the door. He said, " Dear
friends, for God's sake, help me!" and then extended one of his
hands, which they grasped and helped him out. HO~t up
the bloody knife in the other, he said, "This is the . e he
stabbed me with. I fended oft" the rifle; but the pistol- I could
not." Brodhead proposed to send for a Doctor; but Hasbrouck
thought it would do no good. "It is no use. I am shot. I am
a dying man." In about fifteen minutes he was dead.

The body was found to be terribly cut and mangled. There
were some wounds on the head; the chin was cut; there was a
cut from the right angle of the mouth around on the neck, which
had severed the external carotid artery and jugular vein; there
was a stab on each side, and in each arm; the posterior of the
left thigh was cut nearly across; the ball had tom open the
abdomen near the navel, and lacerated the intestines, which
protruded from the wound, and there were other injuries. Sev
eral of these wounds were each sufficient to cause death.

An inquest was held by Giles M. Benedict of Monticello, who
was then a Coroner.

Hardenbergh went from Hasbrouck's house easterly to a hill.
According to his own deolaration, his object was to consider
which way to~go; that at firs~ he intended to go to Monticello
to give himself up; but finding that his wound was serious, he
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concluded to go to the house of his uncle; Thomas R. Harden
bergh, and surrender himself there. He went to the house; met
his cousin, Peter D. Hardenbergh, at the door; said he was "a
poor, miserable man, and had murdered ,A.nt. Hasbrouck;" did
not enter the hOUHe, fearing that he would frighten his aunt;
gave up his ~, saying, "That didn't do it;" and the pistol,
"This done It;" and asked his uncle to ascertain whether
Hasbrouck was dead. Thev then started in the direction of
Hasbrouck's house, and on the road met John A. Van Benschoten,
who told them that Hasbrouck was dead. On hearing this,
Cornelius said, "Then I shall die contented, and I expect by
the laws of illJ country I shall have to be hung." He hoped his
wound was fatal; prayed earnestly for death, and wished to be
taken to the mill, as he had a right there. He was brought to
the house occupied by L. Misner, at the mill, where he was kept
all night, and on the next day an examination took place before
James Divine, Esq., after which he was taken to jail on a bed
by a constable named Edwin Porter.

Hundreds flocked to the court-house to see him. TheI found
him pale and weak from loss of blood; but ready and willing to
give the most minute details of the shocking tragedy, and cool
and adroit in advancing arguments in defense of his own con
duct. His description of the affair 'Was 'wonderfully lucid and
graphic-much more so than that of anyone who witnessed the
murder, In giving the 'writer a history of it, he said, "I cut him
(Hasbrouck) across the thigh because, in reading one of my
father's books, I learned that one of the main arteries wes there.
I knew that if I could cut that, he would bleed to death." This

l>royes that he used his knife with butcher-like coolness, and that
us thrusts and slashes were not only fierce, but made with a

premeditated purpose.
To those who talked with him about the murder, he spoke as

follows:
Vi.,;itm·.-Hardenbergh, I am sorry to see you in this situation.
Hardenberqh.s-Li I had gone to law, the sum in dispute 'would

have been squandered. Hasbrouck was rich, and I poor. In
law, a poor man has not as good a chance as a rich one.

V'.-·You don't believe that a wealthy man has all the advan-
tag .}e.

H.-I renewed the whole matter, and concluded to take the
law into mv own hands.

',:-\rhat law did you have to take into Jour own hands?
H.-The law of nature.
J/:-It will not do for us to relv on that law. We have other

Iaws to protect us. '"
H.-\Vhen the Canadians came across the line to get our

property, we had a-right to shoot them.
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JT.-That is a different case. The)' became public enemies,
H.-Hasbrouck was a public robber. And I was an instru

ment in the hands of God to punish him.
As long as he lived, his mind on this subject did not undergo

a material change. "\Vhen asked why he spoke of the affair so
freely, for several months his usual answer was-" A defense is
useless. Too many witnessed the deed." But in time, his de
sire to live revived. Some one gave him Upham's Look 011

"Deranged Mental Faculties," and he found in that work evi
dence which satisfied him that he waa not only insane when he
committed the murder; but that he had been subject to aberra
tions of mind from the time he 'was six years old, 'when he
received a severe blow on the head. His memory then became
verv defective 8S to the material facts in regard to the murder,
He" could remember facts which placed Hasbrouck in an un
favorable light, and could distort others so as to blacken his
memory; but seemed to be oblivious as to every preparation he
had made to commit the crime of murder, or explained all his
previous words and acts with wonderful ingenuity, and of the
murder itself-that murder 'which he had described scores of
times with 80 much precision-he knew, or pretended to know,
absolutely nothing ! He continued to adhere to this theory of
his case as long as he lived. But a few days before his execu
tion, he thus described his interview with his victim on the even
ing of the murder:

., I asked him if he would allow me anything for the use of
the mill property. He said he would not. Then I said, 'Has
brouck, you ought or should consider that you are takinz the
bread out of the mouths of my 'wife and children, br 'withllold
ing the interest of the mill J)ropert:r from me.' "ith a stern
look of contempt he answerc ,'H you hale come here on busi
ness, do it; for I do not want to hear anything of that kind.'
Then I asked him if he 'was 'willing to divide the mill propertv
without having recourse to the law. He said, 'No. It must he
divided by law.' Then I asked him on what terms we oould
settle the suit. He said I might confess a judgment of $56, if I
had 8 mind to. At this I said, 'Hasbrouck, JOu hale destroyed
the peace of my mind and the peace of my family. I have left
my wife, whom you have defrauded, overwhelmed in grief and
trouble.' In a passion he exclaimed, 'I don't care a d-n for
JOu or your family, if I can only get JOur wife to sign off.' Be
fore Hasbrouck had fairly finished his sentence, my aunt, Nanc~
Lefever, began saying that I had been riding about all summer,
and that I had murdered that poor woman, my wife. Then all
feeling left me, and reason forsook her empire. All that I can
recollect after this is, I thought I must go away. I knew not
what I did until the fatal deed was done, and I had returned as
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far as the road that leads to the bridge, when I stopped and
found myaelf bleeding."

And yet, while he was stabbing and gashing his victim, he
actually remembered the position of a large artery, and with
savage precision severed it with his knife; and for months re
lated every circumstance with greater accuracy than the two
respectable and intelligent ladies who were present when he
slew Hasbrouck! .

Hardenbergh's trial took place in Monticello at the October
Circuit of 1841, before Hon, Charles H. Ruggles, Seventy-two
jurors were called, sixty of whom 'were Ret aside or challenged, be
fore a sufficient number were sworn and ~mpaneled. John Gray.
jr., William Wells, John Nelson, Benjamin Decker, Auguatus
Dodge, Asahel Hollister, Samuel We8t, Abijah 'V. Lewis, Ben
jamin Millspaugh, Daniel Bowen, jr., Israel P. Tremain and
Gideon Hornbeck composed the jury. Willis Hall, Attomey
general, Alpheus Dimmick, District attorney, and Archibald C.
Niven, appeared for the prosecution; Herman 1\1. Homeyn and
-Iohn Van Buren, for the prisoner, 'Villiam B. \Vright and
Nicholas Sickles were also engaged for the defense, but were
prevented from being ~resent at the trial by sickness, During
the prq!p"ess of the trial, John W. Brown, was added to the
prisoner s counsel.

The prosecution proved the killing, and sundry declarations
and acts 'which showed that the crime was premeditated and
from malice.

The defense attempted to prove that the prisoner was insaae,
and certainly established the fact that he had been eccentric in
many respects, They attempted to introduce traditionary testi
mony to prove that his great-grandfather was insane, but were
overruled by the Court. After a full and fair trial, which con
tinued five days, the jury retired for consultation, and in twenty
minutes brought in a verdict of guilty. Sentence Vias suspended,
to give the defense an opportunity to-procure a decision of the
Suprexie Court as to the correctness of introducing traditionaru
evidence in regard to the insanity of remote ancestors.

Hardenbergh spoke to one or two of the jurors, approving of
their Vfll4 dict, and was then remanded to prison. where he re
mained until the May term of 1842, when he was brought from
his cell for sentence. When asked why sentence should not be
pronounced in his case, he arose and delivered a. somewhat in
coherent harangue, in which he attacked some of the witnesses
who had testified against him at his trial; contended that he
was of unsound mind when he committed the deed; said that
the murder" was not the act of a poor individual, but the judg
ment of Almighty God upon a thankless, ungrateful, sinful people,
who wish to aggrandize themselves at the expense of the poor ;"
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and hoped that the Court would give him "time to make a full
disclosure of circumstances. He wanted to live only for thai
purpose."

The Court then sentenced him to be "hung by the neck until
he was dead" on the 14th day of July, 1842.

He was principally occupied during the next six weeks in
Wliting his" Life and Confession," and in alternpti'll{/ to break out
ofjaoiL He had rrocured no small table-knife with which he cut
away the head 0 a rivet which attached a chain to the shackles
on his ankles. This chain fastened him to the floor. He could
free himself from it at any time. He had also hammered his
handcuffs with a stick of 'wood 80 that he could slip them frOID

his wrists. With his knife, a short piece of wire, and a small
quantity of lead he had made a key which unlocked his door..
He had been out in the hall as far as the front door, and in n.
night or two more would have been at large; but Sheriff Kelley
put a padlock on the cell-door in addition to the other locks and
bolts, and occupied a cell close by as a sleeping-room. His es
cape was thus prevented; and on the morning previous to the
execution, being satisfied that he could not get away, he gave
the key, knife, etc., to the Sheriff, saying, "Here is the knife
with which I could have killed yon."

He was executed in accordance with the sentence oJ the Court,
by Sheriff Felix Kelley, assisted by his deputies, Anson Gale
and Henry Everard. By his request, Rev, Edward K. Fowler,
rector of St. -Iohn's Church, Monticello, and Rev, Isaac G.
Duryea, pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church at "roodbourne,
a.ttended him to the gallows, His bearing throughout Vias firm
and unwavering, but without bravado or ostentation. Through
out the day, his conversation bore the semblance of fervid piety.
He exhibited his eccentricity to the last; for he requested that
his body should be buried between his mother's house and barn,
and that 8. pair of old sliEr~rs, which he had worn in the prison,
should be interred with .

.After the death of Anthony Hasbrouck, MOBes Dean and
William M. Hall were prominent as merchants of the upper
neighborhood. The former removed to Sycamore, in Hlinois,
where he became a wealthy banker. While Mr. Hall lived here,
a very unusual accident occurred to one of his sons. While
busy with a pair of oxen, a chain attached to the yoke caught
his leg, which was instantly severed from his body.

Benjamin Grant was a merchant here in 1865. While he was
drawing kerosene from a barrel by candle-light, on the 30th of
Juna, the oil caught fire, and his store was destroyed.
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One of the early settlers of Woodbourne was -Iohn Tappen."
He 'was a native of Dutchess county, an offshoot of the re
spectable Esopus family of that name, and had served creditably
as a lieutenant ill the Revolutionary army. His descendants
state that previous to 1800, he bought two hundred acres ol
land on the east side of the river at Woodbourne, on which is
now a part of the ,ill~e. Besides the flats, his tract included
some ridge-land. While he 'was there, a saw-mill was erected
on the small stream which runs between the residences of Austin
Strong and Medad T. Morss. The quantity of lumber manu
factured at this mill was never large. Mr. Tappen received a
warranty deed, and paid cash for his land; but his right to it
was questioned by William A. Thompson of Thompsonville,
who claimed to be the real owner, and threatened to eject Mr. T.
From whom the latter claimed title, we cannot ascertain; but
we believe that he was one of the victims of Henry K. Beekman,
and Thompson, who 'was a shrewd and bold speculator, bought
of Gerard or Gross Hardenbergh. Tappen, although a brave
soldier, was frightened at the prospect of an endless lawsuit,
with its ruinous expenses. Probably knowing that his title
was good for nothing, and to avoid hopeless litigation, he com
prowised with Thompson, by giving up his fine property, with
Its improvements, and receiving a deed for eighty acres of wild
land north of Pleasant lake, in Thompson-the premises now
owned by his son, William Tappen.

Thompson also made a demonstration on the farm of James
Hill, west of the river, by coming there with a sun·eyor and his
assistants. "'~hile the intruders were nmning a line through a
'wheat-field, Hill attacked them with an ax, and threatening to
"chop them up," drove them away. The occupant was not
again disturbed, Probably Thompson was satisfied that Hill's
title was good, and for this reason proceeded no further in the
business.

WoodboIDne was not a place of much importance previous to
1830, at about which time Gabriel "\V. Ludlum became inter
ested in its affairs. He came into the county in 1826, and in
December of that year engaged in business at Hasbrouck, After
remaining there four ye8115, he commenced operations at W 00<1

bourne. He 'was a lawyer by profession-s-naturally obsequious
to his su:periors and affable to his equals; but too often brusque
and dommeering to those he esteemed his inferiors. "\Vhile of

·Jacob Conklin, subsequently of Denniston's ford, settled in Woodbourne previ
ous to 1790. He was a man of education ; had taken the wrong side in the Revolution,
and W&ll not considered safe in business affairs.-JfSS. of R. a. ChilrlJl.

The declaration of :B.G. Childs 18 probably based on common report, Wt.> have in
our possession evid ..m".· t~!.\t Conklin commnDcl('d a company (If Ulste-r County Militia
during the war, and that he was sometimes actively employed against the enemy,
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this county, and for several years afterwards, he was of "good
reJ?ute in church and state." He was whimsical, and generally,
WIth a crotchet predominant in his brain, was mounted on 8.

hobby. It was said of him that he was either "all horse, all
bull, or all hog."

After removing from the upper neighborhood, he overflowed
with projects for the advancement of Woodbourne, which he
believed would become a place of considerable importance. He
bestowed upon it its name. He had read in the newspaJ?ers, if
not in the works of Shakspeare, of 8. "bourne from which no
traveler returns," and hastily decided that Woodbourne* was 8

very pretty and very appropriate designation for his embryo
village. In 1830, with John Brodhead, jr., Jacob E. Bogardus,
Anthony Hasbrouck, Henry Misner, Charles Hartshorn, James
N. Rockwell, Nathan Hornbeck, Henry Southwick, H. Mo Har
denbeE1f and Benjamin R. Bevier, he projected a turnpike-road
from enville to Woodbourne. The proposed improvement
was not ~t first successful. In 1834, the bold proposition was
made to construct a road from the Wallkill bridge, in New Paltz,
via the Traps, Ellenville, 'Voodbourne and Loch Sheldrake, to
the house of Walter Gray, in Liberty. This, meeting with still
less favor, was abandoned in its turn, and efforts made to secure
a turnpike from Ellenville to Liberty. It was not until he re
moved from the town that the Ellenville and Woodbourne road
was made, when such men as Austin Strong, Anthony Hasbrouck,
C~arle8 Hartshorn and Jasper Gilbert consummated the enter
pnse.

In connection with his road projects was one to construct an
arched bridge across the Neversink, and in 1833, proposals were
issued for the stone and 'wood work; but the enterprise was at
that time a failure.

Ludlum was also identified, in 1831, and subsequent yeara,
with the project of making 8 railroad from Kingston across
Sullivan county to Owego or Chenango Point, and was one of
the Connnissioners to decide between the anticipated rival
claimants for stock.

He favored these things with the enthusiasm of a young girl
in pursuit of a. butterfly, and with an equal measure of success.
In other and smaller affairs he was more fortunate. We believe
that he was influential in removing the site of the Dutch Refonned
church-edifice from Hasbrouck to Woodbourne. In addition to
this, he built the fine stone mansion now (1871) the residence
of Austin Strong, and the store which was occupied by W. W.
Smith in 1869, in which year it was destroyed by fire.

• Bourn siguines & woodland stream or rivulet, a bound, a limit, & poin~ arrived Ai,
a goaL new :Soah Webster's Unabridged Dictionary.
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In 1831 commenced the era of tanning in Sullivan. In the
fall of that year John Eldridge laid the foundation of a large
sole-leather manufactory in '!'hompson, and Rufus Palen and
his partner Adams that of another at the Falls of the Neversink.
Lewis Bushnell was in search of a good place for another estab
lishment of the kind, and while thus engaged visited Ludlum.
The latter at once decided that a tannery- 'would cause a large
village to spring up at Woodbourne, and to him the future 'was
glorious with wealth and aggrandizement. He at once offered
to supply Bushnell with water-power gratis, and to open streets
sad give him alternate village-lots, if he would go on with the
tannery; but Bushnell's experience taught him that village-lots
around a tanne?" were not often a source of wealth. In addition
to this, Ludlum s evident lack of discretion in business affairs
led him to avoid being involved in financial matters with him.
Bushnell soon after located at 'I'annersdale, in Thompson. A
tannery, however, was almost immediately erected at "·ood
bourne, in 'which Austin Strong had a controlling interest. After
prosecuting the business successfully for several years, Mr.
Strong formed a business connection with Medad T. Morss, who
finally purchased Mr. Strong's interest, and was the sole pro
prietor until the establishment was destroyed by fire. As the
supply of he~lock-bark in the vicinity was limited, the factory
was not rebuilt.

In 1838, Mr. Ludlum became weary of the life he was leading
in Fallsburgh, and removed to Kingston, where he resumed the
practice of law, with James C. Forsyth as a partner. He was
not subsequently connected with the affairs of Sullivan, and,
like Forsyth, W8,M an exile from his family. He died on the coast
of the Pacific in 1872.

Some of his projects were in the end consummated. A good
turnpike, in 1838, was made from "roodbourne to Ellenville,
which was fterwards extended to Liberty, and by the shrewdness
of Austin Strong and Richard Oliver, means were provided for
spanning the X eversink with an arched bridge.

This bridge was the cause of an animated controversy in 1846.
In October, 1843, people who Iived in the neighborhood, to

build the bridge, raised $1,227.07 by subscription. Of this Bum
Austin Strong ga,-e $300; Richard Oliver, $100; Charles W.
Brodhead, Thomas Hardenbergh and Medad T. Morss, $50
each, making $550 of the $1,227.07. At the annual meeting of
the Supervisors in November of the same year, Mr. Strong, who
was a member of the Board, succeeded in securing an appropri
ation from the county of $600 to aid in the building of the work,
and the town Ionised by tax $200 in addition for the same pur
Eose. Thus the ~egate amount secured by subscription and
the two appropriations 'was $2,027.07. This, it WaH believed,
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was sufticient to build the bridge, which is about 250 feet in
length.

On the 20th of May, 1844, Austin Strong, Richard Oliver and
Charles W. Brodhead, the building committee, contracted with
Nd.thaniel F. Kile, of Liberty, to do a portion of the 'work, and
be promptly commenced it. Mter about $200 had been ex
pended on thelier in the centre of the stream, the work was so
much damage by a freshet, that it was necessary to remove
what remained of it, and to dig a pit in the bottom of the stream
in which to construct a foundation of brush and stone. This
was expensive, and retarded the work until late in the season,
when the wea.ther was 80 unfavorable as to render the cost
greater.

When the plank-flooring was laid, the committee found that
they had expended all the available meanslrovided for them,
and $889.54 in addition. They then applie to the Legislature
of the State for an enactment requiring the Supervisors of Sul
livan to .raise $1,000 on the property of the county in two equal
annual instalments, and $500 from Fallsburgh, to complete the
work. Their petition contained twenty-seven names, while there
were remonstrances against the passage of the act signed by
669 residents of the county. Richard Oliver, one of the building
committee, '\"8S then a member of the Assembly, and it w~
alleged that the parties to be benefited by the act procured his
nomination and secured his election to promote their project.
However this may be, he had sufficient address to insure the
passage of the act.

At their next meeting, the Supervisors took measures to raise
the moiety of the county and town appropriations 88 the law
required, but directed the County Treasurer to retain the money
until the entire amount ($1,500) was collected; they also stigma
tized the bridge as a private enterprise, and forwarded a memo
rial asking for a repeal of the law, and that the amount raised
should be applied to the payment of the county indebtedness.
A petition of a similar character, signed by 1,434 persons, was
also sent to Albany, and a remonstrance against repeal to which
but thirty-two names were attached. The county papers de
nounced the act, and arraigned Mr. Oliver and his colleagues at
the bar of public opinion, and a respectable delegation went to
the State capitol to procure an annulment of the act. Notwith
standing all this, and the additional fact that the member from
the county (William B. Wright) professed to favor repeal, and
that he was probably the most talented representative ever sent
to the lower House from the county, the act was permitted to
remain in full force. The memorial and petition were referred
to the Committee on Internal Affairs of Towns and Counties, a
majority and minority report were made to the Assembly, and
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no further action took place. The next Board of Supervisors
raised the balance of the money, as the law directed; the build
ing committee reimbursed themselves, and paid for covering
the bridge ; and thus temllnated an exceedingly bitter contro
versy. The bridge eost the county, $1,600; the town of Falls
burgh, $700; and those more largely interested, $1,227.07. Total,
$3,527.07. At this day, no one will deny that the work is a
necessity to a considerable number of the residents of the
county; but many will question the propriety of the means
employed to secure its completion.

Before dismissin~ the matter, it may be proper to state that
the building committee paid from their own pockets $889.54 in
the fall of 1844, and received that amount in return in 1848,
without interest.

In addition to the Reformed church, there is at Woodburne a
German Catholic church, of which Rev. P. Droste is the pastor.
The latter was built in 1860, under the pastorate of Father
Ranfeisen, and is known as the church of the Holy Trinity.

On the 24th of January, 1837, the remains of David "neeler
and David C. \Vheeler (father and son) were found nearly con
sumed by fire. They had taken a job of chopping for Charles
W. Brodhead, near 'Yoodbourne, and occupied a shanty made
of hemlock-slabs, near their work. In the ashes of this shanty
their dead bodies were discovered. It was supposed by some
that their shelter took fire, near its entrance, while they were
asleep, and that egress was thus prevented. Others suspected
that they were murdered, and that the shanty was set on fire to
conceal all traces of the crime.. Albert W. Wheeler, a son of
David, published a. card in the Repuhlican Weichman. soon after,
in which he denounced this suspicion as painful to the family of
the deceased, and injurious to others. Nevertheless many con
tinued to believe that the Wheelers were murdered. No inquest
was held.

Three brothers named Brown settled near the Falls of the
Neversink previous to 1797. One of them (Samuel) occupied
the O'Neil place; another (Thaddeus, who is mentioned in the
records of Mamakating) lived where the residence of Nicholas
Flagler now stands. The cabin of the third (Obadiah) was in
the neighborhood. They were Dutchmen, and naturally gravi
tated to warm, sheltered and easily tilled river-bottoms. Their
descendants are still living in F8llsburgh and other towns of
the county.

The river here descends a precipice said to be more than
twenty feet in height, and follows a. narrow channel through the
rocks for several rods. This channel is of considerable depth,
and on its sides the water, with the help of pebbles and small
stones, has worn numerous basin-like holes. 'I'hese will hold
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from one to many gallons, and are justly regarded as objects of
curiosity.

The Falls of the Neversink early attracted the attention of
speculators, The eese with which the river could be dammed,
the great water-power which could be wielded for manufact
uring purposes, and the fact that the Neversink: could be
bridged at this point at lees expense than at any other, and that
the amount of travel west-ward would probably flow over it, led
the Powells of Newburgh and others to make mvestments here.

On the 30th of March, 1810, the Newburgh and Sullivan
Turnpike Company was incorporated by the Legislature of the
State. Cornelius Bruyn, Jalnes Rumsey, Abraham Jansen,
John D. Lawson, John McAuley, Moses Hosekranse, Nicholas
Hardenbergh and Johannis T. Jansen 'were the corporate mem
bers, and the route was to extend from the northern part of the
village of Newburgh to a point at or near the Falls of the Never
sink, by the way of New Hurley, Sam's Point and ""awarsing.
The capital stock of the company was $35,000, and Jacob Powell,
John Crowell, J ames Mitchell, Levi Van Keuren and Simon
Bevier 'were appointed commissioners to receive subscriptions.
The object of the cOJnpany 'was "to open the western country,"
according to the act, and the road was intended to tap the route
from Kingston via Liberty, ete., to Chenango Point. During the
same session, an act was passed incorporating a company to
construct a bridge at the latter place.

On the 11th of April, 1808, the Ulster and Orange Branch
Turnpike Company was chartered. Walter Burling, Elnathan
Sears, Henry Patmore, junior, David Milliken, Elias Miller,
Charles Johnston, John Crosby, Alexander Thompson, junior,
and their associates were authorized to build a turnpike road
from the Newburgh and Cochecton road, in the town of Mont
gomery, to the Neversink turnpike," in Libert)", bi the way of
Newkirk's Mills on the Shawangunk river, Roosa s Pass, and
the Falls of the Neversink. The capital of the company was
$30,000. Elnathan Sears, Thomas Powell and John Conger
were commissioners to procure stock.

In 1808, Herman Ruggles and Henry Reed came to the Falls,
built a house, and engaged in business as merchants, ete. Their
house stood between the grist-mill and the old river-road.
Ruggles was a lawyer, and was admitted to practice in the
Courts of the county at the January Common Pleas and General
Sessions of 1810. There was but one lawyer in Monticello at
that time (Livingston Billings). Ruggles was a brother of
Charles H. Ruggles, who afterwards became a distinguished

.. See chapter OD Sevenink.
17
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Jurist.* A ssw-mill was built by them in 1808, and the grist
mill in 1809.

Thomas S. Lockwood bought out these men, as well as Jacob
and Thomas Powell, and accomplished much in developing the
natural resources of the Falls. He erected buildings, and in
:luced others to settle in the place. Abner Seeley, a mill-wright
employed in building the grist-mill, became the miller of the
place, and was succeeded by his son (Oliver) and his grandson
(Horace). He was H. warm admirer of the Methodists, and
named one of his sons in honor of Rev, Horace 'Yeston, and
another after Rev. James Quinlan, two pioneer preachers of the
Methodist society, In 1816, the Falls Vias known as Lockwood's
Mills.t

Lockwood was very active in promoting the construction of the
branch-turnpike, a work which was not completed until 1818. It
caused much vexation to owners of real estate located within five
or six miles of it. 'Vhen all other schemes to construct it proved
abortive, their property was taxed to make the road. This tax re
sulted in great advantage to Lockwood, who became the owner
of many fine acres of forest-land when they were sold by the
Comptroller, and the owners failed to redeem them. At the
time of his decease, in September, 1837, he possessed about
10,000 acres, nearly all of which were purchased at tax-sales.

The Lockwoods were from Newburgh, where they enjoyed
high social position. This fact will be more apparent if we state
that when La Fayette visited the United Stutes in 1824, he
opened a. ball given in his honor with a daughter of Mr. Lock
wood as his partner.

Thomas S. Lockwood 'was very influential in procuring the
erection of the town. He was opposed by the leading residents
.at the county-seat, who, to promote their partisan aims, labored
to prevent an excision from the area of Thompson.

It 'was proposed to bestow the name of Lockwood on the new
town. This met with no favor from him. He thought no resi
dent was entitled to the honor of having his name thus perpetu
ated, and that, as the Falls of the Neversink were the most
notable feature of its territor)", the name of Fallsburgh was
preferable to any other.

The river, a short distance below the Falls, was spanned by
an arched stone bridge in 1819. The abutments stand on the
bed-rock, and the work is one of the most substantial and en
during things of the kind in the State. Unmoved it has st-ood
the ebullitions of "the mad river" for more than half a century
although at times it has been in much peril. The great flood
of 1869 overwhelmed it. On the east side the parapet and

• Stltt,(;ment of Richard D. Childs, t ~~Rsio~ T~Wi of 181G.
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superincumbent stone and earth-work were swept away as far
down as the foundation. G-reat trees, stripped of their limbs
and roots, were hurled by the foaming flood, with the force of
many battering-rams, against the arch, 'which raised its head
above the subsiding flood, a :r.roud and enduring mouumeut of
the fidelity and skill of its builder-s-a 1\11'. Kelley, of Newburgh.

During Lockwood's days, the business of distilling spirituous
liquors was carried on in the old tannery boarding-house, where
many casks of undrugged whisky were made. A few years since,
the "pump" which supplied the water for the still was standing
in one corner of the kitchen.

.A.t the head of the rocky channel above alluded to is a sub
stantial dam, which, previous to the flood of 1869, furnished
'water to propel the machinery of two saw-mills, a turning-shop,
grist-mill and tannery. The flood of that year destroyed the
turning-shop and one of the saw-mills, and the business of tan
ning has since been abandoned.

Rufus Palen & Co. laid the foundation of the tannerv in 1881,
and the establishment commenced manufacturing sole-leather
in 1832. The main building was 350 feet in length, and ·10 wide,
and contained 160 vats, which were capable of holding 2.5,000
sides of leather. Four thousand cord" of hemlock-bark and
seven hundred of wood were used each year. From thirty to
fortv workmen were employed. Cost of raw material in 1845,
whi'n the business was in its prime, $45,144-value of manufact
ured articles, $65,360. Besides the main edifice, there were
other structures for the bark-mill, leaches and sweat-pits.

This establishment was in operation nearly forty years, and,
strange to say, was never burned down. Its preservation from
the usual fate of tanneries was due to the admirable rules estab
lished by Rufus Palen, and enforced by his associates and. suc
cessors. These rules nearly cost him hIS liberty and good name,
as he was indicted in 1832 for attempting to shoot a fellow who
persisted in smoking in the tannery-building.

~Ir. Finch, the builder, had in his employ a number of men
who habitually smoked while at work on the premises, notwith
standing l'f1". Palen had forbidden the practice. As free and
independent citizens they claimed the right to use tobacco at
any time and everywhere, and in the manner which best suited
them. A.n infringement of this assumed right they regarded a!ol
tyrannical and an outrage. Entering the tannery on one ocea
sion, Palen found a man named Brown, smoking, and after a
severe struggle, wrested his pipe from him, and threw him out
of the building. For this, one Hubbard excited the workman
against Palen, and he was threatened with personal violence.
l~nder the circumstances, the latter deemed it expedient to pro
vide himself with a pistol, which he afterwards attempted to use
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in self-defense; but it was wrested from him by Hubbard, on
whose complaint he was arrested, and tried on a charge of
assault and battery with intent to kill. Palen was tried before
a democratic judge. Political asperities 'were acrid at that time.
The alleged offender was an influential whig. In the democratic
party there was a bitter feeling against him. Nevertheless, after
a full and fair investigation, he was honorably acquitted.

In 1838, Rufns Palen was elected a representative in Congress
from the 7th district. In 1839, Edward and Arthur Palen, and
their cousin, Nicholas Flagler, became interested with Rufus and
James Palen in the business, 'which 'was then extended in vari
ous ways. Rufus died of consumption soon after his term in
Congress expired.* Although a very wealthy man, he was sin
gularly plain and unostentatious in his habits, His residence
was almost as humble as those of his workmen. His sterling
integrity, unusual foresight, and primitive ways, enabled him to
pilot his large ventures safely through the financial breakers of
his time. His reputation, like that of his business associates
and successors, was without a stain or a blot. The financial skill
of the firm was never employed to absorb the earnings of its
employees. The members took pleasure in seeing their work
men gradually "in. a competence, and we record it as a remark
able fact, that they paid compound interest to such of their
dependents as saved money, and let it remain in their hands.

The dam which supplied the Fallsburgh tannery with water
was the scene of a sad casualty on the 30th of November, 1837.
Henry, a son of John Quinlan, while skating, broke through the
ice. As young Quinlan was struggling in the water, a lad named
Stephen Kidd attempted to rescue him. He, too, was precipi
tated into the water, and both were drowned. Kidd had, on a.
former occasion, rescued a drowning boy.

On the 2d of June, 1841, an old man named Seeley, while
cleaning a ~pring in the neighborhood, fell into it, and was
drowned. His face only was in the water.

The hills and swamps in the vicinity of the Falls were once
noted places for hunting and trapping bears. The usual manner
of catching these animals was to make a pen of logs, with a door
at one end. This door was so arranged that it could only be
opened and shut from the outside. 'Vhen" set," it was raised
up; and it fell as soon as bruin meddled with the bait, securing
hun effectually. It was nothing more or less than an old-fash
ioned mouse-trap on a large scale, and with a slight variation,

An old settler named Seeley, on visiting a trap he had made,
found in it a cub, which he shot. He then laid down his gun,
raised the door, fixed it precisely as if he had set it for more

$ Gilbert W. Palen became a member of the firm in 1848.
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game, and entered to take out the young bear. ":"hile inside,
he accidentally touched the lever or spindle, when down fell the
door. Seeley was literally caught in his own trap. To get out
without help was impossible, and unless some one soon found
him, or he could masticate and swallow raw bear meat, he had
a somewhat gloom)" prospect of starvation. But this was not
the worst feature of his dilemma. He soon had reU~111 to {('ur
that, instead of eating the young animal, he would himself l)e
devoured by an old one. The cub's dam made her appearance,
and seeing her suckling in strange company, flew into a gpeat
rage, and rushed at the imprisoned hunter. \Ve believe he was
a pious man. If he had prayed to be delivered from the trap,
he now had occasion to pr-ay that it would hold hun securely.
The brute caught hold of the logs with her powerful fore-paws,
and tried to pull them from their places, at the same time biting
off large mouthfuls of 'wood and bark. Kot succeeding ill this,
she would run her claws through the crevices, and endeavor to
grab him, causing him to shrink as far and as small as possible
on the other side. As he changed his position, she changed hers,
and he found it prudent to move about in a lively manner, while
he shouted with all his might. Providentially, Philander Waring,
who was afterwards Clerk of the county, was in the same 'woods
hunting, and heard Seeley's cries for help. Hastening to the
spot, he shot the old bear, and released Seeley. When the
latter got out, he said, "Well, Philan, I think I know how a
mouse feels in a wire trap, with a cat watehin~ it." Philander
thought "very likely he did," as he laughed heartily at the
adventure."

In 1803, John Simpson, after selling his squatter-right to the
Ho~ farm in Tannersdale, took possession of the Stafford D.
O'N eill place. He probably bought it from Brown, the original
settler. Peter Simpson, a brother of John, at the same time,
went on the premises now owned by John D. O'Neill.

A neat Methodist Episcopal church was erected at the Falls
in 1846. M. E. Andrews was its builder. Near the church
stands the district school-house, an edifice which is creditable
to the people of the place.

As we have stated elsewhere, the river flats at Denniston's
ford were probably settled previous to the ~evolutionary'war.
The first authentic statement we can find In regard to that
region, is that in 1789, when J ames Hill came into the town by
the Sandburgh route, the flat at the ford had been occupied
many years by white people. ,re have already conjectured the
probable time of the settlement. Farther than this we cannot go.

• Hunters of Sullivan.
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In 1790, a man named 1Villiam Palmer was living near the
former residence of William F. Denniston, His antecedents
were unknown. Some imagined he was a fugitive from justice.
He was undoubtedly a rough character-one of that olass who
are ever prone to plunge beyond the limits of civilization, and
who find in the denizens of the forest, tempers and dispositions
congenial with their own. After 'Villiam A. Thompson came
to Thompsonville, and bought a tract ~f land 'which extended
from the Neversink almost to the Mongaup, a quarrel sprang
u.p between the two, and Palmer frequently threatened to assas
sinate his new neighbor, if the latter ventured upon or near his
premises. Thereafter he was seldom at ease. Apparently he
was one of those" whose hands are against every man." Dis
gusted with the new comers, with whom he had continual
~:-E:tes, he concluded to sell his claim and depart for parts

own. He soon had an opportunity to sell. A man named
Jacob Conklin came to Thompsonville in 1800, and after looking
for a place to settle, made Palmer a proposition, 'which was
accepted. The latter then left ihe country. This Conklin had
a son named Jacob, who is still (1873) living in the town.

Archibald Farr is mentioned in the old Records of Mamaka
ting as living at Denniston's ford. In 1797, he had a large
double log-house where Walter S. Denniston's garden now is•
.At that time, there was considerable travel by the way of this
ford, and FaIT kept a tavern,

In a few years many settlers came into this region. Daniel
Sturges (1798) had a house on the hill east of J. "T. Haight's
present residence. He was a giant in strength, and often put a
bushel of 'wheat on his shoulders in Orange county, and carried
it home without once taking it off, where his wife boiled it, thus
converting it into a coarse kind of mush.

Samuel Lawson lived on the Samuel Lord farm a short time,
and then sold to David Cudney. 1n 1803, Cudney transferred
his right of possession to Mr. Lord, and settled on what is
known as the Stratton farm. 'Yilliam Blanchard had the James
O'Neill place, which he sold in 1803 to Goold Lord.. John Lord
bought a place which Isaac Rundle claimed. The Lords were
brothers, and after bU)"ing the squatter-rights of the occupants,
'were obliged to obtain the fee simple of a widow Bleecker of
...Albany, who was the real owner. John and Goold soon left.
The place of the latter was owned many years by Platt Barnum
and his heirs. In 1858, Samuel died where he settled.

About 1796, Daniel Crawford, who had previously moved
from Marlborough, on the Hudson, to the town of Neversink,
settled on the east side of the river, about half a mile above
Denniston's ford. Four ye&~ later he built himself a dwelling
near the Rock House, on the west end of William T..Crawford's
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present farm. An anecdote of Daniel Crawford will illustrate
the dangers and excitement of pioneer life. He had made a
pen for a calf in the rear of his house, just opposite a. window.
Hearing a noise in the pen at night, he looked out of the
window, and saw what appeared to be two b3.11~ of fire, within
a few feet of where be stood. Seizing his gun, he fired. The
luminous objects disappeared, and all was still, He did not
venture to go out until morning, when a panther was found dead
c.lirectly under the window. The calf also was dead.

In 1802, John Atwell and William Bates built the house now
standing on the Willianl E. Fuller farm, and Lewis Cross the old
Courtright house, on the corner south of Daniel Perry's,

In 1803, Sylvanus Conklin erected the building in which
'Yalter S. Denniston lately resided, and occupied it as a. tavern.
.At the same time Silas Reeve put np the old Bell house near
Sandburgh. Reeve manufactured mill-stones, and was generally
absent from home. 'Vllile he was a'way, the fire went out, and
his ,,-ife traveled to Wllrtsborough, and brought back living
coals, in order to cook her meals! At another time, her cow
wandered off in the 'woods. 'Vhile looking for the estrav and
lost, Colenso-like, she got estray and IORt herself. She wasthree
days and nights in the forests without food. One night, while
perched on a high rock, she was serenaded' until morning by a.
pack of wolves, which made many unsuccessful attempts to
reach her. " They loved darkness rather than light;" for as day
daWIled they vanished, The people of Wurtsborough aided in
searching for her, and when found, she was exhausted and almost
speechless, having lain down to die.

Francis Andrews, a well-known and much respected citizen,
was here previous to 1806, for in that year, with Elijah Couch
and Nehemiah Smith, he was an Assessor of the town of Thomp
son, which then covered the region of Sandburgh and Glen Wild.
He settled on the hill east of J. W. Haight's residence.

The year 1805 brought the promise 01 better days. Johamiis
Miller, of Orange county, an influential man who was re
puted to be wealthy, had located at Glen :Wild, and was busy
In building, and in locating the streets of a future city, or very
large village at least. His avenues surmounted the hills of his
large tract of land. One of these eminences was to be erowner1
with a palatial residence, and its neighbors with churches, a
court-house, etc. He was outgeneraled by John P. and Samuel
:F. Jones, when, defeated, disappointed and disgusted, he re
!urned to Orange county. A large part of his real estate was
in the present town of Fallsburgh.

Elijah Couch emigrated from Fairfield county, ~nnecticut,
In the year 1805, and moved into the house of William Bates
and John Atwell. He eontrseted for: five hundred acres of land
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in the vicinity, and immediately built a house; but some diffi
culty arising "'in reference to hIS purchase, he removed to the
Miller tract. In 1806, Mary Couch opened the first school in
Miller Settlement, as the Glen Wild region was called.

Wild beasts in early times were great enemies of the farmer.
Jacob Conklin, in one night, had thirty sheep destroyed by
wolves, and about a dozen more torn and mangled. One of his
neighbors, while searching the woods for his cow, heard the bell
ring in an unusual manner, and on coming near, found that a
bear had killed and was devouring her. Being unarmed he ",'as
compelled to let the bear finish his meal.

The wolves, impelled by hunger, were often so bold as to
gather around dwellings, and were driven away only by fire
brands, or the discharging of guns.

'Yhen the grist-mill at Thompsonville was burned down in
1805, and the settlers were compelled to cross the Barrens to
get their grain ground, they sometimes followed a shorter route
than that afforded by the Sackett road and the turnpike. The}"
took their grain oyer this short route on their backs, or on the
backs of their horses, if they had such animals. A vehicle
could not be drawn over it, as It was nothing more than a foot
path.

Archibald Farr went to the nearest mill by this road. Not
getting his grist promptly, on his return darkness overtook him
while he was yet in the woods. Unable to keep in the path, he
was compelled to unload, tie his horse to a tree, and wait for
the return of light. The wolves were soon in motion. Howl
answered howl He prudently climbed a tree, and would have
taken his terrified horse with him if such a feat had been pos
sible. The animals in a short time surrounded him. The horse
heing securely tied, struggled in 'vain to escape. Its rearing
and plunging, and the shouts of Farr, probably kept the snarl
ing beasts back until morning, when they disappeared; but
Farr always declared that it was the fire the horse's hoofs struck
from a rock on which he stood. When light re-appeared, Farr
and his steed, trembling from the fright they had felt, resumed
their journey. Our informant cannot say whether they traveled
that road again between dusk and dawn, but we venture little in
asserting that they did not.

These pioneers often used pine-knots in the place of candles.
Bandboxes were made of white birch-bark taken off in large
strips, and sewed or wired to~ether; and some were even with
out pots, kettles and other Iron, brass and tin utensils, which
are now considered indispensable in the poorest families. Meat
and vegetables were cooked in wooden vessels by plunging into
the water, clean, smooth and red-hot stones, after the manner
of the Indians. Men and women wore homespun, and the
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children were arrayed in the simplest fashion-the girls in sum
mer seldom wearing more than one gannent-a. tow-frock, while
the boys had two-a shirt and pants of the same material.

About the Jear 1815, a. man named Archibald Denniston
settled at the ford, which from that time was known by his
family-name. He was from Cornwall, Orange county, and of
the very respectable family of Dennistons of that county, He
was born in 1775, and remembered seeing General 'Va,.c;hington
and other distinguished officers at the house of his father. He
was 48 years of age when he came to Sullivan, and continued
to reside at the ford until his 88th :rear, when he died much
respected for his honesty and uprightness.

Itinerant Methodist preachers at an early day preached the
Gospel as they understood it to the inhabitants of this region,
and gathered within their fold the stray sheep of the 'wilderness
of Glen Wild, and the adjacent neighborhoods. A church
edifice belonging to the followers of John Wesley crowns a
height east of Denniston's ford. This church is more in accord
ance with the rules. of architecture than other rural meeting
houses of Sullivan, and is verJ creditable to those who erected
it. It was built in 1866. It is claimed that l\Iethodist preachers
visited this locality as early as 1807, and 1hat they formed a
class here in that year.

In 1794, J oeeph Divine :removedfrom Plattekill, Ulster county,
to the locality now known as Divine's Comers, in the western
part of Fallsburgh. He 'was the first settler in that vicinity,
For several years his nearest neighbors lived four miles distant
on the Neversink river. .A. settlement on the Blue Mountain, in
the present town of Liberty, was commenced about that time.
It was six miles west from Divine's house. South of him
was a wilderness, the extent of which was then almost un
known. He did not long endure the hardships of life in the
woods. In 1802 he died, and was buried at Neversink Flats.
One of his sons, Samuel, subsequently removed to the South
Settlement of Thompson, and died there a few years since.
James, his youngest, continued to occupy the farm settled bv
his father, until his decease on the 1st of February, 1846. He
was a prominent citizen of the town, and was several times
elected by his townsmen to places of honor and responsibility.
The old Divine farm adjoins the present residence of John it
Divine, whose stirring and successful life has made him so 'well
known to the citizens of Sullivan.

In 1802, John Eller came from Ulster county, and bought a
wild lot adjoining Joseph Divine's land, on which his son
Cornelius Eller now resides.

Jonathan Jones moved into the neighborhood about the same
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time, and bought the lot next to Eller's, the same 'which Joseph
D. Jones now owns and occupies.

Henry D. Schoonmaker, another native of Ulster county,
located here as early as 1805. His residence was about a mile
from the Sheldrake, on the farm bought by David Dutcher
about 1820, and now held bv Thompson Dutcher. In 1805,
and in almost every succeeding Jear while he lived near Divine's
Corners, Schoonmaker was elected to some town-office. Soon
after he came, he bought the property at Loch Sheldrake, and
built a saw-mill, grist-mill, and cardillg-muchiue. The Iattei
was a great convenience to the people, some of whom traveled
thirty miles to reach his establishment ; but the population was
so sparse, and so few sheep 'were kept in the country, that
Schoonmaker did not make his carding-machine a source of
profit. He became prominent in the field of enterprise, and
during his prosperous days the Sheldrake region was known as
the Schoonwo.k.er Settlement, He was a man of great energy
and force of character, and had much business capacity. If
his integrity had equaled his shrewdness, his name would prob
ably be still identified with the region in which he then lived.
Tradition yet retains the memory of hie; smartness, and the
unscrupulous character of some of his transactions. It is said
that by artifice he succeeded in selling to Mr. Sanford, an early
settler of Libert)', a spurious mine in Ulster county, where
Sanford dug for gold or some other mineral until he became
poor, and discovered that he had been duped and deluded by
Schoonmaker.

Schoonmaker was so successful in selling his mining property
in Ulster, that he determined to make another and greater vent
ure. In 1817, a man named J. R. Everson, with the help of
Sanford, the miner, induced him to exchange his handsome
property at~chSheldrake and in its vicinity for lands in"restern
PennsyIvama. He removed to his new estate; but soon found
that hIS title to it was worthless, and that Everson had defrauded
him. of all he possessed. With a large family to support, and a
tarnished reputation, he was reduced to extreme poverty, and
found he could not regain a. position among reputable business
men. He afterwards came back to Loch Sheldrake, bringing
with him a team of horses, which he sold to Abram Krum, and
then started for the place where he had left his family. He
reached Cochecton, where he crossed the Delaware river; but
at that point all track and trace of him was lost. Neither his
family nor any of his old acquaintances ever heard of him again,
and his fate is still a mystery. Whether he absconded, became
insane and wandered off in the woods to perish, or was murdered
for the few dollars he had with him, will never be known. San
ford viewed his misfortunes with satisfaction, and was afterwards

..
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heard to say: ccSchoonmaker found a mine for me, and I helped
to find Pennsylvania lands for him."

Schoonmaker's fortunes and misfortunes have often afforded
a theme for the parents of the Sheldrake region, when they
labored to convince their children that "the 'way of the trans
gressor is hard,n and that smart men, above all others, should
be honest.

John Low settled near Divine's Comers in 1805 or 1806. He
was born in 1748, and his wife Elizabeth in 1758; hence they
had passed the meridian of life when they moved into the woods
of Sullivan. He 'was the descendant of several generations of
Johns, and on festive occasions displayed a set of huge silver
coat-buttons with the family device engraved upon them, which
had come to him from a long line of the same family and chris
tian name, and 'which he bequeathed to his youngest SOD, John
A. Low.

The children of John and Elizabeth Low were Sarah, bo ... n
October 12, 1780; Elizabeth, February 12, 1782; Catv, .A.priI17,
1783; Heman, April 2, 1785; Benjamin, April 2, 1787 ; Jane,
June 2, 1790; Stephen, June 26, 1792; Zachariah, August 28,
1794; Mary, February 11,1796; John A., October 30,1799.

John A. Low is the father of Henry R. and Benjamin Low.

The making of the branch-turnpike brought into the town
(1818) a young man named Harley R. Ludington, a native of
Litchfield county, Connecticut. He settled in the Loch Shel
hake region, and for forty years engaged successfully in farming
and lumbelin~. He was a man of clear convictions and positive
character. \\ hen he espoused a cause, he could see no defect
in it. To him it was a verity in all its phases and ramifications,
and he advocated it with great vigor and earnestness, and with
an entire disregard of consequences to himself. While he was
a. resident, he represented his town in the Board of Supervisors,
and was for twenty years a Justice of the Peace. Probably
more cases were decided by him than by any other officer of the
county. Few, if any, of his decisions were reversed by the Su
preme Court. In 1838, he was elected Sergeant-at-arms of the
Assembly, and was once a prominent candidate for the same
position in the lower House at "'...ashington, for which he was
recommended by William H. Seward, Luther Bradish, and other
men of like stamp. His success in managing law-suits in the
primary courts, and his knowledge of legal matters generally,
Induced him to apply for admission to the bar.* His application
was successful; but he did not practice his profession. In 1871,
he was appointed to a position in the New York custom-house;

.. Sermon of Rev. Uriah lIe8Slter.



268 IU:,i'OCY OF 8eLLIYo\~ COrSl'Y.

but soon after died from injuries received by falling through a
hatchway.

The New Prospect Union church, located one mile 'west of
Loch Sheldrake, was erected in IR()O. As its name indicates,
it was built by men of conflicting relisrions creeds, in order that
any professing religious society should have n house in which to
worship. Rev..J. Napier Husted, pastor of the Presbyterian
Church of Liberty, holds service in the building, and about
twenty-five of his flock reside in the neighborhood. John H.
Divine, a Universalist layman, occasionally discourses of religion
and other matters from its pulpit.

HURLEYYILLE.-An old hunter named William Hurley, settlo.l
at this rlace when the only road from Thompson to the Bhlf~
Hills 0 Liberty loan from Thompsonville via "rilliam De,ritt
Stratton's. 'Yillin.Jn A. Thompson had founded a village, as he
supposed; and John P. and Samuel F. Jones were dreaming of
the future importance of Monticello. Hurley concluded that
It i« location 'was the site of a third town of importance, and in
a very earnest manner set forth its advantages. In a few years,
trnvel found other and better avenues. Hurleyville, 'with its
solitary house, became a very" secluded Ioeality. Deer and
wolves and panthers abounded in its vieinitv after they had left
the surroundin~ settlements, and the population of Hurleyville
consisted principallJ of muskrats, raccoons and foxes. During
all its days of desolation, however, it retained the name be
stowed upon it by the old hunter, and continued to perpetuate
his memory. In 1872, the place suddenly became important in
the eyes of shrewd business men. The Midland railroad com
1)8nyestablished a station here, to which the inhabitants of rich
agricultural neighborhoods must resort. Already Hurleyville is
a lively hamlet, and the day is not distant when the dream of
its pioneer-settler will become a pleasant reality."

REFORMED CHURCH OF FALLSBURGH.-The early records of
this Church are very meagre. The minut-es of its Consistory

• In 1861, diphtheria prevailed in Hurley and Loch Sheldrake, when the family of
Doctor Benjamin Kyle was nearly exterminated by it. A row of tomb-stones in tilt"
burying-ground at the Falls contains the following record of the doings of this scourge :

"L)'dia Kyle, born Dec. 12, 1835, died Dec. 9, 1861."
'" Solomon Kyle, born April 15, 1850, died Dec. 2, 1861."

j " Sall~ Ann KTIe, 'born !Iav 15, 1845, died Dec. I, 1861." t
1..Tabitha E. Kyle, born Jan. 8. 1856, died Dec. 1, 1861." f

"Mary J. E. Kyle, born Nov. 19, ltH2, died Nov 23, 1861."
"Hannah K\"le, born No,". 13, 1857, died Dec. 8, 1861."
"Benjamin Kvlt=>, born Jan. 19, 18.31. died Dec. 6,1861."
c, Charles K~'lc, born July 20, 1853. died Dec. 12, 1861."
"John Kyle, born July 27, 1833, died Dec. 15, 1861."

From this it teems that one of Doctor KvIt·'H children died on the 2Sd of November.
and eight others from the 1st to the 15th of December! .
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for the first fifteen years or more of its existence, were in 18.34:
collected and recorded upon five quarto pages. It will be
necessary, hence, at the introduction of this sketch, to draw
somewhat upon local tradition.

From the most authentic information it appears thet the
Reformed Protestant Dutch. Ohurch qt. Fallsburg/I., the title by
which it was afterwards incorporated, was organized in the year
1812. Who its earliest members were, where they worshiped,
or who their first spiritual teachers were, can only be conject
ured. Doubtless they met in private houses, as did the primi
tive disciples. Perhaps they received the truth from the lips of
those devout men who were accustomed to spend their vacations
itinerating among the scattered settlements of the backwoods.
Certain it is that Bevs, J. B. Ten Eyck and William Timlow of
Orange county, together with others of like missionary spirit,
very early in the century, visited and preached to little flocks
of God's people along the banks of the Neversink.

The pious Dutch element which was then beginning to peo
ple those hemlock-clearings, could not long be content to remain
'without the stated means of grace, and hence the pastors whom
they had left behind at "the Paltz" and elsewhere, were selected
to come over and help them organize a Church.

It is conjectured that the troublous times inaugurated by the
war of 1812, may have affected this feeble organization disas
trously, and that its members were scattered and its minutes lost
during the confusion that followed. On the restoration of peace
came ~ain the desire for public religious privileges; yet It was
not until thirteen years afterward that this was fully realized.

At 8. meeting held December 9th, 1827, the Church was
reorganized by Rev. William R. Bogardus, minister of the
united charges of New Paltz and New Hurley. Five persons,
only one of whom survives, constituted the entire membership.
These were John Tappan, Joseph Seaman, Joachim D. Schoon
maker, Abram Seaman and Rachel (Depuy) Hasbrouck. Of this
number, the following persons were elected and ordained to the
office of Ruling Elder and Deacon respectively, viz: Elders
John Tappan and Joseph Seaman. Deacons-Abram Seaman
and J. D. Schoonmaker.

The first church-edifice was built on the Hat east of the resi
dence of the late Anthony Hasbrouck, during the year 1828.
It was a substantial structure of wood, 34 ~ 50 feet, WIth a small
gallery. The building committee consisted of Messrs. A. Has
brouck, H. M. Hardenbergh and Gabriel W. Ludlum.

About' this period Rev. Joshua Boyd, a licentiate of the Pres
bytery of Elizabeth and a domestic missionary in. the employ
of the Dutch Church, became the Instrument in God's hand of
greatly furthering the spiritual interests of this feeble Hock.
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How long Mr. Boyd continued his ministrations here is not
positively known; but he is supposed to have left the field some
time in the fall of 1828.

During the years 1829, 1830, 1831 and 1832, the Church was
occasionally supplied by Rev. Messrs. George, Brown, Baldwin
and others, who were sent from time to time by the Domestic
Missionary Society of the Dutch Church. Under the preaching
of these faithful men, the Church had increased in membership
to nearly a score.

The peeple now felt themselves sufficiently strong to invite
a minister to settle over them. Accordingly, in 18~3, they
extended a call to Rev. John Gray, who 'was duly installed their
pastor. Mr. Gray was a Scotchman, and had been previouslv
for seven years a missionary in Russian Tartary, where he had
endured many of the privations incident to pioneer mission
work, He was a man of independent spirit, yet possessed a
genial, affectionate disposition. No man who had previously
visited the settlement, had been known to preach with such
power and unction. His voice was frequently heard on the
camp-ground, where, with his brethren of the l\Iethodist denom
ination, he freely met for religious worship.

Mr. (tray was a man of considerable literary ability, contrib
uting during his life-time to several religions journals, and writing
a number of excellent tracts and books. He continued in charg~

of this Church, greatly strengthening it by his ministrations,
until the spring of 1835, when he removed to Shodack. His
successor, Rev. Ambrose Eggleston, received a cull in December
following, Scarcely had he commenced the duties of his new
position, however, when a severe. and tr~-ing calamity fell upon
pastor and people. On the morning of F ebruary 2iJd, 1836, the
house where their fathers worshiped God, was destroyed by fire,
and all their pleasnnt things were laid waste. Undaunted by
this calamity, however, they straightway rose up to rebuild;
~'for the people had a mind to work;" and in less than a vear
the present beautiful structure 'was completed. The site; to
gether 'with a suitable burial-ground, and other lands of consid
.erahle value, were generously granted by Gabriel W. Ludlum, to
'whose liberality and personal exertions the society is much in
debted for its present rrosperity.

The corner-stone 0 this building 'was laid ~ay 4th, 1837,
'with appropriate religious services; and at a meeting of classis
on the 31st of Octob~r following, it 'wa~ dedicated to .A.lmighty
God: Rev. C. C. Elting, of Port J erYIS, preached the sermon
from Exodus xx :24. The pastor offered the dedicatory prayer.
Re",. Messrs, Robert P. Lee of Montgomery, J. B. Ten EJck
of ~erea, and Hyndshaw of Walpack, likewise took part in the
services,
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The following persons were at this time acting members of
Consistory, uiz : Joseph Seaman, John 'VeIls and Austin Strong,
Elders. Abraha,ul Seaman and Benjamin Turner, Deacons.
The above named elders and deacons composed the building
committee. Ne180n and Albert Tyrrel were the contractors.
Rev, Mr. Eggleston was installed pastor of the Church in the
school-house near Ju~e Ludlum's, by a committee of classis,
consisting of Revs. John H. Bevier and Robert P. Lee, June
14th, 1836, and continued to sustain that relation until April
24th, 1838.

In October, 1841, Rev. Isaac G. Duryea, a licentiate of the
South Association of Litchfield, Conn., commenced preaching
to this Church as a stated supply. On the 14th of Jul,r, 1842,
having previously accepted their call, the candidate was ordained,
and installed pastor of the Church. Rev. J. B. Ayres preached
the sermon on this occasion, and Rev. F. H. ,randerveer pro
posed the constitutional questions. The happy relation thus
constituted continued until May 13th, 1851, when it 'was dis
solved, to enable Mr. Duryea to accept a call to the Reformed
Church of Glenham, Dutchess county.

Rev. Mr. Duryea 'was a man of warm heart and ~eat purity
of purpose. Although he had much to contend with m early lift',
in the way of intellectual preparation, his zeal and indomitable
perseverance more than made amends for earlier disadvantages
He died in the service of his country in 1865. His arduous
labors for the people of his first love were richl~~ blessed.
During more than half of the ten years of his ministry here,
the Church enjoyed almost an uninterrupted season of revival.
The whole number received into its membership during what is
known as "the szreat revival in Fallsburgh," was not far frOIDo ,
one hundred and sel)enfy persons. So large had the congregation
grown by this time, that in 1848, the church-edifice, which hat1
beconie too strait, 'was considerably enlarged. A spire was
likewise erected, and a bell suspended. The latter was gener
ously presented by ~o\. Strong.

On the 22d of July, 1851, Rev, C. DuBois Elting, a domestic
missionary, was settled over the Church, and remained a little
more than one vear.

He ,\-US succeeded by Rev. Jeremiah Searl, in November,
185H. During the pastorate of Mr, Searl, the Church was again
graciously revived. There were added to its membership, ill
the year 1858, nearly seventy souls. Mr. Searl WHoS a man of
open, unsuspecting geniality of spirit. "Robust in body and
cheerful in mind, his face wore an habitual smile. The most
adverse denominations respected and loved him. As a preacher,
he was a man of diligent study, careful preparation, and a
solemn, earnest delivery.' At its meeting in Poughkeepsie,
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(1850) Mr. Searl was elected president of General Synod. He
died in the service of this Church, May 28th, 1861, aged 66
years, universally beloved and lamented.

Rev. G. W. Connitt, of Deep River, Connecticut, was installed as
hi') successor, Ma.y 7th, 1862, and was dismissed Oct. 17th, 1865.

In April, 1867, Rev. "Talter S. Brown, Pastor of the White
Lake Presbyterian Church, was invited to supply the vacant
pulpit. He entered upon his labors here in May following. On
the 17th of MaJ, 18GB, having previously accepted their call, he
was .duly installed pastor of the Church.

This sketch cannot close more appropriately, perhaps, than
in the following reflections suggested by the Memorial DISCOurse

of Mr. Duryea, published in 1849, by John .A.• Gray, of New
York, the celebrated printer, and son of the first settled pastor
of this Church:

"'Ve have always been favored with harmony in our councils
and in action." "We have been favored, likewise, with a spirit
of liberality both in the Church and out of it."

Both these declarations might truthfully be repeated to-day.
The Consistory still continues to be united in sentiment and
action. The congregation does not cease to devise liberal things
for their minister; while they continue to honor, to a creditable
extent, the claims of all the various benevolent Boards of the
Church; as well as those of general benevolence. They have
always possessed a true missionary spirit. lfhile struggling
themselves to become self-supporting, this society, by their
liberality, sustained a colporteur of the American Tract Society
in the far "rest. This labor of love has been borne since 1848,
and others of like character have since been assumed by Austin
Strong,* who has been for nearly jarty yeai-s an active member
of the Consistory.

The appeals of the Alnel'ican Bible Society have always met
a cordial response from this congregation, particularly from the
individual just referred to, and very many in the community
owe their connection with and interest in these two societies, to
his munificen t ~.

In common WIth many others, this Church has passed through
trials and discouragements; yet God has blessed it abundantly
both in temporal and spiritual things, and the days of darkness.
have been few.f

The Methodist society at Sandburgh was organized when
Rev. Horace 'Veston was on the circuit in 1817 and 1818, and
consisted at first of about :five members. In 1850 there were
eighty members, when the church-edifice was erected. Ai
present the society numbers thirty.

• This sketch was written a f.;w months before )fro Strong', death. It ill said that
tluring bis Iire be gave 150,000for benevolent purposee, t Rev. Walter Scott Brown..
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SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF FALLSBURGH.
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From To

1826 Herman M. Hardenbergh 1821
1827 1lnthony Hasbrouck 1828
1828 Herman M. Hardenbergh 1830
1830 1lnthony Hasbrouck 1831
1831 Stephen Smith 1834
1834 1lnthony Hasbrouck 1835
1835 Herman M.Hardenbergh 1836
1836 Thomas R. Hardenbergh 1838
1838 James Divine 1841
1841 Harley R. Ludington 1842
1842 Nicholas Flagler 1843
1843 Austin Strong 1844
1844 Thomas Hardenbergh 1845-
1845 Oman Palen ..................•......1846
1846 John C. Hall 1848
1848 Edward Palen 1852
1852 John H. Divine 18:33
1853 Moses Dean ......•.•................1854
1854 Edward Palen 1855
1855 William M. Hall 185~

1859 ~ Gilbert W. Palen 1862
1862 David H. Divine 1863
1863 Isaac C. Knapp 1864
1864 Gilbert W. Palen 1870
1870 Isaac C. Knapp 1871
1871 William W. Smith 1873
1873 Richard Oliver............•..........1874

18



CHAPTER VIII.

THE TOWN OF FOP.ESTBURGH.

Principally Forestburgh is situated on the high ridges between
the Neversink and Mongaup, and is drained by the afHuents of
those rivers. It is estimated. that the average elevation of the
town is one thousand feet above the level of the Atlantic ocean.
There are two small lakes in the town. One of them is known
as Beaver and the other as Panther pond-names 'which explain
their own origin. Lumbering, tanning, dairying, and quarrying
flag and curb-stone, are the leading industries of Forestburgh.
Lumbering and tanning must necessarily cease when its forests
are destroyed; but its quarries are said to be almost inexhaust
ible and sufficient to furnish employment to its people for
generations to come.

Forestburgh was erected by an act of the Legislature passed
Mav 2, 18;~7, and 'was taken from Thompson, except a few
hundred acres 'which were cut from l\Iamakating. On the 30th
day of the same month, the voters of the new town held their
first meeting at the house of Robert R. Palmer, which stood on
the site of Edwin Hartwell's store, and elected the following
officers: Supervisor, William F. Brodhead; 'I'own Clerk,
Robert R. Palmer; Justices of the Peace, John K. 'Villiams,
Marshall Perry, Ira R. Drake and Jonathan B. Ketcham;
Assessors, Archibald Mills, Moses Read and James R. Drake;
Overseers of the Poor, Zephaniah Drake and Archibald Mills;
Commissioners of Highways, Edward Carpenter, Nathaniel
Green and Stephen U. Drnke ; Commissioners of Common
Schools, Archibald l\Iill~, John K. 'Villiams and Robert R.
Palmer; Inspectors of Conunon Schools, 'Villiam F. Brodhead,
Archibald Mills and .John K. ",Yilliams; Collector, Nathaniel
Green; Constables, Philo Porter, Joseph Norris and Andrew
M. Taggett.

POPULAI10N--VALUATTO~--TAXAI10N.

Year.

1840 .
1850 .
1860 .
1870 .

Popu- !A~sessed! Town. I Co. and
labon.: value. ICharges. i State.

438 $58,367,' $247.441 $205.76
715 40,072. 155.62: 270.97
911 116,701',' 267.621 952.49
916· 62,243 669.081 1,745.90

[274]
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There were residents in the Oakland neighborhood previous
to the war of the Revolution. John Brooks and his son-in-law,
Joseph Hubbard, lived about a mile below the mouth of the
Bushkill, on the farm adjoining the premises now owned b)'
William N. Case. During one of Brant's expeditions against
the southern settlements of Mamakating, Hubbard and two
children belonging to Brooks' family 'were massacred by the In
dians and tones. Brooks and the balance of his household
escaped with their lives. We cannot learn that they returned
during the war, and it is· believed that he is the same John
Brooks who settled in Thompson about the year 1789.

Captain Abraham Cuddeback, of Revolutionary fame, built a
saw-mill at the mouth of the Bushkill, not far from 1783, in
which lumber was sawed to rebuild the houses burned by the
enemy in the lower valley of the Neversink. Lumber was also
cut at this mill, and floated to the Delaware, on which it was
rafted to Philadelphia. This establishment brought to Oakland
several residents, three of whom bore the names of Campbell,
Hogan and Elisha Smith. No descendants of these persons
remain in the county. Hence but little is known of them.

The farm of William N. Case was settled during the 18th
century, but bv whom is not known. Early in this century, a
man named Thomas Decker occupied it, and there was an old
orchard on the premises.

The family of Zebulon Griffin, senior, lived on the plateau
east of Oakland, The neighborhood is still known as the
Griffin settlement. Zebulon, one of his sons, died here in 1863,
on the farm where he was born. He had served in the war of
1812, and at the time of his decease was an old man. Stephen,
another son, is still living at Westbrookville, (1872,) and is 80
years of age.
.. The Leasons and Barbers came to the county before Griffin.
•Joseph Barber settled on the east side of the river in 1783 or
1784. His descendants were living in the town a few years
since. One of them (Simeon Barber) by his exploits in the
woods, won the soubriquet of Bear K111er. A statement of his
adventures among bears would make an amusing chapter.
"lYhat he did not know of these animals was not worth learning.
He killed an untold number of them. He shot them and he
trapped them until he was an old man, when he fell into a trap
himself. It was known that Simeon had saved the ~nm of three
hundred dollars. This a faded siren of the Hnckledam deter
mined to make her own. She did not dare to steal it until she
had first purloined the old man's heart. By an artful display
of her sere and flabby charms, she made him forget his gun and
his traps Mer a brief 'wooing, the honest old hunter coaxed
her to go with him in quest of a Justice of the Peace. His
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equipage consisted of a bull broken to harness, and attached
to a cart, upon which he had mounted a box fashioned from
rough hemlock boards, In this the eager groom and coy bride
rode to Monticello. Their mode of traveling caused spectators
to think of the progress of gods and goddesses in pre-Homeric
days. At the county-seat their matrimonial intentions were
consummated, and they returned to the Hackledam a unit.
According to law, he had "endowed her with his goods," and
she could appropriate them to her own uses without being
legally guilty of theft. Knowing this, she got possession of'
Barber's money, and absconded, just as she had intended to do
before she became his wife. After awakening from his dream
of domestic contentment, the old man lingered a few months,
and then died, a victim of feminine perfidy.

Jacob Barber, 8 brother of Joseph, located on the river above
Oakland.

There were two settlers named Leason. One of them (Israel)
occupied the farm now owned by J ames Ketcham. Dick
Leason, the other, lived west of Joseph Barber. They did not
make many improvements; but manufactured an untold number
of shingles.

Isaac Moore was another pioneer of Oakland. He loved to
tell a good story quite as well as he loved to kill panthers.
When Joseph Griffin and his wife Patty gathered toll at the
Neversink bridge, Moore, while passing that way, saw a strange
animal by the roadside. His dog soon treed the beast, and
Moore shot it. It was a panther.

Two men named Welch were the pioneers at Eden. Elijah
Welch was the principal man of the two. John Bivens succeeded
them. He was from Geneseo, N. Y. He ran away from his
father during the war of 1812, and became a soldier. While
serving his country, he was made a prisoner by the enemy, and
taken to Halifax, where he was kept until the close of the war,
and suffered much. He then returned to his father's house;
but soon left a second time. He and the elder Bivens seemed to
have been incompatible. The young man strayed to Otisville,
where he married Lueilla, a sister of Commodore C. Murray,
and then built a saw-mill at Eden, where he became a perms
nent resident, and always was considered 8 worthy and valuable
citizen. He was the progenitor of the respectable family of his
Dame now residing in one of the Delaware river-towns.

About the year 1800, a saw-mill was built by Reed and others
on the Bushkill, at Trotter's. Although there was an abundance
of excellent timber, it was not kept running more than a few
years; for in 1819, when Nathaniel Green moved to the :place,
the mill had rotted down, and with an abandoned cleanng of
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about an acre of land, was the only mark to show that white
men had lived there.

Nathaniel Green was from Middleto\Vll, Orange county. In
1818, he built a small log-house as a temporary shelter for his
fsmilv, and during the next season moved into it. His nearest
neighbor was three miles distant, until 1820, when Thomas
Alsop, the first merchant of the town, built a large house near
Green's, and occupied it with his family. During the same
year, the Mount Hope and Lumberland tUrnpike was completed
as far as Trotter's, and Mr. Green built a comfortable residence,
in which he lived until his death in March, 1859.

In 1820, there was an old clearing about one and a quarter
miles south-west of Trotter's, which had been abandoned several
years. It was made by a man named David Handy, and was
known as Handytown. Here he had lived nobody now knows
how long; here he had reared a family in the woods, and here
he died in 1814, when his children went away. Robert Handy,
one of his sons, was living at Oakland six years afterwards. He
was born on his father's place, and knew quite as much of wild
beasts as he did of men. Noone could point out better than
he the bear-paths and run-ways of the deer in that section of
country.

Handytown is noted for having a remarkable spring of water.
It flows from a steep bank, is bright, sparkling and delicious,
and, according to the best estimate that has been made, a
current of water sixteen inches deep, and as many in width, is
constantly passin~ from it. The water gushes from the bottom
of the spring, and keeps in continual ebullition a quantitvof
white sand. 01

A s~ring equally large and uncommon is situated on the top
of a hill about one and a half miles south of Handytown. 'Vith
the water rises a considerable quantity of gas.

At the junction of the Bushkill and Cherry Meadow brook is
another spring as remarkable in some respects as the other two.

Handy, the pioneer, was buried on his farm, and at the head
and foot of his grave are tomb-stones selected by himself from
the flag-stone quarries of the neighborhood. They are exaetlv
as nature formed them; but their neatness will strike the eye of
even a person who is weary of monumental magnificence.

After the turnpike was completed as far as Trotter's, Robert
Handy opened a log-tavern near that place, which he kept until
the next year, when he left the country. His inn was a primitive
affair. A traveler who stopped at his house certifies thai mine
host was absent in search of a jug of whisky ; and that there
was not a particle of bread, or flour, or meal, or potatoes, or
butter, or fish, or fowl, or meat of any kind in the establishment;
and yet the hostess provided him with a delicious meal She
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baked him an old-fashioned pumpkin-loaf in an iron kettle,
covered with cabbage-leaves, on which were piled hot embers.
This loaf and a bowl of milk freshly drawn from the family-cow,
were eaten and keenly relished by the weary and hungry guest.

Ammi Lewis was the first settler on the Reed place, where he
built a house, and made a clearing.

Edward Griswold owned a considerable tract of land at Hart
wood. Gerardus Clowes married a ward or adopted daughter
of Griswold, and was employed by him first to superintend his
property in Cochecton, and afterwards in Forestburgh. After
Clowes went to Forestburgh, his brothers Edward and 'Yillianl
J. came to the town, and the former became largely interested
in land affairs, while other members of the family were inter
ested to a greater or less extent. At one time the Griswold
property was owned by members of this family. .

The brothers Clowes were not calculated to develop a wilder
ness-country; and. their Forestburgh land was to them ultimately
a source of embarrassment, In the end it passed into the hands
of men who not only knew its value, but had the skill and the
will to reap an adequate revenue from it.

Gerardus Clowes was the only one of the name 'who left
Forestburgh with as much as he entered the town.

As the J>0ssessions of the others slipped through their fin
gers, William J. endeavored to better his condition through
certain inventions which he claimed originated with himself.
One of these was a material for the construction of houses,
which he declared was cheaper than wood, as durable as granite,
and as ornamental as marble. He never revealed the manner
in which this substance was made; but we believe it was com
posed of clay and a resinous material, and when warm was
plastic, and capable of being moulded into any desired shape.
If he had made manifest the value of his alleged discovery by
the erection of a dwelling or other building on a larger scale
than that of a dog-kennel, instead of making futile attempts to
induce others to do so by writing articles for newspapers, the
utility of his invention would have been tested in a ,vay to
establish its folly or its value. Some one may yet acquire riches
and honor in the field which afforded poor Clowes no harvest.

"'\\llile he 'was advocating the superiority of this new material,
the public mind was captivated bv the anticipated benefits of
plank-roacls-farmers' railroads, as" they were sanguinely termed.
He then turned his attention to the improvement. of roads, and
saw, or imagined he saw, what was much better than anything
then in operation or suggested. He published several elaborate
articles in which he tried to show that wooden railways were
superior to all roads except those of iron, and so much cheaper
than the latter, that every neighborhood could have a railroad
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of its own. His theory was endorsed by the Scientific American,
which was then and is still considered good authority on such
subjects; but among his friends and acquaintance he was
pronounced a monomaniac. With them plank-roads were the
great desideratum-s-roads which he declared would be failures,
giving certain reasons for his opinion which experience has
established as well-founded. The world said he was de
mented; but the issue proved that the world itself was crazy
about plank-roads, 'while he was sane. His project remained a
project; probably if it had been carried into effect, it would have
been a duplicate of the tram-road introduced in England many
years before by Mr. Outram, and which was the precursor of
iron railways.

While laboring to make converts to his theory concerning
roads, he imagined he 8a\V a great improvement on our present
system of education, and this new discovery affected his mind
as a cam does machinerv. He was considered a harmless vis
ionary-nobody would listen to him, and he and his projects
soon disappeared from public view,

The Messrs. Gillman now own a considerable part of the real
estate which once belonged to the Clowes family. In their tract
is the best remaining forest of white pine in the county.

George """. Barnum, O. B. Wheeler, and a Mr. Clapham of
New York, own the major part of the balance.

In 1820, when our informant moved to Forestburgh, an old
man named Daniel Cristie 'was living there. Cristie was poor,
without relatives in that region, and managed to live by attach
ing himself to various families, for whom he manufactured shin
gles, made gardens, ete. He was a-favorite with the young, to
whom he related many adventures in which he said he had
participated. He had been a soldier in the Revolutionary 'war,
and claimed that he was with the first party of 'white men who
crossed the Rocky Mountains.

Thomas Alsop lived at Hartwood probably about 1820, and
French, in his Gazetteer, says he kept the first store of the town.
He was connected with the affairs of Josiah Woodward and
Alsop Vail, who owned a lumbering-establishment at the place.
The name of Hartwood was at first applied to Oakland by Wil
liam J. Clowes, in honor of Rev. Mr. Hart, the father of his wife,
and was subsequently applied to the locality 'which now bears
the name, in conseq.uence of the removal of the post-office from
Oakland to that point,

In 1832, Gerardus Clowes owned nearly all the wild land in
the vicinity of Hartwood. In the year named, Joseph Norris,
a native of Tompkins county, moved from Orange county, and
located on a tract of land adjoining the premises of Nathaniel
Green. Norris bought of Clowes, and moved his family into a
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small unoccupied house in the neighborhood. He then, with
the assistance of one of his sons, cleared a lot on which he
intended to build. When this was done, he commenced putting
up a log-house. All his affairs seemed to I))"osper until the
month of Augnst, when a mill-dam owner by Green was
destroyed by a flood. This dam was of long standing. On its
bottom was an immense quantity of vegetable matter, which, in
the intense heat of the season, quickened the seeds of disease
and death. Bilious fever and fever and ague prevailed in the
valley, The family of Norris did not escape the effects of
miasm. One after another was prostrated. His wife by a
second marriage bore her burthen hopefully and bravel~·; 'but
worn out and exhausted by unremitting care and toil, she
succumbed to the disease, and after a brief illness, died. Korris
was then left with a young family, among comparative strangers,
houseless, in no wilderness-country, and unable to labor from
disease. His children, disheartened, homesick, and emaciated
by illness, urged him to abandon this scene of misfortune, and
return to their old home in Orange county; but he was deaf to
all their entreaties; he had come here to make a home, and
although the prospect was yet dark, he believed a better day
would dawn, and that success would reward his efforts.

At the end of the first year his two eldest sons left the place,
and engaged in more profitable business, and one of his
daughters was married to E. A. Green. He then moved into
his new house, in which he installed a second daughter, aged
fourteen years, as housekeeper, and with his third son, a lad
twelve years old, proceeded in the task of improving his wild
land. Nothing seemed to discourage or daunt hUD. He had
heen accustomed to the pleasant social intercourse of thicklv
settled localities. Here his evenings were spent in listening t()
the dismal howlings of wolves, which seemed to have their
nocturnal trysting-place at Panther pond, about a mile from
his house, and if they scented food, boldly approached his
log-tenement. On one occasion, when he had slaughtered a
beef, the entire pack gathered under his very eaves, and his
children spent a night of terror, surrounded, as they 'were, hy
Telling and snarling monsters of the woods, Otherwise the
monotony of his daily toil was seldom broken, except by the
defiant challenge of rattlesnakes, 'which 'were very numerous,
or the appearance of a stray bear. Bruin was not formidable.
"nile the reptiles were always ready for battle, he shuffied ofi
with his utmost speed.

Hopefully, earnestly and patiently, Mr. Norris continued his
labors. Field after field was made arable. Grain and meadow
land cheered his eyes, and the fruits of his industry rewarded
him for all his toil and self-denial. Travel increased. The old
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inrnr~.ke was no longer covered with gra~s. New neighbors
came In. The comforts of civilized life were his. He rejoiced
in the work of his hands. His courage and ambition were un
abated; but age was sapping his physical powers, ood the
changes which occur in all families, had made him like an old
tree in a denuded field.

About this time, one of his sons (Silas T. L.) returned and
purchased a part of the homestead, as well as some land con
tiguous to it; and after erecting Dew buildings, opened the
"Jeffersonian House." He also gu.Ye the name of "Denlocratic
Ridge" to the locality, and became somewhat noted as a local
politician. Soon after, his tavern was destroyed by fire, together
with the log-house in which Joseph Non-is still lived. New and
improved buildings were then built, and Democratic Ridge
became a favorite resort to mnnv,

The 01(1 man still retained li'is independence as well as his
mdustrious habits. He lived alone in his own habitation, and
haying nothing to engage his mind and hands, bought six neres
of the worst land he could find, and by his own labor brought
every foot of it to the highest state of cultivation. Fiunlly the
infirmities of age compelled him to hoard with his son, at whose
house he died on the 4th of July, l8H2. [I!!ed 76 Years.

Joseph Xorris was a true patriot, ull~l a sincere Christian,
He served his country faithfully in the war of 1R12. His life
'was sober, industrious and quiet. He performed his duty to
his country, his neighbor, his family, ana his Maker, and his
last moments 'were radiant with the joy and hope of a blessed
immortalitv,

Such a life may seem tame and dull to those whose minds
have been perverted by the popular literature of the day. 'Ye
give it because we wish to present glimpses of all phases of
existence in our county, and because he was one of the millions
of worthy men who have elevated this continent from a state of
nature to its present exalted position.

That part of Forestburgh known as Draketown, was settled
by Zephaniah, Joseph, Adam, Nathan and Luther Drake, who
were from New Jersey. Joseph carne in 1793 or 17H4, the
others within the next three years. Nathan J., a son of Joseph,
was the first male child born in that section of the town, and a
daughter of Zephaniah who married George Burns was the first
girl. The Drakes 'were hardv, industrious, worthy men, who
were respected at home and abroad. Like all dwellers in the
'Woods 'where game is plenty, thev were more ?r le~ fond of
forest-sports. Zerhaniah excelled the others- ill this respect,
and so successfu was he in shooting wild beasts, that he
imagined himself the champion rifleman of his neighborhood.
During one of his hunting excursions with Nathan, their dogs
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treed 8, large bear. The hunters found the animal sitting OJ1'

the limb of a tree, looking down at the dogs. Zephaniah quickly
brought his rifle to bear on the game, when Nathan advised
him to be careful-to make a sure shot. U WhJ," replied he, "I
can shoot the eye out of his head!" He then aimed for the
eye, and fired, The ball missed its mark; but hit the upper
jaw, which it shattered, so that the bear's nose, with about half
of the teeth of the jaw, turned up over the forehead. The bear
fell to the ground, and the dogs fell upon the bear. The latter
caught one of his canine enemies between his fore-legs, and
attempted to crush it; when the other dog bit the black brute
so vigorously that he let go the first and caught the other, and
so they fought back and forth, and were so mixed up that the
brothers did not dare to shoot, knowing that they might kill
their dogs. Zephaniah at last attacked the bear 'with his hunt
ing-hatchet, when the animal left the dogs, and sprang at him.
He stepped back-his foot caught in a laurel-bush, and down
he fell upon his back. In an instant the bear was upon him,
and the dogs on top of all. For a few seconds there was a
lively time in the bushes. From impulse, Zephaniah threw up
his hand to keep his assailant as far off as possible; but
unfortunately thrust it so far into bruin's mouth, that the beast
caught the little fin~er between the uninjured molars, and
crushed it. Finally, by means now forgotten, but probably by
a lucky blow from Nathan, the bear 'was killed. Until his death
in 1849, aged 81 years, Zephaniah, when telling the story of
his adventure, exhibited a crooked finger, as an evidence that a
bear with a broken jaw can sometimes inflict a severe injury.
For many years before his decease, he was a consistent member
of the Baptist Church. His wife Rebecca survived him about
one year, when she rejoined the husband with whom she had
experienced the toils and trials of forest-life.

'Vith the Drakes, patriotism was a vital part of their religion.
They had great love for our free form. of government, and
reverenced all the symbols of freedom. One of the family
(Nathan) caught a large bald-headed eagle in his bear-trap. It
was kept by him a few days; he admired it greatly; but thinking
it wrong to keep the "National bird" in bondage, he let it go
free.

In the winter of 1819, Ephraim L. Burnham, Elijah C. Horton
and John Brown, who were then young men of Forestburgh,
engaged in a bear-hunt, the particulars of which are worth re
peating here. Mr. Burnham, while returning from his work in
the woods, discovered fresh bear-tracks in the snow, and having
mentioned the fact to Horton and Brown, the three determined
to go in pursuit of the animal. Before daylight on the next
morning, they were on the trail, armed with a rifle and an axe,
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and after following it several hours, came to a fiat 011 the )1011

gaup, near the present site of Gilman's tannery. Here the SHOW

was very much trampled, and it became apparent that the bear'8
'winter-quarters were in the vicinity. Horton and Brown coin
menced a search for a hole near the rim of the level ground,
while Burnham explored the central part of the fiat. He soon
discovered a large rock under which there was a hole with tracks
leading to and from it. Calling to his com panions that he had
found the den, all three were soon before the orifice, and peering
into it. They discovered nothing by ga.~.jng in; and then cut a
pole and thrust it into the hole. The end of the pole came in
contact 'with a soft substance, but on being withdrawn afforded
no indication of what it had touched. Mr. Burnham next split
the end, and once more inserted it. After a few vigorous twists,
he again pulled it out. There were short black hairs in the split,
which proved that the bear was under the rock. This discovery
caused one of the young men to declare that they had better g()

home; but Mr. Burnham, whose features resembled those of his
cousin, General Ephraim Lvon of the Union armv, and 'who
exhibited the ullJieldin~tenacity 'which marked his distinguished
relative, utterly refused to leave until he had killed the bear.
The animal was within reach of the pole, and he would wake it
up, or run the stick into its body. He then made the end of the
sapling. very sharp, and punched the bear with all his might.
Immediately there was an angry growl ; the sharpened end was
seized by the brute, and the pole 'was pushed outwardly, carrying
Mr. Burnham with it. He at once loosened his hold·-steppetl
back-caught up his rifle, and aimed it just as the bear reached
the entrance. As it thrust its head from the hole, Mr. Burnham
fired, and the beast fell back into its retreat. Although they
could see it indistinctly in the gloom of the cavern, they could
not at first determine 'whether it was dead. A. few more thrusts
of the sharpened sapling settled the question, however ; never
theless, the timid young man was once more seized 'with a panic,
and 'wished to leayeo As he could get neither of the others to
go with him, he concluded to stay, and the three 'went to work
to get out their ~ame. They at first tried to drag forth the body
with crotched sticks, but were unsuccessful; 'when Mr. Burnham
himself went head first into the den, and taking hold c4 the
shaggy hide, his companions pulled away at his legs, and suc
ceeded in getting him and the bear out. After this was done,
they heard a noise under the rock, and soon the head of another
bear was thrust forth. This met the fate of its companion, and
was brought forth in the same manner The first one killed
weighed nearly 400 pounds-the other, a young female, about
100. With great difficulty the young men carried their game
to the nearest road, where a passing team relieved them. They
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reached home after dark, very tired and very hungry; but re
fused to eat until a steak cut from the ham of one of the animals,
hot and fragrant, was placed before them.

John Brown, one of these young men, subsequently met with
an extraordinary accident. By an accidental discharge of his
~, one side of his face was blown away. One-half of his
under jaw, a part of his tongue, upper jaw and one cheek-bone,
were destroyed. No one supposed he could survive his injuries.
He was cured, however, by the application of cold water, before
Priessnitz announced his system of hydropathy. "Thile he 'was
'waiting as all supposed, for death, a syringe filled with water
was left within his reach. He injected some of the 'water into
his horrible wound, and found that to some extent it mitigated
his sufferings. Thereafter the syringe was in constant use until
Brown, to the surprise of his friends, recovered. He was liYin~,
a few years since, near Lake Huntington, in the town of Bethel,

Mr. Burnham has been a resident of Monticello during the
last thirty years, and yet loves to give the particulars of his
hear-hunt in Forestburgh.

It may be said of some communities that the history of their
Churches is a history of the people. Forestburgh, in its early
-days, was occupied by lumbermen; consequently saw-mills
enter largely into the account of its settlement.

In 1807 or 1808, Abraham Tracy moved into the town and
built a saw-mill, in which George Wickham was interested. It
was the first mill located on the Mongaup in the town, and
brought in several laborers, John ""'illiams among them.

In 1805 a mill was put up on the Three Brooks by Thomas
King and a Mr. Beyea, It has since been known as the Thomas
and the Deep Hollow mill.

Not far from 1810, Jesse Dickinson built a mill for William
A. Stokes, at Forestburgh Corners. Stokes was from Philadel
phia, became a County-Judge, and 'was elected a Member of
Assembly in 1821. He erected a large house, and was a resi
dent of Forest:tif.h many years. His wife was a daughter of
Dickinson, the . -wright. It is said that the latter constructeel
nearly one hundred mills in different sections of the country,
the first of which was at the Cook-House, on the Delaware, or,
as the Indians called it, Cooccoze. Seth Conant, a pioneer of
Thompson, was Stokes' superintendent, and kept the first
respectable inn or tavern of the town.

In 1810, a man named Jackson manufactured lumber at what
was once known as the French, but since as the Ruddick mill.
Be was of a martial disposition, and commanded the first militia
company of the t-own. Paul Pierson, Elijah C. Horton, George
Bums and Archibald Mills were his successors. Mills was from
Goshen, Orange county, and came in the summer of 1819, as
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the agent of George D. Wickham, a large landholder. He is
still a resident of the town, aged and honored.

About 1811, Paul and Jeremiah Pierson moved into the town
by the way of Monticello. They were from Orange county.
There was no road at that time farther than the Sackett Pond
road covers the route they passed over; and they were obliged
to hew their way into the wilderness, until they reached the
spot where they had resolved to make a home. They built a
mill at the point where Gad 'Vales & Co.'s tannery subsequently
stood. It 'was afterwards occupied by Jonathan Bonnell, and
was known as the Bonnell mill.

At nearly the same time, Elijah C. Horton built a house at
the place now occupied by "'\Villiam Ferguson.

In 1809 or 1810, a man named Stead made an improvement
at l\fongaup Flats. It was occupied in 1817 by Jesse Dickinson
while he 'was building the Lebanon mill, soon after 'which John
James Stewart owned it, and lived there until he moved to
Monticello. He spent considerable money in benefiting the
locality, but did not add anything to his own resources. The
place was once known as Stewartburgh. Stewart had been a
sailor in his young days, and was known as Uncle Jack ever
afterwards. He had some of the faults and some of the 'virtues
of the old-time Jack Tar. He was very kind to the widow and
orphan, and as long as he had money of his own, helped them
with a liberal hand. "TJ1en his own resources failed, he begged
for them of those 'who had a surplus of this world's ~oods; or
to use his own language, he made a "Tappaun muster.' He had
a singular way of jumbling together sacred and profane things
a habit which seemed second nature in him. 'Ve are informed
by a respectable clergyman, that while living at the Flats,
Stewart made a profession of religion, and at a prayer-meeting
addressed the brethren. Giving a very chaste and beautiful
description of what he had seen while a sailor-the magnificent
works of art, &c., of the old world-he wound up with the
startling inquiry-" And now, beloved, after seeing so much,
'who would have thought that I would come to this d-d hem
lock-country to sret religion?" Of course his "probation"
terminated with this unusual display of piety. Believing that
the narrow paths of the Partialists were not made for him, he
subsequently took to the broad and easy ways of Universalism,
and to the day of his death expati.a~ed o~ the unli~ited ~er<:y
and- love of the Creator, emphasizing his declarations ill hIS
own peculiar way. Even 'when dying, he sent word to some
friends that "the Devil was under-brushing a path for him
straight into Heaven!"

Uncle Jack bestowed nick-names on half of his friends, and
these names were so appropriate that the unfortunate objects
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of his "it bore them during the balance of their lives. His wit
sometimes displayed itself in repartees as keen as a Damascus
blade. A young but somewhat Pharisaic member of an Ortho
dox Church, accused him of reporting that he (the young
member) had become a Universalist. "You a Universalist!"
exclaimed the ex-sailor: "No! Impossible! You are not good
enough! " And the other departed abashed and crest-fallen,
and meditating on the beauty of humility.

Taking into consideration its population, and the vocation of
a large majority of its people, Forestburgh has had more than
its proportion of men who were remarkable for their social and
political standing. In addition to those already mentioned, we
record in this class the names of Jubal and Jeremiah Terbell,
Daniel M. and 'Villiam F. Brodhead, O. B. "~heeler, C. w.
Trotter, and Marshall Perry.

The Brodheads 'were natives of Milford, Pennsylvania, and
claimed a distinguished ancestry. Their father was Daniel
Brodhead, at one time Surveyor-general of the Keystone
State, and their grandfather was Gt.eral Daniel Brodhead of
the Revolution. In early life Daniel M. removed to Philadel
phia, where he was a lawyer of acknowledged ability; but was
obliged to relinquish his profession on account of a defect in
his vocal organs. Being ambitious, he turned his attention to
politics, and became a leading democratic politician. He was
advanced from position to position until he was chosen Speaker
of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives; but ultimately
lost the confidence of his party by favoring one of the financial
schemes of Nicholas Biddle. In ~Iay, 1842, he removed to
Forestburgh, and subsequently to BlaCk Lake, in the town of
Bethel. At both places he engaged largely in the lumber
business, and for many years was prominent as a local politician.
He was remarkable for suavity of demeanor, Although he
continued to be ruled by his favorite maxim, "Molasses will
catch more flies than vinegar," he failed to attain high political
position after leaTIn~ his native State. He was a correct sample
of the modern politician. His vOlm~est SOD, Lieutenant Daniel
M. Brodhead, junior, was killecI in the battle of the 1Vilderness
in May, 1864. Grief then seriously affected the health of the
father, and he continued to decline until the 1st of the succeed
ing October, when he died.

Mr. Brodhead was twice married. His first wife was a
daughter of Colonel James Benton of Milford. His second
was the widow of James Clinton, a brother of Governor Clinton.

William F. Brodhead, who came to Forestburgh several
years before his brother, 'was twice a Member of Assembly
from Sullivan. Although of respectable attainments, he was
not the equal of Daniel M. in ability. Frank, as his friends
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loved to call him, was of excellent repute, and died with an
untarnished character.

Marshall Perry was a valuable citizen, whose public and
private deportment 'was above reproach.

Charles "1". Trotter was at one time largely engaged in tan
ning, and 'was the candidate of his political party for a seat in
Con~ess.

"ales & Gildersleeve 'were also at one time extensively en
gaged in tanning, and the Messrs, Gillman are still carrying on
that business.

Events '\\-hic~ followed the death of a child in ~Iarch, 1844,
show' how much circumstantial evidence is to be distrusted, and

.
that if criminal charges are preferred, excited public feelin~maJ
lead to injustice. A little child of a )1r. Frieslebau, while re
turning from a neighbor's with other children. was left behind
by them. It was soon after missed, when its friends went after,
but failed to find it. The neighbors were then alarmed; they
turned out, but searched for it without success. Suspicion then
fell upon a quack-doctor named Heisted, who 'was seen to pa..~

with his wife about the time the child was first missed. Two
davs were consumed in unsuccessful endeavors to discover the
chlId. On the third day, Mr. Frieslebnu started in pursuit of
Heisted, whom he followed until he reached a place where the
doctor had stayed all night. There he learned that Heisted had
no child with him. On the fourth dav, the almost distracted
father returned home. In the meantime, some children renorted
that they had seen the little-one in Heisted's sleigh. Th~is cre
ated a great prejudice against him. A warrant was issued for
his arrest; but its service was delayed until another unsuccessful
search 'was had. On the seventh dav the doctor and his wife
were brou~ht by a constable from their residence in Orange
county. Two days were then spent in investigating the affair
before a Justice of the Peace. The evidence was clearly against
the prisoners-so much so, that it seemed certain they 'were
guilty. T~ey were held for trial, and gave bail. .A.. few believed
they were Innocent, and on the tenth day once more there was
a search, and it 'was a successful one. 'Then a majority had
become discoura6ed, and gone home, the others discovered that
the little-one had turned off the road on a path which had not
before been observed-become exhausted, and fallen with its
face on the snow', where it died. An inquest was held by Cor
oner Greene, and the accused discharged.

A very interesting natural feature of this town may be found
in the Falls of the Mongaup, about one and a half miles from
the village of Forestburgh. Above the Falls, the water has
worn a channel through solid sand-rook. This channel is about
sixteen feet wide and twenty deep, and its floor is of hard black
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grit. The waters rush through these narrow limits, and plunge
about twenty feet, when they meet with a temporary obstruc
tion; then the seething, whirling, dashing foam bounds with
three successive leaps into a deep basin at the bottom of the
chasm. The cataract

"Comes from its shadowed and prison-like glen,
With a leap and a roar, like a lion from den;
First winding, then bounding, once more and once more,
Till each voice is blent in an agony roar."

The total fall has been variously estimated at from sixty to
eighty feet. One hundred feet above the surface of the pool
below the Falls, is a rock known as "Flat Rock," from which is
a view of the scene replete with wild grandeur.

The descending 'waters have worn many deep circular holes
in the rocks. A story is told of two hunters who found a. deer
entangled some way at the top of the Falls. They very kindly
liberated the animal, when, being very much frightened, It.
rushed Into one of these holes, and was never more seen..
""'hether it became food for the Genii of the chasm or the eels
of the river, is not known. We would have more faith in the
story, if hunters were in the habit of liberating entangled deer
before they killed them, or if frightened deer rushed into holes,.
like woodchucks and foxes.

In 1853, John and Barton Brodhead (sons of Daniel M.,)·
built a gang-saw-mill a short distance below the Falls. On the
14th of July, 1855, this mill was burned by an incendiary. Ten
days after this event, there was a flood in the river, which
carried away their dam and 2,000 saw-logs. Finding both fire
and water apparently against them, they never rebuilt the milL

Not far from Oakland is a singular" canyon," through which
flows 'what is known as the Gulf-stream, an outlet of a natural
pond situate on the mountain at the source of the brook. The
" canyon" is narrow, and its sides are composed of high and
perpendicular walls of rock. For a considerable distance the
water disappears below the debris, and at a particular point,.
far beneath the wall of rock may be heard a subterranean wa
ter-fall.

In the cliffs of this gulch, pyrites or Ie fool's gold" are found
in considerable quantities.

In February, 1863, James L. Brooks, while engaged near the
Gulf-stream, found two wild-cats or catamounts in their den.
He boldly_entered their lair, and after a somewhat animated
contest, killed them. He came out of the woods with the
animals slung upon one of his shoulders, and his clothes in rags
and tatters. Although his body exhibited more stripes than
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are on our starry flag, he was not seriously injured. .A. yery
exaggerated account of his adventure was published at the
time.

Osmer B. ""'heeler bestowed the name of Oakland on the
'Valley at the mouth of the Bushkill, in which is located u
tannery. As a manufacturer he has been remarkably successful,
and does not hesitate to devote a portion of his fortune to tho
development of the natural resources of his neighborhood.
Geologists say that the formation of the crust of the earth at
this point indicates the existence of saline deposits; and
chemists of a. certain class declare that there is petroleum not
only far down in the interstices of the rocks, but that the clay
of the valley is impregnated with it. A thin seam of anthracite
is found in the mountains, and an immense mass of ochre in
the valley. Mr. Wheeler has caused deep borings to be made
for the salt and oil; but they were not found. He has discov
ered that the coal is the same which underlies the entire county,
and is nowhere of any value; while from the ochre can be
made a mineral paint which is not inferior to much that is used
in the country. Probably this pigment and the stone quarries
of the vicinity "ill make Oakland a busy place even after its
oak-forests are destroyed.

In 1858-9, Mr. ""heeler represented Orange and Sullivan in
the Senate of the State. He is Jet (1873) a shrewd, energetic
and successful man of business.

The explorations for petroleum at Oakland 'were made in
1866. Thomas Martin, a professional geologist, mineralogist
and mining-engineer, examined the Bushkill valley and the
region bordering on the Gulf-stream, and reported that he funnel
a small seam of coal, traces of copper, positive indications of
petroleum, and a valuable deposit of clay. The latter, he
declared, was literally saturated with oil. In consequence of
these assurances, the" Oakland Oil Company" was formed, and
unsuccessful efforts made to find petroleum. Lewis Cuddeback
was the president of the company; H. H. Hunt, vice-president;
M. LeWIS Clark, secretary; Jacob May, treasurer; and Lewis
Cuddeback, H. H. Hunt, :M. Lewis Clark, Jacob May, O. J.
Brown, E. A.. BUDD, Dr. Lewis Armstrong, O. B. "7'heeler and
D. C: Dusenberry, trustees.

Some of the popular gazetteers of the day assert that Rev.
Isaac Thomas, (Methodist) 'was the first preacher who came to
Forestburgh; but we have reason to believe that Bey. Isaac
Sergeant, (Congregationalist,) Rev. Luke Davies, (Baptist.) and
Rev. Thomas Greer, (Presbyterian.) preached in the town In3.IlY
years before Thomas visited it. The Methodists, however, seem
to have been more in accord with the spiritual inclinations of
the inhabitants; for they soon obtained the vantage-ground,

19
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and now own the onlv two church-edifices of the town. One
of these is located at 6akland. It was erected in 1857, and was
dedicated on the 29th of December of that Year. Rev, T. ,Yo
Pearson preached the dedicator/ sermon. The other church is
at Forestburgh, and was built ill 1859. The latter has about
fifty members.

The Newark conference of New J ersey exercises jurisdiction
over this town, as well as oyer Lumberland and territorv above
it on the Delaware river; from which the inference is naturally
drawn that the arrangement had its birth in the old "JerseJ·
claim." Nevertheless the dispute concerning the boundary
between New York and New Jersey 'was settled and almost
forgotten before the introduction of l\iethotlism in the Delaware
towns of Sullivan. New J ersev Methodism obtained eeclesi
astical dominion here becaus(; it was more convenient for
preachers to attend conference in Xew J erse)" than New York.
Now it is otherwise; nevertheless the old state of affairs con
tinues.

SI;PERYISOWi OF THE TOWS OF FORESTDUnGII.

From To

1837 'Villianl F. Brodhead 1840
1840 Ira R. Drake 1842
1842 Coe Dill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1844:
18~! _ Elisha .A. Green 1846
184(i Daniel l\L Brodhead 1850
1850 Silus T. L. Norris 1S.~2

185~ Isaac Penney 185H
18SH Charles C. Boyd 18;';4
18&.1 John Ruddick· IH;");"i
185;") Osmer B. ''''heeler lS58
185H -Iames H. Taylor _.185H
185~L "~inianl X. Case 18(;0
186ft Stephen C. Drake. . . . . . . . . 1862
186~ Osmer B. Wheeler 186H
186a Silas T. L. Non~is..... . 1865
186!i Samuel M. Sterrett 1867
1867 John Ruddick 1870
1870 'Vallace W. Wheeler 1871
1871 Edwin Hartwell 1873
1873 Benjamin Case 1874:



CHAPTER IX.

THE TOWK OF FREMO~-r.

The surface of Fremont resembles that of Callicoon. It is
marked by deep ravines and abrupt declivities. Some of the
latter, it is said, attain a height of about 800 feet above their
bases, and from 1,500 to 1,800 feet above the level of the Jceau.
Though uneven, the soil is well adapted to the production of
wass and grain, except on some of the hill-sides where the sur
face is too steep for cultivation.

Basket and Hankins' creeks are the principal streams of
the town. On both of them as well as some of their trilm
taries, are numerous mills and manufacturing establishments.
The town is 'well supplied with small lakes or natural ponds.
The most notable of these are Long, Round and Basket ponds
in the northern, Lox in the eastern, and Trout pond in the
central section. These sheets of water 'were the favorite resorts
of hunters and anglers before this region was settled, The
Dodges, Stewarts, Spragues and other early settlers of Rockland
related many thrilling hunting-adventures 'which occurred in
the neighborhood of these lakes.

Although this was a good locality for the farmer and lumher
man, and a few families lived in the valley of the Delaware at
Long Eddy and at Hankins, previous to the conclusion of the
'war of the Revolution, it rna, be said that Fremont was the
last town of Sullivan to which" the tide of immigration tended.
There was a great store of valuable timber in its forests, as 'well
as Ulan,'" good mill-sites on its streams, and yet for more than
the third of a centurv before its resources were made available,
the hardy raft.men of the comparatively remote town of Rock
land ran their rafts along the western border of Fremont, which
practically continued in a virgin state, because its owners were
strangers who made no effort to quicken its germs of fertility.
No avenue of approach 'was opened to its secret recesses, and
it continued almost as the Indians had left it until there was a
probability that the New York and .Erie Railroad would be
constructed.

[2911
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In 1780, a man named Isaac Simmons lived at Hankins, and
soon after sold his right of possession to Joseph Brown. Brown
sold to Aaron Pierce, who, in 1792, built a saw-mill and small
grist-mill. The latter was an insignificant affair, and worked
badly. It had DO bolt, and it was necessary to separate t~e

bran from the flour by hand. About the Jear 1800, Jonas Lakin
came to the place, and subsequently became the owner of a
considerable tract of land.

In 1821, Lakin sold his tract of land to Elizabeth Pierce,
'who, with her family, lived on it until about 1833, when she
died. In 1834, John Hankins and Luther Appley bought the
property, for which they paid $1,451. In 1835, Hankins bought
an additional tract of Lucas Elmendorf, and in May, 1839,
moved to Fremont with his family.

Previous to 1839, Mr. Hankins had resided in the town of
Damascus, in the State of Pennsylvania, where he married
Susan, a daughter of Moses Thomas, 3d. When he removed
to Fremont, he passed over the "State-road," on the west side
of the river. The New York and Erie Railroad Company had
accomplished considerable in grading their road; but had sus
pended 'work in 1837. Mr. Hankins attempted to make a
highway of their track, but after rendering about three miles
passable, gave up the job.

For several years ingress and egress were difficult. To attend
town-meeting and vote at the fall-elections, he 'was obliged to
follow a line of marked trees to Liberty, or travel over the State
road to the bridge at Cochecton, and from thence to Liberty by
the way of Bethel. Sometimes, however, when the water was
low, he followed the beach of the river on horseback as far as
Cochecton. As the ford near his residence was occasionally
impracticable, he built a scow, and crossed the river in it; but
when there was a flood, it was not safe to cross in any manner,
and he was practically cut off from the outside world.

It has been represented. that John Hankins was thelioneer
settler at Hankins Depot;* Jet, when he came, he foun on his
place an old frame-house, a saw-mill, and land which had been
occupied and tilled many years. He also found a syeamore
tree which was nine feet in diameter. The latter was hollow,
and the cavity was larger than some bed-rooms. It is said that
a man could ride into it astride of a horse. Until about 1865,
this tree was used as a substitute for a smoke-house.

Mr. Hankins was a man of action. Exclusive of those who
lived in Pennsylvania, his only neighbors were at Long Eddy
and Long pond; yet during the first year of his residence, he
started a store and built a blacksmith-shop. He also built a

• See French's Gazetteer.
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handsome residence for his family, and in 1847, the second
saw-mill erected on his land. He also became prominent as t\

local politician, and, notwithstanding his isolated position, was
one of the first Justices of the Peace, and the second Supervisor
of the town of Callicoon. He was elected to the Intter office
repeatedly, and at one time, in conjunction with Matthew
Brown, controlled the Board of Supervisors.

Mr. Hankins did not live until the railroad was completed as
far as Hankins creek. He 'was a man of forcible and energetic
character-a warm friend and an ardent enemy-exalted in
prosperity and depressed when his surr~)llnc1illgswere unfavor
able. In the summer of 1847, he suffered from a variety of
small annoyances, and on the 17th of September 'was found
dead on the road to Callicoon, about a quarter of a mile from
his house, under circumstances which led to the belief that his
life was cut short by his own hand.

On the completion of the railroad, a station was established
at his place, which was called Hankins, at first; but in l\fay,
1851, the name was changed to Fremont. III September, lS;)~,

when the post-office was created, with (Edney ITnderhill as post
Inaster, the name of Fremont was given to it, although many
were in favor of calling it Hankins." Both the station and
post-office are now known by the latter name.

Previous to 1839, Hankins creek was known as Pierce's
brook. At that time, it 'was famous ns a trout-stream. Deer
were abundant in the neighboring f~sts, and hears and pau
thers, as well as wolves, 'were frequently seen and heard.

The north-west corner of the town has been known to raftmen
as Long Eddy, to the officials of the New York and Erie Rail
way as Basket-Switch, and to others as Douglass village or
city. Several gazetteers declare that Jo~eph "Green" was the
original settler of this locality. This declaration is not well
founded. Previous to the war of the Revolution, Deliverance
Adams and John Dusinbury lived at this place. About the year
1800, Dusinbury sold his possessions to the father of Joseph
Goer. The younger Geer lived on the place sixty-five years.
He is probably the Joseph Green of the gazetteers. Abner
Lane was living at Long Eddy in 1793. Dusinbury built a
saw-mill on Basket creek about 1800.

A half-breed Indian named John Johnson, continued here
after the tribe to which he belonged had left the cOlmtry. For
many years, Johnson supplied the whites who occupied the
valley between Cochecton and Shehocton (now Hancock) with
lead, which, it was believed, he obtained from a mine in the

'"On the 30th of May, 1858, the depot at Hankins, with the woodsheds, tanks, &c.,
of the railway com{>any, were destroyed by fire. But few men were in the place, and
the adjoining buildings were saved by the heroic exertions of the ladies.
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vicinity of Pise's brook, above Long Eddy. The ore was cut
from the vein with a hatchet, and was nearly pure. He smelted
it without difficulty, and there was but a small per cent. of
dross. The people did not watch him when he went after it,
because he was a turbulent and vindictive llULD. Many persons
have since searched for the mine; but without success. 'Ve do
not know that the geological formation at Pise's brook favors
the belief that lead Inay yet be found there ; but we are quite
certain that a few ignorant savages would not be as apt to
discover mines in a wilderness-country, as fifty times their
number of comparatively intelligent white Inen '~'hen the same
region is cleared. The ore may have been brought from a
distant locality, and deposited by the half-breed in a secret
place, from 'which he brought it at such times and in such quanti
ties as he and others needed it. There is no doubt that the
Indians accidentally discovered the 'Vurtsborough mine, and that
they carried away ore from it. Perhaps the lead of the half
breed came from that quarter.

The hunters and trappers of the Delaware often induced
Johnson to join them when they engaged in fora.ys against the
denizens of the woods, Josiah Parks, the" 1)0::;011" uf the early
raftmen, was his friend and companion, until the two quarreled
about the division of a bear which they had killed, when -Iohu
son, in a fit of ungovernable rage, 'struck Parks, and then
clutched his neckerchief, and attempted to g~lrrote him. Mrs.
Parks was present, and f'aw that her husband's life depended
on her efforts. Catching hold of a hunting-knife, she mingled
in the affray; but, instead of thrusting the ugly 'weapon into
the body of the would-be murderer, she severed the neckerchief,
and narrowly avoided cutting Park's throat. Parks then pom
meled the savage until the latter was glad to leave without any
part of the bear. The white man was very indignant because
Johnson struck him 'while his coat 'was on his back, the doing
of which 'was quite as disgraceful in a fighting Ulan of the
Delaware as gouging and garroting,

In the days of the pioneers, Captain Ezra May, who lived
above Long Eddy, owned a famous canoe, which was long known
as the Old Trout. This canoe was hewn from the body of an
immense tl'ee-,,"as fortJ"-five feet in length, and so wicl~ that a
barrel of pork could lie ill it cross-wise. It was capable of car
rying twenty-five barrels of flour. The settlers between Co
checton and the mouth of the Cadoshe hired the Old Trout of
Captain May, when they found it necessary to go to mill, or to
get a supply of dry-goods and groceries. Except the little mill
at Hankins, 'which was no better than a samp-mortar, the
nearest _grist-mill was at the mouth of Brodhead creek, near the
Water-Gap, one hundred miles from Long Eddy. To this mill
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the inhabitants went for their flour in :May's canoe. When
loaded it required the strength of six men to pole and pull it up
stream-fonr to pole and two to pull. The ropes used were
made frOID the bark of basswood and leather-bark trees, and it
took six days to go from Brodhead's to Long Eddy.

Twice a year, Captain l\Ia'y took the Old Trout on a raft to
tide-water, and sometimes to Philadelphia, for the pllrpo8e of
freightin~ merchandise to the upper Delaware. About 1784,
and preVIOUS to the use of this canoe, a Durham boat made two
trips as far up the river as Shehocton; but it was found that the
enterprising navigator was in advance of his times, and he was
compelled to relinquish the business of transporting passengers
and freight to and from the frontier settlements.

The efforts which have been made to render Long Eddy an
important business point, are worthy of those enterprising indi
viduals who sometimes found cities ill the Great 'Yest, often on
paper, and sometimes on more substantial bases.

On the completion of the New York and Erie railroad, the
cOlllpany considered a switch sufficient to meet all local require
ments. In 1855, a post-office was made, and named Long Eddy.
In 1856, "·illiam Kelley was authorized by law to establish a
ferry across the Delaware at the switch, One year later, a Mr.
Taylor built a depot at his own expense, and to induce the
railroad company to stop their trains at the place, served
twelve months as their agent without a salary.

About the year 1866, the Delaware Bridge Company was
chartered and organized. Its capital stock was $10,000, and it
had authority to increase the same to the amount necessaryto
complete the work for which the company was formed. The
major part of the stock was taken by residents of Long Eddy
and Little Equinunk, and the contract for building the bridge
was taken by Solon Chapin. After Chapin had expended
$11,000, as he claimed, the company became involved in diffi
culty, and work was suspended. At this time, there was no
decent approach on either shore, and the central pier was left
in such a condition that there was danger that the entire struct
ure would go down-stream with the first high flood Chapin
held possession in defiance of the company, and put up tempo
rary approaches; but there was no feasible or legal right of
way east or west of the river. A bridge-war was imminent, as
well as destruction of the work, when the foresight and enter
prise of a single individual became the salvation of the enterprise.
Martin A. Smith, of Fremont Centre, who was a stockholder.
and largely interested in the real estate of that vicinity,
purchased enough stock to secure to himself a controlling
interest. He then elected new directors, who immediately
dispossessed Chapin, secured the pier in a substantial manner,.
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finished the bridge, and made 8. turnpike from the west approach
to Little Equinunk. The total cost of the improvement amounts
to about $17,000. This bridge is of great importance to Long
Eddy, as it causes a large amount of business to centre there,

The Long Eddy Hydraulic and Manufacturing Company was
formed in 1867. The capital stock of the cOlnpany, according
to its charter, was $25,000. Eleven thousand of this, we are
informed, was taken by residents, and two thousand by non
residents, and the village of Douglass issued its bonds for ten
thousand dollars to aid the work. The balance of the stock
($2,000) was not taken. The main object of the cOlnpany was
to dam the river at a point near the village, and thus utilize the
water for manufacturing purposes. Immense results were antic
ipated by the sanguine, who believed that Douglass would
become a. flourishing manufacturing city-a second Lowell, with
its scores of wealthy magnates, and its thousands of industrious
operatives. The cODlpany, it is said, succeeded in building a
saw-mill, some houses and a bulkhead-dam near the mill. The
contract for building the main dam was given to a party pos
sessed of no skill and experience in such work. Consequently
the structure was not substantial, and while the lumbermen of
the upper Delaware were threatening to demolish it as a nuisance
and an obstruction to the running of rafts, a flood carried a
great part of it away. When this disaster occurred, the com
pany was indebted to Benjamin P. Buckley of Fremont Centre,
who obtained a judgment for the amount of his claim. The
effects of the company were sold to satisfy Buckley's demand,
and he bought them at the sale. During the vear 1871, some
of the residents of Long Eddy, whose faith and ardor had not
bee~ extin~s.hed bv the flood, wishing to make t.he property
available, obtained the consent of Buckley to rebuild the dam.
They commenced the work, but so late in the season that they
were unable to complete it before the beginning of the ensuing
winter. Hoping that the ice-freshet of the spring of 1872
would be merciful, they suspended- operations. The winter,
however, was very severe, and the ice was of unusual thickness
when the river broke up. The dam, in its unfinished condition,
was not strong enough to endure the pressure of the flood and
the battering of the ice. It was again broken, and now, what
remains of it is a standing reminder of the fact, that unscientific
and inexperienced men should not be entrusted with a work of
so much magnitude and difficulty.

It is believed that a. third attempt will be made to construct
a dam at this point; that the water-power, if properly managed,
is reallyvaluable; and that experience will enable the gentlemen
who will hereafter manage the matter, to guard against a third
disaster. The enterprise and energy of the people of Douglass,
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deserve success, though they may not command it. It is not
often that a village 110 larger than this expends forty thousand
dollars in half-a-dozen years to promote its material interests.
As to what they have done to advance their spiritual welfare
much cannot be said; for there iB Dot a church-edifice in the
place. The Baptists and Methodists have labored in an humble
"way, however, in this corner of the moral vineyard. Each has a
small society in Douglass, 'which worships in the district school
house.

Douglass was incorporated by an act of the Legislature on the
19th of April, 1867. The principal movers to obtain the charter
were D. D. )IcKoon and F. G. Barnes. The first trustees were
Charles G..Armstrong, Dennis D. l\leI{oon, John McDuffee,
Charles D. Brand and Ulysses S. Tyler; •Assessors-s-George
Gould and Joseph Dudgeon; Colleetor-'Yillialll T. I{ellaul;
Police J ustice-s-Sanmel l\Icl{oon; 'I'reasurer-s-Heurv H. Mc
Koon ; Street Commissioner-s-J. " ..esley Tyler; Police 0011

stable-s-Wallnce Young. The corporate limits are a mile square,
and on the northerly side are the same as the boundary of the
town and county.

'Vhile the genius of material progress was rampant, a credu
lous printer was induced to start a newspaper in Douglass, who,
with commendable local pride, filled nearly an entire column
'with a business directory, in which dealers in lumber and
manufacturers of hemlock-boards 'were quite prominent. The
editor enjoyed the fat things of the future, until he found that
more substantial food was necessarJ .to prolong his mundane
existence, when he transferred his types and enterprise to other
scenes.

Besides mills and the shops of mechanics, Douglass contains
two hotels, five stores, and seventy dwellings. Its population
has been estimated at 500.

It is said that Zachariah Ferdon located at Round Pond in
l\Iay, 1824. It does not appear, however, that he owned the
land he occupied until 1844, in which year he received a deed
for it from Peter Ferdon of Gates; Monroe county, N. Y. He
was the first settler in that section of the town. His nearest
neighbors were residents of Rockland.

Benjamin Misner built a saw-mill on the outlet of Long pond
in 1831, and moved his family to the place in 1832. He was of
the family of Misners of Fallsburgh, and lived there in 1808,
when Gerard Hardenbergh was murdered. In 1811, Benjamin
and Jacobus Misner bought a tract of land in Lot 6, of Herman
M. Hardenbergh, a son of Gerard. About 1833, Benjamin took
3 number of trout from Trout brook, and put them in Long
pond, which proved congenial to this royal ~ame-fish. Trout
have since been taken from this pond which weighed five pounds.
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In the spring of 1835. J eronimus Secord moved from West
chester county to Long pond. Five or six others of the same
family-name soon after settled in the vicinity of Round pond,
and among them 'was Thomas Secord, the pugilist, whose mill
with Yankee Sullivan has been recorded in the sporting annals
of the county. Secord's friends claim that he was the real
victor in this encounter, while the prize 'wasawarded to Sullivan
by a mob of roughs. However this IlHl.Y be, Secord was so
severely pommeled by Sullivan that he ultimately died from
the injuries he received.

The first school of the neighborhood was taught in 1847, by
Sarah, a daughter of Gerard L. M. Hardenbergh, who received
two dollars per week, and boarded herself.

In the summer of 1849, Charles ",Y. Miles, Carlos P. Holcomb
and Benjamin C. Miles erected a large tannery on Hankins
creek. At this time, J udge Samuel McKoon had become a.
resident, as well as Levi Harding, Roderick Levalley, Thomas
s. Ward, ",VilliaIll C. "'Vood, Joseph F. Yendes, BUITOWS Phillifs,
G. L. 1\1. Hardenbergh, J ames Brown, John Beck, Aaron van
Benschoten, a family of Cannons, etc. .A. considerable number
of German immigrants had also settled in the territory, which
was subsequently erected as the town of Fremont.

The town-meetings of Callicoon were at that period generally
held in Jeffersonville, ncar the line of Cochecton, and the prin
cipal officers of the town resided in that quarter; hence the
settlers of the western section were pnt to great inconvenience
'when they found it nece~ary to attend to local affairs. Under
such circumstances, they soon discovered that a division of
Callicoon would be an advantage to them.

In the Fall of 1851, sundry freeholders of Callicoon gave
notice through one of the newspapers of the county, that they
would apply at the next annual meeting of the Supervisors for
a division of the town, This notice caused a violent effervescence
of Yankee and Teutonic elements. Petitions and remonstrances
were rapidly circulated through every nook and corner. At the
November election, but one hundred and fifty-seven residents
voted; and Jet within a fortnight thereafter two hundred and
sixty-two petitioned for a division, and one hundred and ninety
three remonstrated-i-making a total of 455 who claimed that
they were inhabitants!" One of these parties claimed that the
proposed division was desirable, because the people 'were ~ry
much scattered, and there was a range of hills running through
Callicoon, which formed a natural boundary between the several
sections; the other opposed a division because it 'would increase

.. At the next annual election the aggregate vote of Callicoon and Fremont waa.
402. In addition to these, many immigrants were Coot voters.
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taxation, and leave Callicoon without a depot 011 the railroad,
and a railroad to help pay its taxes.

The Supervisors referred the application, etc., to a committee
of five, viz: Neal Benson, ThoDlas "\Villiams, Edward Pll.lell,
John C. Holley and Benjamin P. Buckley, After a patient
hearing, three of the committee (Messrs. Benson, Palen and
Holley) reported that the prayer of the petitioners should be
granted; while the others (Messrs. "\Villiams and Buckley)
declared that it 'was then Impossible to determine what were
the wishes of a majority of the inhabitants, and intimated tha'
there was evident irregularity in procuring signatures for and
against the proposed division. Hence they recommended that
action should be deferred until the Board could obtain reliable
information on the subject. The Supervisors, however, by a
large majority (nine to one) resolved to erect the new town.
The member from Callicoon (Samuel 'V. -Iacksou) was then
appointed a committee to draft the necessary hill, and as soon
as he reported, it 'was passed-ayes, 10; nays, O. By this act,
the first election in Fremont was held at the house of Ezekiel
G. Scott, and David R. Perry, Boderick Levalley and Gerard
L. M. Hardenbergh were made the presiding officers of the
first town-meeting.

Those who opposed the erection of Fremont resided ou the
North Branch and on the section east of that stream. If tlu
territory of Callicoon had remained intact, North Brauch 'would
have been a central point, and a large majority would have been
in favor of making it the quasi capital of the town, instead of
Jeffersonville. Hence the opposition in that quarter, ana hence
Mr. Jackson, who was a sagacious business mall of J etfersou
ville, 'was willing that the western inhabitants should "go ill
peace." If not permitted to do so, he foresaw that they would
unite with the people of North Branch against Jefrer:sonyille~

and that the combined opposition would overwhelm the latter.
It is a notable fact that Benjamin P. Buckley, who 'was the

Supervisor of Liberty in 1851, and did not readily consent to
the erection of the new town, subsequently removed to Fremont,
where, as one of the firm of B. P. Buckley & Son, he became
largely interested in the tanning business; and that four mem
bers of the Buckley family have since been Supervisors of the
town.

Fremont received the name it bears, because a majority of
its leading men were ardent admirers of John C. Fremont, a
full account of whom 'will be found in almost any history of the
United States.

The first road of the town is what is known as the Cannon
road, from the Korth Branch to Hankins; the second runs from
North Branch to Fremont Centre, and from thence to Hankins;
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afterwards the road from the Centre to Long Pond and Round
pond, and thence to ",Vestfield Flats WR.H laid out, as well as
the one from Long Eddy up Basket creek to Trout brook.
Other highways have since been made connecting various
neighborhoods of the town.

Fremont affords another proof that the axiom, "l\Iurder will
out," is based more on superstition than truth. In September,
1854, 8 human skeleton 'was found in a swanlp about a mile
north of Hankins, covered with large stones, and near it,
concealed under a log, were a pair of boots and some clothes.
The condition in which these things were, when discovered, led
to the belief that they had been undisturbed for five or six
years, and that the remains were those of a man who had been
murdered, and whose body had been concealed in this swamp.
Neither the name of the victim, or of the murderer, 'was ever
known or suspected. The unfortunate man nla)" have been
employed in laboring for a railroad-contractor, and when on
the point of returning with a few hard-earned dollars to his
friends in a distant part of the country, may have been decoyed
to this lone place, and here killed for his nloney; or he may
have been a stranger who came with means to buy land. Such
persons 'were constantly CODling and going, and their sudden
disappearance would have excited 110 interest in their fate.

Two little daughters of John Heldrick, an early settler,
wandered from the home of their parents, and became lost in
the woods. As soon as the scattered pioneers of the neighbor
hood were notified, they searched for the bewildered children,
and after protracted efforts discovered them in a hollow' log.
Terror, hunger and fatigue were too much for the oldest girl.
an impressible, nervous child aged six years. When found she
was insane, and although she lived ten years, her mind was
never restored to its former condition.*

There are but two churches in Fremont. One of them is at
Fremont Centre, and belongs to the ~Iethodists. It was built
in 1860, during the pastorate of Rev. Aaron Coons, and cost
upwards of $2,000.

The other is St. l\Iary's church, (Roman Catholic) at Obern
burgh. Rev. John Ranfeisen, its first pastor, was here as early
as 1852. He was succeeded by Rev. Joseph Heesch, a native
of Prussia, who has labored here alnong the German }?opulation
for many years. The present church-edifice was built in 1861,
but was not consecrated until June 23, 1865, when ninety-five
persons were confirmed. The members number about 350.

$ Child's Gazetteer.
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POPULATION-V.UUATION-TAXATION.

Yea.r. Popu- !Assessed! Town ICo. ana
lation, i Value. :Charges.] State.

---------.---11---: :----1-----
1,728! $11B,(}7;,) $5~)(U)7! $SS9..")8

__________~_2=--,2_2_0_1_1_0_3_,,_520: .2~499.76i 2,30~~~
1860 .
1870 .

NOTE.-For sevesal items of information in regard to Fremont
we are indebted to William Hill, a former Clerk of the county;
who, as an officer, has had no superior. ..

SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF FREMONT.

To

1852 Samuel McI{oon 1853
1853 Charles "1'. Miles 18')~3

1855 Joseph F. Yendes 185t)
1856 Aaron '7'an Benschoten 1857
1857 Simeon D. Wood 1858
1858 Martin A. Smith 1861
1861 Charles W. Miles 1862
1862 Walter B. Buckley. .. . 1864
1864 I. B. Buckley 186.3
1865 Benjamin P. Buckley .. . 1867
1867 Isaac Forshay 1869
1869 Frank Buckley 1872
1872 Levi Harding 1873
1873 Abram Wood , 1874



CHA.PTER X.

THE TOWN OF HIGHLU-""D.

This town was taken from the territorv of Lumberland, bv
an act of the Board of Supervisors, on the 17th of December,
1853, and consists of numbers Fourteen to Twonty-five inclusive
of the Seventh division; and Lots Two, Three and Four of tho
First division of the Minisink Patent. It is situated on the
highlands east of the Delaware, and from them derives its name.
Some of these ridges have an altitude, it is said, of from 1,oon
to 1,200 feet. 1\:--e-cannot learn that they were ever measured
by competent men, and therefore conclude that their height is
estimated.

The same causes which retarded the growth and prosperity
of Lumberland and Tusten have had their logical effects here.
In early times, the population consisted of lumbermen, who
were employed by non-resident owners to strip the town of its
valuable timber, and convert it as expeditiously and cheaply aR
possible into cash. If the profits of the business had been
retained in the town, and expended for improvements, the value
and importance of Highland would have been enhanced in no
dezree which we cannot now estimate.

Highland contains 33,050 acres, less than two thousand of
'which are improved, and two years after its erection, had a
population of 865. Though its numbers are small, it has always
had more than its ratio of sterling men, some of whom 'will
receive honorable mention in this chapter.

The principal streams of Highland are Beaver brook and
Halfway brook. The first was so named, because, when first
visited by the whites, the beaver 'was very common there; and
the latter, because by an ancient trail across the country, it was
struck half-way from the l\Iongaup to the Delaware. Each
stream has several affluents, and its course on maps of the
town is dotted with numerous saw-mills.

There are several natural ponds or lakes in Highland-s-Mud
and Hagan in the east; York in the south; and l\Iontgomery,
Little, Big and Blind in the west,

r~02j
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The name of Mud pond is descriptive, It is a small lake
with a very muddy bottom.

Hagan pond, it is believed, is so called because a man of that
name first settled near it.

Montgomery pond received its name from Henry Montgomery,
who settled on Its east shore. Below it, on the same stream is
Little pond. They are round or oval in shape, and have white
and gray sand-beaches. The land around them is said to be of
good quality.

Big pond is so called because it is larger than Little pond.
There are other small lakes in Highland, which we will leave

where they are likely to remain, in the woods,

POP{;L\TIOX-VALUATIOX-TAx..\TIOX.

I I i ~

:Popu-IAssessed: Town I Co. an-I
!lation. i value. :Charges.; State.

--- '----1----1- - -- - - -

1860 990") 1 ~16116")' ~')')'.) °6 ~1111 '-' t••••••••••••••••••• , • Vi '*' , o. .... .;.j ....:).;} ".. .tt

18"'0 9-81 11- -6-! 0) 11"'()3 )r-S9-~, ~ul ;),u;): ", ,:".'l .. ;).

Previous to the war of the Revolution, this region was 3.

hunting-ground of the Lenape, and their half-civilized neighbors,
the trappers of Minisink and l\Iamakating. Its numerous
streams and lakes, as well as its galue, made it very attractive
to both white and red nomades of that period. Tom Quick
waylaid and killed two Indians near Hagan pond, and often
·came here with the white hunters of Minisink. On one
occasion he was at the pond with a man named Cornelius
De",Vitt, 'who 'wag afterwards captured by the Indians and taken
to Canada, \Vhile preparing to make their evening fire, they
discovered signs which led them to believe that a savage was
ill the neighborhood, and Tom proposed to look for the red-skins
while DeWitt collected wood, To this the latter was opposed,
but nothing that he could say persuaded the other to forego his
intention. Tom prepared for an encounter, and then cautiously
crept along the lake-shore until he came to the outlet. There
he had to pas~ over an open space, in doing which he saw au
Inman beyond gun-shot, on the Big marsh, as it was called.
The latter discovered Tom at the same moment, and fled, going
apparently toward the Delaware. As it was near night, Tom
returned to his camping-place; but the next morning took tho
Indian's trail and followed it as far as the Brink pond, in
Pennsylvania. He was enabled to do this by observing signs
which no civilized man can see. At Brink pond he once more
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saw the Indian, and the latter finding he was pursued, fled like
a frightened stag. Tom then returned, knowing that the chase
'was useless, ana that the red-skin would not soon moderate his
pace.

Highland WaR settled immediately after the Revolutionary
war. In 1784, Benjamin Haines was living with his family at
Handsome Eddy. Not far from the same time, John Barnes
located at Narrow Falls, where his descendants became 80

numerous, that of the fourteen persons who, in 1799, organized
the Congregational Church of that place, eight bore his name
the venerable Christian patriarch himself heading the list.
Among those to whom he then gave the right hand of fellowship
was Ichabod Carmichael and Asa Crane. John Carpenter,
William Seeley, U. Patterson and "i"illiam Bandall were pio
neers in the Beaver Brook region.

In this town, in the Revolutionary war, was fought what is
known to historians as the battle of Minisink. It has received
this name, although it did not take place in the Minisink
country, and the peop!e of that region had very little to do with
it. The contest was between the militia of Goshen, assisted by
a small party frODI "rarwick, and a few volunteers, on the one
side, and the celebrated Mohawk chief, Thayendanegea (better
known as Colonel Brant) and his savage and tory-followers, on
the other. As this contest occurred on elevated ground of this
region, 'we shall speak of it as the battle in Highland.

Thayendanegea and his fighting-men were the scourge of
south-western Ulste:r from 1775 to 1783. He was of pure
Iroquois blood, and born on the banks of the Ohio in 1742.
Here his father died, when his mother returned with him and
his sister to the Mohawk, where the widow married an Indian
named Barent, and thereafter the children were known as Joseph
and Mary or Molly Brant. Molly became the leman of Sir
William Johnson, who sent her brother to Dr. Wheelock's
school at Lebanon, Connecticut, where the lad was educated
for the Christian ministry. From some cause he did not enter
the ranks of the clergy. In his old age, however, he labored
to convert his people to the white man's faith, and while doing
so translated a part of the New Testament into the Mohawk
Ianguage."

'Vhen twenty years old, Brant became the secretary and
agent of Sir William, and while they lived, was intimately
connected with the J ohnsons and Butlers. As the Revolutionary
storm was brewing, both whigs and tones made efforts to influ
ence his conduct. The first, through Rev. Samuel Kirkland, a
devoted and loved missionary among the Six Nations, endeav-

.. Lossing's Celebrated AmeriCAna.



THE TOWN OF mGHLANn. 305

ored to induce Brant to continue neutral; but the agents of the
British prevailed. In 1775, he left the Mohawk and went to
Canada. Here, as a colonel of the British army, and a war
chief of the Iroquois, he srganized and sent forth those predatory
bands of Indians and tories which devastated the frontier from
the "rater-gap to the Mohawk river. Manv of these bands
were commanded by him in person, particularly those which
'visited Wawarsing and Minisink. In 1780, he boasted that the
Esopus border was his old fighting-ground..

His personal appearance and bearing were well calculated to
inspire the respect and obedience of his savage followers.
Captain Jeremiah Snyder, who, with his son Elias, was made
prisoner near Saugerties, and taken to Niagara, thus describes
this famous chief:

"He was good-looking, of fierce aspect, tall and rather spare,
well-spoken, and apparently about thirty years of age. He
wore moccasins elegantly trimmed with beads, leggings, and a
breech-cloth of superfine blue, a short green coat, with two
silver epaulets, and a small, round, laced hat. By his side was
M elegant silver-mounted cutlass; and his blanket of blue cloth
(purposely dropped in the chair on which he sat to display his
epaulets) was gorgeously adorned with a border of red. His
language was very insulting."

Brant has been denounced as an inhuman wretch. Even an
English author attributes to him the atrocities of WJoming.
But great injustice has been done him. The charge of cruelty
he always repelled with much indignation, and a great number
of instances can be adduced to show that although in battle he
generally gave full scope to the murderous propensities of his
followers, he endeavored to mitigate the horrors of war when
ever he could do so 'without destroying his influence with his
own race. W'ben he invaded Minisink in 1779, he marked
the aprons of little girls with his totem, and thus kept them
from harm. By stratagem, he saved Col. Harper, an old school
mate, from the gauntlet. Even in battle, he was ruled b): the
principles 'of Masonry. In 1780, he returned from a raid on
Harpersfield by the ,,~ay of the Delaware, when he rebuked the
Oneidas, who remained friendly to the Americans, for cruelty
to non-combatants. He then wrote them the following letter
in the Iroquois language:

" Ne we se watogcayhse ne wastonronon, ne ne aguegough
ghe yenaghne, ne gatho Ratinagere, gen ne youagh yagheya
tengh a we, ne esone sakheyaghe kawe, ne ne yogotrigo hogo
nagh, yaghte atteryo te ye yadondagh kivan a so yoteghhaet ne
ok theva go triyo ogh tayon ta tye von nyon tyodken Etho
negyerha, tsinough gwa wenthogh tyodkon eso sekheyaght ka,

20
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waghs-ne kadi eso togwana kwa tani ne seugha ok enston
sayetshiyero ne, you neyawight Enaghsgwa toghsa. kadi non
Etho uivawou sawatsi wahiouise.

"Ouenoni ejhyagh thon sa ka to yen.•ne ne segon atho nenya.
'wen on the Delaware April 15th 1780.

"JOSEPH BRANT."*

Previous to August 21st, 1788, Colonel Brant wrote a letter
from Oquaga to Colonel Jacob Klock, commander of a regiment
of Tryon county militia, from which we make this extract:

"I am sorry, notwithstanding all the gentle usage 'we have
from time to time given the prisoners we have taken from you,
and even letting manv of them go home after we made [them]
prisoners, that you who boast of being a civilized people, have
treated our people who were so unfortunate as to fall in Jour
hands in a most inhuman manner, beating them after you had
bound them; but if you persist in waging war after that manner,
"we will ere long convince JOu that our lenity proceeded from
humanity, not fear."t

Providence made Brant an adroit strategist, and his native
talent 'was strengthened and sharpened by the society and the
learning of Europeans. He fell like a tllunder-bolt upon his
enemies, and destroyed them. His blows were equally unex
pected and disastrous.

'Ye do not propose to give a full account of his acts here. It
is sufficient for our purpose to record no more than has a direct
bearing on our own county.

In October, 1778, he crossed the wilderness from the Dela
'ware to the Neversink, and passing down the latter, on the 13th
of the month, invaded Peenpack, His approach was discovered,
and a majority of the inhabitants fled to the block-houses.
Many were killed, among whom were an old man named Swart
wout and four of his sons. James, another son, escaped. In
the Peenpack block-house "were many women and children, and
hut nine men. Captain Abraham Cuddeback the commander,
caused the women to don men's attire, and parade with his
squad of militia in such a way that the enemy were led to

• TB.\XSLATIO:!i OF REV-, ELEAZER WILLIAMS:

Be it known to you Bostonians, that all the inhabitants here of whom I had
taken captives, I carry but few of them with me, and much greater part, who are feeble
811<1 incapable for war, I have set them at liberty. It is a great slamc to abuse the
feeble ones, I have always said so ever since we commenced to kill ~·ou" Man)"
prisoners I have released, therefore you ,have grvatlv roused my wrath, mthat you
continue to abuse those who are like prisoners. Let it be no longer. So far yon are
men ae well as we, and if you still persist to do 80, I know not what may happen here
after.

On thc Delaware, April 15th, 1780.

t Ulst~r Historical :.; )ci'~ty Papcrs ,

(Signed) J OSF-PH BRA.~T.
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'believe that the" fort" was strongly garrisoned. Brant, having
no artillery, did not dare attack the block-house; but contented
himself WIth cutting off stragglers, securing the horses. cows,
oxen, etc., of the farmers, and burning the buildings. After
doing what injury he could, he left with his plunder and followers,
and was not pursued.

In consequence of this raid, Count Pulaski was ordered to
the Minisink country with a battalion of cavalry, for the protec
tion of that region. He remained there but a few weeks; for,
in February, 1779, he left with his force for South Carolina,"
and the valley of the Neversink and the l\Iamakating was left
without protection, except what was afforded by such of the
settlers as were not serving their country at other points. Of
this fact Brant was not long ignorant.

In the summer of 1779, while General John Sullivan was
gathering an army at Wyoming to chastise the Senecas and
other hostile savages of western New York, Brant was engaged
in making a second descent on Mamakating. He reached
Peenpack on the night succeeding the 19th of July, 177U, nnd
spread terror and devastation throughout the valley. The
attack 'was commenced before daylight, and so stealthily did
the wily Mohawk approach his victims, that several families
were cu' off before an alarm was made. The first intimation
which the people had of the presence of the enemy, was the
discovery that several buildings were in flames, Dismay and
confusion ensued. Some fled to the woods with their wives and
children, and some.to the block-houses. The sayages and tories
plundered, burned and killed as they were disposed.

After destroying twenty-one dwellings and barns, together
with the old Mamachamnck church and a grist-mill, and killing
an unknown number of patriots, the enemy disappeared, loaded
with spoil. They diel not attack any of the block-houses, of
which the red men entertained a wholesome fear. Brant
marched hastily back to Grassy Swamp brook,t where he had
left a portion of his followers.

Some of the fugitives fled from the valley, and carried news
of the savage incursion to Goshen. Colonel Tusten of the
militia of that town and its vicinitv immediately issued orders
to the officers of his command, to .,meet him on the following
day (the 21st) at the store-house of Major Decker, with as many
volunteers as they could raise. The order was promptly obeyed,
and one hundred and forty-nine men, including SOUle of tho
principal ~ent1em€n of the county, 'were at the place of rendez
vous at the appointed time. A counsel of war was held to

.. Historical Collectiona of New York.
tThi~ brook enter, the !Ionganp a few miles from where that stream enters tho

Delaware.
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consider the expediency of a pursuit. Colonel Tusten was
opposed to risking an encounter with the subtile Mohawk chief,
with so feeble a command, especially as the enemy was known
to be greatly superior to them in numbers. The Americans
'were not well provided with arms and ammunition, and it was
wise to wait for re-inforcements. Others, however, were for
inunediute pursuit. They held the Indians in contempt, insisted
that they would not fight; and declared that ·a recapture of the
plunder was an easy achievement. The counsels of reckless
bravery, untempered by reason and intelligence, are not always
followed by good results. A majority were evidently in favor
of pursuit, when Major Meeker mounted his horse, flourished
his sword, and shouted-" Let the brave men follow me! The
cowards may stay behind!". This appeal decided the question.
It silenced the prudent. The excited militia-men took up their
line of march, and followed the old Katheghton (Cochecton) trail
seventeen miles, when they encamped at Skinner's mill, near H~
gie's pond,* about three miles from the mouth of Half-way brook.

This day's march must have nearly exhausted the little al'luy,
The pursuit was commenced sometime in the ni~ht. The papers
left by Captain Abraham Cuddeback, and now 1ll the possession
of his descendants, show that the party reached the house of
James Finch, at what is now Finchville, on the east sids of the
Shawangunk, in time for breakfast, and that he supplied them
'With salted provisions. From here they crossed the mountain,
and reached the house of Major Decker, and then pushed on
over an Indian trail seventeen miles farther. How many men
of Orange and Sullivan, in these effeminate days, can endure
such a tramp, encumbered with guns and knapsacks?

On the morning of the 22d, they were joined by a small re-in
forcement under Colonel Hathorn, of the "7"arwick regiment,
who, as the senior of Colonel Tusten, took the command. They
advanced to the Half-way brook, where they came upon the
Indian encampment of the previous night, and another council
'was held. Colonels Hathorn and Tusten and others were
opposed to advancing farther, as the number of Indian fires and
the extent of ground the enemy had occupied, removed all
doubt as to the superiority of Brant's force. A scene similar
to that which had broken up the previous council was once
more witnessed. The voice of prudence had less influence than
the voice of bravado.t The lIeekers carried the day; but at
the end the Meckel'S did not have the grace to sanctify their
own imprudence by the baptism of fire and blood.j

$ DaW8on'M Battles of the United StatE.-S. t ~tonc'8 Life of Brant.
; There wus an officer who made quite a display of bravcry on the march, "Who.

with his company, was within hearing while the enuagr-ment lasted, but could not be
induced to gu tu the relief of his C01.111t~·lIlen.-S(alpllle,,(of Josepl« Carpenter tv Lotan.
Sl/~ith.
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It was evident that Brant was not far in advance, and it was
important to know whether he intended to cross the Delaware
at the usual fording-place, and follow the Lackawaxen trail.
Captain Bezaleel Tyler and Captain Abrahanl Cuddeback, both
of 'whom had some knowledge of the woods, 'WE're sent forward
to ascertain Brant's movements, and reached the ford without
interruption. Apparently Brant had already crossed. ""hat
they saw led them to think so, especially as they perceived no
Indians behind them, and there were sa,ages and plunder on
the opposite shore, and a savage was then passing oyer, mounted
on a horse which had been stolen from Major Decker. The
two scouts fired at this fellow, and, it is said, wounded him
fatally. But they were immediately shot at by skulking sa,'ages
in their rear, and Tyler fell dead. It is probable that nearly
ever)" shot was directed at him, as he was very obnoxious to
the tories and their allies. Cuddeback 'was unhurt, and suc
-ceeded in reaching the main body of Americans, where he
reported what he had seen and heard." The killing of Captain
Tyler caused a profound sensation among his friends; but
instead of dampening, it added to their fierce determination.

After leaving the mouth of the Half-wav brook (now Barry
ville) it is believed that Brant followed tlie river-bank toward
the 'Lackawaxen ford, to which he had sent his plunder ill
advance. Hathorn resolved to intercept him at the crossing,
and to do so attempted to reach the ford first by a rapid marcll
over the high ground east of the river. As they approached
the ground on which the battle 'was fought, Brant was seen
deliberately marching toward the ford. O\\ing to intervening
woods and hills, the belligerents soon lost sight of each, other,
'when Brant wheeled to the tj$ht and passed up a ravine known
as Dry brook, over which Hathorn hail or was compelled to
pass. By this stratagem, Brant was enabled to throw himself
into Hathorn's rear; cut off a part of the latter's men who had
fallen behind the main body, and deliberately select his ground
for a battle, and form an ambuscade.

The battle-ground is situate on the crest of a hill, in the
town of Highland, about one mile northerly from the Delaware
river, and half 3. mile north-westerly from the Dry brook at its
nearest joint. It is also distant about three miles from Barry
ville an one from Lackawaxen. The hill has an altitude ~f
twenty-five or thirty feet above its base, and of about two
hundred above the" Delaware, and descends east, west and
south, while there is a nearly level plateau extending toward

• Papers of Captain Abraham Cuddeback. Cuddeback declared that Tyler ~1I11
himself went ahead and from the hills saw the Indians crossing thr- river wnh the-ir
plunder; they proceeded down to the ford, and discovered 8 sa V:I~(' Klliug" OWl" 1111
Major Decker's horse ; they tired at him, when Captain Tvl. r WR~ shot, 011 t1J~

opposite shore Indians were moving down stream.-J...JtO)/ ."',,,ia, ':0; :\1\ ......
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the north. This level ground is rimmed (particularly on the
south side) 'with an irregular and broken ledge of rocks.* On
that part of the ground nearest the river the Americans were
hemmed in, and. caught like rats in a trap.

The battle commenced about ten o'clock in the morning.
Before a gun was fired, Brant appeared in full view of the
Americans, told them that his force was superior to them, and
demanded their surrender, promising to protect them. 'Vhile
parleying with them, he was shot at by one of the militia, whose
ball passed through Brant's belt, who then retired from view,
and joined his warriors.t The man who attempted to assas
sinate him under such circumstances was undoubtedly the
brreater savage of the two.

The belligerents were soon engaged in deadly conflict, when,
above the din of battle Brant was heard, in a voice which 'was
never forgotten by those who were present, giving orders for
the return of those who were on the opposite side of the river.

,A, part of the Americans kept the savages in check on the
north side of the battle-ground, while others threw up hastily
a breastwork of stones about one hundred and fifty feet from
the ledge which terminated. the southern extremity of the
plateau. Here, confined to about an acre of ground, screened
by trees, rocks, flat stones quickly turned on their edges, and
whatever the exigency of the moment afforded, about ninety
brave men, without water, and surrounded by a host of scream
ing and howlinz savages, fought from ten o'clock to nearly
sundown on a s;Stry July day. The disposition of the militia,
ana the effectual manner in which every assailable point was
defended, show that a master-mind controlled them. By COJn

mand of Hathorn, there was no aimless :firin~. Ammunition
was short, and it was necessary to husband It carefully. A
gun discharged in any quarter, revealed the position of its
owner, and left him exposed until he could reload. Except
what we have indicated, however, every man fought in the
Indian mode, each for himself, firing as a good opportunity was
presented, and engaged in individual conflicts according to the
barbarian custom.

We do not believe that the annals of modem times contain
the record of a more heroic defense. In vain for hours Brant
sought to break through the cordon of patriots. The devoted
militia-men repelled him at every point. 'Vhat the fifty were
doing who were in the morning separated from their companions
we cannot learn. They may have been driven away by superior
numbers, and they may have been blustering cowards, brave in.

• MSS. of John W. Johnston.
t Dawson's Battles of the United States. The statement is made on the authority.

of Brant himself.
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council, but timid in real danger. Their movements are veiled
in oblivion, and there we must let them remain.

.As night approached, Brant became disheartened. He be
lieved that the height could not be carried, and had determined
to order his men to retreat," when the death of an American
gave the savages an opportunity to rush inside the American
lines. This faithful man had been stationed behind a rock 011

the north-west side, where he had remained all day.f Brant
saw the advantage his death afforded, and with the warriors
near him, carried dismay into the heart of the American party.
The latter, seeing the savages in their midst, became demoral
ized, broke and fled. "~hile doing so, many of them were
killed.

Brant killed Gabriel 'Visner with his own hand. In after
years, while on a visit to New York, he declared that he found
Wisner, when the battle was over, so badly wounded, that he
could not live or be removed ; that if he 'was left alone on the
field, the wild beasts 'would devour him; that he was in full
possession of all his faculties; that for a man to be eaten while
alive by ravenous beasts was terrible; and that to save Wisner
from such a fate, he engaged him in conversation, and when
unobserved, struck him dead. Such barbarous mercy may
seem strange to us; but it is not inconsistent with the character
of a semi-civilized savage.

Captain Benjamin Vail was wounded in the battle, and after
the rout, was found seated upon a rock, and bleeding. He was
killed, while in this situation, by a tory.t

Doctor Tusten was behind a cliff of rocks attending to the
necessities of the wounded, when the rout commenced, Thero
'were seventeen disabled men under his care, who appealed for
protection and mercy; but the Indians fell upon them, and all,
including the doctor, perished under the tomahawk. Several
of the fugitives were shot while attempting to escape by swim
ming the Delaware.§ Of those engaged in the battle, thirty
escaped and forty-five, it is known, were killed. The balance
were taken prisoners, or perished while fugitives in the 'wilder
ness. Among the killed was Moses Thomas, 2d, a son of the
pioneer of that name, who was shot near the old Cushetunk
block-house. The son 'was slain by a tory named Cornelius
Cole.tl

Major 'Vood of the militia, though not a Mason, accidentally
gave the Masonic sign of distress. This was observed b)" Brant.
Faithful to his pledge, the red Master saved Wood's life, and
gave him hiE own blanket to protect him from the night-air

III Ja)' Gould's History of Delaware County.
t Dawson's Bat.tles of the United States.
::Oration of John C. Dimmick, July 22, 1862.
§Stone's Life or Brani. UTom Quick.
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while sleeping. He subsequently discovered that Wood was
not one of the brotherhood, and denounced him as-dishonorable,
but spared his life.* The blanket was accidentally damaged
'while in the prisoner's possession, 'which made Brant verv
angry. He then treated 'Vood with much harshness. 01

One of the militia attempted to escaJ?e with others; but W8!'

so exhausted he was obliged to turn aside to rest. In a little
while he saw one Indian after another running in the direction
his friends had gone. They continued to pass until a very pow
erful savage discovered him, when the man fired his last shot
and fled. The red man did not follow, He was probably dis
abled by the shot, if not killed. The name of this militia-mali,
'we believe, 'was Cuddeback.

Samuel Helm, of the Mamakating family of that name, and a
grandson of Mannel Gonsalus, the first settler of that town, was
wounded, but being an expert woodman as well as Indian-fighter,
escaped. He was stationed behind 8. tree, when he saw an Iu
dian thrust his head from behind a neighboring trunk, and peer
around as if looking for a chance to shoot a patriot. The savng«
had on his neck what appeared to be a black silk neckerchief.
At this Helm fired. Much to his satisfaction, the Indian fell
upon the ground apparently dead; but not much to his satisfac
tion, he himself was immediately shot through one of his thighs
by another of Brant's men. The wound seemed to take away
sensation and strength from the limb, and Helm dropped to th~
earth, but kept behind his natural breastwork. The Indian did
not at once rush U T to scalp Helm, being anxious to ascertain
:first whether it was safe to do so. This gave the white man a
chance to reload his rifle. After dodging around a little, the
other made a dash for Helm's scalp; but instead of getting it,
received a bullet which put an end to his life. Helm, in relat
ing the adventure to our informant (Lawrence Masten,) said the
astonishment of the red-skin, when he 'was unexpectedly con
fronted with the muzzle of the gun, 'was truly ridiculous Helm
then managed to get to a piece of low land near the battle
ground, and finally to the nver. His trail was made plain by
his own blood. He knew he would be followed and killed if he
did not baffle his pursuers. He therefore plunged into the river,
and managed to pass down some distance with the current.
Then he got ashore and hid among the rocks. As he anticipated,
the savages tracked him to the river-bank, where he saw them
hold a brief consultation, and look up and down the stream.
Not seeing him, they turned back, and he saw them no more.
Here he managed to stop the flow of blood from his wound, and
remained until it was safe to commence his lonely and 'weary

.. After his release, 'Yood assumed the obligations or this ancient and honorable
fraternity.
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journey back to the valley of the Neversink. He reached it
after much suffering.

Benjamin 'Vhitaker, who afterwards lived and died at Deposit,
was wounded during the day; but kept on fighting until he be
came sick and faint from the 10SH of blood. He then retired to
a safe place, 'where he staunched the blood with tow from his
cartridge-box, and binding up the wound with a handkerchief,
again joined eagerly in the fight.

John 'Vhitaker (a brother of Benjamin) was ill the hottest of
the battle, and, although he received nine bullet-holes through
his hat and clothes, escaped uninjured.*

Allusion has been made to Sullivan's expedition against the
hostile tribes of the Six-Nations in the summer of 1779. He
passed through Wawarsing, l\Iamakating and Deerpark ; crossed
the Delaware; followed it down to Easton; then went to
Wyoming, where his arnlY numbered three thousand; from the
latter place he conveyed his artillery and stores up the Susque
hanna to Tioga Point, where he arrived about fifteen days after
the battle near the mouth of the Lackawaxen. Here he waited
for the division of his army under General James Clinton.
Clinton marched by the way of Canajoharie, Lake Otsego, and
the Susquehanna to Tioga Point, which he reached on the 22d
of August. Brant in returning to Canada, was too shrewd to
follow the road blocked by these forces. A few days after the
battle on the banks of the Delaware, and while Clinton was
delayed at Lake Otsego, he fell upon a village in the Mohawk
valley.f Therefore, he must have avoided the Susquehanna, and
continued on up the Delaware, probably following the West or
Mohawk branch, and around Clinton's rear.

An account of the terrible chastisement administered by
Sullivan on the confederated tribes belongs to general rather
than local history. He swept oyer the fertile plains of the
Iroquois like devastating fire, destroying everything, and leaving
hundreds of feeble non-combatants to perish from destitution
and exposure. Say what we may, the sum of human 'woe
wrought by him in a few days, more than equals that of Brant's
entire life. Suffering should be judged by its magnitude and
intensity, not by the mode of its infliction.

After 1779, no formidable attempt was made to invade l\Iama
kating; but the country was occasionnlly visited by small
predatory bands, which cut off isolated families, and those who
incautiously visited exposed points.

In April, 1780, Brant started from Niagara for the Schoharie
frontier. At Tioga Point, he detailed eleven of his warriors to
go to Minisink fOJ; prisoners and scalps. 1Vith the remainder

• Jav Gould's Hrstorv orDelaware Counrv.
fDa\l"'son's Battles vi the rnitt-d ~tatt·~•.
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of his force, he went as far as Harpersfield, where he took
Colonel Harper, Freegift Patchin and several other prisoners.
Harper made him believe that the. fort at Schoharie was
occupied by several hundred men. This caused Brant to turn
hack. He followed down the Delaware as far as the Cook
House, then crossed the country to Oquaga, and when he
reached the Chemung, the whole party was startled by the
death-Jell, which rang through the woods like. the scream of a.
demon. They paused, waiting for an explanation of this
unexpected signal, when two of the eleven Indians who had
been sent to Minisink emerged frOID the woods, bearing the
moccasins of their nine companions. Thev informed their
chief that they had been to Minisink, where they had captured,
one after another, five lusty men, and had brought them as far
us Tioga Point, where they encamped for the night. Here,
while the eleven Indians were asleep, the prisoners had by
unknown means got rid of the cords which bound them, when
each took a hatchet, and with incredible celerity brained nine of
their captors. The other two savages, aroused by the sound
of the blows, sprang to their feet and fled; but as they ran one
of them received the blade of a hatchet between his shoulders.
They saw no more of the white men ; but after a time, returned
to their emnping-ground, took the moccasins from the feet of
their slaughtered friends, went a short distance up the Chemung,
built a hut near the trail by which Brant would travel when he
returned, and endeavored to cure the wound made by the hatchet.

When Brant's men heard this. story, they were so enraged
that it seemed probable that they would murder their prisoners;
but the only one of the eleven who escaped unhurt, threw him
self in their midst and declared that "these are not the men
who killed our friends, and to take the life of the innocent, in
cold blood, cannot be right." His words had the desired effect,
and soothed the storm which a moment before had threatened
destruction.*

For forty-three years, the bones of those who had been slain
on the banks of Delaware 'were permitted to molder on the
battle-ground. But one attempt had been made to gather them,
and that was by the widows of the slaughtered men, of ",hOD)

there were thirty-three in the Presbyterian congregation ot
Goshen. They set out for the place of battle on horseback;
but finding the journey too hazardous, they hired a man to per
form the pious duty, who proved unfaithful, and never returned.

.. This is the story as it "'3.8 told by the Indians in the presence of Mr. Patchin.
who repeats it 111 the narrative of his captivity, William L. Stone. in his History 01
Wyoming. says that the celebrated scout sud Indian-tig-hter. Major M08<:8 Yan Campen,
was one of the men who killed the nine savages, '\nd that the prisoners were residents
of Wyoming. Stone received his information from Van Campen himself, when the
Iatter W8ti v~ry old,
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In IR22, the citizens of Goshen were led to perform a long
neglected duty by an address of Doctor D. R. Arnell, at the
annual meeting of the Orange County l\f('dical Society, in which
he gave a brief biography of Doctor Tusten. A committee
was fi] )l)ointt~d to collect the remains and ascertain the names ot
the fal en. The committee proceeded to the battle-ground, a
distance of fortv-six miles from Goshen, and viewed some of the
frightful elevations and descents oyer v..hich the militia had
passed when pursuing the red marauders. The place where
the conflict occurred, and the region for several miles around,
were carefully examined, and the relics of the honored dead
gathered witl{'pious care. The skeleton of one Ulan was dis
covered whore he had crept into a crevice of the rocks, and (lied.
Some feared that a part of the hones" were those of the enelny;
hut this fear was dismissed when it was sugge-sted that the
I ndians consider it a duty to inter the bodies of their friends
who are killed in battle.

The remains were taken to Goshen, where they 'were buried
in the presence of fifteen thousand persons, including the mil
itary of the county, and (1 corps of cadets from 'Vest Point under
the command of Major Worth. The venerable John Hathornt
was also present, and laid the corner-stone of the monument
erected to the meDlory of the dead patriots, when he delivered
the following address:

"At the end of three and forty years, 'we have assembled to
perform the sad rites of sepulture to the bones of our country
men and kindred. But these are not sufficient; policy has
united with the gratitude of nations in erecting some memorial
of the virtues of those who died in defending their country.
Monuments to the brave are mementoes to their descendants ;
the honors they record are stars to the patriot in the path of
glory. Beneath the mausoleum whose foundation we now lay,
repose all that was earthly of patriots and heroes. This honor
has long been their due; but circumstances, which it is unnec
essary for IDe to recount, have prevented an earlier display of
the gratitude of their country. Having commanded on that
melancholy occasion, which bereft the nation of so many of its
brightest ornaments-haying been the .companion of their suf
ferings in a pathless desert, and the 'witness of their valor against

$ Enger 8:l.YS that three hundred bones were found-a rather limited number fur
fonty-riv« pvrsons ! Jc sf:l It Cnrpcnu-r was the guide of the committee, and assisted in
searching for the horu-s. )J()~t of th-rn were found Dear a small marsh or pond a few
rods we-st of the battle-ground. Thi« fad- MhoWR that some" ot the Americans, rendered
reckless by thirst, went for wate-r, anrl wrre killed.

t John Hathorn rc.·pr(O~'·llh'tl Orallg'" eounty in the Assembly from 1777 to 1785,
and was twic-e ~}J('akc'r ot that }"H1y. From 17~7 to 1~ he was a senator from the
Middle district. H(~ Wll~ )\l~'''' th·· "Il1IITIl:mucr of a brigade of militia, and a Member
of Congress in 17~, 17~J 17W and 1791.
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a saYa~e foe of superior numbers, I approach the duty assigned
me with mingled feelings of sadness and ~leasure.

"MaJ this monument endure with the liberties of our country.
When they perish, this land will be no longer worthy to hold
within its bosom the consecrated bones of its heroes."

An oration was then delivered by Bev, James R. Wilson, D.
D., 'Which we will not quote, because a major part of his state
ments have already been given in this narrative.

The names of those who were slain in the battle are inscribed
on the monument as follows:

NORTH SIDE.

Benjamin Tusten, Col Gabriel "risner, Esq.
Bezaleel rrvler, Capt. Stephen l\Iea<.l,
Ephraim Masten, Ens. Benjamin Vail, Capt.
Nathaniel Fitch, Adj. John 'Vood, Lieut.
John Duncan, Capt. Matthias Terwilliger,
Samuel Jones, Capt. Joshua Lockwood,
John Little, Capt. Ephraim Forguson.
Ephraim Middaugh, Ens.

WES1' SIDE.

Robert Townsend,
Samuel Knapp,
James Knapp,
Benjamin Bennett,
Willialn Barker,
Jacob Dunning,
Jonathan Pierce,
James Little,

J ohn Carpenter,
David Birney,
Jonathan Haskell,
Abram'Villiams,
James Mosher,
Isaac Wa~d,

Baltus Niepos,

J oseph Norris,
Gilbert S. 'Tail,
Joel Decker,
Abram Shepherd,
Nathan 'Vade,
Simon "rait,

Tabnage.

SOUTH SIDE.

Gamaliel Bailey,
Moses Thomas,
Eleazer Owens,
Adam Embler,
Samuel Little,
Benjamin Dunning,
Daniel Reed.

EA.ST SIDE.

Erected by the inhabitants of Orange county,
July 22, 1822.

Sacred to the memorv of fortv-four of their
Fellow-citizens, who fell at

The Buffle cf Jliu isink, July 22, 1779.
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This monument gradually fell into decay, and no measures
were taken to :preserve it. In 1860, Merrit H. Cook, M. D., a
distinguished citizen of Orange county, bequeathed four thou
sand dollars for the erection of a new one, which was dedicated
on the S3d anniversary of the battle, on which occasion John
C. Dimmick, a native of Bloomingburgh, officiated as the orator
of the day. Mrs. Abigail Mitchell, a daughter of Captain
Bezaleel Tyler, was present, and witnessed the ceremonies.
She was five years of age at the time of the battle; and had
lived during the greater portion of her life at Cochecton.

The battle-ground is now (1870) owned by Harmon B.
Twitchell, who lives in its vicinity. An attempt has been made
to open a stone quan.-y on the Point; but it proved unsuccessful.
On the plateau near the Point, another attempt has been made
with better success, by Horace Twitchell and Robert F. Owen.
Bullets, fragments of bones, etc., are yet found where the
contest occurred. Breastworks are still quite/lain, and stones
stand on their edges. Brant's name is carve on a tree near
the Point, and on a rock at some distance.*

Benjamin Haines, the pioneer at Handsome Eddy, was one
of those brutal men who rush beyond the bounds of civilization,
because they can find nothing congenial in well-organized and
well-regulated communities. This allegation is rendered a
verity by the following narrative:

In 1784, three Indians named Nicholas, Canope and Ben
Shanks or Huycon, carne to their old camping-grounds on the
Delaware to fish and hunt. But little is known of Nicholas.
Canope was a native of Cochecton, where he had grown from
childhood to manhood, and was much esteemed. When the
Colonies revolted, he went to Canada and took up the hatchet
for King George. Ben Shanks 'was a crafty, subtile savage.
His christian-name was Benjamin. Before the war he had
worked for the farmers of Shawan~mk, and quite often for a
man named Schenck. From that CIrcumstance he was known
as Schenck's Ben, and ultimately, on account of the great length
of his legs, as Ben Shanks.t He was engaged in almost every
expedition from Niagara against the frontiers of Ulster, and was
so useful to the British that at one time he was in command of
one hundred warriors. It is said that he was the tallest Indian
ever seen Oil the banks of the Delaware, and the natural hid
eousness of his aspect was intensified by an accident. "'lrile
on the war-path with a large party, a quantity of powder got
wet. Shanks. attempted to dry it by a fire, when it exploded,
and burnt him and several others so badly that they were dis
abled for some time. He was much disfigured in consequence.

*' ~ulliVlln COUnT)· Ite-publican, July i, IM71.
tHe was a.J80 known as Ben de WIlt, or Wild Ben.
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When Shanks and his companions returned to the Delaware
in 1784, they were first seen at Cochecton, where they stop
ped a day or two to renew the friendly relations which had
existed before the war. Among others, they visited Joseph
Boss, David Young and Josiah Parks. While they were at the
house of Ross, they amused themselves by shooting across the
river at a large chestnut tree, 'which is still standing. They were
advised bv several pergOllS to go no farther, and told that their
lives would be in danger if they went below, as there were some
desperate characters there-TonI Quick among the number
who would not hesitate to murder them. Huycon, Canope and
Nicholas did not heed this advice. They had passed back and
forth through this region in safety during the 'war, and believed
that it would be cowardly to tum back from fear when peace
'was established. 'I'hev went as far as the Shohola, where they
commenced trapping f~)r heaver, and where Haines, while roving
through the woods, discovered them. He professed to he ,ery
glad to see them, and accosted theID: in the most friendly man
ner, calling them brothers, and assuring them that he was over
joyed to meet them once more. 'I'he Indians having just killed
a <leer, the whole party partook of a hearty meal of venison.
After this, the savages invited Haines to visit them again, and
he urged them to come to his cabin at the Eddy. He then went
home, and as soon as possible concerted with Tom Quick and a
man named Jacobus Chambers to entice the red men to his
house, and there murder them in cold blood, and rob them of
their furs and other property.

Their plan was to induce Shanks and the others to visit the
110u~e of Haines, under a promise of protection, and get them
to engage in fishing at the Eddy, 'while Quick and Chambers
were in ambush on the shore, from which they would shoot
Haines' guests. Accordingly Haines prevailed on Shanks and
Canope to come out, by promising to protect them, and take
their furs to Minisink, and exchange them for such articles as
they needed. Nicholas, it seems, did not come with the others
for some reason not now remembered. Not long after, Quick
and Chambers reached the Eddy, and according to agreement
concealed themselves in a clump of bushes close by the fishing
rocks, where Haines had promised to entice his proteqes. They
did not wait long before Canope, Huycon and Haines, and a
little son of the latter, came to the rocks and began to fish.
Before Tom and his companion fired, it occurred to Haines
that the boy might be injured in the affray, and he ordered him
home. Something in the manner of the white man caused the
Indians to suspect his fidelity, but he quickly quieted their
suspicions, and the three continued their sport. Canope having
broken his hook, and none of the party having one to give him,
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he laid down on the rocks near Shanks, with his head resting
upon his hand. This was considered it favorable opportunity,
and Quick and CHambers fired. One of their balls passed
through Canope's hand and the lower part of his head; but did
not kill him. He ran to Haines, and claimed the protection
which had been promised; when the wretch seized a pine-knot,
and exclaiming, " Tink! tink! how you ust to kill white folks.
'Pant! 'pant! I'll sand yer soul to hall 'n a momant !" dispatched
him by beating out his brains.

Even Tom, who for many_.,ears had been familiar with scenes
of blood, 'was shocked at Haines' perfidy. He carne up as the
latter was dealing out his blows, and shouted, "D-n a man
'who will promise an Indian protection, and then knock him on
the head!"

Shanks, who was unharmed, jnnlred into the river, and
pretended to be 'wounded and drowning, until the current had
carried him to a point where the bank was covered with bushes.
Here he scrambled on shore, and ran off, limping, hallooing ann
groa.ning, as if in ~reat agony. The ruse did not deceive Quick,
however, who, findine that Shanks was traveling pretty fast for
a man who pretended to be fatally wounded, started in pursuit,
loading his rifle as he ran, and was soon near enouah to fire.
At the moment he snapped his gun, Shanks glancedback over
his shoulder, and fell to the ground. He afterwards said that
he dodged at the flash of the gun. Be this as it Inay, Tom did
not hit him. A. ball-hole was afterwards found through his
blanket, but when it was made could not be determined.

After the last discharge of the h'1.In, H uycon took to his heels
in earnest; and Quick found that hi8 .~L(( nk» were neither active
nor long enough to compete with those of the s~ynge. He
returned to the rocks, saying, "If eyer legs did sarvice, it was
them.'

Shanks was next seen at Cochecton, where he stopped to
rest and get something to eat. He was Yery" much enraged.
and "damned the Yankees for killing Canope,' and swore that
they should suffer for what they had <lone. After his wants
were supplied, he proceeded on his journey up the river until
he reached the house of -Ioseph Ross, who invited him to stay
'with him; but he refused to come near Ross at first, the ban
faith of Haines haying caused him to distrust every pale-face.
He finally consented, however, to remain there a short time,
.and was kindly treat-eel by Mr. Ross and his neighbors.

'Yhile here, the conduct of Shanks afforded much amusement,
Ross and his workmen were hoeing (torn, and e,-ery time they
"went to their work, Shanks accompanied them. As goon as he
-entered the field, he proceeded to the' highest ground in it, and
.after glancing rapidly and suspiciously OYPl" the surrounding
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country, he seated himself a la Turc, among the rustling corn,
where he remained out of sight for fifteen or twenty minutes.
He wou!d th~n jump upon. his feet,g~t upon the tips of hi:'3
toes, raise ]11S head as high as possible, look around as If
expecting to see an enemy, and then squat upon his haunches
again. As long as he remained in the field, he acted in this
way. Ross's boys could compare him to nothing but a vigilant
and alarmed turkey-cock. After remaining a few days, he left
Ross, still threatening vengeance upon the Yankees who had
murdered Canope. He was ferried across the Delaware by
Josiah Parks, whose name has been already mentioned. .

The death of Canope was regretted by the frontier settlers
for many reasons. It was brought about by unmitigated treach
ery, and was a wanton and brutal homicide, 'which might bring
upon innocent parties the most deplorable consequences.

Chambers 'was arrested and put in jail. Quick and Haines
skulked about from place to place, and kept themselves beyond
the reach of constables and sheriffs. Shanks never returned to
the country. Sufficient evidence to convict Chambers could not
be found, and he was discharged from custody. In time, the
three murderers came out openly and boasted of their foul deed.
They were never disturbed for It, and Haines continued to live
on the Delaware many years, while Quick, after a long life
replete with murder and outrage upon the red man, died from
old age near Port Jervis.*

Settlements had not long existed in the town, before provision
was made for educating the children of the inhabitants. Before
public schools were organized, John Carpenter, who has been
mentioned as one of the pioneers in the Beaver Brook region,
hired a man named Nathaniel Wheeler to teach a school.

G. Ferguson opened the first tavern in 1830, and Phineas
Terry the first store in 1828. Terry was a surveyor. He
remained a resident of the town until July 13, 1844, when he
left home to gather berries, and was found dead a few hours
afterwards. The cause of his death was unknown, although it
was believed that he was killed by lightning.

Barryville owes its existence to the Delaware and Hudson
canal, and was named in honor of a former postmaster-general
of the United States. It has a population of about 260. The
establishment of a depot of the New York and Erie railroad at
Shohola, rendered easy access to it from Barryville very desir
able. This led to the building of a suspension-bridge across
the Delaware at this point, by the Barryville and Shohola
Bridge Company, which was organized in the fall of 1854.
Chauncey Thomas, an enterprising merchant of the vicinity,

• Tom Quick and the Pioneers.
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owned about one-half of the stock. The bridge was completed
in 1856, and cost about $9,000. On the ~d of July, 1859, it was
blown down. A few moments before the cajastrophe, a couple
of equestrians (Daniel Holbrook, A. M., of Monticello, and Miss
Kate McElroy, of Philadelphia.) galloped across from Shohola,
and took refuge in a buildill~ on the opposite side of the river.
This building was crushed by one of the cables immediately
afterwards, and the occupants buried beneath the ruins. They
escaped, however, without serious injury. In a few months the
bridge was reconstructed at a cost of 84,000. About the first
of January, 1865, the bridge broke down, while three heavily
loaded teams 'were crossing. There were on it at the time six.
persons-Henry Lilly, Oliver Dunlap, ,Villialu Myers, }'I. 'V.
Quick, \Villiam Loftus and Charles Deabron. All were precip
itated into the river-three mules were drowned-the men
escaped, In the September following, the bridge was sold
under an execution by Sheriff Holley, and purchased by ~Ir.

Thoma..~ for Sl,!)79. Mr. Thomas rebuilt it, adding another
pier, etc., and by expending an additional. $4,000, made the
structure permanent.

It is believed that a murder 'was perpetrated in Barryville
during the mouth of October, 1861. The body of a man nruned
,John ~Ialone was found in a canal-lock, where it had been
thrown after the head of the unfortunate man had been crushed,
and a wound inflicted by a sharp instrument Over one of his.
eye~, and another under his chin. An inquest was held, and a
verdict rendered that these injuries were the cause of l\Ialolle~s

death, and that they were inflicted by some person or persons.
unknown. Xo clue to the murderer has been discovered.

The Congregational Church now haying the corporate name
of the First Congregational Church of Lumberland, was first
constituted ".August ye lIth, 179~)," then bearing the name or
the church at XalTO'V Falls, a location about a mile above the
mouth of the Lackawaxen, on the Delaware river. It was
gathered aud organized under the labors of the Rev. Isaac
Sergeant.* The following persons were the members at the
time it was constituted, viz: John Barns, Ichabod Carmi
chael, Asa Crane, Thomas Barns, Henry Barns, J ereruiah
Barns, xathau Barns, Elizabeth BanIS, )larv )Ia.son, Phebe·
Carmichael, Abigail Crane, Rebecca Barns. Elizabeth Barns,
Elizabeth (fray. At the time of this organization, all this
region was a forest, with saw-mills 011 various streams ; yet
few and far between. The population was very sparse, and
whollv encaeed in lurnberinz manv not. even havinc a clearinsr.J ~ ~ . . h'.., t:> n
for a potato-patch; Jet a Church was formed of the Congrc-

------- ---.._--------------------
• Mr. fkr/.{cant commenced occupying this field ill 1i9;.
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gational order, that being, in the opinion of those constituting
the same, the best form of government for them, and that
which would best guarantee the liberties of the brotherhood.
H owever, to hold together as a Church, and to keep up and
maintain regular religious services on the Sabbath, was attended
with great inconvenience and long travel, done at that time
mostly on foot, or on horseback, both bv male and female; but
if otherwise favored, it was in the roughest style of buckboard
for a carriage. They had no meeting-house, or even convenient
edifice of any kind, for their gathering, and therefore met at
private log-houses, and changed the places of meeting as best
suited the convenience of the whole. They had no settled
central place for gathering for many Jears, nor was there any
one particular neighborhood, that for number of inhabitants and
general convenience, 'was more prominent than others. It was
what might perhaps be called a squatting community, occupying
such localities as gave the easiest and best facilities for getting
their lumber to the river, and thence to market, Nor docs it
appear that they had for several years any settled pastor ; Rev.
Isaac Sergeant serving them only on special occasions and times
of communion, though he labored among them for a time at a
later period. Hence, in the intervals between such visits, they
kept up their meetings for public 'worship, and social prayer,
and monthly Church-meetings, as best they coukl-s-meeting
sometimes at Narrow Falls, sometimes at Grassy Swamp, or
Beaver Brook, or Halfway Brook, and their appointed 'Yednes
day evening prayer-meeting has been kept up from that day to
this.

In 1803, we find in the minutes a proposition from the Church
at Narrow Falls, to hold a union-meeting with the Church at
Cochecton, the place for gathering to be Grassy Swamp. On
this occasion there was present Rev, Isaac Sergeant from
Ridgehury: Rev. 1\Ir. Jones from Chester, and Rev. 1\11'. Crane
from Bloominggrove, at which meeting five persons were added
to the Church. It is said of this gathering that "by far the
greatest number of precious souls were convened that ever was
known in those parts upon anJ~ occasion 'whatever-supposed
to be at least 400, a great number for these scattered settlements
and the roughness of the roads." From what is recorded, they
must at this time have gathered from Cochecton, north, to
Drakctown on the Mongaup, south.

From this period through several years they had their trials,
being as sheep 'without a shepherd, Jet holding together as a
Church, and meeting for worship as they could.

In the month of September, 1814, there is record of their
holding a meeting in the barn of Samuel ,Vatkins, on Halfway
brook; and there were occasions in years following, of meetings
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being held in saw-mills, and ministers from a distance invited to
attend.

At some period between this and 1818, but not on record,
their more central place for meeting was at a location now
called the Denton farm, between Barryville and Beaver brook
mills, then owned and occupied by the familyof Hickoks. Here,
under the labors of the Rev. Stephen Sergeant, son of the
aforementioned Rev. Isaac Sergeant, they were blessed with a
remarkable work of grace. The fruit of this revival was the
admission to the Church of the following persons: Reuben
Hickok, Aaron "'"illiams, Samuel Sealy, Henry Montgomery,
Justus Hickok, James Van Keuren, Daniel Wells, James Eldred,
Joseph Carpenter, Dorcas Carpenter, l\lary Wells, Catharine
Van Keuren, Elizabeth Carmichael, Deborah Wells, Margaret
Montgomery, Tabitha Wright, Polly V. Eldred, Betsy Hickok.
Some of these brethren becoming active and efficient laborers
in the cause, and having their residence at Halfway Brook, led
to the making of this vicinity the more general centre for their
gathering for worship ; but still in private houses, mostly at
James Eldred's.

This addition gave them considerable strength, and under the
labors of Rev. Stephen Sergeant, they were blessed 'with subse
quent additions at different times. And now appears on their
minutes their first call to settle a pastor over them, having been
organized and holding an existence as a Church 19 years without
any settled pastor; for here we read: " Nov. 13th, 1818, the
Church agreed to call and settle the Rev. Stephen Sergeant as
their pastor," and he remained as such, till about the year
1826, during which time many made an open profession of
Christ, and were hopefully brought into the kingdom.

At this period, however, 1\11'. Sergeant relinquished his charge,
and for a time they were again without a pastor.

And now being destitute they sought another .luborer to come
among them, and this was the introduction to the present
incunlbent, (Rev, Felix Kyte,) who was by letter invited to paJ
them a visit, which he did in the month of August, 1882.

This visit was followed by a unanimous call from the Church
to become their pastor, and in Octoher of the same year he
arrived with his family, and settled among them, having been
previously ordained to that end.

At this time religious services on the Sabbath were held in
the school-house at Halfway Brook; this settlement having by
this time become a little more prominent than others; and f01

this reason was given to it the name of The Village, which it
has retained ever since.

On first settling, the labors of the present incumbenv were
divided between The 'Tillage and Ten Mile River, preaching
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alternately on the Sabbath, traveling 20 miles on foot, and
preaching three times. This arrangement continued for one
year, after which the inhabitants insisted that a portion of his
labors should be at the River, now known as Barryville, Soon
after this a friend took compassion on him as to his pedestrian
travels, and provided him with a horse, saying he would take it
out in preaching. It 'was indeed an aged animal, but did him
good senice for a time. Having as yet no edifice for public
worship, save that of a small school-house, the barn of Deacon
Sears R. Gardner (of respectful memory) was temporarily fitted
up by a stand for a pulpit, and boards for seats, in 'which to
hold a four-days' meeting, and the Rev. Mr. Howell, of "7antage,
and the worthy pastor of the l\Iinisink Church, Rev. Cornelius
Elting, were invited to attend it, and assist the present incum
bent, which they did, and 'which resulted in several hopeful
conversions and additions to the Church.

His labors proving acceptable to the people who called him,
measures were taken to erect a church-edifice at Halfway Brook,
and another at what is now' called Barryville.

Hence, on November 12, 1835, thirty-six years after its organ
ization, the Narrow Falls' Church, as it had been called,
dedicated its first church-edifice, and took the corporate name
of the First Congregational Church of Lumberland. And on
September 17, 1835, (this being finished first,) the edifice at
Barryville was dedicated, and the Church on its orEanization
took the name of the First Congregational Church at Barryville.
From the year 1832, through all the years intervening up to the
present time, (1873) the present incumbent has filled the place
of pastor to this people, during which time many have been
gatheredinto the fold; but owin~ to the transition-state of this
part of the country from lumbenng to that of small beginnings
ill farming, many have removed to follow that business else
where.

In the 74 years of its existence, the Church has had but 2
pastors, and in the intervals, but very few supplies. Its first
19 years without; then for 8 years it had a shepherd; then for
6 years without; adding then the present pastorate to the
former, it gives for the Church in the 74 years, 25 'without and
49 with.

There have been in this Church brethren whose biography,
if written in full, would no doubt be interesting to Christian
minds; and we mean no disparagement to others when we say
that, among others, Deacon James Eldred," Deacon Alexander
Carmichael, Deacon Daniel 'VeIls, and Deacon Sears R. Gardner,

• James Eldred held the office of deacon for thirty-seven years; was a Jndge ot
Common Pleas. for several: a Member of Assembly in 1835, etc. He settled in the old
town of Lumberland in 1&r2:



THE TOWS OF BIGHLAXD.

(all doceased.) were men who beld the cause of God deeply at
heart. They entered heart and hand into every measure that
ga"e promise of promoting the blessed cause of Christ."

Rev, Felix Kyte, the pastor of these Churches from 1832 to
the present time (1873), was born in the county of Kent, Eng
land, in J auuary, 1800. There he spent his childhood and
youthful years, and subsequently emigrated to the United
States. Although the name of Kyte 'was somewhat prominent
in the old town of Mamakating during the war of the Revolutiou,
he is not connected by consanguinity with any family of his
name in this country, unless distant relatives have immigrated
within the last fift.y :rears. His life has been marked by patient
toil and self-denial, and a rigid adherence to what he deemed
his dutv, A temperate and abstemious life has ensured him
a green and vigorous old age.

Mr. Kvte raised nine children, one of whom became, like his
father, a"'minister.

There are two other churches in Highland. One of them is a
Methodist Episcopal church located at Half-way Brook, which
was built in 1859, and dedicated on the 3d of -Iulv of that year.
The other is a Baptist church, located in Barryville. If was
built in 1860, and is known as the Barryville and Shohola
Baptist church. ..

. SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF BIGHLA~"ID.

From To

1854 John W. Johnston 185G
1856 Isaac Young 18;jR
1858 Stephen St. John Gardner 18i)~)

1859 John Barnes 18G~

1862 Friend W. Johnston '" . ]870
1870............•John Barnes 1872
1872 Peter McCallum 1S7~
1873 Leon Devonoge ] 874:

t Statement of Rev. Felix Kyte.



CHAPTER XI.

THE TOWN OF LIBERTY.

The existence of Liberty dates from Tuesday, the 31st day of
March, 1807. The act erecting it as a town, passed the Assembly
on the 10th of that month, and the Senate on the 12th, and in
'was originally bounded thus: All that part of Lumberland
situate, etc., beginning at the Mon~aupriver where the north line
of Great Lot 1 of the Hardenbergh patent intersects said river;
thence 'westerly along said line to the Delaware river; thence
up said river to the line of Delaware; thence north-easterly
along said line to the town of Neversink; thence south-easterly
along said line to the Mongaup; thence down said river to the
place of beginning. The territory within these bounds included
the present towns of Fremont, Callicoon, and Liberty, except
so much thereof as was not originally in the town of Rochester.
In 1816, the line was made to run ~ong the north bounds of
Great Lot 3, and at a subsequent date an addition was made
from Thompson, and the territory on which Parksville is sit
uated, was transferred from Rockland.

The surface of this town is uneven, and generally it abounds
'with hills. These hills are mostly long, and, when compared
with those of other towns, of considerable altitude. The prin
cipal range was originally known as the Blue mountains, and
from them the first settlement of Liberty received its name.
They extended from north-east to south-west nearly through
the town. Walnut mountain, one of the peaks of this range, has
an elevation of 1,984 feet* above the ocean level. Like the
majority of our hills and mountains, it is fertile from its base to
its summit, Its Sides and top, where the woods have been
subdued, are fruitful in grass and grain. One of its singular
features is, that near its highest part is a never-failing spring of
pure cold water; and another is, the walnut abounds on it,
while that tree. does not thrive on the adjacent lands.

The town is said to have an average elevation of about 1,500
feet. Localities thus situated are generally cold, and not well
--------------------------

..Professor Antisell. Some wrIters give its height &8 2,130 feet.
[326]
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adapted to agricultural pursuits, Nevertheless, for productive
ness, 'wealth and industry, Liberty ranks high in the list of
towns, and it is generally conceded to be one of the best
localities for the grazier and the dairyman in Sullivan county.
Much attention has been paid to the raising of hom-cattle, and
a large part of the wealth of the town has come from this
source.

Libert)" is intersected by several streams; but has none that
reach the magnitude of a river. The Mongaup is a beautiful
stream, and furnishes considerable hydraulic power. It was
originally known as the l\Iin-gap-och-kn., Mongawping or l\Iing
wing. The first and last names, although more euphonic than
the other, are no longer used, nor is the last syllable of Mongaw
ping. All are Indiau 'Words. It is said the word Mongaup,
when rendered into English, is "dancing feather "-a very pretty
conceit, and very expressive of the character of the stream.
The poetical quality of the translation, and the fact that
Mongaup is but two-thirds of the original word, prove that the
translator has used a poet's license.

The Mongau}? has three distinct brunches. As the word
"Luq" or " ink" ill the Lenape language means stream, the word
or phrase "M'ing-w'ing" is the Indian mode of expression for
a J?lurality of streams."

The Little Benverkill is another stream of some importance.
It is not as large as the Mongaup, but is more rapid. The
name of Beaverkill was applied to it by the early settlers, as it
was to ma.ny other streams in various sections, because it was a
haunt of the beaver; and the word "Little" 'was prefixed to
distinguish it from the" Great Beaverkill," in Rockland.

There are but two ponds worthy of notice in Liberty. These
are the Brodhead and the Lily ponds. The former is situated
on an elevated plain, about two miles from the village of Liberty,
and is somewhat famous as a resort for anglers of this ana
neighboring towns. It covers an area of about 300 acres, ana
is within the "3,000 acre tract," formerly owned by the Brod
head family of Ulster county, from whom it received its name.
Its water furnishes some hydraulic power, and it was on its
outlet that the first mill of the town was erected.

Lily pond has a situation very like that of Brodhead pond.
Its elevation above the ocean IS computed at 1,600 feet. It
covers about 150 acres of land, and is surrounded by primeval
forests. Over its margin, in summer, are spread the green
leaves and white, fragrant blossoms of the lotus (a species of
lily made famous by Egyptian mythology,) from which it derives

.. "088'in~·s·-ing" now corrupted into Hing Hillg', and" Ass'-ilJg-l1'illg "-( the lad
the true Indian name of the Shawangunk rrver.) are examples. Both undoubtedly
have the same xignification, MOllgawping may Lave been the name of the stream below
the forks; while Mingwing was the descriptive appellation of the branches.
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Year.

1810 .
1820 .
1830 .
1840 .
1850 .
1860 .
1870 .

its pretty and significant name. This pond is situated on the
highway from Parksville to DeBruce, about two miles from the
former, and is one of the most beautiful and picturesque sheet."
of water in the county. It has but a small outlet, which empties
into the Little Beaverkill.*

Roads intersect this town in almost every direction. Like
the highways of every region which has not been occupied by
civilized men more than one hundred years. they are literally
"hard to travel." The buildings are principally of wood. and
generally are large and commodious, though built with little
regard to beauty of architecture. The general aspect of the
town shows that the population is noted for industry, sobriety
and thrift. The town lies whollv within the limits of the Great
or Hardenbergh patent, and contains 48,951 acres.

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATIOS.

Popu-1Assessed! Town ICo. and
lation.

1
, ...alue, ICharges., State,

___________11 1 , I

4191i S31B,G.·79 1. $154.861 $2U1JlO
851 178,18·1:: 527.!)4l 3(j2.08

1,~771 17(~,~~~: 5~9.~2! 1,101.2.g
1.D69 216,' ;'>0, 8tJ3.u1' 734. ,0
2,612 14n,48~>' 70().84: 1,462.66
3,016: 3UO,B:i6. 699.68; 2,797.74
3,3!)2; 282,1(j(j 8,619.79; 7,593.21

In 1855, 'with about 540 married men, Libertv had 472 owners
• 01

of land-a very creditable fact.
This town was principally settled by families from Connecticut

and other Eastern States, and a large majority of those who
now reside in it are of that descent.

Nearly a century had elapsed since Queen Ann had granted
the Hardenbergh patent to "promote the settlement of the
country." The immense estate had not been divided between
the original proprietors or their heirs and legal representatives,
until the company, from its numbers, had become too unwieldy
for practical purposes. A partition then took place; and It
was subsequently subdivided by heirs and assigns, who were
scattered far and wide over the earth's surface. Hence the
people of small means who would have purchased farm-lots in
that part of the patent situated in Sullivan, knew not whom to
apply to, except in a very few instances. One of these excep
tions was a Captain Charles Brodhead, who lived in Ulster

• B. G. Childs' MSS.
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county, on the road which led to the Great Lot in Neversink
and Rockland inherited by Livingston, He (Brodhead) OWIlf't1

the "~,OOO acre traet" in Libertv, which had descended to him
from the Brodhead who purchased of Hardenbergh, the pat
entee, Charles Brodhead's residence and ownership led to the
settlement of Liberty.

The first step toward opening the Blue mountain country,
as it was called, to the pioneer, was the making of a road to "ii
from Neversink. This was done under the patronage of or by
the State, as was frequently the case at that time in regions
similarlv situated. Brodhead had the contract for building the
road-c-perhnps for cutting it open, (for little more was aecom
plished.) would be better words to record what 'was done :
and from the fact that he made it, it was known afterwards as
the Brodhead-road. 'fen to twelve miles travel on it in a dav,
with a load, required the work of a strong team from morninrr
till night, with the assistance of a man or two to remove th~
obstructions, and to help extricate the vehicle from slough-holes.

Brodhead lived in l\Iarbletown, where manv of the new settlers
of Fallsburgh, Liberty and Neversink were obliged to pass a
night while coming to the woods of Sullivan. He was exceed
ingly anxious to get settlers on his wild lands, and took great
paIns to induce immigrants to buy or lease of him. It was at
Marbletown, or while opening the road to his 3,000 acre tract,
that he became acquainted with Eleazer Larrabee, from Stoning
ton, Connecticut, a man of an adventurous, roving disposition,
who had been a tory in the Revolutionary war. It is probable
he was obnoxious to his old neighbors in Connecticut on account
of his politics, and that he imagined that he could live more
comfortably in a locality where his antecedents were not well
known, He came to Neversink in 1790, among its earliest
settlers, and located on Thunder hill. There is no doubt that,
previous to this, and as early as 1786 or 1788, he came to Fulls
burgh, and occupied a lot for two or three years near the
present site of Hasbrouck.

While Brodhead was making the road already mentioned in
1794, he offered to give Larrabee a deed for a lot "'of one hundred
acres on the Blue mountain. and a lease of three other lots for
twenty years free from rent, on the sole and only condition that
he settled on and improved the land. Larrabee accepted this
offer, sold his property on Thunder hill to a mulatto named
Phineas Booth, during the year, and removed to the 3,000 acre
tract. He thus became the first white inhabitant of the town.
His house and land were on the south slope of the Blue moun
tain, about a mile west of the village of Liberty.

The inducements which caused Larrabee to become the foun
der of the settlement, were no doubt considered great at the
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time. The free use and occupation of three hundred acres for
twenty years, and the fee simple of an additional hundred, gave
him a tract of four hundred acres, and made him temporarily a.
large landholder. He built a log-house, and with the assistunce
of a hired man, ...~mbrose Woodward, commenced clearing his
land. In 1795, he sold one of his lots to a settler named -Iolm
Vail, for $700. This sale should have made him a "IHan ot
means" in those days, when there were so few ill Sullivan west
of the Shawangunk mountain worth half the nloney; but he
soon grew 'weary of the Blue mountain. He 'was a sanguine
man, as all rovers are, and men of that temperament become
easily disheartened under difficulties. There was at that time
no merchant, no grist-mill, no physician, no school, no clergy
man, and no blacksmith 'within many miles of him, ana to reach
them he had to travel on an almost impassable road through a
wilderness abounding in panthers, wolves, bears, and other wild
animals. Wild beasts at that time were not only troublesome
to the pioneer, 'whose crops were injured and his cattle destroyed
by them, but they were considered dangerous to the pioneer
himself. Larrabee made war on them, and being n. good marks
man, shot ma.ny of them. 'Ve will not give the number of deer,
bears, wolves and panthers, which we are assured this man
killed, for fear that WE:' will be charged with exaggeration.

ITpon lands adjoining those given him by Brodhead, Larrabee'
erected, 'while he resided on the Blue mountain, the first saw
mill and grist-mill in the town. They were built for Brodhead.
The saw-mill was 011 the outlet of the pond which still bears
the name of Brodhead. It was made altogether of logs and
hewn timber, except the parts necessarily of iron. TJ1e race
'was of troughs manufactured from huge hemlock trees with
much labor and ingenuity. After the completion of the saw
will, lumber was cut by it for the grist-mill.

Larrabee also sold another of his leased lots. It was bought
by a Quaker named Earl, who moved in the second year of the
settlement, and who also paid $700 for the lease, as did Vail.
The price paid was enormous, and much more than the fee
simple W'l.S worth. Some of the best of the same land has been
sold within the last twenty years for two dollars per acre. Earl
at once commenced improving his lot.

The other land, Larrabee continued to Ovt11 as long as he
remained there, and it is known to this day as the Larrabee lot.
In four or five years, he sold it to Daniel S. Stewart, and re
moved to Saratoga county, where his stav was limited. He then
'went to Rome, and finally to Chautauqua county, where he died.

John Vail, 'who made the first purchase of Larrabee, was
from Deerpark, Orange county.

In 1797, John Gorton moved to the Blue mountain settlement,
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and located a. short distance west of the present village of
Liberty, on land since owned hy his grandson, Elias Champlin.
He came from Connecticut in 1793, with his cousins, Thomas
and William Grnnt, and went on 'what is now known as the
Depuy lot, in Fallsburgh, Thomas Grant at that time had
three children and Gorton two. They came by the way of
Kingston, Rochester and 'Vawarsing, in one of the old Yankee
butterfly-carts, which 'was drawn by three yoke of oxen and 8,

horse. The latter animal was ridden bv ~Irs. Grant, and thus
performed double service. Their turnout astonished the old
Dutch farmers of Ulster. They had never seen or dreamed of
such a contrivance, and left their antiquated plows and fat, sleek
horses, and hurried as fast as W~lS seemly in Dutchmen, to the
fences along the bounds of the highway, where they stood with
open mouths and eyes, and stared at the Yankee travelers, and
their strange machine and motive-power.

It is but fair to state here as a counter-episode, that six or
seven :years after the journey in the butterfly-cart, Joseph and
Amos Y. Grant, who were t.hen boys, and who subsequently 00
came prominent and highly respected citizens, went from the
backwoods of Sullivan to visit some cousins in Wawarsing. A
merchant of that rlace (Abrahaln V'ernooyj had a painted house,
the first house 0 the kind seen by the lads, and there 'was a
hogshead in the store, all which surprised them greatly, and the
impression the hogshead made on the mind of Joseph was
fresh even in his old age, and long after he had been a judge
of our County Court.

When the Grants and Gorton first came here, the nearest
store was in Rochester, six miles beyond Wawarsing. The
journey there and back required several days, and when one oi
the settlers in a neighborhood undertook it, nearly all sent by
him to purchase what they wanted, and their limited means
warranted.

Isaiah "7Jlipple 'was added to the settlement in Liberty about
this time,

The persons mentioned in the preceding paragraphs mostly
settled around Brodhead pond, Thomas Grant left the county
with Larrabee, who was his cousin. In the Revolutionary war
they had taken opposite sides. Grant had served under Wash
ington' and drew a pension until his death. William Grant had
also done good service as a minute-man.
~athan Stanton, senior, came to Liberty in March, 1796, from

Preston, New London county, Connecticut, and settled on the
place since owned by Colonel Edward Young, two miles north
west of the village of Liberty. Thomas Grant .had previously
made a clearing on the lot; but for some cause was not satisfied
and sold it to Stanton. Three families named Russell, "'1llpple
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and Pinney, who had come the fall before, lived near him.
1\athan Stanton, junior, "who 'was but three years of age at the
time, and who died but recently, remembered many of the inci
dents of the journey to Liberty: as well as events which occurred
soon after. The family came as far as Lackawack in a wagon
drawn by oxen. At that place they procured an ox-sled, which,
as there was no snow on the ground, was much more comfort
able for the journey, as indeed it would have been at any time,
over the roots and stones and the mud-holes of it newly made
forest-road. On the ,,"ay frOID Lackawack to Liberty there
were but few clearings. Although several had settled in the
town before, him, he was the first one who sowed grain, having
moved on a place partially cleared. Others had been engaged
iu clearing their lauds, and had cultivated none of the cereals.

Soon after the Stantons came, the first marriage of the town
occurred. David Rowland of Neversink was united in wedlock
to .A.viar, a daughter of Isaiah 'Yhipple. Rowland had to come
a long ,,~ay through the woods to win a bride, and if he
performed the journey to or from her father's residence in the
night, as has been the custom before and since, he must have
encountered as many perils as ever did belted and plumed
knight in quest of similar game. 'Ye have no doubt the prize
was worth the trouble it cost to win it; for she was of that class
from which have graduated so many excellent wives and mothers.
She was a school-mistress, and was not only the first bride, but
the first teacher of a school in Liberty. She commenced her
school about the year 1797, in a little bark-roofed shanty, near
the house since occupied by Amos Shaw. She hadnot far from
ten pupils-the only book used was 'Vebster's spelling-book,
and she received one dollar per week, and boarded herself
wages that certainly do not compare favorably with what is paid
female teachers at the present day. Arithmetic, writing, etc.,
'were not taught in the schools there for several subsequent
vears. Judge Joseph Grant married a sister of this Miss
'\Vhipple. She was his first wife, After her death he married
the widow of Jehu Fish, who was a daughter of Robert Young.

Death in a new and sparsely settled region is an event which
excites more sympathy than in old communities. And when
sickness or accident threatens to snap the frail thread of life in
a neighborhood of pioneers who are too poor and too far
removed from civilization to summon a physician, the kindly
impulses of the heart gush forth fresh and warm, and the hand,
unskilled as it may be, readily proffers aid to the afllicted
friends, and ministers to the comfort and necessities of the
suffering. Such sympathy and kindness were soon excited in
the Blue mountain settlement. In 1797, a child of William
Ayers, who had become a resident, was so badly scalded that
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it soon died 8 painful death. This was the first death in the
neighborhood, and it became necessary for the community to
select a burial-place. A spot was accordingly chosen near
Nathan Stanton's, on the Blue mountain, and there in the virgin
soil, among relics of the wilderness, themselves fit emblems of
mortality, the ~oay o~ the dead was laid at rest, while its spirit,
undefiled by WIlful sm, ascended to the bosom of the Friend
and Saviour of little children. Its grave was not long the onlv
one in this "God's acre." Within a few months, and during
the same year, an infant-the first one born in the town-sick
ened and died. Its parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Stanton,
were anxious that it should be buried decently; but then:
dismay may be imagined, when they were told that there was
not a board within reach of which to make a coffin! Such a
thing can hardly be deemed possible in a country where, in less
than half a century, silver-mounted mahogany and rosewood
coffins were common, The" shell" used in these days to
protect the mahogany and its ornaments for a time from the
corroding moistnre of the ground, would then have been consid
ered decent, and fit to enclose the "ashes and dust" of mortality.
So times change, and so soon will the pomp and vanity of
funerals, as well as other things, become the order of the day,
as wealth and luxury increase.

Mr. Stanton, finding it impossible to get anything better, was
reduced to the necessity of cutting up his only sleigh-box, and
in a coffin made from that, was the infant buried. A man who
'would voluntarily do 80 now, would be execrated for meanness
and barbaritv. &Under the circumstances in which Stanton was
placed, the act was creditable; and the sacrifice he made was
quite equal to that of some of the present citizens of the town
when they pay an enormous price for a coffin, because American
wood is not considered good enough to surround the dead body
of an American citizen.

.A still greater affliction visited the Stanton family in 1799.
It 'was then customary in clearing land to cut down the under
brush and small trees. The large trees were girdled and left
standing. The latter, particularly the hemlocks and other
evergreens, the foliage of which remained green too long after
the girdling, were sometimes ascended and trimmed from the
top downward. This method was adopted to save labor in
gathering the trunks into heaps for burning-a very laborious
and difficult job where the timber is large, and none of it is to
be converted into boards and timber at a saw-mill. After the
limbs and brushwood had remained on the ground until they
were dry, and there had been no rain for several days, fire was
applied, and if it resulted in a good black burn, the ground was
nearly ready to be planted. Good crops were raised in this
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way among the standing trees by the early settlers, as they had
heen by the Indians before them. When the trunks began to
decay, fire was again applied in a dry time, and in a few years
they were nearly all thus consumed.

Sometimes, however, when the first buminz was not good,
the fallow was abandoned, and permitted to become overrun
'with briers And other rubbish,

One of these abandoned fallows was near the log-house of
the Stuntons, In the words of our informant, Nathan Stanton,
jr.,* it was on the Blue mountain, a little west of where they
lived, This fallow had become a famous place for blackberries,
and the children of the family frequently went there to fill their
pails and baskets with the fruit. On the 20th of August-a
still, pleasant day-three of the boys, (including Nathan, junior,)
with their sister, went to pick the berries, and while they were
thus engaged several of the girdled trees fell, 'without an
apparent cause, and killed two of the boys, and injured the
SIster badly. These trees had withstood the severe blasts of
the previous winter and spring, and were prostrated on a still,
calm day in summer. That they do thus fall is a 'well-attested
fact. The writer of this paragraph has seen them do so; and
can vouch for the feeling of awe which the phenomenon pro
duces in the uneducated and uninformed. 'Vhen the sun
shines brightly, and all nature seems to repose in peaceful
quiet; when there is no zephyr to fan the cheek, no sound to
disturb the ear, and no visible motion of anything to attract
the e.re, lo ! one of the giants of the wood, which has withstood
tl~e tempests of a century, suddenly totters, topples over, an~

with a great crash, is prone unon the ground. It seems as if
the direct agency of God produced the result; that He whom
no mortal can see, is very near us; and that His eye is scanning
our every movement. A solution of the mystery may be found

. in the fact that only deciduous trees thus fall. Such trees
decay, particularly in a warm, humid climate, much more rapidly
than the resinous evergreens. 'Yhen girdled, the sap ascends
through the inner pC1res of the wood; but cannot return to the
roots between the bark and wood; and the body soon becomes
over-saturated with moisture, Rapid decay in the shape of
"sap-rot" follows, and a few weeks sometimes are sufficient to
cause the tree to fall.

The distress of the family-or rather what remained of It
~annot be described. The children had gone forth happy and
JOyous, and before the)" were expected to return to their humble
home in the 'Woods, the parents were informed that two were
crushed and dead, and another dangerously, if not fatally

• B. G. Child's !ISS.
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'Wounded. The dead bodies were extricated, and taken to the
house of mourning, 'where soon the neighboring families gath
ered to witness the sad scene of bereavement. In due time,
these dead ones were also deposited in the original graveyard
on the Blue mountain.

During the first five or six years of the settlement, several
other deaths occurred. Among them was that of a }Ir. Stewart,
(father of Sandford Stewart.) who was the first adult male who
died in Liberty. The wife of Asa Champlin, and the wife of
Jesse Champlin, also died before the year 1800. These were
buried in the same place as the children of Stanton.

Nathan Stanton, junior, died recently, He remembered dis
tinctly that the elk was found in Liberty and the surrounding
country several years after his father went there to live. In
1799, when he was seven years old, his father engaged in hunt
ing these animals on the Blue mountain, with Robert Maffitt and
Captain Ichabod Benton, of Benton Hollow. They start-ed their
dogs, and soon saw a very large elk running before them towards
Brodhead pond. It was a truly noble animal, and seemed to
pass along with the fleetness of the wind. As it neared the
pond, it was so close to one of the hunters who was 'watchin~,

that he fired at it, and wounded it mortally. Nevertheless, It
plunged into the water, and swam for the opposite shore. The
hunters, with a canoe or dug-out, followed it, and after an
exciting chase, and before the elk reached land, it 'was captured.
Both the elder and younger Stanton were expert hunters, and
if their adventures while in pursuit of game could be written,
they would make a popular volume.*

Thomas Grant remained in the town but one year, and left in
179{), probably going to Neversink, and living there three or
four years. He received from Stanton two dollars per acre for
his land and improvements.

For many years, the lands generally were leased to the
occupants. The owners considered this the most advantageous;
and the early settlers, 'with but few exceptions, were too poor
to buy. The sum paid by Stanton was about the average price
-of what was sold until 1800, and at first but little except the
Brodhead lands could be got on any terms, for reasons which
will appear.

The south part of the town was owned by the Ludlows, who
lived in New York city, and cared so little for their Sullivan
possessions that their residence and their ownership were
unknown to many who wished to buvand settle on the land.
The north part in the vicinity ofPurksville, belonged to the
Rockwell family of Connecticut, and could not be sold or leased

• Hunters of Sullivan,
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for several years after the first settlers came. The western
section 'was held by De"Titt, Elmendorf, Newkirk and others,
of Ulster and Dutchess, who did not seem anxious to part with
it hastily. "Squatting" on the lands of others was then not
much known and practiced in Liberty. The little that was done
of that sort was on the Ludlow tract.

In 1800, wild land advanced to three dollars per acre, and
improved farms brought from ten to twelve. At this time there
were only about thirty families in the town, and in 1814, there
were not more than ninety, The roads 'were execrable-every
thing was held at a higher figure than in Fallsburgh and Never
sink, and consequently there was little or nothing attractive.

In 179U, Doctor Blake 'Vales came from Windham, Connecti
cut, and commenced the practice of medicine in Xeversink, and
spent the remainder of his life in that town and Liberty. He
visited the Blue mountain settlement during the first year of
his residence. He recollected distinctly in his old age that the
village of Liberty in 1799 had but two buildings, and they were
made of logs. One of these stood where the dwelling of Timothy
F. Bush now stands, and was occupied by John Russell; the
other near the site of the Midland Hotel, and 'was owned by
Jason Fish. Among the principal men of the town of that daV
was, according to Doctor 'Vales, a man named Champlin (the
grandfather of Elias Champlin) who lived on the Amos Shaw
place, and was qu.ite in~llige!lt! but. very cOl~vivial in his habits.
He afterwards died while sitting ill a chair at the tavern of
Luther Buckley. The Doctor's reminiscences of old times
generally corresponded with what we have written, with the
addition that every building in Liberty township, when he first
visited it, was of logs, and generally with but one room.

The first preacher who visited Libert}", was a Rev. ~Ir. Ran
dall, a Baptist, who had charge of a small congregation at
Westfield, and who probably earned his own living by hard
labor, and preached the gospel as he understood it to the stray
sheep and goats of the wilderness, whenever his own necessities
permitted him to remit his daily toil. The first minister who
came to the town regularly, was Rev. Alexander Morton,~(-of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. It touk the latter about six weeks
to get around his circuit, He was almost constantly in the
saddle during the day, traveling from settlement to settlement,
and speaking "gooJ words" wherever he could gather a few
people in a log-house or burn. IIt~ encountered almost as
many perils as those enumerated by St. Paul. Frequently
he had to ride miles with nothing to guide him but blazed trees,

---------------
... Rev. Alexander ~rort()n wns the father of Captain James llorton, of Westfield

Flats, and diCQ there wan)' yeare siuce,
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He had to ford almost every stream he came to, as there were
but few bridges, and when the rivers and streams were swollen
by rain or melting snow, he was compelled, with no eye seeing
him but God's, to swim his horse across, momentarily fear
ing and expecting to be swept away with his faithful animal.
Often he saw along his path the foot-prints of ferocious beasts,
and occasionally he encountered the woH, the bear and the pan
ther in the lonely recesses of the forest, and audibly expressed
a thanksgiving when they fled away. In money he received but
a trifling recompense; but in a peaceful conscience, and the
smiles of his Heavenly Master, an "exceeding great reward."
The King of Kings has seldom had more sincere and seH-deny
ing laborers than these early Methodist missionaries, and until
there is another great awakening among the sybaritic elements
of society, we shall not see their like again.

About the year 1798, Jason Fish moved into the woods, and
settled within the bounds of the village of Liberty, and not far
from the same time came the Russells, Edward Swan and Eben
ezer Gaer. They were preceded about two years by Isaac
Carrier, father of Asa, Elijah and Isaac Carrier, who subse
quently formed a partnership with Roswell and John Russell,
and carried on the carpenter-business. They built nearlv all
the frame-houses and barns of that period in the town. They
also put up a saw-mill, and afterwards a grist-mill near the
location of the old Gildersleeve mill. The Russells and Car
riers ultimately became prominent men; they held important
stations in the field of enterprise, and with many others, per
formed their part in making Liberty one of the noted towns of
the county. One of the Russells built the first frame-house in
the town. It was not a splendid specimen of architecture;
nevertheless, while all the other houses were of logs, it was a
thing to boast of. It stood on the Asa Carrier place. In 1800,
Roswell Russell erected a house and commenced keepin{? a.
tavern on the T. F. Bush place. It was the first inn opened in
Liberty.

In 1796, the Bentons-Ichabod, Stephen and Frederick
came from Connecticut, as did nearly all whose names we have
given. They settled in the valley which now bears the name of
Benton Hollow. William Ayres also came at this time. During
the next two years, Robert Maffitt, then a youth of twenty
years, settled on the farm since owned by John Lewis, in
the Bentons' neighborhood. One of his neighbors 'was Daniel
Bloodgood. During the ensuing sixty years, this Maffitt shed
enough blood to float a small steamer, He estimated in 1860,
that he had killed at least one thousand deer, besides several
elk, and other wild beasts almost innumerable. He well recol
lected when the elk wintered on Elk Point, an eminence about

22
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a half mile west of his house, from which there was a command
ing view in almost every direction. The animals were extremely
timid, and so constantly on their guard, that it 'was almost
impossible to kill one.*

William Grant was another early resident, He carne after
his brother Thomas did, the latter inducing him to remove from
his first location in another section of the county. ,rhen
""'illiam moved to Liberty, the Brodhead road wus much
obstructed by fallen trees "'and brushwood. An ax was indis
pensable for the journey, and its vigorous use was often
necessary. He was accompanied by John Gorton, and they
were an entire day travelil?g eleven miles. The jOU111ey was
very uncomfortable and tedions.r

There may have been a few others living in the town previous
to 1800. ,,)e have not been able, if there 'were, to learn their
names. The nlemory of the old, unrefreshed by documentary
aid, is extremely uncertain and unreliable. This has been our
principal source of information, and if it has led us to commit
errors, the blame must not rest on us. ""'e have compared the
recollections of the aged one with the other with great care,
and adopted what we had reason to believe was correct. ""'e
could do no better.

The year when Parksville was settled is not known; but it is
believed that Lemuel Martin and Eber Hall located there in
1800. Nathaniel ",Yhite, whose son Crossman was deaf and
dumb, settled there at an early day. Shortly afterwards, the
family of 'Yillialll Parks, and that of his son Elijah, were added
to the place, and took a prominent position, They built mills,
and made mallY improvements, completely throwing l\Ir. Martin
in the shade. This was not pleasant to the latter, who consid
ered himself entitled to respect as the pioneer of the Iocalitv,
"'hen it had become of sufficient consequence to hale a cog
nomen, he contended it should be called Martinville; but his
ambition was not gratified.' The people, dazzled by the more
enterprising and stirring man, named the place Parksville, in
honor of 'Yillinnl Parks. 'Vith this Mr. Martin was much
displeased.

'V"illiam Parks was an early settler of the town of Neversink.
In 1816, 'when Sullivan nnll Ulster formed a joint Assemblv
district, 'Yillianl Parks, then of Neversink, was oue of the four
Assemblymen frOIH the two counties. In his old age, he re
moved to 'Yawarsing, 1:18t('1' county, although he still was
strongly attached to the village which hore his name. In 1846,
when he was four-score, he made a visit to Parksville, and feel
ing unwell 011 reaching his old home, he remarked that he had
-----------

• Hunters of Sullivan. t B. (T. Childs' MSS.
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come to die and be buried where he had so long lived. His
words were prophetic, for he lived only about a week after he
had uttered them. He was an honest, kind, active and affable
man, and enjoyed the esteem which such traits generally win."

The ground on 'which Parksville stands, wus once in the town
of Rockland; but, for the convenience of the inhabitants, it was
annexed to Liberty. Being a long distance from the centre of
the former, and but four miles from the village of Liberty, the
change was a happy one. The site of Parksville is in a narrow
valley, and nearly surrounded by bold elevations. Originally
it -Was a swamp, but became dry land after the forest was
subdued. The Little Beaverkill runs through the village, and
has a fall here of about twenty feet, affording sites for mills and
factories. A great impetus 'was given to the prosperity of the
place by the former business operations of "iilliam Bradley
and James F. Bush. Bradley built a large tannery here-be
came embarrassed-afforded a respectable income to several
lawyers and sheriffs for years, and outwitted his creditors and
everybody else. He was a man of striking idiosyncrasies.
There can be but one Hen:l"~ard Beecher, and there never
"ill be another financier like "''''illiam Bradley. James F.
Bush was 1), merchant, tanner, speculator and politician. He
was a l\Ienlher of Assembly in 1848, 1849 and 1850, and at one
time a candidate of his party for County Judge. He also
became embarrassed financially; but enjoyed an unblemished
reputation for integrity.

.An eminence between Parksville and the village of Liberty is
known as Sumac Point, where the air is seldom at rest. In
sultry weather, when ~Eolus is idle in other places, the refresh
ing breeze and the grateful zephyr are found here. This has
given birth to the popular error that, after leaving Lake Erie,
the wind does not touch terra {irma until it reaches Sumac
Point! On the west side of this high ground flows a stream
which goes to the east branch of the Delaware, and on the
other side is a branch of the Mongaup. Opposite the Point is
Young's Gap, a name received fro III the Liberty family of
Youngs. This gap has been made famous by railroad sur
vevors.f

Besides shops, mills, stores, etc., Parksville has a neat church
edifice, 'which is owned by the Baptists, a denomination some
what numerous here.

In 1822, Abial Bush, J r., carne from Connecticut, and settled
one mile north of Parksville. He was the son of Abial Bush,
senior, a brother of Calvin Bush, one of the early residents of
the town. Abial, senior, was the father of James F. Bush, who

• Sullivan County Whig, October 2t 1846.
t See Sullivan County Whig. January 14, 1848.
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vias several times a Member of Assembly. Abial, junior, was
the father of Albert J. and Timothy F. Bush, each of whom
became Judge and Surrogate of the county. Both of these
brothers, after surmounting great obstacles, won prominent
positions as lawyers, Of the youngest (Timothy F.), it is
foreign to our rule to write freely, as he is still in the arena of
politics and law. Albert J. was born at Parksville in 1826.
When he was yet 8 boy his father died. His widowed mother
and half-orphaned brothers and sisters then became dependent
on him for support. They leaned on him, and he was not to
them a broken staff. Without education and destitute of influ
ential friends, he became a common laborer, and as soon as
circumstances :permitted, learned to build c~imneys and spread
mortar. At tlns he worked for years. 'Vhile thus engaged, he
began to feel the stirrings of intellectual life. He borrowed
books, and read them after performing the tasks of the day.
He commenced with Shakespere, Milton, and other works of a
high order, when a spelling-book and an English Grammar
should have been put in his hands; for with all the mental
volume he subsequently exhibited, he could not conceal his
defective orthography and syntax, Wisdom and strength of
mind were his; but beauty, which gives glory to the mental
fabric, and is as the "polished comers of the temple," was
lacking.

At this time, probably, there was not a respectable lawyer in
the county who would have received as a student an unlettered
mechanic like Albert J. Bush, and the latter, if he had been
disposed to apply for admission, had no means to enter an office
and pay for his board. Although he may have felt the yearn
ings of ambition, his mental powers 'were yet dormant. Intel
lectually he was a c'hrysolid-dull and unattractive, yet with an
inevitable tendency to ascend from obscurity to light and sun
shine.

While working at his trade, Bush determined to be a lawyer.
He was led to do so by the late Robert Y. Grant. Grant had
employed him to assist in conducting a suit before a Justice of
the Peace, when Bush exhibited so much adroitness and intel
ligence, that the other advised him to study law. The young
man regarded the proposition as absurd, because he had not a
dollar in the world, and it "took everything he could earn to
live." Grant, who had a large and generous heart, and was
then far from being rich, at once offered to lend him one
hundred dollars, if he would follow his advice. Bush shook his
head, and went back to his trowel and hammer. A few days
later, he called on Grant, and told him he had made up his
mind to take the hundred dollars on certain conditions. " I
will not give you a note or due-bill. No one shall know from
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TOU or me that I have reoeived the moneI' You shall neverask me for it. H I die, or make a d fool of myself, you
agree to lose it." On these novel terms Grant let him have
the money. Not another word was said on the subject for
several years, when Bush handed his benefactor the amount of
the loan with interest.

Bush studied law without 8 preceptor, and continued to
work at his bade. Solitary and alone, and in the light afforded
by a to.llow-oondle, he traveled through the labyrinths of the
law. After a time, when he believed he had mastered the truths
and fictions of his chosen profession, he managed to attend a
law-school at Ballston (Fowler's) for a few months, and then
went to Albany for admission to the bar, where he was licensed
to practice in all the courts of the State. He lacked a library.
A penniless lawyer without books has a poor prospect of
success. He wandered into the law-book establishment of W.
C. Little & Co., which seemed to him an inexhaustible fountain
of legal lore. While he was examining the volumes he needed,
and inquirin[ their price, Mr. Little asked him if he wished to
buy them. Bush answered, "No, not now; but in two or three
months I will send for them." Little apparently took an inven
tory of Bush's ~a.rments, and then said, "You had better take
them now. I will trust any man who has a patch on his knee."

The volumes were purchased.* Bush also went to C. V'. R.
Ludington, and applied for a loan to complete his Iibrarv,
Ludington seldom lent money to applicants unless they gave
ample security, This Bush knew, and he frankly declared,
"If I live, I will pay you; but if I die, you will not receive back
anything." Ludington, much to his credit, let him have the
money he needed.

Bush at once took a good position as a professional man.
He opened an office in his native place, and at the next County
Court had thirteen cases on the calendar. Success smiled on
him, and although he came in contact 'with the veterans of the
bar, he continued to prosper. In 1858, he was the republican
candidate for County Judge in opposition to Henry R. Low,
American, and James Matthews, democrat; but was defeated.
In 1863, he abandoned the republican party, and three years
later was elected County Judge and Surrogate by the democracy,
when he removed to Monticello. In 1870, he was re-elected.
On the 29th of February, 1872, he died of cerebro spinole menin
gitis, caused, it was supposed, by mental fatigue and excitement
Incident to his profession.

It is not possible that a man with such a. history can resem hIe
those fortunate persons who from birth have had unexception-

• George H. Carpenter in Liberty Register.
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able moral and mental training. Physically as well as morally
and mentally, he was a rough rather than a perfect ashlar. He
was kind to his friends; brusque and fierce toward his enemies.
He contemned conventional ruts. His mind cut the channel
through which it flowed. He formed his own theory of a case,
adhered to it dogmatically, and by the force of his logic compelled
others to adopt his opinions. On no subject was he more
idiosyncratic than on that of the Christian religion. His creed
was not what is esteemed orthodox; but whatever it was, it 'was
his own; while he held it firmly, he did not seek to make it the
belief of others.

J oseph G-rant came to the county with his father when he
Vias less than six years of age. The family settled on Neversink
Flats before there were white inhabitants in Liberty. In 181~,

he located in the latter town, where he remained until he died.
in )'Ia~·, lS60. He was in every respect a worthy citizen, and
enjoyed public confidence. ..:\.t one time he WH.8 Sheriff of the
countv, and for several years was a Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas. He left a large and respectable familv. At
the time of his death, one of his sons, (Hobert Young Grant.)
"T<l.R a Senator, The latt-er, although he had enjoyed no better
educational advantages than were afforded by the oonnnon
schools of Liberty, 'was a man of acknowledged ability. He
was prominent in the business affairs of the town, and as a
political leader, had a reputation beyond his county and dis
trict. He was a ready and vigorous debater, and by the force
of his intellect alone, won a commanding position in the Senate,
where he was the acknowledged leader of his party. He died
in February, 1862, of typhoid fever, contracted while in attend
ance on his son, Lieutenant Oscar B. Grant of the U. S.
Marines, Senator Gra.nt at the time of his decease was in the
4-±th year of his age. He had not yet reached the meridian of
his intellect. It is difficult to designate the honors he would
have achieved, if he had not been stricken down when his
'Worth was becoming day by day more apparent.

Robert Young carne to the town in March, 1806, and was
among its best citizens. HiH children were, 1. Susan, who
married John Fish, Fish's death was caused bv the fall of a
tree, after 'which his widow married J udge Joseph Grant.
2. Joseph; 3. Robert, junior; 4. Erastus; 5. John; 6. Frank;
7. Asaph ; 8. 'YillialD; 9. Eunice, 'who married Calvin Bush,
junior; 10. Betsey, who died unmarried. As the reader will
discover, seven S0118 of Robert Young were born successively.

Judson Sherman was a pioneer settler on the 1Villiam T.
Darbee place. Sherman's stomach, like the daughters of the
horse-leech, was never satisfied. His voracity produced a
famine at every tavern 'where he eat a meaL.
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In 1805, Nathan Cheesehrough became a resident, and two
vears later commenced Improving the farm now (1872) owned
by Bennett Quinlan.

Fanton Sherwood, another settler of excellent repute, was in
the town previous to 1807.

Thomas Crary, of Stonington, Connecticut, carne in 1801, aru1
settle-d about one mile east of the 'Tillage ot Libert)". He wa-.
the first Supervisor of the town, and for many years a -Iudge of
the Court of Common Pleas. His descendants are noted for
business enterprise, intelligence and moral worth.

In 1H07, two brothers named Elijah and Joseph Hill bought
the east half of Divison No. 10. In 1799, Joseph married :Miss
Sarah Banks, of 'Yeston, Connecticut, who, on their removal to
Liberty, had borne him four children. The next nine years
were full of toil and the discomforts of pioneer life. The clear
ing of a farm, the erection of buildings, fences, etc., and pro
viding for the necessities of a rapidly increasing family, left but
few hours for quiet enjoyment. In 1R16, Joseph Hill died,
leaving his widow with nine children, the oldest but sixteen
years of age. Her trials and sufferings during the next ten
years, no pen can describe, and no one appreciate unless he
has passed through similar scenes. But the ills of this world,
like its joys, must end. In l8~6, the widow of Joseph Hill
became the wife of Ebenezer Carrier, 'with whom she lived
nineteen years, 'when she became once more a widow. She
died September 10, 1868, in the gad year of her age, "leaning
on the arm that is able to S3.VP." -Ioseph Hill left three SOllS-

Sherwood H., Benjamin H., and -Ioseph. His daughters inter
married with the Youngs, Crarys, Clements, Mortons, etc.

In 1807, a settlement was commenced at Liberty Falls bv
Roswell Russell, who, having sold out in what Las since become
Libertv village to 'Villiam Hurd and Luther Buckley, built a
saw-mill at the Falls, which he continued to run for SOUle time,
although Buckley bought it in lHO~. Willimn Knight located
here in 1t)08. He is still (lH72) living at Youngsville, His age
exceeds ninety years. Stephen ..A.. Gregory caine in 1809, and
settled on the farm now owned by Abel Gregory, senior.
Two years later, when he was a lad of eleven yea.rs old, Abel
walked from the Falls to his native place in Fairfield countv,
Connecticut, to attend a common school during the cold months
of winter. In the spring he returned to assist his father in
clearing land, attending to crops, etc. This he continued to do
vear after year, until he was capable of teaching himself, Isaac
Horton, an early settler, came from Delaware county. He and
others bought their land of the De""'itt family of Newburgh,
who once owned a large portion of this section. In 1R~;),

Horton and Luther Buckley, built at this place the fourth grist-
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mill of the town. The place for many years was known as
Hortonville. The grist-mill is now owned by Ovid, a son of
Isaac Horton.

The track of the New York and Oswego Mi(Uand Railroad
crosses the valley here on a trestle 100 feet high, and 1,100 feet
in length.

John Starr was the pioneer of Bobertsonville. He located
there in 1800. Francis Leroy came soon after, and Bradley
and Bronson Robertson in 1809. The place received its name
from Bradley. For several Jears, Robertsonville was on the
outskirts of civilization. It was for a period the residence of
an excentric man named Maltby, who, adorned with a patriarchal
beard, and clothed in a seamless coat, went forth when he felt
inclined to do so, to preach the gospel as he nnderstood it.
He owned a good farm, of which, in his old age, he 'was despoiled
by heartless and unprincipled sharpers, who, to prevent the old
man from seeking legal redress, had him consigned to the
county jail for a crime he had never committed. A Methodist
Episcopal society was organized here, a few years since, by
Rev. William A. Hughson. The society owns 8 church-edifice
-the only one in the place.

In 1798 or 1799, Doctor Benjamin Hardenbergh,* a skillful
man in his profession, but of intemperate habits, settled in the
town, and kept a few groceries for sale. Another physician
named Clapp came afterwards. In 1812 or 1813, Doctor J ames
P. Youngs, practiced in Liberty, and taught school one winter,
He remained a few months, and then removed to Edenville, in
the town of "'\\'"arwick, Orange county, where he lived and died
eminent in his profession. In 1828, Doctor H. H. Hubbard
was a physician and me.rchant in the village of Liberty. On
the 7th of May, 1831, hIS store was entered by burglars and
robbed of goods and Inoney to the amount of $500. 'Yhile he
was here, Doctor Blake 'Vales and Doctor John D. 'Yatkins
located in Liberty as physicians, the latter of whom is still in
practice.

Calvin Bush kept groceries for sale in 1805, and 'was the first
licensed grocer in the town. The first store in which 'were sold
the articles usually kept in country establishments of the kind,
was opened by Luther Buckley on the 7th of July, 1807, when
'fhaddeus Brown led all Buckle~~'s customers by purchasing
two quarts of cider-brandy, for which he was charged fifty cents.
'Ve have the books of the old merchant before us. A careful

• Doctor Hardenbergh died at Fal1sburgh soon after 1840. His intemperance and
hIS life terminated simultaneously. In his old age, his best friend was .• Pout.'," his
saddle-horse, While riding- around the country, the Doctor occasionally rolh..<1 off of
h Pone." and laid for hours unconscious 011 the highway, The faithful animal, when
this occurred, would not leave its master, but remained by his side until he WaD able
to remount, and resume his journey.
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inspection of them has convinced us that alcohol in its various
disguises was regarded as of prime necessity by the pioneers of
Liberty. At least one-half of Buckley's charges were for nun.
In the three months succeeding the 7th of July, 1807, his first
customer bought fifteen gallons of brandy and spirits, four
papers of tobacco, eight ounces of tobacco, one and a quarter
pounds of tea, two quarts of vinegar, one pound of shot, six
flints, five cups and saucers, and two quarts of molasses! The
brandy and spirits cost him $15.00-a11 the other articles $2.24!
Saints as 'well as sinners habitually indulged a depraved appetite
at that day, and did not dream that they offended unless their
lower limbs proved weak and unstable. The well-seasoned
drinker could imbibe a quart per diem without sinning, 'while
the novice could not bestow under his jacket a half-pint of
brandy with impunity.

We gather from Buckley's books that in 1807, the retail price
of brandy was $1.00 per gallon; gin, $1.13; wine, $1.25; mo
lasses,60 @ 70 cents; cider, 10 cents per mug; flannel, 54 cents
per yard; dimity, 50 cents; humhum, 28 cents; book-muslin,
80 cents; calico, 38 cents; calimanco, 37Acents; wildbore, 44
cents; velvet, $1.13; codfish, 6 cents per pound; broadcloth,
$2.00 to $J.OO per yard; salt, $2.25 per bushel; coffee, 36 cents
per pound; nails, 16 cents; chocolate, 38 cents; cigars, per
dozen, 6 cents; and he paid his customers for turnips, 25 cents
per bushel; corn, 75 cents; oats, 3.7 cents; wheat, $1.25; rye,
75 cents; buckwheat, 50 cents; onions, $1.00; potatoes, 38 to
50 cents; ashes, 12 cents; maple-sugar, 10 cents per pound,
paper-rags, 3 cents; cherry-boards, $1.50 to $2.50 per hundred
feet; butter, 10 to 12 cents per pound; martin-skins, 75 cents;
mink-skins, 75 cents; day's-work, 62 cents; day's-work 'with
Joke of oxen, $1.00.

Buckley's goods for several years 'were carted from KiDgstoo.
He paid ten dollars for taking a load to and another from that
place. His customers lived in Rockland, Bethel, Neversink
and Thompson, as well as the town in which he traded. He
continued to live in Liberty until May 30, 1855, when he died,
aged 88 years, honored and revered for his age and Christian
virtues. His children 'were Sally, who married Joseph Young;
Philo; Polly, who married Nathan Stanton, junior; Abel, who
died young; Caleb; Betsey, "rho married Sherwood Hill; Ann,
"rho married 'Villiam Ratcliff; Emeline, who married Grant
Gorton; Lucinda, who after the death of her sister Ann. mar
ried 'Villiam Ratcliff.

Calvin Bush was perhaps the most successful panther-killer
in Sullivan. The author of the Hunters of Sullivan, whose
statements are generally authentic, says Bush killed fifteen of
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these ferocious animals in Liberty, alone, and gives the follow-·
insr as specimens of his adventures:

His first encounter with panthers was in 1814. A man named
Hurlev had" squatted" in the woods on what is now known a...;
the Hurley place. Bush, in hunting for deer, discovered the
smoke flOOD1 his cabin, and visited it. He found Hurley a wide
awake hunter, and fond of forest-life. They became boon-com
panions, and Hurley sought Bush's conlpany whenever he
wanted a stirring time in the 'woods. Hurley's hut was near a
:-;wamp, which was so full of deer-laurel and other shrubs that
it was almost impassable. On the outskirts of the 6wamp 'was
considerable moose-maple, and often 'were seen there the tracks
of the elk that fed on it.

Qne morning he saw not far from his cabin several large
tracks, which he knew were made by panthers. In the evening
he heard the animals in the swamp, and the uext day saw their
foot-prints within a few feet of his door. He thought that they
were a little too familiar; concluded to consult Bush about
them, aud before night did so. He found Bush ready to attend
to them, with a well-trained d<?~, a. capital guu of long range.
and a keen-edged hunting-knife and hatchet, Bush himself
was no wiry muscular clear-headed hunter and a match for" ,
anything of his weight and inches in a close eucounter. Hurley
had plenty of pluck, and they hurried from Bush's to the cabin,
to try their skill in panther-killing. "Then they got there, Bush
let his dog loose. It was soon yelping splendidly in the swamp.
They listened until its tone changed, and it seemed to remain
in one place. By this they knew that the animal Lad taken to
a tree to 'which they hurried and saw a larce panther on a, . ' n
lilUU, eyeing the dog, and preparing to'<spriug upon it. Bush
hastily firetl, and the panther, with a scream, fell in the very H.Ct
of leaping, within a few feet of the dog. Hurley sprang for the
dog, to keep it from being ripped to pieces by the powerful
claws of the panther, which Bush quickly finished with his
hatchet. They then skinned their gawe, and concluded to hunt
110 more until next daY.

During the succeeding forenoon, they treed another in tho
same Bwamp. It was high up a tall hemlock. Bush fired. It
fell a short distance, and eatcliing a limb 'with its forepaw to'; ,

hung there. Bush reloaded his brun, and handed it to Hurley,
saying he wanted to have sonie fun with the beast, Cutting a
pole, he ascended a tree close to the one in which the animal
was, and punched it until it fell to the ground. After dispatch
ing it, the~· continued to hU11t, and before night killed thrt-e
more, making five in all for the two days. 'IheJ' were probably
an old she-panther, and her entire brood of young ones.

'eery few dogs would follow panthers, and Bush's dog at ouce
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became a favorite with hunters. Talcott Wakeman, of Thomp
son, heard of the H painter" dog, and wanted to try him.
Talcott knew where two panthers kept in a large swamp near
Monticello. He had tried to trap them; but, notwithstanding
he was one of the best trappers of his day, they were too
shrewd for him. He then sent word to Bush to come dqwn
with his dog, and help kill the" painters." As Bush loved such
sport even better tliun deer-hunting, he came, and the two, with
Bush's c.log, at once proceeded to look for the animals where
they had been heard the previous night crying like children.
Soon the do~ started them, and Bush sent abull through one
of them, and not long after killed the other. They dispatched
them so speedily that 'Yakeman thought there was not half
enough excitement about it.

During another of Bush's hunting excursions, he wounded a
large panther, which sprang upon his dog. "'"ishing to save
the life of his faithful canine friend, he struck a heavy blow at
the head of the panther with his hatchet. The beast dodged,
and caught the handle in its teeth, crushing the wood until its
tusks nearly met. Bush said he thought he had a pretty good
grip, but that the brute took the hatchet from his hands as if they
had been those of an infant. He then reloaded his gun, and
shot the panther a second tune, killing it. The handle is
preserved in the family, with the marks made by the animal's
teeth still legible. Bush had a stiff finger before this battle.
During the encounter the beast struck it with his claws, and
ripped it open from one end to the other. "nen the wound
healed, the finger was cured of its stiffness, and was sound
during the balance of his life.

The old hunter commanded the respect of all who knew him
previous to his death, which took place on the Itlth of January,
18--14, and his memory "ill he honored until his name and
virtues are forgotten. ·Rev. J ames Petrie delivered an excellent
sermon at his funeral from Psalm 90, 10th verse. Bush was in
his 80th year when he died.

The building of the turnpike-road from Newburgh to Cochec
ton, led to other projects, which promised to benefit the interior
of Sullivan. One of these was the First Great S. 'V. Turn
pike running from Kingston to Xeversink and the Blue mountain
country, and which Lucas Elmendorf labored for more than a
quarter of (l. century to extend to the Delaware, Susquehanna
and Chenango rivers ; another was the Branch turnpike, which
intersected the Xewbnrgh and Cochecton at Montgomery,
passed through Roosa's gap, crossed the Neversink at the Falls,
and ran through Liberty. Notwithstanding large sums were
expended on these improvements, they 'were abortions.

As soon as the completion of the turnpike to Cochecton was
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certain, the people of Newburgh were busy with plans to further
augment the importance and prosperity of that village. One
of these was to make a great highwav from the Hudson to
Oxford via the Blue mountains, the Williwemoc, etc. " The
Appian Wa..," was the name bestowed in advance on this road
an appellation both ambitious and classic. Meetings were held,
money raised, committees appointed, and a party sent to explore
the country beyond the Blue mountains. This party, after
performing its task, made the following report:

"June, 1807-Mema of the route for the Apian Way, &c.
The ground best calculated for a road from Newburgh to Oxford,
after passing the Shawangunk mountain, in order to avoid very
high rid~es of land, must cross the Blue mountain or ridge of
land in Great Lot No.3, in the Hardenbergh Patent, Allotment
No.4, and sub-division No.4, near the N. W. corner; thence a
north-easterly direction through a valley pass Benton's saw
mill, and on the easterly side of Little Beaver kill and the
Willi-wemock kill to Beaver creek; thence on the easterly side
near to Capt. Dodge'S house; on the upper edge of the flats on
said kill, which is about one mile from the north line of Great
Lot No.4. We start on the Blue mountain along the line between
the towns of Neversink and Lumberland, and cross the line,
then near it till we turn off to the big flats, and then leave it
about one mile where we cross to Pepacton, Here we have to
cross a ridge to go to the east branch of the Delaware at
Pepacton, about two miles below Judge Down's, at David
Phelps', Esq'r, where there is a good place for a bridge; thence
from "\\1"illiam Horton's, directly opposite Phelps' to near the
north line of subdivision lot No. 59, in great lot No. 36; thence
obliquely cross lots No. 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, to about the centre
of "lot 65, which is the top of Mount Holley, and within three
miles and one quarter of the village of Walton, which is opposite
the west end Lot No. 66."

"EXPENSES OF APIAN WAY.

"H hW Ish hai f} {JOhn DeWitt,ug a., c airmano. , . Francis Crawford,
the .meeting of the In- ill sec t WIth Samuel Sacket, &
habitants of Newburgh, Daniel Stringham.

"1807 Dr.
June 24-To the am't of our expenses for ourselves

and horses, £16.16. 8
To cash paid shoeing Sacket's horse,.. . . .. O. 7. 6
To cash paid for setting shoes Mr. Craw-

ford's horse,........................ O. 2. 0
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To 1 State ma:p,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1. 4. 0
To cash p'd Hiram Weller for the use of his

horse per J. D. 'V. 15 days,... . . . . . .. 6. O. 0
To cash p'd Sacket,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5. 9.10

30. o. 0
·'1807-June 10-By cash received by Jacob Powell, Cr.

$75, £30.0.0."

During the early years of the present century, a young man
named Lewis Hasbrouck, disappeared from Liberty under
circumstances which have caused much comment. His mother
was a daughter of Gerard Hardenbergh and Nancy Ryerson,
to whom her grandfather, Colonel Joha.nnis Hardenbergh, had
devised a very considerable estate. She became the 'wife of
Jacob J. Hasbrouck, of Ulster county, and soon after died, leav
ing one child, (Lewis.) who inherited her wild lands in the
Great Patent. His father married a second time, and had
several other children afterwards whose prospects in life
were not as brilliant as those of Lewis. Whether this occasioned
dissension and jealousy we cannot say; but certain we are that
it led to the banishment of Lewis from the paternal mansion.
By the command of his father, he unwillingly came to Liberty
to take charge of his wild lands. Old residents speak of him
as an inoffensive and pleasant Joung man, although somewhat
excentric, He wore his hair long, was very fond of hunting,
and spent much of his time at the house of his uncle, Doctor
Benjamin Hardenbergh. It is said that he did not conceal his
dissatisfaction with the life he was compelled to lead.

"nile living in this way, he determined to take a journey to
a remote neighborhood. "'"ith his favorite rifle in his hand,
and mounted on his saddle-horse, which was splendidly. ca
parisoned, he started from Doctor Hardenbergh's: Cornelius
W. Hardenbergh, who was then a lad, and who was afterwards
executed for murder, accompanied him a short distance. They
parted, and Lewis was never again seen by one of his kindred.
His fate is a mystery. Some imagined that he was murdered;
others that he was devoured by wild beasts; and others that he
went to a distant region to avoid the authority of his father,
and that he died there, without leaving any clue as to his ante
cedents.

"nen Cornelius W. Hardenbergh murdered Anthony Has
brouck, the story of Lewis Hasbrouck was revived. By some
it was supposed that H ardenbergh had had something to do in
causing the disappearance of Lewis, or at least that he was
privy to 'whatever was done. A few moments before he was
executed, he "rag asked if he could throw any light on the fate
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of his missing cousin, 'when he declared in a solemn manner
that he could reveal nothing on the subject,

As no one could prove that young Hasbrouck was dead. his
estate could not go to his heirs for many years. About forty
years afterwards, it was partitioned among them, when they
were so numerous that each one's share was a mere hagntelle.

Previous to the organization of the Presbyterian church, and
before missionaries of that religious organization were sent into
the Blue mountain country, a layman named Nichols occasionally
addressed those who were willing to listen to his dissertations
on religion and morality. He lived on the KeVel'fo;ink; but
'whether his name was Robert or Jonathan 'we cannot determine.
Tradition says he was an uneducated man, somewhat fluent, quite
zealous, of good natural abilities, and undoubted piety. Ne
cessity seems to have been his warrant for the duties he assumed.

In "1806, the Yankee settlers of Liberty wished to observe
thanksgiving-day as they had been in the habit of doing before
they came to New York; but there 'were two difficulties in the
way. They had no orthodox minister to preach the regulation
sermon, and the civil authorities appointed no day for the
purpose. According to a trite saying, "where there is a will
there is a way." They found what day 'was set apart in
Connecticut for thanks to the Great Giver, and then sent for
Mr. Nichols, who came and delivered an appropriate sermon in
the school-house 'which then stood on the lot where the house
of Doctor Blake 1Vales was afterwards built. Our informant
has, during a long and honorable life, enjoyed many good
dinners; but remembers none with so much satisfaction as the
one cooked by his mother on that day. He says that he was
convinced by the pumpkin-pies, etc., that thanksgiving should
take place three hundred and sixty-five times every year!

In 1806, there were but four towns in the county-s-Mamaka
ting, Lumberland, Neversink and Thompson. Lumberland
covered all the Delaware river towns of the present time, as
well as Bethel, Callicoon and Liberty. In 1800, there 'were in
the town of Lumberland 733 inhabitants. In 1810 it had been
cut up into three towns, 'which contained the following popula
tion:

Lumberland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 525
Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 419
Bethel"" 737

Total 1,681

Previous to the division, the people of three-fourths of
Lumberland found it almost impossible to vote or transact town
business. Those who resided on the Blue mountain and in its
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vicinity, needed roads, bridges, etc., and some of them "anted
to be supervisors, assessors, collectors or constables; hut with the
immense territory of the town-the long and execrable roads
through the woods ; or, more correctly speaking, with no roads
connecting the different sections of the town, what chance was
there to gratify a laudable ambition, or to secure what wag
necessary for the 'welfare of the Blue mountaineers? 'I'here
was but one remedy for the evil, and that was secession-peace
able, lawfnl secession. Petitions were prepared and signed for
the erection of" a new town. The old name of the settlement
was discarded, and the Legislature asked to give that of Liberty
to the new organization-a. name dear to many of its people,
who had fought for freedom and independence so recently.
Roswell RURSeli 'was particularly active, and incun·ed some
~xpellse in securing the pas~age of the law erecting the town.
The town was erected by the Legislature of 1807, and Hoswell
ltussell presented a bill of items at the first town-meeting, and
asked to be re-imbursed ; but he found that town-officers as well
as republics are ungrateful. ...Although the people voted that
the Supervisor should "llL~harge" Russell's expenses, Thomas
Crarv, who filled the office, allowed him but seven dollars.
However, he was given two of the best offices from which to
make llloney in the gift of the people of Liberty, viz: constable
and collector:

Below we give extracts from the Town Clerk's Record:

"First Town Meeting held in Liberty, convened at the house
of Roswell Russell, April 7, 1807, according to apt Iappoint
ruent] of Legislature-c-at which the following officers wor-o
elected:

"Boht. Cochran, Esq., President; Samuel Darbee, 'Teller or
votes ; Darius ~Iartin, (unanimous) Town Clerk; Thomus Crary,
Supervisor; Ebenezer Carrier, Roswell Babcock, Levi Kiiubull.
Assessors; Samuel Darbee, Daniel S. Stewart, David Brodhead.
Commissioners of Highways ; Robert Cochran, Nathan Stanton,
Overseers of Poor,

"Voted that the Constable and Collector procure sufficient
security on bonds for the same. -

"Roswell Russell, 'Ym. Cochran. Constables ; Roswell Russell,
Collector; John Gorton, Juo. 'V"oodward, Fence Viewers ; Ste
phen Benton, jr., Pound Kceper ; Cornelius Cochran, Natlmn
Stanton, Isaac Carrier, Elizur Russell, Path :\Ia~ters.

"By LAWs.-'Toted that from and after the 15th of l\Iay, and
until the 8th Noy. no hogs shall be allowed to run at large unlf'sR
yoked with a two feet yoke & a ring in the nose. Also that
fence viewers shall be paid at the rate of 37.~ cents per day.
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"That Roswell Russell's expenses in obtaining a division of
the Town be examined by the Supervisor & TO"Al Clerk and
discharged by said Supervisor.

"(Seven dollars were allowed on the above account--)
"Voted that the next Town Meeting for 1808, be held at the

house of Stephen Benton, Jr."

The road leading from the Benton Hollow to William Blood
good's and so on to the Qunker Spring was laid out in 1807, as
well as the road leading from the Neversink line to Nathan
Stanton's.

Until 1808, there was no road leading from Liberty to Monti
cello by the way of the North Settlement of Thompson. A
route had been opened from Monticello as far as Joshua
Foster's and Eleazer Crosby's, and from Liberty to the place
owned by Calvin Bush. In the year named, a road was made
from the house of Bush to that of Crosby, and it became the
usual route traveled to reach the Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike. Previous to this the Hurley road was used. This
passed by the Hurley place, and south of Jacob Conklin's mill,
to the farm owned by William DeWitt Stratton. From that.
point it followed the route now traveled to Thompsonville, and
from thence to the turnpike.

In the early days of Liberty and Thompson, a Frenchman
named Samuel Mitteer. very narrowly escaped from 'wolves
while passing over the Hurley road. He had been away from
home, and was expected to return on a certain day with his
little daughter. He started for his house at the appointed time.
and while in the woods somewhere between Brown pond and
the nearest settlement in Liberty, he was startled by the yelpin~

and howling of wolves. Soon he found they were on hIS track
and in pursuit of him. Taking his child on his shoulders, he
fled at his utmost speed. He was a light, wiry, agile man, and
not easily exhausted ; but encumbered as he was, he saw that
his moments were nearly numbered if his safety depended on
his speed alone. At first he could think of but one way to get
beyond the ravening-jaws of his pursuers; but that involved a
horrible sacrifice 'which would have forever exposed his heart
to the gnawings of remorse. By abandoning his child, he could
climb into a tree, and get beyond their reach; but with her on
his shoulders, he could do nothing of the kind. He would die
with her-his little damsel, whose tiny arms were even then
clasping his neck. Ah! her death-shriek, when in the jaws oi
the monsters, would strike him dead.

When some men are in extreme peril, their brains are
pretern~t~lrallyactive, ~nd they devise expe~ients ",itl~ ma;rvel
ous rapidity, After :Mltteer abandoned the Idea of climbing Or
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tree, in an instant he canvassed every other plan of escape, and
saw that it afforded no hope, until he thought of a log bear-trap
in the vicinity, which he had seen sometime before. This trap
was made in the form of a rectangle, and constructed of logs ill
such a way that the largest bear could not get out of it, after he
had entered and spnlng the door. To it the affrighted French
man hurried. Into it he thrust his terrified daughter. The
door fell securely to its place. She was safe. He then ascended
a tree as nimbly as a. s:luirrel, and perched upon the limbs.
Here they remained all night, during which the frightened man
watched the dusky forms of the snarling animals as they flitted
through the under-brush, or gathered around the bear-pen ill
'which he had placed his child. Exhausted and faint, and fear
ing he would fall and be devoured if he went to sleep, he tied
himself to the tree with his cravat and pocket-handkerchief.
As nlay be imagined, that was a long night to Mitteer. You,
who upon a bed of anguish, have watched for the corning day,
with but little hope of seeing its dawn with mortal eyes, can
appreciate the eternity of that night to him. Morning came at
last. But when it was once more light, he did not dare to
resume his journey.

On the previous evening, his family expected him to return,
and became more and more anxious for his safety as hour after
hour passed, and he came not. Early the next morning, they
alarmed the neighborhood, and several persons went in search
of him. Following the Hurley road, they found him still in the
tree, and the child in the trap. The 'wolves had gone; but left
behind them abundant evidence that they had been there.

Mitteer was living in the vicinity of Ills adventure, in 1870.
As long as there was a wolf in our woods, he displayed an
almost childish terror of that animal. He was vet an active
Ulan, although over ninety-five years of age, and but a year or
two previously assured the 'writer of this, that he could mow as
well as a boy of sixteen, and his elastic step convinced us that
he could then outwalk many robust men. He was an unusual
man in D1any respects. Although he crossed the Atlantic when
seven years of age, helped John P. and Samuel }1'. Jones build
the first shanty put up in Monticello, helped build the bridge
at Bridgeville, and make the Hudson and Delaware canal, he
never saw a steamboat, canal-boat, railroad-car, or an arched
bridge. For thirty Jears, he lived within half a dozen miles of
Monticello without going there.

At first the people of Liberty 'were obliged to go to Kingston
to reach a post-office. \Vhen Luther Buckley opened his store
in 1807, letters were carried forth and back by his teamsters,
Four or five yean; later a post-office was established in Monti
cello, to which lett-ers and papers for Liberty were sent, and in

201
0)
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1822, the Liberty office was created. Caleb Buckley was i~

first postmaster.
There was not a painted house in the town previous to 1828, in

which year """illiaID Ratcliff built a dwelling. Having a n~tural

taste for neatness and order, he looked around for a painter ;
but could hear of none in the county, Being determined to
gratify his inclinations, he painted his house himself,

Mr. Ratcliff came from England, and in 1822 opened a shop
in Liberty, and has ever since steadily prosecuted there the
business to which he was bred. He {s in manJ respects a
peculiar man. Although his youth was spent in a hotel, he
early eschewed exhilarants and narcotics, and in his old age
continues to hold that tobacco and alcohol in anv and everv
form, are abominations. He has a predilection for the fine arts;
but has never had an opportunity to cultivate his talent in that
respect; and has a love for antiquarian research. He has in
his possession a map of the village of Liberty made by himself,
by which it appears that in 1822 the number of buildings frOIH

the Darbee road to the Presbyterian parsonage did not exceed
a baker's dozen. From this map we learn that John Gorton
and John Gorton, junior, occupied a house on the Darbee road;
Luther Buoklev's hotel was on the corner of this road and the
branch-turnpike; cast of the hotel was Buckley's carding
machine; on the west side of the turnpike was Buckley's store,
in a part of which lived Thomas Ratcliff, with 'whom William,
his brother, boarded; a family named Prindle lived on the prem
ises now occupied by Judge Timothy F. Bush; Philo Buckley's
residence was on the Rufus Garrett lot; a man named Short,
who subsequently hung himself, lived on the Stephen Stanton
property; south of the last named 'was Samuel Kilbourne;
Ja.mes Garrett occupied the place now of Joseph Grant; AsH.
Baker the lot 'where Henry Mead lives; Joseph Simpson a house
on the Maffitt lot; James Hubbell's dwelling was near the grist
mill; and Moses Stoddard lived on the Presbyterian parsonage
lot. The place 'was then known as Buckley's: and deer were so
numerous that Stoddard shot one in his garden.

Hiram and Philo Sandford 'were early residents in the vicinity
of Stevensville, a thriving village on the west branch of the
Mongaup. The place owes its existence to the establishment
of a sole-leather tannery here by several brothers named Ste
vens. They 'were natives of Schoharie county, where they
were bred to the business. In November, 1856, their tannery
was burned, and there were circumstances connected with their
affairs which led Doctor Stevens, one of the brothers, to remove
from the county. It was rebuilt, and has since been owned and
the business carried on successfully by Daniel T. Stevens. The
village received its name in the following manner: On the 24th
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of J aDoory, 1848, a meeting of those living near the tannery
was held, at which Hiram Sandford, the oldest inhabitant,
presided, and was requested to propose a name. He suggested
Stevensville, which ",'as unanimously approved. There is a
neat Methodist church here, which was dedicated on the 9th of
November, 1856.

The streams of Liberty have been subject to destructive
floods. On the 24th of July, 1855, three or four showers of
rain raised the Mongaup so that it swept off almost every
thing in its way. At Parksville, the dam of John Lewis and
the saw-mill and turning-shop of Knickerbocker & Misner
were destroyed. The tan-yard of Grant & Dean at Liberty,
was overflowed, leaches tom away, etc. Meadows and grain
fields in the vicinity were submerged and ruined, The tannery
of James Gildersleeve & Son was undermined and t-orn to pieces,
and their leather and hides carried down stream. Their lOBS
was $10,000. Farther down the stream, E. L. Burnham, J. H.
Tillotson, Richard Dekay and others had a large amount of
property destroyed. The estimated damage done by this flood
was $20,000.

In February, 1857, a professional burglar named Levi Rogers
robbed the store of Clements & Messiter, of the village of
Liberty, and after removing a consideesble quantity of plunder,
set fire to the building. The remaining goods and the tenement
were destroyed, together with the dwelling of JMnes Hill and
the store-house occupied by I. B. Buckley. The latter was
owned by George Q. l\Ioon. The entire loss was about $6,000.
It was believed that the fire was accidental, until a fruitless
search 'was made in the ashes of one of the buildings for a
considerable number of pennies which had been left in it. This
led to suspicion 'which was at once directed to Rogers. He
was arrested, and fonnd guilty after a trial. After being in
State's prison three years, he escaped, and returned to the
county, where he committed several burglaries. He robbed the
house of 'Vynkoop Kiersted, of Mon~aup Valley, among others;
for which he was again sent to State s prison.

On the 5th of November, a worthless fellow named 'Villialn
Terpenning was lynched by eleven young men of Bushville.
A cow had been ham-strung in that place, and he was charged
with the offense; but there was no certain proof that he was
guilty. He was dragged from his bed at midnight, taken about
one mile to a secluded place, and there whipped until he, fearing
that he would be killed, confessed that he lamed the cow. It
was believed that he received from three t-o four hundred lashes.
They then brought him to Monticello, believing that they had
secured the conviction of a criminal; but got into trouble them-
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selves; for as soon as the facts became known, they were
arrested, and held for trial; while 'I'erpenning was set free.

LmERTY NORMAL INSTITOTE.-This academic institution owes
its existence to the liberality of John D. Watkins, M. D., a
wealthy resident of the town. The buildings were erected in
1847, and with the library and philosophical apparatus, cost
nearly $3,000, every dollar of which was paid by Doctor
Watkins. This sum ma.y not seem large when compared with
donations for educational purposes in other localities; neverthe
less it is the greatest gift to promote learning made by a single
individual of Sullivan county. After the erection of the build
ings, etc., the property was conveyed to the State, and has since
been under the care and supervision of the Regents of the
University. It is thus forever dedicated to the uses for which
the school was founded. By an act of the Legislature, Doctor
Watkins is 801e Trustee, as well as perpetual Secretary and
Treasurer of "the Board." Hence he is individually responsible
for the character of the institution, which has at no time
impaired his reputation for sagacity and shrewd management.
The school was opened on the Ist of November, 1847, with
John F. Stoddard as Principal, Mr. S., like his successors, was
a graduate of the State Normal School. Besides being a
popular teacher, he became the author of several standard
mathematical works. Under him, the Institute acquired a
reputation which has been of much advantage to those who
have since been its principals, viz: Henry R. Stoddard, Fred
erick L. Hanford, Z. W. Davis, John Felt, Francis G. Snook,
Thomas R-obinson and Milo B. Hall.

Doctor Watkins, the founder of this academy, was born on
the 7th of June, 1806, near Campbell Hall station, on the
Montgomery and Erie railroad, in the town of Hamptonburgh,
Orange county, and was a few days old when the great eclipse
of that year occurred. Whether the eclipse had an unfavorable
effect on the stature or physical development of the doctor, the
author is unable to determine; but of this he is sure, nature
made no waste material in his formation; for a more compact
and economical structure of flesh and bone is seldom encoun
tered. His education, beside what he received at the district
school of his native town, was received under the instruc
tion of the late Joel Turrill," who taught a select school at

.. Joel Tnrrill was born in the State of Vennont, in February, 1794; in 1816, he
gradua.ted at Middlebury College; and after studying law in Newburgh, was Iicensed
&s an attorney in 1819. During the same year, he opened a law office in Oswego, and
for forty years was one of its promment residents. He held ma.ny important offices-
was District attorney, First Judge, Mf'mber of Congress, Consul at the Sandwich
Islands) etc.
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Kewbu~,:~h. Among the school-fellows of young lVatkins 'was
the late -Iames G. Clinton, since a Bepresentntive in Congress.

At the age of 1:1 years, the subject of this sketch became the
j)i·()tcye of a childless uncle (Hezekiah 'Yatkiu!'3) of Gardner,
Ulster countv, who was of the same farnilv, but not a descend
ant of Rev. Hezekiah 1Vatkins, a Church-of-England clergyman
who was imprisoned previous to the Hevolutionary wai·, for
writing too freely of colonial dignitaries." After this, one or
two years were spent b~" John D., ift teaching. Among his
pupils were some lads who ultimately became conspicuous in
the affairs of life. Of this number were Israel O. Beattie, a
merchant of Middlekn,"'ll and Rev. Robert H. Beattie. D. D..
now a settled minister of New' Hurley, Ulster county. He then
studied medicine at Montgomery, under Doctor Geo1'g-e Eager.
a brother of the historian of Orange county, and ill 1~29, coin
pleted his medical education at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Fairfleld, Herkimer county, N. Y., which at that
time was one of the most prosperous and celebrated in the
State, and numbered among its Professors Doctors T. It Beck,
Hadley, 'Villoughb:y, De I..H\, Mater and ltlcNaughton.

A few weeks after he graduated, Doctor 'V atkins became a
partner of Doctor Blake 'Vales of Neversink, and while on his
waJ to that town nearly lost his life. There was no bridge at
'Voodbourne, and 'Vatkins, mounted on a very spirited saddle
horse, undertook to ford the river. The water was swift and
deep, and when near the middle of the stream, the Doctor, to
prevent it from going over the tops of his boots, raised his heels
to each flank of his steed. This frightened the animal, and
caused it to deposit the Doctor's body and breeches, as well as
his saddle-bags, in the watery element, and at the same time
kick at him viciouslv. A variation of an inch in the direction
of the horse's heels, would have been attended with a fatal
result. As it was, a portion of the Doctor's scalp was torn from
his head. Bewildered by the blow and an involuntary bath.
the Doctor scrambled back to the shore from which he had
entered, while his horse passed to the other side, where it
indulged its propensity for rolling in the dirt, and by doing so,
ruined a new saddle!

After practicing with Doctor Wales from May to October,
imagining that Mamakatit;~was a more desirable field of labor
than Neversink, Doctor ,,, atkins removed to Bloomingburgh.
and became a partner of T. C. Van WJck. Physically and
mentally a more diverse team has not existed since Pegasus
was made the yoke-fellow of an ox. The one was young, small
in stature, quick, energetic, and delicate. The other was in the

• See Eager'. History of Orange C'.ounty.
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prime of life, of Brobdignaggian proportions, clumsy and
robust. Morally, they were more alike. Both were upright
and honorable in business affairs, and the utmost harmony
prevailed during their brief connection, and ever afterwards.

Doctor "\Vatkins remained in Bloomingbnrgh a short time,
and then returned to Neversink, where he practiced about two
Jears, and then, after marriage with a daughter of Joseph Young,
removed to Liberty. Here he entered into mercantile pursuits
with his father-in-law, at the latter's residence 011 the mountain.
About two years subsequently, he purchased the stock of goods
of the late Caleb Buckley, and commenced business in the vil
lage of Liberty 011 his own account as a merchant. Individually
and as a partner of the late John R. Kilbourne and of Alfred
Messiter, he continued in this business for a period of twenty
two years. His partnership with the latter was but recently
dissolved. He also continued to practice his profession. More
than usual success rewarded his efforts. He became prominent,
~olitically, socially and financially. In 1843, he was appointed
County Superintendent of Schools; in 1853, he was elected
Supervisor of Liberty, and in 1854, Senator from the Orange
and Sullivan district.

Doctor Watkins' liberality has not been confined to the lib
erty Normal Institute. His children have shared largely in
his munificence, he believing it better policy to help them when
they needed assistance than to withhold from them until they
could help themselves. His son Hezekiah and son-in-law, Henry
R. Low, have thus been greatly benefited by his favors. To tho
Methodist Episcopal Church of Liberty he has been one of the
principal supporters, having donated to it first and last over
one thousand dollars. During the recruiting of the 143d Regi
ment N. Y. V. I., he gave five hundred dollars to accelerate the
organization of Company A.* He also purchased and presented
to the Watkins Fire Engine Company a fine engine at a cost of
about $325. The Rev. Uriah Messiter, a popular preacher of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, when & boy, lived with him,
and was a clerk ill his store for several years. Soon after he
entered the ministry, Doctor ~._ presented him with °a horse,
wagon and harness worth from $300 to $500. Perhaps no resi
dent of Sullivan, except Archibald C. Niven and the late Austin
Strong, has made a more liberal use of his fortune than Doctor
Watkins. Hence we give him this extended notice.

The Baptists were the first to organize a society in Liberty
and Neversink. Their mode of labor was well adapted to poor
and sparsely settled regions. Their elders and preachers were

.. IlEtzekiah w.~~m. (I. SOD of Doctor Watkins) commanded this Company, and tOl
meritorious lemcel W&8 promoted to the colonelcy of the regiment.
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taken from the gifted brethren, and when it appeared that they
possessed spiritual and mental traits which titted them for tho
sacred office, they were chosen and ordained, without being
compelled to undergo a long and expensive training. Accord
ing to their belief, a teacher was called of God to the holy office
the call 'was made manifest through the walk and conversation
of the" gifted," and when this occurred, the Church received
him as H, teacher. As the privileges of the gospel were
esteemed higher than earthly riches, the clergy received little or
no wages from the congregation, and a hireling priesthood were
esteemed an abomination. People who felt too poor to pay for
the services of H. minister, gladly received as spiritual teachers
those who claimed no material reward, The creed of the
Baptists W3..-'; intensely Calvinistic, and their Church government
as democratic as the institutions of the Xorth American Indians.

The Church of Neversink was constituted as "The Baptist
Church of Christ in Neversink," on the 9th of -Ianuary, 1811.
It was the fruit of a society which had existed for several years,
and which had been known as the "Neversink Branch of Pleas
ant Valley Church," Levi Hall was its elder. It is probable
other preachers had preceded him.

A society existed in Liberty previous to 1810. It was called
U The Neversink Branch of Pleasant Valley Church, that part
resident in the Town of Liberty." The earliest written record
of this" Branch" is dated August 12th, 1809, on which day a
church-meeting was held at the house of Darius Martin.
Nathaniel J. Gilbert was chosen moderator, and Mr. :Martin,
clerk, Ephraim Gates was elected leader, The Book of Rec
ords shows that at this period Nathaniel J. Gilbert, Darius
Martin, Ephraim Gates, Roswell Babcock, Silas B. Palmer,
'Villiam Bloodgood, John Smith, '\Villiam White, Abel Hodge,
Submit Hodge, Anna Russell, Truman Barns, Joab Bowers,
~ydia Bowers, Isaac Furman, Samuel Gilbert, Levi Gates, John
Hall and others were members, and that Levi Hall was the
"beloved elder and watchman." During Mr. Hall's eldership,
a delightful spirit of devotion and charity prevailed. The love
of the members for each other was only exceeded by their
love of God. A motion to form a separate Church was unani
mously rejected on the 12th of August, 1809.

In 1822, this Church had 42 members; in 1827, 60; ill 1828,
65; in 1840, 36; in 1841, 30.

This "branch of the vine" was regularly watered by Elder
Hall, and occasionally by Elders Lathrop, Ball, Wright, Owen,
Campbell, Gilbert, Grinnell, Woolsey, Davies, Bait, Hozier,
Hewett, etc. But little is remembered of these visiting elders
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except this: Some of the ancient sisters yet living, aver. that
·Campbell was the homeliest man who ever administered the
ordinance of baptism.

For nearly ten years after its formation, amity and peace
prevailed, 'when trifling contentions began to stir the placid
waters. A member caused scandal in Zion by absconding.
'Some of the sisters, forgetting that the tongue is an unrulv
member, gave free license to their vocal organs, and some of
the brothers were guilty of various venal sins. Among them
was a John Capron, who, before he joined the Liberty society,
had received "a request from the Thompson town Church to
improve his gift in the Peenpack branch of said Church."
W ithout any other authority from the Church, he persisted in
laboring wherever he pleased, contrary to the known wishes of
a majority of the brethren. This caused a sharp controversy,
which led to the excommunication of Capron. Abel Hodge
was rebuked for using a letter of approbation as he understood
it; but as it was not understood by the society. This led to
his severance from the Church.

From this time forth until it ceased to exist, contention
prevailed in this branch of the Baptist Church.

In May, 1821, Elder John Boozer, from Morristown, New
Jersey, located in Liberty, and for several years preached and
administered the ordinances. Caleb Bush and AbUl.I P. Worden
became members by profession during the next three or four
years, and Philip C. Broom by letter. All three became elders
01"8reachers.

n the 4th of December, 1824, it was resolved to alter the
Dame of the Church, and that it be called" The Baptist Church
of Christ in Liberty." At the same meeting fellowship was
withdrawn from a member for "giving up the practice of
religion," and from another for immoral conduct, and "brother
Philip Broom was licensed to preach the Gospel of Christ."
Broom was not ordained until December 14, 1826, when five
distinguished elders laid hands on him at the house of Isaac
Carrier; Elder Z. Grinnell preached the ordaining sermon from
Revelations, 4th chapter, 6th, 7th and 8th verses; the conse
crating pra:yer was made by Elder Daniel T. Hill; the charge
was delivered by Elder Gilbert Beebe; and the right hand of
fellowship tendered by Elder Alanson Draper.

On the 6th of October, 1827, Brothers Obadiah Childs,
Thoma.s B. Clayton and Levi Gates were appointed" trustees"
to circulate subscriptions to build a meeting-house; but it does
not appear that they met with much success, as no house of
worship was built. At the same time Brother Abijah Brundage
was selected to serve as deacon a~ the Neversink, and Caleb
Bush was licensed to preach.
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After this the record shows that Elder Broom had n contro
versy with Hamilton Gregory and Betsey "\Yelt.ou, and that the
Church sustained the Elder and condemned the others, who
confessed that they were in fault; hut were nevertheless excom
municated.

In the fall of 1829, a controversy began between Ehler Broom
and Elder Bush, which caused much trouble for two or three
years. It grew out of a note to which the name of the latter
was attached, and some worthless buckwheat-straw. Bush was
put 011 trial and cut off from the Church. Various proceedings
took place, Nearly one-third of the members favored Bush,
and signed a petition for a council to restore hint, etc.; but
they only succeeded in getting themselves into trouble, and
several of them were dealt with in a snmmarv manner. The
trouble was not arranged until the fall of 1832," when Bush was
restored.

In these and other controversies, Elder Broom was always
the successful party; but to the prosperity of the Church the~"
resulted in gangrenA and death. In 1834, Elder ''''orden was
the pastor. After this Elder Broom officiated occasionally until
1854, when there were but few members except himself, H~

was then excommunicated for heresy by: those having authority,
and the Church ceased virtuallv to exist. Its extinction was
accelerated by a revival in the Methodist and Presbyterian
Churches of the town in 1844, and the formation of a New School
Church in Parksville.

The .disseusions of the Old School Baptist Church of Liberty
and other causes led to the formation of the present or
ganization known as the Baptist Church of Parksville. This
Church 'was constituted of seven members in 1840, 'viz: Joseph
Taylor, David H. Parks, Martha Parks, 'Villiam Fisk, Henry
Barton and Mrs. -- 1Vilson. 'I'avlor and Fisk were the
first deacons, The church-edifice ,,:'as erected in 1841, and
cost about $1,500. The list of members now numbers ninety,
and there are in the town about one hundred and fifty New
School Baptists. ..

The Baptist Church of Liberty is an offshoot of the Parksville
Church. It was incorporated J anuary al~t, 1859. John Darbee,
John T. Clements and Edwin Porter were the first trustees.
A house of worship was built during the next summer. The
trustees and Doctor '\Tilliam "'V. Murphy were the building
·committee. The church lot was donated by Mrs. Arletta Leroy.

FIRsT PRERBYTERIAX CHURCH OF LIBERTy.-It appears from
the records that the first meeting held pursuant to the organiza
tion of a Church was on the 30th day of September, 1809, at
which Mr. Asa Baker acted as moderator. The following
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" call" for thi s meeting is recorded in the books of the Church:
"The Inhabitants of the Town of Liberty are hereby requested
to meet at the school house near ~lr. A.sa Buker's, on Saturday,
the thirtieth day of Sept. Instant, at 1 o'clock P. M., for the
purpose of holding n. society meeting, and Ull)' other business
proper to be done at S'd meeting." It appefil'S that the object
of this meeting W~ to organize a kind of religious society with
out the sanction, 3,S Jet, of any ecclesiastical court. The
"Society" met again on the 21st day of October, 1809, at the
same place, at which, no business (thut appears} was done but
electing Isaiah Hurd clerk of the meeting, A third meeting
was held at the same place on the 1tith day of November, 180H;
at which the following vote was pussed : "That we be called
the first Presbyterian Congregation Society in the Town of
Liberty, count)" of Sullivan & State of N. York, under tho
Presbvterv of Hudson & General Assembly of the United States
of Anierica." At this meeting three trustees were elected, 'Viz:
Robert Young, Isaac Carrier and Calvin Bush. At another meet
ing, held on the 2Hd day of November, in the same ye«.tr, 66
names v..ere subscribed as composing the society. At a subse
quent meeting, the following vote was passed: ..,. That we send
one delegate to the Presbytery that sets at Hopewell the second
Thursday of Sept. Inst., & that Deacon David Kilborn be the
delegate." This last meeting was held on the Ist of September,
1810. In a separate book of records kept by the Session of the
Church from its beginning, we learn that the Church W«.l.S

.fornlally and alltltor·itat-icely organized b)' the direction of the
Presbytery of Hudson, on the 6th day of September, 1810.
The Rev. Daniel C. Hopkins, who had. been preaching as a
missionary under the care of the Presbytery, was sent as a.
committee of organization. The exercises of the occasion were
opened with prayer by MI'. Hopkins, when the following persons
appeared and requested to be constituted a distinct branch of
the Church of Christ, to be called the Ist Presbyterian Church
of Liberty: Elizabeth Carrier, late of Colebrook, Connecticut;
Elmice Hurd, late of 'Voodbury, Connecticut; Comfort Baker,
late of Colchester; Susan Fish; Da'ViJ Kilbourne, late of
Colchester, Connecticut; Mary Kilbourne, late of Colchester,
Connecticut; Lucy Hall; William Hurley, late of Bethlehem,
New York; Jonathan Nichols, late of Stratford, Connecticut;
Eber Hall; Daniel Bush, late of Colebrook, Connecticut. Eber
Hall, Lucy Hall, and Susan Fish made a public profession
of their faith for the first time on this occasion. David
Kilbourne and Daniel Bush were elected to the office of ruling
elder. After reading a summary of the Confession of Faith of
the Presbyterian Church, and a form of a covenant by which
the new Church was to be governed, Mr. Hopkins closed the
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services with a sermon on Genesis 45:21-" See that ye fall not
out by the way." On Sabbath, 9th of September, 1810, this
infant Church celebrated the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
for the first time. The membership of the Church, by additions
a.t almost every communion season, was increased to about 135
in 1840. The present membership in good and regular stand
ing is not quite 100. The Church had no settled pastor till
1840; but was supplied, somewhat irregularly with preaching
by ministers sent to it by the Presbytery. These remained,
some a longer and some a shorter time. From 16 to 20 different
ministers supplied the Church with preaching from the date of
its organization to the year 1840. The following are the names
of some of the sUl;lplieR: Daniel C. Hopkins, Henry Ford, Noah
Coe, Thomas Grier, Ezra Fisk, Reuben Porter, John Boyd,
.James Hyndstan, Edwin Doran, "~illiam l\IacMasters, A. Dean,
Abner Morse, William McJinlpsey, Sam'I Pelton, John B. Fish,
Charles Cummins, J. 'V. Babbitt, Michael Carpenter, and Daniel
Dougherty. The Rev. James Petrie (now of l\Iontana, New
-Iersey.) was the first settled pastor of this Church. He was
ordained and installed by the Presbytery of Hudson on the
30th of September, 1840; but had preached for the people
during the rrevions year. At the installation services, Rev, Mr.
Leggett, 0 Hopewell, preached the sermon; Mr. Blain, of
Goodwill, gave the charge to the people, and Mr. Bull, now of
West Town, gave the charge to the pastor. The pastoral rela
tion between Mr. Petrie and this Church was dissolved on the
13th of January, 1852, and he was succeeded by the Rev. John
N. Boyd, now of Circleville. Mr. B. was installed on the 28th
of September, 1852, by a committee of the Presbytery of
Hudson consisting of the Rev. 'V. D. Snodgrass, D. D., now of
Goshen, Orange county, James Adams, Thaddeus Wilson and
W. J. Blain. The pastoral relation between Mr. Boyd and the
Church was dissolved on the 28th of September, 1858, Mr.
Boyd was succeeded in the pastorate by the Rev. T. Mack, now
of Spring Valley, N. Y. Mr. Mack was installed on the 1st of
May, 1859. The present pastor, the Rev. J. Napier Husted,
succeeded Mr. Mack, and was installed on the 10th of June,
1868, by a committee of Presbytery, consisting of the Bev,
Theron Brittain, now of Cochecton; Rev. R. Davison, now of
Westchester, N. Y., and the Rev. Floyd Crane, now of Goshen.

From the date of its organization in 1810, to 1829, the
congregation appear to have worshiped in a "School-house near
Ass Baker's." It is a fact worthy of notice, that the school
house in which this Church had Its first organized existence,
and in which it worshiped for so many years, stood near the
site of the present church-edifice-just in the rear.

The first record we have of an intention or effort to erect a
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bouse of worship is the follo"in~: "Voted that the trustees or
the Society circulate subscriptions here and abroad, for the
}lurpose of raising money to build a Meeting-house." This
vote was taken at a meeting held on the 7th day of Ja.nuary,
1811. There is no record that gives any knowledge as to
'whether the above "Yote" was carried into effect, till the 19th
day of February, 1827~ when, (at a meeting held on that day)
another "Yote" 'was taken as fo110"'·8: " Voted that this Societv
build a tower for the purpose of placing a bell for the use of
the Society." The inference is that somewhere between tho
years 1811 and 1827, a structure had been erected, capable of
supporting a tower and a bell. As to when this building was
finished, there is no means of telling. Tradition tells us, how
ever, that it was many years in being carried to completion.
The 5th day of January, 1829, is the date of the fir»! meeting
of the congregation held in the church : and the 20th of -Iune,
1829, the date of the first meeting of the Session held in the
church. This first church-building stood on an elevation about
a quarter of a mile from the village of Liberty, and on the road
leading to Woodbourne, Under the ministry of the Rev. J ames
Petrie, this building became too small to accommodate the
congregation, and accordingly was enlarged and remodeled in
1849. It was dedicated in February, 1R50-the precise day not
being given. Dr. Phillips, of New York City, now deceased,
preached the dedicatory sermon. This building was set apart
for the worship of God free of debt. It stood till late in the
summer of 1870, when, being greatly out of repair, it was taken
down and re-erected on a new' site in the center of the village.
The church thus rebuilt the second time and greatly beautified,
'was re-dedicated to the 'worship of the 'I'riune God~·on the] 3th
day of :Julv, 1871. The pastor, the Rev. J. Napier Husted,
made the dedicatory prayer, and the Rev. Charles Beattie of
Middletown, New York, preached the sermon. Rev. Luther
Littell, of Mt. Hope, Walter S. Brown, of 'Voodbourue, and
James Norris, of Shavertown, also took part in the services.*

Besides. the churches already noticed, there are in Liberty
the following : .

THE ~IETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE VILLAGE OF LIBERTY.
-A class 'was organized in the neighborhood in 1814, by Rev.
Peter P. Sanford, 'who was then the preacher in charge of the
circuit. He was one of the most beloved Methodist preachers
who eyer visited this region, as the frequent occurrence of the
baptismal name of Sanford proyes. In 1826, Methodism 'was

• Statement of Rev. J. !'iapier Husted.
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in such a flourishing condition here, that 3 church was built.
Twenty years afterwards, this building was found to be outside
of the new village which had sprung up; consequently the
present church-edifice was erected. The lot for the new church
edifice was donated by John D. Watkins, M. D., who also
contributed largely to the fund for building the church and
parsonage.

The exodus from Ireland, caused by the great famine, gave
to Liberty, as well as other towns of Sullivan, a. considerable
Roman Catholic population. Over them Rev, Daniel Mugan
of Ellenville had the charge until his death in 1872, in which
year Saint Peter's Church of Liberty was built at an expense
of about $5,000.
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SUPERYISORS OF THE TOWN OF UBERTY.

From ~o

1807 . . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Crary....................... 1809
1809 Darius Martin 1815
1815 Joseph Hill 1816
1816 Darius Marlin 1819
1819 Reuben Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1823
1823 Darius Martin 1824
1824 Joseph young 1828
1828 Joseph Grant 1832
1832 Toseph young 1833
1833 Nathaniel B. Hill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1834
1834............•Toseph young 1835
1835 Luther Bush 1838
1838 Isaac Horton 1840
1840 Edward Young 1841
1841 Luther Bush 1842
1842 Henry' Mead 1843
1843 Joseph young 1845
1845 James F. Bush 1847
1847 Benjamin P. Buckley 1850
1850 Horace H. Crary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 1851
1851 Benjamin P. Buckley 1852
1852 Ares B. Leroy 1853
1853 Tohn D. ""atkins 1854
1854 Robert Y. Grant 1855
1855 Ares B. Leroy 1856
1856............•Tohn R. Kilbourne 1859
1859 Robert Y. Grant 1860
1860 Edward H. Pinney. . .. . 1861
1861 Edwin Fobes 186:1
1863 Benjamin "'V. Baker 1864-
1864 Billings Grant 1865
18f>5 . . . . . . . Thomas Crary............... . 1868
18nS Oscar B. Gra..nt 1869
1869 John H. Allen 1871
1871 George young.............. 1872
1872 Uriah S. Messiter 1874:
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CH.~PTER XIL

THE TOWN OF LUMBERLAND.

This town is situated west of the :r.lonaaup and north of the
Delaware river, and in the angle formed by the junction of the
two streams. Its surface is rugged and broken, although it has
8 fair share of land susceptible of cultivation. A large part of
it is yet in a wilderness-state, all but about two thousand acres
being unimproved. This is owing to causes which will be stated
hereafter.

At the month of the Mongaup, the altitude above the ocean
level is 550 feet.* Being the extreme southern point of our
territory, of moderate elevation, and environed by mountains,
its climate is mild and desirable.

The streams of Lumberland furnish sufficient 'water-power
for the requirements of its citizens, and it has several of those
beautiful lakes 'which abound in nearly everv section of the
county, Among them is Lebanon in "'the northern; Round,
Sand and Haggai's in the western; Long in the central, and
Metaque in the eastern part of the town.

The last is about two miles from the ~rongaup, and three
hundred feet above it. On its outlet is a beautiful cascade.
After running over a rocky bed, the water leaps down about
one hundred feet into the" Mongaup. The lake has in it the
usual varieties of fish found in such sheets of water, and 'what
is quite remarkable, eels of larQe diuiensious abound in it.
Naturalists assert that this mysterious fish will not continue or
produce its kind in situations where it cannot visit the ocean
and return.t No fish can ascend a perpendicular fall of one
hundred feet. How then do eels find a 'way from salt-water to
Metaque pond? ~

.. }'r<:nch'K Gazetteer.
t For hundreds of years, naturalists have failed to discover the rE'J>roductive

organs of the eel, and to distinguish the male from the female. Recently It. has been
announced that, as certain Bowers are staminate and pistillate, so each eel contains
within itsclf the elements of generation. Its ovaries and tcsnls are not developed
until it visits the ocean, where it produces its offspring. The latter ascend fresh
watE-r channels, and Iive there until instinct causes them to return to their native
element.i--See Harpers' ...Vogazinefo-r December; 18;2.
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Year.

1800 ,
1810'* .
1820 .
1880 .
18W .
1850 1

1860'~ .
1810 I

Long pond is long and narrow, and has bold, rocky-shores;
except at the north end, where there is a marsh. Midway from
each extremity is a beautiful island of about two acres.

Haggai's pond, it is said, received its name from a man called
Haggai, who settled near it previous to the Revolutionary war.
It is of unusual shape, and what is quite remarkable, in one part
of it the water measures but four feet below the surface, while
around this shoal, the descent is very abrupt, and the water deep.

Sand pond is situated on or near the line between Lumber
land and Hichland, There is (I, large quantity of sand in and
around this Ltke, suitable for the making of glass. Since 1812
it has been used for that purpose by several manufacturers.
From that year to 1820, it was carted to Pond Eddy, and from
there taken down the liver to James 'V. Ridgeway's factory,
about two miles above Port Jervis. More recently it has been
transported to Honesdale. As there is an abundance of wood
in the vicinity, and Sand pond is of easy access from the Erie
Railway and the Delaware and Hudson canal, it is singular that no
enterprising capitalist has engaged in making glass at this point.

Round pond is a pretty sheet of 'water which outlets into
Mud pond brook.

Mud pond makes no pretense to beauty, and therefore we
have not classed it with those lakes which command admiration.
Other ponds bear the same name, but this is the only one which
deserves it. It is about one mile long, from twenty to forty
rods wide, has bold rocky shores, and is composed of mud of an
unknown depth, with an occasional patch of turbid water.
From this remarkable morass runs a large stream of water.

Lebanon pond in the north is an attractive sheet of water,
particularly to anglers.

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAx..\TIO~.

, i I
Popu- :Assessed; Town I Co. and
lahon.l Valne. ;Charges., State.

I .----i
733 'no record no record no record
5251 $98,115' $128.381 $140.02
5~?1 123,425' 264.211 ~6~.?1
~:)~I 10n,11·!: 8~4.47i .tOg.24

1,20')1 7R,241: 7_R.no: 32~.Ol

2,G:~51 220,40:3~ 408.82,1 1,4(jG.58
970~ 196,005: 211.80

1
1,898.57

1,065! 18fl,910' 2,440.191 3,925.94--------------
• Liberty and Bethel WE're erected Lc·t \\"c"'11 1!)O{) ana HnO.
t Highland and Tusten became tOW118 during tht.' previous decade,
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The early history of this town is involved in obscurity, The
first settler of whom 'we have information was a man named
John Showers, 'who lived near the mouth of the Mongaup. He
kept a tavern there ~revious to 1790, as we learn from the old
Records of Mamakating. There is no doubt that he lived there
previous to the Revolutionary war, and that his house 'was well
known to the red and white trappers and hunters of the
Mongaup and Delaware. He 'was probably one of those un
scrupulous men who have been a greater bane to the Indians
than "war, pestilence and famine," and that he established
himself here to exchange fire-water for furs and peltries.

Tom Quick, the Iudian-slayer, was often the guest of Showers,
and the loa-cabin of the latter was the scene of one of his
exploits. On one occasion, Quick and three or four other white
hunters had Bought the shelter of Showers' bark-roof, when a
savage entered and asked permission to stay all night. He 'was
told that he could lodge there. After s:pending the evening
pleasantly, the part)" wrapped themselves ill their blankets, and
stretched themselves upon the floor. All were soon asleep
except Quick, who had resolved to murder the red man, and
remained awake, watching for a favorable moment to accom
plish his unjustifiable purpose. When the deep breathing of
the others announced that they were unconscious, Tom cau
tiously got his gun. In a few moments the hunters were aroused
by an explosion, and found the savage dead in their midst.
The assassin, immediately after firing, left the cabin, and dis
appeared in the woods. As the red men were then almost
exclusive occupants of the surrounding countrr, and would
avenge the death of their brother, if informed of It, the murder
'was concealed for many years,*

Showers was living in Lumberland in 1792, as well as a person
named Joseph Showers. The latter was probably the son of
the former. Both were men of some property, and were then
on the tax-roll of Mamakating, which town at that time covered
Lumberland,

The history of this town will not be complete 'without an
account of Tom Quick, whose favorite hunting ground was in
Lumberland... He was born at Milford, Pennsylvania, where
his father settled in 1733, and 'was the descendant of respectable
and affluent ancestors, who came from Holland and became
residents of Ulster county previous to IG8H. At Milford the
Quicks prospered, and became the owners of valuable real
estate, including mills ; but they were surrounded by savages,
to whose manners and customs Tom, as he was called, became
so much attsclred that his mode of life resembled that of a

• Tom Quid, and the Pioneers,
24:
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Lenape hunter. He lived in amity 'with the savages : partici
pating with them in their amusements and pursuits, until the
Fren~h and Indian 'war, when they killed his father under verv
aggravating circumstances. This turned Tom's friendship to
inappeasable hostility, and he solemnly swore that he never
would be at peace with the red race as long as one of them
hunted on the banks of the Delaware; and there is no doubt
that he embraced every safe opportunity to murde-r the savages
while they remained in the country, or visited it from their new
homes west of the Alleghanies,

The numher of Indians slain by him is no doubt very much
exaggerated in popular estimation. Many believe that he killed
nearly one hundred; but there is no certainty that the actual
number exceeds ten or fifteen.

Several years since we met with a nephew of Tom Quick,~·

who was with the Indian-slayer many times previous to the
death of the latter. To him Tom communicated the following
statement, which is no doubt a true one:

"After the French and Indian war, an Indian named Musk
wink returned to the lower valley of the Neversink. He was a
drunken vagabond, and was often at the tavern kept by a man
named Decker. TOlD visited Decker's while l\Iuskwink was
there. The savage as usual was intoxicated. He asked Tom to
drink 'with him ; but 'I'om angrily and contemptuously refused
to do so; when the other boasted that he 'was concerned in the
killing of 'I'homas Qnick, senior; and that he had scalped the
old man with his own hand. As if this was not enough to rouse
a demon in Tom's heart, he mimicked the dying struggles of
the father, and exhibited the silver sleeve-buttons worn by his
victim. Tom 'vas unarmed ; but seeing a gun hanging against
a. beam overhead, he took it down, saw it was loaded and
primed, and then cocked it. Before Muskwink could escape or
resist, the muzzle was within a few feet of his breast, and he
was ordered to leave the house. The sa,,-age sullenly resigned
himself to the guidance of Tom, 'who drove him into the main
road leading from Kingston to Minisink, and after proceeding
about a mile towards Carpenter's Point, shot him in the back.
Tom then took possession of the sleeve-buttons which had
belonged to his father, rut the dead body near the upturned
roots of a tree, hnstily kicked some dirt and leaves over it, and
then returned to Dr-cker's and placed the gun where he had
found it. After doing this, he left the neighborhood. If au
attempt was made to arrest him, he eluded his pursuers. It
was Dot difficult to do so, because the frontiers-men of the
Dela-ware very gent-rally applauded his crime, and believed that
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the aggravating oircumstances under which he acted were a full
and sufficient justification.

Several years after this event, a man named Philip Decker,
while cultivating the land on which the Indian was killed,
~lowed up his bones.

Not lon~ after the killiurcy of Mnskwink, TonI murdered an
entire family, consisting 0 an Indian, his squa'w and trhre(~

children, the youngest a suckling. The pnrty were quietly
passing through Butler's Rift in a canoe, "9heIi' TOlD, who was
ill ambush among the tall reed-r-ass on the shore, rose up,
aimed his gun at them, and ordered them to COOle ashore.
They did not dare to disobey. Wheu they had got near enough,
Tom shot the man, and tomahawked the others, Before he
killed the youngest pappoose, hi.s heart ~or !l' m?Jllont relented:
but suddenly remembering that If he let It live, It would become
an Indian, he did not spare it. III his 01<1 age, when asked whv
he killed the children, his invariable reply was" "~its mak«
Ii '"ceo

We are aware that this relation has been severelv criticised.
It has been said of it, that it is incredible, and tha"t if true no
record of it should be made. As to its truth: Tom repeatedly
described the affair 'with all its brutal details to Jacob Quick,
our informant. Jacob Quick believed that the story was true
as firmly UR he believed in the truth of the Christian faith, to
the verity of which he bore testimony from his youth to old age.
As to the other objection: Our histories of Indian wars are
replete with narratives which illustrate the crueltJ" and barbarity
of the red men of our country, while they contain hut few and
imperfect pictures of the brutality, Iicentionsness ana greed of
the white savages 'who have debauched, wronged and extermi
nated nearly an entire race of people. All history which is not
impartial and true, is a fraud. Therefore, believing that what
is set down in the preceding paragraph is true, we will let the
record stand.

Besides these there is but little doubt that Tom killed two
Indians at Hagan's pond, one at the house of Showers on the
Monganp, and was implicated in the murder of Canope at
Handsome Eddy, According to his own statement, he also
destroyed an indefinite number 'while hunting, He assured our
informant, that when he heard the report of a gun while in the
woods, he went cautiously to the point where it Wa.R fired, and
generally found au Indian skinning a bear or no deer, after which
it 'was easy to send a bullet through his head or heart.

While hunting in Lumberland, Tom was in the habit of
staying at the house of a relative named Peter Quick, who,
according to the Records of )Ialuakating. lived on the old
Cochecton road, about midway between the Mongaup and
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Beaver brook. Peter sometimes accompanied the Indian-slayer
'when the latter engaged in hunting and trapping. \Yhile thus
engaged, they were on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware,
at Pond Eddy, when they saw an Indian named William George
in a canoe on the river, and coming directly towards them.
Tom made his companion squat in the reed-grass, and told him
that they 'would have SODle sport with the red-skin. They
remained concealed until the savage came close to them, 'when
Tom rushed from the grass, aimed his rifle at him, and ordered
him to come ashore. When he had obeyed Tom's command,
he was asked his business, etc., and told that he must die. And
Tom 'would have shot him, if Peter, who 'was a humane man,
had not interfered, and with much difficulty saved the Indian's
life. The latter was then ordered to be gone, and at once
paddled oft' ill nne style. .A.s he was retreating, Tom aimed his
rifle at him, and exclaimed in very Low Dutch. "Ho could t"ch,
de duuder ! out de cano fu'mhly!" ('. Thunder! how I could tumble
him out of the canoe!") During the remainder of the day he
was very morose, and seemed to be angry at himself because
he had permitted the Indian to escape.

From the fact that this took place while there 'were Indians
in the vicinitv, we are led to believe that Peter Quick settled in
Lumberlaud ·hefore the Revolutionary war; for the savages did
not frequent that "r~gion after 1783.

In 179~, Peter E. Gumaer, of Peenpack, was one of the
collectors of Mamukuting, His district extended from the
mouth of the Mongaup to the Callicoon, and probably included
a part or all of Deerpark, In 1853, be furnished f01' Lotan
Smith's Agricultural History of Sullivan a list of tax-payers,
'who, sixty-one years pre-viously, were on his list, and, according
to his recollection, lived in what was once the town of Lumber
land.

Although this list is not infallible, Vie give it, premising that
the Records of ::\Ialnakating show that Solomon Wheat lived
in :Mount Hope or Deerpark, and that Creeley and one or two
others did not reside ill Lumberland :

£ s, d.
-Iohn Showers _. . . . .. 0 1 O!
J 1 1\' k 0 2 O!-osep 1 ~UIC .. _ . . . . ..

*Nicholas Conklin 0 2 lO~

*Paul Tyler 0 0 Hi
-:tChul'les·Tylel'.. _. . .. 0 0 5~
*Job JOllP~ _ 0 2 3t
-~John Ross 0 0 11

£ 8. d.
-:fNathaniel Mitchell 0 2 lOt
t.John TIIolllas. . . .. 0 5 0
tJona.than Dexter _. 0 0 91
.John Beelner...... 0 0 7i
+John Cole. _. _.. _. 0 0 01
Israel Hodge _.0 0 3!
)Iartin Decker _. 0 0 II!

----------_.._----- -- ----
• Supposed residents of Cochecton and Delaware.
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£, 8. d.
*James Boss ...•..•. 0 0 8
*William Conklin.... 0 0 11
Solomon Wheat. . . . .. 0 0 3~

tJesse Wells 0 1 7
tThom88 Barnes. . . .. 0 0 10~

tAbraham Barnes. . .. 0 1 01
tThos. Reeve,....... 0 2 O!
tJoshua Call1enter ... 0 2 11
Matthew QUIck... . .. 0 1 51
Abner Lane. . . . . . . .. 0 0 11

£, 8. d.
tJohn Moore 0 3 01
Peter Creeley 0 0 11
George Lane...... 0 0 9!
Joseph Showers .... 0 0 3t
Henry Quick. . . . . .. 0 0 3:[
Samuel Dailey. . . .. 0 1 10
Elias Davis. . . . . . .. () 1 2l
John Dailev 0 0 5
:William ",..ells. . .. 0 0 6~
tDavid Wells...... 0 0 91

By an act of the Legislature passed March 16, 1798, Never
sink was taken from Boehester and Lumberland from Mama
kating. The act first provides for the erection of the former,
and in a subsequent section for the latter, so that, although
Neversink first saw the light, the two ma:r be termed twin-sisters.
Lumberland was thus bounded bv the Legislature which gave
it existence: "On the north-east 1Yy the Ddxucare rixer j on the
north-west by the county of Delaware; on the south-west by
Rochester; and on the east by the Mongaup river."

We have copied the description here given front the original
Session Laws of 1798. Taking the letter of the law as a guide,
no man could have found the bounds of the town. A greater
piece of legislative bungling was never perpetrated.

The name of Lumberland was derived from what was then
the leading pursuit of its inhabitants. Although the town now
covers but 32,335 acres, it at first comprised an area of nearly
300,000, and included Highland, Tusten, Cochecton, Delaware
and Bethel, and so much of Fallsburgh, Liberty, Ce.llicoon and
Fremont as was not originally in the town of Rochester.

In 1800, Lumberland had a population of 733 souls. Except
8, few families located in Liberty, and at one or two other points,
the residents of the town lived in the valley of the Delaware or
its immediate vicinity, and were engaged in lumbering. The
town was an immense wilderness of valuable timber. The forests
consisted principally of white and yellow pine, oak, chestnut,
and hemlock. The soil of the southern portion, except a few
small tracts of valley land, was considered worthless for agricult
ural purposes. Hence the possession of farm-lots was not
considered desirable, and real estate was held in large parcels
by non-residents, (principally citizens of Orange county,) whose
aim was to convert the timber into cash at the least possible
expense to themselves. To do this, they built mills, and em
ployed choppers, teamsters and sawyers, who were controlled

• 8up~ residents of Cochecton and Delaware.*ReSIdents of Highland.
t Residents of Tusten.
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by resident agents. Each establishment had its little (~OlU

munity of employees, a majority of whom lived in make-shift
tenements, SOUle of whom did not even cultivate a garden, and
all of whom received 'wages which left no surplus at the end or
the year. The region was thus stripped and plundered of its
natural 'wealth. It was the fountain-head of a stream which
swept to distant localities its auriferous stores, and diminished
its ~wn riches in the ratio it added to the consequence of other
regions,

Until a recent day"it was believed that there 'would be nothing
in Lumberland to stimulate enterprise as soon as the original
forests 'were swept away. Happily this belief 'was not well
founded. That part of the town which borders on the Dela
'ware, contains an almost inexhaustible source of wealth. If
the name of Lumberland once suggested the principal industry
of the town, Stoneland or Rockland would now he So more
appropriate appellation. It 'was found that the superficial
stratum of rock was what is known to quarrymen as blue-stone.
In 1868, Messrs. Mills & Cash, an Ulster county firm which had
successfully prosecuted the business in Ulster, opened extensive
quarries near Pond Eddy. They were followed by Henry 'V.
Decker. In 1870, the firm of Decker, Kilgore & Co. formed a
joint stock company known as the New' York and Pennsylvania
Blue Stone Company. This organization has a capital of one
million of dollars, and has leased of James D. Decker more
than one-third of the town. It is said that its annual transac
tions reach a sum equal to the nominal capital of the company.

Although the new interest may be developed more rapidly
hy those who now control it, than if diffused among the resi
dents of the town, it is probable that a large share of the profits
which will arise from it will enrich non-residents.

Among the early settlers since the Revolutionary war, 'we may
mention Joshua Knight and P. VanAuken on the Mongaup;
Sears Gardner, Elnathan Corey and the Middaughs at Pond
Eddy, as 'well as the Deckers, Sears G. Tuthill, John Rinck and
"rilliam Ryerson. The descendants of several of these persons
are not among the present inhabitants of the town. Elnathan
Corey kept the first tavern, and Levi Middaugh and Solon
Cooper the first store at Pond Eddy. A. M. Farnham was the
pioneer school-teacher.

We should add to the above list the names of Adam "llite
and Philip Decker. Decker came from New Jersey. Abram "·0
Decker, a former Member of Assembly, and James D. Decker,
who represented Lumberland for many years in the Board of
Supenisors, and is now (1873) Sheriff of Sullivan county, are
sons of Philip Deckel·.

The firm of Middaugh & Cooper was dissolved in 1830 in con-
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sequence of the mysterious disappearance of Cooper. This
Midda.ugh was respectably connected. Cooper had a wife and
children with WhODl he lived in concord. As a husband and
father he was remarkably kind and affectionate, and we believe
he was prOf'perOU8 in his affairs.

On the 23<1 of August, he left home to transact business at
"Mongaup Valley, where he hoped to collect a. sum of ulolley
due the firm from J eremiah Gale; at Mouticcllo, where he in
tended to leave several deeds at the County Clerk's office; and
at Kingston, where he intended to pay a considerable sum on
account of the firm. ,"Vhen he started, he took with him the
necessary funds for the latter purpose. On his way he passed
through Forestburgh, where he called 011 Adam \Vhite, and
then proceeded to the house of Marshall Perry, where he re
mained all night. On the 24th, he resumed his journey, and
stopped at various houses on his ·way to make inquiries as to
the route to Mongaup V...alley. The last place where he was
seen was at De\\"'itt Decker's, three miles from the vallev, Here
he made the usual inquiries and left. He never reached Gale'R,

and no further trace of him could be found. On the Gth of
October, Middaugh published an advertisement in the RejJulJli(,(lIl
Watchman, in which he declared that he was ignorant of Cooper's
fate; that the business of the firm had terminated, and cautioned
the public not to bust Cooper on its aceount. From this it.
appears that Middaugh believed his late partner had absconded.
Others, however, came to H. different conclusion. They believed
that the missing man was murdered, and for a time much
excitement prevailed in regard t<:> the matter.

On the 24th of September, 1831, the people of Thompson
and Bethel, at the request of Mr. Gale, turned out to search
for Cooper's remains; and again on the 29th of October, on the
call of Mr. Gale, Hezekiah Howell and AsH. Hall; but on ueither
occasion 'was a clue found to his mysterious disappearance, If,
in accordance with the general belief, he was murdered, his
bones may yet be found in or near "rest Settlement.

On the 17th of December, 1843, one of the small ponds of
Lumberland was the scene of a sad tragedy. Cornelius Letts,
aged 22 years, while crossing the pond, broke through the icc.
As his brother was vainly endeavoring to rescue him, :: y01Ulg

lady to whom Cornelius expected to be married 011 the next
day, and who lived in the vicinity, attracted by his cries, caine
to the shore, and, after witnessing his struggles to escape, saw
him sink to rise no more. The clergyman who was engaged t.o
perform the marriage ceremony came according to agreement ;
but instead of finding Cornelius arrayed in marriage garments,
he found him enshrouded for the grayeo A. funeral sermon was
delivered over the remains of the unfortunate JOllUg man at the
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ver'l. hour set lor the "redding. We have seldom met with an
incident which more forcibly illustrates the uncertainty of human
a.ffairs.

About the year 1850, the question of once more dividing
Lumberland began to be seriously discussed. The town con
tained over 90,000 acres of land, and its river-front extended
from the Mongaup to the south-western corner of Cochecton.
Even when the town-business was transacted at 8. central point,
some of the people found it difficult to go to and return from
that point in a single day, and the roads were so rough that the
journey was irksome and not altogether without peril. The
first proposition for a division was made in 1852,and came from
Charles S. 1Voodward, Jonathan Hawks, Sears R. Gardner,
George Swartz, John S. Hughes, Richard "\V. Corwin, C. C.
Murray, James R. Hankins, Duncan Boyd and others, who
petitioned for the erection of an additional town from Lumber
land. This, although favored by 80 large number of leading
citizens, was not satisfactory to a majority of the inhabitants,
whose discontent with such an arran~ement was made manifest
by a counter-application from Benjamin B. Parker, Robert
Atkins, Justus Hickok, Benjamin C. Austin and eighteen others
for the making of two new towns. The petition of the latter
had the most weight with the Board of Supervisors, 'who on the
17th of December, 1853, enacted that certain lots should be
erected into the town of Tusten, and certain other lots into
the town of Highland,* "and that all the remaining part of
Lumberland shall be and remain a separate town by the name
of Lumberland."

.o\s the labor of the town has been confined almost exclusivelv
to 8. single branch of industry, so the consciences of its citizens
have been mainly swayed by a. solitary !eligious creed. ~he
manufacture of lumber caused isolated neighborhoods to spnng
up. The itinerating preachers of the Methodist Episcopal
SOcietyfound their way to these little communities, and secured
the gratitude, love and confidence of the people to such an
extent that the only churches of the town belong to the Metho
dists. There are four of these edifices-one of which is at South
Lebanon; one at Pond Eddy; and one at Lebanon. There is
a church for every 267 inhabitants. Every man, woman and
child of the town can simultaneously find refuge in a religions
sanctuary-a very remarkable fact.

At Pond Eddy there is a suspension bridge, for the construe
tion of which the town has been bonded for $19,000.

• See chapters on Tusten and Highland.
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(from Tn

1798 No record 1800
1809 John Conklin 1810
1810 Jonathan Dexter 1811
1811 Oliver Calkin ISla
1813 Samuel Watkins 181H
1816 Oliver Calkin 181R
1818 'Villiam Dunn..... . 181H
1819 Oliver Calkin 1820
1820 Sears Gardner 1822
1822 Oliver Calkin 182:1
1823 '" .<Jardner Fergerson '" .182fi
1825 Sears Gardner 182fi
1826 Gardner Fergerson lR2H
1829 William Dunn 1830
1830 Gardner Fergerson, ISH::
1833 Samuel Hankins 188;'
1835 John Bishop 18:-J7
1887 Augustus M. Sackett 18H~

1838 James K. Gardner 1841
1841 Sears G. Tuthill 1M4:!
1842 Charles S. Woodward 1850
1850. . . . . Thomas Williams................. 18;)~

lR52 James K. Gardner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 185H
18;;3 Charles S. 'Voodward 1854
1854 O. W. Lambert..... . 1&3(l
1856 Peter G. Canfield 1857
1857 Abram T. Drake IH5H
18.58 Abram W. Decker 1860
1860 James D. Decker 1871
1871 Joseph Steel 187~

1872. . . . . . . . " .Albert Stage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 1874:



CHAPTER XllI.

THE TOVt"N OF MAMAKATlNG.

The any and year of the first visit made by white men, to the
territory comprised within the bounds of Sullivan county, can
not now be determiued ; and we cannot trace the route ~ursued

by them. They llltl.y have come from the colony of Swedes,
ostablished on the Delaware river ill lGaB, or they Inay have
traveled tile Indian paths which led from Esopus in IG14, when
a trading-post was established at that point by the Dutch.

It iii said of the Swedes, that they Iived in unbroken amity
with the Lenape, a11<1 that they deserved the love and confi
donee of the red man. The truth of this assertion is conceded
hy historians ; hence there is no rOOUl to believe that an obstacle
was presented by the original inhabitants to such of the Swedes
as desired to explore the streams, mountains, valleys and plains
of the country.

One of the"'hallndnations of that period was, that the forests
of this continent ubouuded with rich mines of gold, silver and
other precious metals, and that the natives were well acquainted
with these mines, and could be induced to disclose what they
knew. The Swedes, us well as other immigrants, used evcrv
artifice to induce the Indians to lead them to these EI Dorado-.
·£11\18, doubtless, the Dutch discovered the old iuiue at :\linisink,
and the lost mine of Maul4.l.kating. Generally, however, the ore
found was not as valuable as the mixed lead, copper end zinc
found ill the Shawnngunk. Grievous disappointment followed
when it was submitted to the crucible. Often were they
deceived by those pyrites which have been appropriately termed
'" fools' gold." The golden lustre of the pyrites led to the
transportation of many carefully guarded samples to Europe,
which experienced mineralogists there at once cast, not into
ingots, but among rubbish.

Although the search for mines led to the discovery of much
fertile land in the wilderness, and its occupation hy the whites
at an early day, it did not lead to the settlement of the banks
or the Delaware by the Swedes, or any other Europeans, as far
up as Minisink, until several years had elapsed.

[378]
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That the Swedes believed that they were the discoverers of
deposits of the precious metals on the banks of the river of the
J.Jenape, llH.LJ be proved by reference to Master Evelyn's curious
descziption of the country. Lindstrom, the Swedish engineer,
who explored several portions of the country, assures us that
silver existed near the Falls of the Delaware," und that consider
able quantities of gold were found higher up the river.f SUJ8
he, "the shore before the mountain is covered with pyrites,
'Vhen the soundest are broken, kerneIs are found as large as
small peas, containing virgin s~IYer. I h.ave broken ~ol'e than
a hundred. A savage Unapois, beholding a. gold-ring of the
wife of Governor Printz, demanded why she carried such a
trifle. The Governor replied, "If you will procure me such
trifles I will reward you with other things suitable for JOu.'
'I know,' said the Indian, 'a mountain filled with such metal.'
'Behold,' rejoined the Governor, 'what I will give JOU for a
specimen;' presenting to him at the same time, a fathom of red
and a fathom of blue frieze, some white lead, looking-glasses,
bodkins and needles, declaring that he would cause him to be
accompanied by two of his soldiers. But the Iudian, refusing
this escort, said. that he would first go for a specimen, and, if it
gave satisfaction, he might be sent back with the Governor's
people. He promised to give a specimen, kept the presents,
and went away; and, after some days, returned with a lump of
ore as large as his double fist, of 'which the Governor made
proof, found it of good quality, and extracted from it a consider
able quantity of gold, which he manufactured into rings and
bracelets. lIe promised the Indian further presents, if he
would discover the situation of this mountain. The Indian
consented, but demanded a delay of a few days, when he could
spare more time. Content with this, Printz gave him more
presents. The savage, having returned to his nation, boasted
of his gifts, and declared the reason of their presentation. But
he was assassinated by the sachem and his companions, lest he
should betray the situation of this gold-mine; they fearing its
ruin if it were discovered by us. It is still unknown."

This ore may have been a mixed ore from the Shawangunk
mountain, or from the metalliferous region of Sussex county,
New Jersey, where an ore is found which is easily converted
into brass. It certainly was not gold.

The planting of a trading-post at Esopus by the Dutch in
1614, and the settlement of that point by the same people, led
to a brisk intercourse between the two races. A.t Esopus
debouched the dusky trappers and hunters, bearing a rich

• The Falls of the D&aware mentioned by LWdatrom were at the head of aloop
a.nd steamboat navigation, at I'r4mWD.

t ~rdoD'. New leney.
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harvest of skins and furs, from a great scope of country, includ
ing all of Sullivan county. To the great trail from Minisink
through Mamakating, Warwarsing, ete., to Esopus, led all the
other principal trails of this region. One great trail of the
Lenape was from a point about two miles above Saugerties, to
the upper waters of the Plattekill, and from thence to Paka
tagkan, an Indian village on the Papacton branch of the Dela
ware. The Minisink trail ran from the Hudson, via Marblet<>wn,
Rochester, Wawarsing, Wurtsborough, Port J ervis, and the
Delaware, nearly to the Water Gap. From Marbletown, a great
trail ran by the way of Olive and Shandaken," to Pakatagkan;
another from Marbletown to the forks of the Rosendall, Grahams
Tille, Debruce, ete., to Cochecton, where it crossed the Delaware
and led to Skinner's creek; another was from the Sand-Hills, up
the Sandburgh to Denniston's ford, the Sheldrake, Liberty and
the Cochecton trail. There were also trails from Napanoch, and
along the Neversink, and to and from various minor points.

There were men among the original Dutchmen of Esopus,
who, although they had been schooled in civilization, soon affili
ated with the savage Lenape hunters. They hunted with them,
trapped with them, and became guests at their wigwams,
Whether they penetrated the country as far as the Mamakating,
the Navising or the Lenape-wihittnck can never be known.t

However plausible may seem our theories in :re6~rd.~ the
Swedes of the Delaware and the Hollanders of WildWlJk, we
cannot prove that the foot of a European pressed our soil
previous to the year 1663, when, during the Esopus war, white
prisoners were brought by the Indians to our territory, and
white soldiers came here to punish the savages. A full historv
of the events of that year will be found in our chapter on the
Lenni Lenape. In that war, the Esopus elanst were completely
subdued and humbled, and a way was opened to the beart of
the Manassing or Minsi country. Sometime after the treaty of
peace which terminated the contest, the tide of civilization
flowed through the valley of the Mamakating to Minisink,
where the council-fires of the great Lenape confederacy had
glowed far in the dim East. That beautiful territory was
exchanged for Dutch guilders and Dutch trinkets. Entirely
-surrounded by the Minsi or Manassings, and far beyond the
hope of succour, the Dutch and Huguenots of Minisink shrewdly
.enacted the role of good and true men in their transactions with
the natives; otherwise they were better Christians than many

• The Indian name of the Esopus river.
tTbe fact that no white hunters were employed by the Dutch as guides in 1663.

when they invaded the Indians of our territorY, teems to prove that this regioll had
Dot then been Tiaited by them. •

~The,. were outlying clans of Ule HhW.
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others who dealt with the Indians. A simple but a crafty race
were these original white settlers of this (at that time) far
country, as we shall see hereafter. They were literally "&8

wise as serpents and as harmless &8 doves;" and they were for
many years rewarded with peace and prosperity, as all men
must be who, from purely disinterested or purely selfish motives,
scrupulously do what is right.

The early days of Peenpack and Minisink, like the origin of
Free and Accepted Masonry, are not matters of record. Ma.
sonry may have existed before the "rough ashlers " 'were hewn
for the temple; even Adam maJ have been the first W. M. of
Eden Lodge No.1, and Satan the first cowan who lurked around
the outer-door of the chamber adjo~ the sanctuary; but we
do not believe the Huguenots settled ill Minisink before the
revocation of the edict of Nantz in 1686, nor that the Dutch
had a flourishing colony there before the ESOPU8 clans were so
nnmercifully shun and devoted to starvation in 1663.

As the settlement of Minisink by whites led to the erection of
the first cabin built in Sullivan by a European, we l11aJ write of
that settlement in extenso.

Gordon in his admirable History of New Jersey, says: " We
may justly suppose, that the road between the colonies on the
Hudson and Delaware, was not wholly uninhabited" in 1658.
He takes it for granted that the colony existed in Minisink in
that year, and that the Minisink road, which was one hundred
miles in length, was the work of the Dutch colonists! And yet
five years after this time there were nut seventy-five" able
bodied male residents of Wildwijk l (Kingston.) It is not to
be supposed that such a. mere handful of men had hewn their
way through a hundred miles of forest, infested by savages.

Eager, in his History of Orange County, expresses the belief
that there were miners from Holland at work ill the mine-holes
of Minisink, and in Mamakating Hollow, previous to 1664, and
that the mining-business closed in consequence of the surrender
to the English in tha.t yea.r. If so, the country must have
been explored by the Dutch, and they would not have been
compelled to employ as guides, in 1663, white females who had
been prisoners with the Indians, and escaped; nor would they
have resorted to Indians to pilot them through the woods to
the forts and villages of the hostile clans, which were located
within forty miles of Esopus.t
.. • From " A Rool of the ~ame8 and Suruames of them that haue takin the oath of
&llegi&nce in ye county of Vlstr, by ordr of his excely: ye Gonernor ; ye ftint day of
Sept.embr aano Qe: domini 1689--" it appears that 189 appeared and took the oath; 4
"Did Iteffeues to take it, and 29 "Did nott appeare," Total, 212. A few uames which
are familiar in the annals of Miuisink appear in the list.-Doc. Hi3t. of N. }',

In 17os, there were in Ulster county 383 males over 16 and under 60 years of age.
[~.. r; Colcmial .V.~·.) Yo1. XI4YIII.

t Documentary History of Sew l"ork.
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The error of Gordon and Eager is undoubtedly based on the
following. interesting paper, ~vhich ~was communicated by Samuel
Preston, In 18~8, to Hazard s Reqister :

"In 1787, the writer went on his first surveying tour into
Xorthampton countv ; he was deputed lmder·J ohn Lukens,
Surveyor General, and received from him, by way of instructions,
the following narrative respecting the settlement of Minisink,
on the Delaware, above the Kittany and Blue mountain:

"That the settlement 'was formed for a long time before it
was known to the G-overnment in Philadelphia. That when
the Government was informed of the Settlement, they passed a
law in 1729 that any such purchases of the Indians should be
void; and the purchasers indicted for forcible entry and detainer,
according to the law of England. That in 17;~O, they appointed
an agent to go and investigate the facts; that the agent so ap
pointed was the famous Survevor, Nicholas Scull ; that he, John
Lukens, was N. Scull's apprentice to carrv chain and learn
surveying, That as they both understood and could talk Indian,
they hired Indian guides and had a fatiguing journey, there then
being no white inhabitants in the upper part of Bucks or
Northarnpton countv. That they had very great difficulty to
lead their horses through the water gap to ~fillisiIlk flats, which
were all settled with Hollanders; with several they could onlv
be understood in Indian. At the venerable Depuis they founel
great hospitality and plenty of the necessaries of life. .J. Lukens
said that the first thing which struck his attention was a grove
of apple-trees of size far beyond any near Philadelphia. That
as N. Scull and himself examined the banks, they were fully of
opinion that all those flats had at some former age been a deep
lake before the river broke through the mountain. and that the
best interpn:)tation they could make of l\lini~illk. was, the icater
-;,9 qone:" That H. Dupuis told them when the rivers were frozen.
he had a good road to Esopus, near Kingston, from the Mine
holes, on the l\line road, some hundred miles. That he took
his wheat and cider there for salt and necessaries, and did not
appear to have any knowledge or idea. where the river ran
Philadelphia market-or being ill the govemruent of Pennsyl
varna.

"They were of opinion that the first settlements of Hollan
ders in Minisink were many years older than 'Villianl Penn's

,. The theory has been advanced that the Delaware river once discharged itil
waters into tho Hudson bv the wav of ~Iamakatil1g'vallr-v, and that bv some convul
sion of nature, or by more gradual &g'encif'8, a.paMsll~f' for ihe river waa opened through
the famous W'atf>r Gap, the precipitoua walls of which rise 1.GOO fee-t ahtwe the surface
of the river. Gordon says that an obstruction of~ fed in he-ight at thil$ point would
form a lake fifty miles in length, extending over the )lini~ink country. Before the
bed of the river WIlS broken down. there must have brcn a cataract here higher than
that of Niagara. -
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charter, and that S. Depuis had treated them so well they con
cluded to make a. survey of his claim, in order to befriend him
if necessary. When they began to survey, the Indians gathered
around : un old Indinn laid his hand on X. Scull's shoulder and
said, 'Put up iron string, go home.' They then quit and
returned.

" I had it in charge from John Lukens to learn more ~nrticu~

lars respecting the ~Iine road to Esopus, etc. I found Nicholas
Dupuis, Esq., son of Samuel, living in a spacious stone house
in great plenty and aftluence. The old Mine holes were a few
miles above, on the .Ter:-it'y side of the river, by the lower point
of Paaquary Flat; that tl~e l\finisink 8~ttlenlent extended forty
miles or more on both sides of the river, That he had wen
known the ::\Iine road to Esopus, and used, before he opened
the bout channel through Foul Rift, to drive on it several times
every winter with loads of wheat and cider, as also did his
neighbors, to purchase their Halt and necessaries in Esopus,
having then no other market or knowledge where the river ran
to. That after a. uavigable channel was made through Foul
Rift, they generally took to boating, and most of the settlement
turned their trade down stream, the Mine road became less and
less travelled.

"This interview with the amiable Nicholas Dupuis, Esq., was
in June, 1787. He then appeared about sixty years of age. I
interrogated :l.H to the particulars of what he knew, as to when and
by whom the ::\Iine road was made, what was the ore they du~

and hauled on it, what was the date, and from whence, or how,
came the first settlers of Miuisink in such great numbers as to
take up all the flats on both sides of the river for forty miles.
He could only give traditionary accounts of 'what he bad heard
from older people, without date, in substance as follows:

H That in some former age there carne a companJ of Miner«
from Holland; supposed, fl.'OIU the great labor expended ill

making the road, about one hundred miles long, that they 'were
vcr)9 rich or yery great people, in working the two mines,-one
on the Delaware where the mountain nearly approaches the
lower point of Paaquary Flat, the other at the north foot of
the same mouutaiu, near half wav from the Delaware and
Esopus. He even understood that ~lhundance of ore had been
hauled on that road, but never could learn whether lead or
silver. That the first settlers came from Holland to seek a
place of quiet, being persecuted for their religion. I believe
they were Armenians. They followed the Mine road to til..,
Iarge flats on the Delaware. That smooth cleared land suited
their views. That they bona ./ide bought the improvements of
the native Indians, most of whom then moved to the SU8<Iu~

hanna; that with such as remained there was pence till 175G.
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"I then went to view the Paaquury l\Iineholes. if- There ap
peared to have been a great abundance of labor done there at
some former time, but the mouths of these holes were caved
full, and overgrown with bushes. I concluded to myself if there
ever had been a. rich mine under that mountain it must be
there yet in close confinement. The other old men I conversed
with gave their traditions similar to N. Dupuis, and they all
appeared to be grandsons of the first settlers, and very ignorant
as to the dates and things relating to chronology. In the
summer of 1789, I began to build on this place; then came two
venerable gentlemen on a surveying expedition. They 'were
the late Gen. James Clinton, the father of DeWitt Clinton, and
Christopher Tappan, Esq., Clerk and Recorder of Ulster county.
For many :rears before they had both been surveyors under
Gen. Clinton's father, when he was surveyor general. In order
to learn some history from gentlemen of their general knowledge,
I accompanied them in the woods, They both well knew the
Mineholes, Mine road, &c., and as there 'were no kind of docu
ments or records thereof, united in the opinion that it was a
work transacted while the State of New York belonged to the
government of Holland; that it fell to the English in 1664; and
that the change in government stopped the mining business,
and that the road must have been made, many )"ears before such
digging could have been done. That it undoubtedly must have
been the first ~ood road of that extent made in any part of the
United States. '

The Paaquary is undoubtedly one of the mines mentioned
by Lindstrom, the Swedish Engineer, a knowledge of 'which, it
is presumed, was imparted to the inhabitants of Esopus by the
Minai Indians, and led to the l\Iinisink settlements above the
Water Gap. These people purchased of the Indians their
improved lands-their maize-fields, and orchardst-without
knowing or caring whether they were in the colony of Ne~York,
New Jersey, or Pennsylvania, Here they 'worked the mine, as
well as the one midway between Minisink and the Hudson, until
it was found unprofitable, and they became comparatively pros
gerous and rich by cultivating the flat bottom lands of MinlSink.
Subsequently (in 1729 and 1730) their right to the soil was
questioned by the Proprietors of Pennsylvania, and they were
shrewd enough to claim that their ancestors occupied MInisink
long before Penn purchased land of the Lenape; that in a
forgotten age they had constructed a road of one hundred miles

• Some writera have affirmed that the word Minia5ink comes from the English
words fnine and sink: (Min~-8ink.) In the same manner Neversink, M&makating,
Wawaning, etc., may be traced to a like source.

t The apple '\\"&1 • favorite of the red man from hi. earlieet intercourse with the
whitee.
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through a wilderness country, to their possessions; worked
mines, cultivated land, built substantial houses, and exercised
undisputed control; that from generation to generation they
had married there-reared their offspring there-grown gray
there, and peacefully descended to the valley of death, where
their flesh and bones had mouldered and returned to dust. To
this claim they added the charm of French hospitality and
suavity, and the Indians, whether prompted or incited thereto
or not, added their hostility.

The apparent candor and simplicity of the Dupuis (Depuys) ,
their courtesy and their generous hospitality, together with the
determination evinced by the sav~es, 'were followed by results
which were natural. The emissanes of the Pennsylvania pro
prietors made a report favorable to the quiet continuance of
the squatters of Minisink in their happy valley,

But when did the first white settlers locat-e there?
The Dupuis, as their name proves, 'were French Huguenots,

and the Huguenots did not come to this continent previous to
1686, in which year they fled from France, and were unsettled
for several years.

The first comers, it is alleged, 'were miners from Holland,
who worked in the Paaquary mountain. Grant this, and still
you do not concede that the territory was settled as soon as
Gordon and Eager would lead us to believe: for in 1787, H tire
olJ, men uere qrandsons qf the oriqinal settlers:" In the order of
nature, this would have been the case, if the original white
settlers had come as late as 1700. In 125 Jears the grandsons
would have been dead.

Fortunately we have documentary evidence 'which throws
some light on this subject.

In February, 1694, Captain Arent Schuyler was ordered by
Governor Fletcher to visit the Minisink country, to ascertain
whether the savages of that region had been tampered with by
the French. He traveled through eastern Xew J ersey, and
reached the Neversink river above Port Jervis, and thence
passed to Minisink. He makes no allusion to white inhabitants
of that region, although he speaks of traders and trappers
who had passed through it. \Ve give his journal as we find it
quoted in Stickney's Minisink:

"8CH17YL}:R'S JOURSAL.

"May it please Jour Excell :
"In persuance to Jf Excll : commands I have been in the

Minissinck Country" of which I have kept the following jour
nal: viz>

h 1694 s: 3d of FeL: I departed from Xew Yorke for East New
25
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Jer8(')" and came that night att Bergentown where I hired two
men and a guide.

"yc: 4th Sunday l'Iorning. I went frOID Bergen & travilled
about ten English miles beyond Haghkingsack to an Indian
place called Peekwes.

"yc 5th Mondnv, From Peckwes North and be West I 'went
about thirty two miles, snowing and rainy weather.

"ye 6 Tuesday I continued my journey to Maggaghkamieck"
and from thence to within half a days journey to the ~Iini~

sinck,
"yc 7th ,yendesdav. About eleaven a clock I arrived at the

Minissinck, and there I met with two of their Sachems and
severall other Indians of whome I enquired after Rome news, if
the French or their Indians had sent for them or been ill
ve Menissinck Countrv. Upon wch they answered that noe
:French 110r anv of the French Indians were nor had been in the
Mellissinck Country nor there abonts and did promise yt if
~ French should happen to come or yi they heard of it that
they 'will forthwith send a mesinger and give yr Excellency
notice thereof.

"Tnquireing further after news they told me that six davs
agoe three Christians and two Shauwans [Shawnee I Indians
who went about fifteen months agoe 'with Arnout Vielle into the
Shauwans County were passed by the Menissiuck going for
Albany to fetch powder for A~out ana his eonlpany; and
further told them that sd Arnout intended to he there w;h seuveu
hundred of ye Raid Shauwans Indians loadeu wtll beaver and
peltries att v~ time s: Indian corn is about one foot high (which
may be in the month of June.)

"The Menissinck Sachems further sel that one of their Sachems
and other of their Indians were gone to fetch heaver and
peltries which they had hunted; and having heard no more of
them are afraid yt ye Sinnegues [Senecas] have killed them for
ye lucar of the beaver or because Y" Menissinck Indians have
not been with yO Sinnegues as usual to pay their Duttv, and
therefore desire yt your excellency 'will be' pleased to order
yt the Sinnegues Ina.y be told, not to molest or hurt s: Menis
sincks they bp willing to continue in amity with them,

"In the afternoon I departed from J~ Menissincks ; the 8 th ,
9th & lOtll of Feb. I travilled and came att Bergen in ye morning
about noone arriv...d att New Yorke.

"This is nItty it please your Excell. the humble reporte of
your Excellency's most humble servt, ARENT ScHUYLER."

• Ma.~hha{·kamad.:. 'I'his name was first applied to & tract of land in the lower
Neversink valley. Subsequently that river was called the 'Maghbackamack. Ack 01
ach was the Lenape word for meadow, or land covered with grass. 1rl'&Ck-h'ach-a-m'~b

undoubtedly means s plurality of meadowa.
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In 1697, three )'ears after Schuyler's expedition to the Mini
sink, a patent for lands in the valley was granted to him : also
another for one thousand acres to the original settlers of Peen
pack, There is no evidence that the Minisink country was
settled previous to the year last named.

.A.s we have shown elsewhere, the Lenni Lenape name of the
region embracing a large portion of our county.. was Atkarkarton.
Ancient maps are not always accurate as to boundaries. The
western limits of Atkarkarton are not given; but there is little
doubt that it was the country inhabited by the river Indians
who lived west of the Hudson"' and between the Highlands and
the Catsberg, The river-clans were kindred of the Minsi or
Manassings, and were subject to their authority, so far as one
clan acknowledged another of the same blood as superiors,

Esopus was the first name applied by Europeans to Atkar
karton. The name is spelled by early writers in various 'wa~-s

Seepu, Sypus, Sopus, etc. According to Ruttenber it is derived
from the Algonquin word sipu, which is an equivalent of the
English word river, The final s was probably at first silent.
Thus the Sopus Indians were the river-Indians. Th~J were
known as such as long as they remained ill the country.
F'inallv some classical Dutchman, who was an admirer of old
Esop, Ofand a reader of his Fables, changed the name to }:SOpU8,
In olden times Esopus covered an extensive region. Minor
Iocalities 'were mentioned as Mombackus at Esopus. Mame-ka
tine at ESOPUH,"* etc.

The original white settlers of the old town of Mamakatiug
were pJacob Cuddebeck, Thomas Swartwout. Anthony Swart
wont, Bernardns Swartwout, .Jan Tvs, Peter Gormar and David
Janlison, who, in 1697, obtained a patent for one thousand two
hundred acres in the Peenpaek valley, at a place then called
"~agaghkelnek (Qn : ~faghhackamack [) They were principally
French Protestants, who fled from their native conntrv on the
revocation of the edict of Nantes. All these men"did not
become permanent residents, as we find that in 172R the free
'holders of 'Vagaghkelnek consisted of Herme Barentse Van
Emwegen, .Peter Germar, John Van Vliet, junior, Samuel
Swartwout, Bernardus Swartwout, junior, and -Iacob Cudde
back.t This settlement was not WIthin the present limits oC
l\Iamakating, and we mention it because it shows that the
occupation. of the town by the whites, as it was first organized,
'was of ancient date.

Subsequently, it is believed, a mine was opened and worked
at a point north of Peenpack; but that from some cause it was
abandoned.

• Hon. A, Bruyn Hasbronck. tDocnmentary HiR~01J' of New York.
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Those who labored at the Shawangunk mine in M:l.luakating
cannot be styled settlers. When they abandoned the mine,
they abandoned the country, and left no enduring trace behind
them. They departed, and the place that had known them,
U knew them no more forever, U After their exodus, several
years must have elapsed before the actual settlement of the
valley began-long enough to cause the exact locality of the
mine to be forgotten by the settlers of Distel" and their kindred
of Minisink. Otherwise it could be pointed out at this day,
The location of a mine in a. continuously occupied region is
never lost, so much is its importance magnified in popular
estimation.

,:rhen the first actual settler came he built his cabin in the
valley of Mamakating, north of 'Vurtsborough, His name was
Manuel Gonsalus, Lotan Smith, in his manuscript History of
Sullivan, says of him:

"About the year 1700, Don Manuel Gonsalus, a Spanish Puri
tan, (then a young man,) fled from Spain on account of persecu
tion for his Protestant sentiments, and married into a Dutch
family at Rochester, in Ulster county. He moved to Mamaka
ting ~Hollow, built a log-house, aDd entertained those who
carried wheat to Kingston market. "Theat, rJe ana corn 'were
raised in abundance in Minisink, and along the Delaware.
Gonsalus was a house-carpenter, made shingles and raised
some grain. He opened trade with the Indians, as they were
friendly at that period."

Thus it appears he was a Spanish nobleman, a Spanish
Puritan, a tavern-keeper, a farmer, an Indian trader, a carpen
ter, and a shingle-weaver! Smith has undoubtedly recorded all
that local tradition says of him. Gonsalus waa not a Don, or
the son of a Don; he 'was not a Puritan (although a Protestant)
for Spain never produced one; he may have kept a log-tavern
and cultivated land; he undoubtedly traded with the natives;
was probably a carpenter; but was not a shingle-weaver; for a
man could make more shingles, at that day, within a half dozen
miles of Kingston, (the nearest market,) than he could trans
port from MaJDakating 'with the fattest team of. horses ever
owned by a Dutchman or Spaniard. .

There were, among the earl)" residents of the valley of Mama
kating, three or four persons named Manuel Gonsalus-father,
HOn and grandson. The first was a native of Spa.in; the others
were born in Kingston and Mamakating.

The first of the name came to the province of New York at
an earlier day than is generally supposed. He was here previ
ous to the year 1689; for on the 11th of September, 1689, he
was a member of Captain Gerrit Teunise's military cornpany of
Kingston, at which time Robert Livingston, the founder of the
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fll.mily of that name, states that he served "there Mnjte &
ye Conntrev npon the frontiers of there mRjts county of Albany"
and received therefor "12d pr diem 8I1d Provisions,'?" Living
st-on spells the name Cansalis, and in various old documents we
find it Gonzales, Gonsalus, Gonsaulis, Gonsalisduck, Consawlev,
etc. We infer that he had at least three sons; for we find that
in 1738, Manuel, senior, Manuel, junior, Johannis and Joseph
Gonsalus were enrolled among the militia of Ulster county'.

The year in which they came t-o Mamakating is unknown,
although it was undoubtedly soon after 1728; for in 172R
Manuel Gonsalus and ~Ianuel Gonsalus, junior, were among tho
one hundred and forty-eight freeholders of the town of Kingston
and in 1738, two persons of the same name were men}hers of
"the foot company of Rochester," under the command of
Captain Cornelius Hoornbeck. The beat of this company then
covered the yalley west of the Shawangunk to the county line;
for we find on the same roll the names of the Gumaers, Cud
debacks, Westbrooks, and Van In\\·e~ens,who had located at
Peenpack, or Warensackemack, and m its 'Vicinity. This 1'011

represents that the elder Manuel was a corporal and the other
a private.

The fact that the senior of the two was enrolled at that time
casts a shadow of doubt npon the family-tradition that the
Spanish immigrant was the original white settler of this county:
for, assuming that he was twenty-one years of age in 1689, (and
he was probably then older) he must have reached his 70th
year in 17B8. and was consequently exempt from military duty,
and not eligible to a non-commissioned office. These men were
undoubtedlv the second and third of the name. Nevertheless,
the first M~anuel may have come to Mamakating with them,
The universal tradition is that he was the first settler. "'...e are
willing that he should be so considered, although the latter
authoritv points to but one Manuel Gonsalus.

The children of Manuel Gonsalus 2d, were Manuel 3d, Dnniol,
Jameg, Samuel and Elizabeth. We can find no trace of their
descendants, except those of Daniel, Samuel, and a daughter
of Manuel named Elizabeth. Samuel Gonsalus' children were
Daniel, James, Henry, Benjamin and Elizabeth. Elizabeth,
the daughter of Manuel 3d, married Peter Helm, a son of
Michael Helm. Her son Daniel was the father of Jacob Helm,
who died in Wnrtsborough a few years since. The first Daniel
had two sons, Manuel and Benjamin.

While the Gonsalus family were residents of Kingston, thev
occupied a respectable position in society. Manuel Gonsalns 2(1.

• Documentary History of New York, Three brothers named Gonsalua came ~
America. at the same time-Manuel, Peter and Richard. One settled on the Moha"'k,
one at Hyde Park, and the other at KiDgstOn.
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married Remery Bevier, and the family thus became con
neoted with the leading citizens of the Paltz patent. After its
removal to l\Iamakating, its isolation from 'white men for several
years, except from hunters and wayfarers, and its constant
association with savages, together with the Spanish blood in its
veins, gave a somewhat wild, if not semi-savage tone to its
character,

The family settled near the Devens farm, where they kept a
log-tavern. They also built a saw-mill. This mill and tavern
'were undoubtedly the first within the limits of Sullivan county.
The year in which they commenced manufacturing lumber can
not now be given, although it must have been some time
after they came to Mamakating. Of course, at first, there was
no home-market for such stuff; and lumber was a mere drug in
the neighboring settlements, where the cost of sawing, etc., was
ItSS than the expense of carting it ten miles.

The principal business was to furnish food and shelter to
those 'whowere passing to and from Minisink; to cultivate their
liJrIHl; to fish and hunt; and to exchange whisky and perhaps
trjnkets for the furs and game of the Indians.

J'ilihing and hunting In Mamakating at that time afforded
abundant returns. Perhaps the trout of no stream in the world
are superior to those of the Basha's kill. One hundred years
ago, a. man could catch 8.8 many there in an hour or two as he
could carlOY. .At certain seasons of the year, salmon came to
the same stream from the ocean, and 108t none of their delicious
tlavor by Iiving for a time in its pure waters. The bear, elk,
J.eer~ wild turkey, and other game" almost swarmed on the hills
and III the valleys all around them. They were brave, hardy
men, fond of forest-life and forest-sports. They saw more of
the red man than of the white, were at peace with everything
except wild beasts for many years; got the necessaries and
many of the luxuries of life almost without an effort; and grew
careless and improvident,

How long Mannel Gonsalus and his descendants occupied
l\lamakating farms before other settlers came, cannot now be
determined ; but it is quite certain that Conrad Bevier was
added to the neighborhood ai an early period. He was &

member of the numerous family of that name, who are descend
ants of one of the first owners of the Paltz patent, and many
of 'whom lived on the south-western frontier of. Ulster during
the Revolutionary war. Bevier was & wealthy farmer. He
built a large and commodious stone mansion, which is now
known as the Stanton house, and is still in a tolerable state of
preservation. It was 80 constrooted 88 to answer the double
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purpose of a dwelling and a· fort. This house, It IS said, is
older than the 'Ye~tbro()k d welling-house at the Bessie's land
of ancient times, although there is room for doubting the asser
tion. One or the other was the first stone building of the county.

The locality in which Bevier and the GOllsalus families lived,
as we have alreadv intimated, 'was first known as the Ma.ma
kating farms. This name Wa.H given because the farms were near
the head-waters of l\lauutkatillg river, which at this point sub
sequently became Elizabeth's kill, in complimeut to Elizabeth
Gonsalus. 'Ve could imagine that she was the original Bashe,
Betje or Betsey who owned the land south of the Yaugh house
spring, and gave to the ~Ialuakatillg stream its present name;
but unfortunately she was 110t born soon enough. Twenty-five
years before her family carne to Mama.kat.ing, Busha's land was
mentioned in official documents.

The road from Esopus to :\Iinisink early claimed the attention
of the provincial authorities. The following is an extract from
the journal of the General Assembly of New York, as we find
it copied by Lotan Smith, ill his manuscript History :

"General .A.s~~lUbIJ Die s-u-«; May 11th , 1734-
"The petition of Jacobu8 Swartwout, 'Yilliam Provost, Wil

liam Cool and others, freehulders and inhabitants residing and
living ill Minisink, in the county' <1f Orange and Ulster, was
presented to the Honse, &c., setting forth that several persona
in 'Ve:-;t Jersey nnd Pennsvlvania haying 110 other way to
transport their produce than through the ,Milli~;llk road, and
there was but about 40 miles more to repair, before they come
to Esopus, &c.; that they be compelled to 'work on said road
and assist in repairing it to the house of Egbert Dewitt, in the
town of Rochester, in the county of Ulster.

"Resolved, That leave be given to bring in a bill according to
the prayer of the petition."

Vtre cannot ascertain whether the act of the Legislature of
New York was sufficiently potent to compel the citizens of New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. to repair the old road which then r8.!l
through the valley of Malnakating. .As that 'valley was then
only outlet to a market, and the road wus much used bJ them,
equity as well as interest required them to keep the road open.

Peenpaek, etc., were ut first outlying neighborhoods of Mom
backus, as the town of Rochester 'was originally named; but
they were not within its legal boundaries. They were at fust
included in the general designation of '\\Tagackkemeck, As we
have already stated, in 1738, white males of lawful age who
lived in these localities were enrolled 'with the militia of
Rochester.



In 171-1- ~3, the Provincial Assembly levied a tax of ten thou
sand pounds on the Province, when the several towns and
precincts of Ulster county were rated as follows :*

Valuation.
Kingston .
Foxhall l\Ianor. . . . . . .. . .
Hurlev .
MarbfetuW'Jl .
Rochester .
Nell· Pall~, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Shawan~onck .
Wagackkemeck .
.Highlands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.£9,176
1,322
4,398
5,142
3,523
2,075

848
105
293

Tax.
£,.37 7.~.

~ 5
27 9
32 2
22 0
12 19

5 6
o lil
1 16

f),1.
~

!l
!)
4.1,
4~
0-
1.~
"..i
••j

Totals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 26J882 168 0 il

~Ir. Ruttenber, from whose admirable History of Xewburgh
we copy the above table, errs in stating that "~aga.okkeweckWtt~
at this time a precinct.

On the 17th of December, 1743, the town of Deerpnrk and
a part of Mount Hope, in Orange county, together 'with all the
territory of Sullivan, except that of Neversink, Rockland, a
pa.rt of Fallsburgh, Liberty, Callicoon and Fremont, and a
narrow strip of land between the foot of the Shawangunk
mountain and the Shawangunk river, 'were erected into a
precinct. The old name was discarded, and the more melliflu
ous appellation of Mame-Kating adopted.

The act which made Mamakating a precinct may be found ill
the Laws of New York, (Colonial,) volume 1 and 2, printed by
Hugh Gaine, "Printer to the King's Most Excellent l\Iaj~sty in
the Province of New York, MDCCL.~XIV." "Te copy so much of
it as relates to Mnmakating :

"17th GEORGE II, Laws of New York,-The Honourable
.A. D. 1743. George Clinton, Governor.

Chap. DOeLL
An act to divide the Southern Part of the County of Ulster

into Precincts, and to enable the Corporation of Kingston, and
the Manor of Fox-Hall, to choose and elect one Supervisor
more, and for regulating the Supervisors and Assesors 'within
the said County.

· Pass'd the 17th of December, 1743.
WHEREAS a great Number of Inhabitants are settled in

Preambl the Southern part of the County of Ulster, without
e. the Bounds of any Town or Precmct heretofore estab-

• ButtenbE'r·. Sewburgh.
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"!ished wi~hin th~ said County ; and f01- want of being divided
into Precincts, with Officers, J\8 other Towns or Precincts, many
Inconveniences have arisen, and 'will continue t-o arise, if Rem
edy be not hnd thereto;

1. Be it therefore enaeted by His excellency the Governor,
the C01.IDcil, and General Assembly," etc.

[Then follow several sections, giving the boundaries, &c., of
the ~recincts of " ...allkill, Shawangaungh, and High Land. The
preCInct of 'Yallkill was hounded on one side by the line divid
mg the counties of Orange and Ulst-er to the foot of the Shaw
angunk mountain, and westerly by that mountain" to a river or
creek called the Platte-Kill; then along tho Platt-e-Kill t-o the
Shawangaungh river." Renee the land between the Shawan
gunk river and the mountain, from New \'!"eruon to the Plattekill,
was in the old precinct of w-uuu

The Plattekill also formed a part of the boundary between
the two precincts, and Shawangaungh precinct ran west to the
loot of the mountain.

The tenth section of the act reads as follows i]

"X. BE IT E~ACTED BY THE AUTHORITY AFORF:~.\ID, that all
XMUe-Katin.... the Land to the Southward of the Town of Roch
Pdi~ct crt.>r.te<l ester, as far as this County of Ul.~fel· extends, and: ch~~r~e:{4( to the Westward of the Wallkill Precinct and
Constable. SJ,ollv1nqaunf/lt Precinct as far as the said Countv
extends; shall be, allcl is hereby erected into a. Precinct, by th~
~arne of l\lalne-Kating Precinct ; and that the Freeholders and
Inhabitants of Mmue-Kating Precinct shall yearly elect one
Constable, two ....\.8S(\SsOr~, two Overseers of the Poor and two
Surveyors of the Highways ; which said officers shall have the
same Power, and he liable to the same Fines ann Forfeitures,
as the like Officers of the ~ev~ral Towns, Manors and Precinct.."
in the said County, are impowered with, and liable to; and that
the Freeholders and Inhabitants of Mnme-Kating Precinct
aforesaid shall annually meet at the now Dwelling - Honse of
Samuel Swartwout, on the first Tuesday in April, yearly, for the
electing of the Officers aforesaid, until such Time as the Majorit~y

of the Freeholders and Jnhabitants at anyone such meeting,
shall agree upon some other certain Place of Meetinz for the
following year; which place being so agreed OD, shall remain
the Place of Meeting yearly, until alter'd as aforesaid; and that
the Freeholders and inhabitants of Mame-Kating, shall have
the Privilege to join with the Freeholders and Inhabitants of
Bochester to chuse yearly one Supervisor, and shall be liable to
serve for Supervisor, if elected."*

• For a copy of thia act we are indebted to Horton Tidd.
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In 1757, the valley west of the Shawungunk 'was much
exposed to Indian outrage. To protect the inhabitauts of the
frontier, as well as those who found it necessarJ to travel from
Esopus to Minisink, block-houses were erected at certain points,
which were garrisoned by soldiers, whose duty it was to act as
scouts,

"Is GE~En.\L .A.SSE:\IIlLY, December 7, 1757.
"Lieut. Governor Delancy, among other things, communicated

to the House as follows:
"The enemy, the Indians, having made incursions into the

eounties of Ulster and Orange, and murdered some of the
inhabitants, I ordered detachments of the militia to be employed
ou the scout, to protect the settlers, promising to recommend
their services to JOU, at the next meeting, which I now do. I
also, on repeated applications from thence, gave orders to have
a line of block-houses built, more effectively to secure that part
of the country.

" And to encourage the inhabitants to stay and not abandon
their settlements, the frontier is now and has been for some
time guarded by troops posted there by the Earl of Landoune's
orders ; but when His Miljesty'S service next season shall call
for those troops, it will become necet).'".)ar)" to place others there
under pay of the province, lest that part of the country be
destroyed by the French and their savages," etc.

" A. guard of 160 men, exclusive of officers, were ordered for
Ulster county to the frontiers, and 40 for Orange county."

One of these block-houses was on what is now known as the
Devens' place, north of Wurlsborouf$h, and it is probable that
some of the soldiers were stationed in the stone-mansion of
Derick Van Keuren Westbrook, in Westbrook\ille. This line of
fortifications W1l.S built under the superintendence of James
Clinton, who subsequently became a. prominent general of the
Hevolutionary army.

During the French and Indian war, the Gonsalus family
suffered severely from the Indians, and one of them (Samuel,
the first white man who was born in the county) became famous
as an Indian-hunter and scout. In"Notes of the Ancient
History" of Ulster county, published in the New Paltz Times
of March 10, 1865, it is alleged that "Sanl's Point," a well
known feature of Shawangunk mountain, was thus named in
consequence of the following incident: In September, 1758, a
scalping-party of Indians from the Delaware, crossed the
mountain to Shawaugunk, and killed Daniel Gitz, Grif. Easton
and a mall named Neaffie. The country being alarmed, the
savages hurried back ; but I)D the mountain met Samuel Gon
salus, to whom the·.r gave chase in order to capture him. He
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knew 11.11 the paths better than his pUt"fillers, and hastening to
the Point, leaped a rocky precipice of some thirty or forty feet,
where he believed that he could break his fall amongst a clump
of saplings, (probably cedars or hemlocks). He thus made his
esc'l.pe unhurt, aud gave his name to the H big nose of Aioska-

ti ,,"""was 109•..

Samuel's knowledge of the 'Woods, and of the habits and
habitations of the hostile Indians, enabled him to do good
service to the country during the war with the French and their
native allies. The writer already quoted, however, asserts that
ill the war of the Hevolution, he declared for the King, and
joined the tories and Indians of Butler and Brant. The author
of the" Yotes" says that Lieutenant Colonel Johannes Jansen
of the militia of Southern Ulster, was very active in scouting
with his regiment along the frontiers, and being a man of posi
tion as well as wealth, and so near the mountain, it was sup
posed he might easily be captured, and that he would be a
valuable prize. The task was undertaken in Septeuiber, 1780,
by Samuel Gonsalus, Ben. De'Vilt (commonly called Shank's
Ben,t) and three other Indians who 'were formerly of the neigh
borhood. This Ben was a tall, bony savage, and was well
known in Shawangunk. He had served with distinction in the
French war ; had his wigwam in the vicinity of Jansen's resi
dence, and had often worked for him, They attempted to
ambush the Colonel as he was leaving his house in the morning;
but they 'were discovered by a boy, who raised an alarm, when
Jansen ran into the house, and secured the door just as Shanks
slashed it with an axe, and endeavored to force it open. Failing
in their main design, the assailants proceeded to plunder the
kitchen, the only room 'which they could enter; and it was here
that a female slave discovered who they 'were. Hearing Mrs.
Jansen call out as if the neighbors were coming, they hastily
left, and took with them three negroes, and a white girl named
Hannah Grunenwalden, 'who was employed by the Jansens.
They soon killed and scalped her, because they feared her
screams would guide pursuers. Proceeding thence to Scrub
Oak Ridge, over which an old path then and now leads, they
overlook a man named John George Mack, Elsie, his daughter,

• According to an old map in our possession, there was a tract of land in the
vicinity of Sam's Point known as the GOD8alu9 patent. Quer)': Diu Sam own the
Point? And was it not thus named because it WaR literally :-;am's Pomt?

tShanks Ben (or Ben Shanks, 8.8 he v..as called on the Delaware) was at this time
&bont forty years of age. In person he wnR tall, 81~JHlt'r and athletic ; his hair W88
jet-black and clubbed behind-bis forehead high and wrinkled-c-his en's of a fiery
brown color, and sunk deep in their sockets-c-his n<')84~ pointed and aquiliue-c-hia fron~
teeth remarkably broad, prominent and white-c-his cheeks hollow and furrowed.
Arrayed for war, he was oue of the most frightful specimens of humanity that the eye
could rest upon. Like the others of his party, he wort' a coarse wagoner's frock of •
graYish color, wHh a red handkerchief bound clcsely around his head,

• [Pamp~t of Hon, Charles G. DeWitt, quoted in Tom Quick.
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and John Mentz, his son-in-law, Mentz had often seen Ben
and knew he was an enemy. Seeing him in time, he escaped.
hoping that the old man "'and Elsie would he spared : but the
savages had recently tasted blood, and they did not wish to be
encumbered with prisoners who were not able to travel as fast
88 they could themselves. Hence Mack and his daughter were
also slain and scalped. When a handful of militia followed in
pursuit of Gonsalus and his party soon after, they discovered
the bloody remains of the gray-haired old man and his daughter.
With many tears, their bodies, with that of Miss Grunenwalden,
'were deposited in their last resting place."

There is a tradition in Shawangunk, that John Mentz soon
after went off in the woods with his rifle; that for eighteen
months he was not heard of by his familv or friends ; that he
would never speak of his adventures during his absence ; that
be would shake his head mysteriously when Sam and Ben were
mentioned; and that there is no subsequent track or trace of
Gonsalus or Shanks. This tradition, like manv other traditions,
has no foundation in truth ; and a.~ much can be said of the
alleged connection of Samuel Gonsalus with Shank's Ben. We
have seen and conversed with men who saw Shank's Ben (whose
Indian name was Hnvcon) on the Delaware river. in 178:1-, and
Samuel Gonsalus died near abed Vall Duzer's place, one mile
and a half west of Wurtsborough, on the 20th of November,
1821, aged 88 years. Old age, and not Mentz's rifle, put an end
to his life. He was born on the Devens farm, in Mamakating,
in the year 173it Before, during and after the Revolutionary
war, the records of l\Iamakating show that he was elected to
office in that precinct, which was almost unanimously whig in
politics, Until n. few months before the attempt was made to
capture Colonel .Jansen, Samuel Gonsalus was an Overseer of
the Poor. .At that time, and in that community, no tory would
have been permitted to occnpy such a position, or reside in the
vallev of Mamakating.

Samuel Gonsalus was a man of great physical powers, even
in his old age. When he was over sixty years old, it is said
that no constable of the county could arrest him and keep him
in custody. At one time, several of them attempted to do so
and failed, when Captain Vaughn of Monticello volunteered to
take him from his house and deliver him to the jailer of the
county. Vaughn was considered one of the strongest men of
the time, and was somewhat noted for his recklessness and lack
of fear. He found Gonsalus in hed, and when the latter had
risen, put his hand on him, and said, "You are my prisoner."
The old man replied, "I don't know 'bout dat. We Will see:-

• We have omitted quotation-marks because we han; DO~ adopted the eUC1
1&ngu&ge of the H Notes:'
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and then caught ,oraughn by his waist, and "chumed" him till
his teeth chattered. This enraged Vaughn, who had considered
himself invincible. He again clutched at Gonsslus, who once
more proceeded to "churn" Vaughn, and did not stop until the
latter was completely exhausted. Vaughn then expressed him
self somewhat roughly, and departed" With a. low chuckle,
Gonsalus saw him go away crestfallen and mortified.

Domine Frelegh, who was a pioneer clergyman of the WUlis
borough, in catechizing a woman of his flock, put the question,
u Who was the strongest man?" When she replied gravely and
sincerely, "Sam Consawley!" Her neighbors all said so, and
she believed them.

Daniel, the brother of Samuel Gonsalus, 'was killed by the
Indians near the site of the old stone building known as the
Stanton house. He had gone there for some purpose with a
stranger, and the two stopped at the spring to drink, where the
savages were in ambush. The white men cautiously kept their
guns within reach as they stooped down to get the water ; but
the precaution was a vain one. Gunshots and war-whoops rang
through the woods. The stranger was killed, and Gonsalus was
mortally wounded. The latter, however, managed to get behind
a tree, and by doing so saved his scalp. The assailants knew
that he had a loaded gun in his hands and was a sure marks
man. Hence they did not rush upon him to finish their bloody
work. While the parties were thus situated, the Indians were
frightened by two dogs, and ran away. These dogs belonged
at the old fort, and were trained to hunt deer. They always
went to the place where a gun was fired; they were out in the
woods at the time, and hearing the report of the Indians' guns,
ran to the spring where Gonsalus 'was keeping the red men at
bay. Their appearance led the savages to believe that a party
·of whites were coming from the fort to attack them. After the
assailants left, Gonsalus managed to get to the fort, where he
died soon after. He was a married man, and his wife and two
children survived him. The children were sons-Benjamin and
Manuel, whose names appear in the town records until 1802.
They inherited considerable ~l"Operty from their father.

On the same day Daniel Gonsalus and his companion were
shot, Michael Helm was killed, in the manner we shall hereafter
relate.

These murders were perpetrated after 1757. The Devens
fort was not built until that year.

Elizabeth, daughter of Manuel Gonsalus 2d, was captured
by the Indians when she was but seven years of age. She was
carrying a milk-pail from her father's home to a field near it,
and had to pass through bars. The lower rails were down, and as
she stooped to pass under the upper one, she 'was caught by a



898 HIs'roRY OF SULLIVAK COrSTY.

savage, who by threats so terrified her that she (lid not dare to
~ve an alarm. The red warrior took her to his party who were
In the vicinity with other prisoners. All then traveled for days
and days in a south-west course over mountains and up and
down and across rivers, until they reached the village of the
trihe in the interior of Pennsylvania. Here Elizabeth remained
8 prisoner for twenty years. She had disappeared so suddenlv
and mysteriously, that her parents and brothers were not posi
tive in regard to her fate. Had she wandered into the woods
and perished? Was she devoured bv wild beasts? Had she
found death and a grave in some neighboring slough? Had
she been murdered by savages? 'Vas she a captive among red
barbarians? Or, 'worse than all, had she be~n compelled to
become the unwilling concubine and the slave of a brutal
savage? None of these questions could be answered with
certainty. It 'was believed, however, that she 'was a prisoner,
and in sore anguish her father continued year after vear to
make inquiries of those who had been in the'Indian countrv, in
the hope that he would find a clue which would lead to· her
discovery. At last he heard of a 'white 'woman 'who was with a
clan near Harrisbnrgh, in Pennsylvania, whose age and some
other circumstances led him to believe that she 'was his lost
child. He searched for this clan-s-discovered them, and fhund
with then) the white woman. Twenty years, and a life of servi
tude, with brutal treatment, had so changed her appearance
that her father could see no resemblance in her to his lost child.
He listened to her story-she had forgotten the names of father,
mother and brothers-but she remembered some of the circum
stances under which she was taken by the savages, and this led
her father to claim her and take her hack to his home. 'Vhen
they reached the house in which she was born, she went directlv
to the bars where she was captured. The shock of twenty years
before had fixed the scene indelibly in her memory, and sh~

}
)ointed out the place where she was taken. There was no
onger a doubt. She was the lost one. No one thought other

wise, and she was wholly restored to the home and hearts of
her kindred.

Her father was also taken prisoner by the Indians. He was
a captive for four years, and was exchanged in Canada. Some
time after he removed to the Schuylkill Flats. near Philadelphia,
where (his wife having died) he married a second time, Here
he lived during the remainder of his life.

Daniel Gonsalus who died in Mamakating in lA22, was taken
by the Indians 'when he was five or six years old, and kept by
them three years. He was carried awa:r by a party which was
lurking near Mamakating Farms. He became the adopted son
of a warrior and his squa,,-, and in his old age told our informant
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that he remembered the route from the Farms to a lake where
they first rested after leaving the valley, Here they remained
several days, and he became acquainted with several Indian
children of his own age, and participated in their sports.
Among other things, they brought together a number of stones
and made a mimic wall of them. After this the band wandered
about from place to place, and Daniel lost all idea of the direc
tion in which his father and mother lived. .A.t first he was
watched closely, but in the end he was regarded as one of
themselves and went where he pleased. Aft-er three years, the
band again encamped by a lake, when Daniel discovered the
row of stones he had helped make 'when first captured. He
had never lost his love for his white friends, nor his desire to
return to them. He would have run away from the savages
long before; but he knew not which war to go. Here was a
monument which made his road plain. At a favorable moment,
he started for and reached home, to his great delight, and the
jo.v of Samuel Gonsalns, his father.

This Daniel Gonsalus was the last one of the familv-name
who was buried in Sullivan countv, He died in the same
house where his father breathed his last. His wife was Eliza
beth Kuykendall, of Mamakating. Daniel, according to the
family account, was a true whig in the Bevolutionnrv war, and
y..a.~ i~l several battles. He was frequently employee! in carry
Ing dispatches from one camp to another, and his knowledge of
woodcraft was of great service to him in doing so, as it enabled
him to avoid traveled routes, and go in a direct line from one
point to another, through woods, over mountains, rivers, etc.
He was cautious and wa.ry, and seldom failed to accomplish
what was required of hint. He was in Fort Montgomery when
it was captured by the British General Clinton, (October 6,
1777); but escaped by jumping oyer the breast-works while it
WH..q dark, and running through the British lines to the moun
tains. Three others accompanied him, one of whom was shot
by the enemy during the next morning. Gonsalus continued to
conceal himself until the next evening, when he reached the
house of a widow Crist, where he was kindly received, and
remained all night. On the succeeding day, ghe lORned him
her horse, on which he rode home, accompanied boY a slave,
who took the animal hack to his mistress.

On another occasion, while Daniel WHS home on a furlough,
he went to see about some shingles near the Yaugh House
spring. A Moses Newman, with a party of scouts, disguised
as Indians, was concealed there on the lookout for tories,
savages and deserters. Gonsnlus unguardedly marched into
the trap, and found himself surrounded by a. band of what
seemed to him rerl men, Of (~OU1S(', he told a story which he.
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supposed would lead them to let him go; but it had a contrary
effect; for they arrested him and took him with others to
Kingston, where he was at once set at liberty."

HiH wife Elizabeth was a woman of great courage, and of
read>" resource. A female descendant of the old Spaniard
furnishes us with the following Incident : The Indians and
tories were in l\1ulDti,katillg committing those outrages which
characterized them. A little boy WhOU1 she believed they 'would
carrJ off ran to her, and she concealed him under her skirts.
In a short time the marauding part)" caine to her house, and
made a thorough search for the boy. as they supposed, but did
not tind him. A tory named John \Tan Campen, suspecting the
truth, attempted to tear her clothing from her person, when she
begged him "for God's sake to desist," Her appeal had the
desired effect. The part)" left, and the LOJ was saved from
captivity.

This anecdote is rather a singular one. "11)" 'was she herself
not taken away or tomahawked, like the wives of other whigs?

At another time, it is said, she was milking, when an Indian
took awa.y her pail, and broke it into mall)" pieces. She ran away,
while the savage hurled after her nothing worse than hard words.
Jam~Gousalus (probably the brother of Sauiuel) was arrested

by the British 8J) aspy, or for some military offense, and
sentenced to be l'ut to death; but by the intercession of Samuel
and one of the "eHtbrooks, was pardoned. He, as well as some
others of the family, hated kings as if they were panthers,

Soon after the block-house at Ma.luakating Farms was built, an
old man named Michel Helm, who lived in Rochester, had
been to the Mine-holes on a visit. On his return he 'was accom
panied by a young lady. Both were mounted on good horses.
They stopped at the block-house for refreshment, after which
they intended to push on and reach a point nearer home before
night. They were urged to stay; hut Helm 'was opposed to
doing so, because he thought the Indians 'would be more likely
to molest them in the morning; if the)" had been seen from the
mountain on either side of the valley, and 'were followed, the ene
my could get ahead of them ill the night, and waylay them, ete.
But his objections to delay in their journey were all met and
dissipated. Yet they were well founded. They had been dog
ged to the block-house, and 'while they were there, the Indians
passed ahead of them, and in the morning were in ambush
about one-fourth of a mile from :Mud Hook (Mawakating post
office) on the hill-aide near a brook, within gun-shot of the old
mine-road. \Yhen Helm and the young lady, and a fellow-
-----------------------------------

.. One night, while Daniel was a pnMC"J)J(:r, hit.' A'uftJ"ll f,·ll asle-ep. when he arose, took
th.. fPlna ,)f tl1<' )J:trty to a ,"OrJwr of the room, then wak..d tlw tllt>f'pt"rR, and endeav
ored to convince them U~ \fat; 1)0\ au enemj' because be bad spared their livea.
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traveler named Depuy reached tbis point, they were fired upon
and Helm was instantly killed. The assailants did not wish
to murder the girl. They had agreed among themselves to
capture her, and to enable themselves to do so, shot her horse
through the hips. They failed, however, to injure a muscle or
break a bone. The instant she heard the report of the guns,
she applied her riding-whip vigorously to the sides of the
animal, which bounded away so rapidly that she was soon be
yond the reach of the gUllS of the assailants, even if they had
been loaded. Depuy also escaped. They reached the nearest
settlement in sSlfetJ-told what had happened, and a party went
to Mud Hook to ascertain the fate of the old man. His dead
body was found where he was shot. He had been scalped, and
his silver shoe-buckles taken away, with ~'hateYer was valuable
on his person.

Eighty yearM afterwards, a silver shoe-buckle was found on
the old trail in Rockland. May it not have been a relic of
}I)ohel Helm?

Michel was the son of Symon Helm, one of the early settlers
of Ulster county, They were ancestors of the family of tha.t
Dame who now reside at Wurtsborough.

The first white settlers of Mnluukating Farms buried their
dead in an orchard near the Devens' block-house. Tradition
tJays that this ancient graveyard was a place of sepulchre of the
aboriginal iuhabitants before Europeans came to the country,
and that after the Gonsalus family locat-ed here, an Indian chief
who had been fatally wounded, was placed in u sitting posture
l~ainst a large pine which grew here, where he died, singing his
death-song, and was buried at the foot of the tree. From this
pine is no more heard a solemn requiem for the departed red
man. No vestige of it now remains, Its trunk was long since
converted into shingles or boards by a utilitarian. Yankee or
Dutchman, whose descendants have not the ~ace to erect even
a rude fence to protect the bones of the first settler of the
county from the desecrating snouts of swine!

At the head of the gru,,-c of Moouel Gousalus is a blue flag
stone, with the following inscription:

M.AJ.~UEL

GONS.A.LIJS
IS

GES'fOR\-EN
DE 18 .APRIL

AXNO 1758.

[TRANSLATIos.-Manuel Goasalus died the 18th of April, in
the year 1758.]

2{)
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For more than thirty years after the death of Manuel Gon
salus, common field-stones, destitute of inscription, were deemed
sufficient to mark the graves of the early settlers. There am
mnnv such here.

Soon after Captain David Dorrance came to the Hollow, he
and others bought a lot and set it apart for u. public graveyard.
Among the first buried here 'were members of the Masten
family, several of whom died in December, 1794, us the follow
ing i.liscriptiolls indicate:

"December 11, 1794.
l\lury Masten."

" 17D4.
December 2-!f
John l\Iasten.

" 1794.
Decembel' 24.
Lea Masten."

And here are the ashes of Peter Helm," whose only monu
ment is a rude stone, on which is cut

.£
82"

Several members of the Gonsalns familv were interred m..'

this burial-place.

The records of ancient roads give us so much information in
regard to local history, that we transcribe the following from
the Clerk's book of Mamakating :

"Peenpack, April 10th, 1770.
"To the clerk of the peace or his deputy for the County of

Ulster, Whereas the free holders and Inhabitants of l\Ia.maka
ting Precink have made Petition fro us, the commissioners of
the above s'd Precink, to lav out a King's Highway, To begin
at the Cline Jang Huys, or Little hunting house upon the Hill,
at a hickory Tree marked with a cross standing on the North
west side of the road; and from thence all R Long the north
east of the marked Trees as the road 110"· Leads to a Bridge at
the north west side of the House where ,}acobus Devana now
dwells; in and from thence along the south east side of the
marked trees to the southeast side of Samuel Gunsallis well,
and from thence through the Lane as it now' runs, to the
Shawenoes' Bergh or Hill, and so Along s'd Hill on the south
east side of the marked trees, and from thence along the south-

• Peter Helm built a house of ~ll1l1rf"(l lO~R on the farm of Colonel Lawrence MuteD
previous to 1755. '.fhiR house stood uutil about 1~7.
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CH~t. side of marked trees to Maritje's G~Lt; and from thence
Aloug the southeast side of the hill and on the southeast of the
marked trees to the Spaanehe Bought, and front thence a Long
the southeast side of the marked trees to David Cox Lane, and
80 through the Laue as it now Runs to the Drage Bergh, and
from thence a Long the southeast side of the marked trees to
the hounds of Rochester, to be four rods wide from the begin
ning to the end. We, the Commissioners of the a. Bove said
town or Precinct do certify that we have Laid out the above
said Road for A King's Highway, according to Law, this 10th
dav of April, 1770, and Desire the Clerk of the pen,ce or his
Deputy to record the same. Witness our hands.

"JACOB R. DEWrIT,
"BE~J.:\~nN DEPUEY,

June 29, 1797-A true copy. "SAMUEL GUXSALLUS."
SAMUEL Krxo, Town Clerk.

"Peenpack, May 24th, 17G6.
"To the Clerk of the peace or his Deputy, in the county of

Ulster : Sir,-Whereas the freeholders and Inhabitants of ~Ia
makating precinct have made petition to us, the commissioners
of the above s'd Precinct, to Layout a King's Highway, to
begin by the line between Ulster and Orange County, by a
whiteoak tree; from thence to the Cline Youqli house up tla
berq«, or Little hunting house on the hill, and according to their
Desire or request we have done which as follows: Beginning
on the southeast of a 'Vhiteoak Tree standing on the Line of
Ulster and Orange county; from thence with a straight Line to
a stone sot in the Ground a bout thirty feet from the north
corner of J acob Gumaer's House; from thence all a, long the
southeast of the marked trees to u stone sot in the ground
ahout thirty feet from the' north corner or Daniel Vuu Vleat's
H(H18e; thence all along the southeast side of the marked trees,
with a. crook Down the Valley to Intervail, the breadth of four
rods; thence all along the southeast side of the marked trees
to the Line of Jacob Rutseu Dewit, and so through the Lane
to the Mouchocamuck's Creek, the bredth of twenty feet; from
thence through the creek to a blackoak stump, aIlcl so a Long
the southeast side of the marked trees to the well of Jacob
Stanton; from thence on a struightliue to a ta.ll Pitch pine tree
marked on both sides, the breath of twenty feet; from thence
along the southeast side of the marked trees with crooks and
tourns as the road now runs to the north corner of Johannaus
'I'urner's house, the breadth of four rod ; from thence to a pitch
pine tree and so along the southeast side of the marked Trees
to the south corner of Tearick Van Kuren \V\lstbrook's Kitchell;
from thence to a butternut stump JOHt over bushu's creek, tho
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breadth of four rod wide, from ull n Long the south ~ast. side
of the marked trees to the Cline J ough house on the hill to
hickory Tree marked with a cross, thebreath of four rod, We
the commissioners of the above s'd Precinct in the county of
Ulster, and Province of Ne'w York, ])0 certify that we have Laid
out the 'flbove s'd road for a King's highway, according to Law,
this twenty-fourth day of :Ma.y, 1766, and desire the s'd Clark
of the Pence in 8'<1 county or his Dabety to record the same,
""\\:1rich we do interchangeably set our hands.

.,.JAeon R. DEWIT.
H Bl:XJAMIN DEPUEY,
"SAXUEL GUNSALLU8.

Recorded the 31 Day of May, 1766, at Kingston.
June 29, 1797-A true copy Me.

8.!MUEL KING, Town Clerk.

RO.U> DI8TIUCTS OF MA~L\K.\TIXG rx 1774.

No.1. From Orange line to Hanse's '1.y.
2. h Hanse's Vly to the Laurel Brook the other side of

MaDlakating.
3. U Laurel Brook to the bounds of Rochester.
4. u Coddington's Bridge across the mountain to tho

line of "'..allkill precinct.
5. ., Orange line wider the foot ot the mountain until

it reaches No. 4.

.,2.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

In 1775, a district was established from the termination of
No.5 to the Plattekill. Thus there was a public road on each
side of the mountain, and one running east from the valley
connecting the two. The road across the Shawanguuk was in
the southern section of the precinct.

In 1776, the Commissioners of Highways made eight road
districts:

No.1. Ran from the line of Orange COWltJ to Derrick V. K.
Westhrook's.

Derrick V. K. 1Yestbrook's to Lysburton
Fontyne."

3. " " Lysburton Fontyne to the brook south of
Manuel Gonsalus'.

" .; Manuel Gonsalus' to the bounds of Rochester.
U U Coddington's bridge to Valentine Wheeler's.
., h Valentine Wheeler's to William Harlow's,
.. '" 'Villiam Harlow's to the Plattekill.
., ,. Abner Skinner's to John Wells'.

.. 80 stands tho name in the town records. The Fontyne is & fountain or spring
aboa~ midway between Wee~brookTille aDd School House brook, or Maritje'. kiltjt:.



THE TOWN OF M..ULUL\TISG. 405

l\Iamakating continued to be a precinct uutil some ODIe
between its organization in 1743 and 1774, when it was
authorized to elect a Supervisor and other officers which
characterized towns. Its records show that it had three CODI
missioners of Highways in 1766; but the first election recorded
in the Town Clerk's office was held in 1774. The following are
the Clerk's minutes:

"Memorandum of the Town Meeting* held the first Tuesdav
in April, at the House of Jacob Rutzen Dewitt, for the electing
of TO"'n Officers by the Majority of 'Votes, with their Respective
Names, Being the 5th of said Instant Anno Domine, 1774.

"Clerk-Thomas Kyte; Constable & Collector-Jacob Stan
ton; Supervisor-Benjamin Depuy; AsseS80r8-HarnlaDlls
Van in Wegon, Abraham Cuddeback, jun.; O,·erseers of the
Highways-Benj'n Cuddeback, jun., for the 1st Dist.; Derk ·V.
K. 'Vestbrook for the 2d, Jacobus Devins for the 3d; Robert
Cook for the 4t.h; Ezekiel Trans for the 5th; Abraham Smedis
for the 6th; Overseers of the Pooe-s-Philip Swartwoud, Robert
Cook; Fence Viewers-Benj. Depuy, Jacob Stanton; Stallion
''''ie-WPl"S-,rall ""'heeler, Abraham Cuddeback; Pound Keepers
-''''all. 'Yheeler, Benj. Depuy. The Poll to be at Jacob Rutsen
D itt' H "ewi t S ouse.

A majority of these personR resided in that part of Mnmaka
ting which is now' included in Deerpark, Orange county.

The records show that there was a town or precinct-meeting
in 1775, when the above named offices,except that of Supervisor,
were again filled, and Peter Helm, who lived near the l\l:r!-ltPll
place, was made an Overseer of the Poor; another in 1776; in
regard to 1777 nothing appears; in 1778, Benjamin Gonsalufo\
was elected Constable and Collector with the usual precinct
officials; in 1779, Samuel Gonsalus was made an Overseer of
the Poor, at the very time 'when it has been alleged he was with
the sa"ages murdering defenseless 'women and children on the
frontiers; the annual meeting took place in 1780, but if there
was an election in 1781, there is no account of it. During the
next two years of the war, the following persons 'were (·h'o~en:

1782-Clerk-Jacob Rutsen Dewitt; Constables and Collec
tors-...Abraham A. Cuddeback, William Smit.h; Supervisor-s
Benj. Depuy ; Assessors-Robert Milliken, Samuel Gonsalns,
J acobus Devens, Moses Depuy, J acobns Swartwoudt ; Commis
sioners of Highways-c-Benj. Depuy, J abob R. Dewitt, John
--_.------------

It- From this it would seem that Marn11.katioCJ' W811 at tlliF( tirue 8 town, Uutil 1788.
it i~ almost uniformly recorded as a precinct, "\i1t1 its offi('t-rs liTO Htyl(1C.i town offirt"ra.
In t7~, there is a formal memorandum that it wall thttu made a tOWQ b)' all act of the
Legielatnre.
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Newkirk, Benj. Cnddeb3.Ck. Jacob R. Roosa.; Overseers of High
ways-I Dist., Elias Gumaer, 2. Jacobus Devens, 3. Abraham
Roosa, 4. Jonathan Strickland, 5. Rufus Stanton, 6. Capt.
Farnam; Overseers of the Poor-e-Charles Findley, Jacob Gu
maer; Fence Viewers---Jacobus Devens, Samuel Depuy, Solo
mon "11eat; Stallion Viewers-c-Capt, Abraham Cuddeback,
David Smith ; P01.111ders---Jacob R. Dewitt, Robert Milligan.

1783-Clerk-Archihn,ld McBride; Constables and Collec
tors-Abraham Cuddeback, ',",illiam Smith; Supervisor-Jacob
R. Dewitt; Assessors-Benjamin Ouddeback, Samuel Gonsalus,
Archibald i\IcBride; Commissioners of Highways-Capt. Abra
ham Cuddeback, John English, Charles Finley, together with
the usual number of Overseers of Highways, Fence Viewers,
Stallion Viewers and Pounders. "Town Meetings to be held at
the House of Archibald McBride until further corrected."

Among the early records of Mamakating are frequent memo
randa of ear-marks. Hom-cattle, hogs, etc., were permitted to
run at large-i-some to feed on the grass of the wild lowlands-c
some in the 'woods to fatten on nuts. To prevent controversies
in regard to o'\\-nership, and to assist in the recovery of estrays,
each owner 'was entitled to an ear-mark, and, after it 'was
recorded by the Clerk of the precinct, no one had the right to
infringe on his particular mark. We copy a few of these
memoranda to give a better idea of what was a very good
regulation :

"Fred. Seybolt-Slit in left ear; latch in right ear.
" Jacobus Gonsalus-e-A hole in each ear.
"Wm, Jellet-Halfpenny on the under side of the right ear.
" Amos Wheat-Square cross on the left ear and a hole under-

neath."

On the unoccupied lowlands of the precinct were natural
meadows which afforded abundance of rich pasture for cattle.
The inhabitants of other localities were in the habit of driving
their animals to these lands, and leaving them there to thrive
and fatten. To this the residents of Mamakating had a decided
objection. They became warm advocates of home-interests.
There is no notice in the old records of Indian outrages, or the
wrongs committed by the British; but there are frequent- allu
sions to the intruders on the commons from other counties and
precincts! In 1776, when Congress declared the country free
and independent, the good people of Maruakating enacted at
their annual election, that no one should take the cattle of non
residents to pasture on the commons.

This declaration, it seems did not cure the evil; and at subse-
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quent meetings penalties were provided for the offense. _4.ft€r
a. time no less than four pounds became uecessarv-s-one at
Peenpack, of which Abraham Cuddeback was keeper; the second
at "Shongunk,"* Ephraim Thomas, keeper; the third at
"Mamacotting," Benjamin Gonsalus, keeper; the fourth at
"Shongunk," Archibald McBride, keeper. Finally every man
W~ authorized. to have a pound of his own, and of course every
man had or could have an office; for logically, he 'vas the
keeper of his own pound, or, in the language of the day, was a
pounder.

In 1776, Ezekiel Gumaer took up four head of cattle which
were trespassers on the commons, and 'was allowed ~ for
feeding them from November 26 to May 17, when they were
sold for £13, 6.~.

Another question which agitated the community during the
war for independence, was the proper dimensions of hog-yokes,
Ma.lOJt in its season 'was abundant, and 'was an inducement to
keep more hogs than could 'well be fed. when nuts and acorns
were not on the ground, but growing on the trees. Hence,
while crops were growing in the summer, hogs were apt to
trespass upon enclosures devoted to wheat and maize : espe
cially as fences were poor, as fences in newly cleared neighbor
hoods usually are. Gentle remedies were tried at first, In
1775, it was en<l,cted that "hogs be permitted to run at large
with a yoke judged lawful by the appraisers of damages or three
freeholders." This did not have the desired effect, and at
almost every annual meeting, for several years, there was an
amendment regulating the shape of hog-yokes. Sometimes the
party aguinst yokes would prevail, when the height and breadth
would be preposterously small; and when the other party was
in the ascendant it 'was enacted that the yoke should be of huge
size-s-at one time "three feet in the crotch" and a cross-piece
in proportion. Finally (1786) the question became a sectional
one. 'I'he valley was arrayed against the mountain. "Shon
gunk" was for the smallest possible yokes ; while their low
land neighbors, who 'were the great gruin-raisers of the precinct,
were for large ones. Happily for the quiet of the region, there
was a statesman among them (alas! no monument can be erected
to his meuiory I His name is lost l) who proposed a c-nlupro
mise, which was accepted. Thenceforth it was lawful ior the
~:own hogs of "Shongunk" to run at large at au..'" tinie with a
yoke sixteen inches wide and eighteen high, and other hO~H in
proportion ; while at "Peenpack, Bessie's l ..and, MuuUtcotting,

., The settlement in ~lamakating on the ca.st side of tilt." mountain W&8 origiuallv
known as ..,lJawau~unk. The precinct of tho same name wus culled Old Shawanguuk.
In the war of the ~~,"olt1tion. when the people of Mini~illk. l\·t·npa~h. t:t~., fl~l tv
:-ibaW:l.nI:;WlK, they sauply crossed the mountain, where tbl')" w.-re comparatively hOl!~.
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and all along the road from Peenpack to Mamncotting," it was
decreed that the cross-piece should be eighteen inches, and the
crotch two and 8 half feet Ionz. Happy hogs of the mountain!
Unfortunate swine of the vaYley! This struggle then termi
nated. 'I'henceforth there 'was peace.

'The Dutch settlers made shorter work 'with rams than thev
did with the dimensions of hog-yokes. In 1792, they decreed
(substantially) "that anJ" ram found at large between September
Lst and the ~fith of November shall be a ram no longer," and
four shillings were 'Voted to every man for enforcing the penalty,
besides one shilling per 'week for pasture. The decree seems to
have gi ven gpn(\ral satisfaction ; for no further allusion is made
to it in the records of after years, so far as 'we ascertained.

Grave disputes sometimes occurred between Mamaknting and
her sister precincts, One of these was settled in a manner
which would have afforded delight to Diedrich Knickerbocker.
In 1787, Mnmaknting claimed that Goshen should support 8

pauper "·ODIHn and her illegitimate son. The name of this
woman we will not give, because we do not know who ber
descendant." are. Goshen contended that she and her irregular
offspring belonged to Mamakating, Instead of carrying the
controversy into court, and each party paying enough to lawyers
to support the mother and child for years, the Overseers of the
Poor met, and, after discussing the matter in an amicable 'way,
agreed that G'o~hen should provide for the woman, while Mama
kating should take charge of her infant! The baby was thas
torn from the maternal breast-an act which would have
shocked modern sensibilities-and a precedent established that
it could have a residence different from that of its mother. For
several years it 'was the only pauper of the town, and was sold
at each annual meeting to the lowest bidder*-that is, to the
l)er~on who was willing to support it for the least compensation
-until it was thirteen years of age, when the town was relieved
from further responsibility by J ohannes Masten.

It was believed at the time that, in the arrangement with
Goshen, Mamakating had the best of it; because the boy 'would
ultimately become self-supporting, while the woman, if she did
not reform, would add largely to the burthens of the town I

The expenses of supporting the poor 'were not Yer~- great in
early times. 'Ye find that in 1785, when the people 'were im
poverished by the war which had just closed, the poor-tax oi
Mamakating was £20; in 1788, the tax was £10; 1789, £5; and
in 17HO, £6. As there was but one pauper, whose support cost
less than five pounds a :year, we cannot imagine what 'las done

• The boy W~8 gem'rally bi4 oft at from £3 to .£6.
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with the money paid for the poor from other sources,
an extract from the town books:

"EXCISE MOXEY ron Rl"ProUT OF POOlt:

409

4' From Henry Sothard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.00.0
Wm. "Harlow. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00.0
.Tscob R. Dewitt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00.0
John Seybolt...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00.0
Eliphalet Scribner 2.00.0
Chris. ~Iiller _ " 1.17.9
Cronumus Felter _.. 1.li.U
John Showers .. 2.00.0
'Yighton & Co. for a permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.4

In 1791, everv non-resident 'who cut timber in the town
rendered himself Iiable to a fine of "six pence for every inch
across the stump." Xo exception was made in favor of those
who owned real estate in Mnmaketing, but resided elsewhere.

Sometimes, but not often, town-officers resided on the. Dela
ware river, In 1789 and 1790, Daniel Skinner (not the Admiral)
was an Assessor, and in 1789, Paul Tyler one of the thr--«
Collectors.

The town elected annually six firemen. They were generally
discreet and respectable men. Their duty was to guard against
damages from the burning of the woods.

John Gray, who is styled a "mediciner," was a.physician in
Mamakating as early as 1792. 'Ve are led to believe that his
practice was not lucrative, as he was compelled to mortgage his
saddle-horse and other personal property to secure the payment
of a small sum of money to a prosperous blacksmith. Gray
had been a surgeon in the Continental arlny. He died in the
town of Liberty. on the 14th of December, 1841, at which time
he was supposed to be 101 or 102 :rears of age.

Although Mamakating WR.'i much exposed to the ravages of
the enemy, and suffered greatly during the war of the Revolu
tion, a greater number of refugees found shelter there than in
a.ny town or precinct of Ulster, except Kingston.
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Of the male refugees in Malnakating, forty-seven 'were undrr
16, forty-five over 16 and under (iO, and two 60 vears of ngt").
Total number of males 16 JCUl"S old and upwards, 122. Th(~
number of men who took the Revolutionary pledge in .Jum-,
1775, was 131. Two hundred and forty-four of the four hundred
and eighty-seven persons in the precinct ill 1782 were child ren
under the age of 16 years. In IS55, the population of th...
town was 4,OH4, of whom 1,668 were not 16 years old. Ther«
has been a falling off in the productions of the field since the
pioneers cultivated their land- with their rude implements. An
impoverished soil is the cause. Probably luxury, effeminacy
and other things have reduced the per centuge of children.

A large number of the refugees Irom their homes, were from
the isolated m-ighborhools of the precinct, Nearly all the
families who lived on the hunks of the Delaware above tlu)
mouth of the :Jlollgaup. during the earl)" daY8 of the war.
removed to I>~t"np:u·k. iUHl that part of the town which WH~

then known 3.Jo' Shuw augunk.
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On the 20th of April, 1775, a. Provincial Convention* assembled
in the city of New York. It was composed of delegates .frOID

the several counties of New York. On the 29th of the same
month, this Convention adopted the following pledge, and
ordered it to b~ sent for signatures to all the precincts and
counties of the province.t

"Persuaded. that the salvation of the ri~hts and liberties of
America depend, under God, on the fum uuion of its inhabitants
in a vigorous prosecution of the measures necessary for its
safety; and convinced of the necessity of preventing anarchy
and confusion, which attend the dissolution of the powers of
government, we, the freemen, free-holders and inhabitants of
the Precinct of Mamacoting, being greatly alarmed at the
avowed design of the Ministry to raise a revenue in America
and shocked by the bloody scene now acting in Massachusetts
Bay, do, in the most solemn manner, resolve SEn:R TO BECOME
8LAYES; and do associate, under all the ties of religion, honor
and love to our country to adopt and endeavor to carry into
execution whatever measures may be recommended by the
Continental Congress, or resolved upon by our Provincial Con
vention, for the purpose of preserving our Constitution, and
opposing the execution of the several arbitrary acts of the
British Parliament, until a reconciliation between Great Britain
and America on Constitutional principles (which we most ar
dently desire) can be obtained; and that we will in all things
follow the advice of our General Committee respecting the
purposes aforesaid, the preservation of peace and good order,
and the safety of individuals and property."

On the 29th of May, the first Provincial Congress'[ required
the local committees to return the Pledge before the 15th of
July, "with the names of the signers and those who refused to
sign;" and on the 26th of Jnne, John Young, President of the
Committee of ~amakating, reported that the pledge was
"unanimously signet! b~· all the freeholders and inhabitants of
the precinct," an assertion 'which was not well founded. Below
is the list:

John Young,.
Philip Swartwout, Esq.,

Benjamin Depue,
Capt. John Crage,

• Delegates from Ulster county-Goorge Clinton, Colonel Charles DeWitt and Levi
Pawling.

t See American Archives, 4th series, and Buttenber's Newburgh.
i Delegates from Ulster county-llatthew Cantine, George Clinton, General James

Clinton, Colonel Charles DeWitt, Colonel Johannes Hardenber?:h, Abraham Hasbrouck,
cla.oob Hoornbeck, John ~i(:hol!'4i)l1 and Major Chrlstopher TaLppen. Although the
OOWlty had nine Delegates, it Wad bntiU~ ~ but iwo vot.6a.
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Wnl. Haxton,
John l\IcKinstr;.
Benj. Cuddeback, Jr.,
Robert Cook,
Harm. Nan Inwegen,
T. K. Westbrook,
Willinlli Rose,
Samuel Depue.
,,\Villiam J ohnston,
J aD1CS "\Villiams.
Chas, Gilletts,
Johan. StufHebane,
Johan, Stufflebane, j ".
James Blizard,
'I'homas Combs,
JnmeR MeCivers,
Joseph Hubbard,
,Tohn Thompson,
Ebenezer Halcomb,
G. Van Inwegen,
Wm. Cuddeback,
Abr. Cuddeback,
Eliphalet Stevens,
Elisha Trnvis,
Aldert Rosa,
Adam Rivenburgh,
Eli Strickland,
David Gillaspy,
Stephen Lamey,
Capt..1. R.. Dewitt,
Ahm. Cuddeback, j:' ...
Samuel King,
Abnu Skinner,
Fr(\<1 Benner,
'~nlelltin(~ "TIlecler,
Thomas I{ytte,
J onathan Brooks.
,Tohn 'Yallis, .
.Toseph J)rake,
Ebenezer Parks,
J acobns Swartwout.
Gerurdus Swartwout.
Phil. Swartwout, [r..
Isaac Van Twill,
JOHeph Westfork.
Petrus Gumore,
J. Dewitt GUIDort:\,

Daniel van Flet't. :
Ezekiel Gumore, ..
Jacoh Van Inawuv.
Cornel. ,ran InnW~LY,
Mose~ Depue, jr.,
Jacobut-' Cuddeback ..
Rufus Stanton,
Reuben Babbett.
Jonathan "\Yheeler.
Ass Kimball,
Robert Milliken,
Thomas Lake,
Zek. Halcomb,
John Williams,
Matthew Neeley,
Samuel Dealv,
Wm. Smith, .,
John Harding,
Nathan Cook,
Jcpo FuHer,
~ph. Thomu.'3,
Henry Ellsworth,
Joseph Thomas,
Abr. McQuin,
John Seybolt,
Joseph Skinner,
Joseph Arthur,
David "rheeler,
John Trans,
John Travis, jr.,
Daniel Dceker,
Petrus Cuddeback,
Elias Gumore,
John Brooks,
Elisha Barber,
Jonathan Davis,
Robert Comfort,
David Dayley,
Gershom Simpson,
EpIt. Forgison,
J acoh Comfort,
Jacob Stanton,
Moses 1\:liller,
Jonah Parks,
,Tohn Gilla:"\pJ,
Jno. Barber,
Samuel Patt-erson,
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Nathaniel Travis,
Ezekiel Travis,
Joseph Travis,
Thos. Gillaspy,
Jeremiah Shaver,
Joseph Ogden,
D&Dlel Wa.lling,
Daniel Walling, jr.,
Elias Miller,
Isaac Rosa,
Abr. Smith,
George G. Denniston,
Matthew Terwilliger,
Leonard Hefinessy,
Jonathan Strickland.
Johennes Wash.*

Abrahanl Smedes,
John Stoy,
Joel.Addams,
Joseph Shaw,
George Gillaspy,
James Curren,
AbrahaJll Rosa,
Jncob RoStl.,

Henry Newkirk,
Peter Simpson,
Stephen Holcomb,
Johalllles Miller,
Daniel \Voodworth,
Moses Roberts,
Daniel Roberts,
John Douglass,
Joseph Randal,

This list, as ~)lointed in the American Archives, contains
several errors. 'I', K. Westbrook should be Tjerick Van Keuren
"'.estbrook; ...Abna Skinner should be Abner Skinner; Thomas
Kytte should be 'I'homas Kyte ; Jonah Parks should be Josiah
Parks ; and probably Johannis Wash should be Johannis
Masten.

The reader will not see in this list the Tylers, Conklins,
Mitchells and other whigs who lived on the Delaware river; nor
the Helms, Devens, Beviers, and Gonsaluses who 'were residents
and freeholders at l\Iu,luukating Farms, previous to and after
the war. A few weeks before the pledge was signed, one of
these men at least (Peter Helm) was elected to fill a town
office.

:Kotwithstalltling the report of John Young, there 'VC1'C tones
in the town. David Young and Bryant Kane were determined
adherents of the British, and never made a pretense of favoring
the colonies.

In 1814, the population of Mama,katillg was 1,585. On the
24th of June, 1812, as a.ppears from an assessment roll made
by Abraham Roosa, Eli Roberts and Jacob Gumaer, there were
273 tax-payers in the town. The population shows that there
were about 300 families. Consequently there were only twenty
five or thirty heads of families who were without taxable prop-
--------------------_._----

• The early sct:lers of Wurtsborough are not 1D this Iist-e-the Gonsalus, D<l\'(;D:\~
Be1ma, Bevier, and others.
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arty. The following is a list of those who were assessed for
one thousand dollars and upwards:

William Anderson $1,220 J ames E. )IilIer $1,400
l\Io~eH Brown . . . . . . .. 1,000 Dayid ::\Iilliken....... 3,404
Peter Budd. . . . . . . . . .. 1,501 John ~lillikell. . . . . . . .. 2,050
John Budd 1,017 John Xorris 1,48!l
Thomas Bull, ju ·,ior. .. 1,16~ I>auiel Xi veu . . . . . . . .. 1,000
James Reyea......... 1,14:-) Hpury.xe wkirk , . . . . .. 1,000
John Clinch.. . . . . . . .. 1,206 Dauiel Ogden . . . . . . . .. 1,231
Abraham Canfield. . . .. 1,200 Henry Patmore. . . .. : 1,518
Jacobus Devens. . . . . .. 1,500 Eli Hoberts . . . . . . . . .. 1,200
George DurJea....... 1,1'20 l~lnathau Sears....... 1,392
J. and O. Dunning . . .. 3,04-1 'Yl11. and Moses Stanton 1,360
David Dorrance. . . . . .. 1,4H~! Sa1l1n(~1 Snlith........ 1,587
Jacob Gumaer. . . . . . .. 1,£)(j5 George Smith, junior .; 1,000
Daniel Godfrey.. . . . .. 1,200 Sloan and Hunter. . . .. 2,000
Moses Hazen. . . . . . . .. 1,183 Lawrence Tears. . . . . .. 2,084
Horton and Lockwood 2,134 Ephraiui ThoIllas..... 1,000
Jacob Masten 1,893 Theotlnru:sC. 'VanW)~k 1,000
David ~lunn. . . . . . . . .. 1,592 Daniel 'Vilson........ 1,204
Ezekiel Masten. . . . . .. 1,335 ...Abraham T. ",Yestbrook 2,340

There were many worthy residents of Mamakating at this
time whose estates amounted to less than oue thousand dollars.
Several of them have already received honorable mention in
this chapter, Others of this class should be written about; but
their descendants have not responded to our calls for informa
tion.

Henry Newkirk, whose name appears in the foregoing list,
held the office of Town Clerk for forty years. Before his death
he dissipated his property, and died poor.

Daniel Niven came tool"rurtsborough in 1812, and followed
the business of farming and inn-keeping. He was born in Tls,
on the west coast of Scotland, and immigrated to New York in
1791, when about twenty-four years of age. Before 1812, he
engaged in business in New Windsor, in the city of New York,
in Newburgh, and a second time in New York. While in the
city the last time, he was n. merchant, when his goods were con
sumed by fire, without being insured. He lost nearly all he
possessed, except his family. With indomitable will and buoy
ant spirit, he commenced anew in 1Yurtsborough. Here he was
often visited by Samuel and Daniel Gonsalus, Colonel Mudge,
and other local celebrities. One of them (Daniel Gonsslus)
gave him information which led to the discovery of the Wurts
borough lead-mine.

The pioneers of ~[amn.kating knew that the Indians obtained
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lead near Wurtsborongh; but the latter obstinatelv refused to
reveal where it was to be found, and became all~i.Y whenever
the subjectW~ broached, .A. 'white hunter named Miller followed
them at the risk of his life, until he ascertained that they
obtained the ore on the west side of the Shawangunk, near ~

"luster of hemlocks, 'which was plainly visible from the valley.
He heard them at work, and after they had left, found the mine.
'Vhen l\liller was old and infirm, he intended to show Daniel
Gonsalus where the ore was, He pointed out the hemlocks,
and promised that, as soon as he had visited some friends in
Orange county, he would go with Gonsalus to the point where
the lead was visible. Before Miller returned from his visit, he
was taken sick at Montgomery, and died. Gonsalus never
attempted to find the ore. In 1813, he told Niven what he
knew, and after thinking of the matter four years, the latter
hired Mudge to help him make a search. They were successful,
A quantity of the galena was sent to Doctor Mitchell and others,
chemists, who declared that it 'was valuable. Mr. Niven made
a confident of Moses Stanton, a neighbor, who, as well as )ludge,
insisted on sharing the profits of the discovery, and the three
became partners. Not long after, those who had analyzed the
ore were anxious to purchase the mine; but Niven & Co. could
not sell it. They were not its owners, and they could not ascer
tain who were. So the matter rested until 1836, each agreeing
to make no disclosure without the consent of all three. Their
secret, however, was revealed after it had been kept for almost
twenty years. Stanton had a habit of talking in his sleep, and
while his eyes were closed, spoke of the mine in such a 'war
that his son, who 'was 'present, had no difficulty in finding it!
The young man fonnel the owners, and made some five hundred
dollars by keeping his ears open while his father "dreamed
aloud! ,,*

In 1816, 1\11'. Niven removed to Monticello, where he kept the
hotel now owned by the brothers Morns. A few years there
after, he became an inhabitant of Bloomingburgh. 'Yhile the
Delaware and Hudson Canal Company were making their
canal, he was attracted to ,V'urtsborough once more. In 18~~7,

he retired from business, and for nearly thirty years filial
hands administered to his comfort and pleasure. He died in
Monticello, aged one hundred years.

Mr. Niven was made a Free and Accepted Mason when he
was twenty-one Jears old, and was ever afterwards warnilv
attached to that institution. At the time of hi') deuth. he was
probably the oldest ~I<~oll in the {;nited States, and wa..~ buried
according to the cnstoms of that ancient order. From an early

"Tom Quick. Thia statement was puhlishr«I hy UK npwards of twt:J1tJ years llgO.
We have evidence vi" its truthfulnes» written by Mr. ~hl·U Ul Ib,j:t
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period of his life, he was also a member of the Associate lle
formed Church of Scotland. He was yery liberal in his religious
opinions, and in his prime a sturdy defender with voice and
pen of what he considered Divine verities, He was a friend
and correspondent of Grant Thorburn (Laurie Todd) as long as
either could wield a gray goose-quill-was urbane and com
panionable, and was quick and impulsive, as well as fearless.

Henry Patmore, notwithstanding his respectability and intel
ligence, and his comfortable circumstances ill 1~12, as well as
the f~t ~a.t he was It. sol(!ier of the Hevolution, ?ecame very
poor In hIS old age, and died a pauper. He received a small
pension for hili military services; but it was not sufficient t-o
supply his necessities. Although an inmate of our county
asylum, he continued to command respect from his fellow-men,
and when he died (Sept. 26, IR35) the following notice of his
decease appeared ill the &1)ublica.n IValclaua.n. It was written
by one of the most respectable citizens of Sullivan:

"Died, in Thompson, Henry Patmore, Esq., a soldier of the
Hevolution, aged 7U Jt~ar8. He was for tunny years a resident
of Maluakating, and enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his
fellow-townsmen, who conferred on him the office of Justice of
the Peace, to which he was elected several times. 'Peace t-o
the ashes of the old soldier.'"

Mr. Patmore was long a resident of the town, and was elected
to an office there in the year 1799.

Elnathan Sears was born at White Plains, Westehe8ter county,
New York. Soon after the Declaration of Independence, he
joined the Continental arlllY. At the fall of Fort Montgomery,
he fell into the hands of the enemy, and foJ' a long time was
kept on board the " Jersey Prison-Ship," where, with other
patriots, he endured whnt must forever disgrace British arms,
Here he saw American patriots, rendered insane by the tortures
of hunger, thirst and cold, scrape verdigris from the foul copper
kettles which were used to cook their food, with which they cut
short their anguish. His sufferings, however, did not extinzuish
his ardor for liberty, No sooner was he liberated, than he lUl.st
ened to peril his life again in battle. He did not lay down his
arms until the last foe was driven from our soil. After the war
he was united in marriage with Mary Haight, of Crum Pond,
and lUOVOO to Montgoluery, in Orange county. About the Jenr
1790, he became a settler of Malllaka.ting, 'where he resided until
his death in IS-W. In 18tY2, he was elected a Menlber of As
semblv fro In Ulster county, and was the first resident within
the present t~n'itory of Sullivan who enjoyed that honor, if we
rU3~" except Cornelius C. Schoonmaker. He wax re-elected in
180H. 180n, 1812 and lRIH, and was made Sheriff of Sullivan in
1819. He also tilled other important public stations, By
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economy and industry he aecumulnted a fortune, from which he
dispensed to the poor with a liberal hand ; and not until he was
reduced by misfortune to actual want, did he deign to apply to
the government of his country for the pittance to which he was
entitled. For the IlL'St two or three JeH.r~ of his life, he endeav
ored to secure a final adjustment of his claims, and it is no less
melancholy than true, that the tardiness of Congress was the
indirect cause of his death.* Returning from .,\..ushington in
January, 1840, the cold and fatigue he endured, as well as the'
effects of hope deferred, terminated in a fatal disea..se. His
death occurred on the 2<1 of the following February, after he
had seen his four-score and third birthdav.

Doctor Theodore C. Van 'Yyck was ti gentleman of liberal
education. In early life he was attached to the navy of the
United States. He was descended from an old and respectable
Knickerbocker family ; but exhibited none of the real or fancied
traits of the Dutch or any other people. He was emphatically
an original character. He was upright, courteous, and refined
-honora.ble, chivalrous and dignified, so far as his inclinations
ruled him, yet his dailv life was an odd exeinplification of these
excellent traits. He did not burlesque the social code; but he
observed its requirements in an indescribably amusing manuer.
Many anecdotes are related of him, some of which are probably
fictions; but they are so well founded on his peculiar D10de of
speech and bearing, that it is impossible to detect the spurious.

It is said that on one occasion, he had a fine lot of hay in
cock, when a violent wind began to scatter it about. Ordering
his hired man to hold on to a heap, he threw his long body upon
one of the cocks, and kept his eyes upon the others. The gale
increased in violence-cock after cock sailed away on the wings
of the storm-the Doctor's agitation increased as his fodder
diminished, and when all had disa~pearetl except what was
under the two men, he sprang upon hIS feet and shouted, "Let
it all go to hell, sir! all go to hell, sir!"

* Mr. Sears' memorial contains the following: statement : He entered the service
of his country in 1776. under Captain James ~Iilhken, of Colonel Paulding's regiment,
and was in the battks of Lone' J81&nd, White Plains. and at the taking of Fort Mont
gomery. In the latter affair, aball penetrated his right It'g. and a bayonet his right
side. While his shoca were filled with blood, he WM prostrated by a 'blow from the
but of a gun, and trampled under foot, During' the next thirteen months, he W88 a
prisoner on board the ] ('rsey prison-fillip, and in the sugar-house ill Pearl street, except
a short time when he was in & hospital. Whilt·1 in prison, he suffered exerything Lus
death from cold and hunger. His feet were 80 badly frozen that the ends of IllS toea
dropped off. and he was unable to walk for three months after he was exchanged. His
snfferinga, however, did Dot extinguisb his patriotism, In 1779,he l'nli..ted ill Captain
Drake's company for the war, and nntil JUDC, 1783. served on the ~orth('rn frontier,
where hig bravery, fidelity and intelligence, won him the rank of Lieutenant of his
company, He subscquently reeeived a pension; but because his commission had been
destroyed accidentally, aml in consequence of the neglect of his superior officers rn
discharg-ing him from the army, he faH(~ to receive the pension due> to 011<> of his rank.
It was while seeking justice in this respect that he contracted the disease of which h.
died.

27
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Bevond using mild expletives of which Hades and perdition
are sj~onYlns, he had no vices. He paid much respect to the
practice of public worship-s-was a regular attendant and a
liberal supporter of the Church of his fathers; but beyond a
respectful and dignified, but silent demeanor in church and
pruyer-meeting, he was not known to go more than once.
There was a lively interest in religious affairs in Bloomingburgh,
Prayer-meetings were freqnent-e-several made a profession of
religion-the zeal of the Church increased day by day. The
Doctor attended the meetings, and his devout manner led his
pastor and others to hope that he was about to seek the gooe1
way; yet meeting after meeting was held, and it could not be
said of him. "Behold, he prayeth ! ,. So devout ann exeuiplnrv
seemed the Doctor, that the reverend geutlemun believed thut
but a little extra effort was needed to make him openly profess
a desire to join the ranks of the elect: so one evening, when all,
including the Doctor, 'were on their knees, the Dominie asked
him to lead in prayer. There 'was a solemn pc.l.use--n grave-like
silence-the tympanum of every ear was eager to catch the first
utterance from the Doctor's lips. But he was as silent as a
graven image. Thinking he had not heard the. first request, the
good man repeated it; whereupon the Doctor spoke, " Damn
it, sir! Damn it, sir! I pay you to pray, sir! JOu to pray, sir!"
He was not asked to pray publicly again.

The Doctor was an admirer of the ancient Greek poets, and
from them learned that the goad was in vogue among classic
Jehus. His mare-the animal he used when making profes
sional visits on and at the foot of the Shawangunk mountain
was a staid and undemonstrative beast, whose epidermis was
insensible to the lash. He manufactured a goad, and found that
its application greatly accelerated her pace. He was delighted,
and. thereafter, like one of Horner's heroes, when he wished the
mare to "deyour the road," he thrust half an inch of cold iron
into her hams. One pleasant day he determined to treat his
80n Charles to a ride. The lad's Inother arrayed the boy in his
most stylish finery-the Doctor ordered a spirited young horse
known as "the colt" to be harnessed and attached to his best
buggy, and away the father and son went. Both enjoyed the
ride very much until the Doctor fell into what is known as "a
brown study," when he gave the colt a vigorous thrust with the
goad. Instantly there was a vision of iron-shod. feet thrust
violently through a dash-board-a man and boy flying through
the air-an overturned and wrecked buggy-and a dissolving
view of splintered thills attached to a frantic horse. Charles
landed where some vagrant cows had deposited plenty of the
material from which modern chemists extract the "balm of a
thousand flowers.' Into and over this he rolled in such a way
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that he was smeared with it from head to foot. TIle Doctor,
'who was uninjured, cast a rueful glance at the fleeing horse, find
then turned his attention to the boy. Finding that the little
fellow, though frightened and filthy, was free from contusions
and broken bones, he took him up on the palms of his hands,
and holding him out at ann's length, made long hut dignified
strides homeward, knowing that Mrs, Vun 'Vyck would he
greatly agitated and alarmed as soon as the colt reached its
stable. Into her presence he strode, still holding the hoy on
his extended palms, and with the deferential courtesy of a Chester
field, calmed her fears: "He is not hurt, madam-e-not hurt;
but damnablv besmirched, madam-c-dnmnablv besmirched !'

Charles not only survived this, but other perils, and became
a Representative in' Congress, and a Brigadier-general of the
army of the Union.

"Thether these anecdotes are true or not, with others of a
similar character, thev have been current lUnDY venrs : and
their relation cannot detract an iota from the re~p~\cifnlJllflrnory
o~ ~ Jl.1an whom we esteemed highly through the changes and
vicissitudes of a quarter of a century.

Wurtsborough is situated on an inclined plane formed of tho
debris deposited by Saw-mill brook. The valley at this point
bears evidence that it was once much deeper than it is at
present, when the Neversink and perhaps the Delaware washed
the base of the Shawangunk. The streams from the western
hills have plowed deep gorges, and brought to the valley suffi
cient material to cover and conceal primeval forests, Those
who estimate this material properly, will see that it is sufficient
to raise the valley to its present altitude above the Delaware
and Neversink. Jacob Helm, an early settler of Wurtsborough, in
digging a mill-race, found it necessary to remove a large white
pine stump. Underneath this, about five feet from the surface,
he uncovered another stump as large as the other.

It has been said that each stratum of rocks is a leaf in the
history of the earth. In the mystical time when" darkness was
upon the face of the deep," what is now the summit of the
Shawangunk was the bed of a 'watery abyss 'which extended
from the Barrens eastward. The mountain is capped by Hudson
river slate, which covers its eastern side, while its western
declivity is of a different geological formation. On the western
side of the valley, in di~ging wells, the Hudson-river slate is
found. It dips under the bed-rocks of the Barrens, and is
evidently but a continuation of the upper stratum of the Shaw
angunk. The texture of this slate shows that it was formed
under deep and quiet waters, while the rocks which overlap it
at Wurtsborough exhibit traces of more energetic pluvial action.
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Hence we conclude that, in the pre-Adamite days, the great
north or north-western current spoken of by geologists, after
passing over Sullivan, found rest in a. vast reservoir of which
the Barrens was the western boundary, and that when the
Creator mede the rivers to flow oceanward in their appointed
channels, and the mountains to rear their majestic forms, those
dynamic forces which he employed to accomplish his pl1rpo~es

rent the rocks asunder, and caused the Shuwaugunk to rear its
head above the turbid waters, and greet his elder brothers of
the west. Our conclusions may be "fallible; but of this 'We art)
sure: if the book of nature is read aright, it will not differ from
the inspired volume.

In l~Ha or 1834, 'Vashington Irving, in company with "-ice
President "~{an Buren, visited " ...urtsborough. Soon nfter he
wrote a sketch in which he describes what he saw there in his
ever facile manner. .After declaring that the descendants of
Diedrich Knickerbocker were the first to discover and improve
this rich alluvial valley, he says:

"The traveler who sets out in the morning from the beautiful
village of Blooiuingburgh, to pursue his journey westward, soon
finds himself, bv an easy ascent, on the summit of the Shnwan
gunk. Before 11iJU will generally be spread an ocean of mist,
enveloping and concealing from his view the deep valley and
lovely village which lie almost beneath his feet. If be 1'(~P08e8

here for a short time, until the vapors are attenuated and broken
by the rays of the morning-sun, be is astonished to see the
ah.rs.'i before him deepening and opening 011 his 'Vision. At
length, far down in the newly revealed region, the sharp, white
spire of a village-church is seen, piercing the incumbent cloud;
and, as the day advances, a village, with its ranges of bright
colored hOU6CS and animated streets, is revealed to the admiring
eye. So strange is the process of its development, and so much
are the houses diminished by the depth of the ravine, that the
traveler can scarcely believe. he is not beholding the phantoms
of fairy-land, or still ranging in those wonderful regions which
are unlocked to the mind's eye by the wand of the goel of
dreams. But as he descends the western declivity of the moun
tain, the din of real life rises to greet his ear, and he soon
penetrates into the midst of the ancient settlements, of which
we haY8 before spoken.n

Johannes Masten came to Wurtsborough sometime during or
soon after the French war, and bought one thousand acres of
land of Elias and Moses Miller. His tract 'was situated. princi
pally north of the tun1pike, and a. considerable part of it was
very productive. He was a native of Kingston, of Dutch and
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French ancestry, and 8 man of l~e means, A pE'rson of that
name was a freebolder of Kingston m 1728-probably his father.

At the time Masten came to the valley, (according to a state
ment of Mrs. Daniel Litts, his daughter), the Hollow was a
dense wilderness, except where Jacobus Devens and Manuel
Gonsalus and his sons lived. She makes no mention of Conrad"
Bevier, although he must have lived south of "rurtsborough at
the time, and says that Pet-er Helm, 8. son of Michel Helm,
resided near her father's. She says that Devens' "fort" was
built around his house, and that soldiers were stationed there
during the Revolution to watch the Indians. Two of these
soldiers 'were her brother John ana a man named J acobus , ...an
Campen, a cousin of Abraham Van Campen, who 'was with
Lieutenant Graham's party when the latter were masacred in
the town of Neversink. John and Jacobus were in the woods
hunting partridges, one day, when John advised the other to
avoid places where there were dense undergrowths. This advice
was not followed, They became separated, and soon Litts
heard Van Campen scream. He ran towards him, and discovered
that the careless fellow had been taken prisoner by a party of
Indians. He could afford him no aid, and returned to the fort.
For seven years Van Campen was missing, when he returned to
the valley.

A gentleman and his wife, who were traveling toward Peen
pack to visit their relatives, were murdered by the savages
during the war for independence. Their names are not remem
bered.

Living in the valley was so dangerous, that Johannes Masten,
whose age rendered him exempt from military duty, removed to
Shawangunk, where he remained with his wife and such of his
children as were not in the army, until the declaration of peace.t
He then returned and re-occupied his farm. The Indians at
this time were so obnoxious that they did not dare to visit the
valley openly. Those who had been non-combatants during
the war, and had never met the savages in battle, were impla
cable; while the brave men who had roamed the 'western hills
with them in search of game previous to the war, and threaded
the intricate mazes of the Foul woods bevond the Barrens to
slay them at a. more recent time, now met them amicably. Mrs.
Litts, about the year 1786, was asked by Samuel Gonsalus
whether she had ever seen an Indian. As she 'was an infant
when her father removed to Shawangunk, she had seen none of
that race, and told Gonsalus that she had not. He then said to

• The early scribes of Mamakaung sometimes spelled this name Coonraught I See
·rown Record.

t His sons EzekiEl'\, .Jacob "nd .John were in tbfl AmE'lrican army. The first twn
received Pf'naions. EzE'lki(~l removed to Thompson, lost all his property, and died poor.
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her that if she would go to Peter Helm's, and look through a
" chink" in the wall of his house, she would see one. 1Vith
other children, she went to Helm's and discovered seven savages
eating their supper. This circumstance led her to believe that
Gonsalus and Helm were both tories, and she denounced them
as such to the day of her death, although official records prove
that they were whigs.

Johannes Masten paid five dollars per acre for the first land
he bought in the valley, and afterwards paid as high 8S ten. It
bore heavy burdens of wheat and Indian corn. After his return
from Shawangunk, he carted seven hundred bushels of wheat to
Esopus in a single year. This he had raised on his homestead,
besides what was consumed by his family, slaves and horses.
He probably owned more negroes than any other resident of
the county.

Notwithstanding his large possessions, he was a veritable
Nimrod. 'Ve are assured that he once killed three deer at one
shot. The manner in which this was done is as follows: The
animals came to one of his maize-fields at night to feed on the
silk, of which they are very fond. He laid in wait for them,
armed with a musket which was heavily charged with buckshot.
After watching an hour or two he saw a respectable drove of
antlered bucks and their demure consorts, and at a favorable
moment fired between two rows of the maize. The next morn
ing, he and his negroes found the three deer dead in the field.

Jacob Gumaer, a descendant of one of the original proprie
tors of the Peenpack patent, Wilhelmus Kuykendall, a man
named Litts, and other settlers of Dutch and French extraction,
were added to the settlement from time to time. Litts removed
to Pennsylvaniu ; but his son Daniel returned and married a
daughter of Johannes Masten, and became an early settler of
Thompson.

Mamakating at this time was emphatically a Dutch neighbor
hood. Dutch, with an admixture of French, was the common
language, and Yankees were seldom met with. The dweIlings
were in the Dutch style, and constructed more for utility and
comfort than beauty. \Vashington Irving, in his Legend of
Malua.kating Hollow, says they were modeled after a hen-coo~.

Of course, he slanders these simple and worthy people; for their
houses were as good and better than their neighbors.

In 17~)O, a school was opened near Wurtsborough by John
King, who received one dollar per quarter for teaching each
pupil, and wus boarded by his patrons. He was thus emplolred
for one year, when he was succeeded by John Youngs, of FIsh
kill, who continued the school for thirteen months, when he
died. Previous to 1790, it does not appear that the means of
education were better than what was afforded in the home-circle.
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That some of the children were taught to read and write is
proved by the Town Records; for the first white child born in
the valley discharged official duties for several years which re
quired at least a limited education.

The ;young undoubtedly labored under many disadvantages,
particularly if they were anxious to consummate their matri
monial inclinations. 'Vhen an amorous jeugd 'Wished to con
vert a kerel into a uiif, he was obliged to travel many miles to
find a dominie or a civil officer to forge the marriage-chain. As
late as 1796, Daniel Litts had to take his betrothed to Hopewell,
where they were married.

Manuel Gonsalus 3d, at an early day, built a grist-mill on
Gumaer brook. The bolting was done by hand, and the estab
lishment was of no importance beyond being convenient to the
few settlers of the valley.

The early Dutch inhabitants of Peenpack, and the occupants
of the Malllakating Farms, ga.ve names to all the streams, (kils.)
brooks, (kiltjes.) mountains and hills, (bergs,) ill their neighbor
hoods. These old names have generally. been forgotten; but
there are yet (1873) a few descendants of the pioneers of the
valley who are familiar with them. One of these persons
(Colonel Masten of 'Vurtsborongh,) an intelligent gentleman of
the old Dutch school, has furnished us with most of the follow
ing facts, which were told him by Samuel Gonsalus and others
in his vouth :

1. Bashnskill north of Wurtsborough, was known as Lysbets'
kil, (Elizabeth's creek). There was generally but one daughter
in each Gonsalus family, and she was christened Elizabeth.
The stream was named after one of these girls. (This cannot
be so, because Lysbet, Betje, Basha, Bessie, etc., are equiva
lents, and the name was known in the valley before the Gousalus
family located there. See Minisink and Hardenbergh patents.
If Betje or Bashe was a white woman, she lived at Peenpack.)

2. South of Wurtsborough, the stream was called Maniaoottou
river. Mumecotton, (or correctly, Mamakating,) is an Indian
word, the meaning of 'which is lost.

3. Pinekill. This was the true Bashaskill. On it was the
tract of land known as Basha's land. 'Vestbrookville was once
Bashasville, Tradition says that Basha was a squaw who was
the Queen of her tribe or clan, and lived on the banks of the
creek. According to a descendant of Dirck Van Keuren West
brook, the first white settler at Westbrookville, her name was
Bsha Bashiba, and her bones may be found in an old Indian
burial-place in that neighborhood. Notwithstanding all this,
we believe the word Basha is the Dutch diminutive for Eliza
beth. Almost every Dutch woman of that name is still desig
nated by the pet sobriquet of Betje or Bashee, and in the



III not a roumaker, a nU181, turbulen\

HISTORY 01' SULLIVAN COUNTY.

old records of the precinct the vallel in the vicinity of the ereek
is styled bv an English clerk, Bessie 8 Land. Nothwithstanding
the wonl Basha is of Dutch origin, the name may have belonged
to a snnk 8qua or squaw-sachem, as the aborigines sometimes
bore the names of white people. That an Indian Queen had
her seat of government at Bessie's Land is a favorite tradi
tion, and the antiquarian who proves that it is a baseless fiction
will not be honored in the valley of Mamakating.

4. Oak Brook, by the Dutch, was called Aka A,~7ij(', from the
oak trees which grew by it, Aka is a oormption of the Dutch
name for that tree, (eil:..)

5. Manarza Smith. Spring. This was the Groot Yaugh Huytt
Fonlainc-Great Hunting House Spring. The last word (fon
taine) is French, and is equivalent to the English word fountain.
There 'were numerous yaugh or hunting-houses in old times,
along the frontier from the Paaquary mountains to Albany. A
yaugh house was as uncertain a monument by which to bound
land as a blue mountain.

6. G,"a.haln'.~ Brook was the OUeUe kil (Oil creek) of the Dutch
-not because petroleum, but the butternut, was found there in
abundance. The early settlers extracted oil from this nut,
Hence the name of oil creek.

7. Sandy Brown Brook-Lang Steen lril{je, (Long St-one brook.)
from a peculiarity of the stones found there.

8. Pa:Jt's Brook, On this was bestowed the somewhat pro
fane cognomen of Roumaker's Hel, (Saddler's Hell,*) frOID the
following incident: A saddler traveling through the neighbor
hood on a lean and half-starved horse, had occasion to cross the
brook at the usual fording-place. At this point the mud WaR

very deep and very adhesive. The~ difficulties were easily
overcome by the powerful, 'well-fed animals of the Dutch farm
ers; but they were too great for the lean beast of the roumaker.
'Yhen it reached the middle, it was irretrievablv mired-fast. in
the mud-s-with its rider on its hack! In vain "the unfortunate
saddler thumped with his heels, and applied his whip with all
the force of his arms. His horse could not move a step, and
he was afraid to alight in the mud. There was danger that he
'would sink into it too. He hallooed, No one replied. He
screamed; he yelled; he cursed; he blasphemed until he was
hoarse and exhausted. How he was extricated tradition does
not inform us; but we presume he was finally rescued by a
traveler; otherwise his adventure would not have been known,
nor the name of Saddler's Hell given to the brook to commemo
rate his misfortune.

9. Stanton Brook. This was Scufftite kiltje or Breakfast brook.
------ - -- ..._--_ ... ----

• we &U6~t our mforma.nt is mistaken,
fellow?
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The people of Peenpack, when they started for Esopus, gener
ally managed to get here in time to eat their morning meal
Hence the name.

10. Sam-Mil! Brook was the Cline YavfI"h H'U1/8 ~,,7U~, or the
Little Hunting House brook. It runs near the site of the old
Cline Yauqh l1uY8 1t]J da Lerq, or the Little Hunting House on
the hill, the spring of which is so well known to surveyors,

11. ...4ora IHUIl Stu uton IJrook. On the banks of this brook
was a dense growth of rhododendrons and other evergreens,
which completely overshadowed it. Hence it was called Donkera
Gut l.·iltje-Dark Hole brook. It is sometimes styled Laurel
brook in the ancient records of the precinct.

12. Schoo! House Brook, This brook was the ..~fa1"'iUe'8
kiltje of early days. It 'was 80 designated because Samuel
Gonsalus, when a young man, in crossing it with Maritje, the
daughter of Michel Helrn. applied his whip to his horses, which,
being spirited, started suddenly, and she was thrown into tho
brook. She was on the back seat, and went over the tail-board.
\Yhen Gonsalus cheeked the speed of his horses, and looked for
her, he found her comfortably seated in the brook, enjoying
what is known in these days as a sitz or hip-bath. 'I'he accident
was the source of much merriment at the time. The place
where it occurred is the Maritje's Gat" of the old records.
.~lan·Ue's ldl{jtJ was subsequently called 'Vitch's brook.

lB. Gwmaer Brook 'was lJlanueJ:s "...iltje, and named after
Manuel Gonsalus.

14. Devens' Brook was Devens' k-iltje.
15. Roaring Brook is a translation of the original name-

RO'118'l7aL 'h~IUe.

16. Henry's Brook was Plane X'"17Ue j i. e. Flat brook, which
indicates that it has but little, if any, current.

17. Summitville Brook was lJO.ng"B)"ug kilt]e, or Long Bridge
brook. For some distance there was a swamp on each side of
it, over which a causeway of logs 'was built.

18. Sandburqh. The Dutch name was Zonfherg, or Sand-hill.
It 'was applied to a hill, and as the appellation of a stream of
water is ridiculous. No creek can be a hill of sand. The
original name of the creek was Zontkil, and it is so designated
in old mnps.

The Dutch element predominated in Mamaka.ting Hollow
until the close of the last century. The settlers were generally
substantial and prosperous, but lacked the restless energy and
untiring activity of the Yankees. It may be said of them that

• We applied to an ancif:'nt Dutch matron (or a translation or this name', first gi~g
her a brief history of this particular gaL Our simplicity or something else, caused ht'r
to laugh 80 immodl·ntdy, wht-ne"er the gat WaH aJ.luclt'<l to. that ~he failed ~
cnlightt'D us.
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they acquired wealth by slow and sure means. Notwithstending
they were plodding and laborious, they were not destitute of
enjoyment. In them Dutch stolidity was ameliorated by a
slight infusion of French vivacity, so that they possessed a quiet
capacity for happiness, and were content in their limited sphere.
They were satisfied with their daily blessings and comforts, and
di~ not long for pleasures which many eyer seek, but never
enjoy.

'I'he influx of Yankees commenced about the year 1790. The
first of importance was Captain David Dorranceru native of
Windhanl county, Connecticut. His family took a conspicuous
part in the colonization of the territory of ",.yoming by the
people of his native colony, and he had served with much credit
m the Revolutionary army, which he entered as a sergeant, and
was soon after promoted for meritorious conduct. In 1776t
'Whi le his regiment was engaged at Mon'isania, in 'Yestchester
county, he was so severely wounded that he was unable to
perform military duty for more than a 'year. \\ih~n he recovered,
he rejoined his regiment, and was selected by General 'Yash
ington to serve with other officers and soldiers in a corps under
the Marquis de la Fayette. The troops of this corps, as a
compliment to their distinguished general, were the finest of the
army. Dorrance was soon after made a lieutenant, and then a
captain, in which capacity he served until the close of the war.
He was in the battle of Monlllouth and other important engage
ments, and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis. After peace
was declared, and our country freed from the dominion of Great
Britain, he found that the effects of his wound and the hard
ships he had endured, rendered him unable to endure the
fatigues of physical labor. Under these circumstances he was
advised to apply for a pension; but with that greatness of soul
'which marked his character, he refused to do so, alleging that
he would never become an expense to his country so long us he
could avoid it.*

Some time previous to 1790, he visited Southern Ulster for the
purpose of buying furs and peltries of the frontier-trappers and
hunters. Finding the unoccupied land south of Mauraketing
Farms, cheap and fertile, and covered with a heavy burthen of
'white pine, hickory, oak, and other valuable timber, he deter
mined to buy a large tract, and settle on it, with such of his old
neighbors of Connecticut as he could induce to join him. With
this object in view, he bought one thousand acres of Colonel
Ellison, an extensive operator in real estate of that day. 'I'his
lot was south of the turnpike, and embraced the farm now
owned by the Morrison fa.mily of 'Vurtsborough. Captain

• SulliY&n Whig, July 3d, 1852.
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Dorrance paid one dollar per acre for it. He soon afterwards
bonght Gl3 acres of Hendrick Smith. The last mentioned tract
adjoined the other on the south, and covered the Chichester
farm. For three hundred dollars, he sold 150 acres of this
land to Ephraim Smith, and for a. like sum the same quantity of
land to Cogswell Kinne, a brother of Nathan Kinne, one of the
early settlers of Thompson.

Samuel Dimmick, the progenitor of the well-known family of
that name, was then a young physician in Dorrance's native
place, and Charles Baker was a young man of stalwart frame
and fine education. Dorrance induced them to remove to Mama
kating by offering to pay the expenses of their journey. Dim
mick at first found but little employment in this new and
sparsely inhabited region. Patients were few in number, and
the people generally poor. However, he met with so much
encouragement that he went back to "'''indham county to fulfill a
matrimonial contract with Sophia Greenslip, an amiable and
excellent lady, who proved a helpmeet indeed to the struggling
young doctor, as well as the mother of a very respectable
family. There are people yet living who bear testimony in
favor of this brave and accomplished woman, who did not con
sider it beneath her station to teach a school, when the money
thus earned was necessary to the support of herself and husband.
The exertions of the young couple in time were well rewarded,
and they found the wherewithal to secure a comfortable subsist
ence. At an early day he became a resident of Bloomingburgh,
where the name of DImmick has since been synonymous WIth
social and intellectual excellence.

The difficulties in reducing the wild lands of Captain Dor
rance to cultivated farms may be estimated from the annexed
facts: On his premises, nearly opposite Doctor Morrison's south
barn, was a white pine tree which measured twenty-one feet in
circumference. This giant of the woods was prostrated by first
applying the axe to its immense bole as long as practicable, and
then finishing the work with a cross-cut saw. About fifteen
feet from the ground it had two branches, each as large as an
ordinary tree. It made ten logs, the largest of which was five
feet in diameter, and it was necessary to hew away its upper
and lower sides before it could be cut into boards. This tree
was sold for ten dollars as it stood-a sum equal to what ten
acres of the land had cost Dorrance. Portions of its stump
and roots 'were visible a few years ago. Such a tree would
now be worth from one hundred and fifty to two hundred
d

~,

ollars,
Captain Dorrance for a considerable time was the only Justice

of the Peace in the town. As clergymen were scarce, he was
often called upon to marry the sons and daughters of the valley,
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and the dwellers of the woods west of the Hollow. Doctor
Silas Loomis, Eli Roberts, Charles Harding', Colonel Mudge
and other local celebrities were married by him,

Wilhelnll.1s Kuvkendall, Zachariah Durland and David Dor
ranee, were the original owners of the Stanton graveyard. The
latter died ,June 23, 1822, aged 71 years, and was buried in this
yard, During his residence in l\Iamakating, he 'was honored
and respected. He contributed much to the growth and pros
perity of the valley. Ann, his widow, survived him fourteen
Years. Their children were, 1. Elisha Ho, born September 23,
i 787; 2. John, l\I:lrch 23, 1789; 3. Benjamin n, June 2, 1791;
4. Samuel, January 23, 179~; 5. George, March ] 7, 1797;
6. Nancy, May 26, 17~.9; 7. Frances, August 30, I~OlJ; 8. Ca
tharine, February 17, 1803; 9. David, July 30, 1805; 10. Charles,
JallUary 30, 1808.

Of his ten children, Georee is the only one 'who is now a
resident of 'Yurtshorough. Benjamin B. was a resrectable
physician, and has heen dead many years. John .Iier on the
7th of December, lS;34, and was a man highly esteemed and
widely known. He was noted for his business-enterprise, as
well as for his 'wit and reminiscences of old times. He well
remembered the friendship of Governor Morris for his father
s friendship which led him while passing from Albany to New
York, in the early days of this century, to turn from his route
and travel forty miles to visit 'Vurtsborough. He C3 me in grea t
state, with a retinue of outriders and other attendants, filling
the breasts of all 'with awe, and particularly the youngsters of
the Hollow, who, in their seclusion, had never dreamed of such
state and splendor. John and his brother Elisha retreated, as
they supposed, to secure hiding places; but were found by their
father, who dispatched them to the Basha's kill to catch trout
for the dinner of the zreat man and his family.

1'\-nen the Ne'wbur~h and Cochecton turnpike was surveyed,
John carried the cham from Bloomingburgh to Cochecton, and
during his life was more or less identified with the improvements
which were desi~ed to advance the interests of his neighbors
and friends. \Vuen the first attempt was made to drain the
Bashas-kill swamp, he contracted to do the work, and performed
the job according to the plan of those who gave it to him. In
1826, he was extensively engaged in mercantile pursuits ; but
took a mile-section of the canal at Wurtsborough to construct.
..liter this was comJ>leted, he contracted to finish another section
on the Delaware nver at Butler's Falls, Here, by the sliding
of earth and rocks from a high embankment, one of his legs
'was broken and crushed, which lamed him for life. He was
afterwards associated with George Law in a contract on the
Chenango canal, and with Samuel Roberts on the Mauch Chunk
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canal, ana ~ngHg('d in ~radillg a section of the New York and
Erie railroad at Deposit, and another on the Newburgh branch.
He also mn.lc :l. hid to build the Croton Aqueduct and Dam ;
but the contract wns awarded to Roberts & Co., who proposed
to do the work for a. trifle less than his offer. Besides this, he
was Iar~~ly engagt'cl in the lumber-business, and under a lease
from Livingston, cut near the Neversink oyer a million feet of
lumber annuullv for several years. From these ventures he
would have St~·l"nred a fortune, if those with whom he was
associated hall been as honorable and upright as he 'was
himself,

J ohn Dorrance was a prominent and reliable politician. He
presided at the first meeting which nominated De 'Yitt Clinton
for Governor, It was held at the house of Peter Miller, in
1Vurtsborough, nnd was attended by Doctor Holland of Massa
chusetts, Ge~ll)lal Henry :\Iontgom~ry,David Hunter and other
prominent men. He was also an expert angle.r and hunter, and
countless were the victims of his rod and ririe."

...After the completion of the Delaware and Hudson canal,
Ireland uddod lnrgely to the population of the valley. A.mong
the early inunigrnuts from the Green Isle were Felix and Patrick
Kelly, who were for several years merchants of 'Yurt~borough.

Felix became one of the most influential democratic politicians
of Sullivan. In 1840, he was elected Sheriff of the county, and
subsequently served three years under 'Yillian1 Gumaer as
Under-sheriff. He was nominally a Roman Catholic. .At the
time of his election, there was a vcry stubborn prejudice against
meu of his religion, aud to defeat him, a report was circulated
that he had, in bnrJin~ one of his children, observed some of
the customs of the Irish Roman Catholics!

Charles Baker was a native of 'Yindhanl county, Connecticut,
and, as we have already stated, was induced to move to Mama
kating by Captain Divill Dorrance in 17!)(j or 1797. Very
little is known of his early life. His father, Roswell Baker,
was a small funner-s-a pluin, hard-working 11lnn-poor, but of
excellent repute among his neighbors. Charles was a bright
lad, very fond of reading, and managed in some way to acquire
a better education than the generulity of bOYR of Lis station in
life. In 17~;(j, he graduated at Dartmouth College soon aftt r
Daniel Webster became a student in that institution, and well
remembered the puny lad who subsequently became so famous
as an orator and statesman.

Baker engaged ill teaching school in Mamakating and the
surrounding country, and when not thus employed, made shin
gles, and worked for farmers and lumbermen. It was not

·JohD w. Hasbrouck,
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uncommon to see him pass to and from his work with his ax on
his shoulder. He was poor, and seemingly without a prospect
of rising above the common level; but resolved to perform his
part sturdily and bravely in whatever position circumstances
assi~ed him.

"hile teaching in Shawnngunk, he got acquainted with n Mr.
Bruyn, who became his friend and benefactor. Through BruYD'S
influence he entered the law-office of 'Yilliam Ross of Newburgh,
as a student.

After Baker was licensed as an attorney, be returned to
1\Iamakating and opened an office in Bloomingburgh, then the
most flourishing business-place in what is now Sullivan county.
He 'was a man of undoubted talent, of more than average learn
ing as a lawyer, and much addicted to original thought and
expression. So unusual and amusing "·ere his sayings, that he
was the central figure to which all eyes were directed in what
ever society he appeared. This peculiarity became more and
more obvious as he advanced in years, and the habit of intemper
ance, which blasted his life, gained a firmer dominion oyer him.
Whenever intoxicated he laid aside whatever reserve character
ized his sober hours, and gave a free rein to his witty and
caustic propensities. He usually indulged his unfortunate habit
when attending court, and some of his happiest forensic displays
were made when he was under the influence of rum. We have
heard it asserted that the gravity of the bench on such occasions
was sometimes preserved by using a cambric handkerchief as a
gag, 'while bar, and jury and spectators were convulsed 'with
laughter.

Baker detested shams of all kinds. Although of humble
origin-a child of the people-he was at heart an aristocrat.
In politics he 'was a federalist, and believed that certain classes,
and particularly the legal profession, should monopolize posi
tions of honor and responsibility. This will more fully appear
from the following relation:
.~ During the first quarter of this century, Samuel Freer edited

and published at Kingston a newspaper entitled '1'he Ulster
Gazette. Freer, like Duker, 'was of the federal party. In his
old age, when he 'was a pauper, he boasted that Alexander
Hamilton wes his personal friend. In early times, post-offices
were few and far between, and public journals were often
delivered to subscribers by carriers. Freer was his own carrier.
When each weekly edition of the Gazette was printed, he filled
his saddle-bags with the damp sheets, mounted his old mare,
and with his pipe in his mouth, started for Peenpack. After he
re.ached that ancient Dutch settlement, he retra~ed his steps to
"urtsboro~h, (then Rome,) and from that point crossed the
Barrens to I'hompson ; from thence he went to Fallsburgh,
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Neversink and ",Vnwan\ing, and from there home. He was R
kind-hearted, genial man. By visiting people at their homes,
bringing with him the news and gossip of the day, and not
assuming airs of superiority, he became ,·cry popular with the
masses.

In time he aspired to 8 seat in Congress, The federal
lawyers of the district regarded his pretensions with amnzement
and contempt. Should this upstart printer be preferred to one
of their exclusive order? No! Heaven forbid! Awav with
him! There 'was one lawyer, however, whom Freer believed
was his friend. That lawyer was Charles Baker. Freer relied
on him-s-coufided in him-s-counseled with him. He canvassed
the district and believed that he would have a small majority in
the nominating convention. Baker 'was a delegate, and was
supposed to be Freer's friend; but in the convention turned the
scale against him. Freer was indignant and reproached Baker
'with his perfidy, when the latter coolly told him that a man of
his calling was unfit for an honorable posit.ion. Freer replied
bitterly, "Such a sentiment shoul(~ blister your tongue!" and
was Baker's enen1Y to the day of Ins death.

Baker himself was several times a. candidate for office; but
was never elected until he joined the democratic party, when
the voters of l\Ialuakating made him an Inspector of Common
Schools. He was run for the Assembly in 1809, 1810, 1816,
1817 and 1823; and in 1821 for Member of the Constitutional
Convention. His successful competitor was generally a farmer
or mechanic. In 1832, he desired the democratic nomination
for Representative in Congress; but he was elbowed a~ide by
Charles Bodle, a wagon-maker, So far as concerns him, the
doctrine i)f compensation in this life seems to have been
verified.

Baker's blows 'were like those given with 3. mace rather than
a Damascus blade. His wit was ponderous and coarse; and on
that account suited to the time in which he lived. His weapon
was not so keen that his victims were obliged to shake their
heads to ascertain 'whether they were decapitated. He generally
reduced the head itself to a jelly with a single effort.

Sometime during the war of 1812-15, Baker received a circn
lar from a committee of federalists, the object of which was to
induce him and other members of that party to throw obstacles
in the way of a successful prosecution of the war, Baker,
although Ii federalist, was a warm friend of his country, and felt
DO sympathy for its enemies. The circular had an effect unlike
that which its authors anticipated so far as he was concerned;
for ·he forthwith denounced them, and with Jacksonian impetn
osity induced part of a militia company of which he was a
lieutenant to go with him" to the front."
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Th}~ companJ had been commau.led by C(:l~t~in Thomas Bull
of '" urtsborough, who had evaded a requisition of Governor
'I'orupkins, because his wife would not consent to his going into
the army.

Lieutenant Baker's COlnpan)" not being full, an order was
issued to consolidate it with a COlll]Jall)" under the command of
a. captain whom Baker did not esteem yery highly. Baker was
indignant, and in his emphatic manner declared that his men
should not be commanded by any one but himself, They were
his neighbors and friends, and had volunteered to serve under
him, and it was an insult to them to place over them a stranger.
He called on his ~:rlgal1it.~r-gencral to remonstrate, A stormy
interview took place. Baker was insolent and insubordinate ;
and was arrested and tried by U military court for his offense.
He was found guilty, and sentenced to be reprimanded, and to
make an apology to the insulted officer. On the day designated
for carrying the sentence into ~trt~~t, the regiment was paraded,
and the General, mounted in full uniform, placed himself in
front of the line, while his cur-dog stood by the side of his horse,
regarding Baker with appurent displeasure. After a grave and
formal reading of the repriuiund, Baker, bareheaded and minus
his sword, bowed obsequiously to his offended superior, and
said: " Sir, in obedience to the order of the court-martial, I
ask your pardon; and Slr, ~Lowing still lower) I ask pardon of
your horse ; and Sir, (bowing again) I also ask pardon of
your dogJ" An aruple apology is generally satisfactory; but
there was too much of this. At lt~<lst so thought the General
as he retired hastily from the tit·l,] with his horse and dog, and
a very red face, while the troops roared with laughter."

Baker was a duelist. III earl \- Iif«. for some real or fancied
insult, he challenged 'ViIliaUl Ho~ ()f X-wburgh. l{os8 was a.
man of considerable talent, had been Baker's legal preceptor
and was a prouiiuent politician, He WLl~ a ~Iember of ...Assembly
for several :rears, the Speaker of that branch of the Legislature
in 1811, and represented the ~lidtlle District in the Senate for
eight ycar~, commencing with 1815. For some cause not known
to us, Hoss, though not deficient in courage, refused to fight
Baker. 'Yhen the latter found that !{ORS would not meet him,
hi" wrath was boundless, and he posted the other on the town
pump as a "poltroon, liar and coward."

Two 01' three years before his death, a stale practical joke
was P('l1)ctl'ated at Buker's t'XlWl1St~ by several graceless wags
of ~cwLnrgh, wherp h« thou practiced law. One of them
annoyed the old man nntil he said something which was con-

*.A similar anecdote i~ rvlated in Ituttenbcr's History of Xcwhurgh of Phineas
~wm~n. a .111.'tl'(1 legal wa~ t:~ that town. This of Lakvr was written by.us and pub
tishoo in a NcwLurJ.Jh paper thirteen year~ before Ituttenber's work watl printed,
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stmed into an insult. Baker received a challenge, and prolnytly
accepted it. The belligerents met on the ice opposite New
burgh, 'with seconds, a surgeon, rilles, etc. The rifles were
loaded with nothing but powder. The principals were placed
opposite each other, and the word given, when Baker, who was
an old deer-hunter, aimed as deliberately as if about to shoot a
buck, and fired. His adversary fell, groaning, and a red fluid
gushed from a bladder under his vest, and made a crimson
puddle beside his convulsed body. The surgeon hastily exam
ined the apparently dying man, and then approached Baker,
and said: " Sir, I regret to inform you that Mr. -- is mortally
wounded. You will do well to avoid the unpleasant conse
quences which may follow his death." Baker was standing bolt
upright in his "position." "Umph!" said he in reply to the
surgeon; "D-n him, Sir, I knew I'dJluIDp him! " He then
walked deliberately to his office, as . nothing unusual had
happened.

In the days of Alexander Hamilton, Baker was enraged when
anyone spoke disrespectfully of his party or its distinctive
policy. Going on horseback from Mamakating Hollow to
Bloomingburgh, he encountered Alexander Brown, 'who was
also mounted and traveling in the same direction. Their con
versation was conciliatory and very pleasant until Brown, who
was an admirer of Thomas Jefferson. got into a political con
troversy with Baker, and censured the federalists with much
asperity. Instead of the small, light 'whip usually carried by
equestrians, Baker had one six or eight feet in length. With
this he told Brown he would flog him if he did not there and
then apologize and retract what he had said. Instead of doing
as Baker required, Brown, who 'was greatly the physical inferior
of the two, put spurs to his horse, and thus got beyond the
reach of Baker's snapper. Baker at once started in pursuit.
He had the best horse, but no spurs, and his whip was so long
that he could not lash his animal with it. However, he found
U persuaders" to rapid locomotion in his heels and the but of
his 'whip, with which he thumped the belly and ribs of his steed
until he imagined he had gained so much on the democrat that
he could reach his shoulders with the lash. He would then
raise in his stirrups, throw his body forward, and strike at
Brown with great fury, The latter, hearing or feeling the whi{>,
would then plunge his spurs desperately once more into hIS

horse, and widen the distance between himself and the burlesque
Nemesis raging behind him. Thus the two men tore along the
mountain road, and down the declivity to Bloomingburgh, at
the :pE!ril of their lives, forgetting that a misstep or a stumble
of either horse would probably launch its rider into eternity.
Into Bloomingburgh they came like a whirlwind, arousing all

28
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the dogs and idlers of the moin street of that VIllage. The
pursuit did not terminate until several citizens threw themselves
between Baker and the object of his wrath.

The evening of Baker's life 'was overshadowed by the mists
and clouds which usuallv obscure the close of an improvident
and dissipated career. He was poor and alone. "I'is true, he
was not friendless; neither was he an object of public charity.
Friends managed in SOllie "ony to give him professional employ
ment in Newburgh, so that he obtained the necessaries of life.
and to a certain'-degree preserved his self-respect, The heart
of the proud old mau would have broken if he had been a
pauper. But he was a sad wreck, and more than anything else
resembled a Inangy old Iion-c-majesty and degradation were so
mixed up in him, While strolling through the streets of New
burgh, in the full of lK:i7, we saw him through the open door of
a low saloon, surrounded hy worthless negroes and more 'worth
less whites, who were teasing him to elicit those amusing out
bursts of passion which rendered him so unlike other men. He
died in :xewburgh on the 7th of 1\1a:;, 1~39.

The valley from Basha's-kill swamp to the Shawnee's-bergh,
or Council-hill, was known as Mamakating Farms to the early
settlers. ""hen the Yankees obtained a foothold ill the 11011(,,\:,
they counted all the mountain-peaks they could set', and with
ambitious views, called the place, Rome, hoping no doubt that
it was the site of a future city which would include in its bound
aries the surrounding hills. It retained the name of the
eternal city as lat« (lS iK12, in which year its first church (Dutch
Refol'nletl) was built. This edifice, aft-er a profane rite then too
much in vogue, was named the Church of Home," a designation
which foreshadowed its ultimate use, for it has been owned and
occupied by the Roman Catholics for many Jears.

Some time after the completion of the Newburgh and Cochec
ton turnpike, and the establishment of a post-office, the official
designation of the village was l\Iamakating, while the popular
appellation was "Malum)" Cotton Holler." Mamakating con
sisted of about a score of houses clustered around the corners
of the turnpike and the old Minisink road.

\Vhen the Delaware and Hudson canal was opened, those
who controlled that improvement believed tha.t this point
would be the most important one on the line of their work, and
they gave it the name of 'Vurtsborough, as a compliment to the
~entleman who had originated the canal, and without whose
indefatigable labors it would never hate been constructed. It

.It was then a custom, when the frame-work of a church was raised, tor one of the
workmen to ascend to the highest point, where he swung a jug of rum a certain
number of times around his head, throwing it to the ground when the last circle was
performed, and shouting the name of the church.
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was pronounced the most important point between the Dela
ware and Hudson. Maurice 'Yurts himself, in conlpany with a
gentleman named Draper, engaged in business here as a mer
-chant, and probably would have become a resident, if he had not
been compelled to ahandon other pursuits, and devote his entire
powers to save the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company from
financial ruin. If he could have assisted in developing the
natural advantages of the place, it requires no effort of imngina
tion to estimate the result. It would now be the most tlourisli
ina business locality of Sullivan.
'Vurt~borough was originally confined to a small space on

the benne side of the canal. It was gradually extended west
ward until the gap between it and the old village of Mamaka
ting was filled Hp. In 1830, the name of the post-office was
changed from Mumakating to 'Vurtsborough. Lyman Odell,
who was noted as the village-poet, as well as a profuse essayist,
was the first post-master after the alteration of the name.

As early as 1774, the eastern side of the Shawangunk was
settled from the Plattekill to the line betw~en the okl counties
of Ulster and Orange. The Records of Mumakating show that
the territory between the river and the summit of the mountain
was known as Shawangunk. In the ~'ear uumed, Benjamin
Depuy, Philip Swartwout and -Iaeob Gumaer put UPOll record
a road survey, in which they described the highway ns running
from the line of Colonel Thomas Ellis and ::\11'. Cornelius Bruyn,
at the Plattekill, through the premises of Robert :\Iilligan,
Stephen Carney, 8010111011 Terwilliger, widow )lcBride, -Iouuthan
Strickling, Samuel Palsen, Phineas Thompson and -Iolm )~oung,
to the precinct-line at Samuel Daley's. This road ran "jmder
the foot of the mountain," '* and there were other settlers on it,
as is proven bv the records of the next two or three years.

I{ohert and Peggy :\Iilligan located on the Stephen Norris
place before the savages abandoned that part of the country.
Their log-hut was in front of the Norris house. The alluvial
banks of the river ,'..ere dotted with wigwams. 'I'here was an
orchard in the vicinity, which had been planted by the red Ina11,
and which was afterwards known as the Indian orchard. The
whites were careful not to offend their savage neighbors, and
consequentlv lived on good terms with them until the latter
were induced to take up arms in behalf of the enemies of the
countrv. Thev then removed beyond the mountain, and never
returned eXt"ppt on predatory excursions. An account of one
of these will Le found in our chapter on the Lenni Lennpe,

On the Keeler Xorris farm was found a vault or cuche, which

... In 1789, the Commisaioners of Hiahways of ~b.makatiu;; not» the fact that the
Legislature of l;~~ added to the town t'u much of Wa111\111 as was wi-st (If Slunval.ubunk
river.
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had been used hy the Indians for storing maize. Its walls
'were formed of split logs, and it was four feet wide and six long.
Around it were dug-up stone-pestles and imperfectly shaped
Indian arrows.

Searsville commemorates the lllelllor~v of a geutlemau named
Sears. It is a pleasant village, near the county line, and was
at one time known as Burlingham. The latter name was given
in honor of Walter Burling, a. director of one of the turnpike
companies which were chartered in the present century.

Alfred B. Street, than whom no man has a more fond eye for
beauty, thus describes what is to be seen on ascending the
Shawangullk mountain from Bloomingburgh :

"\'~e will suppose it to be about sunset. You are climbing
the ascent by the steep, crooked, but wide and well-built turn
pike. Ever)" now and then, if JOu turn your head, delicious
fragments of rich scenery, will strike your eye-a roof or two
s spire-a stretch of meadow, with silver curves of running
water. Higher you ascend; and turning, broader prospects
spread out to Jour sight, until, arriving at the first and broadest
summit, JOU pause and look back. (Tpon each Hide of JOu are
the oaken '\"00d8 of the mountain, their tops gilded with the
mellow sun. Beyond, from the foot of the mouutain to the faint
blue waving line "'that proclaims the Hudson hills is a landscape
as glowing and lovely as erer blessed the eye, and gave ;), shock
of pleasure to the heart. There lies the beautiful village of
Bloomingburgh, with its roofs, its steeples and its l'OW8 of
poplars; thence extend league upon league of meadow, and
pasture, and grain-field, and clustered woodland, smiling in all
the witchery of those long-reaching black shadows-vistas of
soft, rosy Iight-s-dimpled Hpaces and flashing gleams, which that
splendid painter, Nature, scatters in the sweet hour of sunset so
profusely from her palette. Looking. more intently, the eye at
length reaches out and detects the minute and delicate touches
in the lovely picture. The dotting homesteads, set like birds'
nests amid their trees-the crouching barns-the scattered hay
stacks-the grouped cattle-the myriad lines of fences crossing
each other-the gray roads with black dots of travelers, striping
hill and valley-the green lanes-the differing colors of the
corn and gra.~s, and wheat-fields-the turns and reaches of the
flashing brooks-in short, all that make up a landscape of
exquisite rural beauty."

Bloomingbnrgh stands on elevated ground midway between
Shawangunk mountain and Assining river, and commands an
extended view of the highlands and lowlands in its vicinity.
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The mountain-range for twenty miles or more is within sight, 88
well as a considerable portion of Orange county and southern
Ulster. Fertile upland, forest-heights, rocky escarpments, a
winding river, and fruitful intervals, please the eye by giving
variety to the scene, which is rendered still more striking bv
the iron-horse which thunders along the mountain side, anCl
plunges into the bosom of old Shawangunk. Well did Wash
ington Irving, in one of his celebrated" Sketches,"'" pronounce
it "the beautiful village of Bloomingburgh."

The first house erected within the bounds of the village, was
built by Captain John Newkirk, on what has since been known
88 the "North Road." It was there in 1776, when William
Ellis settled in the neighborhood, and was in the old precinct
of Wallkill until the line between Wallkill and Mnmakating was
changed from the foot of the mountain to the Shawanguuk or
Assining river. Its site is a little back from the road, and,
unlike many first buildings in new localities, it was a frame-house.
It was one story high, and in it Captain John Newkirk kept
the original tavern of the place. A few years since, the bar was
still where the customers of Newkirk took their daily potntions,
its owner, Doctor Van Wyck, though A strict temperance-man,
having sufficient respect for antiquity to let the relic of old davs
remain-a sad monument of many squandered estates aDd
wrecked lives.

William Ellis moved from Peekskill, and settled on the farm
now (1873) owned by James Hare. At the time he came, there
was but one house in Bloomingburgh-the old Newkirk tavern.
He was the only support of his aged father and mother, and
therefore did not enlist to perform regular service in the Revo
Iutionarv army; but turned out with the few scattering militia
men of his vicinity to defend the l\Iamakating frontier whenever
it was attacked by savages or threatened, as well as to chastise
t-ory marauding-parties. They were often called to do duty at
Fort Devens, in Mamakating Hollow, Fort Gumaer, at P-een
pack, and the fortified house of Dirck V. K. 'Vestbrook, at
Bessie's Land. "Then the British General Clinton was making
hostile dem.onstrations upon the banks of the Hudson, these
militia-men marched for Fort Montgomery; but when they got
within three or four miles of it, they learned that it was in
possession of the enemy, and returned to their homes. If they
had reached the fort before it was taken, Ellis would have been
killed in battle, or perhaps died in some loathsome prison from
starvation and exposure. This sturdy patriot lived in Mama.
kating sixty-eight years, and died there on the 24th of Feb
ruary, 1845, aged 90 years. During a long life, he sustained

• "Bani Swartz, • marvelous Tale of Mamabting Hollow."
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the reputation of a truly honest man, and an uncompromising,
unflinching advocate of political and religious liberty.

Soon after the Revolutionary war, William "~ighton & Co.
opened a store about a mile south of the village, William
Harlow a tavern two miles north, and "Cronimus" Felter near
the Plattekill. III 1784, a school was opened in Bloomin~burgh

by a Mr. Campbell, and a grist-mill built on the river by Joshua
Campbell. These facts indicate early and rapid advances in
that locality.

The nume of Bloomingburgb was bestowed on the Fourth of
July, about the year 1812, when it was proposed by James
Newkirk, and selected from a number of others suggested bv
residents of that period. Samuel King, of Revolutionary
memory, who had repeatedly held the offices of Town Clerk and
Supervisor, was the orator of the day, and acted as sponsor.

The village was incorporated by an act of the Legislature
passed April 26th, 1833. At the first election, the following
officers were chosen: Alpheus Dimmick, Cornelius Wood and
Stephen Belknap, Trustees; Gabriel S. Corwin, Clerk; and
Theollore C. V'an ,Vyck, Treasurer. The corporation seal U is
the impression of that side of a United States dime on which
is the figure of an eagle." The bounds of the village extend
one mile west from the centre of Shawangunk river, and north
ana south on each side of the Newburgh and Cochecton turn
pike about one-third of a mile.

Until the completion of the Hudson and Delaware canal,
Bloouiingburgh was a place of considerable business. Its
merchants dealt largely in lumber from the interior of the
county. Those who manufactured and carted it over the moun
tains,"generally exchanged it for grain, groceries, etc., and the
dealers of the village either sent it to New York by the way of
Xewhurgh, or sold it to local customers. In its best days," the
merchants of the village were well known throughout the county,
and exercised a controlling influence in the various affairs of
local interest. Those who were residents from forty to fifty
years ago, 'will readily recognize the names of Sloan & Hunter,
Horton & Lockwoods, the Dunning Brothers, Stewart & Gilles
pie, John Roosa, and others, although the descendants of but
few' of these persons now live in either the town or county.

The first printing-office and the first academy of Sullivan
were at Bloomingburgh. The academy 'was situated in the
north-east part of the village, near the river, and was erected in
1810 or 1811; but by an advertisement inserted in the Watch
"nan of October 20, 1829, it seems it was incorporated on the
5th of ~pril, 1828. Its:first Trustees were Jonathan Mills,
David Hunter, Charles Baker, ReDIY Linderman, Alpheus
Dimmick, T. C. Van Wyck, Gabriel H. Horton and Samuel Van
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,:"'echten. Its first Principal, after the act of incorporation. was
Samuel Pitts, a graduate of Union College. Previous to this
time several gentlemen of fine scholastic attainments had had
charge of the school as teachers. The first was Alpheus Dim
mick. John Burnett succeeded him, and taught several years.
Then came Samuel Mosely for about six Jea.rs. He was
succeeded by Alexander Patterson and others. Rev. H. Con
nelly was for a considerable time one of its Principals. Thr
decline in the business-importance of the village, and the lack
of specific accommodations for pupils from other places, oper
ated unfavorably. The institution became of a lower grade
than it once occupied; and finally the common school of the
place was kept in the building. At one period, the attendance
at the academy 'was very large, and it sent forth pupils who won
useful and eminent positions.*

The building was destroyed by fire several years ago.
The academy was probably at first a select school of high

grade, and originated in the necessities of AIJ?heus Dimmick, a
student in the law-office of Charles Baker. While preparing for
legal pursuits, he was obliged to "paddle his own canoe," and
hence engaged in teaching. He was, as boy and man, remark
able for his integrity. The honest and faithful manner in which
he performed his duties as a. teacher, gave the school such an
excellent reputation, that after he was licensed to practice as an
attorney in 1814, others, who were Doted for their erudition, as
well as success in teaching, were induced to continue the school.

As a lawyer, Mr. Dimmick was Dot brilliant. He was unlike
a flame which attracts a multitude of silly moths to destruction.
He was a calm, steady, safe guide, who never for his own profit
involved his clients in inextricable labyrinths. Throughout his
life, he maintained the calm serenity and self-poise which is
exhibited only by true excellence. Official position was awarded
to him as a tribute to worth. In 1828, he was a Member of
Assembly; from 1836 to 1847, District Attorney of the countv :
and from 1847 to 1851, County Judge and Surrogate. His
death occurred in J auuary, 1865.

Previous to the erection of the Court-house at Monticello,
courts 'were sometimes held at Bloomingburgh, in the tavern of
P. &M. Miller-the same subsequently kept by Christian Shons,
We are informed that the first Circuit Court of the county wus
held in this building, and that Joseph C. Yates, a Puisn(~
Justice of the Supreme Court, who had been appointed to
discharge judicial duties in the Middle District,t presided. The

.. Sullioon County ltllig, &pt~mbcr~ 1SiG. .
t The State was then divided into four districts-the southern, the eastern, the'

middle and the western. Sullivan was in the middle. Judge Yates, who held thi ...
court, wa.s elected Governor in 1822, when he received 125,000majority over 801om'')lJ
Southwick.
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court was held in the ball-room, in a part of the building which
was afterwards detached from the main part of the tavern, and
removed to another lot. It was subsequently occupied by the
pastor of the Reformed Church. At the time Judge YuteH held
the Circuit COlU·t in Bloomingburgh, the county-seat was not
established.

A County Court had previously been held in Monticello,
1Villiam .A.. 'I'hompson, First ,Judge.

The early residents 'were not only noted for their business
enterprise and thrift ; hut for their good taste. At one time 8

row of Lombardy poplars-then ,-ery high in public estimation,
but in the end not as popular as the elm, sugar-maple, locust
and black walnut-s-adorned each side of the principal street for
about a mile." They gave the place a highly romantic appear
ance; but becoming unfashionuble, they were gradually removed
until but few of thvm are left. To a considerable extent, other
trees have taken their place, and give a more diversified aspect
to the village.

No village in the county has had more distinguished residents
than Bloomingburgh. Among those who have held high official
position, 'we may mention Cornelius C. Schoonmaker, who was
a Member of ..A..ssernblv from Ulster, from 1777 to 1790, and
again in 17H5; a Representative in the Congress held in Phila
delphia in 1791, 17n~ and 1793; and a Member of the Conven
tion which met in Poughkeepsie in 1788, to deliberate on the
adoption of the Federal Constitution.t He lived two miles
from the village, on the Burlingham road, in the house since
owned and occupied by Alfred Norris, The precise year or
years when this 'was his residence 'we cannot now determine; it
was probably after the close of his official career.j Tradition
MyS that, through tax-sales at Albany, he acquired a large
estate, and that he attempted to establish on his lands the
leasehold-system with its feudal abominations. He was a
man of weight ill his day, as is proven by the offices he held;
but his menlory is gradually fading from the public mind. Like
all public men of the past, whose rank in society had a mere ma
terial basis, and "who used no part of their fortunes to benefit man
kind, he has left no monument of his wisdom or virtue. How true
it is, that material 'wealth alone is generally a vulgar acquisition,

• SuiliT)an County U-hig. September 4, lM6.
t The members from Ulster were John Cantine, Ebenezer Clark, Governor George

Clinton, James Clinton, C.. C.. Schoonmakeraud Dirck Wynkoop. Excepting Governor
Clinton, who was President of the Convention and did not vote, they opposed the
adoption of the Constitution.

:t C. C. Schoonmaker died about the commencement of the present cenhuy. H~
son, Zachariah Schoonmaker, sold tho fa.rm near Bloomin~burgh to John Norris, on
the 15th of Jnly, 1806. From the recitals of the deed, it 18 clear that C. C. Schoon
maker was then deceased,
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the offspring of fraud and oppression: the badge of 8 mean and
sordid soul; And that its posse~s()r must in the end put aside
his pride and ponlp, and go to oblivion like the beggar who
sleeps in an unmarked grave; while virtue and genius, though
they may have been fed at the rich man's table, and been the
recipients of his ostentatious benefactions, will secure to their
Pos."Cssor the admiration and gratitude of endless ages! Who
would not be an Oliver Goldsmith, hungry and in rags, rather
than the proud aristocrat, swelling with self-assumed supe
riority, and the lord of the fairest estate of his country? The
one has a title to immortality which the wise and good of the
universe will forever respect and glorify; while the other can
enjoy for but a. brief period the homage of fools like himself.

Charles Baker, the eccentric but able lawyer; Samuel R. Betts,
the able jurist; Alpheus Dimmick, the venerable and honest
attorney, etc.; Archibald C. Niven, whose laborious and useful
life has not yet terminated ; George O. Belden, whose early
years gave promise of so much distinction in puhlic affairs: and
Charles H. Van W}ck, the successful politician and soldier,
have been among the residents of Bloomingburgh.

Lemuel J enkins, who represented Sullivan and Ulster in
Congress from 1823 to 1825, was a lawyer in Bloomingburgh,
and was elected by the Bucktail party. He had been a partner
of Samuel R. Betts. The paths of the two down life's descent
were far apart. Betts became one of the distinguished jurists
of the nation; while Jenkins discharged the unimportant duties
of a Notary Public in Albany.

Charles Bodle, a wagon-maker of Bloomingburgh, was chosen
a Representative in Congress from Ulster and Sullivan ill 1832.
He served during the first session; but was unable to attend
the second. While on his 'way to Washington, he was detained
in the city of New York by illness. After remaining there
several weeks, he returned to his home to await the issue of his
disease, "with the composure and fortitude of a man and a
Christian." * He died on the 30th of October, 1835. He was
an estimable citizen-honest and upright in all things. So
conscientious was he, that it was said of him that he never
permitted a riece of poor timber to be used in the manufacture
of a vehicle ill his shop, and that a wagon or sleigh made by
him always commanded a better price than if it had been made
!>y another. In his official capacity he was equally worthy.
He was never brilliant-never attempted to dazzle the eyes of
the multitude-never resorted to the artifices of the demagogue.
He was simply an industrious, intelligent and courteous man,
with a true heart and sound brain. A short time before his

~ Republican Watchman, November 5,1885.
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death, he relinquished his mechanical business in favor of Alan
son Everett and Cvrenus \ran Keuren.

At a. late period··Verdine E. Horton became a. prominent man
of the place, and it was believed that he 'would add to the
number of Congressmen who had resided in Bloomingburgh at
the time of their election; but his career was cut short, while
he was yet a. )·oung man, by a cancerous affection.

Thornton M. Niven, who was a member of the Legislature in
1845, and was at one time all Inspector of State Prisons, resided
for several years at Bloomingburgh, and while be lived there
was the candidate of his party for a seat in the national Legis
lature; but owing to a fend in the democratic ranks, was
defeated. He was a man of wealth, a vigorous writer, and a fine
public speaker. His defeat would not have been a final one, if
It had not soured his mind against official position, and led him
into an unwise habit of nursing his own sores,

This village, though situated 011 the border of the county, and
at present outside the central point of political influence, has
furnished more Representatives in Congress than all the other
localities of Sullivan combined. Samuel R. Betts, Lemuel
Jenkins and Charles Bodle, each served two )·ears; and Charles
H. Van Wyck six J"ears. Total, 12 years.

George O. Relnen, Archibald C. Niven, and Daniel B. St.
John, of Monticello; and Rufus Palen, of Fallsburgh, each
served one term, making eight years in all. Niven and Belden
were law-students in Bloomingburgh, and practiced law there
for a short time. Monticello, therefore, should divide its honors
with its ancient rival.

Westbrookville was first known as Basha's Land, Bessie's
Land and Bashusville, It was finally named in honor of Dirck
Van Keuren Westbrook, the first white man who lived there.
He was the son of Dirck Westbrook of Esopus, who removed
to Sussex county, New Jersey, where .his son Dirck Van Keuren
was born. The latter bought preVIOUS to the Revolutionary'
war, sixty acres of land of Thomas and Edward Ferris of West
chester county, and he and his son Abraham T. Westbrook
purchased of tJ1e same proprietors about three hundred addi
tional acres, and upwards of two hundred more, of a man
named Hezekiah Morris. At first their nearest neighbors lived
at Cuddebackville, three and a half miles distant. Soon after
Westbrook came, a family of Gilletts settled on the Pinekill,
where they afterwards built a saw-mill, one of the first in that
part of the country. A grist-mill was also erected on that
stream at an early day.

The Westbrooks were enterprising, industrious and thriving.
They built a stone-house on their land, which was used as a
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fort during the Revolutionary war, and is still standing. During
that contest, thev were obliged to leave their possessions, and
go over the mountain to Shawangunk, where the SOD (Abraham
T.) met Mary 'Tan Keuren, whom he afterwards married. "Then
they left, the Indians were killing and destroying throughout
the valley, and when they returned, they found but little except
their land and house.

Dirck ·V. K. 'Vestbrook had other children, 'who were daugh
ters, named Sarah and Maria, Maria married Daniel Westfall,
and removed with her husband to western New York. Sarah
became the wife of Ferdinand Van Etten, who settled in the
State of Kentucky. As an example of the endurance and
courage of the 'women of tha.t day, we record the fact that Mrs.
Van Etten rode on horseback from Kentucky to WestbrookYille,
taking 'with her a babe only three weeks old.

Mter the war, strolling Indians passed through the valley
occasionally. They were intensely hated, especially by those
who had had relatives killed by them. On one occasion, Dirck
V. K. Westbrook gave three or four savages permission to
sleep on his premises, and his wife during the night proposed
to cut their heads off with an ax, if he would take a.'way their
bodies. At another time, an Indian, while passing, threw a
dead snake into her lap, when she hurled a large pair of shears
at him, a point of which narrowly missed his temple.

The settlers of 'Vestbrookville at first attended the old
Maghackamack Dutch Reformed church, at Carpenter's Point.
Afterwards the gospel was expounded in barns at various places
in the valley.

Mrs. Peter E. Gumaer, who was born in the Peenpack neighbor
hood near the close of the last century, and resided there more
than seventy-five years, relates the following of the Indian
woman Basha:

Basha, an old squaw, and her husband lived a long time bv
Basha's kill, after their tribe had gone west. The old chief was
a good hunter, and when after game was generally accompanied
by Basha, who carried home what he shot. During one of his
tramps, he killed a large deer, and tving its legs to a stick, she
took it on her shoulders, and started homeward, he following
slowly along the path. Her way was over the stream, which
·w~ crossed by a log reachin~ from bank to bank. While on
this log, she fell, and the stick caught her fast by the neck.
When her husband reached the place, she was dead. And that
is the way the stream got its name.*

• Stickney's History of the Minisink Region.
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An incident of this character may have oocnrred; but the
Minisink patent pro,\·es that the reiion in the vicinity of the
Pinekill was known as Basha's land nearly a hundred years
before l\{1"8. Gumaer was born, and that that stream must have
received its name from the territory through 'which it ran.

Phillips Port is about five miles from Wurtsborough and two
from the county-line. The yalley here is about one-half mile in
width, and is bounded on one side by the Shawangunk moun
tain, and on the other by the Sandbergs. In the vicinity, 8

handsome stream of water comes foaming down successive falls,
which are equally pleasing to the utilitarian and the lover of the
picturesque. There is sufficient hydraulic power here for exten
sive manufacturin-r purposes. Along the stream winds the road
which leads to the old Branch turnpike. The latter crosses
Fallsburgh and penetrates Liberty. About half a mile south 01.
the village the summit-level commences, and continues seventeen
miles, the longest on the canal. The original prosperity of the
place was caused by the Hudson and Delaware canal, and will
be greatly increased by the Midland railroad. Boat-building
has been carried on here extensively. Phillips Port was named
after James Phillips, who was the principal business man there
when the canal was opened.* The canal company at first called
it Lockport; but by the general consent of the public, it is
known by its present name.

Near the commencement of the present century, a family
named Budd, settled in this vicinity. The name has become
quite common in the north part of the town, and is a synonym
of industry and usefulness. The Caldwells, Bloomers, Toppings
and Tices, who have long been settled here, also deserve a place
on our pages.

Homowack, is a hamlet situated on the Delaware and Hudson
canal, and partly in Ulster and partly in Sullivan county. It
contains several stores, hotels, shops, ete., and is the natural
outlet of the valley of the Lunankill as well as that of the
Sandkill. The prosperity of the place has been considerably
promoted by the opening of the Midland railroad to Ellenville.

In 1850, William R. Palmer and his brother Timothy, pur
chased a. tract of land south of Wurlsborough, adjoining the
Stewart Rafterty place. Both lived on the premises in houses
four or five rods apart, and attempted to manage their affairs as
co-partners; but they differed as to the proper and best way of
doing so, and frequent disputes and quarrels took place between

•

• John W. Hasbrouck.
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them. From being brotherly, they became enemies, bitter and
malignant. Crimination and recrimination led to blows, and
complaints for ~~ault and battery, perjury, etc. 'Y~llianl wished
to preserve the tunber and bark on the place. while the other
persisted in cutting and peeling. This led 'Yillhuu to declare
repeatedly that he would shoot Timothy, if he did 110t stop
destroying the timber, In January, 1851, he said in the pres
ence of James Larkin and Albert Squires, that "he'd be d--d
if he 'would not shoot him." Similar declarations were made to
others at later periods. On the 16th of May, 1851, Timothy
left his house after eating his dinner, to go to the woods on the
mountain for the purpose of peeling bark. The woods were on
the lot owned by himself and William. The house owned by
William was occupied by his brother Joseph, the wife of the
latter, their three children, and the father of William, Joseph
and Timothy, Soon after Timothy left to engage at his work,
William took his gun and proceeded to the bark-peeling, but by
a different route. Between two and three o'clock, the wife of
Joseph Palmer heard the report of a gun, and the cry of murder,
in the direction the brothers had gone. A little dog belonging
to 1Villiam barked and came running from the woods. Stewart
Rafferty and others of the neighborhood also heard the dog
bark and the report of the gun. About 50'clock, Joseph Palmer
saw ""'illiam returning to the house, where they eat their supper.
Joseph then plowed in a field near the house, and the other
assisted him In various ways. At 7 o'clock, the wife of Joseph
called for Timothy to CODle from the woods, as she had been in
the habit of doing. Receiving no reply, the wife of the missing
man became alanned, and ran to Stewart RaEerty's She asked
MI'. Rafferty to go with her to the woods to look for her husband,
as she feared he was shot. He made a search for Timothy in
company with a son of the latter, and found him dead, with the
trunk of a tree across his body. Subsequent investigations
pro-ved that he had been shot in the breast, the tree raised with
a handspike, the body dragged three or four feet and placed
under the tree, and the bunk lowered upon it in a ,vay which
was intended to create the impression that the murdered man
had been killed by an accident. The blood on the ground where
Timothy fell when he received his death-wound was carefully
covered with leaves, and other things done to prevent suspicion.
Mr. Rafferty, after a hasty survey of the scene, returned to the
vallev, A messenger was sent for Doctor J Oh11 .A.. Taylor, and
Eli ll(~nllett, the nearest Coroner, and lUre Ilaflerty with Abijah
Loder and others of the vicinity, returned to the bark-peeling,
and, after raising the tree from the corpse, removed the latter to
the house where ",Villiam resided. 'Vhen they reached there,
'\~illiuJll had been arrested by Sheriff " ...ells, and was in custody.
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The prisoner was taken to the bed on 'Which the dead body was
placed, and gazed on it unmoved and with an unchanged coun
tenance. He "'U~ searched. Nothing 'was found on his person
to implicate him; but a pair of pantaloons which he had worn
through the day, uud left ill an upper chamber, were brought
down, and found to he stained with blood. He declared that
he did not know how it came there. On the next morning an
inquest was held by )11'. Bennett, and an examination of the
body made OJ Doctor Taylor. It was found that a quantity of
shot had entered the body-c-one rib was severed, the left lung
lacerated, etc. In the wound was found a piece of paper which
had been used as :a. wad. It also appeared that at the time he
was murdered, Timothv had in his pocket a double-barreled
pistol, which was loaded and capped. The evidence against the
prisoner was circumstantial; but the circumstances pointed him
out as the murderer with a certainty 'which left no rOODl for
doubt. He was committed to jail; soon after indicted, and at
the September Circuit of 1851-'Villiam B. 'Yright, .ludge-put
upon his trial. Charles H. Van 'Yyck, the District Attorney,
appeared for the people, and George 'v. Lord for the prisoner.
The following gentlemen composed the jury: Levi R. Louus
bury, Peter Ackley, Thomas 'Yhipple, John D. O'Neill, 'VillialD
Young, Levi Bartoll~ David R. Perry, Andrew HardenLergh,
Robert Stewart, J ohn H. Clayton, David Smith and George
Adams. After a fair and impartial trial, the prisoner was found
guilty of murder, and sentenced to be hung on the 20th of
Nov~mber, 1831. The sentence was e.nforceJ. 0!1 that day by
Sheriff 'VeIls. Palmer made no public confession ; but while
he was hanging by the neck one of the officiating clergymen
(Rev. Mr. James) stated that a fe,v hours previous, Palmer had
requested him to announce that he was guilty, and the sentence
just.

Religious sen-ice according to the forms of the (Dutch) Re
formed Church must have heen performed at l\I:unakating
Farms previous to the war of the Hevolution. Clergymen of
that faith passed through the valley in traveling to and from
Minisink, and the first settlers were generally of the Protestant
Church of Holland. In 1803, the first regular organization was
formed. For this statement, our authority is the Manual of the
Reformed Church, R reliable and standard authority.

In 1812, the first church was built. Until Ibzf), there was no
settled pastor. Clergymen of other parishes, however, visited
the society at stated times, and preached and administered the
sacraments. AInong them 'Was Rev. Moses Frceligh, of the
Church at Montgomery, who was of prepossessing appearance,
and of good mind and onuuciatiou ; but whose exuberance of wit
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and sarcasm somewhat lessened his usefulness. Old age toned
down these traits, and made him more reverential and serious.*
Although he died in 1817, anecdotes illustrating his character
are yet heard in the valley, of which the following is a speci
men: He found that mental darkness in this then secluded neigh
borhood, too often obscured gospel-light, and declared that the
ignorance of one olel Dutch woman was invincible. He endeav
ored to instruct her in the catechism, but he found her soul 80

bound up in worldly affairs, that he gave up the job, exclaim
ing, "Ah, sister, I am afraid you are a weak vessel! " When
she defended herself by saying, "If you hat hat de pack door
trot as long as I pe, you't pe weak, den, too!"

Although the records cannot be found, it is believed that the
first deacons were 'Vilhelmus Kuykendall, Lawrence Tears and
Peter Crance.

.After worshiping in the old edifice for nearly one-third of 8

century, the society became indebted to Smith Benedict, who
caused the church to be sold to satisfy his claim. In conse
quence of this sale it passed into the hands of the Roman
Catholics. In 1845, a new building was erected.

Pastors of the Reformed Church of ".urtsborough : George
Dubois from 1820 to 1824; Samuel Van Vechten, 1824-9;
Thoma.s Edwards, 1831-4; Francis T. Drake, 1842-4; Alexander
C. Hillman, 1846-9; 'Villiam Cruikshank, 1849-53; Stephen
Searle, 1853-9; John Dubois, 1859-66; J. H. Frazee, 1866-70.
Edward G. Ackerman is the present pastor.

William Cruikshank was a popular minister of Newburgh,
New York, when ill-health induced him to remove to Mamaka
tinge He was of graceful person and manner, devoted to his
calling, a genial companion, and possessed an extensive store of
knowledge. He published several papers on religious, moral
and antiquarian subjects; t and it is said ~repared a dissertation
on the early settlers of Mamakating } arms. 1Ve hope the
latter may yet be found and printed; but 'we fear that, unless
he deposited it in the archives of the New York Historical
Society, it has been destroyed by some person who did not
appreciate its value.

The Baptists claim priority of all others in organizing a
Church in Sullivan. On the 2d of March, 1785, a society was
formed at New Vernon, under the watch of Rev. Eleazer West.
It may be questioned whether the organization took place
within the limits of Mamakating; but it is quite certain that
their church-edifice is in the county.· It is located in the ex
treme south-eastern corner of the town. The first house of the

• Sprague's Annals. t lIanual of the Beformed Church in America.
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society was built in 1800-the last in 1853. Durinsr the eightv
eight Jears of its existence, this Church has had but three past.ors.
Elder Benjamin Montanye succeeded Elder 'Vest, May 15, 1794,
and continued in office until his death on Christmas, 1825. He
was followed by Elder Gilbert Beebe, whose pastorate dates
from Ma~}" 1, 1826. He has consequently had the oversight of
this flock nearly forty-seven years.

Eldes Montanye deserves honorable mention in the history of
our county as well as the history of our country. In 1781, he
was a. trusted confidential agent of General Washington, and
was employed to deliver dispatches to the commanders of forces
in different sections of the country. 'Yhen the commander-in
chief of our armies resolved to capture or destroy the army of
General Cornwallis, he deceived the British General Clinton as
to his own plans, by writing deceptive letters to General Green,
and forwarding them in such a way that they would be taken
by the enemy. These letters were carried by Benjamin Mon
tanye. '\llile traYelin~ on horseback across Bergen county,
New Jersey, he was intercepted by a company of Brit-ish
Rangers under Captain Moody, his horse shot through one of
its knees and turned loose, and his dispatches taken from him.
He was then hurried to New York, and thrust into the infamous
sugar-house prison. The British considered the taking of these
papers so important that they illuminated their houses, 'while
Washington was making the well-known movement which
terminated in the surrender of Cornwallis. Montanye was a
prisoner about two months, when he was exchanged. Three
common so~dierswere considered a fair equivalent for the daring
young couner.

Several years after his death, his heirs petitioned Congress for a
pecuniaryreward for his services; but, we believe, without success.

An Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church was formed at
Bloomingburgh early in the present century, and soon after
wards its house of worship was erected. Being the only religious
society of the place, for several years it prospered greatly. In
1819, its list of members exceeded that of any Protestant Church
of the county, before or since. About that time a defection
occurred, which led to the existence of the Dutch Reformed
Church, and which reduced its membership. In 1825, John
Kennedy, an eloquent and popular Methodist preacher, labored
here, and made lllany converts. This in the end weakened the
old society. In 1834, a new and counnodious house of worship
was erected. Several of its pastors have been eminent for
talent and piety. A few Jearl:) since, 'illH society changed its
ecclesiastical relations, and becruno attached t ..> the Old School
Presbyterian Church. It now has about fort)" members,
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The Refonned Church of Bloomingburgh was formed January
80, 1820. Its pastors have been George Dubois, 1820 to 1824;
Samuel Van Vechten, 1824.-41; S. W. Mills, 1843-58 ; Jeremiah
Searle, junior, 185~2; Hasbrouck Du Bois, 1863-66; J. H.
Frazee, 1866-70; R. H. Beattie, 1870. This Congregation was an
outshoot of the Associate Reformed Church of the place. The
names of those who seceded and formed the new organization
are as follows: Peter WelIer and Lawrence Tears, elders;
Solomon Brink and Moses Jordan, deacons ; Aloha Brown.
Catharine Puff, Barbara Brink, Lorenzo Quackenbush, Nancy
Shelp, Nancy Duryea, Catharine McLochlen, Daniel Brush,
Iscorreth Dimmick, Rachel Strickland, Lozie Townley, Leah
Brink, Sarah Tidd, J ouathan Mills, Charles Tears, Mary Tears,
Hannah 'Vilkin, Hannah Gillon. 'The church-edifice was erected
in 1821-2. This Church has one hundred and thirty members.

George Dubois WAS but twenty years of ace when he assumed
pastoral charge at Bloomingburgh. After ~ea\'ing Sullivan, he
took charge of the Franklin-street Church of the city of New
York, where he labored until 1837, except when disabled bv ill
health. His preaching was marked by rich and holy unction,
and he enjoyed the cordial affections of his people. He died of
bronchial consumption in Tarrytown in 1844.*

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Bloomingburgh was
organized in 1825, while Rev. John Kennedy was on the circuit.
Its church-edifice was built in 1848, during the pastorate of
Rev. Mr. Isham, a converted tanner, 'whose business capacity
rendered him very efficient where a new building was desirable.
The society now numbers eighty-five members.

Rev. Horace Weston and Rev. James Quinlan, itinerants of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, traveled through the valley in
1819, and held meetings once in three weeks. Others preceded
them, who were better preachers than either Weston or Quinlan;
yet tradition makes the latter gentlemen the founders of Meth
odism at Wurtsborough, where they formed a class of twenty
converts. In 1831, Rev. Samuel Law and Rev. David Poor
were on the circuit, which then included nearly all Sullivan
county. Their la.bors were greatly blessed, and the cause of
Methodism was much strengthened. They were succeeded by
Rev. Nathan Rice and Rev. Mr.l\fcFarland, under whose minis
trations the church-edifice was built. McFarland was a con
verted printer.

The Roman Catholic Church was planted in Sullivan by Irish
immigrants. Very few of them came here previous to the

• JlaDual of the Reformed Church in America.
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construction of the Delaware and Hudson canal. That work
caused several to locate in Mnmakating valley. The influx of
Irishmen increased us tanneries were introduced. They were
generally laborers and :poor. Although their love for their
religious faith was intensified by the sufferings and martvrdom
of nlany generations, and the sacraments of their church were
as dear to them as their own souls, they were unable to main
tain a resident priest. To go to mass and confession, and to
marry, and have their children baptized, they were obliged
to travel from forty to one hundred miles. Many destitute
souls left this life unshriven and unaneled. The native popula
tion 'were unanimously Protestant, and loudly derided rites and
observances which the new comers reverenced as sacred. Verv
often, Protestants whose houses were filled with Homun Catholic
boarders, caused their tables to groan beneath an extra supply
of pork and beef, on days 'when the Church commanded her
children to fast, and openly sneered when the untimely food
was taken away untasted. In time, however, these and other
aggravating annoyances terminated.

The great potato famine which brought untold woes upon the
Celts of Erin, set in motion a current of emigration which will
in time bring to our shores all that survive of the Irish race.
Sullivan received its share of these people, and soon the Homan
Catholic element became an important ingredient in our religious
affairs. In 1835, the Irish Catholics amounted to ten per cent.
of our population.

Between 1845 and 1850, Father· Brady of Port J ems, and
Father Duffey, a. priest stationed at Newburgh, came into the
county a few times. Rev. Mr. Anderson also came here for a
time. By his efforts money was raised to buy the church now
known as St. Joseph\~ of 'Vurtsborough. In 185:1, Rev. Daniel
Mugan took charge of the Ellenville Mission, which then in
cluded all of Sullivan count)", except the Delaware river-towns.
His flock must have numbered from 2,500 to 3,000 souls, scat
tered over 700 or 800 square miles of territor)". Before he took
charge of this extensive district, he was an assistant priest in
one of the large parishes of the city of New York. He was in
the prime of his manhood, and capable of ~eat physical
endurance, when he began to discharge his duties in his new
field. Nineteen years of incessant labor terminated in his
death. As a sermonizer he was florid, ornate, and fervid. So
strictly did he attend to his priestly duties, that he formed but
few acquaintances outside of his own communion.

Besides the churches already noticed, there are in this town
three others: A Methodist Episcopal church in Burlingham,
which was built in 1830-31, under the pastorate of Rev. John
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w. Lefevre; another of the same faith near Walker Valley,
built under the charge of Bey. Mr. Curtis; and the third at
Homowack. The latter 'was built in 1843, and is occupied by
the Methodists.

There are in l\Iam1\knting two lakes, Of, 8R they are called by
old residents, ponds-Yankee lond and l\Ia~ten pond. The
former is the largest, and is sai to be two and a half miles in
length, and two in width. It received its name from the follow
ing circumstance : Previous to or about the ~·ear 1800, a man
named Ellsworth made a canoe or dug-out, which he put on the
pond and used it there while hunting. He was a Yankee, and
the Dutch hunters consequentl~"called the lake the Yankee's
pond. Our informant (an intelligent old gentleman of Wurts
borough) in his youth saw Ellsworth's dug-out many times. In
shape the lake has a slight resemblance to the partially extended
wings of a bird, but one of rhich can be seen from any given
point. It is located in a basin formed by several ridges, and
covers an area. of about 900 acres. There are on it several
floating islands formed of tree-trunks, brush, moss, turf, etc. It
is fed by one or two small streams from the north and west, and
by springs beneath its surface, and is said to be about thirty
feet deep. It is situated on the Barrens, a short distance south
of the Monticello and Wurtsborough McAdalnized road, and is
owned by the Hudson and Delaware Canal Company. The
latter purchased it of the Livingstons, with the adjacent lands
(in all about 1,500 acres.) and converted it into a reservoir for
their canal. To render it effectual for this purpose, the com
pany constructed an embankment across its outlet 130 rods in
length, sixteen feet in width at its base, twelve feet at its top,
and twenty feet in height. It is a substantial and expensive
work. .., About thirty men were employed nearly two years in
building it. Yankee pond abounds in pickerel, and other fish
common to the lakes of Sullivan, as well as a fish known as
mullet, which is not found in other sheets of water in this region.
These fish 'were unknown in Sullivan previous to 1830, and who
or what put them in Yankee pond IS a mystery, At certain
seasons they may be taken in almost unlimited numbers; but
although naturalists declare that the mullet is an excellent fish
for the table, it is the least esteemed by our citizens of all the
finny natives of our waters. This probably arises from ignor
ance of the proper time and manner of preparing it for food.
Unlike a major number of our lakes, Yankee pond has no
attraction for the lover of the beauties of nature, although there
may be found here some Dovel and interesting features. The
works of the canal company have caused it to overflow its
natural boundaries. Much of it is rendered offensive to the eye
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by mbbish-the decaying remains of the forest that once
flourished on its shores, but which has been killed by an excess
of water, The outlet of the lake is the Basha's or Bessie's kill
of a. hundred J'ears ago. It is about five miles in length, and
except in the boating season, discharges its waters at West
brookville into the stream now known as the Bashaskill, The
Pinekill (as the outlet is now called.) is a famous trout stream,
and during the proper season is a favorite resort for anglers....

MASTEN POND is another large sheet of water. It is between
one and two miles north of the McAdamized road, and is reached
by the highway leading frOID the residence of , Villiam :\IarshalL
In earlx days, the men of the Gonsalus family were so success
ful while hunting deer west of l\Iama.kating Hollow, that the
Mastens believed that there was a lake somewhere in that
quarter to which the descendants of the old Spanish Lutheran
resorted for the purpose of killing that animal. This led them
to search for it, and after some tirue they discovered it. They
found deer very plenty there, and visited the lake so often that
it became known by their family name. Our informant, (a
Masten) says that in the end they ascertained that it was but
one of two lakes visited by the Gonsalus hunters. The other
was Foul Wood or Lord's pond. Manuel Gonsalus and his
descendants, by their intimacy with the Indians, undoubtedly
were acquainted with many other lakes west of the Hollow, as
well as the streams in that quarter which afforded the finest
prizes to the trapper. The waters of Masten pond are remark
ably transparent and pure, and are stocked with pickerel and
black bass of a very superior quality. The latter were intro
duced by George Olcott, of Wurtsborough. The shores and
bed of the pond are composed of firm. and compact sand and
graveL Like Yankee pond, it has a substantial embankment
across its outlet, built by the Delaware and Hudson Canal
Company, and its waters are reserved for the use of the canal
when other sources of supply fail, and find their way to the
village of Wurtsborough. On this stream, which crosses the
road near the Munn tavern, were at one time two tanneries and
a grist-mill. It runs for two or three miles through a deep
gulf, and has a fall of several hundred feet, which may yet be
economized for extensive manufacturing purposes.

BASHAsKILL-The magnitude of this stream has diminished
considerably since the whites came to the valley. This is
caused principally by the works of the Delaware and Hudson
Canal Company, and the mill-dams which have been erected on
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its tributaries. Once it was considered large enough for rafting
purposes. In 1825, Adolphus Van Duzer, assisted by John
Masten, drew white pine logs from the vicinity of Rush Bottom
brook to Brownville, where they were formed into colts, and run
to the Neversink, and on that stream to the Delaware. The
business waspracticable, but not profitable, and was abandoned.

Between Wurtsborough and Brownville is located Bashaskill
swamp. It embraces many hundred acres, which will be the
garden of the valley when it is effectually drained. Several
attempts have been made to improve it; but none of them have
resulted in signal success. The difficulty is caused by the debris
deposited in the Bashaskill by the Pinekill, On'hich fills the
channel of the former, and prevents free egtess of the water.
If the work were thoroughly done, a small annual tax on the
owners of the swamp, to remove the stones and gravel at the
lower end, would ensure them the most productive land in
the county.

SHAwA~OESBERG.-Thisis a hill near the site of the Devens'
block-house. It is also known as Council Hill. The Mamaka
ting Indians told Samuel Gonsalus that their tribe had fought a
bloody battle on this hill with the Senecas, and claimed that
the natives of the valley were victorious, although they suffered
severely. They also said that their friends who were slain in
the conflict, were buried near the brow of the hill. The lodsre
in which the clans held their councils was on its summit, fu
the old town records it is styled Shawanoesberg, or Shawnee's
hill; but why we cannot explain. The name would seem to
indicate that the hill was devoted to the Shawnees, who
were 'friends and allies of the native Indians of Sullivan, and
spoke the same language; or a savage of that tribe may have
had his lodge there. This, however, is mere conjecture. We
can only say with certainty that the origin of the name is lost,
as well as the period when the battle was fought there. The
latter occurrence was not later than 1650, because in that year
the Iroquois or Men~we conquered the Lenape tribes, and
held them in quiet subjection for one hundred years. After the
latter were subdued, they did not raise the tomahawk against
their masters as long as they inhabited our hills and valleys.



BISTOBY OF SULLIVAN 00li'NTY.

POPULATIOS OF THE TERRITORY COMPRISED WITHIX THE ORIGINAL
toWN OF MAMAKATING FROM 1782 TO 1870:

Year. Popnlatkm,

1782 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 487*
1790 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,7f33
1800 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,319
1810 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,076
1820 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,455
1830 11,652
18:10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,400
1850 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 24,855
1860 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,730

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATIO~.

Year.

1810 .
182J .
18~\» . . . . . . . . . I
1840 i
1850 1

1860 . .. . !

1870 j

I

Popu- Assessed Town Co. and
lation. Value. Charges. State.

18651 $183,067, $170.10; $241.96
27021 313,0941 34:l75! 6:38.46
3070\ 300,935 924.75 1,877.25
3418l 288,6971 788.61 1,055.37
41071 319,534,' 926.13, 2,194.76
38281 688,329 7!l2.72 4,984.42
4886 507,045~ 20,187.98113,170.34

... Including refugees who had left their homes from tear of Ule onemy. In 1782,
Kamakatiug covered a smeJl pari of Delaware county.
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SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF VAMAKATING.
~ To
1743 . . . . . . . . . . . .No record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 774
1774 Benjamin Depuy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1775
1775 No record 1776
1776 Pnilip Swartwoud 1777
1777 . . . . .. . No record 1778
1778 Benjamin Depuy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1781
1781 No record 17H2
1782 Benjamin Depuy 1783
1783 Jseoo R. De'Vitt 178-1
1784 Benjamin Depuy 17SG
1786 . . . . . . . . . . . .No record. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17S7
1787 Benjamin Depuy 1788
1788 Peter Cuddeback 1789
1789 Robert Millican 1797
1797 Aldert Roosa 1800
1800 Elnathan Sean; 1~03

1803 Samuel King 1804
1804 David Milliken. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lS06
1806 SaJDUel King, junior 1807
1807 David Milliken 1814
1814 Elnathan Sears 1815
1815 Eli Roberts 1818
1818 Peter Miller 1827
1827 Charles Bodle 1833
1833 James Devine 1&36
1836. . . . . Jonathan O. Dunning 1839
18H9 . . . . . Verdine E.. Horton. . . . . . 1840
1840 Halstead Sweet 1844
1844 William B. Hammond 1845
1845 VVilliam Jordan 1848
1848. . . . .. . William Gumaer 1849
1849 Nathaniel Beyea 1850
1850 William Gumaer 1R51
1851 AJexander GrahaDl 1853
1853 Alfred Norris.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1855
1855 Lewis Brown 1856
1856 Daniel Smith 1858
1858 Williem Jordan 1863
1863 Rodolphus S. Smith 1864
1864 George S. Smiley 1865
1865 James Graham 1866
1866 George T. Deitz 1868
1868 Stephen Caldwell, junior 1871
1871 Henry M. Edsall 1873
1873. . . . . . . . . . . .Lewis Rhodes...................... .1874:



CHAPTER XlV.

THE TOWN OF NEVERSINIt.

The town of Neversink is situated in the north-eastern section
of the count)", and is bounded northwnrdlv and eastwardly by
Ulster county, westwnrdlv by the town of Rockland, and south
wardly by Fa.llsbnrgh. :-\crogg the north angle of the town
flows the 'Villiwernoc creek; the Neversink river, from which
the town derives its name," passes over its northern and south
ern boundary, while the Rondout 'waters a portion of the north
eastern section, and has several branches of more or less
magnitude. There is but one lake-a small sheet of water,
located in Lot 2-17 of Great Lot No.5. At least, we find it
thus located on a lllap of the county.

The surface of the town is very uneven. Thunder Hill,
l\Iutton Hill, Denman's Hill and other elevations are prominent
features. The first has an altitude of 1,550 feet, the second
-- feet, and the third 2,HOO feet. t These hills or mountains,
as well as the valleys of Neversink, are equal in fertility to any
lands in Sullivan. The agricultural interests of this section do
not very materially differ from those of Liberty, and other towns
of a. similar grade. The incubus of the leasehold-system ha.ving

.. The first scttk-rs pronounced this word Narva~ing. In the 8cBSion Laws of
17!)8, it is spe-lled Nevisinek ; in the act erecting Fallabnrgh, Ne,"isink; in the h settle
ment deed," it is given as Naewcrsink, and ill ~uthit-r'8 map, u Never Sink. English
clerks were about as snccc-ssfn] in giving' the orthography of Indian words as the,
would have been if they had attempted to write the songs of birds. Our alphabet 18
not comprehensive enough for Indian orthoffTaphy. There is but Iittle analogy
between the radical sounds of the Lenape and European tongues.

We are Iamiltar' with three pretended translations of the word Nevertlink. 1, n
is said to-mean mad river. This is expressive of the \riM and turbulent character of
the stream when it is excited by floods. It is, nevertheless, a modern invention.
2. "A continual running stream, which 71e1'e7" sinks into the ground 80 &8 to be dry in
places." (8ec Ea~er'8 Hi~toryof Orange county.) This rendering hss for its base the
absurrl bct that the name &8 now spelled is It compound (If two Engliah words-never
and sink. 3. In Webster's American Dictionary, page 1629, the word is said to mean
II highland between waters." This translation is evidcntlJsn~gc6ted by the Highlands
of Nl.'versink on the coast of Now Jersey. Our NeversInk is "water between hIgh
land.."

t Testimony of John Kiersted, in snit of Hnnt and wife og!d. Johnson and TeUer,
folio 5-!!'. If Kiente<! is correct, Denman's Bill baa & greater altitude than Walnut
mountain.

[456]



THE TOWN OF ~~VEnSI'&K. 457

been removed, the wealth and improvements of the inhabitants
are rapidly appreciating and advancing.

Neversink was ninde a town hy an act entitled ccAn act for
dividing the towns of Rochester nud Mnmakating in the county
of Ulster," passed Murch 16, 1798. Bv this act the new town
'was thus dcseriberl : "All that part of Rochester, ill the county
of Ulster, beginning at the N. E. bounds of the town of l\Iama
kating at the distance of 12} miles, on a course of N. 49 deg,
and 30 min. ,Yo frOD1 the southerly corner of Rochester where
it meets with the north-westerly bounds of the town Shawan
gunk at tho Shawangunk mountains ; thence N. 40 degrees E.,
to the S. ,Yo bounds of Mnrbletown ; thence along said bounds
of l\Inrbletowll N. 'V. to the S. E. bounds of '\Voodstock; thence
along the said bounds of 'Voodstock S. 33 deg, \Y" six miles, to
the division line of Great Lots 5 and 6, in the Hnrdenbergh
patent; thence along said division line to the division line
between Ulster and Delaware; thence along said line S. 62 deg.
W., twelve miles and ten ehains ; and thence S. 49 deg, 30 min.
E. to the place where it began."

From this it would seen} that Neversink at one time covered
a part of Denning, Fremont, Callicoon, Liberty, and Fallsburgh
and all of Rockland, and that the line between Great Lots 2
and 3 was quite near its southward border. This must also
have been an ancient bound of Mamakating, as Neversink was
taken from Rochester.

After the towns of Rockland, Liherty and Thompson were
made, the convenience of certain neighborhoods required that
there should be a change in the original line which separated
Rockland and Neversink from the others. Consequently on the
29th of March, 1816, the Legislature enacted that "tIle south
line of Great Lot No.4, from Delaware county eastward, to the
north-east corner of the 4th Allotment of the division of Great
Lot No.3: the east line thereof southward to the bounds of
Great Lot No.2; the north line thereof eastward to the town
of '\Vawarsing ; and also the east and south lines of lot No.6,
and the west line of lot No.5, in Great Lot No.2," be the
division line between the towns of Liberty, Bockland, Neversink
and 'I'hompson.

In 1809, Rockland was taken from Neversink, and in 1826,
Fallsburgh was made to cover so much of its remaining territory
as was south of Great Lot No.4.

-In 1800, when the fu"St census was taken after Neversink was
erected, its population was 858, while the number of residents
in Lumberland was 733, and Mamakating, although settled for
more than half a century, and covering the remainder of our
~nitory, contained but 1631. Probably at least one-half of the
858 were living in what is now Rockland and Fallsburgh; there-
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fore, in 1800 there must linve been about eighty families within.
the present bounds of the town.

POrUL~TIO~-VALUATIO~-T.-L"'UTION.

Year. !Popu- :A~sesscdI Town Coo and
[Iution.] value, 1! Charges. State.
I I----------li .. ---, .

1800 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 858 no record no record no record
1810 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 953'l $144,913: $133.76: $195.20

I •

18~O . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 1,3801 170,219
1

' 324.581 355.29
IS3~) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,257 80,401 713.151 525.29
1840 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,GBI 69,3301( 587.0~ 244.32
1~~O . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,281

1
126,351

1
~98.36~ 1,041.87

L..:~O ...... 2,~6! 261,~J61 011.34 1,9'~7.48
IH I 0 0 • • • • • 2,4391 195, 93 1,009.72 5,0, 4.GO

One of the ancient settlements of Sullivan county was in the
present town of Neversink, about two miles below Grahamsville.

Here, about the :rear 1743, Tobias Hornbeck, Jacob Klyne
and perhaps a few others, commenced clearing and improving
farms. They bought their lands of the Trustees of Rochester,
believing that this region was within the limits of the patent
granted in 1703 by Queen Anne to Colonel Henry Beekman,
Joachim Schoonmaker, Moses De Puy and their successors, in
trust for the benefit of the freeholders and inhabitants of
Rochester. Not knowing how far the patent extended, or being
disposed, in accordance with the spirit of the times, to make
its limits as far apart as possible, the people of Rochester
claimed the country to the southward boundary of the town,
which ran to the Blue Hills of Liberty.

Hornbeck and Klyne's land adjoined and probably covered a
part or all of the Mary Elmendorf tract OD the Rondout. Some
time previous to 1776, they sold to her, as well as to a man
named Abraham Clearwater, who in that year had a fann bounded
bv the Elmendorf lot. Johannes Osterhout, junior, John 1\1ullen,
COrnelius Chambers, Peter Vernooey, Eliza Hornbeck, and Abra.
ham Clearwater were then living in the neighborhood above the
settlement line. Tobias Hornbeck was then dead. These indi
viduals, as well as others who had bought lands on the Good
Beerkill, in Fallsburgh, purchased of the Trustees of Rochestert

and in the final arrangement aa to the boundary between the
two patents, their titles were confirmed, although it was found
that they were located in the Great Patent.
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"''''ith these and perhaps a few other trifling exceptions, all
the town of Neversink lymg in Great Lots 5 and 6, was owned
in 1778 by Robert R. LIvingston and Elias Desbrosses. Des
brosses had acquired his title by purchase of the heirs of
Faneuil, the patentee. It has been said that he bought Great
Lot No.5 of Peter Faneuil, who sold it to procure money to
complete Funeuil Hall, the Boston" cradle of liberty." This is
an error. Peter Faneuil completed the Hall in 1742, and
presented it to the" town of Boston." Previous to the yea.r
1749, when the partition took place between the proprietors of
the patent, Peter Faneuil died intestate, and his interest in
the Great Patent (no part of which had been previously sold
by him) passed to his brothers and sisters. There was no
Great Lot No.5 during his life, and consequently he did not
sell it. At the time of his decease, he had but an undivided
interest in the patenl

Elias Desbrosses died in 1777, when his real estate passed to
his nephew, James Desbrosses, by heirship. James died in
1807, leaving two daughters (his only children) one of 'whom
(Elizabeth) married John Hunter, and the other (Madeline)
married Henry Overing. Hunter, through his wife, became the
owner of Great Lot No.5. After his death, his SOil, John
Hunter, junior, sold it to Henry R. Low and Leonard P. Miller.
Miller subsequently sold his moiety to Low.

During the Revolutionary war the settlement h~gun by Klyne
and Hornbeck was abandoned, and thereafter ~ eversink 'was
virtually unoccupied by white people until 1788, although it
was the scene of interesting events during the struggle for
independence.

La.te in the fall of 1778, a party of Indians and tories attacked
a neighborhood on the frontier of Rochester known as Pine
Bush, and succeeded in killing two men named Shurker and
Miller, and in burning several buildings. They then precipi
tately retired, followed by Captain Benjamin Kortrite, with a
party of militia under his command. Kortrite pursued the
enemy no farther than the Vernooey creek, when he fell back.
His descendants say his provisions were exhausted. If this was
the case, the food provided for his party must have been scanty,
indeed.

At this time there were several hundred troops stationed at a
fort on Honk Hill. Their commander, on learning what had
occurred, at once resolved to dispatch a part of his men to
mtercept the savages at the Chestnut ",.oods, about thirteen miles
from Napanoch. Volunteers were called for, when an officer
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named John Graham, ste;t?ped forward, and offered to go with
B sergeant.'s guard, consisting of eighteen privates and & sergeant
and corporal. He was offered more, but refused to take them,
But one of those whom he proposed to lead on 8 hazardous
expedition, was an expert Indian-fighter. The name of this
man 'was Abraham Van Campen, and he was a near kinsman
of the noted Major Moses Van Campen. The others were from
the old settlements east of the Shawangunk, and unused to
border-warfare.

When Graham reached the Chestnut woods, he had seen
nothing of the enemy, and probably not knowing whether they
were in advance or in his rear, he encamped in a valley where
Chestnut brook enters the Papacton creek near the late resi
dence of Neil Benson, deceased. At this place, the hills form a
triangle, with a space of nearly level ground at the junction of
the streams, and narrow gorges leading north, east and west.
Here he resolved to wait and surprise the marauders if they
passed that way, and while doing so he sent away Van Campen
to procure venison.*

No rat eyer walked more unconsciously into a trap than did
the brave but rash Graham, Without knowing it, he and his
purty were as completely in the power of the enemy as if they
had been a covey of partridges under a fowler's net. The
Indians and tones occupied the elevations on eyery side, where
they 'were securely posted behind tree-trnnks, and awaited the
signal of death from their leader. But they were Dot content
with their advantage in position, One of their number ap
preached the whites by the usual path, and drew their fire. As
he came in sight, Graham was drinking from the brook. When
he arose to his feet, he saw the red man and ordered his men
to fire. The Indian fell upon his face, the balls whistled over
his head, he jumped upon his feet, and disappeared in the
bushes, as a murderous volley 'was poured upon Graham and
his friends from every side. But two beside Van Campen
escaped, and it is not known that a. single one of the assailants
received so much as a scratch. History does not record the
name of the commander of the Indians; -but his extraordinary
skill leaves but little 'doubt that he was the celebrated Colonel
Brant.t

It was considered necessary to send a force of three hundred
men to bury the dead. Jacobus Davenportj who died in 1856,

• The Van Campens wero of an old and ariatocratic Dutch family, to whom the
Van Camp patent had been granted. They degenerated into hunters and trappers
and were as wild as the Indians themselves. ~Iajor l\Io8('~ \an Campen, the spvand
guide of Genera) RnIJh-an wh-n hr- dosrroyed the n1Ja~H~of the ~·neeas. "..as prohably
tho only white man who ever pe-netrated the camp of hostile Indians, and after circula
ting freely among them, got away ~a.ft·ly.

t Indian Sarrath·cs. t Davenport lived to the great aoc of 100 yean.
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near the scene of Graham's disaster, was one of this party. He
frequently stated during his life-time, according to the testimony
of his children who are Jet living, that Graham's body was
naked, and that he had been scalped and disemboweled. His
men had also been stripped and scalped. The bodies were
falling to pieces from putrefaction, and were so offensive that it
was necessary to take up the fragments onJ)ieces of burk, and
carry them to the grayes 'Which had been ug "for their recep
tion.

Several years since, a party came to the Chestnut woods to
ascertain the precise spot where the bones of the victims were
laid. They did not succeed, although Davenport and others
were then living 'Who could have given decisive information.
An old man named Anthony Aldrich, it is said, can yet point to
the grave of (}raham and his men. All agree that it may be
found a short distance back of the old school-house near the
junction of Chestnut brook and the Papacton, 'Ve are assured
by Paul Benson that when a lad, he and Harrison Benson and
Josephus Gillett, while makinf? a dam across the brook, dug a
hole in the ground, and found some bones, which they took to
Neil Benson, who pronounced them human bones, and ordered
the lads to take them back. This so terrified them that they
ran off, leaving the bones with ~Ir. Benson.*

But little is known of Graham or his antecedents. We do
not think that any of the intelligent residents of the thriving
village which bears his name can tell where he was born; his
age and residence at the time of his death; or the company and
regiment to which he was attached. Beyond the fact, that in
the warm weather of a certain year, he and his party were
slaughtered like bullocks in the shambles, the}" cannot say much
of him with certainty, Who was he, and what was he? He
was an officer, and therefore we mny infer he was of a rich and
influential family; for even in the struggle for independence and
liberty, the sons of rich men 'were generally preferred for promi
nent positions. There were several families of his name in
Ulster and Orange who were and still are noted for respecta
bility and influence. There was a John Graham in Shawangunk
and another at Peconisink, in the town of Montgomery. Both
were living after the massacre in Neversink. 1n 1776, there
was a John Graham, living in the precinct of Mamakating.
He was born at Little Britain in 1736; was a cordwainer by
occupation, and belonged to the militia company of Captain
John Newkirk. On the 12th of October, 1776, he was mustered
into a company of Rangers at Rochester. This company was
commanded by Captain Elias Hasbrouck, whose lieutenants

• A log cut on the battle-ground, wbeu sawed in~ lumber. was found to contaiD
ei&ht bulletL
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were Peter Rogger and Moses Youmans. We have found the
original muster-roll of the Rangers among the papers of the
late Joseph Ellis. The non-commissioned officers are not
designated; but from the fact that J no. Graham, heads the
list we believe that he was 1st Sergeant. After lone and pa
tient research, we believe that Lieutenant John Graham, who
fell on the banks of the Pepacton, was ,John Graham," the
patriotic shoemaker of Mamakating, He is described as
five feet, seven inches in height, of fair complexion, and as
haling blue eyes and brown hair. Here is a man whose zeal
led him to pursue and destroy the enemies of his country, on
horseback or on foot, anywhere and everywhere. During the
next two years, Indians and tories several times fell upon the
frontiers of Ulster, and after murdering a few inhabitants and
burning a few buildings, fled back to Canada with ull the speed
their muscles and endurance rendered possible. There is no
doubt that he had repeatedly chased the skulking savages and
dastardly tories through the woods of Neversink, without catch
ing and chastising them. ",.as it not natural that he should
hold such a foe in contempt, and that he believed a "sergeant's
guard" was sufficient to drive them out of the country? The
unexpected appeanl.nce of a single man, and even a dog, had
previously caused them to run away while they were using the
torch and tomahawk. Why should a large and therefore tardy
and unwieldy party be sent in pursuit of an en~my that so far
had not faced armed men? He may have been Imprudent and
rash; nevertheless his conduct was the result of substantial and
rational premises. He evidently intended to assail them while
they were straggling through the woods; but he had to cope
with superior numbers under a leader as brave as himself, and
who was a superior strategist. Unfortunately, poor Graham
supposed that this leader was like others who had led scalping
parties against Rochester and Mamakating, and his mistake led
to his death. And because he was less prudent than those who
were too timid to pursue with a large party, the story of his
death, which has been handed down to us by them and their
descendants, is not flattering to his memory. His bones repose
in an unmarked and unknown grave. He was undoubtedly a
brave and patriotic man, whose blood was shed in a good cause;
therefore the record of his life and death should be character
ized by kindness and gratitude.

- A.mongthe papers of Captain Elias Hasbrouck, now in the possession of his grand.
~,JohnW. Hasbrouck, of Middletown, there is positive evidence t·hd John Graham,
in 1776, was first sergeant of Hasbrouck's companY of Bangera, As Graham W&I •
brave and enterpriaing' officer, it is probable that he was promoted previous to hia
death. Captain Hasbrouck was always at the post of honor. During the war he
serred in northern New York under Generals Montgomery and Schuyler, on the frontier
of Ulster 88 a Ranger, at Ticonderoga., West Point, Ramapo, }Iorr18l.own, The Clove,
New WinditorJ etc.



The fate of Graham seemed to impart 8 lesson of wisdom to
the valiant Captain Kortrite, The enemy were not able to
entrap him at the Chestnut woods, when he was in ambush
there in lIay, 1779, with seventy men, to catch three Indians
and twenty-seven tories, On the fourth of that month, a party
from Canada numbering thirty, invaded the whigs living on the
Fautinekill,* and after murdering the family of Michael SOCkR,
nnd tho widow Bevier, and committing other outrages, they
retreated, Captain Kortrite attempted to intercept them at the
scene of Graham's disaster. He reached this point first, and
securely posted his seventy men. The tories, however, were too
cunning for him. Before he was aware of their proximity, they
passed silently around his position, and gave him a. harmless
salute from an unexpected direction. They then retreated, and
he returned horne, notwithstanding his force was more than
double that of the enemy.

In September, 1781, "rawnrsing was invaded by four hundred
tories and Indians from Niagara. After killing an 01<1 man
named Kettle, burning about thirty houses and barns, stealing
sixty horses and a great number of sheep, hogs and horn-cattle,
they retreated by the way of the Chestnut woods, with all the
other plunder they could carry with them. Here they encamped
and cooked their Rupper. Among the things they had taken
with them was a quantity of lime or plaster. They were nearly
famished, having consumed over four weeks in marching from
Canada, Of the plaster they endeavored to make bread. 'I'heir
diszust at the result may be imagined.

On their way to the settlement, they captured two scouts
whose names were Silas Bouck and Philip Hine, These men
were scouting on the Neversink about twenty miles south-west
of Napanoch, when they discovered the invaders. The leader,
whose name was Caldwell, caused Bouck and Hine to be bound
and left in the 'woods until he returned, when he took them to
Canada as prisoners. They subsequently escaped and rejoined
their friends,

Caldwell's loss in killed, wounded and missing 'was consider
able, Colonel Cantine, with a force of four - hundred men,
pursued him until he reached a point on the Delaware river in
the town of Highland. Here Cantine was close upon Caldwell's
heels. The enemy was completely demoralize-d and disheart
ened. There were indications that the Indians and tories were
close at hand. A halt of the patriots was ordered, and a council
occurred. Captain Kortrite and Captain Hardenbergh were in
favor of further pursuit ; but Colonel Cantine remerubered tho
fate of Graham and Tusten, and advocated c-u,ution and prudence.

• This name i. derived from the French word !ouhJ.ir;,t: Mnd the Dutch ~\'vrtl kiZ.
""BIopua Dutch" is a compound of the tW? langu"~f-lj.
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While this was going OD, & Doctor Vanderl.fU of Kingston was
seated on a log near by. Having nothing else to do, and being
of a busy, active temperament, he cocked his gun. and in con
sequence of his "foolin~" with the hammer, the gun was
accidentally discharged. The report caused :to panic among
Caldwell's snvages, who abnndoned their plunder and ran away,
leaving their commander nnd the tories w i til Bouck and Hine.

Unfortunately, a majority of the council supported Cnntine,
and the Americans marched back to 'Vurwarsing. Captain
Hardeabergh was so indignant that he told Cautine to his face,
that "he could not die hefore his time cnme ;" to which the
prudent colonel replied, .•If the Indiana hall their tomahawks
above my head, IllY time would be then."

Caldwell being forsaken by his Indian guides, induced Bouck
to ~ilot him back to Niagara.

The plunder which was left on the hanks of U1l\ Delaware by
the savages was found several mouths afterwards by no party of
American scouts."

As soon as practicable after the Revolutionnry war, the
owners of Great Lots 4 and ~), induced teuauts to oceupy their
real estate in Neversink and Iioeklaud. Each owner cut up .liis
tract into (arm-lots of convenient dirneusious. Poor men,
desirous of homes, were induced to take leu..ses, without appre
ciating the evils of villein soccage, tithes, routs. quarter-sales,
and the other feudal requirements of the landlords. About
twenty thousand acres were held under object ion:..ble tenures in
Neversink alone. These leases were popular at first, but-when
the simple people \\'110 took them found that the resources of the
legal profession Lad been exhausted ill devising a system to
enrich a few drones and impoverish the great body of workers,
these tenures became exeoodingly obnoxious. In truth, tbey
promoted no interest-not even that of the lanillord--while
they blighted industry, freedom and morality.

'The first thiug necessary to the sr.. ttleruent of a wilderness
country is :L road leadiup from it to est n"l,Iishe<1 neighborhoods.
Previous to the Revolution, :J, highway existed from 'Vawarsing
to a point ill the viciuitv of Gra.halJlSvl11~- probably to the
Chestuut woods, After t]~e war this road was extended to the
Neversink Flats. The Brodhead road was also made, and for
a time the-se were the only two of the town. The first-named
thoroughfare passed over an uncieut Indian trail.

Previous to 1788, except the few families located in the valley
of the Lackawack, it JlHl.Y be said there were 110 white residents
of Neversink. In that vear, the owners of G'relLt Lots No. 4:.
and 5, and those who held' huge tracts in Great Lot No.3,.

* Narrative. of Uuacrel, ete., on the frontiE'r in Wawaniog.



induced settlers to locate on their lands. Amon~ these settlers
were John Hall, Robert Aldrich, Nathaniel and Eleazer Divine,
Jonathan Jones, Nowell Furman, Josiah Goldsmith, Peter
Donaldson and others-of Upper Neversink ; John Ha.llof Mutton
Hill, William Parks, Seth Gillett, Henry Reynolds, Jeremiah
Drake, Silas B. Palmer, the Grants, Eleazer Larrabee, Phineas
Booth, William Alley, Stephen Curr)", Ebenezer Reed, Francis
Porter, Solomon Hawley, Joseph Pierce, Christopher Darrow,
Elmer Gilbert, Samuel Groo, William Caton, Abel Hodge,
Joseph Carlile, Doctor Blake Wales, Abraham Cargill, William
Denman, William A. Moore, Conrad Sheeley, John Honsee,
Benoni Benham, Henry Collins, James Dan, Eliza Kellogg,
Robert Nichols, William Wilson, John Wood, Robert Quick,
JelT)'" Smith, Van de Mark, Joseph Wright, Selleck Tut
tle, etc.

Nearly all these people came into the town previous to the
year 1800, although some of them located outside its present
limits.

'Ve do not propose to give a history of each family for obvi
ous reasons.

John Hall came from Marlborough, Ulster county, in 1798,
when he was but 18 years of age, and settled below Claryville,
on lands now owned by his descendants. Great Lot No.5, was
then owned by Desbrosses, who refused to sell his real estate in
Neversink. Robert Aldrich, Nathaniel and Eleazer Divine,
Jonathan Jones, Nowell Furman, Peter Donaldson, and others
were then or soon after living in Upper Neversink, as the Clary
ville region was then called. Such of these men as occupied
land held leases from Desbrosses.

John Halls's SODS were John Hall, junior, Isaiah Hall and
Mott Hall. John Hall, junior, was a Member of Assem hly in
1825, and for several years a Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. He was also elected to :fill many town-offices, and was a
Justice of the Peace for fourteen years in succession. Isaiah
Hall was the first school-teacher of the neighborhood. How
he managed, in this isolated region, to acquire sufficient educa
tion to teach others, we have not learned.

For religious services theleople were dependent on a Baptist
preacher named Gilbert, an Rev. Mr. "'lute, a local Methodist
preacher. More should be known of these self-sacrificing
missionaries, who labored in this "far country" without fee or
reward for the cure of sinful souls, and whose dust is now
reposing in unknown graves, "awaiting the resurrection and the
life to come."
Th~ pioneers buried their dead on the farm now owned by

John W. Hasbrouck, where the Divines, Halls, and other settlers
deposited the corpses of their friends, in the simple and a1feet

30
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ing mode peculiar to a. primitive people, to whom the "pomps
and vanities" of modern funerals would have seemed a profana
tion.

FOT Dlany years, the settlers were obliged to go to Vernooey's
mill, in Wawarsing, to get their grain ground. John Hall, having
a team, took the grists of some of his neighbors to Vernooey's
and generally charged two days' labor for carting three bushels
of rye to and from the mill. Some performed the journey on
foot, carrying their grain on their backs.

The temptation to engage in forest-sports was very great.
Deer were more numerous than sheep are now, and moose were
often shot. John Hall 'was a moose-hunter, and once saw
twenty of these animals together at Round pond. Peter C.
Hall, ;\"ho occupied the old homestead, has a bullet-pouch made
by ~John Hall from n. skin taken from a moose killed six miles
ahove Claryville.

'Volves \~Oere also very common in the town. As late as 1841,
a man named Richard C. De'Yitt found a den in which were
six wolf-cubs, all of which he caught, and received therefor a
bounty of seventy-five dollars.

The number of trout caught in the Neversink during-the first
years of this centurv now seems almost fabulous. 'Vhile their
mother was getting breakfast, the Hall boys often took several
pounds, without going ten rods from their father's door, and
once before the morning-meal, Peter C. and Isaiah caught as
many 88 they could carry. The little fish with which modern
unglers seek to line their baskets, were not then considered
worth cooking, and when caught were thrown into the river.

-Iames 'T. Curry, a son of Stephen Curry, owned the land ·on
'which Claryville now stands. 'I'hose who purchased of him
built a tannery. and besides ,that establishment, there are now
in the place 0- agrist-mill, lumbering-establishments, a store,
hotel, etc. There. is also in the place a Reformed church.

Clarvville received its name from Clarissa, the wife of James
V. CUl;Y-. If the Ogdensburgh railroad becomes a reality,
Claryville will he a place of considerable importance.

Stephen Curry came from Tarrytown to Neversink in 1795.
He was then twenty-six year~ of age. Six years previously he
had married .Anna Vail, By her he had ten children. Although
nine of them lived to an advanced age; he survived all but
three of them. He died on the ~tth of January, 1872, aged 101
years, 6 months and 24 days. His personal recollections ex
tended to tho trying scenes of the Revolution. He was ten years
old when Benedict. Arnold betrayed his country, and saw Major
Andre escorted hy two hundred horsemen to 'Yashillgton's
headquarters, and previous to his death was one of the few
men living who had seen the Father of his country, Mr. Curry
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in his infancy was received into the Protestant Episcopal Church
bv baptism; but after his removal to Neversink had few or no
opportunitie~ of attending the Church of 'which his mother was
a pious communicant. Like many other residents of that town,
his religious belief was much influenced by the Quakers; but
he never became a member of the society of Friends. Until
he had seen his hundredth birthday, his mind and body were
in a sound state, after which his strength gradually diminished,
until the machinery of life was literally ",'om out, and he died
from olel age.

While spiritualism and kindred delusions are gaining space
in the hearts and heads of the educated of the present day,
ancient superstitions still maintain a foothold filllong the simple.
In 185:3, while men of high position professed unlimited faith in
the gross errors introduced by the Fox family of the city of
Rochester, an humble family of Claryville were rendered insane
by a belief in witchcraft,

l~.. son of Levi 'V'an Akin of the latter place, while on his
death-bed, requested his father to bury him in the gr:-l.Yeyard of
the Reformed Dutch church. 'I'his the senior V'an ..Akin refused
to do. Alleging that "the boy had had his own ,,-ay all his life
and now he would do as he pleased," he caused the bodv to be
deposited on his farm. Soon after the old man complained that
the spirit of his refractory son appeared to him, and eonstantlv
haunted him. This so demoralized his nervous svstem that he
became craz)". His family at this time consisted of his wife,
two sturdy SOl1~, and an equal number of strapping daughters,
all of whom declared that the, were bewitched and possessed
of devils. Hearing of a "witcb-doctor" in an adjoining town,
they went to him, leaving the father at home and bound. 'I'he
doctor agreed to expel the evil spirits for fifty cents per spirit.
To accomplish a cure he put his patients in a room in which he
kept burning a mixture of hair and sulphur. Surelv, no devil
can endure the stench produced by the bnming "of such 8

villainous compound! Spirit after spirit left for parts unknown,
and half-dollar after half-dollar found its wav to the doctor's
pocket, until the money of the dupes was exhausted, when thev
left for home, still possessed by an unknown number of devils.
. On their ,vay b(~ck, they pai~ a visit to Cornelius Hornbeck, 8

brother of Mrs. 'an Akin, with whom they concluded to stay
all night. Before morning, Mrs. Van Akin got up and com
menced dancing on the trundle-bed in which Hornbeck's children
slept. As she trampled on their limbs and bodies, they screamed
from pain and terror. This awoke their father, who came to
their relief. He no sooner interfered in their behalf, than she
declared he was a devil, and the cause of all their trouble, and
that it WaR their duty to kill him. Assisted by her demented
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BODS and daughters, she immediately commenced a murderous
assault upon him. He was thrown down and beaten upon the
head with the heel of a heavy boot until he was insensible.

A man named Abraham Leroy lived in the house occupied
by Hornbeck. Aroused by the affray, he came to the rescue of
hIS neighbor; andcatching one of the young men by the throat,
threw him down, and attempted to hold him. While doing so,
the two bewitched girls assailed him furiously, beating his head
and face with brands from the fire-place, while their other
brother continued to pommel Hornbeck. Both of the men
were seriously injured. One of Leroy'S eyes was destroyed.

While this was going on, Mrs. Hornbeck seized a dinner-hom,
and, running out of the house, blew it to alarm the neighbor
hood. Fortunately it was heard by several young men who
were carousing in a tavern not far off. They immediately pro
ceeded to Hornbeck's, and soon succeeded in subduing and
binding all the evil spirits except one of the daughters, who
escaped to the woods, where she was found next day ensconced
to her arm-pits in a hollow stump, from which she could not
escape. She, too, was secured with cords, and. with the other
members of this strange family, sent back to Claryville, where
they were separated and put under constraint. Thus situated,
in time they recovered from their strange hallucination. It is
believed that similar treatment would cure two-thirds of the
spirit-rappera of our country.

Henry Reynolds, who was among the early settlers in the
neighborhood of Mutton Hill, was a native of Westchester
county. Being a younger son, he could not inherit a fair share
of his father's estate under the aristocratic law ofprimogeni
ture, which prevailed previous to the war of the Revolution.
Hence he became a merchant's clerk. After he was proficient
as a trader, he entered into business on his own account at
Peekskill, and also married a Miss Fowler of Throgg's Neck, a
descendant of Henry Fowler, one of the patentees of the town
ship of East Chester.* This was about 1769. During the next
eight years, his business prospered, and he became the father
of five children-the oldest a daughter, and the others boys.

In early life he embraced the dogmas of Fox and Penn; but
there was nothing in his religious creed which made him loth to
embrace the cause of his country &8 his own. In the language
of that day, he was a fighting Quaker; and 80 active and promi
Dent was he that, when the British visited Peekskill in 1777,
they plundered his store and burned his buildings. He then,
with his wife and five little children, went to Smith's Clove, near

• Bolton'. History of W~(lteheeterCounty. It i. believed that Jeremiah Drake.
who married & daughter of Henrv BevnoldB, lfU a deacendant of Jolm Drake, &D
wicinal propriercr of the ABle pat.:-nt.·
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the present village of Monroe in Orange county, where he
engnged in farming, and also, according to a manuscript before
us, carried on cc pot-baking;" in other words, he was a farmer
and potter,

While here he belonged to an organization of patriots known
as "minute men," who were liable to be called into service
temporarily on any sudden emergency; and was with the gallant
little band, who, under General Anthony Wayne, stormed Stony
Point, on the 16th of July, 1779-" one of the most brilliant
events of the war." •

The ardor and impetuosity of Henry Reynolds would have
led him to enlist in the regular army and for the war, if it had
not been for his helpless children and their dependent mother.
It was his duty to protect and sustain his tender offspring. It
was also his duty to assist in defending and securing the liberty
of his country. And he was not derelict in respect to his obli
gations as a father or a patriot. So emphatic was he in denoun
cing the King of Great Britain and his adherents, that he mude
himself verJ obnoxious to the t-ory riffraff and reivers of his
neighborhood, who on more than one occasion endeavored to
murder him. These miscreants had for their leader the notori
ous Claudius Smith, a particular account of whom will he found
in Eager's History of Orange County. Smith and his band
were guilty of almost e'ver.r crime from petit larceny to murder.
They had their places of concealment in the mountains, from
which they sallied at night to rob, maltreat and murder patriotic
citizens. After doing their nefarious 'work, they retreated to
their caves and dens, carrying with them their plunder, and
when followed to their retreats, fled to the British armv, Lead
ing and influential whigs were particularly the objects of Smith's
vengeance. In the fall of 1778, Major Nathaniel Strong of
Bloominggrove was assassinated in his own house by these mis
creants. So daring and forrqidable were they, that Governor
Clinton offered a large reward for the apprehension of Smith,
who, hearing of the Governor's proclamation, went to Long
Island for safety. Notwithstanding he was within the enemy's
lines, he was followed by Major John Brush and other brave
whigs, who took him prisoner and carried him to Connecticut.
He was conveyed from there to Goshen, where, on the 13th
of January, 1779, he was tried on three indictments for burglary
and robbery, and found guilty. On the 22d of the same month,
he and several of his accomplices, were executed. The wreteh,
in his last moments, labored to disgrace his own mother. She
having predicted that he would die with his shoes on, like a
trooper's horse, he kicked them off while on the gallows, to
prove that she was a liar!

Previous to his execution, Smith's oldest son William was
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shot by whig scouts who were in pursuit of the g<l1lg. After
the death of Claudius, the band was led by another of his sons
whose name was Itichurd. J ames Smith. the third SOD, about
the same time was captured, and it is said hung, but where and
when does not cl.ppear.

In consequence of these events, the surviving memhers of tho
baud swore vengeance Hgaillst all who had been active against
them, 011 the 2tal! of Murch, 1779, five or six of the villains,
headed bv Richard Smith.murdered a whig n.uned John Clark,
near the Iron works, and pinned to his coat the following:

"A 'Y.\n:SlXG TO THE REBEL:-;.-You arc hereby warned at
your peril to desist from hanging any 1110re frion Is to govern
ment as you did Claudius Smith. Yon are warned likewise to
use J ames Smith, Jalnes Fluelling and 'YiUiaul Cole well, and
ease them of their Irons, for we are determined to hang six for
one, for the blood of the innocent cries aloud for vengeance.
Your noted friend Captain 'Yillianls and his crew of robbers
and murderers, we have got in our power, and the blood of
Claudius Smith shall be repaid. There are particular com
parries of us who belong to Col. Butler's anny, Indians as well
as white men, and parficnlnrly n e nbers from New York, that
are resolved to be avenged. on yon for your cruelty and murder,
'Ve are to remind you, that J'ou are the beginners and aggres
sors, for by your cruel oppressions and bloody actions, you
drive us to it. This is the first, and we are determined to
pursue it on your heads and leaders to the last-till the 'whole
of you are murdered." * .

These outlaws were not extirpated until 17H2, ill which year
they attempted to kill Henry Reynolds, when the people of
Monroe assisted bv some troops of 'Vashino'tou's armv who'.J 0 01

were encamped about four miles from Monroe, put an end to
their depredations. Eager, in his Hist-ory of Orange County,
gives a very Ineager and imperfect account of the attack on Mr.
ReJllolds, which he derives almost wholly from tradition.t If

------------
• E:l!.{cr's History of Orange County,
t "13':lljallllll Kelly, one 01 this gang, was shot in the mountains by a man of the

name of JU11C', There wvre three or four of them secreted in the mountains, and the
guards WE're watching for them, Sonw person told June that they were at a certain
spot playing cards, June started to tind them, am} whet} he came ill sight thev were
l~·illg down, but hearing his approach rose up, and as they did so, JUlW shot ·Kelly.
They escaped and Kelly wnndered down near a certam large sulphur spring. where he
was found dead by .Mr. John Henley and his dog, partially covered up with leaves and
brush. ~I:ar him, tied np in a bundle with a bark-string, was the wedding coat of
Mr. Itnnnels, which KrIlv had stolen a short time before. When thev went to
Runnel's house, the faruily Were absent, and when they were inquired of who they
wcr.-, 11l"'Y answered friends. The door was opened by Iumnels, and 011 entering they
immediately attacked him. There were three to one, and in the fi~ht Bnnners received
a cut on the arm which partially disabled him during life. A fe-llow by the name of
)lill~r was one of the three. When the neighbors came in, the rascals had plundered
the bouse and fled; and Runuels WM found, as was SUVl)lIt'p.ll, in a d.'. ing condition."

[F~'1.bl·r·~ History, page 563.
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he had known that in the town of Neversink, in this countv,
there was a living witness of the outrage, (Mrs. Phehc Drake',)
he would undoubtedly have given 3. clear and succinct state
ment of the whole affair. There were Innulre..Is of others in
Sullivan county who knew Henry Reynolds well. and had listened
many tiUICS to his description of the fiendish utn-iupt to murd. r
him, and his almost incredible escape from dt!nth. To recollec
tions of conversations with him and his daughter Phebe, are
we principally indebted for what follows. 'I'hev are still fresh
in the minds of his descendants and other respectable people,
and Illny be regarded as authentic.

On one occasion the avengers of Claudius Smith surrounded
R(~Ylloltl'shouse and endeavored to f\1l'ect an eutrauco ; but the
doors and 'windows were securely bolted and barred. Deter
mine.l not to be balked, they got upon the roof, and were
descending inside the wide old-style chimney, when one of the
family emptied a feather-bed upon the tire, an.l the intruders
were literally smoked ont. Suffocution in the chimney or a
retreat to the open air were the alternatives, and they found tho
latter most desirable.

A second attempt to enter was made in July, 1782, and was
successful. Benjamin Kelley, Phillip Hol.bin, and several others
who were members of Smith's band, went to Reynold's !lOUSO

in the night, and pretending to be a detachmeut from 'V ash
ington's army in search of deserters, he opened his door to them,
after hastily dressing himself. He then hurriedly proceeded to
procure a light, and while engaged at his tire-place with his
back toward them, one of them struck him with the fiat side of
his sword, damned him, and told him to make haste. This
conduct at once revealed the character of his visitors. He
instantly sprang up, got out of the door on the piazza or stoop,
stumbled over something that lay there, and fell. They then
caught him, and dragged him back into the hou se.

Eager says that the family of Reynolds was absent; but his
entire household, including his wife, seven children, and n. lad
who lived with him, were. present. When the scuffle began,
Reynolds called loudly for this lad, who immedintely got up,
and came into the room, when one of the gang seized him,
threw him upon the floor, and told him if he turned his head to
the right or left, they would cut it off. 'I'his so terrified the boy
that he sat as still as if l.e had been made of stone. Mrs.
Reynolds and some of the children also entered the apartment,
She wi...s a timid woman, and pregnant fit the time with a
daughter who afterwards became the wife of Doctor Blake
'Vales. "'Then she saw her husband in the hands of ruffiuns.
and as she imagined about to be murders d by them, she feli
upon the floor in convulsions, and it is believed was unconscious
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for Borne time, and did not witness the most frightful of the
scenes which ensued.

After securing Reynolds, and wounding him in several places
with their knives and swords, they proceeded to hang him in
the presellee of his family, and on the trammel-pole of his fire
place. "Thile they were preparing to do this, his oldest child
(Phebe) made a VIolent effort to prevent them ; but the)" rudely
pushed her awav.

At this time Phel>~ lacked one month of being twelve years
of age. She was a large, robust girl, and was rapidly assuming
the charming outlines of womanhood. Nearlv half of her lift}
had been spent amid the dangers and terrors of war, and her
experience, instead of adding to the 'weakness incident to her
sex, had made her us fearless as she was robust. This circum
stance had much endeared her to her father, who was himself
of H, bold and frank disposition, and the degree of sympathy
and love between them was superior to the instinct of self
preservation.

As soon as the wretches had hung up Reynolds, and thev
supposed he was writhing in the throes of death, they hastilv
dispersed through the several rooms, and commenced plundering
the house, 'when Phebe as hastily caught hold of a knife, and
cut the rope with which her father was suspended. She also
threw the noose frOID his neck, and managed to get him upon n
bed. Almost immediatelv one of the marauders discovered
what she had done, and "they again gathered in the room to
murder Reynolds, The dauntless girl boldly confronted them,
and stood like a lioness at bay between them and the bed.
They ordered her to get out of their way, and declared that they
would kill her if she did not. She replied that she did not wish
to Iive if they murdered her father. They then menaced her
with their swords and knives, when by some means she knocked
a sword from the hand of one of them, and in attempting to
catch it as it fell, he was badly cut on his wrist. Finding that
she 'would be overpowered, she sprang upon the bed, threw her
self upon the body of her father, and clasped her limbs tightly
around him, and thus attempted to shield him from their bloodv
instruments. One of the brutes then lashed her cruellv with
the rope. She did not scream, or moan, or even wince, although
she was marked from head to foot with broad, angry stripes,
At the moment, and for hours afterwards, she was exalted above
physical pain.

Finding that this brutality wag fruitless, they tore her awav
by main strength, and once"more their intended victim was left
dangling in the fire-place, while thev continued their search for
whatever was worth stealing. •

In their haste. they either imagined that they had disabled
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the heroic daughter, or that Reynolds was past help; for they
paid no further attention to her, and thus gave her an oppor
tunitv to rescue her father a second time, After she had once
more" cut the rope, and was leading him to another room, his
strength gave way, and he fell and was unable to get up. She
again threw herself upon his body, in which :position the wretches
found her. 'I'hey then flew at ReJnolds with their knives and
swords, and cut and slashed him until they believed that he
was dead, Phebe all the time endeavored to cover her father
'With her person, and protect him at the expense of her own
life, and in doing so was herself wounded in her forehead and
breast, so that her face was covered and her clothing saturated
with blood. After destroying Reynolds' private papers and
robbing him of everything the)" could carry away, they set fire
to the house ill several places, They also rolled a large stone
against. the door, which opened outwardly, and threatened to
shoot the first one of the fumilv who raised the door-latch.
'I'hen they left, no don bt expecting that the house and all within
it would be consumed, and thus all evidence of their crime
obliterated.

Reynolds had been thrown into a large chest, the lid of which
was closed over him, Here Phebe found her father stiff and
rigid. He 'was apparently dead. ""ith such help as her mother
and the lad could give, she lifted the bloody form from tho
chest, and while they were doing so, a groan escaped from it.
This led her to hope that he was not dead. She immediately
pried open his teeth with the handle of a pewter spoon, and
then put into his mouth a few drops of water. This seemed to
revive him, and she gave him more water, and proceeded to
staunch the blood which was flowing from his wounds,

'Vhile she was doing this, her mother was moaning and walk
ing in a feeble way from room to room, and saw that a bed, a
hogsh~ad o~ tlax, etc., were on tire. .Appal~ed .by this discoVel?~~
she ened, Oh, Phebe, the house IS on fire m three places. '
"'Yhy don't you put it out?" demanded the daughter. "Oh, I
can't, if it burns down oyer our heads!" "Then come and
take care of father. and let me do it." She promptly dashed
wat-er on the burning beds, and placed a rug over the ·:ftax, ana
then went back to her father, 'Vhile she was engaged in dress
ing his wounds, she told the lad WhODl we have alre...dy alluded
to, to go out and alarm the neighborhood; but he did not dare
to leave the house ; so, after doing all she could for the comfort
and safety of Reynolds, she started out herself, Although her
body was cut and bruised, her clothing wet with her own blood,
and she had passed through a scene of great terror, so cool was
she that she noticed the crowing of the cocks of the neighbor
hood, and knew that morning W~lS nr-ur.
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The alarm soon spread from house to house, and shortly after
sunrise a cOlllpany of armed men started ill pursuit of tho
ruffians, who were followed to their retreat in the mountains,
and foul' or five of them killed. Three more were seen. one of
WhOlU, a JOUll~ luau, swore he hall shot-that he was ·I~elley,
the leader of the gang-that he knew he luul killed him because
he had a. good sight of him, etc. 'Ibis proved to be true; fur the
body of Kellev was soon after found in the lwighbol'bo(}(l, partly
covered with 'leaves and brush. ~ear it, tied up with a bark
striiig, was a suit of Quaker clothes which belonged to Iteynolds,

Thev were his weddinz suit as stated bv .EaCY'L'r nlthouszh heJ ~ ,. .. ~, t:-

had then been married about fourteen years. His putriotism
way he estimated, when we say that he never wished to see or
wear the garments again, because they had'becn on the back of
a tory.

'file two who got away wer ...~ afterwards arrested in New
Jersey; but Reynolds coulu not etPl'cill' .lgaill~t them on uccount
of the injuries he had received ; or he would lint from his
Quaker sense of duty.

'Yhile some of his friends were pursuing the muuuulers, others,
including the physicians of the town, were attending to the
necessities of the fuuiilv, Revuolds, it was found, was cut and
stabbe:1 in oyer thirty placeR." One of his ears was HO nearly
severed that it hung down to his shoulder. It was put hack in
its place as nearly as pructicable ; but healed in such a way as
to disfigure him for life. One of his hands also was badly cut,
and he never fully recovered its use.

Phebe did not ~~eenl sensible of her own injuries until every
t!ling possible had heen done for her father. On cxaminution,
it was found that the WOUIHh~ in her forehead and breast were
of a. serious nature, and that her body and limbs were shock
ingly bruised and lacerated. During the tlay, she went to her
father's bed-side. 'Vhen his eyes fell npou her bandaged bod)"
and head, and her bruised face, he was so much affected that
the doctors gave positive orders that she should be kept out of
his sight."

For several 'weeks, Reynclds was on the brink of the grave;
but fortified as it had been by a life of temperance and industry,
his fine constitution in the end triumphed, and he lived to see
his eighty-fifth birthday. While he was swathed and band
aged 80 as to resemble a Dlummy more than allything else, his
neighbors were ver~v kind to him. 'I'hey cut his wheat, gathered
his hay, and provided for his family, and so far as they could,
made him comfortable. The doctors, instead of exacting fees
for their attendance, filled Phebe's hands with silver coin.

• StatemeDt of Phebe Hall.
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Kelley, the leader of the gang, lived within a mile of Reynolds'
hou..,:;e, au.I It:Jhlill within half a. mile." From this we infer that
they munugcd to pass in the neighborhood for whigs, while they
were secretly murdering and robbing the patriots.

This narrative may seem to some like the device of a novelist ;
but there arc scores of people yet living in Fullsburgh and
Neversink, who have heard the facts related by Henry Reynolds
himself, as he exhibited his scars. These people have also seen
and conversed with Phebe, who afterwards married J ereiniah
Drake of Neversink Flats. She died there as late as Novelnber
21, 18:33, and her remains were placed beside those of her
husband, whose decease preceded hers about eight years. 'Ve
are responsible for the manner in which the story is told; but
not for the facts embodied in it. They are precisely what has
been related to us by respectable and truthful people, who
are proud to claim Henry Reynolds as their ancestor; and we
hope Ol.U· narrative will cause all in whose veins flows his blood,
to honor his ashes, and place oyer them a suitable memorial of
Iris worth.

Henry Reynolds' children were: 1. Phebe, who married J ert~

miah Drake; 2. Caleb; t 3. Jesse; 4. Jeremiah ; 5. Reuben;
6. Daniel ; 7~ Polly, who married Doctor Blake 'Vales; 8. Jaul',
'Who married Ephraim Griffin; 9. Elizabeth, who died soon aftei
murrying Ezekiel Gillett; 10. Hophni; 11. Catharine and l\Iartha.
(twinsl-s-Cuthurine married Doctor David 'Vheeler-~Iartha,

Zephaniah Thorn; and Benjamin and a twin which died name
less; and one other who be name we have not learned. One
hundred years after the marriage of Henry Reynolds, it is esti
mated that his descendants numbered upwards of one thousand!
Such virility and fertility are wonderful.

When the town of Neversink was organized in the Jeal' 1798,
Henry Reynolds was elected its first Supervisor, .A.t the same
time, J osi~l~ Depuy, another worthy p.3.triot, was l:lade Tow.n
Clerk. "lllie Reynolds represented Ius town at Kingston, hIS

numerous scars, us well' as his intelligence and worth, made him
popular with the leading men of the old county of Ulster, and
In 1805, he was elected a Member of Assembly, with Lucas.
Elmendorf, James Ross and Selah Tuthill.

At Albany he made but one speech, and that was against a
proposition of Lucas Elmendorf to grant money to the colleges
of the State. ELmendorf contended that without such institu
tions we would have no citizens fit to represent onr country
abroad. 'I'his remark fired the blood of Henry Reynolds, who
arose in his place, and reminded Elmendorf and the House, that

• Letter of Daniel Reynolds.
t Caleb was under General Jackson at the. battle of New Orleans, and W&II never

heard 1rom by his frieuds atterwaeds,
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George 'Vashington and Benjamin Franklin were not greduates
of colleges, and that men of their stamp were fit to represent
their country at the seat of any government on earth. This
speech was greatly applauded by everyone but Elmendorf and
a few other influential leaders." They quietly defeated him at
the next election, by putting the name of Elnathnn Sears in the
place of his.

His attachment to the Quaker creed was earnest and without
abutement ; but he was too independent in his thoughts, words
and deeds to maintain a fair standing with the quietand pacific
people who called themselves Friends, "He was not owned as
a member, but kept the faith." He pinned his creed to DO man's
sleeve. In the hODpst vigor of his soul, he formed his own
opinions on such premises as were afforded him, and no earthly
power could deter him from following what he believed the path
of duty. "He ",'as set in his ways; but always Ret on the right
side," is the testimony of one who knew him many years.

Until his death. he loved his daughter Phebe more than his
other children, ana as he was breathing his last, he called her
to his bedside, and reminding her of the fearful scenes through
which they had passed, thanked her for preserving his life at
the risk of her own.

The children of Jeremiah and Phebe Drake were : 1. Jane,
who married Zachariah Low; Peter; PoUT', who married John
Van Benschoten ; l\Iartha, who married Z(~pher Gillett; Nancy,
who married David Overton; Charlotte, who married -Iohn A.
Low; Henry; J eremiah ; Phebe, who married Alvah Hall.

Peter was in the army in 1812, and died while serving his
country.

Parks and Hall, ,,-1)0 settled on Mutton Hill, were from Litch
field county, Connecticut. Elijah Parks, a son of 'Villiam, Wa.R

the first white male child, and Sally, a. daughter of Hall, the
first white female horn in that region. The Halls intermarried
with the descendants of Henry Reynolds; and Parks, it is said,
was a kinsman of Arthur Parks, ,,"ho was a Senator from the
Middle District from 1777 to 178K. 'Yilliam Parks was 8

Member of Assemblv from Sullivan and Ulater in 1H16.
Doctor Blake Wales was the youngest son of Nathaniel

'Vales, Hd, a farmer of '\Vindham, Connecticut, who had served
creditably as a Captain in the R-evolutionary army, and W8M

present at the taking of Burgoyne, as well as that of Cornwallis.
"Then nineteen years of age, Blake Wales commenced the
study of medicine under Doctor Roger Waldo, of Mansfield,
Connecticut, and was licensed in 1798. In 1799 he removed to
Neversink, and commenced the practice of medicine. He

• Statem~Dt of Richard D. Childs.
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boarded three or four years with a family living on Mutton Hill;
married Polly, a daughter of Henry Reynolds, and purchased the
Cargill place of au original settler named 'Yilliam Alley. Here
he remained until 1829 or 1830, when he removed to the village
of Liberty, where he subsequently died.

In the earl)? part of the present century, the life of 8. rural
doctor had no attraction except the element of respectability.
Medicine ranked with law and divinity as a Iearned profession,
and the ambitious young man, 'when he received his license or
diploma, considered himself within the threshold of honor, and
entitled to rank as a gentleman. His existence thereafter was
full of exposure and unrequited toil. Astride his faithful cob,
with a collection of drugs lashed to his saddle, in fair weather
as well as in the most inclement, during daylight as well as the
dark hours of night, he was subject to the requirements of the
sick and suffering. 'Vear)" and worn, he retired for rest during
the storms of winter; but before morning was summoned to
visit a dying fellow-being, and shivering and reluctant, started
for some backwoods-cabin miles away, and over snow-filled
forest-paths. Rain, sleet, snow and wind-darkness, execrable
roads, and a thousand discomforts not necessary to enumerate,
were manfully endured by Doctor 'Vales for thirty years, when
he removed from the town without a competence, and continued
to practice his profession in another field.

For many years, bears were troublesome to the settlers on
Mutton Hill. Many kept sheep. The region became so noted
for its flocks that it received its present name. BIUin was very
fond of mutton, and indulged his appetite so often that the
farmers could not determine whether bears or the landlord's
agents were the greatest pests. One old bear waxed so fat, and
grew to such huge dimensions, that his memory is still fresh in
local tradition. For a long time the Halls, Reynolds, Drakes
and others unsuccessfully endeavored to destroy him; but traps
and guns did not seem to be effectual. He was never killed;
and in time left the neighborhood. Not so lucky 'was another
which made a raid on Silas B. Palmer's hog-pen; for while he
was intent on slaughtering Palmer's swine, Palmer himself
appeared. with his old fl~t-Ioc~, and while his wife held a light,
shot the Intruder, and killed hun.

Abraham Corgill, who settled on Thunder Hill about the year
1794, was killed while in the woods by the falling of a limb of a
tree. He was the father of -Iohu and James Cargill.

William A. Moore came into the town in 1805. He had five
eons-Benjamin, Comfort, Andrew, William 'V., and Seaman.

Joseph Pierce, Christopher Darrow, Elmer Gilbert, Samuel
Groo, Joseph Carlisle, and several others came previous to the
"great windfall."
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William Denman emigrated from England in 1798, and settled
three miles from Grahumsville. He 'was the progenitor of a
fnmily remarkable for probity, thrift, good sense, and respect
abilitv.

The llHnnOl'y of Indian outrages WR8 still fresh in the minds
of the people in 1788. Neversiuk had been the theatre of
hloodv contests with the rod man, and many imagined that the
dreaded race might yet return and murder tl~e inhabitants.
The young people particularly 'were on the fpl'i vive, and were
often alarmed bv unusual noises in the woods, A few years
after the settlement, a young fellow named Gillett alarmed the
inhabitants of )Iutton Hill by declaring that his father's house
was surrounded hy more than twenty whooping savages. Some
turned out with their guns; but on roaching the scene of sup
posed danger, found that there was nothing more aggressive there
thnn several hooting O,,-lR.

Phineas Booth ill 17~H), bought the farm of Eleazer Larrnbee,
on Thunder Hill. Booth was a rnulntto ; while his wife wag of
mixed Indian and African blood. Although ho loved whisky
and WHS SOBle" hat In ofune, he was a pl'm~p(~r{)us farmer, and a
favorite iu the neighborhood.

'I'he father of Phineas was an African negro 'who was brought
from his native country when a child by Captain Phineas Booth,
the conunnnder of a slave ship. The black lad was Dot sold
with the balance of the cargo; but was kept hy the captain as
a body-servnnt, and in time became a pet of his master.

In Booth's neighborhood lived, with her step-father, a young
white woman who was engaged to be married to a sailor, The
day for the ceremony wag fixed; the guests were invited, etc.,
when her step-father locked her in her room, and told her lover
she would neither see nor marry him. This maddened the would
he grooln, ",rho forthwith went to Rea, without knowing the true
state of atfnirs. AHer his departure, the girl was released, 'went
to Captain Booth, told her story, and rashly declared she would
Inanoy the next man who offered himself, even if he 'were a
llegro. Tho Captnin, believing probably that she would not do
~O, laughingly remarked, "I gness Phin. will have yon," and
then went to the latter, and told him what she had said. 'I'he
Llack lad then called on her with his chupeau under his arm,
and with In<tny polite bows and scrapes, offered her his heart
and hand. They were accepted by the rash girl. To mortify
and vex the relatives who had aberrated the heart of her lover,
she married Captain Booth's slave. She afterwards purchased
the freedom of her husband, who had assumed the name of
his old master, and they gave the same name to this son.

It is said that Phineas Booth, the negro, after he became a.
freeman by marrying, occasionally assuined the beari ng of a
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crnstv old ge.ntl~mil.n;when his wife would quietly say, "Pllincas,
I bought )~Ou of Jour master," and the demon of anger at onoe
left him. He was finally killed by riding at night against a tree
which leaned over a road. The accident occurred on the road
leading from Hasbrouck to Thunder Hill.

Phineas Booth, the son of this ill-assorted "pair, was wen
known to the Grants, Drakes. Ilevnolds, Gilletts and other
respectable citizens of the Neversink country, who always
esteemed hi III highly.

Francis Porter Clune to Grahamsville in 1792, and became
the posgessor of several tracts of land. The soil for one mile
on the east side of the Lacknwaek was held hy fee simple ; also
for half a mile on the west side, Porter owned some of this.
He was the father of -Iededinh. Gideon, Francis, junior, and
Leonurd Porter, besides four daughters. .Jedediah and Gideon
opened what was known as the Porter road from Liberty to
Neversink. It ran by the ,,·ay of Loeh Sheldrake, above
Hasbrouck, and on the south sille of Thunder Hill, to the old
'Yawarsing road, and was mn.le soon after the Brodhead road,

PreviOUR to 1809 the people were obliged to get their flour
made in \Y:lwarsing at Peter Vernooev's mill. In that Jeitr
Livingston built a mill at Grahamsville, under tho superintend
ence of Captain Jerenliah Gale.* This improvement was hailed
with as much delight as the building of a railroad along the
Laekawack would now create; and so pleased were the people
that they procured the appointment of Gale as J ustice of the
Peace. He afterwards married lll:lny of the young people of
the town,

Vernooey, the Wawarsing miller, was a man of excellent
heart. \Ve have received the following anecdote of him Iron)
Avis, the widow of Leonard Porter: Her father, Salmon
Hawley, soon after moving into the woods Oll Thunder Hill.
'was left a widower with seven children. He was by trade a
shoemaker, and when not clearing his land, and attending to
the necessities of his motherless children, traveled from house
to house to make and mend the shoes of his neighbors. Before
grain could be raiser1 on his place, he got out of 1110ney and
provisions, and had. nothing which could be exchanged or bar
tered for food. He went to Wawarsing, and hnmhly laid his
case before "V'ernooey, asking Vernooey to trust him for some
flour, and promising to pay for it in work during the ensuing

* Gale was a captain in the war of lR12. The: following persons were among tilt'
members of hia compuny : Alcxaulvr l:mwll. Lieutenant : Jolm Hall. junior, am) bO(·
:\fit('}H·ll, Corporals: ~llml1el Andrews, Amo» An·ry. DU'"1<l A. Baldwi», John Bivens,
~:lmucl Conch, -Ioscph Connor, Davi.l Cantk-ld, Luther Drake, Holl/'rr Fruzr-r, JoU1l.S
Grcgnrv, 7.t·bnlcn Griffin, Benjamin Homan, Elijah Kinne>, Christ ian J\llll'hill\(·r. ltvh...rt
Hn~·. Fraru-ix A.. Leroy, Benjamin Low, Bradley UOUCl'hIOtl, Hiram santonI. :\0.·1
:'\pra;m', Narhan K S:l(,:~t't, Oliver ~('f-lt-~•• Uriah xr rar.on. JollIi YC)(.r!wt(, V:l,"icl Wyn
J~,'I)I'. .Taull's EI:i"'11l :111,1 oth.... I'~, prj'-n:4",
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fall. The humane miller readily let the poor man have what
he wanted; but told him not to bring his kit to his house until
he had got in his fall-crops. The unexpected kindness of
Vernooey 80 affected Hawley that be never forgot it, and spoke
of it so often that it was indelibly impressed upon the hearts
of bis descendants.

Some time between 1790 and 1795, Abel Downs engaged in
business as a merchant on the H. Burr place. His store con
tained a. small assortment of dry goods, together with rum, tea,
tobacco and a few other articles. Before he came, the people
were obliged to go to the store of I. Dumond, in Rochester,
for their goods. Downs soon left, and engaged in business in
Colchester, Delaware county, where, by continuing at his craft,
he became a wealthy man.

Ebenezer Reed was the town blacksmith as early as 1793.
'The same man established a tannery in 1802.'*

It is said that a doctor named Goodrich was the physician of
the Neversink country as early as 1797. He lived with one of
the Gilletbl, and was iHlcceede(l in 1799 by Doctor Blake 'Vales.
Previous to the coming of Goodrich, the wife of Seth Gillett
administered to the necessities of the sick. She was an intel
ligent woman, and had the credit of being a good doctress.

SODle time after DOWDS left the country, David Curtis opened
a store on the Neversink Flats, at, what has since been kuown
as the Reed place. He afterwards moved to Muttou Hill, where
he continued his business for several year~. Richard D. Childs
was also a merchant of the town at an early day.

The" great windfall" of l\Iarch 20, 1797, was a remarkable
event. It is Jet spoken of as a thing of terror, although three
quarters of a century have elapsed SInce it occurred.

In Rockland and Neversink there had been rain and snow,
followed bv cold 'weather; and these alternations had been
repeated in rapid succession several times, so that the pines
and hemlocks were almost crushed to the earth with the weight
of 8110W and ice which they bore; when a heavy gale set in
froIn the north-west, which blew "vith unabated fury through
the entire night. These things combined, prostrated the timber
011 thousands of acret).

'I'he sounds of a whirlwind. are confined to 8. limited space by
the velocity of the whirling air; but this was no whirlwind; It
was a terrific gale, which carried with it, for miles and miles, the
accumulating uproar produced by thousands of acres of crushed
and crashing forest. 'I'he people of the thinly settled country
were rendered almost insane by the fearful scene. Some fled
from their cabins, fearing that they would be crushed in their

• B. G. Childs' M88.
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beds, and crouched trembling behind the stumps of their clear
ings. Others in heedless panic ran into the woods, as affrighted
horses rush into a burning stable; and pregnant women gave
premature birth to expected offspring.

The track of this storm was north-west from the Lackawack
to some point in the present county of Delaware. No buildings
were destroyed and no lives lost; but the roads were rendered
impassable for some time. For many years, hunters, when lost
in the woods, easily found their way out by traveling parallel
with the track of the great windfall.

William Curry, who died in Neversink on the 24th of Feb
ruary, 1870, was born during this storm, and it nla.y interest the
reader if we state that we ascertained the date of its occurrence
by consulting the inscription on his tomb-stone,

On the 19th of January, 1847, Anna. Barkley, wife of Herman
Barkley, killed her step-daughter .AU1Y, and then committed
suicide. The family lived about four miles north of Graharus
ville. For clo long time Mrs. B. had treated the child cruelly.
She then suffered remorse for her conduct, and conceived tho
notion that she had forfeited a.ll claims on God's mercy by her
inhumanity. She had told her husband several times that she
felt an inclination to kill herself. He believed that this was
done to annoy him; that she was sane, and that she would not
take her own 'life. A few days before the trugdoy, .A.DlY, in tho
absence of Mrs. Barkley, went to her father in tears, and said,
"I am afraid of mother. I believe she will kill or hurt me."
The mother, however, assured him that she did not intend to
harm the child, and this calmed his fears. 1\11'. and Mn;.
Barkley had four other children, the eldest a boy of six years.
On the 19th, the father lose early and went to a neighbor's on
an errand. While returning, he heard the boy scream, "l\fother
has killed Amy and herself!" Entering the house, he found his
wife and daughter with their throats cut. The boy stated that
his mother caught Amy by the throat and choked her. Tho
girl screamed. With one hand still hold of .Amy, l\frs. Barkley
took a razor from a shelf, and opened it with her teeth. Tho
boy sprang for the razor, when his mother pushed him back,
and drew it across Amy's "throat. He then caught up the
youngest (a babe) and ran to the front door; she ordered him
to stop, and sprang towards him, when he told her that his
father "was coming; she looked throu~h a window, saw her
husband, stepped back, and then cut her own throat. It is
probable that his timely arrival saved the other children from
the murderous hands of their insane mother.

Until 1828, there was no post-office in Neversink. At first
the people were obliged to get their letters and newspapers
from Kingston. As tlie postal service was extended, new offices

31
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were erected at nearer points; and in 1828, Richard D. Childs
received all appointment as postmaster of the new office of
Neversink. According to an old map in our possession, it was
located near the centre of the town. In that year a. mail-route
was established between Monticello and Wawarsing. It was
a "one-horse affair." The carrier was David A. Baldwin, an
old man who was subject to a nervous disease, which caused his
head to oscillate rapidly from side to side. He traveled over
the route forth and back once a week, with about a peck of let
ters and papers. On the 31st of March, 1829, the Postmaster
general reported as follows in regard to the offices supplied by
Baldwin:

OffiCE-. Postmaster. Annual net receipts,

Thompsonville ...•... Jonathan Stratton $ 6.45
Fallsburgh Thomas S. Lockwood. .. 19.32
'Voodbonrne Gabriel 'V. Ludlum. . . . . 2.54
Neversink Richard D. Childs. . . . . . 8.3a

Total $26.64

There were at that time but sixteen post-offices in the county,
the aggregate annual net receipts of which were $5:~~8.7].

In the early part of the present century, the people of Kings
ton, ala-ruled at the efforts of Newburgh to attract the trade
and travel of south-western New 'York, projected a great turn
pike-route from their village via Rochester; Neversink, Liberty,
the Cook House and Oquaga, to Chenango Point. It was
popularly known as the Lucas turnpike, from the fact that
Lucas Elmendorf was one of its chief promoters." Although
large landholders were interested in this enterprise, and its
consummation would have enriched them, it 'was not successful.
Part of the road 'was made stretching from the Hudson river
towards the Delaware, but not enough to yield the fruit antici
pated.

III 181t), a road 'waslaid out from 'Yawarsing to the Neversink
river in the town of Neversink) by Benjamin Bevier, John Brod
head, junior, and Andrew I. Lefevre, who were commissioners
appointed for that purpose. To make this road, all real estate
'within onb mile of it ,vas taxed eight cents per acre, and all

.. The title of the Kingston company was tl.e First Great Southwestern Turnpike
Company. The receipts of this l'ODlJ;:lllY WHe not sufficir-u t to k(·t·p the road in good
order. In 1~2(), by all act of the Lrg'islature, the inhabitants who lived along the line
of the road from Kingston to Wnwarsing. were compelled tc expend their highway-taa
on it. Subsequently, all act was passed to allow the company to tax lands adjacent to
their UnA for the completion of the road. The owners of real estat« appealed to the
courts, anti obtained a verdict against the company, The latter besieged the Legisla
ture for relief in various \\a~'s Ulltil18~5J won afkr which the project was abandoned
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situate more than one mile and less than two, four cents per
each acre.

Our history of Neversink will not be complete without a brief
account of the noted suit at law between William H unt and
wife, and James Johnson and David H. Teller. The real parties
to this suit were the Anti-Rent Association of Neversink and
the descendants of Robert L. Livingston, and its object was to
test the Livingston title to Great Lot No.4, and the validity of
the settlement line between the Hardenbergh and Rochester
patents.

There is no doubt that the south-westerly bound of the town
-of Rochester was originally very near the line between Great
Lots 2 and 3, and there were some grounds for the belief that
the line of the town and of the patent in that quarter were one
and the same; but in 1776 the trustees and a committee of
freeholders of Rochester, and certain Hardenbergh proprietors
who were interested, agreed to establish the line where it now
is, and on the 13th of February, 1778, executed a settlement
-deed to that effect.*

There was a general acquiescence in this arrangement for about
seventy years, during which the owners of Great Lots 4 and [)
leased a large number of farms in Neversink to tenants. These
tenants had improved their farms, and very generally had com
plied with the conditions of their leases, until about the year
1844, when there was a combination throughout the State of
those who held land bv leasehold-tenures, to resist the rights
and pretensions of the6'landlords.

One of these leagues or associations was organized in Never
sink. Neal Benson, one of the Livingston tenants, was its
president. Believing or pretending to believe that the settle
ment-line of 1778 was invalid, he obtained a quit-claim of the
right and title of Rochester to lands west of the long established
boundary of the patent of that town. Under an alleged right
derived from him, Johnson and Teller, the nominal defendants
in the suit. cut and removed timber from an unimproved tract
known as Lot No. 47, in Great Lot No.4.

At that time Lot 47 was owned by Elizabeth A. Ridgely, a
daughter of Commodore Ridgely, and a grand-daughter of
Robert L. Livingston. In February, 1850, l\liss Ridgely insti
tuted a suit against Johnson and Teller, for trespass. Archi
bald C. Niven was her attorney, and C. V. R. Ludington and
Wescott 'Yilkiu for the defendants. The cause was tried in
September, 1850, before Malbone "'.utson, a Justice of the
Supreme Court, and lasted ten days. The plaintiff claimed title

• One of the trustees died in J&nuary, 1778. Hence his name was not attached to
She deed.
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as heir-at-Inw to her mother, and adduced a complete chain of
title from 1708, when the Hardenbergh patent was issued, down
to the commencement of the suit. On the other hand, the
defense attempted to proye that the true line between the two
patents ran from the Sand Hills in Mamakating to the Blue
mountains in the town of Liberty, and that consequently Lot
47 was in the grant to Rochester. After able arguments on
both sides, t~e jury rendered a 'verdict for the plaintiff, with five
dollars damages. A. C. ~ivell and Samuel Sherwood, counsel
for plaintiff; Ludington & Wilkin, T. R. Westbrook, Samuel J.
Wilkill and A.. Tabor for defendants.

A great many points were raised on the trial of the cause, on
which the presiding judge had to give opinions; to which
opinion exceptions were taken, and the cause was carried to
the Supreme Court, where it was argued by A. Tabor for the
defendants, and .John C. Spencer for the plaintiff. The Supreme
Court at General Term ordered a new trial for error of the
judge in the admission of certain papers in evidence. From
the decision of the General Term the plaintiff took an appeal
to the Court of Appeals; but by an alteration of the law regula
ting appeals, it became necessary to discontinue the appeal,
and try the cause again at the Circuit.

In the meantime, the plaintiff had intermarried with William
H. Hunt, and by an application to the conrt, he became a party
plaintiff; and in May, 1853, the cause was again tried in l\IontI
cello, before Justice 'Villiam B. Wright, and a jury. About a
'week was consumed by the trial, which resulted in a verdict of
ten dollars for the plaintiff A.. C. Niven and Henry Hogehoom
for plaintiffs ; Ludington & 'Vilkin, George 'V. Lord and S. J.
Wilkin for defendants.

The defendants moved for a new trial at the Special Term in
September, 1H;j3, on a case made, and the court denied the
motion, on which judgment was entered for plaintiffs for ten
dollar!"; damages, and ~.)22.14 costs. From this judgment an
appeal was taken to the General Term, where it 'was argued by
Henry Hogeboom for the plaintiffs, and Lyman Tremain the
Attorney-general of the State, for the defendants, and the
decision of the Special Term affirmed,

The defendants then appealed to the Court of Appeals, which,
after hearing Nicholas Hill for the plaintiffs, and Lyman Tre
main for the appellants, affirmed the decision of the Supremo
Court, and overruled all the exceptions taken by the defendants
on the trial.

This was the most important controversy in regard to real
estate which ever occurred ill Sullivan county. After the final
decision the tenants very generally purelu...sed the fee-simple of
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the farms which they had cultivated, and the anti-rent excite
ment subsided.

In 1871, George B. Childs purchased the remaining interest
of the descendants of Hobert L. Livingston in Great Lot
No.4.

On Sunday, the 24th of July, 1859, fifteen to twentv men
engaged in piling and burning brash on the land of "James
Roper, in the Nauvoo neighborhood. All of them drank rom,
but not to excess. About a o'clock in the afternoon they quit
work, and passed the house of Peter Brehany, where most of them
stopped, and several of them were treated to whisky by him. Here
Patrick Kane engaged in a. quarrel with Peter and Au~stusBre
hany about an ax, when John Cochrane and Thomas Norton got
~ssessionof it, and threw it away. Peter Brehany and Kane got
mto a scuffle, and Thomas Brehany and \Villiam Cunningham
into a fight. Thomas threw ""illiam, and the latter turned his
antagonist, when a man named Dolan fell upon him, and was
pulled off by Cunningham's daughter. Then the mother of the
Brehany's took a part, and pulled Cunningham's hair, erving,
"Don't kill a sick man," meaning Thomas, who seemed to be
getting the worst of the tnssel, Robert Fitzgerald pulled her
off, and the combatants separated. Cunningham started for
home; but the Brehanys continuing their quarrel with Kane
about the ax, he came back. As he reached the group, several
were fightinl? Augustus Brehany attempted to stab Kane with
no pocket-knife, and made 8 pass with It at John McCormick
and Robert Fitzgerald, With the same knife, he struck Cun
ningbam in the left side, and the blade severed a rib and entered
the left ventricle of the heart. Cunningham fell backwards,
fighting as he went down, and Edward Norton took him to the
side of the road, where Thomas Brehany struck him (Cunning
ham) on the head with a stone. The latter died in ten or fifteen
minutes after he was wounded. Andrew Reynolds, a Coroner,
held an inquest. The jury brought in a verdict as long as 8

bill of indictment, the substance of which was that Cunningham
was murdered by Thomas and Augustus Brehany, assisted by
Peter Brehany. Immediately after the killing, the Brehanys
fled. The Sheriff of the county offered a reward of two hundred
dollars for the arrest of Thomas and Augustus. The former,
after wandering a few days in the woods, gave himself up to a
Justice of the Peace at Parksville. He was tried for his crime.
It was proved that the blow on Cunningham's head did not
inflict a mortal injury, and he got off with a few months'
imprisonment in the county-jail. Augustus was never heard
from afterwards, and Peter was no more culpable than half a
dozen others who participated in the melee.

In the fall of 1856, a young man named George Garrot com-
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mitted suicide near Claryville under circumstaneea which w~re

unaccountable, He was 8 resident of Chicago, Illinois, and
had maintained an irreproachable character from his boyhood.
On the 14th of October, he came to Claryville to consummate &.

matrimonial engagement with Miss Eliza St. John, an adopted
daughter of Colonel Gideon E. Bushnell. The marriage took
place on the 15th, and on the morning of the next day Gsrrot
disappeared. His absence excited wonder and distress, In
quiries were made for him throughout the neighborhood; but it
could not be ascertained that he had left by any traveled route.
His friends searched for him during the next five days, and
finally found his dead body in the woods, about a mile from
Colonel Bushnell's house, suspended by his cravat to the limb
of a tree. It was nevee known why he hurried from his bride
of less than 8 day to commit self-murder. If he was insane, his
conduct led DO one to suspect the fact. In marrying, he had
apparently followed the impulses of his own heart. No cloud
obscured the dawn of the new life before him. And yet, with
out an explanation or a premonition, he rushed from the blissful
relation he had assumed to 8 suicide's grave.

It is uncertain whether the Methodists or the Baptists organ
ized the first Church of Neversink. We know that the latter
formed a Society here under the preachin~ of Nathaniel J.
Gilbert, previous to 1809. It was a branch of the Pleasant
Valley Church of Dutchess county, and the Liberty Church was
a. branch of the Neversink Society. Thus the latter was the
branch of a branch. In 1809, Levi Hall was the beloved
"Elder and 'Vatchman" of the Neversink Church. How long
it had an active existence is unknown. It is believed its pros
perity culminated previous to the controversy which divided the
Baptists into Old School and New School; and that it thereafter
ceased to have an active existence. In 1869, the Society was
re-organized at Low's Corners, and a church built. The Society
is said to be flourishing, and numbers over one hundred mem
bers. The seed sown in early times, though it remained dormant
for a season, has evidently germinated with much vigor.

On the other hand, the Methodists claim that they formed the
first Church-society, and built the first church-edifice of the
town at Grahamsville. This claim is possible; but we would
have more respect for it, if the further claim was not added,
that the first preachers were Rev. -- Nichols and Rev. -
White, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Nichols was neither
an ordained minister nor a Methodist. He was a Presbyterian
layman, who sometimes addressed religious assemblages before
regularly authorized clergymen visited the town.
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The Methodist Episcopal church at Neversink was built in
184:i, and was dedicated on the 8th of November of that year.
Before the church was erected, the Society worshiped in private
houses and the school-house of the neighborhood. 'I'his may
be said of nearly every Methodist Episcopal Church in the
county.

The only Quaker or Friends' meeting-house in the county is
at Grahamsville. These quiet and inoffensive people have had
a foothold in Sullivan for nearly seventy-five years. Their first
meetings were held in the house of a Friend, in Liberty-prob
ably that of Earl, the Quaker, 'who bought a lot of Eleazer
Larrabee, the first settler, in 1797. The meetinz was subse
quently moved to the house of Doctor Blake "'Vales, in Never
sink; then to the "Round school-house;" next to the house of
'Yilson Merritt, on Thunder Hill; then to a school-house in
that neighborhood, for the use of which they furnished the
stove; and finally to Grahamsville, 'where the "good spirit"
moved Leonard Porter to build a meeting-house at his own
expense; and the same "spirit" moved the Quarterly Meeting
to take charge of the house, and reimburse Friend Porter. The
building was erected in 1838. But few have attended the
meeting at any time. As old Friends died, new ones were
added. The membership has been about the same from time
to time. While on Thunder Hill, there 'was no other religious
meeting in the neighborhood, and the people generally attended.
Prospects were then encouraging. Although the)" have not
added largely to their numbers, they have succeeded in inocu
latin~ many strong minds with some of their peculiar ideas.
Passing events, too, have had an influence on the members
themselves, as the following anecdote of Hetty Divine and
Daniel Reynolds proves: During the late civil war, Friend
Hetty continued steadfast in her opposition to slavery, but her
voice was for war; while Friend Daniel held to the principles
of peace; but abjured abolitionism. The two met-compared
views, and had 8 lively controversy, which terminated thus:

Hetty--Friend Daniel, thee is too much of a slave-man for a
Quaker!

Daniel-And Friend Hetty, thee is too much of a war-woman
for a Friend !

Which was right, and which 'Wrong?
Rebecca Grant and Nancy Hall have been preachers of "the

meeting."

The Reformed Church of Grahamsville was organized on the
1st of July, 1844, with twenty-five members, among whom were
Henry Clark, Cornelius H. Sheeley, John ,rells and John D.
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Dean. The church-edifice of the Society was built during the
same y~ar. Since its formation, the Society has had six pastors,
viz : Thomas B. Gregory from 1844 to 1848; John W. Ham
mond, 1849--52; Calvin Case, 1852-53; William R. S. Betts,
1854-56; David A. Jones, 1858-63; John W. Hammond, 1863
67; ":"illiam E. Turner, 1857.

Another body of the same communion has a Church in Clarv
ville, whose official name is the Reformed Church at Upper
Neversink. Its church-edifice is the only one of the place.
The Society has thus depended on supplies, and has had no
regular pastor. The first 'was James E. Barnart, from 1851 to
1856. Since the last named Jear, its pulpit has been supplied
by the Church at Grahamsville.

From 18;31 to 1854, Mr. Barnart officiated as a stated supply
in Brown Settlement.

In 1844, the Mormons or Latter Day Saints made several
converts in this town. They held their meetings generally in
what is now known as the Nauvoo neighborhood, at a house
since occupied by a Roman Catholic Irisluuan named Patrick
Burt. Jedediah M. Grant, who was afterwards Ma.vor of Halt
Lake city, second Councilor of Brigham Young, anti a Ml~nlher
of the Legislature of Deseret, 'was the missionary of the Suiuts,
and presented his faith to the people of Neversink in such a
way, that some who 'were considered intelligent as well as honest,
embraced it. Among the converts 'were Horace Gillett and
Isaac Groo and their wives, William L. Brundage, John Hodge
and Miles 'Vheaton. Jedediah M. Grnnt was succeeded by his
brother Joshua and some other propagators of Morrnonisln.
'I'he converts were finally gathered together and started for the
fold of Bl~gh~m Young at Salt ~ake. Groo became a pr?mi
nent man In Utah. He was appomted a Re~ent of the Univer
sity of Deseret, etc., and gave practical evidence of the faith
that. was in him by becoming the husband of four living wives.
Gillett died of cholera on the Plains, while on his way to the
land of promise and polygamy. He was much beloved in
Neversink, Notwithstanding his dereliction from the faith
of his fathers, a long and laudatory announcement of his death
appeared in one of the newspapers of the county.

The Nauvoo neighborhood is now generally occupied by
industrious Irish farmers, who revere all the Saints of their
faith; but who anathematize these Latter Day Saints as the
offspring of the devil.
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From To

17980.000. . Henry Reynolds 000 .. 0o' 00.0 1799
17990 ~0 r("eor;l~ 0000• 0•00•••• 0 lSO~)
IROU. 0 0• 0 'Vini~Ull Parks 000.•. 00•• 00.. 1811
1811.....•••••.. \VilliaIn O'o1'tol1, junior 00......•••. 0.. 1812
1812 ...• 00 \Yilli~un Parks 0 000•...... 1815
1~15 0....• 0 Herman 31. Hurdenbergh 00• 00. 0... 1817
18170• 0. 0.• 000.. \Yillialll Parks 0. 00. 0. L820
18200 ... 0.••• 00. Herman :\1. Hardenbergh 0•. 00. 00••... IR2H
182~ .. 000..• '....•John Hall. junior. .. . 00 0 1825
1825 ... 0. 0.••... Riehanl I). Childs. . . . . . .. . .. 0• • • . .. IH~9

18:29 ....•• 0• 0...•JOh11 Hflll 0 0•.•... 0 1830
lS30 Jelledinh Porter 0. 0.• 00••• 0.•• 000 lA3H
18:3:3 •...•.•••... Samuel A.I1l1}'("\ws 0.•. 0000.• 0 IH:1t)

1835 0.••• 0.. Amos Y. Grant 0 00• 0 0.. 18~R
1838•••. 0••. 0... Samuel Andrews. 0•..... 0.......• 0... ISm
1840 ....•.•••... \Yilliuln \Y. Moore 0 ••••••••• 0 •••••• " 184:i
1843 •. 0.••••.... oJohu -Iohnsorr 0• 0••••. 0.. 0 " 184fi
1845 .. 000.• 0•... Daniel Pierce .. 00•• 0•••• 0.. 0 184R
1848 0.••. 0• 0•...•Joseph L. l\loore ... 0..• 0. 0•.... 0. . .. 185()
18500 .••••• 0•... Xeal Benson 0•••..••...... 0 lR5B
185:-J 0•... Hi~h~' Everett .. 00.. 0.•..•..... 0 IH;j!
IHt)4 0 0 Arthur Pulen................. u,;');)

18t);) 0....•••.... Asa Hodgp 00.• 0•.. 0. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. V;~j()

IH56 .. 0• 0• • . . .. .r01111 Pit-'l·ee ..... 0 0.. 0 " .. IH~)7
1857•••..•• 0 Stephen Andrews 0..•.. " IH;jH
18590 ....•... 0.. Xctthau C. Clark 0. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1~ti1

IH61 0•.. 0 ••.... Clark Eaton .. 0.•.•........ 0. . . . . . .. IHfj~

1862 .. 0• 0. 0. 0., Isaac Grant 0.. 0••• 0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. It;t:H
1864..•... 0 • • •• Fo A.• Porter ... 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• ISH;'')
1865..•......... \Yilher Lament IHo7
1867•.•••... 0 ••• ffeorge B. Child~.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. lS71
1871•••••••..... \Yilher L:l1])~nt.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. IH7~

1872. 0• 0•.• 0 George Bo Chilcls. . . . . . .. . IH7H
1873•••. 0 ••••••• Gordon C. Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. '.' 1~7·J





CHAPTER XV.

THE TOWN OF ROCKL.UU).

A bill to take Rockland from Neversink, was introduced in
the Legislature of 1809, and was made a law on the 29th of
March of that year. It provided that the new town should
have an existence on the first day of April, 1810, and that its
first meeting should be at the house of Isaac Worden. In the
act, the original bounds of the town are thus given: Beginning
on the division of Great Lots 4 and 5, and on the division of
John R. Livingston, and Robert R. Livingston, in the Harden
bergh patent, and running from thence south twenty-three
degrees west to the town of Liberty; thence along the north
east bounds thereof to the county of Delaware; thence along
said county easterly until it intersects the division-line of Great
Lots 5 and 6; and thence south-easterly along said division-line
80 far that a course of south twenty-three degrees west will
strike the place of beginning. .

Rockland is bounded on the north-west by Delaware county;
north-easterly by Ulster ; eastwardly by Neversink, and south
westerly by Liberty, Callicoon and Fremont. A considerable
portion of its area is too broken and rough for cultivation,
particularly its highlands; while its river-bottoms and the low
lands along its streams are fertile and easily cultivated. Those
who gave it its name were honest when they pronounced it rock
or rocky land; but the name was an unfortunate one, because
it caused settlers to avoid it, when they could have found
within its borders much that was desirable.

No town in the county is noted for more rivers and creeks
than Rockland. The Beaverkill is found in the north-west
section of the town; while the 'Villiwemoc crosses it from east
to west. The latter has numerous tributaries, several of which
are of considerable magnitude, and it affords scenery which is
highly appreciated by people of culture and fine taste. For
many Years, these streams have been favorite resorts of artists
and men of wealth and refinement, who find an attraction in
pure water, invigorating air, and the charms of wild and uncul
tivated mountains and valleys.

("4901l _
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There are in Rockland no less than fifteen lakes and ponds.
Tll~se varv in size from a few acres to several hundred. A
description of them would Wei\ry the reader, Among them are
"'C" t-'per, Mongaup and Hodge ponds in the eastern section of
the town; Big and North ponds in the south-eastern; Shaw in
the southern; Burnt Hill and Jenkins in the western; and
Sand, Mud and Knapp ponds in the central

Until a few years ago, north of the town there was an
nnbroken wilderness which was of such extent that it required
a day to pass across it. This immense forest was occupied by
wild beasts only, and was the favorite hunting-ground of hardy
and adventurous Nimrods. Perhapsmore wolves, bears, p3.ll
thers and deer have been killed by residents of Rockland during
the last forty Years, than in all the other towns of the county.
We shall give" on future pages the adventures of some of the
hunters of Rockland.

POPULATION-VALUATION-TAXATION.

Year.
I
"Popu-IAssessed Town IC? and

------------1 laban.I Value. ;Charges_I State.

309 1 S108,203; 1110.421 $146.21
405 69,1171 363.83! 159.82
547 59,307 478.051 386.63
826 61,753, 464.9:3

1

1 250.20
1,175 67,7791 646.75, 466.61
1,616 125,518! 490.19! 863.98
1,946 119,1971 2,729.88! 3,075.19

1810 .
1820 .
1830 .
1840 ...............•...
IS50 .
1860 .
1870 .

After the Revolutionary war, if any Indians remained in the
county, their wigwams were in Rockland. The grea.t abun
dance of wild animals as well as fish, and the warm and sheltered
river-bottoms where the squaws raised maize and the other
cereals known to Indian agriculture, rendered it fit for the
subsistence of the red man, and he abandoned it with reluctance.
In its natural state it was a sal-age paradise, and not until
Rockland was surrounded by white settlements, did the Lenape
hunters abandon it. Even after Nanisinos, their chief, had
sold it to Major Johannes Hardenbergh, and he and his asso
ciates had received a patent from Queen Ann, they refused to
permit the servants of the pale-faced proprietors to visit this
land, which was to them a region of abundance. An old tradi
tion relates that a party of white men, headed by a person
named Daniel Benker, attempted to penetrate Rockland for the
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purpose of exploring it, and that when near the Falls of Little
Beaverkill, they encountered a number of savages, who at once
exhibited signs of hostility. The whites fled, and all but
Bonker escaped. He, while crossing the stream, fell from a log
into the water, and was fired upon and wounded by his pursuers.
They took him prisoner, and bound him to a. tree, and then left
him.* What they intended to do with him is unknown; proba
bly nothing more than deter him from going fa.rther into the
country. Some of his party returned and released him, or he
probably would have become food for wolves.

It is difficult to decide who was the pioneer of this town.
Several families came in during the spring and summer of 1789,
and the descendants of each claim that their ancestor was the
first white inhabitant. Our sources of information may be
limited; yet from all the premises we are inclined to award the
honor to Jehiel Stewart and his family, and his brother Luther.

At the close of the Revolutionary war, Jehiel Stewart was
Iiving in Middletown, Connecticut. In 1788, he removed with
his family to Wa,varsing, Ulster county. He remained there
about a year, and then, in company with Luther, went to Rock
land, which was at that time in the old town of Rochester. His
route was along the Lackawack, and across the hills to
~he Neversink. After fording the latter, he crossed the Shaw
place, and proceeded to the Beaverkill. He then traveled down
the Beaverkill, crossing and recrossing it twentv-five times
before he reached the Big Flats, where he had concluded to
settle. He had to cut his waY.' through with an ax, and trans
ported his furniture and family on ox-sleds. Although it was
In the beginning of the warm season, when there was no snow
on the ground, a rough road thus cut through the woods was
better for sleds than wagons. He camped out each night, and
consumed nearly two weeks in working his wa.r to his future
home. While encamped one evening, he found that his cows
were missing, and got upon 8. high rock to discover them. He
saw them, as he supposed, in a distant opening. He told his
children to go after them. As the little ones approached the
.opening, the animals winded them, and ran away, making a
singular rattling noise with their hoofs. They were a large
drove of elk.

While on his way to the Big Flat, Lydia, his little daughter,
strayed away into the woods. Her father and good "aunt
Rachel," her mother, hunted for her all night, and their anguish
was intense when they heard the howling of the wolves, as well
as the noises made by other wild animals. They believed that
she had been tom to pieces and devoured, and reproached

• Lotan Smith"s MSS.



themselves for having exposed their offspring to the perils of a
trackless wilderness; but they continued to search the thickets
in the morning, 'When their joy 'was great as they saw their lost
child coming toward them. 'Vhen they asked her where she
had been, she answered, "Along-side a/lo~ sleeping." With
child-like faith, .she had gone to rest in the wilderness, and slept
the sweet sleep of innocence, undisturbed by the fearful
sounds around her."i\-

As soon as he reached his place of destination, Stewart erected
8 temporary shelter of hark and poles, and then commenced a
clearing and the construction of a. dwelling, He huilt the first
house and mill, and kept the first inn of the town. Robert
Cochran and a mall named ,yest, natives of Mas~achnsett~,

were addecl to the settlement in 1789. .A. l\[r. Bascom located
one mile west of Purvis post-office, and Thomas Mott, three
brothers named ,rordf'n and -Iarnes Overton, 0110 mile south of
it. In 1790, Peter Williams and Cornelius Cochran carne to
the tOWIl.

We cannot now estimate properly the trials and hardships
endured by -Iehiel Stewart and his neighbors. .At first they
had to transport from 'Vawarsing 011 sleds drawn hy oxen, fir
on their own shoulders, e\"ery ounce of food they consume-d,
except the giune they found in the woods, In 17~JO, one of
them actuallv traveled on foot from the confluence of the
Beaverkill a n~'l \\~illiwemoe to Vernooey's ruill in 'YaWitrsiug, to
procure flour for his family, The distance was forty-fi ve miles,
and the journey to and from the mill ninety!

Mr. West did not long endure this kind of life. He died in
1790, and was buried in the neighborhood. Although his de
cease was thus early in the days of the settlement, he 'was
preceded in his advent to the world of spirits by Sylvanus, a
son of Jehiel Stewart. Mr. 'Vest has left no descendants in
the town. Some may suppose that his name is perpetuated in
Westfield Flats; but the supposition 'Will be based on au error;
for that locality was thus desi~ated by some of the early
settlers, because they came from \festfield, in New England.

•James Overton came to Rockland in 1790 or 1791, and settled
at Purvis, or, as it was once known, Upper Westfield.

Overton had married, before the commencement of the Revo
lutionary war, a daughter of Joseph, and sister of William Ellis,
of Bloomiugburgh. He and Sibylla, his wife, began their
married life in a log-cabin about two miles south-east of Bloom
ingburgh. The Shawangunk frontier was at that time constantly
agitated by rumors of Iiidian raids, and Overton was frequently
called upon to perform military duty in defense of his country,

• Hunters of Sullivan.
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In the fall of 1777, when Fort Montgomery was taken, the com
pany to which he belonged was marching to the Highlands,
when they heard that the Americans were overpowered. It
was worse than useless to proceed farther; consequently they
resolved to return home after refreshing themselves In the
woods by the roadside. While here, a. detachment of British
light cavalry carne dashing up the road, gay and exultant.
They were scouring the conntry in search of Americans who
had escaped from Fort Montgomery, and they found more than
they were seeking. As they passed the Mamakating company,
ll, galling fire emptied their saddles, and the militiamen rushed
from their covert to secure the riderless horses. Overton
caught 8. fine gray mare, on which he rode home, and from
which he subsequently reared several colts.

The summer and fall of 1779, were full of terror to the
residents of l\Ialuakating. Overton's family then consisted of
his wife and three children (Molry, David and Rachel). In the
absence of her husband, the young mother sometime abandoned
her horne at night, and with her children slept in the woods or
in a rye-field. Rachel was but ,1. few weeks old, and very cross j

but it was observed that ou such occasions she \Val; very quiet.
For secnrity, Overton removed to the house of Joseph and
'Villialn Ellis. This house at that time, contained five families,
Amone; them were the wives and children of Willia.m Harlow
and Lieutenant Thomas ~lott, the latter of whoiu moved into
Rockland one year after Overton.

"Love is the master-passion," and young men will enjoy the
society of their sweethearts under the most adverse circum
stances. Joseph Ellis had tW0 niurriageable daughters, one of
whom had a lover named 'I'hoiuas Oliver, and the other a beau
named Touipkins Ollie. Ellis' house literully swarmed with
men, women and babies. There w--re no facilities for courtship,
aud yet the combustible hearts of the youn;; Well iueoutiueutly
hovered around the tlaines which fired them.

'Vhile approaching the house vue evening, the young men
agreed to frighten Harlow, who was on gu'Lrl1. Jusc before
they got within reach of his lead, thev made sufficient noise to
attract his attention, when he .~hallellgeJ. them, ~ut receiving
any reply, he repeated the chnll-uge several tiuies, raising the
tone of his voice at each repetition. IIH theu cocked his gun,
and was about to fire, when they laughell heartily, and let him
know who they were. ",Vhpn they entered th~ house, however,
their merriment degenerated into vexation. The youug ladies,
alarmed by the noise in the road, hall fled to a neighboring
swamp to save their scalps! After much hallooiug, the trem
bling fugitives were induced to return, C:LUU ill time each young
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8p3rk took one of the scalps home with him, and it reposed in
loving security on his manly bosom for many _years.

Overton and others were led to locate in Rockland by John
R. Livingston, who offered to sell farm-lots for seventy-five cents
per acre, each purchaser to draw for a lot. .A. lot in "restfield,
near the line of Delaware countv, fell to him. It did not suit
him, and he took another 'which" William Ellis had previously
drawn, and which is now owned by Alexander Overton, of
Purvis. This lot he cleared and occupied. His first visit to
Rockland was made with his son David, who was then a sturdy
lad of thirteen years. To the shoulders of each was slung 8

knapsack, filled with provisions, powder, lend, and other articles,
and the father carried a gun, and the son an ax. From Mama
kating Hollow the)" followed a path until they reached the
~eversink, in crossing which they narrowly escaped with their
byes. 'I'he ford was unsafe on account of high water; never
theless they attempted to reach the opposite shore by wading.
While l\lr. Overton had hold of his son's hand, David was
swept down stream against him. Both lost their foothold.
Providentially about twenty rods below the ford was a large
rock, against. which a tree had lodged, with its roots against the
shor.e and its top in the river, Agninst this tree both were
carried. lIr. Overton had dropped his gun. As he mounted
the trunk, he saw the hoy clinging to a branch with one hand,
while he held the ax in the other. He then hastened to David,
who held up the ax, and told his father to throw it to the shore;
but the latter dropped it, and rescued his son. They reached
the shore, thoroughly drenched, and very glad that they had
escaped with their lives, and a pound of unwet powder. On
taking an inventory of their effects, they missed two hats, one
ax, one gnn, and one knapsack and its contents. The contents
of the other knapsack (David's) were dnmaged ; but the powder
was dry.

There were then living near the fora three or four families.
l\Ir. Overton hoped that one of them could supply him with
hats; but was disappointed. However, a woman lent him two
handkerchiefs, which he and David used for head-gear. Some
of the settlers also let him have a new stock of provisions, and
he staid in the neighborhood until the water fell, when the ax
and gun were recovered, and our travelers resumed their journey.

There was at that time a Toad from Denniston's ford to
Neversink Flats, where it intersected the route pursued by
J ehiel Stewart ana other pioneers of Rockland; but it does not
appear that the Overtons passed that way. David Overton
during his life uniformly declared that they followed a line of
marked trees from the Neversink to Upper Westfield, While
on their way, they saw a large number of elk.
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David Overton lived in Purvis until he was nearly ninety-five
years of age. U ntil a year or two before his death, which
occurred in 1872, his memory of old times was very distinct.
In the early days of the settlement, he could stand in his
f~ther's door, and kill all the deer ll~c~sarJfor family consump
tion. He saw from thirty to forty of these animals at once,
and ill broad daylight, in Shandley" pond. Five or six of the
bucks seemed to be in a circle, playfully pawing the water,
rearing upon their hind legs, and striking at each other with
their forefeet. He approached them to get a good shot, but
they winded him, and ran away. "It was a common thing to
kill n.~ luau)" deer in a. single day as a horse could draw! Tho
streams were full of the largest kind of trout," 'Vild turkeys
'were not unknown, and if he craved stronger meat, the fastidi
ous pioneer shot or trapped a bear.

•James and David Overton planted the first apple-trees of the
town. They procured the.ill east of the Shawangunk, and carried
them to Rocklaud on their backs. They also got apple-seeds,
and established a large nurser)", from which the early settlers
of Liberty (lad Rockland obtained young trees for transplanting.
From one of his expeditions to Mamakating, J ames Overton
returned with 8 white-oak stick which he had used as a cane..
He thrust one end of it into the ground, and it took root and
hJTe,v. It is now two feet in diameter, and probably the only
tree of the kind in Rockland. The residents of the 01 surround
ing country, when they wished to procure white oak bark for
the sick, resort. to this tree. It is to be hoped that it will not
be seriously mutilated by them.

•James Overton's family consisted of five children: ~Iary or
Polly, David, Rachel, Deborah and James, junior. David's
children numbered thirteen; six of them were SOil'S, one of
whom (Alexander) has furnished us with many interesting facts
for this chapter,

The boundaries of R.ocklanJ were established by 'Yillianl
Parks of Parksville, David Overton, 'Villiaul Parks, junior, and
Isaac pJacksou. David Overton was a Justice of the Peace for
nine year~, and held nearly eyery other town-office, except that
of Supervisor. .

The first frame-house of Rockland was built at Purvis, and is
still standing. As one roof decayed, another was put over it.
It has three set." of rafters, the second above the first, ana the
third above the others.

The first physician of the town was Doctor John Gray, who
carne from Manlakating in 1808. In a few years he was too old

'" This pond received its name from M. de Shandley, a Frenchman, who discovered
it 'while he lived at Purvis.
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to J.>ractice in a new country; but he continued to live until a
majority of residents forgot he was a doctor.

According to David Overton, William Randall, a Baptist, was
the first preacher who visited the town. This however, is dis
puted by others, and what is known of the matter is discussed
m another paragraph of this chapter.

On the same authority the statement is made that the first
church of the town was erected in Brown Settlement near
Debruce. It is a singular fact that, although religion had long
been in a flourishing state in more wealthy and populous
sections of Rockland, this church was mainly bnilt by men who
were not professors of religion. There is now a. church at
Lower Westfield Flats; another at "Shin creek; and another at
Purvis. These belong to the Methodists, and it is believed were
built in the order in which they are named. Doctor Edward
Livingston {a son of John R.) was a liberal contributor toward
the last. lIe was a member of one of the most distinguished
families of the State. There was no society, however exclusive
and refined, which did not welcome him to its charming circle.
He married a lady of his own station in life. Both were rich,
and both had reason to anticipate a large measure of the pleas
ures of this world. But from some unexplained cause, she
became hopelessly insane, and spent tlie remainder of her days
in an asylum; while he, less happy than his unhappy 'wife,
because his capacity for suffering was not impaired, buried
himself in the woods of Rockland. Except at brief intervals,
he lived. at Purvis for forty years. He 'was noted for his
liberality to the Church of Purvis; for kindness to the poor, and
for spending large sums of money in building and improving
the place. And he was remarkable for another peculiarity,
When he attempted to make a straight mark with a. pen, the
general course of the line was straight, although composed of
innumerable graceful curves.

The Livingstone, who at first owned about half of the town,
were anxious that Rockland should be called Westfield, instead
of being designated by its more significant appellation. The
following advertisement published in 1808, in the Ulster Plebeian,
confirms this assertion:

, 'FIFTY FAR~IS, lying in the town of Westfield, in Ulster
county, to be leased for three lives on the following terms,

viz : Three years next after date of the lease, free-The fourth
year at the rate of five bushels of wheat per hundred acres
Fifth year ten bushels per hundred acres-After which, and

32
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during the continuance of the lease, fifteen bushels per hundred
acres. JOHN R. LIVINGSTON,* Esquire."

These terms seemed more favorable to many poor people
than the fee-simple of the land at seventy-five cents per acre.
They did not reflect that the interest on seventy-five dollars
was but $5.25, while the wheat rent after the fifth year was not
less than $20; in addition to which, the improvements in the
first case was for the benefit of the occupant, and in the other
added to the wealth of the landlord.

The fact that Rockland was settled before Liberty, Bethel
and other less remote towns, may be accounted for by the
hypothesis that a considerable part of its territory was owned
by members of the Livingston family, who had no other
property, and that their necessities led them to manage their
wild lands in such a ,,·ay as to receive an income from them at
the earliest practicable moment. J ehiel Stewart and others
who settled on the Big Flats, which was considered the choicest
section of Rockland, paid but seventy-five cents per acre for
the foe-simple of their farms.

Until 1800, the people of Rockland had but limited facilities
for communicating with the inhabitants of other sections. The
old H unter road was not then made. John Hunter had not at
that time an interest in Great Lot No.5, unless it was a pros
pective one. The route generally traveled was probably the
one opened by J ehiel and Luther Stewart in 178:1. As it ran
several miles through the woods, over stony ground, and across
rapid streams, it must have been literally" a hard road" for
even hardy and adventurous frontiersmen to travel. In 1800,
the road from Neversink to Westfield by the ,,,-ay of Liberty
was laid out and improved, and soon after another, from Nathan
Steven's and Brodhead's mills to 'Vestfield, 'was made. The
latter is now but little used.

Abel Sprague, one of the pioneers of the town, was employed
by John Hunter in 1815 or 1816, to cut out and make the
Hunt-er rondo This improvement was intended to make the
lands in Great Lot No.5 more accessible.

Seed corn was obtained by the Stewarts, Cochrans and others
from the Indians on the Susquehanna river. Grain from this
seed has been raised in Rockland for eighty years. It is white,
and although twelve and sixteen-rowed, is as early as the small
eight-rowed Canada maize. It has become a distinct variety,

'" John R. Livingston was a brother of Robert R., the chancellor. The latter W&8
the first born of ten children. and on the death of hid father in 1775 or 17i6, when the
law of primogeniture was in force, succeeded to the estate. He atterwards gave each
of his brothers 39,000 acres, and each of hilt lusters 20,000 acres in the Hardenbergh
patent. John H. <1i(·<1 at Red Hook 80011 after 1850, aged nearly 100 years. At his
decease he still held 9,000 aores of this tract. He had owned it seventy-five years,
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and has been considerably sought for by farmers within a few
yours,

TI"e lumber trade began in the year 1798. It was UD8UC

cessful at first; but experience and gradually advancing prices
have maJe it profitable. Large quantities are rafted to Pliila
delphia, and saw-mills are found on almost every stream. 'I'he
tanners, however, will soon destroy the forests of the town, and
leave it poorer than it was before their advent.

Could the 'veteran lumbermen of the Beaverkill and WiIIiwe
moe witness the original attempts to run rafts (colts P) it would
afford them much amusement. Several were started ill quick
succession. Some of them 'were soon aground, even if they
escaped being battered and torn apart. Those which were
stopped by an obstruction were pried off, and as each started
once more down stream, the bold navigators jumped aboard,
and guided it as best they could, until it was ngain grounded,
when they 'went back and started another. In this way, with
much labor, fun and excitement, their lumber was got to the
better channels of the Delaware, when it glided to a market
with comparative ease.*

Like the original settlers of almost every other locality, the
pioneers of Rockland had much difficulty in procuring money
to buy groceries and other articles usually sold in country stores,
and it required considerable exertion to reach the store itself.
At first, to procure a pound of ten. or a yard of calico, they were
obliged to go to "rawarsing, and if they sent a letter by mail,
It 'was necessary to forward it to the nearest post-office at
}{ingston.

In time a store was started at ".estfield Flats by J. Loveland.
His ad.vent 'was hailed with delight as an harbinger of better
limes. 'VilliUJU Sprague, a son of Abel Sprague. an early
settler, subsequently became interested in chis store, In the
fall of 182-1, Loth went to the city of New York to procure their
stock of goods for the coining winter. They made their pur
chases, and had their stock carted to the sloop Keptune, which
then plied between Newburgh and New York. In due time the
sloop sailed, with about fifty passengers. and heavily freighted,
"'nen just below Pollepcl's island, and within sight of its place
of destination, and as several of the passengers who were on
deck were congratulating themselves that the perils of the
vOJa.ge would soon be over, the vessel 'was struck by a sudden
flaw of win.I, and careened. At the same time, a quantity of
gypsum on board gravitated to the lowest part of the deck, "and
prevented the sloop from righting. The result was, she instantly
:filled and sank. Over thirty of the passengers were drowned.

• 8t&tem(;ntof Peter Stewart.
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Amona the unfortunates were ~rrs. Conch and two children of
:Fallsburgh, (?) .J. Smiley of l\Iamakating, and 1\11'. Loveland.
Of those who escaped were Mrs. John H. Bowers of Glen Wild,
Williar.a Sprague, and others of Sullivan county. Mr. Sprague
'vas an expert raftman, who had guided many a colt down the
Beaverkill. His thews and siunews were Herculean, and if he
had lived in ancient days, the thunderous tones of Horner's
famous herald would have seemed like the "cooing of a sucking
dove" when compared with his. "'...e will not. say how' far he
was heard when he called for boats to rescue the drowning
passengers, because none except those who knew him will credit
our statement. The loss of so many lives. and particularly the
death of his friend and partner, moved him greatly, and, until
his excitement subsided, he forgot to limit his 'Voice to its lower
tones. ·We are assured by no gentleman of the highest respecta
bility, that he was in Newburgh at the time Sprague reached
there. and that the latter described the disaster to :.\ collection
of pcrs;on~ in one of the streets, and was heard distinct!y in
every other street of the place. Shocking as was the catns
trophe, his grief was so boisterous that to nlany it gave a
ludicrous finale to the affair,

1\11'. Sprague died but a few years ago. He was throughout
his life a good citizen and a kind-hearted man.

The settlers at 'Yestfield were principally from Massachusetts,
and had been used from childhood to that food which causes
the soul to grow in grace. They missed the ministrations of
the gospel to which they had been accustomed, and lmrurored
for spiritual sustenance. Although they were poor, and had littlo
or no money and no way to procure it, they did not long remain
in the wilderness without ministerial guides and expounders of
the faith. From French's Gazetteer we learn that a Rev, 1\11".
Conkey, a Methodist, preached the first sermon delivered in the
town, Others declare that Rev. Mr. Randall preceded him,
and had charge of a small Baptist congregation at 'Yestfield.
Again, we are told that the first clergyman who caine to the
town regularly, was Rev. Alexander Morton, whose son .Jtunes
Morton, was a. worthy resident of the town from 17!)B to 1R63.
Rev. James Qninlan, while preparing for the ministry of the
Methodist Church, visited this region in 1817, and at his death
left the following memoranda in regard to Rockland and his
field of labor :

"The last year I supplied the preachers' places on Newburgh
circuit, a six weeks' circuit, WIth three preachers-Stephen
Jacobs, Heman Bangs and Earl Bancroft. It extended a
distance of fifty miles on Hudson river, and took in Sullivan
county almost to the Delaware river. I had a part of Bro.
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Jacobs' appointments in Sullivan for two weeks, whilst 11e was
making' arrangements for a camp-meeting. A great den} of rain
fell, and the rivers were unbridged. Two incidents occurred
'which I shall never forget, One was swimming my horse
through the Beaverkill during a flood. I was not aware of the
depth of the "Yater. ""'hen I attempted to cross, nlY steed
suddeuly made a plunge and was afloat. All but his head was
under water, and the rapid CUITent bore us down stream, With
out pulling on the reins, I gently got his head around in the
direction of the opposite shore, and he swam for it bravely.
As we approached it, an apparently insurmountable barrier was
in the way. The top of a fallen tree seemed to prevent access
to the shore. l\IJ noble, high-spirited horse breasted it, and it
yielded to his pressure. 'Ve ascended the bank safely. 1\ly
boots ana portmanteau were full of water, and nlY animal
almost unmnuageable. A quarter of a mile from the ford lived
a lUr. Purvis, whose daughter was a member of our Church.
He himself was no Swedenborgian, "Vhy,' said he as I rode up,
'you have been swimming your horse through the Beaverkill,
1\"'by did not the people on the other side tell yon that it was
not fordable?" I replied that I saw no one there; was not
aware of its depth; got into deep 'water, and concluded to put
it through. He thought it next to a miracle that I was
not drowned.

"The other incident amused me. One night, after preaching
in a school-house, the dear good old sister with whom I put up
asked me to sing. I replied I could not. '0, brother!' she
exclaimed, 'how can you think the Lord has called you to
preach!'

"The preachers parted that year-Jacob~in the fnn-Ban
croft in the winter. Bro. Bangs got me to take Bancroft's horse,
and go on a six weeks' tour. While doing so, I took cold on
cold, which brought on a high fever, and ended in a putrid sore
throat. After I got home, I was confined to my room for two
weeks, and became utterly discouraged as to becoming a travel
ing preacher, not considering my constitution sufficiently strong
to endure the labor and hardships of an itinerant life. I had
before that purposed to apply_to our Quarterly Meeting for 8

recommendation to the New York Conference; but I did not
apply to the Quarterly Meeting, which was some fifty miles from
my residence, and concluded to abandon the idea of traveling.
Bro. Bangs, however, without my knowledge or consent, brought
the matter before the meeting. There was some hesitation on
account of my poor health; but the Presiding Elder, Rev. P. P.
Sanford, remarked that he believed traveling would do me good,
and consequently they recommended me. Before Conference I
received a letter from Bro. Bangs, stating what had been done
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ill lily case', and asking an immediate answer. After reflecting
that Providence had thrown open the door, I dared not decline,
and so informed Bro. Bangs. I was admitted, and appointed to
Sharon Circuit, which required no ride of three hundred miles
to 'visit thirty-one stations in Schoharie, Otsego and Delaware
counties.

" My next appointment (1819) was Sullivan Circuit, 'with Rev.
J. 'Yeston as my colleague. The year before the Sullivan had been
set oil" from the Newburgh Circuit, and Bro. Weston was on it
alone. It prospered under his administration, and needed an
additional laborer. 'Ve had a. good revival, and labored in
great harmony. His sermons were dry and dull; but in the
class and prayer-meetings he was lively and effective. He wag
extremely gra,ve and sober for a young man, and decidedly pious
and devoted.

"This year there was an improvement in money-matters, each
of us receiving about ninety dollars. On all the lurge streams
there were no bridges, with one ex.ception-the bridge across
the Neversink on the Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike. In
passing around the Circuit once, we forded the rivers thirty-six
times, and in traveling eight miles in Rockland, we were obliged
to wade through or swim across the Big Beaverkill five times.
I had the honor of preaching the first sermon in a settle
ment between Beaverkill and Wawarsing." The entire com
munit~-nlen, women and children-attended. I preached
from I'hess.j I ch., 7 and 8 v. Eight souls were brought under
conviction, and sought and found the Lord. I had to travel
eight miles through the woods to reach the place. There was
but one house on the way, which was occupied occasionally by
hunters only, while the tracks of almost every kind of wild
animals were to be seen around it." t

The almost boundless forests of Rockland were full of noble
game, and were very attractive to the bold and adventurous
men of the town. The adventures of Peter Stewart, Cyrus
Dodge, Benjamin Misner, David Overton, William 'Voodard,
Solomon Steel, Sn.muel Darbee, junior,* and others of the ancient

• Brown ::Scttlemt'nt?"
t Bcv. James Quinlan studied medicine under his father, Doctor Thomas Quinlan,

& native of the city of Waterford, Ireland, who emigrated to the United ~taks flOOD
after the Revolutionary war, and was well known to the scholars and literati of hig day,
The son abandoned his profession, and endured thc hard labor and re-eive-I the poor
earthly reward of a Methodist preacher for over forty years, When young, he
exhibited a decided genius tor literature ; but had no opportnnity to indulg... hill
natural inclinations uutil he was worn out as a preacher. Aft~r he' was seventy vear-s
old, he wrote a volume of sacred poetry, which he was too modest to print. Consider
ing hIS age a.nd the other circumatsnces under which it was written, this volume is •
literary curiosity.

• Hamuel Darbee, senior, came to Rockland in 179~, with Levi Kimball, TIle two
8e~t1ed on cOllti~uOllS farms at the junction of the Beaverkill and WilJiwemoc. Darbee
established a.fulling and dying-eatublishment, wuich he kept in operation until lR26.
He was SO011 afkr killed by the upsetting of • 10&<1 of hay at the ., dug way," on the
Williwlmoc.
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settlers, as well as the Sheeleys, Appleys, and several other
modern residents, would make a volume ns attractive to tho
young as the Life of Robinson Crusoe, and have the additional
merit of being true,

William 'Yoodard, on one occasion, while ro.nuinrr through
the wilderness alone, discovered the den of l\ panther. He
boldly entered it, and found several kittens, which he thrust
inside his tow-shirt, and carried home! If the old she-panther
had detected him in purloining her little 011(1S, she would have
torn him to pieces.

'Vhen Peter Stewart was a young man, he and 3. friend were
hunting deer; but had no success. GaIDe seemed to lJe scarce.
They examined the mountain-runways and the crossings of the
soft, spongy valleys without discovering the print of a hoof.
While passing a large ledge of rocks, they saw a. numher of
bones of deer and other animals near a hole, and other evident
signs that a panther lived there, and brought to its den food for
its 'young. After carefully examining the priming of their guns,
they secreted themselves within gun-shot runge of the lair, and
awaited coming events. In a short time, to their astonishment, a
bear issued from the hole with a young panther in its 1110Uth, and
speedily crushed it with its jaws. 'Vhile this was taking place,
Stewart's friend leveled his gun, and was about to fire; but the
other silently prevented him from doing so. The bear then
went back and brought out another kitten, and dispatched it
also. As bruin squeezed out its life, it gave a loud squall, which
was heard by its mother, Soon there was heard the rapid
bounding of muffled feet. This was quickly followed by the
appearance of a large panther, rage bluziug from its eye-balls,
and bristling in every hair of its body. The bear made an
awkward attempt to shamble away; but finding that this would
not save it from the claws and teeth of its wrathful pursuer, ran
up a tree. The latter, however, afforded no safe refuge; for
the panther followed so rapidly that the black-couted beast had
barely time to roll itself into the shape of a ball and fall to the
ground. It then made a second attempt to shuffle away, when
the feline monster sprang upon it-fastening its sharp fore
claws into the body of the doomed animal, and with its hindfeet
ripping out its intestines. The hunters then both fired at the
victor, and killed it, after which they skinned both aniJnals
hung their bear-meat beyond the reach of wolves, and went for
assistance to take the carcass out of the woods.

Cyrus Dodge had a thrilling adventure with panthers at Long
pond, a beautiful sheet of water once famous for its lar~e trout,
and for the number of deer found in its neighborhood, On a
summer-afternoon he 'was watching for deer as they came to
water, and stood under some large trees which grew on the
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shore. While thus engaged he heard a suspicious noise over
his head, and looking up, saw a. panther on a limb above him.
The animal was watching him intently. Thinking there was no
time to be wasted in observing its movements, Dodge brought
the butt of his gun to his shoulder and fired. The report of the
shot was followed by a. dull thud at his feet, and the convulsive
boundings of the dying panther, as well as the leaping of several
lithe forms in the overhanging tree-tops. Dodge declared that
the woods seemed to be alive with panthers, and he felt that he
was in great peril. Knowing the aversion of the cat-tribe to
water, he instantly sprang into the pond, and 'waded out to
where it was waist-deep. As he loaded his gun, he counted no
less than five panthers in the neighboring trees. They were
undoubtedly an old she-one and her young. The latter, although
weaned and nearly full-grown, had not separated from their
mother, but continued to follow her until fully able to })rovide
for themselves, Dodge continued to load and fire until three
more had bitten the dust. The other two he failed to see a second
time, They were probably frightened by the report of the gun,
and ran off. He then went on shore, skinned the four panthers,
and struck a bee-line for horne, very sensibly concluding that
deer-hunting in that quarter was too dangerous for enjoyment,

On another occasion Dodge narrowly escaped being devoured
by a pack of hungry wolves. He was engaged, "solitary and
alone," in hunting, and made his head-quarters at a cabin near
the line between Rockland and Fremont, One evening he
went to this cabin, intending to resume his sport in the morning;
but suddenly changed his mind, and resolved to go horne. The
next morning, before daylight, he started. He had not gone
far when he heard the howl of a wolf, which was answered by
others in such a '\"ay that he feared that there was serious work
ahead. Soon he saw dusky forms on his track. Hastily
examining the priming of his old flint-lock, he fired at the fore
most, and killed it. He then reloaded and soon shot another.
Before he could load again, he was obliged to club his musket,
and beat off his assailants. If the wolves of America were as
numerous and ferocious as those of Russia and some other
countries, Dodge's bones would have been so polished that they
would have glistened in the morning-sun. As it was, he made
such vigorous use of the but of his gun, that his assailants soon
left, and he reached home in safety.

A common mode of killing wolves was to catch them in a
steel-trap. Peter Stewart and Samuel Darbee had a trap set
on Rouud Hill, and visited it with nothing but hatchets in their
hands. When they reached the point where they had left it,
the trap was gone. \Vhile searching for signs to determine the
direction in which it had been dragged away, they discovered a
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large wolf with the missing article fast to one of its legs. When
it saw the men, it ran off, but the trap soon caught between
two saplings, and put a stop to its journey. Stewart then ran
to knock the beast on the head. It bristled up and snarled at
him, as if ready for a fight; but backed through t~e saplings,
and ran toward the top of a fallen tree close by, WIth Stewart
after it. Both reached the top at nearly the same instant. AB
the animal entered the branches, the foot fast in the trap came
off. TIeing freed from its incumbrance, it passed quickly
through, and ran off. Stewart was obliged to go around the
tree-top, and when he reached the other side, the animal was
several rods distant, and using its three remaining feet in the
best possible manner. Being unwilling to lose the scalp,
Stewart, hatchet in hand, and accompanied by a small dog
belonging to Darbee, started in pursuit. He was as lithe as an
acrobat, (is nervous as a race-horse, and as bold as the bravest.
He was determined to run the beast down, and kill it. After
following it over half a mile, without gaining much in the race,
he was glad to see the cur fasten its teeth into the haunches of
the wolf, and the Iutter tnrn to defend itself. In a moment
more he came up, and regardless of the risk, attacked the
snarling beast with the hatchet, and soon saw it dead at his
feet. Darbee after a little time reached the spot, and as his
friend was somewhat blown after his rapid run, skinned the
game and went back and found the trap."

Stewart is a son of one of the original settlers, and was born
at the junction of the Beaverkill and 'Yilliwenloc, in the year
1795. He is still (1873) sound in mind and body. Like many
others addicted to forest-sports, he has long been prominent,
socially and politically. He has held nearly every office in the
gift of his fellow townsmen.

These pioneers, who were by turns lumbermen, farmers and
hunters, were a robust, jovial race of men. ,rhen at their work,
they labored with might and main; when indulging in their
favorite sports, they were fearless and full of fun; and appa
rently enjoyed nothing more than forest-life; but there was one
thing they loved more, and that was the home-circle. Samuel
Darbee, junior, the friend and companion of Peter Stewart, was
very fond of his family, and particularly of his children. With
them he was seldom if ever austere or arbitrary. He was their
companion, friend and mentor, and it is difficult to decide whether
they felt more respect than affection for him.

Late in ...April, when Darbec's youngest son, William, was ten
Jears old, Rockland was visited by a snow-storm of unusual
magnitude. Down-down caine the moist, heavy snow, until it

• Hunters of Sullivan.
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wns between three and four feet deep. It was almost of the
consistency of mortar and nearly as heavy. There was danger
that the weight would crush the roofs of houses and other
buildings. Darbee became alarmed for the safety of his family,
and started for his barn to get a shovel to remove the snow
from his roof. As he did so, 'Villiam expressed a desire to go
with him. Mrs. Darbee endeavored to dissuade him; but the
little fellow was anxious to see his lambs, the father having a
score or more which the son called his own, and took great
delight in tending. She finally consented to his going, and the
two left the house full of glee, wbile the eyes of the mother
follo-wed them glistening with pleasure. On their way, the
father made a playful feint to throw the boy into the deep snow,
when the.latter sprang forward, declaring that he would get to
the burn first. He thus placed himself several feet in advance.
In reaching the barn, they had to pass a cow-house, and as the
boy was doing so, its roof gave ,,,,ny, and \Villiam 'was over
whelmed with an avalanche of snow and broken timbers. The
neighbors were alarmed as soon as possible, and with much
difficulty reached the scene of the accident. As they approached,
Mr. Darbee, who was chopping the fallen timbers in a frenzied
manner, shouted to them to run for life; but their help could
not rescue the brave, handsome boy from death. He was
already crushed and dead. It seemed as if everything had
centered upon him to make his fate certain. One hour and a
hall was spent before the bruised and inanimate body was taken
out. After rendering whatever assistance was in their power,
all hastened to their own homes to guard against like calamities
to their own families.

In December, 1846, Amos Y. Sheeley, who was subsequently
a Member of Assembly, discovered the track of a large animal,
a mile or two south-east of the widow Darbee's house. He
followed the trail of the beast until he found that apparently it
was met by another of the same kind, and yet at the point
where they met, there was nothing to show that either had
gone any farther or left the track. 'I'his perplexed him ; but on
looking a little farther, he found that the animal had taken its
track backward to its den. Mr. Sheeley examined the entrance
of the latter, but failed to see the occupant. He then returned
home. On the next day, he went back with a neighbor named
Asa P. Appley. The passage to the lair was very narrow.
They thrust into it a torch made of birch-bark attached to the
end of a pole. By the light it made, they discovered a very
large panther ensconced in a spacious cave. A ball from Mr.
Appley's rifle soon put the animal to death, and the two hunters
returned home with their game. About a quarter of a mile
from the den, they discovered part of a noble buck, which had
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been killed by the panther. Both of these gentlemen were
expert panther and wolf-hunters.

No sport is enjoyed more by men in robust health than
hunting and trapping. It is full of excitement and adventure,
and at certain seasons is not free from peril. No person in
Sullivan bas been fatally injured by wild beasts, but several
have perished while in fursuit of them. Among the latter may
be classed Nathaniel Kent, of Beech Hill, who, in December,
1812, while visiting his traps, was bewildered, and perished
from hunger and exposure to the weather.

The beech-tree was of considerable importance to the early
residents of Sullivan. Before a change was produced in our
climate by the destruction of our forests, beech-nuts were very
plentiful, and large numbers of swine were driven into the
woods to fatten upon them. The pork thus produced was not
equal to that made from corn, as it was soft and oily; but it
cost nothing, and found a ready market. People who lived in
other counties, often drove hundreds of swine to our woods,
where they permitted them to rnn several months, and then
hunted. them up and slaughtered them,

The Jear It;20, was remarkable for this species of mast,
Ther(j was such a bountiful crop of nuts, that old people still
speak of it as "the great beech-nut year." .An enterprising
individual who lived west of Rockland, hearing that a hog, if
driven into the forests of that town, would increase five dollars
in value in one hundred days, ascertained by Dabolls' "rule-of
three" that one thousand hogs taken to the town would afford
five thousand dollars of profit in the same time. After much
cyphering he found there was no mistake in his figures, and
then went to work to secure the five thousand dollars. He
bought hundreds of swine, and drove them to the woods near
Long pond, where they throve and fattened amazingly, The
anticipated profits of the speculator seemed almost within his
grasp, when a single night reduced him to bankruptcy, Cold
weather and a snow-storm caused the hogs to collect to~ether,

and pile one upon another in such a way that nearly all were
smothered and killed. The enterprising owner, with a rueful
countenance, skinned the dead animals, and sent the hides to a
market by the way of Monticello. The pelts made several
wagon-loads. A few of the hogs ran wild. Two years after
wards Samuel Darbee, junior, and Peter Stewart discovered the
track of one of them in the snow, and followed it with dogs for
two days without success. On the third day, they were joined
by John Darbee, and after a chase of several miles, the dogs
brought the hog to bay. John Darbee was the first one who
came up, and found the dogs and hog chasing each other alter
nately. The game was very ferocious, and soon tore open the
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body of one of its assailants. l\Ir. Darbee attempted to assist
the romuiuing tl()g~, when the hog rushed at him in such a
fearful manner that he took refuge in a tree. Almost immedi
ately afterwards, the dogs caught the hog by each of its ears,
ana held fast. 'This enabled Mr. Darbee to give it a fatal
wound with his hunting knife. Before doing so he struck the
beast across the Lack with a club without making the least
impression.

This is probably the only wild hog-hunt ever enjoyed in our
county. 'Ve have not described it fully, because a full account
of Mr. Darbee's adventure would challenge credence. The
hog, after it was dressed and its head cut off, weighed upwards
of two hundred pounds.

A large crop of beech-nuts always brought millions of wild
pigeons to our territory. Occasionally these birds roosted or
nested in the county, when thousands and tens of thousands
were killed. 'Vithin the memory of the writer, they nested in
a north-west town, where many thousand acre-s of forest-land
were occupied by them. The trees were literally loaded with
nests. Often as nlnnyas fifty nests were in a single top. Large
branches were broken by the weight of the birds, The COID

billed fluttering of hundreds of thousands of wings, and the
squeaking of innumerable throats, rendered the lnunan voice
inaudible, and the firing of muskets made feeble reports amid
the uproar of the little bipeds. Sportsmen could fire all day,
and seldom found it necessary to move from one position to
another. A blind man could have killed a back-load in a few
hours. At break of day the males left the nesting place, and
moved off in flocks, stretching from North and South us fur as
the eye could reach. According to popular belief, they always
went to salt-water in the morning. This belief, like many
others equally prevalent, has probably no foundation At 8
0'clock, the males, 'with few exceptions, were once more in the
nests, when the females left, and remained about three hours,
after which but few were seen to flyaway until the next morn
Ing, In lowery weather, these excursions were omitted, when
fields, and roads, and woods ill the vicinity of the nests swarmed
with pigeons. It was amusing to see them in the beech-woods
when they were in search of food. In a few rninutes, twittering
and squeaking so as to nearly deafen the looker-on, they turned
over every leaf on acres of ground. If anything disturbed
them, they rose from the ground with a noise like thunder.
Thousands upon thousands were shot, and immense numbers
were caught in nets. The men and boys of the surrounding
country were infatuated with the sport of slaughtering pigeons.
Some abandoned their farms, and others were deterred from
planting, because every laborer was wild with the pigeon-fever,
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A great many of the birds were bought by speculators and sent
to the city of New York. From eight to ten two-horse wagon
loads, day after day, passed over the Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike. Some salted barrels of pigeons for family use, and
added largely to their feather-beds and pillows.

'Vhen the squabs were nearly o~d enough to fly, they were
suddenly abandoned by the old birds, Soon after the latter
commenced leaving, very few except theloung birds were seen.
After leaving the nests, they flew aroun a few days, and then
disappeared as suddenly as their parents,"

John C. Voorhes settled on the Beaverkill about a mile below
Shin creek. No resident of the town enjoyed a higher degree of
respect than was freely conceded to him. His death took place
on the 28th of April, 1863, and his body was laid beside the re
mains of several of his descendants, who had been buried in the
grave-yard of the Shin Creek Church. This grave-yard was
situated on a high knoll, and was considered beyond the reach
of floods; yet, on the 18th of September, (less than five months
after Mr, Voorhes' death.) the yard was undermined by the
water of Shin creek, and all that was left of about forty dead
bodies washed down-stream. The coffin containing the corpse
of Mr. Voorhes was seen afloat with its lid off, and was taken
to the shore, with its contents dry and uninjured. The body,
after its ghastly voyage, was again consigned to the earth.

This flood was one of the most sudden and unexpected, 89

well as the highest, which has occurred in Rockland since its
settlement, In the morning, the streams were unusually low,
and at 9 o'clock in the evening, they had swelled above their
banks. The 'Vestfield Flats were overflowed so that a Dela
ware river raft could have been run over them in some places,
and a "colt" almost anywhere. The damage to tanners and
lumbermen, as well as to the roads and bridges of the town,
was very great.

On the 17th of July, 1849, James J. Nannery, an adopted
citizen, was killed by a man named Elisha Smith. After the
commission of the deed, Smith went about two miles, to the
premises of Amos Y. Sheeley, a Justice of the Peace, and gave
himself up. He was committed to jail by C. V. R. Ludington,
and was indicted for the crime at the ensuing October Circuit.
At his trial, in May, 1851, before Ira Harris, a Justice of the
Supreme Court, the following facts were proven: At the time
of the homicide or murder, Nannery was about forty-five, and
Smith seventy-three years of age. For several years they had
owned adjoining farms, and had frequent disputes concerning a
line-fence, the depredations of cattle, and other things. Smith

• lIS:>. of Lotan Smith.
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had repeatedly threatened to kill Nunnery. OIl 0110. occasion
he had said, "If Nauuerv does not leave. I 'will send him away
in a wooden jacket," or "'" I shall shoot .him ;" and about two
weeks before the fatal deed, he declared his "gun was loaded
and would not go off until it shot Nunnery." <-)n the 17th of
JulY, at about 4 o'clock P. M., a woman IHl.1Ued Prudence Rose
called at Smith's house, Smith was rat home, with a female
who passed for his wifi-, whose name was l\Iercy Travers, and
Nunnery was at work Ileal' by in one of his own lots. Soon
after David ",Yhihnore, a boy who Was working for Smith, carne
in and said, "ltosc, do you want to see an Irishman?" Those
in the house then went to the door and saw :Kanuerv with his
arms over the line-fence, and his face towards Smith's. He
then turned and walked into his own 'woods. Smith and the
others next passed buck into the house, when the boy exclaimed,
,,; There he is again, heating Jour cows!" The old man then
took down his gUll, and went after Nunnery, dec-laring he would
"8hoot the damned Irish cuss," Ten minutes aftcrwnrds, the
report of a gun in Nannery's woods was heard. In a short time
Smith returned to his house, and told the woman named :\Iercy
'I'ravcrs that he had shot Nunnery. He next proceeded to
Amos Y. Sheeley's, as before stated, and told him he had shot
Nanuery in the iegs-tLat he had hurt him worse than he bad
intended, etc. Sheeley dill not know at the time that Nunnery
was dead, and permitted the murderer to go after bnil, when
the latter returned horne and found his neighbors searching the
woods for the missing man. He assisted them, nnd soon pointed
out the body, saying: "There he is. I shot him." On exami
nation, it was found that Nannery was shot ill the abdomen.
'I'he murderer expressed regret for the deed, and uniformly
declared that he did not intend to kill his victim ; that he meant
to shoot him in the legs, etc. But the repeated threats he had
made previously, as well as his declaration that he did not
believe that an American would be hung for killing an Trishman,
}>rove that the murder was premeditated, and that, notwith
standing his advanced age, he deserved the severest penalty of
the law. His decrepitude and gray hairs saved him from the
gallows." He was founel guilty of manslaughter in the first
degree, and sentenced to State's prison for life. George ,\!. Lord
defended the prisoner, ana Charles H. Van \Yyck appeared for
the people as District-attorney. The following is a list of the
jury to whom the case was submitted : Samuel Grove, Jacob
Terwilliger, David D. Cox, Charles !\IcCabe, Garret \Toorhes,
Jacob Burton, D'l.Tid rrice, Christopher Slee, Joseph Banks,
Isaac Furman, Alfred Hartwell and Daniel Budd.

« Judze Houris, in sentencing Bmith, declared tho evidence was sufficient to con
vict him of murder.
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On the 27th of June, 1867, an accident occurred at Shin
Creek Falls which created a profound sensation. Frederick A.
Field, with a party of :young ladies and gentlemen from Monti
cello, was engaged in fishing for trout, and while )Ir. F. was
standing in the water at the head of the Falls, he fell into the
basin below, and commenced swimming ill an aimless way. At
first his friends supposed th:lt his fall was not. accidental, and
that, after amusing them by floundering in the water, he would
swim to the shore ; Lut ill a few moiueuts, noticing that his
face was ghastly pale, and devoid of intelligence, they became
alarmed, UIH.! lilcl(.le efforts to rescue him ; but without suc
cess. The drowning man sank to the bottom of the channel,
which is ver~" deep, and his body remained there about two
hours, when It 'was taken out of the water, Every effort to re
animate it was made under the direction of an intelligent phy
sician, (one of the party.) but in vain, although warmth was
partially restored, the face became flushed, the pupil of the eve
became contracted under the usual tests, blood ran from the
nose as from a person in life, etc. These phenomena, it 'was
believed, indicated that young Field was first attacked with
some disease which nearly deprived him of breath for a time,
and that he was not drowned until he had been in the water
nearly two hours! His funeral took place on the succeeding
Sunday, and was attended by about one thousand persons, many
of whom were Free and Accepted Mll.SOnS in full regalia, and
'with funeral badges. Monticello Lodge No. 5:12, of which he
was a "bright and shining light," declared that his l\Iasonic
virtues bound him to the mystic brotherhood "by tics more
enduring than those which originate in the affinity of blood;"
and that he was a benignant, courteous and dignified ~Iaster,

'Who ever exhibited womanly kindness and sympathy by the
couch of the sick and dying. This declaration Iuay seem
extravagnnt to some ; but nevertheless it but feebly portrayed
Jus excellent qualities.

DE BR'GcE.-This region was named in honor of Elias Des
Brasses, who purchased Great Lot No. 5 of heirs of Peter
Faneuil, one of the patentees of the Hardenbergh patent. The
purchase was Ina-de previous to the Hevolutionnry war, and so
much of the tract as remained unsold, ultimately became the
property of Henry TI. Low, as we have stated elsewhere. De
Bruce is situated at the junction of the :Uongaup and 'Villiwemoc.
In 185(), its site was a tangled jungle. III that year, Stoddard
Hammond and -Iumes Benedict contracted with -Iohn Hunter,
junior, (then the owner.) for the bark on thirty-five thousand
acres of land, and commenced the building of one of the most
extensive sole-leather tanneries in the country. 'I'his tannery
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cost $70,000, and is of sufficient capacity to manufacture sixty
thousand sides of leather annually. It gives employment to
from fifty to one hundred uien, and has added vastly to the
importance of the section in which it is situated. 1\Ir. Benedict
did not remain long connected with it. In 1864, he sold his
interest to his partner, and the business is now carried on by
Stoddard Hammond & Sou.

SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN OF ROCnAND.

From '1'0

1810 Israel Dodge 1823
lS23 Frederick S. M. Snyder 1824
1824 Israel Dodge 1825
1825 Frederick S. M. Snyder 1826
1826 Janles Morton 1827
1827 Nicholas I>. Hardie 1835
18;·;5 Austin Dodge 1838
18RS J ames l\Iorton 1840
1840 George D. Kimball 1842
1842. . . . . . . . . . . . 'V illium Fisk................. 1844
18·14 Leroy 1\1. 'Vheeler 1845
1845 George D. Kimball 1~6
1846 Matthew Decker, junior 1847
1847 Leroy M. 'V beeler 1818
1848. . . . . Seth P. Gillett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1849
1849. . . . . Amos Y. Sheeley 1852
1852 Finch Hitt....... 1853
1853 . . . . . Jackson Voorhes 18.34
1854 Israel I. Dodge 1856
1856 Peter Stewart 1857
1857 Finch Hitt 1859
1859 John S. Mott•........................ 1860
1860 Henry R. Osborne, 1861
1861 Linus B. Babcock. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1862
1862. . . . . . . . . . . .John S. 1\1ott.......... . . . . . . . . . 1863
ISBa Erastus Sprague 1865
1865 Stoddard Hannnond, junior 1868
1868 Amos Y. Sheeley 1~69

18G9 Stoddard Hammond, junior 1871
1871 Ma.tthew Decker 1872
1872 ~brose S.llockwell................•181'



CH.U">TER XVI.

THE TOWS OF THOMPSON.

By an act 'which passed the Assembly on the 12th of March~

1803, the Senate on the 14th, and the Council of Revision on
the 19th of the same month, it was enacted that from and after
the first. Monday of April, 1803, the territory bounded as follows
should be known as the town of Thompson: " All that part of
Maluakating, etc., beginning on the line of Rochester fourmiles
westerly from the public highway which leads from Kingston to
Mini~illk; running from thence southerly so as to strike the line
which divides the towns of Mamakating and Deerpark four miles
and a half westerly of the aforesaid road leading from Kingston
to Miuisiuk ; from thence westerly along the line of Deerpark
to the Mongaup creek; from thence northerly alonl5 the west
branch of the Mongaup to where it intersects the line of the
town of Neversiuk ; thence easterly along the town of Neversink
to the town of Rochester; thence easterly along the town of
Rochester to the place of beginning."

'I'he hill provided that the first town-meeting of 'I'hompsou
should he held at the house of Abraham ",Yarring, who kept a
tavern at Thompsonville.

The following memoranda in regard to an ancient settlement in
the vicinity of the Dutch pond were made at our request by the
late Eluathan S. Starr, who settled on one of the farms spoken
of in 1812:

"The first settlement made in the town of 'I'hompson, was on
the Z. Hatch and David Gray farms, in the vicinity of the
Dutch pond. The settlement extended into the town of Falls
burgh, and included the farms afterwards owned by myself, and
subsequently by others. On the latter, there had apparently
been a house, and in tilling the land, pieces of a kim1of yellow
earthenware were plowed up. As early as 1812, when I first
saw that section of country: there was a second growth of
timber on parts of it, from six to ten inches ill diameter, very
tLick and tall. Among this timber, apple-trees, arranged as

33 [513J
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they usually are in orchards, had been growing; but they were
then mostly dead, having been overtopped by the dense thicket.
There are yet there some scrubby apple-trees 'Which are sup
posed to be from the roots of the original trees. There were
also in the same locality, what were supposed to be graves.
They 'were in the usual order, and the ground sunken, as it
always is over bodies which have been buried a considerable
time. There was also what appeared to be a mound. This
'was dug into to ascertain its contents, and when penetrated to
the interior, a puff of fetid air came from it, which so frightened
the diggers that they left, without making any further examina
tion. It was probably a cache, in which the Indians and early
settlers stowed their provisions, and had left them there when
they removed from the place. In the vicinity of the Dutch
pond, there is now standing an apple-tree, which is undoubtedly
the oldest one of the kind in the town. It is called the Indian
apple-tree; but must owe its existence to these early settlers,
whoever they were. It is supposed that these clearings were
made by some Dutch people, from whom the pond derived its
name, and who were here before the Revolutionarv 'war, and
were driven off by the Indians, No arrow-heads or other
things peculiar to the savage natives were found; it is therefore
quite clear that the improvements were made by white people
at an early day, and that they abandoned the country."

In addition to the above, we have learned from other sources,
that on the lands of William Tappen, north of Plensant lake,
and near the line which divides Fallsburgh and Thompson,
traces of this ancient settlement were found, after the country
was permanently occupied by the whites, Broken crockery,
scraps of iron, a pickax of ancient form and a cannon-ball,
have been exhumed by the plough. The latter would indicate
that the settlers at one time had made preparations to hold
their possessions in defiance of the savages. Stone-rows were
also observed, as if the stones had been gathered from a garden,
and deposited on its margin.

We have reason to believe that this ancient settlement 'was
made between the year 1749 and the breaking out of the French
and Indian war. In 1749, occurred the partition of the Harden
bergh patent between its owners, and G-reat Lot :Ko. 1~ on
which the settlement took place, was assigned by lot to John
Wenham, who was naturally anxious to found a community of
tenants on his possessions. The old Sandburgh trail of the
Indians crossed the Neversink at Denniston's ford, and passed
up the Sheldrake and to the Mongaup. or Mingwing, in the
vicinity of the Dutch pond. By this trail the first white occu
pants undoubtedly came.
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The preceding paragraph nuty be well founded or not; but of
this we are certain: During the French and Indian war, the
settlers found their position in the wilderness dangerous, if not
untenable. Consequently they resolved to abandon their new
made homes, and return to a more populous and secure locality.
Thev obtained assistance from the whites who lived in the
vicinity of the Shawangunk-s-took such household goods as
they could carry with them, and set out on their perilous
journey. They were ~ot permitted to go in peace, however ;
for they had a brush with the enemy before they were "out of
the woods," and Samuel Gonsalus, the noted rangE'r and hunter,
'who, with others, carne to assist and protect them, was wounded
in the abdomen bv HJl arrow; but not fatally, as he lived to
mention the facts ·here recorded, nearly fifty· years after they
occurred, to Richard D. Childs, who related them to the author.

These people never returned to the Dutch pond, although a
few of them may have afterwards occupied the fertile flats of
the Neversink in Fallsburgh ; as there were whites there before
the Revolutionarv war.

There is ground for saying that this ancient settlement ex
fended to Pleasant lake, and that a clearing was made on the
farm occupied by David P. Bailey. During the present century,
an ancient apple-tree ",'as found there, which must have been
planted as far back as 1750.

The first permanent settlement made in this town was by
William A. Thompson, a native of Litchfield county, Connecticut.
.A.s Thompson received its name as a compliment to him, and
he was a remarkable man, we propose to devote a few pages
to him.

",Yilliam A.. Thompson was born at Woodbury, on the 15th of
June, 17()2. His father, Hezekiah Thompson, 'was a respectable
lawyer of that town, whose ancestors came from London in 1637
with Governor Eaton, and settled in New Haven. His mother,
Bebecka, was a daughter of Isaac Judson, a descendant of one
of the original European proprietors of "\Yoodbury. For more
than a century, both families had been rigid Presbyterians,
Hezekiah Thompson was a gentleman and a. man of the world,
much given to historical and philosophical research, and was
apt at satiricnl remarks, ~Iany of his sharp sentences 'were
repeated by his fellow-townsmen yeaTS after his death. He
had four S0118 and four daughters. 'Villiam A., of whom we
are writing, was the first-born ; .James, the second, after Wadu
ating at Yale, studied law, and practiced at Durham, N. Y.;
was elected to the Assemblv of New York in 1806; re-elected
in 1807, and about IHl6 became a friest of the Protestant
Episcopal Church. Samuel, the thin son, received a classical
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education and studied medicine ; hut, although of a fine genius,
became intemperate, and died aged thirty Jeul's, in the Island
of St. Thomas. The youngest, Charles, was also a lawyer, and
died at Monticello in 1817. The sisters were Polly, Hannah,
Rebecka and Amy, all of whom married respectably,

William A., who was a weak, puny child, much aftlicted with
salt-rheum, was earl, sent to the English school of his native
town. This he attended, occasionally doing light work on 3

farm owned by his father, until his thirteenth year, after which
he studied with Rev.•John R. Marshall, an EpiscoJ?al clergyman
of the place, who undertook to prepare his pupil for college.
At this time he was Y(~rJ fond of angling, and like manV other
lads of good promise before and since, he indulged his Inclina
tion for this amusement during the hours not devoted to his
~ooks. On one occasion, while thus engaged; he nearly lost his
life. He was fishing for trout below a mill-dam of 'Vood
bury, and in order to occnpy the best place to stand, perched
himself in the centre of an overshot 'water-wheel. Here
he was seen by a mischievous hoy named ...Asahel Bacon, who
hoisted the gate and let down upon the wheel a flood of 'water.
The wheel at once revolved rapidly, causing young 'I'hompson
to exercise his wits and his utmost agility to escape broken
bones and perhaps a dislocated neck. Here he remained until he
was exhausted by the water and the motion, when he 'was provi
dentially cast into the current of water in such a place and
manner that it threw him on the shore. He was thoroughly
drenched and frightened; but not otherwise harmed.

In 1778 he entered college at New Haven, where he studied
and graduated under President Ezra Stiles. During his first
year there, the British landed at New Haven, and plundered
the town and the college. The furniture of his room 'was de
stroyed by them. He witnessed the principal engagement
between the British and Americans in the vicinity of that city,
and was so near that a cannon-ball, in plowing up the earth,
covered him with dirt. In his third year, he brought on a
serious illness by imprudence in bathing. A cutaneous disorder'
prevailed among the students, for which a mercurial ointment
was used. Proud and sensitive, he wished to get rid of the
affection as soon as possible, and used the remedy very freely.
As he was doing so, he walked rapidly two miles, and while he
was perspiring freely, 'went into the 'water. The result was 3

violent fever, He "PA,.q RO ill that his physician pronounced his
case fatal. Thirty years afterwards he thus wrote of the illness:

"I remained in this desperate situation for several days:
when my fever broke, and I began to recover, I had my senses"
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however, the greater part of the time. My distress of body was
intolerable; but my distress of mind was still worse. I had no
settled principles of religion; but had read a number of deistical
writers that raised such doubts in my mind concerning the truth
of Christianity, that I had nothing to support me in the hour of
my death, which was supposed to be near at hand. I then
thought that, if it should please God to restore me, the
principal and the first object of my life should be to settle my
religious principles, and to live up to thern ; but still, after
thirty years of reflection, I cannot say that I am fully satisfied,
and cannot fully reconcile all the mysteries of Christianity to
my weak reason. I pray God for further light and more faith,
and must rely on the mercl of the Author of my existence after
my pilgrimage in this life.'

We leave the render to make his own comments on this
singular record, with the single remark that it contains a warn..
ing to tho Joung not to indulge in an inquisitiveness which was
attended in his case with deplorable results.

After leaving college he studied law, first under his father;
then under John Canfield, an eminent lawyer at Sharon; next
with Governor Griswold at Lvme; and finallv with his father.
In 1784-, he was licensed to "practice, and opened an office in
Norwalk; but soon after 'went to Horseneck, a place then noted
for litigiousness. Here he had a large run of business, the
profits of which laid the foundation of his future fortune; and
here, on the 17th of July, 1785, he was married to Fanny, a
daughter of Israel Knapp. She was tall, genteel, 16 years old,
and much marked with the small-pox. Her uncommon strength
of mind, great elegance of manners, and lovely disposition,
completely veiled her misfortune from the eyes of the scholarly
young gentleman who made her his wife, and always sanctified
her memory in his heart. On the 11th of June, 1788, she died
of consumption, leaving him with two children.

On the 7th of September, 1791, he was married in the city of
New York, by Bishop Moore, to Amy, the sister of his first wife.
This marriage caused him to remove to this State from Horse
neck, of which Israel Knapp, the father of Fanny and Amj',
was a resident. In Connecticut, he could not marry his deceased
wife's sister without suffering a. severe penalty. .. His youthful
ardor led him to sacrifice his business there, and scek a new
home alnong strangers. He opened a law-office in 'Vater street,
New York, with Peter Masterton; but finding his partner too
convivial for business purposes, dissolved the partnership, and
practised alone with tolerable success. But severe mental
labor, with physical inactivity, was rapidly undermining his
constitution. They produced, as they always do with certain
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temperaments, nervous debility. He was painfully conscious
that his disorder would cause him to lose his professional posi
tion, if it did not result in mental coma, and for relief took
several excursions into the country upon different objects of
speculation, In 1794, he bought large tracts of land-then
worth about one dollar per acre-in Thompson, Neversink and
Bethel, and in the spring of 1795, finding a permanent residence
in the city of New York impossible, determined to commence
an improvement on his lands in Great Lot No.1, of the
Hardenbergh patent, and to erect a saw-mill and grist-mill on
the Sheldrake creek. Early in the season he built a small log
house about thirty rods south-east from the grist-mill now
(1870) owned by -Iolm Billing, and moved his family into it.
They had been living in a decent house in Cherry street, with
all the surroundings of comfort and respectability, and this was
their first experience of pioneer-life. They arrived on the 5th
of May, and brought with them five or six mill-wrights, who at
once begun to clear the ground for the foundation of the saw
mill. In about four months, this mill 'was completed, when the
grist-mill was commenced. 'I'he latter was finished in the sum
mer of 17g6. It was a small concern, and was facetiously dub
bed. Thompson's samp-mortar by the early settlers; nevertheless
it was as large as the circumstances of the region warranted.
After a few Jears it was accidentally destroyed by fire, when it
was rebuilt by ::\lr. Thompson, on a somewhat improved plan;
but it was so badly constructed that venturesome boys fled from
it when the stones were revolving. The machinery caused the
whole affair to quake and shake so that it seemed that the
establislnuent would speedily become a heap of rubbish.

John Knapp" and his wife remained in the settlement during
the first winter. l\Ir. Thompson returned to New' York with his
family, the hardships of a forest-life in the season of snow and
frost being deemed too formidable for them. In the spring they
went back to the Albion Mills, as he styled his improvements,
and continued to spend the time there except in winter until
1801, when he moved his family and furniture to a. comfortable
frame-house ou the hill north-west of the grist-mill, and became
a permanent resident.

In the winter of 1803, the town of Thompson was incorpo
rated, and received his name-a compliment of which he was
justly proud until his death, especially as it was the only town
which bore the name of a citizen of the county. In 1802, he was
appointed by Governor George Clinton one of the Judges of
Common Pleas of Ulster county, and in 1803, First Judge of

.. The ancestor of the Knapps of Thompson and Fallaburgh. He was a Commis
aioner of RoaUs of Hamakating in 1197.
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the county. The duties of the latter office he discharged credit
ably until the count)' of Sullivan was erected, when he became
its Chief )I~oistrate, and remained so until 1t'>2B, when he
became ineligil ile by reason of his age, and was succeeded by
Livingston Billings.

'I'hompson's official duties did not frevent him from attending
to his private affairs. He was prouc of being tho owner of an
extensive lauded estate, and carefully improved it. Among his
?ther property were several farms, which he muuuged with good
[udgiueut,

On the 13th of August, 1807, Amy Knapp, his second wife,
died, the mother of seven children, one of w110111 survived her
but a few weeks. HiM second bereavement plunged him into
profound sorrow. 'Yriting of Amy Knapp several years after
her demise, he says, "~IJ affection for her WaS unbounded."
Subsequently he married Charity," daughter of Samuel and
Elizabeth Guyer and widow of Shadraeh Iiecd, with whom he
lived in perfect amity and comfort until Septetuber 13, 1841,
when she died. He was then disabled by paralysis from making
an entry in his journal, and remained so until April 20, 1845.
On that day, finding that he could use a pen, in charueters
which indicate his age and disease, he wrote a feeling tribute to
her memory.

In 1810, Judge Thompson built his mansion-house, in Thomp
sonville. He had an instinctive proclivity for the cultivated
classes of Great Britain, and in many respects resembled the
high-toned, chivalrous English gentleman. His mansion exter
nally was imposing, and its interior arrangements, with its
corniced rooms, ornamented mouldings, and carved panels,
were the local marvels of that day. It far surpassed any other
building in the county, and was considered fit for the residence
of an English nobleman. He therefore named it Albion Hall
a. name he intended his embryo village should bear; t but was
defeated by his neighbors, who persisted in calling it Thomp
sonville. It was his ardent desire that this mansion should
always be owned and occupied by one of his male descendants,
and if it had been possible he would have entailed upon its
occupant a. fair estate, 80 that the name of Thompson of
Thompson would have been perpetuated in the town, respected
and honored, and the old-time hospitality of the house continued
through future generations. He thought it was his duty to do
what he could to secure the continuance of the mansion, and a

$ Miss Guyer's father died while she wa.s yonn~. Her mother afterwarda married
Samuel Lord, and the daughter wae sometimes Known as Charity Lord. Shadrach
Reed was elected Town Clerk of Thompson in 1805, and died 800n after. He was aD
admirable penman, &8 the records of the town prove.

t DP.6ds given by Judge ThompsoD prove this. See Deed Record No. 1, in Sullivan
Count)' Clerk'. office.
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competent provision against poverty, to one of his sons, because
the town bore his name, and after he had in a moment of
inadvertence conveyed a considerable part of his property to
several of his children, leaving less than he deemed necessary
to maintain the honors of his house, he expressed sorrow for
what he had done.

In the spring of 1811, Judge Thompson visited England and
France, and remniued in those countries several months. Ho
passed from the former to the latter in the U. S. frigate Consti
tution, commanded by Captain Isaac Hull, and during his
absence from his native land, associated freely with Americans
of high position who were then abroad, as well as with the
higher classes of the countries he visited. We have heard it
asserted that he was taken for his cousin, Smith Thompson, of
the United States Supreme Court; but this report is undoubt
edly the offspring of malevolence and envy.

After the termination of his official career as Chief l\.£Hgi~h·Hte

of the county, he turned his attention to scientific n11(1' philo
sophical studies and researches, to which he had inherited an
inclination; am1when he had mastered 3. subject, communicated
his observations and the theories he deduced from tlu-ru, to
Silliman's Journol qf Science, then a magazine of high standing,
His dissertation 011 "Diluvial Action 3S shown bv Grooves uinde
on the Solid Rocks that have been covered by the Earth," and
an article on the existence of certain brachians found in rocks
and beneath the surface of the earth, where they have lived in
a state of torpidity for thousands of years, attracted the atten
tion of the learned men of both America and Europe. His
opinions on the latter subject were received as the true ones,
and have been and are still maintained by men of science. For
these and other writings, he was elected an honorary member
of the Geological Society and of the Royal Institute of France,
(two or~anjzati()llS under the patronage of Louis Philippe.) and
received diplomas of membership. But two other pe~ons in
the United States were then members of these institutions, one
of whom was Professor Silliman. These were honors as grati
f);ng as they were unexpected; but they were not the only ones
of a distinguished. character accorded ·him. The city of New
York voted him a silver medal, and enclosed it in a box made
of wood from the first boat that passed from Lake Erie to the
Atlantic ocean, and to do him still further honor, made him a
pall-bearer at the grand funeral obsequies of General Andrew
Jackson, in that city. In his diarv he saJs, "It was the grand
est pageant eyer witnessed in the "United States. The proces
sion extended two miles and a half from the City Hall. We
rode in four barouches beside the coffin and urn, with a large
spread eagle oyer the urn that stood on the coffin."
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Judge Thompson, like many men of his stamp, had his P~M1

'liarities, It has heen said of him that if an Assessor of his
town placed too low a value on his property, he 'was very
indignant; that ht~ did not want worms to devour his body after
his death, etc, To uvoirl being food for such uisgnsting things,
he was anxious to have n. tomb hewn ont of the solid rock, and
sealed up after his rernuius were deposited in it. Th0R~ eccen
tricities became mor« and more apparent as the infirmities or
age weakened his phvsicnl ana mental faculties, For the last
five or six yenrs of his life, he was pnrtinllv paralvzed, as were
several of his alJ<"t'\:--;tor~. and had but little uso of his limbs.
Under date of ..\pl'il 20, 18-ki. he snyg, "I have been unable to
write for six yenrs until this dnY" Six yenrs ago, I fell from my
horse, and injured mv head. It brought on the palsy, which
affected both mv hands and feflt. I have been unable to dress
or undress myself, or walk about, I cannot rend more than an
hour at once. I have traveled everv vcnr to Xew York, Xow
Hayen and other places. Traveling .is beneficial to Illy health,
and amuses mv mind, I attended the College Commencement
at New Havenlast sunnner : but I could find none of n1Y Class
Iiving." After this he closes with a fr-eliug allusion to his wife
Charity, with whom he had "lived thirty-three. vears in the
enjoyment of every blessing. She was a person of uncommon
dignity and elegance of manners. joined with benuty and tho
charms of an expre-ssive counteunnee." Her death was caused
by getting wet while attf\lllllll~ to IH:~r flower-garden, which
brought on a feyer that tr-rminnted fatally.

On the 9th of December, IS·! 7..Tud~p Thompson died, PE>:lc('
fully and 'without a struzale. at his resi.lence. in Thompsonville.
His children wero-s-bv his wif« Frances Knapp-I. Charles
Knapp, horn )Iay 12, 178(;; 2. 'YiHiarn _-\ ugnstns, December 11,
1788. By AnI)"I\:napp-H. Adeline Angustn, September 28, 17nR;
4.•Julia Margnretta, -Iune 11. 17~j~j; 5. I ..onisa.•Ianuurv 16,
17HS; 6. Corm-lin.•Jnnnnrv 4. IH:)}; 7. Caroline..Tanunrv 28,
1802; 8. H~trril"1t, February n, 18: ~-1; 9..J:UllPS Knupp, ::\l:iy 26,
1806. By Charity (hlver--IO. Fran("i~ 1\7'jlli:nn, })t'("Plllbf'r 25.
1809; 11: HelpH )I(ll"i~t..Tuly 1;>, isn . 1~. I ..ouisa Elizabeth,
February 23, 1813; l~t Sumuel Gnver, Septe-mber 4, lEn..!;
14. Maria Antoinette, January 17, 1818; 1:>. Ann Augusta,
March 29, 1821; 16. Catharine Elizubl-'th. October ~R, l82H.

In 1806, Judge Thompson wag a eandidatc for Representative
in Congress. ....\.lthough he received every vote of the town in
which he resided, he was defeated by hi~ opponent, Barent
Gardinier of Kingston.

After the completion oi Albion Hall, .JUtlgp. Thompson, proud
of his residence, and naturally hospitable and fond of polite
society, induced many of his metropolitan friends to spend
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weeks and months with him, when it was his delight to crown
his generous board with haunches of venison, flanked with such
trout as we do not often see in modern days, as well as wine of
choice brands and ancient vintage. Tradition Stl.).s that on
one occasion he caused a buck to be roasted whole, and t.bat
his visitors as well as his rural friends had no grand feast.
Display and profusion characterized the day, and it was long
the theme of conversation, These things, of course, excited
enyy, hatred and malice among some, and caused ill-natured
remarks. 'I'hompsonville 'was long known as ., the cit)"," a so
briquet bestowed on the place because Albion Hall generally
had in it visitors from the city of New York.

Judge 'I'hompson acted more wisely than many other founders
of settlements, It has been already seen that his first act was
to provide a shelter (necessarily a poor one) for himself and
family; he next built a saw-mill, without which comfortable and
decent d wellings, etc., could not be constructed ; and then a
grist-Illill, which was a. great inducement to those who wished
to occupy new fanus. This grist-mill was, at an early dav,
destroyed by fire, as we have already stated, and until it \\";tS

rebuilt, the pioneers of Thompson were obliged to carry their
grain to ,rurtsborough, Although it has been thrice hUl"11Cd to
ashes, it has been rebuilt each time on an enlarged and im
proved plan, and is now (1871) owned by John Billing.

The first merchant of the place 'was David Reed. He was
succeeded by Richard D. Childs, ,(a son of TiuH )thy cuu-, an
early settler.) Daniel Hultslander; David Goodricli: and Jona
than Stratton, in the order in which they are named, The
latter discontinued the business, when, for a time, there wag no
merchant in the place. There are now (1t)7~) several who
appear to be doing a thriving business.

.A. small taunerv was established here early in this centurv bv
Isaac 'Yarring. '~'ho sold the concern to :-\.uthony D, H;'Lwli.
Subsequently a new one was built by Elias Morgan, In 1820,
the latter, in connection with wealthy leather and hide-dealers
of "the swamp," put up what was at that time the largest in
the county. The main building was eighty feet in length,
This passed into the hands of Loring Andrews, who sold it to
Jonathan Stratton and Richard and Howard Haight, who
carried on the business for several years." Finally Samuel G.
Thompson, first with a l11:1.U named Wells, and then with a Mr.
Bowers, owned the concern. 'Vhen bark became scarce, the
business was abandoned by Thompson & Bowers.

• On the 26th of Al1g't1~t, 1836. this tannery W3.8 destroyed by fire. Loss, $3,000.
Insurance, $l,BOO. It was then owned by Stra.tton J:. Haight, and was soon after re
built,
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Wool-carding and cloth-dressing was commenced in 1810 by
Xathan Couch. The mill was afterwards owned by David
Goodrich, a merchant of the place. Goodrich died, when 'Vil
Iiam E. Cady, his executor, purchased the property, and ill time
sold it '0 John H. Hack, by whom and his family it was owned
for lliRn.r years.

Abrahuui 'Yarring kept a tavern at Thompsonville in 1198,
tho first ill tlH\ tOWIl. It was on the lots now owned by George
Degroot anll Stephen Crissey.

Stephen Stratton moved on what is known as Thompson's
Neversink Bat pluoe about 1810. Afterwards he bought the
farm now owned by Harvey Gardner. He was a soldier of the
R.evolutiull, and diotl at Tliompsonville on the 26th of J annary,
lti42, aged HO. From him sprang the respectable Stratton
families of Thompson and Fallsburgh.

In J uue, 1828, a. post-office was established in the place, with
Jonathan Stratton us postmaster.

The Records of lIanlukating prove that John Brooks occu
pied the Demurest farm in 1797. In September of that year,
he had a. cleared and enclosed field. Brooks was succeeded by
J abez 'Yakeman, the father of Talcot, Uriah, Damon, J abes,
junior, Bunks and George \\rakeman. J abez "rakeman also
had three daughters, one of whom married Doctor Apollos B.
Hanford of Monticello.

Captain Isaac Rundle lived on the "Mount Prospect farm "
00"\\' (1871) owned by Samuel 'Van·ing.* It is situated on the
most elevated ground in the neighborhood, and commands a
beautiful view of more than half of the countv. The soil of
this high region is very fertile, and it is one of the few places
between the Neversink and Delaware where walnut-trees ~row

spontaneously. The original road from Thompson's i\lills to
the Falls of the Neversink ascended this mountain, and ran
along its hog-back summit. The route was the 'worst that
could be found. We cannot imagine why it was adopted unless
Judge Thompson was the owner of Mount Prospect, and knew
that he could not sell it, if the road was laid on the low ground
or either side of it.

The first land cultivated on this farm was managed after the
manner of the Indians. The underbrush was cut down, and
then men ascended the trees and trimmed them from the tops
downwards, The trunks were left standing. The ground was
thus strewn with rubbish, which became very dry in summer,
so that when fire was applied, everything except the tree-trunks
was consumed. 'Vhen the first "trimmer" got to the top of a

'" )Iount Pro~l)(·(ot is in tho town 01 .Fallsburgh. From its proximity to Thomp
alOIn-ill"" we give 1 s h.tory here.
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tree on "~Iol.lnt Prospect," he 'wag amazed, and exclaimed,
.. , Gosh! I can see all God's creation! "

These white dwellers in the woods were not often sick, vet
oceasioually they needed some one to set u bone, apply a
lotion, or attend to a gaping wound made by an ax-blade. In
IB03, Captain Isaac Huudle offered Doctor Josiah ,ratrous, a
nephew of Ananias 'Yurring, six acres of land if he would open
an office on l\lount Prospect. The doctor was then practicing
in Albany county, and was a 111a11 with n family, The lot had
cost Rundle hut thirty-three dollars; Jet it was 11. sufficient
inducement to caus« ,ratreus' removal to Sullivan. He had a
monopoly of the pill and potion business for years ; but never
got rich enough to own and keep a horse. "7'hen he was sent
for, the sender was obliged to provide a horse for the doctor to
ride. 'Va.trous remained with his patients for days and weeks
-until they recovered. or died-without visiting his family.
This ~iolleer of the medical craft was long since released frOID
his toils. He died 011 Mount Prospect, and his widow married a
man named Asahel Frisbee, who kept a cake and beer-shop forty
years auo, on the lot where stands the handsome residence of
John C:- Field, in Monticello.

There was a blacksmith-shop near Thompsouville in 1805,
owned by Ebenezer Sweet. Sweet died at an early duy, leaving
two sons, John and Ebenezer, who became well-known citizens
of the town. His wife survived him, and died May 26, 1857,
aged 8~ years.

Although 'Villiam A. Thompson claimed that he founded the
first permanent settlement of this town, there were a few scat
tered pioneers within its present boundaries when he came here
in 1795. Tho cabins of these adventurers were far apart, and
intercourse was difficult. Hence Judge Thompson did not
believe that there were settlements or communities in the town
previous to his advent.

John Brooks lived at Wakeman's ford as early, probably, as
1787. Our authority is an old lady who knew him well, and
often saw him at her father's house, in l\laluakating Hollow,
when she was about ten years of age. Brooks was a native of
the old town of 1'1amukating, and his name is among those who
took the Revolutionary pledge there in 1775. He 111USt have
come by the way of Sandburgh to Deuuistou's ford, and theu
traveled down the river to the point where he built his house.
Although he was then the only white inhabitant of the territorv
now embraced by our town-boundaries, he had ueighbors at no
great distance; for at that 'time there were families farther up
the river. He brought with him a pair of small mill-stones,
which he operated by hand, and thus made his own salnp and
meal. One of these stones, a few years since, was owned by
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Samuel G. Thompson, of Thompsonville, who used it in his
grist-mill for some purpose. ",.e regret that it is lost-probably
destroyed by the burning of the ruill while owned by Thomas
Billing.

Brooks loved forest-sports, and took great delight in relating
his adventures. He used a rifle of long range when hunting,
and a. bow of marvelous length when describing his own
exploits. Some of his stories would have delighted David
Crockett. As his relations were of the Munchausen order, wo
will not repeat them. It is enough to say, that he declared
that, while hunting, he shot a bear through its hind-legs, break
ing both of them; and that he then seized hold of its stubby tail,
and drove it to his home with less difficulty than if the beast
had been a steer. On another occasion, n very powerful bear
attempted to hug the breath out of his body. He could not
get away, and so was compelled to measure his strength with
Bruin's. One or the other must die. In this emergency, Brooks
gn,ve the beast a tremendous embrace, and squeezed all the
entrails from its body. After it was thus turned inside out, the
animal considered further effort useless, and abandoned tho
contest.

Soon after 1790, Francis Tarket settled on the east bank of
the Neversink river, near Edward's island. In those days, froIII

causes not well understood, when floods occurred, the water
rose much more rapidly than at the present time. In its
natural state, the surface of the earth is more porous, and
should absorb and retain a greater quantity of water than when
cultivated. Hence, as a country is improved, and cultivated
fields increase, floods should become more and more disastrous.
This, however, is not the case. The true cause may be found
in the fact that the average annual rain-fall decreases as tho
forests of a country are destroyed; and the additional fact that
when mills are erected on our large streams and their tributa
ries, the dams of these establishments are reservoirs. Until
the latter overflow, the courses below them cannot be as full as
if there were no obstruction to the natural running of the water.

Mrs. Tacket's cow pastured upon the island opposite tho
clearing made by her husband, and on one occasion while the
faithful animal was quietly cropping the grass there, the volume
of the river began to increase rapidly. There was danger that
the cow would be swept away, and Mrs, Tarket waded across to
drive her home. The river was high when she went over, and
was still deeper when she was ready to return As she stood
irresolute, the flood became more angry ana threatening.
Higher and higher rose the waters, roaring and foaming, and
threatening to destroy anyone who should attempt to pass
through them. ..:\.s the river often swept oyer the highest point
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of the island, her situation was not enviable, She hnllooed ;
hut to no purpo~e. No one 'was near to aid her. After reflect
ing a moment, she hit upon a novel expedient by which to
('~cape from her dangerous situation-an expedi ..-nt which should
identifv her name with the island forever. Providing herself
'with :\"good whip, she seized the cow by her tnil, and drove her
into the stream, In n moment the mad waters SW('pt oyer
them ; but by dint of swimming the cow reaclu-rl thp mnin land,
towing her mistress, drenched and almost drowned, safely to
the shore,

Tarket lived hero but three or four vears, when he sold his
claim to Bennjah Edwards, and moved liortherly about one mile
to tho farm since owned by -Ioseph R. Clark.

Edwards built a gri~t-n1ill opposite the island, OIl the east
hank of the river, which was in operation several years; but
finally was abnndoned.

Al;out 1792, ...Ananins, Sackett cut op(\n the road 'which bore
his name. It extended from Mamuknting valley to the Kinne
brook, in the "Test Settlement of Thornpson, and was after
wards Illude to Cochecton by Captain David Dorrance. Sackett
and Dorrance were both employed by the proprietors of the
Iand through which the road ran. The former received a tract
of seven hundred acres of land for his work, and loca ted it
south-west of the corporation limits of Monticello. It covered
'wholly or ill part the farms since owned by Rnmsey, Hatch,
Litis, Varnell, ...Ahiel Decker, Oran Rovco. find perhaps others.
-Tohaunes )lusten and 80n1e of his neighbors of Mamakating
valley assisted Sackett, Captain Dorrance was paid twelve
dollars and fifty cents per mile. A. portion of this road is still
used: but tho"greater part ~f it is covered by the Newburgh
and Cochecton turnpike and the Monticello and 'Yurt~borough

)[cAtlamized road.
The Sackett road ran very nearly from 1rnrtshorou~h to the

residence of 'Yilliillll l\IarsLall, th~ CJ('l11('nt~' or Da;'is place
south of Lord's pond, the Haviland farm and Bridgeville, where
tho river w.is forded a short distance above the In·i{lgp. It then
asceudcd the hill between the Methodist church and the old
Hezekiah Howell building, and passed to the Barnum saw-mill,
the farm of ::\11'. 'Yright, and then turned south of Monticello
through the farm of Cornelius Hatch to the old David and
Nathan Kinne farms, and Mongaup valley, where the stream
was forded above the Tillotson grist-mill; next to the old
Cochecton ~prin~ south of "~hite Lake, and to the village of
Bethel, the Halsev tavern, etc. The route was much better
generally thau that subsequently adopted by the Newburgh and
Cochecton Turnpike Company, as it avoided nInny of tho hills
oyer which the turnpike was made,
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About the time the Sackett road was begun, Reuben Allen
moved to lot number 39, in Great Lot 13, 'where he died on t.ht"\
6th of December, 1848, after a residence of fiftv-six vears, H«
wes probably the first white man who remained permanently in
the town, and left descendants here after him; for Brooks, who
preceded him, cea..sed to he a resident soon after Judge Thotnp
80n moved to Thompsonville. He was 29 and his wife 2;') years
old when they commenced a life of privation and hardship
which few would dare now to encounter, In an unbroken
forest, almost beyond human aid and sympathy, they made
their home, and labored to render it pleasant. For a time he
was unable to raise sufficient food for his familv and when
want stared them in the face, be left his wife an~l children in
the woods, and wont beyond the Shawangunk to earn a few
shillings, with which he bought food, and then carried it horne
on his shoulders, ".ages at that time 'Were in summer from
four to six shillings pel' day, and from seven to nine dollars per
month. In winter no one wanted laborers at anv price. Self
denial, industry and persistence finally conquered all untoward
surroundings. The traveler who passed from )Ioutiepllo to
",Vurtsborough forty years ago, will remember that Reuben
Allen's residence ",'as one of the neatest on the road.

The Sackett road caused other families to settle ill the town,
as the following extract frOD1 the Records of Mamakating pro'\'"e.
On the 10th of October, 1797, Elijah Reeve, of Monnt Hope,
and John Knupp, of Thompsonville, laid out a public road from
Johannes Mastl~n'8 to Sackettborough, which they described as
follow'S :

"From -Iohnnnis l\fnsten's on the Esopus road, two miles
below the 01<1 )I:tlllHkating farms, beginning at the place where
Sackets sat out. with the road, and runs as he cut the Road
until it came unto a small Brook near the high hill now known
by the name of Spy Hill, then turns out of the now cut road t-o
the right round tlie hill ast the ground would best suit until
it strikes the now cut road again; then along said road again as
near as the ground "ill admit until it strikes the Neversink
Kill, and across the said Kill and on the road forward a little to
the north of Matthews, and along said road to where Wheeler
now lives or occupies a. little to the south of his house, and on
as the ground will suit to Armanias Sackers, and on to the place
called Saeketsborough."

Spy Hill is southerlv from the middle gate of tho Monticello
and ,,:rurtsborough Plank Road Company, and was so called
because hunters could espy game a long distance from its
summit.



John Matthe'nJ occupied the farm now owned by Charles.
Barnum, and subsequently moved to North Settlement, In
179;, Amasa Matthe,,·s was living on the east bank of the
~ever~ink, above Bridgeville.

'\\11eeler was David Wheeler," the original occupant of the
farm subsequently owned by Seth Allyn, and now the property
of \Villialll 'V right.

Analliu.~ Hackett lived south-west of :\Ionticcllo, and Sackett
borough wa..s west of his locution, aud on the road made by him.
This borough was intended to perpetuate his name and deeds;
hut amounted to nothing wore than 21. frail monument of the
vanity and folly of huiuan hope and ambition. No one can
uow point out the locution which once bore the name of Sackett
borough; and no individual llOW re...siding ill the county can
clairu the once respectable pntrouym of Sackett. Auauias
Sackett settled about the Jl~ar 1794 or 1795.

On the 29th of September, 1797, Reeve and Knapp estab
lished another public road, ana had the following description of
it recorded by the Clerk of Malllakating:

"Bt-\giunillg at the foot of the hill near the Neversink river.
on Sackett's road, turn out to the north, and runs up said river
to an eue losed field occupied by AIDH.Sa. ~IatthewlS, and along
the buck side of said field on a high piece of ground insirle of
the fence. and runs out to the bank of the river, uIl s'd river
near John Brooks', and then across the said river, unc upon the
'west side of the river until it gets ubove Brooks' inclosure, and
then left the s'd river to the north east, nud runs north west as
the road is now cut and travelled unto 1'huIUPlSOll':S Mills, to be
four rolls wide."

John Simpson lived on the J onathau Hoyt farm (Lot 25) as
earlv aa 1797, and according to a manuscript found among the
papers of Billings Grant Childs, 'Yillinnl Dt~lln settled at Bl'idge
ville previous t~) that year, und kept a tavern there. That Denn
was there preVIOUS to the )"(·H.r umned we doubt, He was therr
soon after, however, and Wets undoubtedly the predecessor of
John 'Yetherlow, w!JeHU we shall have occusion to iueution here
after. Reeve aud Knapp do not meution Denn ill their road
survey of S(~ptelnl~er ~B, I7!}7. If he had lived there then they
would have done s().

When Jollal1l1CS )Ia:-;tell assisterl Sackett ill making the road
from Mama.kating Hollow to Kinne brook, he discovered SOllie

• David "'l....-ler took the Revolutionarv l)l('(l~t~ in )[:llllal,atiJlC; ill 1775 j but in
..blot part of the town he then lived is & matter of conjecture,
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ROOd land on the trMt secured by Sackett, and bought it. Tllis
rand he gave to his sons-in-law, Daniel Litts and Evert Terwil
liger, the first of whom married Martha, and the other Sarah
Masten. Litts and Terwilliger moved to this land in February,
1797, with their families. Mrs. Terwilliger was then forty-one
and her sister twenty-two years of age. They had been
accustomed to border-life, and, although their father was 8.

wealthy man, had constitutions made robust bJ healthful labor.
With the steady purpose of men of Holland blood, the brothers
in-law cleared land and made improvements. They were assisted
in all suitable ways by their wives and children. With them
industry was a cardinal virtue, physical labor and the acquisi
tion ofwealth the major objects of life. 'Yhile the muscles of
their children were developed by constant usc, the brain was
not trained to wield its instruments intelligently, As a logical
sequence of their youthful training, the offspring of these two
families have lost ground, while those of once less wealthy
parents have outstripped them, thus illustrating the truth of the
apothegm that "industry without intelligence is like a ship
without a helm."

The children of Daniel Litts were noted for their great
strength. Even his daughters were more powerful than ordi
nary men. It is said that one of his girls 11:l.8 been known to
lift a barrel of cider by its chimes and drink from ita hung. 'Ye
are assured that she once saw three or four able-bodied men
attempt and fail to place a heavy mill-iron upon a wagon, when
she threw them right and left with her hands, telling them to
get out of her way, and then unassisted and with ease lifted the
iron to its place on the vehicle. In his young days, one of her
brothers was considered an expert wrestler, and sporting men
from a distance came to measure their skill and strength with
his. One of these 'was a famous wrestler of the city of New
Y~rk. ~en he called, Joung .Litts 'Yas from horne. Seein§
MlSS Litts, he made known hIS business to her. " "'liat ! '
exclaimed she, "wrastle with mine brother?" and she eyed
him as if taking his calibre. "'Vhy, you arc foolish. Go Lack
and snve your money; for I can throw you mineself." She
continued to jeer at and banter him, and finally dared him to
the encounter in such a .w:ty that he accepted her challenge.
He found her strength, skill und petticoats, too much for his
science. Her feet and ankles 'were protected by the drapery
which surrounded them frotn the advances of his heels; but
they found no obstruction when she attempted to trip him.
She sent him to grass twice with such celerity and force that he
retired from her father's door-yard vanquished ana crest-fallen.
He returned to the metropolis without delay, believing that if

34
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Snlliynn county produced such girls, it was folly to contend
with the melle*'

In 17!)7, Nathan Kinne settled at the end of the Sackett road
as it was then made, and at the same time, or soon after, his
brother David joined him. TIle Kiuues were of the Connecticut
race of Yankees. ~lal1Y of the name were among the adven-
turers who formed the Susquehanna Couipnny, and attempted
to .exteud the possessions of Connecticut from the Delaware
river to the Pacific ocean, Those who Lave read Stone's
History of ''''Joluing, cannot fail to appreciate properly the
respectability and enterprise of the Kinnes of the last (~l'lltnry.

Nathan Kinne cleared the first fanu in the 'Yest, or Kinne
Settlclnellt, 011 which he lived thirty-three ye<lrs. He was much
respected in his day, and received many testimonials of the
confidence of his fellow-townsmen,

In 18J2, Uzziel Royce started from Mansfield, Connecticut,
intending to go to the Susquehanna river w ith his family. He
had hear..l nnu-h of the fertility of the lund of that region, and
regarded the Susquehanna valley as the land of promise and
prosperity. On his way he stopped at Newburgh, where he
was pennladec.l to change his destination. 'York on the New
burgh and Cochecton turnpike luul been commenced, and every
one who IH\d taken stock in that concern, was enthusiastic as to
the value of the country through which the road would pas~.

Mr. H0Jce 'was convinced that it was better to locate within
fifty miles of the Hudson river, Oll laud which would soon
increase in value, and where he would soon have an outlet to a.
market, than to go one hundred miles farther into the woods.
He CLune to Thompson, and fUl'chased n tract of land in the
vicinity of Nathan Kinne, anc cleared the farm since owned l,y
John C. Holley. His rciuovnl to the town was important, as it
It'd to the settlement here of Thomas, SOIOIllOll, Iloderick, and
Cholbe Iloyce, who were his kinsmen, and all~ollg the highly
esteemed residents of the county. On the 2;-1tL of l\Iay, l~.:tJ,

Uzziel Hoyce died on the place where he settled in IHO~. One
of the local public journals of that time paid a han..Isome
fribute to his memory.

In 1801, Solomon 110Jce bought a lot in the same neighbor
hood, and commenced clearing it. Other members of the tamily
settled in the town subsequently, 8010111011 Royce was n farmer
and luud-snrvevor. His property was small until he wns sixty
~-ears of ngp, ,,11<_'u he couuueuced speculating ill land, and soon
nccumuluted a. handsome fortune. Like all the first settlers of
his name, he was a man who enjoyed the confidence nIH} respect
of his nr-ighbors.
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John ana Samuel Lord came to Sullivan in ~ny, lR03, from
".,.eston, Fuirtield county, Connecticut, and brought with
them their Iaiuilies. They crossed the Shawangunk on nearly
the route adopted by the Newburgh anti Cochecton Turnpike
Company, and remained all night at Johannes Masten's. He
was then a' wealthy Dutch furuier, and owned one thousand
acres of fine lu11<.1, several n{\groes and a large stock of horses
and neut-cattle. His aldermanic bod)" was surmounted by a
hat with a monstrous brim, and when he was vexed bv a
mischievous boy, be had an odd habit of flogging the yonker
with his tile; but was careful not to injure his hat, or hurt the
lad.

The Lords followed the old Sackett road from J\Inmnkating
Hollow to the valley of the Neversink. There were no families
living on the road until they came to the Davis place, where
Richard Page kept a tavern. There was then but little cash in
the country, au.I white-pine shingles were bartered for drams.
Oar informant remembers seeing the thirsty wending their 'way
to ·Pag~'s log tenement, each carrying under one of his arms
the requisite number of shingles to procure a drink of whisky.

A Iitcle beyond Page's, and where the road Cl\J.-sed Gra~g)" or
ClaL-:~'s brook, was a tavern kept by a WOl11:1n who was known
as Gra nny Strong. Tile next house was on the premises now
(1871) owned by John nnd Benjamin Lord. It was then occu
pied by a squatter whose name is forgotten, At Bridgeville
Iived Jehiel Sherwood and John Wetherlow. During the Year,
Ja~nes Millspaugh moved in and occupied the Haviland place.
'Vetherlow lived at the ford, a short distance above the bridge.

Our informant WaS then a lad less than eight years old, and
had heard much of the benrs, wolves and panthers of the
Neversink country, and was cousequsutly looking for those
animils with fear and trembling. His apprehensions were
startlingly confirmed :\.t Wetherlow's. A steer of Mr. 'Vether
low had been, a few days previously, killed but not devoured
by a panther. The young animal hud been missed and its body
fvand p.irtiallv covered with leaves and other rubbish. One of
the \Va~ce:n),n's, who was a noted hunter and trapper, knowing
that, as soon as the panther 'VLlS hungry, it would return to
the carcass for a meal, set a loaded gnu so that it would lodge
sundrv buckshot into th~ first anim il that disturbed the remains.
In a f~w d.iys a moustrou s panther was fouu.l by the side of
the deal steer, a victim of Wakem·..u's ingenuity. It was
skinned, and the skin stuffed and arranqed as natural as life, in
a tree before 'Vetherlow's house. 'Vhen the children of the
Lords saw it, with its fearful teeth, they were seized with a
panic and ran to their parents for protection.

From "\Vetherlow's the two Iaiuilies traveled up the river to
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Denniston's ford, passing Hezekiah and Jabez Wakeman's
places at the Wakenlan ford, They settled near the present
premises of James O'Neill, where Samuel lived many years.
His brother John remained there until1S0o, when he removed
to Lord's pond, on the Newburgh and Cochecton road. He
there put up one of the roughest log-teuements of that day,
and opened n. tavern and commenced clearing land. In a few
years he built a better house, and died there in August, 1830.
His son, Captain Alson Lord, previous to his death in 1t)72~

furnished the writer with the following in regard to his father's
last illness: In June, 1H30, John Lord visited his brother's
family near Denniston's ford, and .while on the road got very
wet from !' sudden shower of ram. He exchanged his wet
garmeuts for dry, spent a pleasant evening in conlp,wy with his
friends, went to bed at the usual time, and on the succeeding
morning was apparently in good health; but was somewhat
disturbed by u remarkable dream he had had during the night,
in which he imagined that he was sick; that his legs swelled to
a large size, aud burst open and ruortitied ; that the flesh
dropped from them, nn.I that he died, His dream W:lS ~\ pre
vision of wh lot actuilly took place. SO()l1 after he related it to
our informant, and the other members of his household, he was
taken sick, and ,\11 he had dreamed really occurred,

We have no more faith in dreams than we have in witchcraft,
and would not admit the above paragraph, if our informuut was
not, during all his life, of unquestioned intelligence and truth
fulness. The circumstance is remarkable as a strange coinci
dence for which human wisdom can furnish no satisfactory
explanation.

Alson Lord, when a youn~ man, had an encounter 'With a
bear in the woods near his father's residence. He was felling
trees with a companion, when he heard his dog barking in an
unusual manner. He proposed to the person who was with
him, that they should ascertain what the dog was after, and
said he believed it was a be-ar; but the man 'was a coward, and
refuged to go. Lord then went alone. The dog was at the foot
of a tree in a dense thicket. Lord did not see the hear until
he had nearly reached the foot of the tree, when he discovered
it about twelve feet from the ground. He went boldly forward
until the animal suddenly curled itself into a ball-like shape,
and tumbled down within reach of the ax he carried. Lord
instantly__dealt it a stunning blew, which laid it out apparently
dead. He was fortunate in doing so, as, if he had waited a
second or two, the beast would have been on its haunches, when
it would have been impossible to hit it. All old hunters know
that bears are the most expert boxers in the world, and that
they will knock an ax or club from the hands of a man 80 quick
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that no one can see bow it is done; after which, if the beast is
exasperated, it will be upon its assailant in an instnnt.

Mr. Lord shouted that he bad killed the bear, when the timid
fellow came to him readily, and the two proceeded to haul it
out of the thicket. 'Vhile they were doing so, the black brute
began to exhibit signs of life. A few more blows of the ax,
however, made it quite anfe to handle it, 'and the creature was
got out of the 'woods without further trouble, except the labor
of carrying it. It was large, and had a very beautiful pelt.

Bears were very numerous in this neighborhood. The writer
well remembers that, when he was n school-boy, they' had a run
v;ny across the turnpike, a short distance west of Gules, where
they were frequently seen with their cubs, passing from one
swamp to the other.

'Villia,lD Sears was an early resident near Lord's pond. He
was elected as an Assessor before Sullivan was a county, and
was active in matters affecting the interests of the town. Seth
Sears was living in the neighborhood as early as ISO!. They
caine from Fairfield countv, Connecticut. -

In 180:3, Lewis Hoyt occupied a lot west of the Novcrsink, at
Bridgeville. He remained in the vicinity but n short time, ~lld

was a brother of Jonnthan Hoyt, of whom we shall next write,
Lot 25, in Great Lot 13, was occupied by squatters previous

to 180:3. Reuben Allen first made a small improvement, and
then left it, probably because he founel it difficult or impossible
to get a warranty-deed for it. John Simpson then occupied it,
who built a log-house, and cleared some land. In 1803, J on3.

than Hoyt bought Simpson's improvements, for $1,030, getting
with the 213 ac-res a potash-kettle. As soon as practicable,
Hoyt acquired the fee-simple, which cost him about $1,000 i.u
addition.

Hoyt was then no married man, with two or three children,
and lived in Norwalk, Connecticut. In April, 1804, he started
with his wife and children for his new home. He brought with
him a span of horses, a yoke of oxen, and an immense butterfly
cart. In the flaring box of the cart were bestowed his house
hold goods, and an assortment of other articles which were
deemed necessary, including sundry small canvnss-bags which
were filled with silver coin, and placed inside the family chest.
On the top of all, when on the road, were perched the wife and
children, who climbed to their elevated position by a ladder,
'Which was an indispensable accompaniment of the vehicle, as,
without it, no one could surmount its funnel-shaped sides.

The family, with their chattels, proceeded to Old Well, where
they got or were put on board a. sloop, and proceeded to New
York city and the Hudson river. In clue time they reached
Newburgh, where they disembarked, and where the more sari-
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ous d~np;t"l"S and sufferings of the journey commenced. The
horses ani] oxen were attached to the cart, and started west
ward 011 the Newburgh and Cochecton Toad. The turnpike, so
far as it was completed, had been made but recently-the road
bed was composed of surface-soil-the frost wns gone but
partially from the track, which was but little better than a nH1SS

of mrul, nnd n succession of bottomless slough-holes. Often
one whe-el of tho cart would stand firm on the partially thawed
track, while th« other would sink nearly to its axle, causing the
elevated wings of the vehicle to lurch with the energy of a
catapult, So forcible was this sidewise movement that the
chest wns broken to pieces, and the silver money it contained
scattered over the bottom of the cart-box. Fortunately the
latter h.ul been made of tough material and by a good work
man, so that there were no crevices through which the coin
dropped into the mire of the road. The monev was all in the
bottom of the cart-box when they reached the Neversink.

'Vhen the wheels sank deep in the slough-holes, the horses
and oxen could not proceed, and it was found nccessary to pro
cure extra rnotive-power, or remove from the cart a ]><11't of the
10:1d_ This consumed so much time that but five miles a day
wer.: accomplished.

In the afternoon of the sixth day from Ne,vbnrgh, the party
descended the west side of the Shawanguuk mountaiu, and in
doing so discovered what appeared to be n broad and turbid
river in the valley. Mr. Hoyt did not know what to think of
this, as he hall iiot heard of or ·seell anything more than a
medium stream there. They reached the foot of the Shawan
gunk, and there was a wide aillllnuLldv river, snre enough. The
rain and melting snow had swelled "the mountain streams, so
that there was a flood in the Bashus kill. For some distance
the turnpike was submerged, the bridge alone appearing above
the water. To cross at that time was impossible, and there was
no house or even barn on the western side of the mountain.
But oue thing could be done, and that was to stay until the
next day where they were ; so they camped in the mud, and
remained there during the long and dismal night, no doubt
homesick and heart-sick, and contrasting the 'willis of Sullivan
'with their old and pleasant home in the land of plenty and
comfort.

At duvhrenk they found the Hood wns subsiding. At nine
o'clock, the water had fallen two feet, when Mr. Hoyt mounted
one of his horses, and crossed to the opposite shore, and went
in search of assistance. He was afraid to ford the stream with
his two teams, fearing that the cart would get fast, and that he
would be unable to get it to the other side.

During the previous year, the turnpike had been made as far
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as the west side of the valley, and there an entcrprixiug
individual had erected a new house, ana opened a tavern. The
building was near the site of the old Pine-house, and nothing
is remembered of its owner except that be became (Ii~n~tetl

with his business or with his life generally, and to rid himself of
his calling and existence, hung himself, Of him Mr. Hoyt
obtained an extra team, and returned to his fuiuilv and curt.
'Vith three tennis he was able to get all over the faliillg waters,
and as far as the new tavern, where he remained until the next
day, when he reached Granny Strong's inn ;It the Grassy brook.
After another night's rest, they proceeded as fill' as the east
shore of the Neversink, where they [enrned that the cabin at
their new home would afford them no shelter. The snow of the
previous winter had broken down its bark-roof, and it was no
better than a ruin. Besides this, it is probable that the river
was too much swollen to he forded. Learning that there was a
small building on the hill east of the Neversink, in which a.
school had been kept, and that it was then vacant, he concluded
to take possession of it. Here at the close of the ninth day
from Newburgh he found a temporary resting-place.

He resolved to build :\ new frame-house on his place without
delay, There was then a saw-mill on Clark or Grassy brook,
at Katrina, Falls, owned hy a firm entitled Baker, Osborn & Co.
How long this mill had been built we cannot say. It lilay have
been erected iunuo.liutely after the opening of the Sackett road.
If so, it was the pioneer mill of the town; if not, it was the
second, William A. 'I'hoiupson's having been put. up in 17U5.
This ruill was on the table-rock of the Falls. Slabs from it were
thrown into the gulf below, nnd we are assured that at one time
they formed a "pile" as high as the Fulls. 1\lr. Hoyt at once
couuneneed hauling white-pine lumber from this establishment,
Help was scarce, but lllolley was a grea.t inducement, lUr.
Hoyt brought with him a good supply of coin, an.l uieu were
found who were willing to abandon their own cleariugs to get it.
In two weeks Mr, Hoyt had a new house so far completed, that
he could move his family into it.

Mr. Hoyt continued to occupy this place until his death, and
it is still in the possession of one of his descendants. For
several years, wolves annoyed him, and he found it very difficult
to rear young cattle or keep sheep. On one occasion they
killed eighteen of the latter ncar the entrance of his door-yard,
and it was quite common to find the dead carcasses of year
lings in his fields, and to have cattle come horne with fatal
wounds inflicted by the blood-loving and stealthy brutes. Un
like muny of the first settlers, he bas left numerous descend.urts
in the town. His children were seven in number, viz : Elna
than, Squires 1\1., Jonathan, Sarah, Leander, Sally and Walter.
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In 1803, Chancellor LiviD?~ton,owned Great Lot 12, in the
southern tier or range of tue Hardenbergh. patent. He was
then ill France, and no one could purchase or lease his lands;
consequently those who lived near the traveled road east of
Bridgeville were squatters. Some of these sold to others ; but
gave no title. They disposed of their improvements and right
of possession onl y.

Daniel and Lewis Ketcham moved to Bridgeville in 1805
Daniel into the \Vetherlow house at the ford, and Lewis into
n house which stood on no lot now owned by ,Vnlter Hoyt.
Daniel Ketcham, senior, their father, came at the same time,
and bougl: t Lot 31 of one of the I....udlows, He reserved one
hundred acres for himself, and, according to a previous arrange
ment, conveyed the balance to various perSOllS who had settled
on the lot as squatters. Daniel, senior, died at Bridgeville,
alter which. one of the sons removed t-o Miller Settlement,
Branches of the Iamilv are now living in Thompson and other
towns. Frederick Ketchum, :l. desc...ndant of Daniel, senior,
iuvented the first mowing-machine. As an inventor he was
ingcu.ous :11H1 successful ; but failed t-o rea.p the peeuuinry advan
tuges which should have been awarded him. The Ketchams
of tl.is county are of the same stock as the noted financier and
the able lu ,,'~-:cr and politician of that name.

The old Bnrnmu place, now occupied by Charles Barnum,
was originally held Ly a. per::;on who had 110 title. In 1802 or
18U3, Saumel Baruuiu bought it, and within two or three years
erected a saw-mill. This mill is mentioned in the TOWIl Records
QI 18tH;, and is the third of the tOW11. A. gentlemau who was
present when the frame was raised, informs us that a sufficient
number of p(:>r~olls could not be got together to put it in its
place on the first day; ana that reinforcements had to be sent
for. Several of the hands employed by 1\11'. 'Vheat, who was
buil.Iing the Neversink bridge, weut up with their tackles, when
the task was performed easily. Samuel Barnum was a man
much respecte. L in his day, and was often called upon to fill
important trusts in the town. He was elected Supervisor in
1807 and 1F03, and was preceded in that office by Samuel F.,
and succeeded bv John P. Jones.

Johannes :ThIill~r of Montgomery, Orange county, commenced
operations at Glen ""'illl before the Newbur&~ and Cochecton
turnpike was completed oyer the Barrens. tie bought a. con
siderable tract of land, and built two saw-mills above the Falls.
One of these was where Bowers' lumbering-establishment now
is. and the other was farther down the stream. He also built a
Iarge house on the lot now owned by Benjamin Howes. This
house was Miller's residence, as the Records of Thompson
prove. He sold it to Henry Snyder. The mill-property
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finally passed into tho hands of Jol1n H. and ~YillinmF. Bowers,
sons of Zephaniah Bowers, one of the early residents of that
section of the town. -Iohn H. was n prominent democratic
politician, and represented Sullivan in the Assembly of 1838.
Luther, another son of Zophnninh, owned a saw-mill on the
outlet of Lord's POUtI, near Edwards' Island, in 1822. Of Jan
nuh R., another sou, hut little is known.

Johannes Miller was n mnn of note. He was one of the prin
cipal promoters of the Newburgh and Cochecton turnpike, and
lost his prestige ns a man of property through persona.l sacrifices
to secure the success of that enterprise. It is sair] he wns 8

rough, during Ulan, who wns renrly to use his fists when provoked
to nnger, 'I'here wns n fen-1 between hiJJ1 and the J ones brothers,
which grew out of the location or construction of the turnpike.

Glen \Vili.l \\":l~ origin.rllv known as l\Iil1cr Settlement. Samuel
Adn,ll1S and Simeon \l i ....1H~r were among its early residents,

The fine arched bri-1ge at Bridgeville, from which the valley
takes its name, was completed in It;07. .A.t the time it was made
it was considered the best structure of the kind ill the State. A
marble tablet wns inserted in the parapet on the eastern abut
ment with the following inscription:

cc J acob Powell, Pres't ;
Georae Monell. Treas'r ;
'ViIli~un H. w-n», Sec'y;
J onnthnn He<1ges,
Chnrlcs Clinton,
L0.\"i Dodge,
])a!!i~l Stringham,
Jona.than }i'isk,
Cyprian 'Yehster,
Reuben Neelv,
Daniel C. Vei·plank,
Hamilton Morrison,
David Orawford,

Salmon 'Vheat, Architect."

Nearly sixty-six years have elapsed since the massive white
pine arches were made, and they are still unmarked by decay,
and firm upon their foundations, They will undoubtedly l~
for hundreds of years, if properly protected from fire and water.

It is conceded that Rev. Luke Davis was the first clergyman
of the town. He also prescribed for the physical ailments of
the people. When the Newburgh and Cochecton road was run
across the Barrens, that improvement CBnsOO the Sackett rood
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to be abandoned as tlle main route through the conntv, Con
sequently Richard Page, who kept n. tavern south of G:lle~,
where he exchanged whisky for shingles. found that his vocation
W:U~ gone. He then sold whatever right 11e had to the tavern
nnd farm, find Luke Davis became the occupant and owner.
Thereafter from the 0](1 Page tavern issued what was considered
"the pure milk of the ",Yoru" for the soul, :111d wholesome, though
drastic and emanaut potions for the bodv. Luke Davis was a
Baptist, and made several converts to his faith. Among his
flock were the Comstocks, the Wnrring«, the Reynolds, the
Holmes, and other citizens of respectable standing. His own
Iife was n sacrifice in the cause of his Master, For him there
was no stately church, with its ornate exterior and luxurioue
seats and carved pulpit. He held forth in school-houses, barns
and private residences, and contributed to his own physical
support by the labor of his hands. He lived to 0. great n~e.

His last residence in the town was ut Bridgeville, from which
be removed to New York, where he died on the 9th of December,
1852, aged 92 years. 'Ve shall notice in another place the So
ciety he organized.

Caleb and Peter Howell, who were brothers, bought no lot on
the turnpike west of the bridge, in lSClG or 1807. On this Peter
Howell put up the frame of a large hotel-building, which he
enclosed and partially completed. He was n bachelor. The
property fell into the hands of Hezckiah Howell, a son of Caleb,
ana has since been owned bv several persnn~. Her\TY w.
Howell, the brothel' of Hezeki;l.h,. was elected County Clerk in
1810. The nume of Howell is not now borne by u. resident of
the towu. Defore his death, Hezekiah became a 11101101lHt.niac

on the subject of internal improvements, and other matters,
The old hotel was destroyed by fire in 137l.

John S. Jcnk~, who studied medicine with Doctor Samuel
Dinnnick of Bloomingburgh, was a 1irncticing physician at
Bridgeville for severn} years, commencing with lS')H. He was
of irregular habits, and n cessation was put to his labors in this
town by death or voluntary removal to some other sphere of
action.

Otto William Van Tn)I, who became f.unons as the would-be
navigator of the Neversink, and received as his reward disaster
and reproach, in 1811 was Iiving in the house built by Peter
Howell. He, soon after this year, erected the old Van Tnyl
mansion on the east bank of the river. In 18:32 or 1t;33, tliis
became the property of Lewis E. Bushnell, who built a large
tannery below the Jonathan Hoyt place. The tannery was car
ried on by Bushnell & 'Van Horn and 'I'rernuin & Howard.

A store has been kept on the Van TUJ1 lot for more than fifty
years: Fh'st by O. 'V. Van TUJI; 2. Lewis E. Bushnell;
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3. ]Il1n~on L. Bushnell ; 4. 'lV'illiam A. r..ice; 5. George Howes;
G.•Jehiel Clark.

Davia Haynes built the old Anson Gale tavern-house; on the
turnpike, east of Lord's pond. He was a squatter, and claimed
that the premises he occupied were not in the Minisink or
Hur.lonbergh patent; that there was a gore between the two,
and that the land covered by this gore was State land, He was
a 111a11 of sonic rneans ; but spent his entire estate in litigation
with the Livingstons, who finally ejected him, and had the
benefit of his improvements. Then Anson Gale, who was a
native of Columbia county, and lived near the family-scut of
the Living-tons, at Clermont, bought the property, and kept a
hotel which was of excellent repute for nlallY years. A post
office was estaLlished here in May, 1834, which received his
fumily-name, and of which he was the postmaster.

About 1827, a gentleman named Clarkson, who had married a
daughter of Robert L. Livingston, built a fine stone-mansion,
on no counnuudiuz site, near Lord's pond. Here it was his
intention to Ii \"C like a lord of the manor among the tenants of
his f.ither-in-Iuw, who were bound by their Icases to deliver
anuually to the owner or his agents certain substantials and
luxuries. TInt the tenants did 110t contribute enough for his
support, and to escape starvation he left the town, uud to this
day has been living in elegant idleness at Saugerties. The next
occupant was John Eldridge, who, in 18:31 and 1832, built a
large tannery OIl the outlet of the pond, and shortly after failed.
The house is still owned by the Livingston family, but is little
better than a ruin.

Nehemiah S1111th came to Pleasant lake in 1803, and bought
a tract of land of a loan named Richard Kelley, who had made
a small clearing, buil t a log-house and constructed barracks in
'which to store hay and grain. The lot then purchased by him
has since become a part of the David Gray place, and has been
known as the Reed farm. On it was the encampment of the
143u Regiment N. Y. S. V., until the regiment left to join the
forces employed to crush the Southern Confederacy. I\:elley,
the mnn whom Mr. Smith succeeded, had a brother-in-law

. named Amos 'Vhelpley, who lived on an adjoining lot. These
two men were here us early as 1798.* Kelley settled on the
Hyde place after selling to Smith. A man named William
Baker also lived near the lake, and owned six acres between
the Samuel Gray place and the shore. John l\Iatthews, who
carne from Haverstraw, owned and occupied the farm which
subsequently became the homestead of the Smith fumily, and
is now the property of Ambrose D. Smith. 'Vest of Matthews'

• In 1~6, Whclpll~Yhad on his place an orchard of bearing apple-trees.
[titatcwt:ut uf ~amut:l Warring.
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were two Welf;h families, one of w110m wn.COJ named Robert Roherts.
From them the region got the name of ,yelsh Settlement, by
which it was known for m:lny Jeal'S. 'Kinne brook, as far as it
runs in that locality, was once known as ,relsh brook,

After sowing some winter-grain, 1\11'. Smith returned to South
En~t, to which he 11:'1.(1 previously moved from ~Iiddlp~e~, Fnir
field countv, Connecticut. He and his wife 'were natives of the
latter place.

In Februarv, 1804, he started once more for his new horne in
the woods. He brought with him his wife, two children, :u1(1 3,

nephew named Smith Benedict, The latter, who became a well
known citizen previous to his death, was then a lad agf'd 13
year~, anrl liYCLl with 1'1 r, SIuith. :!\Ir. S. was accompanied
by Titus Lockwood, E::n<1 Lindley, and Jos(\ph Godfrev, who
also brought with thorn their families, They crossed the Hudson
river at Newbunrh, where eley hired horse-teams to take them
to the end of their journe-y. The Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike was then ill gOOtf' order as far as Montgomery. On
the Barrens they stayed nll night at the house of a 111a.n named
Seth Sears, The accommodations were rather too narrow for
80 large a pnrty ; but good nature and Ynnkee ingenuity either
found a remedy for deficiencies, or ignored their existence.

On the next day, they followed the Mumnknting road to
Thonlpsonvillc (then known as Thompson's Mills), where they
remained all night at Abrnhrun ,Varring's, who had kept a tavern
there five or six years. Thus far they had passed over nothing
~orse than the semblance of n highway. Although the road had
heen five Je:ll~ on the Records of Marnnkating as running from
Thonlpson's Mills north of Pleasant pond to the Mougnup,"
but little had been done on it beyond removing from its track
some of the fallen trees, and marking its locality by blazing and
scoring the growing timber bv its sides. Our informant (a lady
then 23 years old) at the age of ninety-one, retained n vivid
zecollectiou of the incidents of that day (March 1, l~O1). The
snow was deep and unbroken; the route so rough and unirn
proved that they could not have taken their household-goods
over it except on their shoulders, if it had been bare; the party
were obliged to look sharp for the marked trees to avoid going
astray; and in Dlany places the evergt'cen foliage was so dense
overhead that the sky could not be seen. Slowly the jaded
horses plodded through the snow-s-sometimes sinking to their

.. March 22, 179~, David Dorrance and John Knapp, Itoad Conuuissiom-ra of 'Mama
kating; laid out a private road H Bt"g-illUi!,g at the l::80P\~8 road at the Long Bridge
[QUCI"C: Summitville ?j south-west of' the house of John Al.en ; thence a westerly course
neal" as the road now runs to Bush Ifill; thence a~ the road now runs to Archibald
Ja.rr [Farr] across ibe ~(·v~l"tiillk to WHliam 'Jhompson's mills. as the road now ~oe8;
thence a northweatcrly.conrac, as the road now goes, north of the Pleasant pond, ...
the road now goes, to -tho Hvngaup Iliver, a8 the ground will best admit."

[lWcorda of Mamakating.
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bellies, and occasionally plunging over the sides of a cradle-hole,
or the concealed trunk of a tree. '¥hen there was danger of
upsetting no sleigh, there was a ~anic among the women and
children; but the courageous VOIces and strong arms of the
stalwart men of the party soon made all right. Although the
distance wus not m-ea.t, and noue of the families were much
overburthened 'wit71 household-stuff, the teams dragged their
loads with great difficulty, and it was found necessary to leave
Eliud Lindley's in the woods, where it remained until its owner
afterwards returned with some friends, and got it through to his
log-house.

Lindley, Lockwood and Godfrey located at that time near the
Four Corners, north-west of the Gray place." 'Vhen they came,
there was no house where l\Ionticello now stands, and not even
a line of marked trees to that point. Samuel F. and John P.
Jones, however, moved there during the year (1804).

The house into which Smith put his family, like the others of
the settlement, was a log-structure, with a Lark-roof. As there
was no saw-mill nearer than -Iudge 'I'hompson's, at Thompson
ville, the floor must have been made of puncheons. The fire
place was a commodious affair, without jambs, into which a log
six or eight feet long could be rolled, and made to serve as 8

foundation for the tire. There was no cellar under the floor.
Potatoes and other vegotablcs were stored in holes or dirt-cellars
close by the house. A goodly 1110und of earth WitS heaped over
these depositaries, which seemed to be a faverite resort for
wolves. 'I'he willow of Xeheiniah Smith remembers (1870) seeing
them there at night when the moon made them visible. They
were a great terror to women and children, particularly when
they rendered the dark and otherwise still hours hideous with
their howlings, Sheep were then absolutely necessary, as their
wool was the only thing to be relied upon for winter-clothing;
but it was impossible to keep them unless they were put in 8
safe enclosure every night. II a wolf got among a flock, it was
not content with killing and eating a single sheep. Its instinct
led it to rush from one to another, giviug each a snap in the
throat, which was al wa.Js fatal. In a few moments, the ferocious
beast would thus secure food enough to supply itself fur weeks.
Bears never annoyed the Smiths, Their neighbor, -Iames
Bailey, was less fortunate. He also carne to Pleusaut lake in
18J4. He was from 'Vest-chester or Putnam county, where
many of the name are yet residents, l\Ir. Bailey settled on the

• In ISO:>, on tho road from the Jake to Itoberts' Jived John ~btthc\VR, Titus
Lockwood, Joscph Godfrey, Israel Disbrow, E ioch Comstock and Eiiud Lindlev. Ai
tho bead of the Inke were Auauias Warl'illg, Jumcs Buiiey aud William Baker•• WtJd
of tho lake W4Jre Nohumiah timith, Amod Whelpley and ~Ir. J\:cllt·~·.

[~ta~mcntof Smith Benedict,
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farm where his son, David P. Bailev, now lives. Bruin seemed
to have a fancy for this locality, and probably wintered on the
Iowlands which there border the lake, while he perambulated
the high hills of the vicinity in summer, as he was often seen
passing up or down throngh Bailey's premises, The hirsute
brute seemed to be partial to swine's flesh, and occasionally
visited Bailey's hog-pen to indulge his epicurean propensities.
Once, when ~Ir. Bailey was absent all night, a large bear go\
anlollg his shoats, which gave shrill warning of what was taking
place, when l\Irs. Bailey sallied forth to their rescue, armed
with blazing brands, nIH1 frightened the hungry intruder away.

In the vicinity of Pleasant lake deer were yery plenty. It
was a common thing for Smith Benedict and the sons of Ana
nias 'Varrillg* to kill them in the water, to which the animals
came in warm weather or were driven by dogs. ''''hen one was
seen swimming in the lake, it was easy to reach the unimal with
a canoe, and knock it on the head.

Samuel 'Yarring discovered a large deer near the residence
of Major Strang. He fired at it, and it fell appurently dead,
Very thoughtlessly, he ran up to it, and caught it by its
hind legs, intending to turn it on its back so as to get at its
throat more conveniently, when it sprang up suddenly and
attempted to escape. He was a muscular youth, nnd had suf
ficiont strength not only to maintain his hold, but to keep the
animal's rear feet in the air, while the deer made frantic etlorts
to run with its fore feet. It dragged Joung 'Yarring after it at
8 rate which threatened to bring him to the grouud ; hut he
managed to keep upon his feet. Finally the deer jumped across
a fallen sapling in such ,\ way that Samuel pressed its legs
across the sapling, and by bearing his whole weight upon l.is
end, kept the other end from getting away. He then hallooed
for help. But as no one was near, no help came. The deer,
however, bled to death, and its captor had all the glory of the
adventure, although he was minus a snit of clothes, which were
torn to shreds by rapid locomotion through the bushes and
briers, and the deer's hoofs.

Sometimes the deer-hunter met with unexpected gnnle. An
anias Warring, while chopping ncar Dutch pond, discovered
that venison was yery plenty in that quarter, and that two run
'ways passed within rifle-shot of a boulder some six or eight feet
high. He made up his mind that that rock afforded a capital
standing-place, and that n deer-hunt by moonlight would be
both novel and interesting. Accordingly, after speaking to his

• Anania» and Junathnn Warrmg, in 1805, bought 150 acres on the cast side oIrlc81
ant luke of Wi.Iiam A, Thompson, aut! svtrlcd there, The tract t lu-n owned by them
eovors part of the Trowbridge place, }"bty acres of it itl OWll<.1(} U)' a grundson of An
aDiils. JOllatha.u 800U removed trom thv town.
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fnmilv about the matter, he took his rifle and went to the
boulder, where he expected to watch all night, and return in the
morning in time to have venison-steak for breakfast. There
"as snow on the grol1ll<l and n hright moon overhead, so that
he could see a I)as~illg obj-et yery distinctlv, He watched the
two run-ways C osely for some tittle, but saw no g:une, and heard
no sound except the hooting of an owl. His vigil was becoming
dull nml tedious, \\'11<.'11, pat put, came the sound of rapid steps,
and a dark object was pa~sillg along que of the paths. With
out pausing to discover what it was, he fired, when the animal
rushed at him furiously, and utterupted to jUlnp upon the rock.
It would have reached him, and the snarlill~ Ja.ws would have
buried their white f;\n~s in his flesh, if he had not made a vig
orous thrust with his rifle, and pushed the brute back. Aguin it
Ieaped, and again, with no other result, when it ran one way
and 'ValTing another. He reached borne at an unexpected
hour; but brought with him no venison. Visiting the boulder
next day, with his boY~, he discovered bv the tracks and blood
around ·the rock that "he had shot at anti wounded a ycrJ la..r~e
wolf. These animals were numerous in that vicinity in early
times; but it was not common for them to be as pugnacious as
the one 'Varring fired at."

Talcot 'Valielllan in his young clays often hunted 'with the
Warrings, and knew' just where to go to start a deer, find 11:1.,·e
it run into Pleasant. luke, where it was usually killed with a
padtlle-a way of securing the animal not now considered
sportsmanlike-s-hut was then held to be exciting and full of fun.
Ah, how joyously would the young men of that period spring
into the old-style dug-out, how vigorously would they apply the
paddle! how keenly would they watch the chances of heading
off the antlers, moving silently and steadily for the opposite
shore! how carefully would they "balance" as they g.n'e the
fatal blow, to avoid an upset of the aug-out, and a floundering
in the middle of the lake! and how ghLll was the halloo when
the blond of the antlered monurch dyed the crystal waters!

In September, ISH), \Vakelnn.n carne to Ananias 'Varring's,
and proposed that they should have a hunt on the west side of
the lake. 'Varring was always ready for sport when he had no
pressing business, and it was soon arranged that his visitor and
Samuel Warring, (who was then a young man.) should go to
Dill's hill, with two good dogs, and rouse the game, while
Ananias watched the luke and managed the dug-out. Young
'Varlincy did not take with him a gnn.

The <Yliyers found their work rather unpleasant. They were
obliged to pass through jungles of rhododendrons, and when

• Statement of samue) W3rring.
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they reached the foot of the hill back of Orran D. Shaver's, tooy
sat down to rest, while one of the dogs scoured the woods,
Soon they heard his bark on the summit, when the other dog
ran up the hill. 'Yakeman, who understood the language of
dogs, declared that a bear had been treed, and both men
hurried forward. Sure enough, there was one of those animals
about forty feet from the grouud, in a hemlock, watching the
dogs. 'Vakenl:'\n fired, and the game tumbled down, and lay
upon its back quivering as if it was dead. Shouting ~ Keep off
the dogs! It he ran toward one of them to hold it; but he was
not quick enough: for both animals caught the bear by the
neck, when it grasped them with its fore legs and held them as
in a. vice. 'Vakelllan, intent Oll saving the dogs, told 'Yarring
to take hold of one of the Lear's hind feet, while he took the other,
to drag the beast down hill, hoping to make it let go of the dogs.
It was like hauling a butchered cow, but answered the intended
purpose. The bear released the do~s, and made a. vicious pass
at the men, who dodged and got beyond bruin's reach ver,
quickly. It then ran up a hemlock, and Jill not pause until it
was partially concealed in the thick foliage of the top, where it
was difficult to hit it with a rifle. 'Vakeman fired at it again.
There was a trickling of 1>100<1 down the rongh bark of the tree;
but bruin did not fall. He shQt into its CarC;1.8S, one after
another, until he had expended seven balls, and had but OU8

iIDperfect ODe left. He then retired a. short distance, and
determined to wait for the bear to fall or to CODle down. In
about half an hour it descended stern foremost, and as it reached
the gltound, one of the dogs seized hold of it, and was instantly
in the powerful arOIS of the bear, and its bones snapping and
cracking. Wakeman, however, lodged his last bullet in the
brain of the blaok brute, and killed it. On examination, it was
found that seven bullets had entered the shaggy hide back of
Ule fore shoulder, and that the puhu of a hand would cover all
the holes at the same tiine ; but that none of the bullets had
penetrated the heart, although all passed close to it.

The animal was very pour, but so heavy that the hunters
found it very difficult to carry it out of the woods, HUll get it to
tile house of :,11'. Comstock, who lived ill the neighborhood,
The carcass was entirely destitute of fat; but the skin was very
large and fine. It was estimated that, if the auiiuul had been
in good condition, it would have weighed at least tive hundred
pounds."

On more than one occasion, the Smiths found themselves
liternlly without a roof above their heath). Once while Mr.
Smith was absent, there was a great storm of wind and rain.

• Statement of Sanlucl W'lUTing.
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The bark-roof of the hut was blown away, and the rain speedily
saturated everything in the house which would absorb water,
which was several inches deep on some parts of the floor. Mrs.
Smith placed her little children where they were partially shel
tered, and was diligently sweeping out the water, when her
neighbor and kinsman, Eliud Lindley, came to her relief, and,
with Smith Benedict,* assisted in "putting things right U once
more.

On another occasion, the family were gathered around their
ample fire-place, in which glowed a huge section of 8, tree which
would have put to shame the famous yule-logs of our British
ancestors. The labors of the day 'were over-a day remarkable
for a heavy fall of snow-and they were calmly awaiting the
hour of retiring to rest. Silently but rapidly the feather-like
flakes descended. The storm WIthout was unheeded because
all was comfortable within, when they were startled by suspi
cious sounds above them. Snap! crack! The roof was giving
away under the weight of snow which had fallen! Mr. Smith
slowly and cautiously ascended the ladder by which the loft
was reached-stairs were then unknown at Pleasant lake-when
there was 8, crash. One-half of the roof slid over one side of
the enclosure, while the other half, with two feet or more of
snow, descended to the puncheons of the upper floor! "'nat
a catastrophe for a stormy winter-night, when the wooc11and
roads were impassable to almost everyone of the family! All
lived through. it, however, and in after-days, surrounded by
every comfort, related the adventures of that dreary time to
their descendants.

As a community, the pioneers of North Settlement were
remarkable for rigid morality. Sathanus should not have had a
lodgement in the neighborhood, and yet he found it as easy to
get there as he had to scale the walls of Eden. At Pleasant
lake the devil entered, clothed in the petticoats of Mrs. Baker
a stout, adipose matron, destitute of beauty and not even comely.
Thereafter her ambition seemed to be to lead captive the hus
bands of the vicinity. In this category her own was not included.
To him she was a trouble and torment, Her first attempt was
on James Bailey; but not meeting with that degree of success
to which she aspired, she cast her net for John Matthews, He
was caught in her toils, such as they 'were, and the two disap
peared simultaneously, and it was said 'went to Canada.t She
was the first coquette of the town, and more consistent than
modem females of that class.

• Smith Benedict 'Was an adventurous and fearless boy. While living' with Nehe.
miah Smith, he caught a bear several months old, and hi-ought it home in his a.rme,
DOt regarding its teeth and claws 88 inconvenient impediments.

t Matthews was spritc}y, intelligent and handsome, while his guilty oompanioD
wu grog in mind and bodl.-JlS8. 01 B. G. Child&

35
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Previous to leaving, Matthews Rent his wife, 8 young and
attractive woman, to her friends at Haverstraw, under the pre
t-eD86 that her accouchmeni, which was near, would not be safe
at their home in the woods, where DO physician could be had.
Apparently this was kind and considerate on his part; but it
was a more trick, to get her out of the way. On the 7th of
December, 1805, while she was at Haverstraw, he sold his farm
to Smith for about BUOO. As his wife did not then sign the deed,
he left one-third of the purchase money in Smith's hands, direct
ing tho latter to pay the amount to her when she relinquished
her right in the place, He then left with Mrs. Baker. Smith
'VHR afraid he would have trouble with Mrs, Matthews, but the
poor woman had no spirit for a legal contest, and on the 3d of
April, IROG, appeared hefore .Judge Thompson and added her
name to the deed of sale, She then returned to her friends
with the babe which never S3."~ its father, and one or two of her
eldest children, nnil never visited North Settlement again.
MHttl,ows took with him a part of his children, selecting those
not 01<1 ()l1011~h 10 talk.

Mr. Smith moved to the Matthews place as soon as he bought
it, and continued to reside there until his death, which occurred
1\l~lY 25, Ift).J~ when ~le was SH Jear~ of age. For many J·ears,
he was a dt-ucon of the Presbvterian Church of Monticello,
During a residence of half a century in the town, no mem ber of
the agricultural class of Thompson, enjoyed a higher degree of
respect.

Eliud Lindley lived for five years ill a log-house in the orchard
of what has since been known as the DeVoe farm, at the cross
roads, in North Settlement. He then moved to a log-house
opposite the gate that leads to the Miner Benedict bouse, now
(1870) owned by Samuel Stickney. This log-house was a very

}
)rilDiti, e affair. 'I'here was not a window in it. In summer
ight was admitted through the door, when the weather 'was

pleasant enough to leave it open; and in the winter it was not
lighted at all, except by the fire nc~essary to war!U it, and by n
few stray beams that found their wa)- down the chimney through
the smoke. Hero l\Ir. Lindley, managed to live comfortably for
six years. H ~ then moved to the farm since owned by his son,
Rufus B. Lindley, where he Eyed during the remainder of his
life.

Eliud Lindley was 3. ,"ery industrious and prudent man.
Those who did not imitate him in this respect, but sneered a.t
his careful management, gpnerally became better acquainted
than he ever was with constables and sheriffs.

In his latter days he was singularly afflicted. He heeamo
deaf, and blind, an<) bed-ridden. Finally life remained. and that
was all, for his mind W:Ll:; a blank. Filial hands udministr-red



THE TOWS OP THOMPSON. 547

to his necessities with patience and kindness until he saw tho
light of another world, and he awoke from what to him was a
night of existence on earth to the realities of the future. He
died February 2, 1859, aged 86lears. His wife Elizabeth, who
was two years younger, survive him but six days,

For several years after Mr. Lindley settled in the town, there
was no road from the North Settlement to Monticello. After
John P. Jones commenced selling groceries and a few other
articles, there was a line of marked treefi between the two
neighborhoods. This was not always a safe giiide ; for on a
cloudv day. l\Ir. Lindlev, with Nehemiah Smith and Titus Lock
wood, went to J ones' place to buy a few necessary articles, and
'while on their 'way back, lost the line of trees, and not being
able to see the sun, did not know which way to travel. Af~'i·
wandering around until they became tirpd:they managed to
make a fire, with the aid of steel, flint and punk, and prepared
to make themselves as comfortable as possible. Lockwood,
'who was a light-hearted, jovial man, seemed to imagin» that it
was his duty to keel) up the spirits of tho party. H(A made the
'Woods echo with al the comic songs he could rememhl r, and
presp.nted their dilemma ill the most ludicrous phases he could
imugine. His companions laughed heartily at his sallies. and
all spent a rather pleasant night-c-runch more so than did their
friends at horne, who were grea.tly alarmed, and conti nned to
blow horns until no late hour, hoping tho lost ones would heur.
:1n<1 he guided out of the woods by the noise. The next morn
ing, when the Hun rose, Lindley and the others Lad no difficulty
in getting horne.

Enoch Comstock, Joshua Foster and Enoch Crosby emigrated
from South East. soon after Nehemiah Smith and Eliud Lindlev,
and settled in North Settlement. The new corners were men of
excellent repute. Two of them became deacons of the Churches
to which they belonged, and the other, on account of his moral
worth, was called a deacon by general consent. The lifo of
each 'was conspicuous for usefulness and probity, and each
lived beyond the average number of year8 allotted to man.
Crosby In nutny respects was quaint and original. 'Ve huve
heard the following anecdote of him: He bought a mare which
the seller warranted to be "with foal. Crosbv had reason to
anticipate a fine colt; but great was his surpris« at finding by
her side, one morning, a young beast the like of which he had
never seen. It WRS a diminutive, misshapen thing, with n1011

strous ears, one of which reposed on its neck, while the other
pointed straight at Crosby, as if in derisiou! He was aston
ished-c-disgusted, and called loudly for his ~nn, declaring that
such a "critter" should not remain on his farm I And it did
not.
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Baker, Kelley and 'Vhelpley removed from the town. Boberts,
the Welshman, went to the city of New York to visit friends
who lived there, and 'when returning-on a North river sloop,
was drowned.* His widow married an old man named Mat
thews, the father of the John Matthews already mentioned.

In time, James Holmes, Nathan Burnham, Andrew Comstock,
Garret Tymeson, Aaron Benedict, John Gray, Stephen Trow
bridge, and others, were added to the settlement. Tymeson
helped build the Neversink and Delaware bridges.

In addition' to William A. Thompson, Cornelius Ray was a
large landholder in the north part of the town. Ray lived in
the city of New York.

A majority of those who located in the North Settlement,
were induced to do so by the first-named gentleman. On the
2d of May, 1811, he sold one hundred acres to Amasa Crane
and another hundred to Stephen Hamilton. On the 14th of
the same month, Z. Hatch, Joseph Huntington, and Jared
Huntington each bought a lot of him, as well as others at an
earlier or later day. This land cost Thompson about one
dollar per acre, and he received $5.50 for it. He owned a tier
of lots running from the Neversink almost to the Mongaup by
the way of Thompsonville, Pleasant lake and Dutch pond.

Monticello was founded by Samuel Frisbee Jones and his
brother John Paul Jones. They were natives of the town of
Goshen, Litchfield county, Connecticut, where their father,
Samuel Jones, was a farmer, He was a patriot of 177o, and
served in the Revolutionary army as an ensign. While his
sons, Samuel F. and John P. were young, he removed to
Lebanon, Columbia county, where he died in 1836, aged 84: years.

Of the early histo~ of Samuel F. we know nothing. The
other was a merchant s clerk, and, before coming to Sullivan,
engaged in trade. The first was an active, energetic man, of
quick, decided utterance, when he did not stutter. In his early
days, his mind was sound and vigorous, and his executive talent
of a superior order. His intellect fathomed a project promptly~
and he was at once ready to engage or avoid participating In it.

John P. was of slow and hesitating speech. As a business
man he was tedious and tardy; but sure to reach a safe conclu
sion so far as his own interests were involved. He was eautious
and sagacious, slow and sure. He never engaged in any matter
which he did not understand thoroughly. He saw a cause, and
traced it to its logical end with infinite pains and unerring
persistency.

• Roberts occasionally went to Orange county to work for farmers and others.
Once: whilo returning he encountered a large number of skunks, seven or which he
killeu with,. sickle, He said. "Dey eUnk 80J I could not scbmell 'em at 0111 "

[Ms.'). of B. G. Childs.
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The two were as much unlike as a mastiffand a sleuth-hound,
Soon after the Newburgh and Cochecton Turnpike Company

was chartered, Samuel F. Jones became interested in its affairs.
In 1802, he explored the forests west of Mamaknting vnllev for
a feasible route, and came to the conclusion that when that "'ro:l,d
was completed, a new county would be formed from the south
western territory of Ulster, and that there would be a very
considerable influx of settlers to the region thus opened.
Believing that the capital of this new county would be on the
important thoroughfare from the Hudson to the -Delaware, he
decided that its present location was a favorable point, and in
March, 1803, bought of John Johnston, the executor of Gulian
Verplanck, deceased, 1,415~ acres in the east half of Great Lot
14. The Verplanck family had owned this land for more than
half a. century. Land in this quarter had been a drug in the
market; but was now considered worth about four dollars per
acre, in consequence of the projected turnpike; nevertheless,
Johnston, whose sister had an interest in Verplanck's estate,
was so eager to dispose of the tract, that he accepted an offer
of Jones to give $2,831 for it. The latter explained his object
to his brother, ..John P., and that individual soon after bought
of Charles McEyers of New York, an adjoining tract in Great
Lot 13, containing 445} acres for $1,782. He also bought of
his brother an undivided half of the 1,415! acres."

The brothers determined to commence making improvements
without delay. As Samuel F. Jones was occupied in making
the turnpike road, these improvements devolved on John P.
The latter came here in 1803, with eleven men.f (one of whom
was a mill-wright) and a cook. The first thing done was to put
up a temporary shelter west of the village. This was made of
logs, poles and bark, and in it the party slept and the necessary
food was cooked.

Work was then commenced on a saw-mill, the site of which
was between the foundry of Eli Fairchild and the tannery of
E. L. Burnham & Son.+ Help to raise the frame of the mill

• When the lones brothers first came to view the site of their future village, while
wa.ndering in the swamps and through the laurel jungles, they lost sight of each oth~
and did not get together a~ain until night. They were terribly frightened and near~
exhausted. One or them had made & fire, by which he expected to remain solitary
and alone all ni~ht, and the other was about to drop upon the ground, helpless and
worn out, when ne discovered his brother's fire, and Joined him.

t One of these was Samuel Mitteer, who died in the town of Fallsburgb, Novem
ber 17, 1870, aged 9-i year~. He came to the United States from France (of which he
WlUl a native) when seven years old. In his youth he became a carpenter and joiner,
and worked for Aaron Burr at the~ Burr shot Alexander Hamilton. Before the
duel, he saw his employer practice with his pistols until he had fi:Ied & post in his
back-yard with lead. Mitteer helped build the first houses in Monticello, and William
A. Thompson's mansion in Tompsonville.*The stream on which this mill was situated, W'&I ODoe known u Saw-mill brook.
• ow it baa no name aboTe the Willett p1aoe, where it is called 8mi*h Meadow brook.



was obtained with much difficulty, and it was found that so few
persons were present t.hat the work could 110t be done in less
than two days. Sawed hunber could not be procured nearer
than the Albion mills, at Thompsouville, and the only route to
reach the latter place was by the 'way of Bridgeville and ,Vukc
man's ford, Even there a sufficient quantity for purposes
absolutely indispensable could not be bought at UllY price, and
the workmen were obliged to split and. hew plank for the mill
flume. John P. Jones has recorded the fact that while erecting
this mill, two of his workmen, in attempting to go to it from tilt)
log-house, lost the path near where the Methodist church now
stands, and wandered through swamps and laurel-thickets for
eight hours, without knowing where they were, In such bad
condition was the Sacket road at that time, that he was com
pelled to pay ten dollars for the transportation of six hundred
pounds of material o....er it.

The mill was so far finished by the Ist of December, that it
could Le used for sawing lumber, when John P .•Jones and his
brother returned to :Xew Lebanon, where they spent the winter.
Early in April, John P. caine back, and after putting the mill in
operation, cleared and seeded lands on Lot 77, west of tho
village.

The brothers soon after built a grist-mill a short distance
above Burnham & Son's tanner)". It was a small affair, and
intended for their own use principally.

The route of the Turnpike Company through Thompson was not
determined until the spring of this year, (1804). Thompsonville
(or Albion, as it was then called.) was a flourishing settlement, and
its founder, who had recently been appointed a Judge of Ulster
county, was a. gentlemen of standing and influence, the owner
of 20,000 acres of land, and the interests of a large majority of
the residents of the town were identified with his. Judgo
Thompson and his friends and dependants wanted the road to
run through their settlement. They did not apprehend formi
dable opposition from the Jones brothers, who were new COIners,
and who could command comparatively little local influence.
But the residents of 'I'hompsouville were mistaken. They
underrated these obscure strangers, who had a few months
previously erected an insignificant saw-mill in the woods.
Samuel F. Jones' connection with the Turnpike Company, and
his frequent intercourse with those who controlled its affairs,
gave him a preponderating influence. The road line was run and
established precisely where Samuel F. Jones desired to have it.
The brothers then located their intended village, and before
there was even a log-hut in it, surveyed the streets and the
"publio square," the lines of which they marked on the forest-
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trees! At the same time, they gave the name of Monticello* to
their unbuilt village.

For beauty Monticello is not surpassed by any village of an
equal population. Its main or principal street is one mile in
length, eight rods wide, and straight, Its park or green is
central, on the side of a gentle elevation, the summit of which
is crowned with the Court-bouse, Clerk's office and Presbyterian
church. Its private residences are located back from the street,
and generally have pretty yards in front, adorned with flowers
and ornamental trees, and the buildings themselves indicate
that their owners are wealthy and refined people. All these
things (except the last.) are the result of a fixed purpose on
the :part of two apparently utilitarian Yankee~, who we~e not
considered remarkable as lovers of the iesthetic, and this pur
pose was formed when the village-site was literally a cover for
'wolves- and bears! Their rival, Judge 'I'hompson, planned a
noble mansion for himself. They founded a beautiful capital
for the county-a splendid monument of correct taste and far
reaching entellu"ise, and stamped upon it indelible character
istics 'which will proclaim their wisdom and worth to future
generations.

After surveying the principal streets of the village, the
brothers advertised in the newspapers of Dutchess and other
counties that they would give mechanics and others, village-lots
of one acre each if they would build and settle on them. John
P. Jones then selected a lot for his own residence, and, although
not an expert ax-man, on the 4th of September, 1804, cut.down
the first tree with his own hands, believmg that the time would
come when the act would entitle him to as much distinction as
if he had laid the comer-stone of a fine edifice. ""ith his hired
help, he cleared the lot, and built the house, which was ready
to be occupied early in December. This building was subse
quently enlarged and improved, and continued to be his
residence until the time of his death.

Others soon settled in the place, as we shall more particularly
set forth as soon as we give a brief statement of the subsequent
history of these enterprising brothers.

Samuel F. Jones was the first postmaster and one of the first
Judges of the County Court of Sullivan. He also was elected
Supervisor.for several terms. Unfortunately, he was convivial
in his tastes and habits, and in the end ga,\"e free indulgence to
his appetite for spirituous liquors. His wife followed his ex
ample, and sometimes became 80 crazed with rum that she
appeared publicly in a nude condition. His real estate gradu-

• Monticello is from two Latin words, signifJing Heavenly Mountain. It was given
to the place because Samuel F. and John P. Jones were arelent admirers of Thomu
JdenOn, whu invented the name, and ga~ ji to the place of his n:aiden<:e.
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ally pas-qed into the hands of his brother. He became poor,
and died in the prime of his life. His 'Wife survived him until
June 21, 1832. They left two children-s-a son and dauehter,
'I'he latter was living III Port Jervis several Jears since, Henry,
the son, an amiable and inoffensive man, early became a. sot,
and died, August 24, 1838, almost friendless and alone. at the
age of 3a years, in a small building which stood on the lot now
occupied by the dwelling of Thornton A. Niven.

John P. Jones was the first Clerk of the County, and held
the office for about ten years. He was also a Supervisor
of his town; postmaster from 1812 to 1840; a State Senator
from 18:~5 to 1838; and a member of the Electoral College of
New York in 1856. Until his death he did not cease to labor
for the interests of Monticello, and perhaps no one felt more
than he the disappointment and indignation which was mani
fested in the interior of the county, when the New York and Erie
Railroad was located in the valley of the Delaware.

Previous to 1804, he married a young ladv who was remark
able for her beauty of mind and person; hut she soon died
childless.

Soon after coming to Monticello, he married Phebe Ecker of
Newburch.* By her he had two sons and several daughters.
One of the sons (Samuel) died in childhood; the other ('Villiam)
married, and was for a time a merchant in Monticello. He died
in Newburgh in 1841, leaving one son (John P., jr.,) and two
daughters. John P. jr. married Mury, eldest daughter of Col.
I. P. Tremain, and died in November, 1865, without male issue.
With him died the last descendant in the male line of either of
the founders of Monticello.

After the death of his wife Phebe, John P. Jones married
again ; but, as we have already intimated, had no children by
his last consort.

Platt Pelton, a young tanner of South East, Putnam county,
N. Y., having heard of the flattering pro~pects of Monticello,
came here in the summer of 1804, to satisfy himself in regard
to its advantages. He found a saw-mill and a. temporary shanty;
but not another building of any kind-not even a. barn. He
saw enough, however, to induce him to come to the place, with
his amiable and beautiful young wife, in 1805, and build the
second house erected in Monticello. That house still stands on
the comer of Main street and the road leading to Burnham &
Son's tannery. He also constructed a. tan-yard, and cleared

~ Mrs: Phebe Jones wa.s a daughter of Wolfert Ecker, a Lieutenant in the Reyolu
tionary army, and chairman of the Committee of Hafety of Newburgh. He removed
from Sleepy Hollow to Newbnrgb in 1;72, and died there in 1799. t)rbont Ecke~. his
fatherbwa~8. ROn of Wolf~rt Ecker, the proprietor of "\Volfert's Roost,' ("Sunny ~de,j
~e au ~ect of one of WaRhington Irving's ~ke~che8.

[See Bolton's Hist-01')'' of We8t.che8t.er County, and Rnttenber'& Newburgh.
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land south of the village. He was an energetic and useful
citizen, and 'was one of our most respectable residents until his
death. He held several offices of trust and responsibility, was
well-read and intelligent-a Judge of the County-s-and the father
of several sons and daughters whom he trained so as to honor
his name. It is not probable, however, that his family will be
perpetuated here.

In this Jeur (1805) John P. Jones built a large blacksmith
shop, and cleared and cultivated several acres of land. Miles
Curtis put up a house, and made the turnpike-road through the
embryo village. Besides this, Curtis Lindley commenced build
ing a hotel-s-the tavern since kept by S. 'V. B. Chester, Amos
Holmes, David Halsey, Georce Wiggins, Ira \\"eed, Asa C.
Berry and Legrand Morris. The Courts of the county were
afterwards held in this building until the Court-house was com
plet.ed.*

Previous to 1805, there were settlers south-west of Monticello
besides Terwilliger and Litts. On the 22d of March, 1805,
Samuel Pelton and John Knapp, two of the Road Commission
ers of the town,t met at the house of Abraham 'Varing, and
"resolved that road district No. 16 contain the road from the
Sacket road near Hog Back Ridge; thence past the house of Mr.
Letz, Samuel Pelton, Isaac 'Yells and Jared Jones; from thence
to where it intersects the Sacket road near the Mongap stream."
These Commissioners were elected in April, 1804.

One of these Commissioners (Samuel Pelton) bought a lot of
land near the Sackett pond in 1802, and built on it a rude log
cabin, into which he moved with his young family in April, 1803.
He was a native of Montgomery, Orange county, New York,
'where he was born on the 25th of )larch, 1776. His parents
were pious people, and were connected with the Presbyterian
Church of Goodwill. "In his third years he 'was brought very
low by sickness, and when the disease seemed almost at a fatal
crisis, his father, to whom the boy was very dear, retired to his
closet to plead for the life of the lad." While thus engaged he
felt that he was premonished that his child would recover and
become a pious and useful man ; and so clear was his belief that
this would be so, that he went to his wife, who was 'weeping
over the cradle in which the infant was apparently U nigh unto
death," and comforted her, assuring her that he felt a conviction
that their babe would be spared, and become a worthy servant
of the Almighty, The child lived; and the communication
which he declared he had received as a resl?onse to his suppli
cation was indelibly impressed upon his mind, as well as upon
the mind of the mother. It was this, it is believed, that induced

• The first Circuit 'Was held in Blooming-burgh.
t Johannes Miil~r, oC Miller 8ottlement, was the other Commissioner.
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them to give Samuel a classical education, BO that he 'would be
fitted for the ministry of the Church, if God, as they believed he
would, should call him to serve as a teacher in his sanctuary.

But little more is known of his childhood. It is believed,
however, that he was conspicuous for good conduct and intelli~
gence ; for when he connected himself, before his majority, with
the Goodwill Church, his pastor, Rev..Andrew King, strongly
advised him to commence without deluy the study of theolog~·.

Mr. lung was seconded by Samuel's father, who offered to aid
his son l\rith all that was needful. The young man at first hes
itated, and finally expressed his aversion to the scheme of his
pastor and father.

When he was twenty-one years of age, he married Eleanor
Moule, a young lady of pious parents. She 'was a woman of
great moral worth, and lived with him in amity and love for
more than sixty years. During the first fonr or five years of
their married life, they resided with his father, and performed
their full share of the labors of the farm. Being as 1'0bust in
body as he was in mind, he eventually resolved to remove to
the wilds of Sullivan, and hew his way to a couipeteuce. This
project met with decided opposition from his parents, and
especially from his mother. They regarded it as a "wild under
taking; and she for the first time told him of his dangerous ill
ness; of his father's prayers; of what they regarded as a Divine
assurance ; of his recovery; and of his solemn dedication to God.
Then addressing him tenderly, she said: "A part of that which
'was so intimated to your father we have lived to see fulfilled;
but now you are going to bury yourself in the woods, 'where you
will never be of any use in the world."

Her words and tears did not prevail. He went to the wilder
ness, and afterwards declared that, if he had accomplished a
good work, "the woods" was his starting-point,

He did not leave his religion behind him. "He lifted up axes
upon thick trees;" he leveled the forests, and made arable land
oi his wild acres; he took an active interest in the civil affairs
of his neighborhood; he also labored to give shape and consist
ency to the moral elements of the community in which his lot
was cast. Strong arms and unflagging energy were necessary
to reclaim the natural wastes around him; a soul actuated by
ihe most lofty motives was necessary to plant and cultivate the
seeds of virtue in the scattered clearings of a wilderness-country,
where moral ties were weak, and evil influences powerful.

l~ot long after his settlement in Thompson, he began opera
tions for the improvement of the people by gathering them at
suitable places on the Lord's day, by praying with and exhorting
them, and by giving them religious instruction; and there being
no ordained Presbyterian minister in the towu, he was soon
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ealled upon to officiate at funerals, Hi8 efforts DIUst IJ3.ve been
acceptable and successful; for in 1810, and under his super
vision, a. Church W~ organized at White Lake; and soon after
another at Monticello. Of the last he was one of the Ruling
Elders who were first ordained. About this time also, he as
sisterl the people of Liberty and Cochecton in securing Church
organizations. At considerable loss of time and means, he often
represented his Church in the Hudson Presbytery, where he
eloquently described the dearth of grace which prevailed in
Sullivan, and the methods adopted to supply the spiritual neces
sities of the people. So earnest and successful was he in his
labors, that he luay be styled the father of Presbyterianism ill
8ullivan.*

He continued to labor as a farmer and lay-missionary until
1814 or 1815. At some time previous to 1814, there was a re
markable awakening on the subject of religion in this region.
The revival was a general one, and was confined to no particular
denomination. The Baptists of the town were then numerous
and influential, owing perhaps to the exertions of the Rev. Luke
Davies, an early missionary whose life was devoted to farming,
and the cure of bodies and souls. 1\11'. Pelton took an active
part in this revival. He was a shrewd observer of character,
a.nd seemed to have a prescience of the future standing and in
fluence of the several converts. As he could not hope to catch
all in his net, he endeavored to secure those whom he considered
the most important. By conferring with these "in season and
out of season," he gathered them into what he considered the
true fold, while the Baptists secured the others. The subsequent
history of the two societies in this town shows the measure of
his foi·t~~ight, und that the wisdom of the serpent will sometimes
be lead to more important results than the harmlessness of the
clove; albeit, the Christian character cannot approach the Divine
Exemplar unless it be tempered by both knowledge and inno
cence.

When he was nearly forty years of age, SODle of the leading
members of the Hudson Presbytery, among whom was his old
pastor, Rev. Andrew King, being well convinced that he would
be most useful in holy orders, strongly advised him to pursue a.
course of study to fit himself for the ministry. He yielded to
their advice, and in a few months completed his theological
course, and was licensed to preach.

He soon after received a call to the Churches of Hempstead
and Haverstraw, in Rockland county. This call he accepted.
His ad vent in those places was followed by a revival, which 80

built up the congregations under his charge that for many years
they ,,~ere harnlonious and flourishing.

----------------* Sketch of the Life loudDeath of Rev. samuel Pelton, by Itev. Ralph Bull.
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About the year 1834, he engaged in 8 eontroversy with 8
Methodist preacher on the subject of Calvinism and Arminian
Ism, The debate lasted several days, and was published bJ
Mr. Pelton in a. small volume, which was much admired by hIS
friends. His pastoral relations at Haverstraw and Hempstead
were uniformly happy and continued unbroken until the 64th
year of his age, when he received a stroke of paralysis, which 80

Impaired his physical and mental faculties, that he resigned his
charge, and soon after returned to his old home near Mouticello,
'where he continued to reside from 1840 to July 10, 1864, 'when
he died, aged 88 years.*

In his prime, Mr. Pelton's intellect was vigorous and its ema
nations original. He was bold and honest. 'Vhat he believed
he advocated in open day, and regardless of consequences to
himself. His course as to the cause of total abstinence from
alcoholic beverages is an illustration. He believed that a tem
perate use of them was lawful, and not. condemned by the 'Yord
of God. As a clergyman he stood alone on this subject; but
this fact did not deter him from avowing his opinions whenever
and wherever they met with opposition. "Te believe he even
published a book, in which he condemned the principles and
conduct of the temperance societies of the day.

Jared Jones was an uncle of Samuel F. and John P. Jones.
In 1804, he settled in the woods near Sackett's pond, He was
a slave-owner and a man of property; but lacked the energy
and enterprise of his nephews, He has left no descendants in
the town, and none of his acts have caused him to be remem
bered. He 'was well known to 'Villiam Morgan, Platt Pelton,
Daniel Litts and others as aa honest, companionable man, who
loved to wander in the woods in search of game, accompanied
by his favorite negro servant. This slave was a large, stout,
bold fellow, 'who could throw the carcass of a deer or bear
across his shoulders, and tramp with it for miles by his master's
side.

Jones' principal hunting-ground was the big woods between
his cabin and Monticello. He killed many deer near the track
of the Monticello and Port Jems railroad. In the spring of
1805, he and his black man 'were in these woods, and intended
to camp out and remain two days; but for some cause the negro
returned home before the first night. In the evening, Mr.
Jones built a fire, and passed the night very comfortably. The
next morning was cloudy, and there was a prospect of a rainy
dsy, Uncle Jared, as he was called by his friends, not liking a
deer-hunt in a stormy day, concluded to return to his home, and
started as he supposed in the right direction; but, after travel-

• BeT. Ralph Bull.
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ing an hour or two, came to the place where he had spent the
night. He started again, hoping to keep in a straight line, but
was unsuccessful. As night was near, he reached his old camp
ing-elace, and at once realized his situation; he was lost and
bewildered, He rebuilt his fire, and hungry and weary, laid
down by it on his couch of hemlock-boughs, where his sleep
was disturbed by the howling of wolves. At day-dawn, fearing
that he would never be extricated; that he would die from
exhaustion, and his body be devoured by wild beasts, he cut his
name on the trunk of a tree, and once more commenced his
weary tntvels, In the afternoon he laid down in despair and,
as he supposed, to die. But succor was at hand. He was
missed. Th~ few men of the region wel:~ l~larmed, and went in
search of 111m. He was found by'" illiam )forgan, whose
widow related these facts more than half a century afterwards
to the author of the "Hunters of Sullivan."

A few years since, John S. Fraser, of Monticello, while hunt
ing lor cattle, became bewildered near the scene of Uncle Jared's
adventure, and was missing about the same length of time.

Isaac 'Yells, 'who lived between the clearing of Jared Jones
and the house of Samuel Pelton, was a respectable resident,
and a man of note, as appears from the ancient records of the
town. He left no descendants in this section. A. small stream
in his neighborhood was named 'VeIls' brook.

Nathaniel Goldsmith assisted in opening the Sackett road,
and in IS01, settled on the farm now owned by Aaron Young.

In 180;>, Daniel Clark bought 287 acres about one mile north
of )lonticdlo, on the Liberty road, for which he paid one
thousand dollars. He soon became dissatisfied with his loca
tion. lIe thought it was too far from the turnpike; that it
occupied too much time to go to and from the settled parts of
the country, etc. The Messrs. Jones, learning his troubles,
offered him one hundred acres on the north side of the village
for eight dollars per acre. He examined the land, and decided
that it was too rough for him, and soon afterwards bought the
Weoster farm, on the turnpike west of Monticello. He next
sold this, and, after living at Bridgeville sometime, finally
settled down for life. on the east side of the Neversink, near the
creek which bears his name, but which was previously known
as Grassy brook, where he eng.tgec1 in fanning and lumbering;
and where he did not .enjov increased facilities of intercourse
with the outside world. )11'. Clark was a man of respectable
abilities, and was often called to fill important positions. He
was several times a Supervisor, and was a ~Ienlber of Assembly
in 1814 and 1819, and a member of the Constitutional Conven-
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tion of 1821.* Besides these he held several minor offices.
He was a man of grove and severe countenance, and 'was so
reticent that he was never known to utter a foolish remark.
He 'was much esteemed by the leading citizens of the town, and
certainlv deserved their good opinion.

"~heii Daniel Clark moved to the West Settlement, David
Hammond was living in a log-tenement east of his (Clark's)
house. Hammond had been unsuccessful in business, and came
here to better his con clition. He never became wealthy; but
his descendants have been a.mongst the most prosperolls business
IJlCn of Sullivan.

",.e have said on the preceding page that Daniel Clark settled
in the woods about one mile from Monticello, on the Liberty
road, anc1left there because he was so far from neighbors. One
of those who owned the place after Clark's removal was Andrew
Oomstock, a dashing, impulsive man, who had at one time 1n3.ny
frieuds as well as some enemies, The latter were generally
close and careful dealers, a class of Inen 'whom Comstock
despised and ridiculed. It would have been well for him and
his family if he had been more like his enemies, for by too great
liberality, he squandered his estate, and became very poor.
Oomstock liked fine domestic animals, and generally had horses,
etc., of extra quality. One of his sheep-a wether-was of
unusual size, and the llride of his heart. He was never weary
of exhibiting it to visitors, and declared it was as large as 8
yearling-steer,

At night his sheep were yarded behind a barn nearly opposite
his house, where it was supposed they were safe from wild
animals. But a bear entered Comstock's fold, and killed and
])artly devoured his big 'wether, and then retired to the s,,·amp
through which run th-o upper 'waters of Kinne brook. Com
stock found the tracks of the offender, and made up his mind
that if bruin undertook to wear shoes) nothing short of number
twelves would answer. Soon the news sI)read that the big sheep
was killed by a monstrous bear, and t int Comstock had pro
cured a steel-trap large enough to hold a buffalo, and after
baiting it with the remains of the 'wether, had set it near his
barn. In a day or two, the trap and the log to which it was
chained were missing, and the Stoddards, Lindleys, Smiths and
others gathered at Comstock's to join in the search for the
missing articles, and to help kill the bear. They soon found
what the)" looked for in the swamp near by, when all paused in
awe at the sight of the huge animal. Its travels had ceased
because the log to which the trap was fastened had met with an

.. Charles Baker, the eccentric Bloomingburgh lawyer, was a candidate opposed to
}Ii'. Clark; but was defeated.
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obstruction, Finding farther flight im~OSRible, the beast gal
lantly faced its pursuers, and, seated on Its haunches, was ready
for battle.

Comstock was a colonel of militia. Brilliant and gay 'with
tinsel and lace and feathers, and mounted on a steed made
frantic by his merciless spurs, he had a truly mnrtial bearing
when at the heod of his regiment. He was reputed a bruvo aH
well as dashing officer, and here was an opportunity to flace
his reputation beyond cavil. When his neighbors- pause: , the
colonel promptly advanced, with a well-charged "horse-·pistol"
in either hand-c-pistols, the handsome huts of which had 80

often protruded from his holsters as his war-horse pranced, and
curveted, and vaulted on the village green before admiring
thousands. He knew that the trap held the bear securely, and
hence boldly advanced with a military step, until he was within
a few feet. of the animal, when, with a steady eye and firm
hand, he coolly took aim 'with both pistols, and fired.. One of
the balls struck the bear in the nose, (the nose of a. bear is aR

sensitive as a hog's) and clown bruin dropped, apparently dead.
The colonel was jubilant and exultant. 'Yith a shout, he spran~

forward, and jumped astride of what he supposed a breathless
carcass. But the bear was not dead. The bullet had for t\

moment disarranged its nervous svstem, after which it uttered
a sound compounded of a snort and a grunt, and quickly got
upon its legs, with Comstock on its back. Comstock dismounted
so hastily that he never knew exactly how he accomplished the
feat. He performed a journey of about two rods through t.h(~

underbrush, in the twinkling of an eye, and in doing RO went
heels oyer head, "on all fours" and head oyer heels. 'Yhen he
got upon his feet, Lis face was ghastly, his clothes soiled and
torn, and his hair in great disorder.

After this misadventure, others who were present shot and
dispatched the bear, which was very fat, and weighed upwards
of four hundred pounds.

Sixty JearR ago, bears 'were very numerous in the swnmp
where this adventure occurred, and on the neighboring hills.
As late as the 17th of May, 1850, a ycry large one was Se('l~

there, and was pursued and shot at by several bunters of
Monticello; but escaped. Its track D1CaSUl'en six. by four
inches.

In January, 1805, ""'illianl l\Iol'gan and family moved into tho
town. Though he was never reverenced by the worshipers ol
wealth, he was a good innn, w110:--f' lIH'luory should command
respect and excite lively gratitude. On one occasion, Electn.
his 'wife, rode a horse from Monticello tn Bloomingburgh, follow
ing the old Sackett road, :LlHl (';lIT}!!lg in her arms a sick child,
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where she took it for medical advice and treatment.* He lived
and died & poor man-his only capital a good name and the
ability to labor for his daily bread. He died on the 26th of
November, 1838, aged 62 years, His widow survived him twen
ty-two years. His only son (\VilJiam ) committed suicide by
drowning in Lord's pond.

During the same season, Seth Conant, of Mansfield, Connec
ticut, became a resident of Thompson. From that time until
his death in 1840, he lived in the county. He filled a number
of offices, civil and military.

In lSD6, John P. Jones built an addition to his house, and
recommenced business in it as a merchant. His manner of
giving credit was characteristic of the man. When one of his
customers bought a hill of goods, for which he was not ready to
pay.ihe was required to give a written acknowledgment of in
debtedness in the shape of a note or due-bill. In this way,
disputations in regard to accounts were avoided, and the seller
W~ entitled to interest from the day of sale.

John P. Jones also erected the first part of the house now
occupied by A. C. Niven. This 'was for his brother, who was
too much occupied with the turnpike to attend to his own affairs.

Major Abraham Brownson, an officer of the Revolutionary
army, who had come into possession of a considerable tract of
land east of the village, made his residence where Seth B. Allyn
now lives (1873). Major Brownson was a native of Vermont,
where he reside.d in 1776. In May, 1830, he and a l\Iajor Joseph
Shaw, of Jefferson county, made personal application to Con
gress for relief. .A. bill was introduced in the Senate granting
each one hundred acres of land, an annual pension of $120, and
several hundred dollars of back-pay, and it was taken up out of
it." order and passed unanimously. It was then introd.uced in
the House of Representatives and placed in its regular order at
the bottom of the calendar. This, at the heel of the session,
was tantamount to rejection, unless it could be taken up out of
its order. Leave to do so was asked by Hon. Charles G. Do
'Vitt, of Kingston; but his motion was defeated by the dissent
ing voice of a single member. Mr. DeWitt then made a moving
appeal for the aged patriots, and demanded why they should be
detained longer? " They are this present moment in the ~allery,"
said he, "listening with extreme anxiety for their doom.' Here
he pointed to them, and both stood up side by side. All eyes
were turned to their venerable forms. The effect was electrical
Cries of "leave! leave!" rang through the hall; the bill was
passednelnine coniradicenie, and the veterans, bowing respect
fully, withdrew.t In 1835, Major Brownson was prostrated by

• Bunters of Sullivan. t 'Waswngton Telrgraph, J'une 1, 1830.
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a painful disease, which he bore with great fortitude for nearly
two Jears, when he died, aged 78.

In 1806, Ezra Reynolds erected the old James Brush house
east of the village, where such men as Livingston Billings
boarded, and made their head-quarters. Daniel Clark built a
bouse on the Webster place, and Simeon M. Jordan became a
resident of the West Settlement. Mr. Jordan was a. man of
estimable character; and was remarkable for his life-long ad
miration of John P. Jones.

Livingston Billings was the first lawyer of Monticello, and
came here from Poughkeepsie before Sullivan was a. county, or
Monticello much wore than a forest. Tradition says thut he
came here on horseback, expecting to find a thriving villnge, nnd
that he rode through Main street and over the westward hill
without suspecting that he had passed the place. He continued.
his journey until he had nearly reached Uzziel Boyce's, when
he made inquiries in regard to the future capital of a future
county, and was informed that he had already passed through it.

He opened an office in the old Ja.mes Brush house soon after,
and subsequently built and occupied the law-building now
owned by Clinton V. R. Ludinaton. None of its subsequent
owners and occupants, (Randa11 S. Street, Alfred B. Street,
Williu.m B. Wright and C. V. R. Ludington,) have laid a Vandal
band upon one of its features. It remains now precisely as it
was when death closed prematurely the honorable and useful
life of Livingston Billings. If he could return, he would not
recognize the imposing structures which have replaced other
modest edifices of 1820; but he would at once know the old Inw
office. It is not probable that Mr. Ludington will ever
modernize this ancient relic. It should be preserved with re
ligious care.

Our list of those who have occupied official positions in the
county will exhibit the estimation in which Mr. Billings was
held by his cotemporaries of Sullivan.

In 1807, & school was opened in & log-house built by a
negro, Oll lands now owned by Henry R. Low, and west of
the residence of Reuben B. Towner. Seth Conant was its
teacher. It was afterwards removed to the lot owned by the
heirs of James A. Bullard, deceased, where Asa Hall taught for
a time. Subsequently it was established on the lot where the
district school-house is now located. The old district school
house was struck by lightning on the 18th of June, 1832, while
the teacher, whose name was Ethan Crandall, and several pupils
were in it. The west gable was almost tom to pieces, and the
lath and plaster thrown with great velocity across the hall, and
a portion through the door into the school-room, and through
the windows in the opposite end of the building. Mr. Crandall

36
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and one pupil were injured by the fiying rubbish. About teD
years aftelowards the house caught fire and was burned to the
ground. A new one was then built, which is still standing.

In 1801, Samuel F. Jones made 8. large addition to his dwell
ing-house, and having nearly finished the turnpike-road, turned
his attention to the erection of a new county. With others, he
made an unsuccessful application to the Legislature of 1808.
At the session of 1809, it was renewed, and although it met
with some opposition from the citizens of Ulster, the act erect
ing the county of Sullivan was passed on the 27th of March,
1809.

Previous to 1811, many who lived in the interior of Sullivan
were obliged to travel or send to Montgomery, Orange connty,
to mail or receive letters. There was not a mail-route or a post
office in the county. In 1811, a. post-route went into operation
from Newburgh to Ithaca, by way of Monticello, Binghamton
and Owego, and a post-office was established at Monticello,
with Samuel F. Jones as postmaster. During the next year he
vacated the office, when his brother, John P. Jones, was ap
pointed to fill his place. The latter retained the position until
General Harrison was made President, when he was super
seded.

The establishment of 8. mail-route from Newburgh through
this county gave great satisfaction to the people of Sullivan,
some of whom remembered the time when there was not a post
office between the Hudson and Delaware rivers, above the
Highlands and the Water Gap.*

Soon after the act to organize Sullivan as a county became a
law, David Hammond built a part of what is now the Mansion
House. This building has been owned by him, Stephen Hamil
ton, (his son-in-law.) John C. Holley, William Crandall and
Solomon 'V. Boyce, and additions were made to it from time to
time until it was the largest hotel-building in Sullivan, Orange,
Ulster, and Delaware counties. In early times as 'well as
recent, it was the head-quarters of the staging-business, and
was enlivened by the expert Jehuism of John Codington,

• In 1792, Cornelius C. Schoonmaker represented Orange and Ulster in CongreM.
On the 9th of February of that year he wrote to his friend, Captain William Cross, or
lIont~omerv, that Congress had pl'tablished a post-route from ~'Rynbeck to Kin$'Bton..
W&rd 8 Brid~e, Goshen, Suesex Court House,' etc., and said: "The eatablishing' ot
this post-road will, I am in hopes, conduce much to the circulating of News Papers and
other useful information through our State on the west side of the Hudson. The
iDoonvenience of which we han' long experienced." This act took effect on the lst dar
of June, 179"J. Previous to that date, Schoonmaker fuund it nect's8arl, 'When hewroto
to his we or neighbors, to send his letters to the care of Captain N. Strong of New
York city, who forwarded them to Montgomery or Shawanguuk wheJ1t'ver he had aD
opportUDlty.
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William Morgan, junior, Richard Munson, Joseph F. Coit, and
other dashing despots of the whip and reins,"

Henry Reed and David Goodrich also put up stores and
dwellings; Clinton Barnes a. house and shop, and several others
various buildings. Curtis Lindley added to his tavern-house a
dining and sitting-room on the first floor and a court-room above.
In the latter the County Courts were held, as well as the Circuits
when His Honor the Judge did not compel litigants, witnesses,
jurors and lawyers to go to Bloomingburgh, 80 as to save him
self a. journey to the central town of the county.

The village increased gradually. In 1813, there were twenty
dwellings, besides stores, shops, a school-house, the court
house, etc.

The act of March 27,1809, led to a triangular contest between
Liberty, Thompsonville and Monticello. Each place was anxious
to secure the county-buildin~s.t The people of Libertv were
the most active and influential in competing with Monticello;
but the latter had the advantage of being situated on the great
thoroughfare from the Hudson to the Delaware, and, while it
was as near the territorial centre as Liberty, it a:pproximated
closer to the centre of population. Besides this, It cannot be
denied that Samuel F. Jones was at that time the most influen
tial man in the county, as well as the most subtle and sagacious,
When it was covered by a dense forest, he had determined that
Monticello should be the county-seat, and for years he had
labored to make it so. Every step he had taken was an approach
to a successful consummation of his plans; and he was deter
mined that no competitor should suddenly spring up and grasp
the prize.

The site of the court-house and jail, under the law, was to be
determined by Commissioners appointed by the Governor of the
State. Samuel F. Jones went to Albany to secure the favorable
action of Governor Tompkins. The latter was not disposed to
be hasty, and probably wished to hear all the claimants, Jones
returned home, and, it is said, met on the road a delegation from
Liberty, whom he advised to go back, 08 the matter was already
determined. This was true, perhaps, in one sense; but in another
it was not. It may have been a foregone conclusion for years;

" On the 3tl of August, 1~71, the ManSIOn House was destroyed b~ fire, together
with all its outbuildings, (including two large barns,) a store-house belonging to the
estate of Nathan 8. Hamilton and occupied by Frederick 8. Newkirk, the store-house
of Willia.m H. Cady, (a. very fine structure occupied by Abraham Olmsted.) and the
barn of Mr. Ca.dy. At the time of the disaster, the Mansion House contained several
stores and offices. In 1872, it was rebuilt by Solomon W. Royce & ~, and now
surpassee in every respect any other structure, public or privatet.-!; the county, and ia
a splendid monument of the mechanical proficiency of Alfred w. Sears, its builder,
In the same year, A. C. Niven purchaaed the adjoimng lot (eaat} and erected a beau
tiful three-story brick-edifice, which is occupied &sa store, law-offioe, etc.

t Johannes Miller of Miller Settlement ende wored to ha.ve the oonnty-seat on hia
lands, where he had laid out viJla.ge streete, and selected commanding potiltioua for
public buildings.
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but it was not yet an accomplished fact. The Liberty gentlemen
returned; and 80 did Jones-to Albany, as 800n as he had a.t
tended to some private affairs which required his immediate
attention. The Governor soon after appointed William Ross
and Joseph Morrell of Orange county, and Abraham H. Schenck
of Dut-chess, and the Commission decided in favor of Monticello.
Ross was a well-known lawyer and politician of Newburgh, who
was in the Assembly several years, and was the pr~sidingofficer
of that body in 1811; Morrell was a. Member In 1810; and
Schenck, who lived at Fishkill, had been in the State Legisla
ture 8 short time previously, and was afterwards a Representa
tive in Congress. There is no doubt that all three were
interested, directly or indirectly, in the Newburgh and Cochecton
turnpike, and warm friends of every measure which would
promote that work. They very.naturally decided in favor of
Monticello.

The site was secured, but not the court-house. A majority
of the Supervisors of the new county were hostile to Monticello,
and in 1809 and 1810 neglected to raise money to erect the
county-buildings. To encounter this obstacle, application was
made to the Legislature for an act to require the Board to raise
the money necessary for building the court-house and jail, and
to appoint John Lindsley, of Bethel, David Harmuond and
!Ialachi Foot, of Thompson, Darius Martin, of Liberty, and
John Newkirk, of l\Iamakating, Commissioners to superintend
the erection of the buildings, The act passed and became a
law on the 22d of March, 1811 ; nevertheless, the work did not
progress rapidly; for, although the building was of wood, and
could have been put up in six months, it was not ready for
occupation until January, 1814, nearly five years after the
erection of the county.

On the first day of June, 1809, Governor Tompkins and
Council appointed the following officers for the county: William
A. Thompson, First Ju.lge ; Samuel F. Jones and Elnathan
Sears, Judges; John Conklin, Jabez \Vakeman and David
Hammond, Assistant Justices; Uriah Lockwood, Sheriff; John
P. Jone~, County Clerk.

Tile following persons were appointed Justices of the Peace
in their respective towns-:
MAMAKAT~G-Henry Patmer, Samuel Smith, Henry New

kirk and Robert Crawford.
THOMPSo:s-Enoch Comstock, Francis Andrews, and Comfort

Castle.
LUMBERLAND-William Brown, Jonathan Dexter, Elisha He

cock and Paul Horton.
NEVERSIxK-Da.niel Elmore and Jeremiah Gale.
LIBERTy-Darius Martin.
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On the first Tuesdey of October following, the first term of
the Court of Common Pleas and General Sessions was held at
the house of Curtis Lindley, in Monticello. Present, William
A. Thompson and Samuel F. Jones, J udges ; John Conklin and
David Hammond, Assistant Justices; Uriah Lockwood, Sheriff;
John P. Jones, Clerk. Livingston Billings and Charles Baker
were admitted to practice as attorneys and counselors of the
courts of the county. There being no grand jury and no busi
ness to attend to, the Court adjourned to the· second Tuesday
of J anunry, 1810.

On the same day and at the same place occurred the primary
meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the county. The
members 'were "Tilliam Parks, of Neversink: David l\Iilliken,
of Mamaknting ; John P. Jones, of Thompson ; Darius l\lartin,'
of Liberty; and John Conklin, of Lumberlund, David Milliken
was elected Chairman, Livingston Billings, Clerk of the Board,
and '\Villiam Brown, County Treasurer.

On the second Tuesday of January, 1810, the Court of Com
mon Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace for the trial of
causes was held in ~Ionticello. 'Villlam Ross, Samuel R. Betta
and Herman Ruggles were admitted to practice as attornevs
and counselors. 'I'he Court adopted a. seal, consisting of the
rising sun and the 'words " Sullivan Common Pleas." The
following persons composed the grand jury: Abraham Brown
80n, foreman, Samuel Smith, Daniel Clark, Abijuh Norris,
Jonathan Dexter, William Brown, l\Iatthew Northrop, JolIn
Griffin, Samuel Barnum, Adolph Van Duzer, Enoch Comstock,
Garret Tymeson, Nathan Kinne, Solomon Royce, Jesse Crocker,
Charles Irvine, Neherniah Smith, Platt Pelton, Jonathan Hoyt,
Jehiel Sherwood, Robert W. Crawford, Oliver C. Sager, Samuel
B. Stickney, Comfort Castle was fined ten dollars for default
in attendance as a grand juror." Judiah Hais, of pugnacious
memory, had committed an assault and battery upon a citizen
of the county, for which he had been bound to await the action
of the grand jury. After organizing, the jury indicted him for
the offense. The following in regard to his case claimed pre
cedence of all others:

"The People of the .State of New YOrk} Indictment for assault
a?a'tn.~t d b

Jndi'ah Rais. an attery.
"Deft being called, made

(lcfault. Ordered that the rccognizance be respited until the
-

• This jnror was brought into court by virtue of an attachment. and failing; to
purge his contempt. was tilled. As Judge Thompson ceased spt'nkilJg after ordering
tho Clerk to enter the tine, Castle stepped up to the Bench. and thus addr. sscd his
Honor: "Say, Jedge, how'Il it l'uit ye to charge that fine. and soait tiil after ffllgf1rillg
Off for yr.Jtl.r pay!" Our informant does not astatti what the:Judge's answer was ; but
we iuft=r that hu wait6d. [SulliDan <:<Jull.1.y BepulJiic(m.
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next term of this Court, to be holden in this place, on the first
Tuesday of October next."

The case of William Van Tuyle stands at the head of the
bail deliveries:

II Sll11ivan Cot/mty, 88: October term, 1809-William Van Tuyle
is delivered to bail on the taking of his body to Israel Dunbar,
of the town of Lumberland, yeoman, and John Doe of the same
place, gentleman, at the suit of Samuel B. Stickney, in a plea,
&c., taken and acknowledged before me, this 15th day of
October,1809. IsRAEL DUNBAB.

Sam'Z F. JOlla."

And the following is ju~ent number one as appears by the
Record in the County Clerk's office:

II Thos. Wilson } Damages and costs thirty-one dollars and
Neil A:derson, ninety-four cents.

July 11, 1811. CHAS. BAKER, Att'y."

In 1814, it was believed that there would be a chain of turn
pikes from the North River via Liberty to and beyond the
Susquehanna, and that these roads would result in evil to
Monticello. To preserve the interests of Monticello, a ~rojec'
was broached to tap the great south-western route in LIberty,
and divert its trade and travel to the capital of the county.
With this object in view, a charter was obtained for the Monti
cello Turnpike Compa.ny, of which Johnston Ver Plank, Samuel
F. Jones, Joseph Coit, Livingston Billings, Richard R. Voris,
David Hammond, John P. Jones, Luther Buckley and Josiah
Sandford were made charter-members, The route was desig
nated as from some point between the court-house and the
forty-first mile-stone of the Newburgh and Cochecton road,
northerly to the Orange and Ulster Branch-road at some point
within one mile of the west line of the town of Thompson.
Capital $15,000. This road was not made, either because the
amount of its capital was never subscribed, or the Great South
we~tern route was a failure.

Norris, Northrup, Griffin and Sager, as well as several others
whose names have already app~ared in this chapter, were resi
dents of Thompson in 1810. The Town Records show tha.t the
following persons were then or soon afterwards living in the
town: Sillick Adams, Jason Ada.ms, Isaac Alston, Seth Allyn,
Jesse Bradley, lMajor Bailey, Thomas Brille, William Bates,
Levi Barnum, Andrew Comstock, Anson Cook, Joseph Coit,
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9Yrus A. Cady, John Crawford, Levi DOWDS, Joseph Dill,
Benajah Edwards, Asahel Frisbee, Nathaniel Goldsmith, Solo
mon Hait, Elisha Heacock, Peter }'. Hunn, John Ha.tch, Joseph
Jamp, Epenetus Lounsbury, Cyrus Lyon, Samuel Loring, Issac
Lounsbury, Zach8~ Monroe, Asa McKee, Abial C. McKee,
Daniel C. Norris, "W ooster Neal, Timothy Perry, Lewis Rumsey,
Benjamin Rumsey, Simeon Rice, Thoms Royce, John E. Russell,
Selah Smith, Isaiah Smith, John S1. John, Eli Seger, Cephas
Stoddcr, Comfort Starr, Seth Stoddard, Shadrack Schofield,
Thomas Tryon, Jesse Towner, John M. Towner, John Van
Luvan, Richard R. Voris, Isaac Whelpley, Isaac Warring,
Thomas Wheeler, Seth 'Vhitlock and Claudius 'Vebster.

There were others whose names should bementioned, although
they do not appear in the old archives of Thompson. Among
these we record Horace Wheeler, William and Hugh Atkins,
Joseph Connor, Nathan Bullard," Elias Olmsted, Burr Beers,
Alex. Alby," Samuel Loring,* John Garrett," Ja.mes Bull,
Ephraim G. Bassett, John James Stewart, John Bedford, John
Holley, George Taylor, J ames Bonald, Ozias Smith, Increase
Pelton, James G. Terry, John McMillen, John Cannan, James
Clements, Solomon Dewev, Peter I. Scriver, James Brush, Mat
thew Hornbeck," Amos Wheeler, Ezekiel Masten,* John Young,
Harvey Hamilton, Eliphalet Stratton,* Jeremiah Gale, Marcus
Millspaugh, Solomon Avery, Elder Henry Bait, Lyman Bates,
Isaac Newman, Daniell\lapes, Nathan Burnham, Samuel Crum
mell, Aaron Lovett, Augustus S. Reynolds, Seth Stoddard,
Anson Mills, William Ruddick, and Nirum Coger.

To give anything like a circumstantial account of all the fam
ilies represented by these names, would swell our chapter on
Thompson to the magnitude of a volume. We will therefore
limit ourself to a brief account of a few of them only, not because
the names selected for particular mention are the most deservin~;
but because we have been fortunate in getting information In
regard to them:

Joseph Coit came from Litchfield, Connecticut, nhout the
time the turnpike was completed, and became the owner of a
considerable tract of land north of Monticello. It was boughs
of the Jones family, and ten dollars per acre was paid for it.
Mr. Ooit was a physician, but his friends considered him too
infirm in health to practice his profession, and his object in
coming here was to better his condition by making an inveat
ment m real estate, and engaging in mercantile pursuits. He
built the dwelling-house which was subsequently owned by Giles
:M. Benedict, and burned on the 13th of January, 1844. He
also erected a store and dwelling on the lot now occupied by
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the Na.nonal Union Bank; but never opened the store for trade.
He continued to live here, doing little or no business, until about
1835, when, finding himself financially lame and impotent, he
joined tbe Revolutionary army of Texas as a surgeon, and was
soon after bitten by a poisonous insect of that country, and died.
One month afterwards. and before she had heard of the death
of her husband, his wife Ma.ry died at Sing Sing, in this State.

Cyrus A. Cady was a practicing physician of the town in 1810.
He left two sons, Willia.m E. and Henry V. The first was a
merchant-a man of rare social_proclivities who was much
esteemed as a man and citizen. He was elected County Clerk
in 1834, and died in March, 1851, aged 49. The other brother
(Henry V.) was a printer, and died young.

Malachi Foot, M. D., came from Connecticut in 1809 or 1810,
and bought a tract of land about one mile west of Bridgeville.
Here, on a very picturesque site, he built a large house. He
also cleared a part of his land, and cultivated it, in addtion to
his other pursuits. His farm and dwelling were subsequently
sold to the county, and "the house on the rocks" became the
county poor-house. It was destroyed by fire several years since,
when the farm was sold to Thomas Neal.

Benajah Edwards built a. grist-mill on the Neversink at Ed
wards' Island. He was in that vicinity in 1B02, and his mill is
mentioned in the Town Records of 1812.

Peter F. Hunn opened a law-office in Monticello not long
after the organization of the county. He was a resident from
1816 to 183~, and was for a time a Master and an Examiner in
Chancery, and the Surrogate of the county. He was also a
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors and a Justice of the Peace.
\Vhen the Sullivan Courtly Herald was established, he furnished
its leading editorials until "Tilliam B. Wright became a resident
of the county. He was an active member of the Masonic
fraternity until the formation of the Anti-Mnsonic party, 'when
he joined the latter; but after his removal to Newburgh about
ten years before his death, he attempted to revive Masonry
there." He died in Newburgh in the summer of 1847, leaving
a wife and several children. His wife was the daughter of
Captain J olin Griffin, an early resident of Monticello. Mr.
Hunn was literally "learned in the law," a man of fair scholastic
attainments, and "of more than average talent. He was grave
without being austere; a ready and chaste writer, and much
given to French literature, as well as Anglo-Saxon. Although
at one time his professional practice was considerable in this
county, he was elbowed aside by energetic competitors. This
probably led to his removal to Newburgh, where his success as

• Buttenber'a History of Newburgh.
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a In.wyer WBS not eqnnl to his expectations. He wn..~ n. busy
ana useful member of the Historical Society of Orange county,
and collected considerable material which was incorporated lD
Eager's History of Orange.

Joseph Jemp was.an eccentric man, and the father of several
-ecceutric sons. He was killed by. being thrown from the stoop
of the Mansion House bJ Hugh AtkIns, in a good-natured scuffle.

Thomas Royce was for many years a physician of Monticello.
His medical preceptor was Doctor Samuel Dimmick of Bloom
ingburgh. He commenced business here in 1810, and continued
his labors in Monticello until his last sickness in 18~8, in which
vear he died, He was much esteemed, and 'was buried with
lJa..c;ollic honors,

John E. Russell was 8 merchant of Monticello, and waa
associated in business with William E. Cady. His death oc
curred on the 14th of September, 1830. He was a gentleman
of probity and worth, and left a highly respectable family, none
of whom remain in the county.

Jesse Towner was for ma.ny years Treasurer of the county.
He was of proverbial integrity, and was an accurate ana careful
fiuunciul oflicer, A deficit in his predecessor's accounts, amount
ing to a large sum, had escaped the vigilance of the Supervisors,
whose duty it was to make an annual examination of the
Trea..surer's books, papers and vouchers. This was detected by
Mr. Towner, and led to a full investigation of the matter,

Richard R. Voris was the second lawyer who opened an office
in Monticello. His name appears in the Town Records of It)13,
and it is probable he counnenced business here one or two
years previously. He was a good lawyer; but rather internper
ate until the last years of his life. He was the local agent of
several large landholders, a man of imposing manners, and,
according to an cff~te school of politeness, assumed a lofty and
pretentious manner.

Jlaudius Webster was a fanner, and exhibited many of the
traits of the old-school native of New England. He was an
Industrious and thriving man-a rigid Presbyterian-a liberal
supporter of the Church of his choice, of which he was a deacon
-and was noted for his quaintness and originality. 'Vhen the
temperance-reformation swept over the land, carrying in ita
bosom nearly every professor of Christianity, th~ deacon was
solicited to sign the total-abstinence pledge. He was well
stricken in years, and believed th,l.t a little stimulus was a
benefit to him; yet he wished to lend the weight of his name to
the good cause; so he made a compromise between his inclina
tion and his duty. He signed his name to the pledge; but
ad.led the saving clause, "so far as is consistent with my age
and infirmities! It
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Deooon Webster generally gave of his subsL1.DC8 freely for the
Apport of the gospel; yet sometimes he declined-probably
wlien he had a sum of money to raise for an impecunious bo..
rower. One day, when he was financially reticent and costive,
he was called upon by Charlotte, the last wife of John P. J ones,
who requested him to contribute to some church purpose. He
mildly answered, " N0, Mi~s Jones." Surprised at this, she
u~ed him to do 80 earnestly. "I won't do it, Miss Jones 1"
Still more astonished, she vehemently assailed him, and de
manded that he should do his duty; when, with an air of vexa
tion, the deacon pronounced her worse than the devil! Shocked
and astounded by such 8 declaration from such a source, the
good woman cried, "Dea-con Web-ster !-'Vhy; Dea-con 'Veh
ster I What--do-you-mean?" With 8 quiet twinkle in his
eye, the deacon replied, "The good book tells us that if we ra
Blst the devil, he will flee from us j but if we resist Miss Jones,
she willlly right at us!"

'~Villiam Atkins, Hugh Atkins, Joseph Connor and William
Ruddick were among the first Irish farmers of the town, and
were men of int.elligence-probably equal in that respect to the
best of their Yankee neighbors. Their farms 'were in the
Sackett pond region. Hugh Atkins was for many years the
oo1y Andrew Jackson man in his school-district, and when i~

was neoessarv to appoint delegates to attend a town caucus, he
proceeded to the school-house, officiated a.q chairman, and
secretary, offered and seconded resolutions, and elected himself
delegate. .

John James Stewart was an eccentric man of whom we have
written in our chapter on Forestburgh. He built the house
owned by John S. Fraser, was familiarly known 8S Uncle Jack,
and was a most decided believer in universal salvation.

James Ronald was, with his brother, a leading bookseller of
New York until he differed with his relatives as to what was
proper in social and domestic matters, when they compromised
with him, they agreeing to pa.y him a stated sum annually &8

long as he refrained from visiting the city of New York. He
was a man of much intelligence, and most respectably con
nected. His first wife, who survived him, was a daughter of
Mr. Lorillard, one of the leading business-men of the metro
polis, and he was well known to Irving, Paulding and other
lite~men.

Ozias Smith was one of tne early pillars of the Methodist
Episcopal Church of Monticello, and was a good old man, who
enjoye<1 the esteem of his fellow Church-members. He was a
brother-in-law of ODe of the leading newspaper publishers of
Pbilade1 hia.
Solom~D Dewey was a nati"e of mUon, Connecticut, and W&8
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an officer of the United States in the war of 1812, when he was
stationed in the fort at New Haven. Soon after the declaration
of peace, he removed to Brid7eville, where he had a chair-fac
tory until his death in 1855. Eor many years before his decease,
he was a warden of St. John's Church of Monticello, and during
his residence in Sullivan was noted as an upright man and good
citizen.

John Young was for many years a ruling elder of the Presby
terian Church of Monticello, and came into the town in 181S.
He was a native ef Scotchtown, Orange county-a man of cheer
ful and guileless life, who made religion attractive by his pleas
ant ways and correct deportment. He died at his homestead
on the 14th of December, 1858.

Jeremiah Gale was from Columbia county, New York. He
was among the early residents of the county, and was the trusted
agent of the Livingston family for about half a century. Before
coming to Thompson, he lived in Neversink.

Elder Henry Hait came from Stamford, Connecticut, in 1825,
and located in the North Settlement. He was of the Baptist
Church, which had a considerable foothold in the town in his
day; but lost its influence from various causes,

Lyman Bates was a simple-hearted man, whose principal solace
was in his religious exercises, which were of the robust and de
monstrative kind. He was literally a "shouting Methodist," and
aJwaysready to endorse whatever he considered God's word with
an emphatic amen. With sore misgivings he went, when an old
man, to hear a Mormon preacher, and was mueh surprised when
the Latter Day Saint opened with a prayer full of pious ejacula
tions. " Unele Lyman," as he was termed, got warm and noisy,
and his "amens" became more and more fervent, until the
preacher asked the Lord to banish error from the world, when
Bates seconded the petition with such emphasis that the Mormon
made a sudden pause, and declared that responses were out of
order in Ids meetings! The profane asserted that at camp-meet
ings the old man was wont to

U Chase the devil round a stump,
And kick him every second jump.N

The assertion was a satanic emanation. He was noisy; but not
gymnastic or pugnacious.

In 1832 and 1833, a sect known as Protestant Methodists, es.
tablished a "circuit" in Sullivan county. One of their preachers
was the Rev. Samuel M. Henderson, a man of good talents and
respectable character, who soon after became President of the
New York and New Jersey District of his Church. A Rev. Mr.
Timberman was his coadjutor here, and we believe Rev. Richard
J. Cr08~, now, (1870) of Ellenville, one of his successors.
Under Timberman's harangues, the denomination was in a



572 HISTORY 01' SULLIVAN COUNTY.

chronic state of revival in Monticello. Nirum Coger, a one
legged hamess-maker, whose

" Shop 'Yas right o'er
Opposite Nate Hammond's store,·

'Was the principal lay-meruber of the Church, although he had a
sharp competitor in a young convert named John C. C. Darling,
Notwithstnndin~ their zeal and efforts to add to the membership
of the society, the sect in Thompson suffered a sudden and un
expected dissolution. Coger had business in New York, and a
neighbor sent a sum of money by him to pay a bill. The money
did not reach its destination, and Coger was heard. of no more.
The principal exhorter wanted to preach, and because he was
refused a license, became a blasphemer. These and other dis
asters were fatal to the society, and it 800n ceased to exist.
'Vhile it was in existence, it held several camp-meetings near
the Crystal brook, on land now owned by James H. Foster and
Seneca Dutcher.

From 1815 to 1825, there were but few incidents which claim
a place in the history of Thompson, although during this decade
-eommenced the careers of two persons who were remarkable as
business-men, and whose success as merchants has since been
paralleled by several others.

In 1818, Nathan S. Hammond was elected a Constable and
Collector of the town. It was during the days of imprisonment
for debt, when merchants and others did not scruple to ruin
their customers by precipitate and wholesale prosecutions.
Men worth many times the amount of their indebtedness, knew
that if one to whom they owed money sued them, all would
pounce upon them, and that in the general scramble, their assets
would be sacrificed, and they be thrown into jail, or upon the
Iimits, Constables and Sheriffs reaped rich harvests. It is
said that Mr. Hammond as Constable, made 800 dollars,
besides paying expenses, in a single year. "Tith this and a
moderate sum furnished. by his father, David Hammond, he
commenced business as a merchant in 1819 or 1820. In about
twenty years he retired with a fortune of nearly one hundred
thousand dollars. He was for many years President of the
Union Bank-was a man of unostentatious habits and manners,
and temperate in all things. After he became wealthy, he loved
to relate his early experience as a merchant, and had a vivid
remembrance of the first thing sold by him over the counter-a
codfish to one James Pinckney.

The other was Hiram Bennett, who, from limited resources,
• Coger was a man of enterprise. and advertised his businesa in the village paper.

BetaldcA this be was unconsciouslv a rhymer, He brought a business card to the office
of the Watchm/ln, of which the lines quoted are a specimen. The editor read it, and
then exclaimed, "Why, Niru~, th:s is poetry I" when Ulat individual replied with
naive simplicity, "So my wife tells mel"
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ereated a business from which not on~ he acquired a. handsome
fortune, but Daniel B. St. John and Frederick M. St. J ohn, who
successively carried it on. Mr. Bennett several times repre
sented his town as Supervisor, and was twice elected to the
Assembly.

His successor, Daniel B. St. John, besides bei~ elected to
minor positions, was chosen Member of Assembly In 1840 and
afterwards a Representative in the 33th Congress. He was
also appointed the first Superintendent of the Banking Depart
ment, and organized the business of that branch of our State
gove;nment. Bes~d.es this he received appointments to one or
two Important positions under the Federal Government, 'Which
he declined, and was a candidate for Secretary of State; but
was defeated.

George Bennett, who also became a wealthy man, received
his commercial training from Hiram Bennett. The Bennetts
and St. Johns, after acquiring fortunes, removed from Monti
cello.

During thc decade commencing with 1815, Eli Fairchild and
Ephraim ~yon Burnham ~ecame resi~entsof the town. They
are yet WIth ns, and the history of their labors and successes is
familiar to all.

Perhaps no other resident of Sullivan ever commenced life
with such flattering prospects as George O. Belden, He was of
the Connecticut family of that name, who had intermarried with
the Ogilvies of New York-a family of aristocratic pretensions
in the Colonial period of our history. He studied law with
Charles Baker of Bloomingburgh, and those who 'were not in
timately conversant with his habits as a student, predicted that
he would occupy an exalted position as an advocate. He was
of fascinating address, and had a most wonderful command of
language-two traits which caused the multitude to regard him
with unbounded admiration. In addition to this, he had the
faculty of fraternizing with all classes-a most subtle element of
popularity. After completing his legal studies, he commenced
the practice of his profession, and entered political life. In his
30th year he was elected a Representative in Congress from the
Ulster and Sullivan district, and occupied his seat in 1827 and
1828 :t On the 13th of August, 1831, he was chosen General of
the 23d Brigade of Infantry of New York, he receiving eleven
votes and all others six. But his sun of prosperity had already
passed its meridian. His attention to political and military
affairs, as well as his social and convivial habits, bad caused
him to forget what legal knowledge he had acquired when a
student, and he avoided law-books. 'Ve have heard old law;rera
say tha.t, when he was entrusted with the interests of a. client,
instead of consulting the standard authorities of his profession,
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be ha.bitually "pumped" his competitors of the la.w, by intro
<.1nein~ suppositious or moot questions in his daily intercourse
with them. In this way for a time he managed to get along as
a lawyer; but this method of acquiring information could not
be resorted to permanently. The Monticello counselors Boon
detected him, and by a general understanding they would no
longer be "pumped," pumped he "ne,-er so wisely." He could
no more raise an imposing structure of words on a foundation
laid by others. He was poor; his only resource for subsistence
was his professional income, and that in the end failed him.
On the 9th of October, 1833, he died, aged 36 years, and leaving
a wife and several children in destitute circumstances.

Mrs. Belden opened a select school in Monticello after the
death of her husband. Although she was much esteemed, and
offered to teach each of her pupils for $1.50 _per quarter of
thirteen weeks, her school was not successful. In two or three
years she left the county, and was heard of no more by her old
lriends of Sullivan.

One of his sons became a Iawver, and was noted fifteen or
twenty years ago as a political orator in Connecticut. It is said
that he inherited his mother's excellent traits, as well as some
of the brilliant characteristics of his father. But the story of
his Iife was cut short by an early death.

The life of Archibald C. Niven affords a strong contrast to
that of George O. Belden. The two were fellow-students.
Belden ronde a brilliant start, and ascended like a rocket,
dazzling the eves of spectators; but his force was soon expended.
He was a quarter-horse-good at the start; but deficient in
stamina. He died young; nevertheless he outlived his popu
larity and his professionul importance, and left an inheritance
of :poverty to his children. The other has been prominent in
political, social, religious and financial affairs. He has not
sacrificed the duties of life to its pleasures. It is not the
province of the local historian to 'write freely of the living.
Hence we will not dwell longer on his acts and character; but
must content ourself with recounting the official positions he
has occupied. In 1828, he was appointed Surrogate and con
tinued to hold the office until 1840. About the same time he
was made a Master in Chancery, and held the position until the
Court of Chancery was abolished. In 1837, he was elected
General of the 10th Brigade of ...Artillery of New York. Pre
vious to this he had been defeated when a candidate bv a com
petitor who resorted to disreputable means, and. was cashiered.
In 1844, he was appointed by Governor Bouck, Adjutant General
of the State Subsequently he was elected a Representative in
the 29th Congress, and served in that capacity in 1845, 1846
and 1841, during 'which he was on the ::.Iilitary Committee of
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the House-an important poet, &8, while he occupied it, the war
with Mexico took place. In 1847, he was elected District
Attorney, and in 1864, a member of the State Senate; but was
displaced by Henry R. Low, who contested the validity of his
election.

In 1832, General Niven married Jane, & daughter of Alexander
Thompson, of Orange county. His children are Alexander T.,
Mary C. and Thornton A. General Niven's oldest son (Alex
ander T.) was lost at sea when the steamer Arctic foundered on
the 27th of September, 1854. Young Mr. Niven was born in
Monticello, on the 31st of December, 1834. A notice of his
career, written, as we learn, by an officer of the College of New
Jersey, appeared in 8 Philadelphia paper at the time of his
decease, from which we learn that. at the age of nine years, he
was placed at boarding-school in Ulster county for three y~ars;

then attended an academic school at Newburgh for one year,
from which he entered the sophomore class at college. In
1852, he graduated. To quote the language of his tutor: ccIn
every department of college-study his success was brilliant.
The talents, which he felt were from God, rapidly matured, and
commanded universal admiration. He was a severe, diseriminat
in~ and profound student." After graduating, he entered a
theological seminary to prepare for the Christian ministry, the
profession of his early choice, and remained two years; then
went to Europe to complete his theological course; but con
cluded, after reaching the continent, to spend sometime in
tr,aveling, and witnessing whatever was worth seeing in the old
world. His letters written at the time, and published in the
Republican Watchman, were full of interest, as many who had an
opportunity of reading them will remember. He spent 8 few
months in traveling, but was lost, as before stated, on the return
voyage. The culture and natural volume of his mind excited
admiration. His moral graces won love" Though one of the
most unobtrusive of mankind, he occupied a warm corner in the
heart of every one who knew him and who was capable of
appreciating virtue. When the news of his death reached his
native town, almost all mourned as if they had lost 8 son or
brother, and on the succeeding Sunday, the pastor of every
Church in Monticello spontaneously alluded to his death in a
pointed and affecting manner. A funeral discourse was also
delivered in the Associate Reformed Presbvterian church of
Mongaup Valley. No certain account of his' last moments was
ever received by hie; friends ; but from the narrative of one who
escaped, they were led to believe that, while clinging to 8

floating timber, he attempted to relieve a fellow-sufferer, and
immediately thereafter died. Trulv. if. n~ we are bound to
believe, charity is the Rum of Christian virtues, this young
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man'a faith triumphed over the bittemess of death. Every
traoo of egoism must haVA been obliterated from his heart.
when, in the pangs of dissolution, he forgot his own au1feriDga
while ministering to the necessity of a stranger.

In 1825, Randall S. Street and his family removed to Monti
cello from Poughkeepsie. Their social position and the literary
fame of one of his sons-Alfred B. Street-fully warrant the
propriety of the following pages. 'Ve are aware that in award
mg unqualified praise to Alfred B. Street, we transgress our
rule in regard to commendation of the living; but in this case
we but echo a universal sentiment, and therefore do not fear
censure.

Alfred B. Street was bom in Poughkeepsie, New York, on
the 11th day of December, 1811. He is a descendant of the
Rev. Nicholas Street, who was the pastor of a Church in New
Haven, Conn., in 1659, a few years after he reached this conntry
from England, and whose son, Rev. Samuel Street, filled the
same office in \Vallingford for forty yellors. Several of their
descendants were also clergymen. But few of the family
removed from Connecticut, m which State the name is a
common one among those who follow the various pursuits of life.

General Randall S. Street, the father of Alfred B., was a
Major in active service during the last war with Great Britain,
and was District-attorney of the Third District, under the
Constitution which was in force until 1821. He also repre
sented Dutchess county in Congress. About the year 132;), he
removed to Monticello with his familv, where he continued to
follow the profession of law until his death.

The maternal grandfather of the poet was Major Andrew
Billings of the Revolutiona.ry army, who was present at the
battle of Quebe~. His maternal grandmother was the daughter
of James Livingston. She married first a Mr. Van Kleeck, and
at his death became the wife of Major Billings.

Allred B. passed through an academical course of education
while residing in his native town. He began to write when he
was eleven years of age; but did not publish his youthful
rhymes until he was fourteen, when he contributed "March,"
"A Winter Noon," and other P0elllS to the J.Ve·w Y;qk Evening
Post, which were much commended. From that time he- has
been an occasional 'writer for the leading monthlies of the United
States.* Several of his poeuls were deli vere.l before literary
societies-among thCIU the Euglassian Society of Geneva, and
the Phi Beta Kappa. Society of Union College. In 1~41, Uwon
College conferred the degree of A. D. on him.

• GraAam", Magazine.
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In 184-5., his P0flolUS 'were published in an octavo volume of
more than three bundred pages, by Clark & Austin of the city
of New York. A complete edition of his metrical compositions
would now occupy probably five hundred pages. None of his
stanzas written during the last twenty-five years are superior to
those issued from the press of Clark & Austin.

Mr. Street has also written several volumes of prose, in which
he has portrayed life in the woods, and a work on law, 'which
has passed through several editions.

On the publication of his volume oi poetry, the book was
reviewed by the eminent critics of England and the United
States, who unhesitatingly declared that" as a descriptive poet,
he was at the head of his class," and that he should rank with
Bryant, Longfellow and Halleck.

The .l~J1·~i!T/I (/uarft"/.'I Rcrin», an eminent British periodical,
after condemning nearly every American poet except Bryant,
Longfellow, Halleck and Emerson, says 'of Mr. Street:

"He is a deseriptive poet, and at the head of his class. His
pictures of American ~cenery are full of gusto and freshness;
sometimes too wild :1.11tl diffuse, hut always true and healthful.
* if * His poenl~ are very unequal, and none of them can
be cited as being complete in its kind. He runs into a false
luxuriance in the ardor of his love of nature, and in the waste
fulness of a lively, but not large imagination; and like Browne,
the author of the 'Pastorals,' he continually sacrifices general
truth to particular details, making unlikeness by the crowding
and closeness of his touches. Yet with all his faults, his poems
cannot be read without pleasure."

The following paragraphs are taken from an article published
in the De-moc-ratic Iierieio, when the Reoieto was second to no
serial published in the United States. It is said that the article
is from the graphic pen or H. 'I', Tuckerman:*

ccDante and Petrarch have <lone much to render Italy beloved.
Beranger 'has given no inadequate expression to those feelings
which bind soldier, artisan and peasant to the soil of France.
Here the bard can only draw upon brief chronicles; but God
has arrayed this continent with a sublime and characteristic
beauty, that should P1Hlear its mountains and streams to the
AmerIcan heart: and whoever depicts the natural glory of Amer
ica, touches a chord which should yield ~'esponses of admiration
and loyalty. ] n this point of view alone, then, we deem the
minstrel who ardently sings of forest and sky, river and highland,
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as eminentlr worthy of respectful greeting. This merit we con
fidently claim for the author of these poems, [Alfred B. Street].
That he is deficient occasionally in high finish-that there is
repetition and monotony in his strains-that there are redundant
epithets, and a lack of variety in his effusions, we confess, at the
outset, is undeniable; and having granted all this to the critics,
we feel at liberty to utter his just praise with equal sincerity.
Street has an eye for nature in all her moods. He has not
roamed the woodlands in vain, nor have the changeful seasons
passed him by without lea.ving vivid and lasting impressions,
These his verse records with unusual fidelity and genuine emo
tion. * * * * * He is a true Flemish painter, seizinrr
upon objects in all their verisimilitude. As we read him, ' ....ild
flowers peer up from among brown leaves; the drum of the par
tridge, the ripple of waters, the flickering of autumn-light, the
sting of sleety snow, the cry of the panther, the roar of the
'winds, the melody of birds, and the odor of crushed pine-boughs.
are present to our senses. In a foreign land, his poems would
transport us at once to home. He is no second-hand limner,
content to furnish insipid copies, but draws from reality. Hi8
pictures have the freshness of originals. They are graphic,
detailed, never untrue, and often vigorous; he is essentiallv an
American poet. His range is limited; but he has had the good
sense not to wander from his sphere, candidly acknowledgin~

that the heart of man has not furnished him the food for
meditation, which inspires a higher class of poets. He is em
phatically an observer. In England, we notice that these
qualities have been recognized; his 'Hunter' was finely illus
trated in a recent London periodical-thus affording tlie best
evidence of the picturesque fertility of his muse. Many of his
pieces, also, glow with patriotism. His' Gray Forest Eagle' i~

a noble lyric, full of spirit; his forest-scenes are minutely, and.
at the same time, elaborately true; his Indian legends and
descriptions of the seasons have a native zest which we have
rarely encountered. 'Vithout the classic elegance of Thomson,
he excels him in graphic power. There is nothing metaphysical
in his turn of mind, or highly artistic in his style; but there is
an honest directness and cordial faithfulness about him, that
strikes us as remarkably appropriate and manly. Delicacy,
sentiment, ideal enthusiasm are not his by nature; but clear,
bold, genial insight and feelin~ he possesses to a rare degree;
and on these grounds 'we 'welcome his poems, and earnestly
advise our readers to peruse them attentively, for they worthilv
depict the phases of Nature as she displays herself in this land,
in all her solemn ruagnifieence and serene beauty."

George A. Colton, the accomplished editor of the American
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Iieeieio, has written an exquisite criticism on Street's poems,
from which we copy the annexed:

"In the use of language, more especially in his blank verse,
Mr. Street is simple yet rich, and usually very felicitous. This
is peculiarly the case in his choice of appellatives, which he
selects and applies with an aptness of descriptive beautv not
surpassed, if equaled, by any poet among us-certainly by "'none
except Bryant. "That is more remarkable-c-quite worthy of
note amid the deluge of diluted phraseology bestowed on us by
most modern writers-is the almost exclusive use, in his poems,
of Saxon words. * * * Descriptive poetry, to be of any
force or felicity, must employ them ; and it was this, no doubt,
that led ~Ir. Street-unconsciously, it may be-to choose them
so exclusively. For the same reason, Byron, who in power of
description is hardly equaled by an~' other English PO(\t, used
them to a greater extent, 'we believe, than any other moulder of
verse since Chaucer, unless we Ina, except Scott in his narrative
verse. 'Yordsworth, on the otherhand, whose most descriptive
passages have always a philosophical cast, makes constant draft
on Latinized 'words, losing as much in vigor as he gains ill
melody and compass. In all Mr. Street's poems the reader 'will
be surprised to find scarcely a single page with more than three
or four words of other than Saxon derivation. 'I'his extraordi
11ary keeping to OIle onlv of the three sources of our Ianguage-s
for the Xannan-French "forlus a third-is owing, in ~YTeat part,
to the fact that his poetry is almost purely deseriptive ; yet not
wholly to this, for any l~age of Thomson's' Seasons,' or Cow
per's 'Task,' will be found to have f01U' times as ma.ny. It is
certain at least, that the use of such Iauguago has added
immensely to the simplicity, strength and picturesqe effective
ness of Mr. Street's blank verse; and as a. general consideration
of style, we recommend the point to the consideration of all
writers whose diction is yet unformed, though we hold it a
matter of far less importance in prose than in poetry."

The editor of Graham:« lJIagazi'lte, to whom we are indebted
for much of the material of this article, thus speaks of Street's
residence in Sullivan:

"The beautiful village of Monticello, to which his parents
removed 'when he was"-fourteen years of age, is situated in a
picturesque region of 'wild hills, smiling vullevs and lovely
streams, Everything around Iin IH2;,) I bore the impress of
recent cultivation struggling with tlie rude-ness of primitive
nature, Forests were intersperse-d, wa"iug in broad grandeur-s
the plow was guitlt..-d between nl'~lg'ltlystullll,:-\-iu all directions
was the crouchiuz roof of thr- log-lillt - ··rlw f:tl!nw-til'e:-, glistened
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in the spring, and the charred trees stood amidst the grain-fields
of autumn. Early association with such a life gave the first
scope and impulse to our poet's mind. In the midst of these
secluded hills he beheld the phenomena of the seasons, as they
successively unfolded, with the vivid beauty and extreme .alter
nations of our climate. He saw the trophies of the hunter
displayed in the streets of the village, and m his 'vigils he was
often serenaded by the distant howl of the wolves. With a
mind of quick and true observation, Mr. Street under such
circumstances became a devoted student of nature, particularly
in her wild and uncultivated aspects, and found a delightful
recourse in embodying his impressions in language."

Professional critics never ex:press unqualified admiration.
They assume an air of superionty, commend cautiously, and
always see, or pretend to see, imperfections in the most beauti
fnl and exquisite creations of genius. .A.s a class they are
pretenders, and pretenders would feel abased if they expressed
a just and loving appreciation of t~e truly bea~tiful. They
must carp at something or lose prestige, The rainbow to the
owl seems brilliant; but it is nevertheless to him too gaudy;
and the song of the hermit-thrush, beautiful and melodious, but
lacking in volume and compass. Thus the English critic places
Street at the head of his class, and then says that he "runs into
a false luxuriance," and makes "unlikenesses by the crowding
and closeness of his t-ouches." Here is just praise; but it is
very absurdly qualified. It is worthy of its author, who was
accustomed to the hedge-rows and park-like forests of Old
England; but, 'who had never seen a luxuriant American forest,
so "crowded" with grand. and lovely objects as to be almost
impassable, except to the 'wild denizens of the woods. An Arab
who had never been beyond his native sand-hills and deserts,
would not consider truthful a description of a land abounding
in streams, and densely clothed with vegetation. All the world
to him would be sand and rocks, with a horizon like the cope
of a glowing oven.
~ Mr. Street removed from ~Iollticello in 1839, and became a
resident of the city of Albany. For nearlv thirty years he was
State Librarian. In 1841 he married Elizabeth, daughter of
Smith 'Veed, a retired merchant of that city, Except when on
brief excursions to the country, his official duties and other
circumstances have confined hiru to Albany since 1839. This
is to be lamented. His life should have hel\il passed among the
scenes he loved so 'well, and which he delineated 'with such
remarkable fidelity. His poetry is but a reflex of his daily walk
in Sullivan. He Haw what prosaic t"lyp:,; did not discover until
he furnished a medium. He OP(·Il(~.l the arcana of beauty to
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their sight, and was to them a revelator. He should have been
rewarded in such a way that he could have made the study and
portraiture of nature his great aim. The dull routine and
stupid details of business are as unfavorable to the poet as the
painter; and no one will fail to see that there never 'would have
been a great master of the latter art, if those who have excelled
in it had been compelled from necessity to devote but one hour
in ten to their favorite pursuit.

What he saw here he described. For instance, the incidents
of the "Walk and Pic-Nic" were of actual occurrence, and he
pictures the scenery between Monticello and Pleasant lake
precisely as it was thirty Jears ago. "James," whose thoughts
were in the clouds, was Street himself; Cady was the late
William E. Cady; Hull, who

• * * "took immediate seat,
Complaining in bass of the dust and the heat,"

was William B. Wright; the

If Friend, sleeping now in the va.lley of shade,"

was Granger C. ROJ'ce, deceased; gay Mroiha, whose "sweet,
ringing laugh was heard," 'was l\Iiss Crissey, afterwards Mrs.
William B. Wright (now dead). Kate, Mary, etc., were then
among our village-belles.

In "A Visit to Mongaup Falls" may be found the adventures
of another merry party. "The Smithy" was Hugh Orr's black
smith shop, on the corner of Main and Liberty streets; "The
Seat in the Bock" is a well-known natural curiosity south of
Monticello; "The School-House"

"In a green lane that from the village-street diverges,"

was b~ed dO'\\"D several years since; and 'was rebuilt by our
citizens.

Twenty-five years a~o, Street's poems were pictures of all
that was worth seeing In and aronnd Monticello, and of almost
everything in other localities of Sullivan 'which had a local
reputation. SiIH.·e then, the b~rk-peeler and lumberman have
made sad wrecks of our •• Forest-Xooks," and" Forest-"'l'alks ;"
our "Ranlhle~" find woodland "Temples ;" our "Camps in the
Forest" and "Forsakt'll Hoads."

In 1831, nml during three or four subsequent years, Monticello
and ~t.her localities o! Sullivuu were ,?uch enlivened b,r Francis
L. ,Vaddr-ll, who proft·sst·,l to b« a WIt and a poet, ana was one
of the most l·(,t:~..ntric of Illt..U. He belonged to a respectable
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family of New York city, and in features and form was no noble
model of an Apollo of Belvidere. It was said that his peculiari
ties were the result of an accident. While yet a youth, and be
fore his education was fully completed, he was walking through
Pearl st., when a heavy sign fell, striking him on the head, and
prostrating him on the sidewalk, apparently dead. He was re
stored to bodily health; but to the day of his death was erratic,
eccentric, and averse to all regular habits of life. Previously to
the falling of the sign, he was remarkable for nothing except his
splendid physique; but was ever afterwards noted for grotesque
mirthfulness, which was so contagious that it was impossible to
he within the sound of his voice and not join in his merriment.
Hi8 irregular ways caused his family to send him to the country,
'where his sallies would not annoy them. From some cause,
he carne to Sullivan, and lived there, except during short inter
vals, until his marriage in 1834. Here he was in the habit of
staying until his wardrobe was no longer fit for a gentleman,
and his purse was empty, when he 'would make a descent on his
city friends for a new supply, in which he was always successful,
Then back he would come, arrayed in the height of fashion, and
ill personal appearance "every inch a lord." He had a fund of
absurd stories of Tom Quick, etc., which he had in part picked
up in the country, and in part invented himself. These he related
in his own inimitable 'wav, to the great amusement of himself
and others, wherever he happened to be, and once gave them
on the stage on a minor theatre of New York. His mother
bribed him not to repeat the theatrical performance, and be was
heard to boast repeatedly afterwards, that if he wanted a hun
dred dollars, all he had to do was to tell his mother that he waa
under the necessity of going upon the stage again. He regarded
such questionable conduct as a master-stroke of wit. The" Re
publican Watclnuan" and the" Sullivan County Herald:' published
many of his stanzas and puns. "tVe annex specimens:

"Some aristocratic Anties* wero endeavoring to slur our
respectable elected Congressman, Mr. Bodle, because he is a
ioaqon-maker. 'It is no matter,' says a Jackson man, 'he will
make a good spokes-man?"

" ON THE MARRLo\GE OF CHARJ.ER B. Roosa TO AMELIA. E. F08TEB.

" May the R().~,! now Fo.ster the maiden,
The maiden Foster the Rose,

And their lives with pleasure be laden
Rose-buds to lighten life's close."

• ADti-1Iuo1l1.
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On the marriage of Richurd Page," aged 84, to Mary Culver,
aged 18, Oct. 3, 18H:2:

U Lord, help the aged and the J'oung
Their labors to perform;

May youth support declining age
A hundred years to come :

Then Richard P~e will be of age,
Well clad in guilt and sin;

Pr~J!ared like sage to quit the stage,
1\ ell stored with rum and gin."

From the U Watchman of ,June 3, 1832.
"A horse was lately found tied to a tree, fn Ulster county,

starced, near the ,,!allkill,

It A riderless horse and barkless tree,
Who shall unravel the mystery?
::Yay 'V,lllkill waters never show
A. murdered man from rocks below!

" 1fvaterions sight! oh who can tell
",,"'ho tied the steed, or what befell
A. traveler lone? OIl, from this corso
Were heard the yells of a starving horse!

u The awful neighing reached the ear
Of the chopper, startled by thrill of fear!
He dropped his ax by the fatal green,
And went an idiot from the scene.

"A broken bit and severed rein
Were thrown across the horse's mane;
HiR feet were worn to the very bones,
And fetlocks strewed the gorj stones,

Ie And not far oft" a horseman's cloak,
A s;lJdlc with tht~ girth-string broke;
The murderer left the steed to die
In a skeleton d.unned captivity!

·u The nohl ..~ horse had stamped a. tomb,
In agemy of <1ulJic HI=-' gloorn ;
Alternate clay aud uight betrayed
Some succor that the echo nuulo.

t Page lived in flip town of ~lIlmakating. and W9K ov-r 11)0 ytl&rl of age a.t hiI
U6&th. BiB wif~ 1lary had ,,\.·"t~rd.i c-hilJr,-1! \\hi~ Ih iu~ w ith him.
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" Lives there it. mall with dastard 80111,

'Vho:-;c bOSOlU shunned the high control
Of reason. iu the hour of strife?
Oh, muy the wretch so end his life!

U Ye lonelv wilds and lonelier shades,
Is the murderer hid in your silent glades?
Ye balmy winds, the sight unveil,
And tell this sad, mysterious tale."

"raddell always read his absurd stanzas to the editor, and
accompanied the reading ,.ith an equally absurd commentary
on his favorite lines. Thus, ;when, with hIS peculiar intonation
and emphasis, he repeated such as this-

"In a skeleton damned captivity,"

he exclaimed, "Ha! ha!! ha!!! That's a devilish good idea,
De"Voc! Put an «dmircdion point there! Ho! hot! hoI!!"

""..ell, but really, l\Ir. Waddell, I don't quite understand !'
"Not understaud-c-ha! ha.!! h8!!! Don't stand, sir! Sit

down! It'l') the greatest idea of the piece. Put tico admiration
points nfter it! Ho! ho!! ho!!!"

His poems (if we may so pronounce what he wrote) were not
always incoherent, fantastioal and extravagant. Here is a gem.
It is not highly polished, and has one or two slight fractures, RS

had its author's cranium; nevertheless, it is worthy our admira
tion. It is taken from Stanzas on Winter :

"Nature's glorious garment of the spangled snow and frost,
Sits like a maiden's coldness o'er her bosom careless toss'd,
When 'neath the icy breast of the bleak world's sparkling snow,
The warmer springs of water like the softer feelings flow,
To gladden the sweet spring-time: so love, when passion born,
Gives radiance to womanhood as sun-bursts give to morn."

The following, from the Sullivan County Herald of August 20,
183~, shows that he acquired considerable skill in rhythmical
composition; and that, if he had continued to write, and had
kept away from the haunts of the dissipated, he would in the
end have been ranked as a true poet, and that his shattered
brain would have ultimately regained its normal condition:

" CocHECTON.

"Have you seen the vale Cochecton, where the hemlock-waters
run,
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When the mist is on the mountain, at the ri!'ill~ of the sun?
There, like smiles of joyous WOIU2"£ll, laugh» the rippling Dela

ware,
As the sunbeams kiss the wavelets, and the mists of upper air.
There the light song of the raftsuian echoes through the vocal

hill:-;,
And the music of bright nature answers from the gushing rills.
There the stag with scornful hearing, snuffs the perfume of

the breeze,
And the dew-drops sparkle brightly on the flowers and on the

trees.
Oh! if there is peace 'neath HeaYen, sure her calm abode ia

here:
May my life flow eyer onwnrd, gentle stream, like thy career."

He wrote much for one or two public jou rnaIs of the city of
New York until the editors found that his <.'ltntriuutiollS did not
add to the reputation of their column«, wlu-n they declii ..~d his
favors. 'Ve have heard that lIt! tlu-n offen'tl to pay tlu-m for
printing his articles, and by tIning so, souu.. t iuu-s succeeded in
getting his squibs, puns nIH1 rhY1l1P~ IH..fort~ the public. His
stanzas on Poland he regarded a:-; his ruaste-r-pier-«, aud after its
publication uniformly wrote" A.. P." Hfh-'r his ~i~Haturp. \Vhell
asked what the teruiinal initials stood f( ir, he al W:-\ vs affected
the greatest astonishment, and with a joyous but l;ah-01Jizin~
laugh, exclaimed: "Bless me ! Don't you kuow ~ 'Yhy,
Author of Poland, of course!"

~ He 'was never known to he sad or despondent, and when in
an awkward dilemma, always got out of it triumphantly in his
own melTY way. On OUt) occasion, he went to a hall in ~Ionti

cello during the hot weather of sumrner, Because of the heat,
or from some whim, he did Dot wear the then conventional
dress-coat, with gilt buttons; but put on a complete suit of
yellow nankeen. His pants were a close tit. and were strapped
down; his suspenders were not of the elastic kind worn at the
present day; and his coat was without skirts or tails, and was
what was then styled n "sailor-coat." As he entered the ball
room, he greeted the ladies politely and fervently, and made a
profound regulation-bow, which was disastrous to his nankeen
pants. There was a rupture of the fabric, at the point where
the strain carne, for at least one-third of their circumference!
This would have overwhelmed any other man with confusion
and shame ; it gave hill! all opportunity to perform one of his
greatest exploits. The scene may be thus epitomized:

Enter Waddell-" (i'ood evening, Indies! "--a bow-a tear
ladies' fans converted, into screens-s-gentlerueu in dismay-a
bow-" Good evening, ladies!"-bal'kw~i.rJ movement of the
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right foot-another bow-" GooJ evening, ladies! "-backwul"ll
movement of the left foot-and so on, until he left the presence
of the ladies as he would have left the prest.~nce of a king. He
did not turn his back to them, or make an unusual manifestation
until he passed from their sight, when he sent forth peal after
peal of laughter.

On the 5th of July, 1834, ,Vac1dell was married to Louisa,
daughter of Thomas H. Smith, deceased, The father of his
wife had been one of the great tea-uierchants of New York-e
had failed, compromised with his creditors, and saved n'OUI the
wreck of his fortunes enough to make his daughters desirable
to matrimonial speculators after his death. As long as the
property he acquired by marrying lasted, Waddell lived a gay
and fast life. He made an annual visit to Saratoga Springs in
a coach drawn by four fine horses, and lived like a nabob
throughout the year. He soon squandered her fortune, and
then resorted to his old tactics to "raisc the wind," but on :l.

larger scale. 'Vhen his father-in-law failed, oue of his friends
became interested in his affairs as an assiguee, or something of
the kind. Waddell believed, or pretended to believe; that this
friend was guilty of retaining a large pnrt of the property cOUJ
mitred to his care by Mr. Smith, and threatened to COll1111ellC-c

a suit to recover his wife's share of it. The accused was
wealthy and a gentleman of high character ill commercial
circles. From some cause-probably to prevent scandul-e-ho
paid \Vadc.1ell considerable sums of money at various times,
until his persecutor died, the victim of his own follies. For
some time previous to his decease, whenever he was met by ono
of his Sullivan county friends, he was intoxicated.

"The last of earth" to poor Frank was worthy of a Christian
and a poet, however his life may have been characterized by
frailties and follies. The scene as described to us by a geutle
man who 'was his early friend, proves that as the light of this
life faded away, his soul was illumined by the raJs of truth. As
his breath began to fail, he exclaimed, "Oh, the majesty of
death!" and then lovingly and solemnly repeated the Lord's
prayer. After the final "Amen," he died.

The following incidents portray the manners and the temper
of the times in 1831 and lsa2 :

In the fall of 18H1 and the succeeding winter-months the pulpit
of the Presbyterian church of )lolltie(~llo was temporarily filled
by Rev. Stephen Sergeant. By some he was esteemed a saintly
maD; by others sour and ~evere-oneof that class who would
rebuke the Saviour for speaking kindly and affectionately to tho
sinful and erring. He WO,8 bitterly opposed to social enjoyment,
and regarded the long faces of the dyspeptic and desponding as
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unerring indicia of holiness. He was not in favor of clothing
the bodies of Christians in hair-shirts and putting peas in their
sandals, as were the ascetics of medieval times ; but he 'was in
cline..l to lacerate their souls 'with immaterial tortures, aud
render them unhappy during their earthly pilgriiuace, so
that they would be entitled to bliss in the next world. He de
nounced vehemently the frivolities and frailties of the day, and
inveighed ~:1illSt dancing as if the immortal souls of all who
indulged in It were lost in its mazes. Great was his indignation
when he learned that the young gentlemen of the villu?e, regard
less of his admonitions, had issued invitations for a ball at tho
hotel then kept by Samuel ,Yo B. Chester. In his next sermon
he hurled at the offenders not only the phials of his displeasure,
but an entire demijohn of wrath, and capped the climax of his
stormy rhetoric by declaring that, if invite..I, he would open tho
dance with prayer! He did not dream that the offenders had
sufficient audacity to take him at his 'word; but in this he was
mistaken. Some of them were preseut ; and although it was
Sunday, the SUll was not down before the managers gave )Ir.
Sergeant a formal invitation to attend the ball. This invitation
was delivered by Edwin Eldridge, then a medical student, ana
since a successful financier in one of the southern counties of
New York.

The reverend parson was caught in a trap. He was pledged
to attend the dancing-party, and there was no avenue of escap(\.

The evening for the ball arrived. The hotel was brilliantly
lighted, and the" long 1'00111 " resounded with the strains of tho

, violin. Fairy forms were flitting here and there clothed in
dancing-drapery, which then covered feminine heels but not
feminine-shoulders; while the gentlemen were arrayed in "long
tailed" blue coats, with brilliant brass buttons, and their lower
extremities were covered with white pants and stockings and
calf-skin p1.UllpS_ One after another, the invited came, and
finally the Rev. :\11'. Sergeant himself. He was met at the hall
door by the managers, who ushered him into the parlor on tho
first floor, where he wus treated with dignified courtesy. Here his
embarrassment was so h'l'ea.t that the young disciples of Mephis
topheles took pity on him. They informed him that the reli
gious part of the perfonnance 'would take place, not in the ball
room, but the parlor. 111'. Sergeant then made a short but
somewhat incoherent prayer, while his hearers conducted them
selves with apparent gravitJ and reverence. After the service,
he was politely attended to the door, when the eccentric lawyer,
Charles Baker, who had wituessed the whole affair with tipsy
dignity, made a profound genuflection, and with a wave of his
right arm, exclaimed, .. We can dispense with your company,
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sir! Go home you -- fool! Sir I we can dispense with your
company I" This broke the camel's back of their sobriety. The
clerical victim departed, the laught-er caused by Baker and the
men'Y notes of the violin sounding in his ears.

In 1832, the Fourth was celebrated in Monticello. George
O. Belden was l\I:tl~hal; William A. Thompson, Reader; and
Alfred B. Street, Orator. R. S. Street, A. C. Niven and F. A.
DeVoe were the committee to prepare toasts for the occasion,
which duty they performed. The seventh regular toast adopted
by the committee read as follows:

"The American Systt'lu-that system alone deserves the name,
which proposes to guard the rights and protect the interests of
each and all."

After the work of the committee was done, General Street,
in whose hands the toasts remained, saw that the above con
tained an implied censure of Henry Clay's" American System,"
which, in the eyes of such men as Niven and DeVoe, proposed
to promote the general welfare by guarding and protecting
certain class-interests which needed the fostering care of the
government. He, therefore, in conjunction with his SOil, "rilliam
I. Street, changed the toast so that it read thus:

"The American System-A. system which proposes to guard
the rizhts and protect the interests of each. and all."

R. §. Street notified De'Toe that he had changed the phrase
ology of the toast, and asked him to call at his office and
.examine it; but DeVoe failed to do so, and the altered toast
was read at the toast-table. It was a. complete endorsement of
Clay's "system," as it was then styled, and caused much
indignation among the friends of General Jackson. Niven and
DeVoe published a card denouncing the change, to which Alfred
B. Street replied in a handbill. A verJ angr)" controversy
ensued between DeVoe and the Streets, in which the char~e of
" deliberate falsehood," " 1l:il(f111and malicious misrepresentation,"
etc., was made, and the friends of the parties were inquiring,
"What next?" when Joseph T. Sweet, a lad employed in the
Waiclnna« office, put an end to the quarrel by issuing a poetical
handbill, of which the annexed is a copy:

U I, mast-er Joseph Sweet,
Do challenge master Alfred Street,
To mortal com bat with a pistol,
Or with a mullein stalk or thistle.
'Tis true, he hath not me offended;

But then his brother has, you know,
And as our quarrels are all blended,

I'll fight him, 01' Ill:· uume's not Joel"
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This poetical challenge was written by a young man named
Charles A. Comstock. He and Sweet printed it without the
knowledge of any of the parties, and posted it throughout the
village at night. It put a very hilarious end to a very angry
quarrel, and relieved the disputants from an unpleasant dilemma.
"Pistols and coffee for two" had but recently been fashionable
in some parts of the country in settling questions of veracity;
sud canes and horsewhips in such cases were yet common. The
whole village greeted Sweet's doggerel with laughter, in which
the belligerants joined heartily, and were no doubt much grati
ned with the ludicrous termination of the trouble.

A. C. Niven, (then a. Colonel of Artillery.) although a party
to this controversy, was apparently a passive one. His abso
lute reticence was the result of delicacy. Two or three years
previously a son of General Street, who was 3, midshipman
In the Unit-ed States navy, had made a personal assault on
Niven for a fancied insult. Niven, in directinz a not-e to young
Street, had omitted the proper title of the latter, and Street
considered this an affront for which a horse-whipping alone
could atone. He procured a rawhide, which he concealed about
his person, and, meeting Niven, informed him that he wished to
sce him privately. The two then walked toward the school
house from Main street. Amos Holmes was then County Clerk,
and his son James had charge of the office, and was sitting in
it with the door open. He saw Niven and Street walking
together, and knowing something of the dissatisfaction of the
latter, watched them. There was then a large boulder in front
of the school-house near the middle of the street. As they
approached it, Niven told his companion that they had gone
far enough; and that whatever he had to say could be said then
and there. Street then pulled out his rawhide, and letting the
other know his furpose, raised it to strike, when Niven caught
it from him, anc whipped him with it unmercifully until Holmes
ran from the Clerk's office to the school-house, and put an end
to the flagellation. Street was terribly cut up. As soon as his
wounds were sufficiently healed, he left the village, and did not
return to it until he came home a few years afterwards to die of
consumption. He was a young man of fine nttninments-s-a
poet-linguist, etc., and notwithstanding his misadventure, was
highlyesteemed.* H the assault had had a different result, who
can say what effect it would have had on the life of .A.• C. Niven?

* December 1, 1837-Di€'d, in UOlltirello. Mr, Sanford A. Street, aged 33 years.
His disease was consumption, contracted whilst attached to the American navy. * * •
His mind was vigorous, polished by study, and chastened by relined taste. Bv much
industry and perseverance, he had acquired a critical knowledge of the English, French~
Spauish and Italiau languages, and, until prostrated bv disease, W~R eminently fitted
for u84·fillll('~q. He was a poet, and would have exc~lll'(i in the- realms of imagination
it ambition hall impelled him to 'lin the poet's crowu.i-- nrotdmwII, December 7, 1887.
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This affair no doubt led the latter to avoid all cause of further
controversy with the family of General Street. It is due him
to say, that he has never willingly alluded to it since its occur
rence. During a somewhat intimate acquaintance of more than
thirty years, we have never been able to induce him to even
speak of it.

On the 9th of February, 1830, Hiram Bennett, John P. Jones,
Levi Barnum, William E. Cady, John E. Russell, George O.
Belden and Amos Holmes gave notice of an application to the
Legislature for an act incorporating Monticello, with power to
procure apparatus for extinguishing fires, and to keep the streets
clear from obstructions, On the 20th day of the next April, the act
became a law. By it the corporation-limits extended one half
mile east, and the same distance west from the centre of Main
street opposite the front door of the court-house; and its width
was made one half mile. It empowered the tax-payers to elect
'I'rustees from among the freeholders, together with three Asses
sors, a Collector, and a Clerk. It also authorized the laying of a
tax for the purchase of fire-engines, and made provision's for the
enactment of by-laws, prohibiting horses, cows, oxen, young
cattle, hogs, sheep, geese, etc., from running at large, as 'Yell as
the depositing of rubbish of any kind upon the streets.

On the 4th of l\Iay, 18;-]0, the first election was held at the
court-house, when a full set of village-officials were chosen.

A fire-engine was soon after purchased, and a small engine
house built. Laws were also passed to keep the streets free
from nnimals, old wagons, wood-piles, lumbel', etc.

At that time there were no side-walks in the village. There
'was a foot-path on each side of Main street, which served a very
good. PUIT)ose in dry weather; but 'when moisture prevailed, was
110 better than a channel filled with mud and water. Domestic
quadrupeds occupied the streets at all times, as well as dooryards
and lawns whenever and wherever a gate was left open; and it
was not uncommon for those who were in the streets at night to
stumble over a cow, or to disturb the nocturnal repose of a litter
of pjg~ and their dam, The streets thernselves were always ren
dered filthy by the excrements of the animals which occupied
them, and no grass-plat was safe from the rootings of swine,
Besides this, sleighs, wagons, wood, lumber, and a hundred other
things were deposited upon the streets, where they remained
durillg the pleasure of the owner."

• In :\Iay, 1839, the only newspaper of the' place df'\·l:'l.n·(1 tha t the village presented
a dilapidated app~aral1c(,. Many of the house-s w~'rl' nnpa inr--d, and a considerable
r.u.nber (If the-m were owned by non-residents. who r('('(,in-(I l-ut little' income from
them, and permitted thorn to gravitate to ruin.. Main stre-e-t W3:; choked with rubbish,
There were no sidewalks and but one SdlO01, which was of a low grade, and languish
iug. Cows, hogs, geese and old horses defiled th« paths and highways. The corpora
tion was asleep or dead, and every project for II. bauk, an insurance-company, au
academy, etc, J abandoned,
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Everv attempt to abate one or all of these evils was sure to
arouse anest of hornets around the ears of the village-authori
ties. The people were the sovereign proprietors of the high
wavs and streets, and regarded ever.r man as an aristocrat who
attempted to restrict them in the free and unrestrained use of
the pOlnnlon domain, 'I'he rich man whose swine were plowing
up the village-green was indignant if anyone suggested that he
should confine them to a yard or pen; and the poor man whose
cow was disturbed while cropping and defiling the greensward
of the streets, claimed that he was the victim of oppression, if
his animal 'was impounded.

For ten years, except at spasmodic intervals, the by-laws
were not enforced. In 1~42, a thorough 'reform was inaugurated,
priueipally through the exertions of A. C. Niven, who, regard
l~ss of consequences to himself, caused the laws to be executed.
This led to much ill-feeling, and the formation of two parties in
the village-one of which supported and the other opposed the
new order of things. 'rile late Stephen Hamilton was regarded
as the leader of the opposition. There 'were involved in the
controversy IH<tny ancient personal and political grievances and
prejudices. Niven anrl Hamilton were like the opposite poles
of au electric butt-rv. They never came in contact without
disturbing the equ.urimitv ot themselves and their respective
friends. One was an alkaloid, the other an acid. 'Yhen thrown
together, there was it commotion in village-affairs-s-a foaming
and bubbling of uncougeuial elements. Hamilton was a man
of varied pursuits, who gaxe employment to a considerable
numher of men, WhOUl he handled. with the precision of a
martinet. He was not devoid of public spirit and local pride;
but had long controlled others; and when a corporation of
one-horse power attempted to dictate to him, he rebelled. For
several years, whenever there was a village-election, the opposing
forces confronted each other, and there 'V~tS a contest for victory.
The improvement-party generally won the day; and there was
:, kind of guerilla-warfare <luring the next twelve months, which
resulted in nothing more important than the capture of a few
roving hogs and hom-cattle. III the end, there was a cessation
of hostilities. All were satisfied that the village-regulations
were reasonable uml right, and now nothing would create so
much dissatisfaction Hi-; a return to the disorders of old times.

Soon after the village was incorporated. a census of its resi
dents was taken, by which it appeared that there 'were 59 heads
of families residing in the place; 186 males and 190 females.
Total number of inhabitants, 376.

In 1833, there were two hotels in Monticello-one kept by
Amos Holmes, and the other owned by Ste~hen Hamilton.
Hiram Bennett & Co." Nathan S. Hammond, "illiam E. Cady,
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Charles M. Pelton and J. A. Howell were merchants. J aims
II. Dunning and Preston Durant were hat-manufacturers.
'riley made silk and beaver-hats, and brought with them from
Danbury, Connecticut, several journeymen-one of whom, a
man named Odle, committed suicide by cutting his throat with
a razor, while suffering with" megrims" and from the effects of
a debauch. The place contained two tailors-Thomas Fitz
gerald and Isaac J. Southard-who were 'well patronized, as DO

well-dressed man would don a suit of ready-made clothing.
Randall S. Street, Peter E'. Hunn, Archibald C. Niven and
George O. Belden were lawyers ; but one of whom found enough
to do to "keep the wolf from his door." Daniel M. Angell and
Roderick Royce were physicians and surgeons, with limited
incomes from their professional labors. Mrs, O. Wheeler & Co.
and Miss E. Gray were milliners and mantua-makers, who
cleaned. and dressed white and black Leghorn hats for their
lady customers-i-sold Navarinos, (a paste-board imitation of
I.....eghorns.) and cut and made cloaks, coats, habits and dresses.
There 'were also a few shoemakers, blacksmiths and other
mechanics.

Hiram Bennett soon after sold out to his partners, Daniel B.
St. John and Walter S. Vail. Pelton removed to Poughkeepsie
and Howell to New Orleans.

On the 23d of September, 1835, a highway-robbery was eom
initted a few rods west of the residence of Reuben B. Towner.
A man named Cornelius Low had sold a load of butter in New
burgh, and was returning home with the proceeds. He passed
through Monticello in the evening, and was stopped by un
known persons west of the village, who took from him three
hundred dollars. The robbers were never discovered.

On the 13th of January, 1844, the court-house and County
Clerk's office were destroyed by fire,

The 'weather was intensely cold. The ground was covered
with snow, on the surface of which there was a crust so thick
and strong that it would bear a man of ordinary weight. The
wind blew from the north-west 'with so much force that people
found it almost impossible to stand still; and to walk was nn
practicable, except in beaten roads and paths, and with the gale.

At 3 o'clock, in the afternoon, there was an alarm of fire. The
house of Giles M. Benedict, a few rods "'r. N. W. of the court
house, was on fire. To the rear of the main building, there 'was
an " addition," or lean-to, used for a kitchen. The roof of this
w-as lower than the eves of the house, and through it ran a pipe
from the kitchen-stove. From this pipe, fire was carried by the
wind some five or six feet to the neighboring cornice. Almost
instantly it was in a blaze, and in a few moments the hurricane
caused huge tongues of fire to lap over and around, and dart
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through the building. In an almost incredibly brief time,
it was in ashes, with nearly all its contents.

A few persons seeing that Benedict's house could not be saved,
ran to the court-house to protect it, if possible. Little danger
was apprehended to the house itself, unless a small barn close to
it caught fire. Hence the combustible material in and around
the barn was at once drenched with water. Two men were also
sent up to the belfry to watch the roof. They began to congrat
ulate themselves that the public buildings were safe, when it was
discovered that the court-house was on fire in an unexpected
quarter. It was burning on the west side, between the dry pine
siding and the equally dry ceiling, where it was impossible to
get at it in time to check it. At once there was fa. roaring col
umn of flame from the foundation to the roof. So rapid was
the progress of the fire, that one of tho persons (UJl old negro) in
the belfry, escaped with difficulty,"

There was but one prisoner in the jail n.t the time. He was
let loose; but instead of leaving the village, worked faithfully
with the residents of the place in their endeavors to check the
tire.

From the court-house the flames leaped over tile Connty
Clerk's office to the Presbyterian church, which W~ soon in a
blaze.

The Clerk's office \\-&8 a substantial brick bnilding, with a
wooden roof. The books, records, ete., were removed, and noth
ing of importance lost, although those engaged in taking them
to a place of safety had but a few minutes in which to accom
plish the work .

.A fiery blast seemed to sweep over these buildings, obliterat
ing all tha.t was combustible from the face of the earth. The
lower part of the village from the Mansion House seemed
doomed. The air was full of burning coals, and cinders, while
blazing shingles and fragments of siding were driven by the gale
rapidly over the smooth crust of the snow for at least a mile.
Piles of household-goods, which had been removed from exposed
buildings, barns, eto., were momentarily catching fire, while the
citizens were exhausted by their efforts. Among the barns
which caught fire were the following :

Captain Hamilton's, on the Mansion House lot, now owned
by Solomon W. Royce & Son.

William Morgan's, on the premises now belonging to William
H. Cady.

• In desoendmg, he was obliged to pus throu~h the attic; then a trap-door, and
down a ladder about a dozen feet to the tloor of a Jnry-room. In the dense smoke, he
could not find the trap-door readily, and crawled around rapidly on his hands and
knees to find it, COmJn~ to it unexpectedly he fell head fOJWJlost into a basket of
:feath~rs. U it h&d not ., been for" his thi~ skull and the fea.thcrR, he would haTe
~lll!tlwned. and burned t-o death. . [IV'alclLman, Jauuary 24, ISH..

38
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A. Billings Royce's, now belonging to C. V. R. Ludington.
George "'"iggins', now belonging to Morris Brothers.
Platt Pelton"s, now owned by George M. Beebe.
Beuben B. Towner's, now owned by Eber Strong.
Mr. ROYCe'H was burned, The others saved.
Captain Hamilton's barn 'was on fire for nearly an hour, and

it required almost snperhurnan exertions to arrest the flames,
which burst from a large quantity of hay. To this point the
exertions of a large crowd were directed; for if the fire had
gained the mastery here, all exertions to arrest its progrl)~S

would have been in vain, "I.Jines" were formed from the noizh
boring wells to convey water to the bam. The fire-engh'w,
(an insignificant affair) was used to drench the outside of the
building. while the p~oplt~ inside poured a constant stream Oll

the burning lin)". "rhpHl'yer the fire gained on them, as it
sometimes (lid, H. dt~spail'in~ cry went up from the weary crowd ;
and 'when the ,langer was decreasing there were heard shouts
of encouragement ; so that those who were watching and guard
ing their propr-rtv in the lower part of tJH~ village knew
from the tones which were horne to them by the gale the precise
degree of tlall~~17 which menaced them at each ruouieut. At
Iast, the hay was completely saturated with water, and Iittle
better thau a muss of charcoal, and the danger was passed.

At sundown there were piles of movable property in the
streets and in the fields; but their owners were unable from
fatigue to guard them. Ira Dales and Roderick Royce, who
were then ,Tustices of the Peace, appointed a police from among
those who carne to the village from the adjoining neighborhoods,
with strict orders to arrest all who disturbed the exposed pro
perty. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the
police shrank 110t from the duty required of them. But one
arrest took place-a young man named Hulse from Orange
county-who 'was sentenced to pay a fine of five dollars.

The prisoner who was let out of the jail, and assisted in
c, fighting the fire," so far won the gratitude of the people of
Monticello, that he 'was put in charge of Elijah 'V. Edwards,
with a tacit understanding that if he choose to run off, he could
do so. 'Ye believe he en-ailed himself of the privilege,

The losses by this fire were as follows: G. 1\1. Benedict, $1,200,
insured for $400; Lucius B. Fobes find William C. Cogswell,
boarders of Benedict, $HOO; Thomas Stevenson, do., the papers
necessary to establish his right to inherit a plantation in the
West Indies; Thomas Daley, a laborer of Benedict, $100 ; Shap
ley Stoddard, a tenant, of do., $60; the court-house, original
eost $7,000; Clerk's office, do., $1.500; Presbyterian Church,
$3,000; Felix Kelly, under-Sheriff, $500; St-ephen Hamilton
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$500; Wm. E. Osdy & CO., $500; W. E. Oady, $100; A. D.
Royce, $200; George Wiggins, $150.

Before the ashes of the county-buildings were cold, it was
apparent that there would be a f~)rnlidable attempt to change
the site of the court-house and Clerk's office. In some of the
towns there was an obstinate prejudice against Monticello and
its J?l"ominent inhabitants, This prejudice originated on social,
business and political grounds, and at that epoch of our history
was natural.

It was charged that, while the people of Monticello were in
no respect better than their neighbors, they assumed social su
periority, and that, with the exception of a few families of other
towns, who 'were as exclusive as themselves, they did not asso
ciate with those who were outside the narrow circle of the
village. For a quarter of a century, there had been in Monti
cello about a score of men and an equal number of women whose
costume and bearing were regulated by the prevailing mode. A
majority of them were intellig.-ut, hut not remarkable for intel
lectual capa..~it.r. Each paid H: sixpence at Cady's circulating
library for the privilege of }"f°a,.tliug the last new novel, aut! hence
had some knowledge of current literature. Each patronized n
fashionahIe tailor or milliner and mantua-maker. All danced
cotillions, except those who had conscientious scruples; but the
exceptions had 110 objections to a rough amuseuient which was
at that time in vogne. All considered contra-dances vulgar.
These people had a certain polish of rnanner ; they held rude
ness in disesteem; rigidly t liscountenanced gross irumorality :
endeavored to enforce the rules which govern genteel intercourse
as they understood them : regarded manual labor ~\'s disrepu
table; and 'were geue-railv free from vulgarity, except arrogance
and a degree of pride which was often farcical. Beside this we
may say that a majority of them were too timid to acknowledge
as equals those who had not obtained an entree to their set or
circle, aud some of the young and weak-brained too often made
then- fancied superiority offensively manifest.

Since that day, the "school-m(l,ster has been abroad," and
there are hut few towns of the eountv which do not contain social
coteries in everJ' respect more accomplished than that of MOll

ticello of thirty years ago.
Monticello wag at that time the most important point in the

county west of Mamakating for the sale of merchandise : but
rival establislnnents were springing up in every direction, whose
proprietors naturally imagined that the more odium they could
heap upon the merchants of the "county-to'\\'"D.," the greater
would be their own business. The hotels of Monticello were
prosperous. It was believed that they reaped a rich harvest
from jurors, witnesses and others who were compelled to pat...
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ronize them, and that the time had come when other tavem
keepers should have this kind of patronage. Besides this, itwas
charged that the money-lenders of the place, by exacting usury.
"ground the faces" of those who were compelled to borrow.
Yet Monticello was no more amenable to this charge than any
other village of equal wealth,

Active and influential politicians who lived at the county-seat
uatnrally exerted a great i.nfluence in their respective parties.
County conventions, at which men were nominated for office,
were }i~ld there, and it was asserted that too often candidates
were selected by the Monticello politicians in advance of the
conventions, At least, the disappointed were apt to attribute
their lack of success to the central power, and as not more than
one in six applicants for official honors received 'what theyex
pected and desired, this was a. fruitful source of ill-feeling toward
M()ntic~llo.

Application was made to the Legislature of the State for 8

law to remove !ht~ site of the county-buildings to Halfway
Brook or Barryville, where the people pledged ten acres of land,
and three thousand dollars towards the cost of the necessary
edifices; to the lands of John Holley, in 'Vest Settlement, who
promised a site and one thousand dollars; to the Neversink
Falls in the town of Fallsburgh, where the people pledged
nothing, but asked for the annexation of the town of \Vawarsing
to Sullivan, probably to make the Falls nearer the centre of the
county; to the village of Liberty, where the applicants claimed
that thev would give a site and. erect the court-house and jail
free of expense to the county; to Wurtsborough and to Forest
burgh, 011 the same conditions. In Wurtsborough and Liberty
subscription-papers were circulated to secure the money neces
sary for rebuilding, and considerable amounts pledged. The
first named village, it was understood, took the lead by subscrib
ing the largest amount, It is doubtful, however, whether its
people entertained a hope of success.

In Forestburgh, a public meeting was held, of which Coo Dill
was chairman nud Archibald Mills secretary, and which ap
pointed E ..A.. Greene, Charles Penny, Coe Dill, A. Mills and D.
~f. Broadhead a committee to ascertain what property-holders
of the tOW11 would execute a bond for "tbe erection of the
public buildings free of expense to the county generally." This
CO~!ll~ttce reported at anadjoumed meeting tha~ J oh~ ~enny,
A. s, Dodge, .A. P. Thompson, J. Bonnell, Coe Dill, 'W illiam F.
Brodhead, Andrew Stranagan and Nathaniel Greene would do
so, provided that the court-house and Clerk's office were located
in that town. The same committee also reported resolutions,
which were unanimously adopted by the meeting, in which it
was conceded that )Ionticello was the best location for the
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eonnty-seat ; but that, if another site should be selected, they
asserted that Forestburgh possessed advantages equal to those
of Liberty in every respect, and superior 80 far as mail and
stage-routes were concerned, etc. Daniel M. Brodhead and
his brother William F., were the moving spirits of this meeting.
Neither of them hoped to secure the sit-e for their town; but
both hoped to prevent a removal to Liberty. The allusion to
mail and stage-routes was considered a happy one, as there was
a daill stage-coach running back and forth between Middletown
and Nerrowsburgh, via the Mount Hope and Lumberland turn
pike road, while Liberty could boast of no such advantage.
"'hether this jibe led to the running of a daily stage-line
between Liberty and Ellenville, at a subsequent period, we will
not pretend to say. It is enough to point to the fact that that
village at the present time can suffer nothing by a comparison
as to mails, etc., with Forestburgh.

In addition to the above, a wittv writer for the Watchman
(William H. Grant, First Assistant Clerk of the Assembly) sug
~ested that the most eligible spot for the court-house was
Brown's Settlement, in the town of Rockland, where it would
accommodate eight or ten families of the Shandaken mountains
who were unable to find a way out to attend court, and where
John Hunter and other large landholders would unquestionably
build it at their own expense.

A long and animated controversy ensued which did not end
until the Legislature enacted a law compelling the Supervisors
to rebuild on the site now occupied by the county-buildings.

On the 2;jth of January, (twelve days after the burning of the
court-house) a special meeting of the Board of Supervisors was
held at the Mansion House, in l\Ionticello, at which were pres
ent Joseph Young, of Liberty; James C. Curtis, of Cochecton;
Daniel B. St. ,Tohn, of Thompson ; Mathel\· Brown, of Bethel;
Coe DiU of Forestburgh; Austin Strong, of Fallsburgh; 'Vil
liam Fisk, of Rockland, and Olney Borden, of Callicoon. Hal
stead Sweet, of Mamakating; Charles S. Woodward, of Lumber
land, and John Johnson, of Neversink, were absent. Joseph
Young, James C. Curtis and Daniel B. St. John were appointed
a committee to get a plan, receive proposals and procure the
passage of a law authorizing a tax on the county for building a
new court-house, jail and Clerk's office. The draft of a law was
submitted and informally approved, which was sent to the Legis
lature. In this draft there was nothing authorizing a change of
location. The opponents of ~Ionticello hoped to effect a removal
by a separate and distinct legislative act. After transacting
other business, which was not of an important character, the
Board adjourned nntil the committee should call its members
together again.
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The friends of Liberty committed a grave mistake at this ses
sion, in not taking a bold stand for a location at that place. As
the site W~ already legally at Monticello, the passage of a sim
ple law at an early day to authorize rebuilding, gave Monticello
an advantage which was not overcome.

On the 8th of February, "An Act to provide for rebuilding
the court-house and jail in Sullivan county," was passed by the
Legislature, and became a law. The act was in the precise
language adopted by the Supervisors, except that in the original
draft no location was specified, while, 11.S adopted, the Board
were authorized to rebuild at JJuntict:llo. This caused much
.Iissatisfactiou among those who advocated a removal, while the
friends of Monticello asserted that the addition of the words •. at
~Ionticellon was immaterial, as the location was determined b v
:t. law a111108t as old as the countv, ..

By the act of February 8, 1844, the Supervisorswere required
to desiguute suitable rooms in the new building for a Clerk's
c.ffice, _-\. new edifice for that purpose 'was not then contem
plat-ed. One or two rooms on the first floor of the present house
were jutendcd for the Clerk of the County; but were snbse
queutly found to be wholly unfit and inadequate, when the build
ing now occupied by him was erected.

On the 13th of February a new Board 'was elected, as follows:

'YHIG~.
Yaruaki1ting, \rilliaul B. Hammond;
:Fallshnrgh, Thomas Hardenbergh j

'I'hompson, Daniel B. Ht. ;John.
I~DEP.ESD:E~T.

Bethel, )lathew Brown, Dem.;
Liberty, -Ioseph Young, 'Ybig.

DEMOCH:\~.

Neversink, John Johnson;
Hoekland, Leroy M. 'Vheeler i
Callicoon, John Hankins;
Cochecton, James C. Curtis;
Lumberland, Charles S. Woodward;
Forestburgh, E..A.. Greene.

Mathew Brown .had s~pported F. A. DeVoe for Sheriff, ,,~h~n
the latter ran against "illiam Gumaer; but had succeeded In
securing but eleven votes for him in BetheL This was owing
to the action of Charles B. Roosa, by whose advice mainly, the
entire whig vote of that town was cast for Gumaer, DeVoe's
competitor. DeVoe was very obnoxious to Roosa, because,
while editor of the Republican Watchman, he had published
several articles in which whig relatives of Roosa were severely
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lampooned. After DeVoe's defeat, Roosa, who was a shrewd
politician, caused the whigs of Bethel to vote in a body for
Brown whenever he was a candidate for Supervisor. All tho
anti..l\Ionticello democrats of Bethel also supported him. From
these causes he was uniformly successful as a candidate.

Joseph Young owed hi8 election to the R~~!Jlu...an Watchman:
The editor of that paper had advocated reform in the financial
affairs of the county. Mr. Young professed to be in favor of
the proposed reforms, and, notwithstanding he was and always
had been a. whig, the political friends of the Wat-hma« adopted
him as their candidate for Supervisor in Liberty, and elected
him.

Notwithstanding the democratic party had a. clear majority
of the Supervisors, the court-house question enabled Young and
Brown to control the Board. Mr. Young found nothing to
reform except the bill of the proprietor of the lValt.'.!tIl#tUI. for
printing. He, with Mr. Brown and Johnson, and the whig
members, joined in allowing one-half of the legal fees for print
ing; but the proprietor, unwilling to accept the usual reward of
reformers, sued the county, and in the end got what he
demanded.*

These facts show what effect the burning of the court-house,
and the agitation in regard to rebuilding, had on our local
politics.

The new Board held a special meeting in Monticello un the
7t.h of March. All the members attended.

The plan of the court-house as made by Thornton :\1. Xiven,
was accepted. Ayes-Curtis, St. John, Brown, HamIIIond,
Hankins, Greene, Woodward-7. J..Vays-Youllg,Hardenbergh,
Johnson, Wheeler-4.

On motion of Mr. Young, further action was postponed. until
the 25th of the ensuing April. ...4!1e8-Curtis, Brown, Youug,
Hardenbergh, Hankins, Greene. Johnson, 'Vheelcr~. .L"'ays
-8t..John, Hammond, Woodward-3.

Eli Fairchild, John P. Jones and Platt Pelton were authorized
to repair the old Clerk's office, the expense of which was limited
to seventy-five dollars. Against this only Young, Brown and
""heeler voted.

Previous to this meeting the inhabitants of MOlltiCt~l1o had
not made a formal demonstration in their own favor. The ac
tion of the Supervisors alarmed them. A meeting was held on
the 12th of March, at which .A.• C. Niven, Daniel B. St.•John,
E. L. Burnham, Eli Fairchild, N. S. Hammond, John P. Jones,
.James E. Quinlan and others were appointed a committee to

* .\mbrose Spencer and A. C. Siven were the attorneys of Qninlan, the proprietor
"f tbe lVakhnuw; and William B. Wright for the: Bupervisors.
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~ submit to the public a brief statement of facts relative to Ute
location of the county-buildings." In discharging their duties,
the," recited the action of the Commissioners who, after a full
investigation, made Monticello the capital of the county at an
early day; the destruction of the court-house, etc., by fire; the
action of the Board; the passage of the act for which the Su
pervisors applied, with the addition already noted, which the
committee argued 'was immaterial, as the location had long been
H at Monticello," etc. In language marked by unusual asperity,
they charged that, while measures were maturing for the speedy
restoration of the county-buildings, 8 few individuals at Libertj,
with the intention of enhancing the value of their own property,
had been constantly engaged in prejudicing, and" arraying the
people of other t-owns against their brethren here, thus inciting
them to commit an act which in all time to come they would
deeply deplore." The committee then asserted that Monticello
was nearer the geographical center of the county than Liberty,
as well as the center of population; that the facilities for reach
ing Monticello were superior; that it had a daily mail; that the
proposition of Liberty to erect a court-house was fallacious, 8,R

no such arrangement could be enforced legally; and that if that
place could do what was offered, the advantages would be tri
fling 'when compared with the inconveniences which would fol
low to the inhabitants of Cochecton, Bethel, Lumberland, Forest
burgh, l\Iamakating and Thompson. They then made a state
inent showing the amount a tax-payer assessed for $250 would
have to pay for the erection of a new court-house, as well as
those assessed for larger amounts, and concluded by saying that
they desired the 'thole matter should be laid before the people
in candor and truth, without false coloring, and unbacked by
fallacious promises. If this was done they were 'willingto abide
by the result.

. V{e have given but the substance of 'what this committee in
corporated in their address to the people of the county, omitting
what would even now give offense to some. If we could pro
cure a copy of the memorial sent to the Legislature by those
who favored Liberty, we would, as an impartial historian, insert
it here.

The committee of the Assembly to whom 'were referred
the Liberty and other petitions for a removal, reported
unanimously that. "the site for the former buildings was located
by a Board of Commissioners duly authorized by law; that
since such location no alteration had taken place in the bounds
of the county, and that no unforeseen contingency had rendered
a removal nece8sary or expedient." The report concludes in
the following words:
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': With these r~\(,t~ ~fOrf\ them, the committee :\!"(' of opinion
that nothing hut nevdless f"xp~n~e and unmitigated ovil would
result from fn rtlu-r n~ibltion of the question. Tru!'t-ing that, ou
mature reflection. all purties ('(lI'('enl~<1 will ~t"P the subject in
the same light. thev call hut hope that W'hPD a transient excite
merit shall hay!' gi ven pluee to coole-r counsels, they will cheer
fully acquiesce ill the <It'eislon at which tht\ eonnnittee have
arrived, to wit : That thtl pl'a~-f"r of the petitioners ought Hot to
he granted."

Immediatelv :tftf.·l' Lihertv W:l!ooi tItUS deft·(tt.ecl in the Assemblv,
one of the most prominent ~1l<1 i nf uentinl citizr-ns of the countv,
whose opinions h:HI d(·tOi~i\·(' ,n:.i~llt iu ~lolltic(\llo. made the f(ll
lowing stlg~e:"\ti{)n ill tlu- 11 "ole/"I/O/i :

* '* * ->:. "I'll" }>f'opl,· of Liberty are full of enterprise,
and if the northern towns increase in the ratio thev pre..-tend to
anticipate, :ultl tho r()fld~ bf> <~Ol"t·SP()lHlillgl.'" in1rrOYf'd. it would
he worthy of «onsidcrution wlu-tlu-r tlu-v shoulr not hu v» that
town n hnlf-shirt· town:' .. * * .~ .

This offer, emanating us it did Irom tho victorious pa rty. W:&,,,

liberal and magnnnimous : hut it met 'with no favor from those
to whom it was made. Thev received it with sullen silence, and
prepared themselves for another encounter.

Monticello became fullv aroused, and through its.friends at
the State capital, ~nYE' its enemies a fatal blow, An amenda
tory act was prepared empowering 'Villiam Gillespie. of Bethel,
.Toseph Grant, of Liberty, and Platt Pelton of :\Ionticello, or
an, two of then), to rebuild the court-house on the old site.
provided the Supervisors did not make a bonn fi-I» contract on
or b~fore the 20th dav of :i\1~lY, IS!!. This act bpCa.U1C a law
on the 22d of April, On the 2.~th the Board met. and on motion
of Mathew Brown, all action in rt\gard to rebuilding was deferred
until tho next annual meeting. .AJI(:·-.:-'Vhf~~lpl" -Iohnson, Har...
denbergh, Hankins. Brown and Young-f>. ....V,,!!s--'\·00<1"·ard,
Curtis. Hammond, Greene and St. .John-;). In vain were the
members informed of the pa~sage of tho law Hpp()intin~ com
missioners, They believed, or affected to 1.f"\Jif~\·f", t.hat the act
of the 22d of April was a mvth : una the citizens of )fonticello
were attempting to perpetrate il """.'0" to sr-curo the sitr- at that
place similar to tlu\ one resorted to l..y HaIHul·I :F.•fouel-; during
the first controversy concerning the public buildings. 'I'hey
were determined not to h~ (o(tu~ht l\applu~ tI,;.~ 1ime. Nothing
less than au official copy of the law would eouvinee them that
all hope had perished. Such a copy had llot hf~f'Jl received.
and if the law had been adopted, perhap~ Gillespie, Grant and
Pelton would not da.re to act uncler it. Thp Roanl ac1journed.
and on the 30th, Messrs. Gille~pj(· and Pelton :Hl\"'ertised for
sealed proposals for constructing thf\ conl't-hf)us~, :lhT)·('(,:l.bly to
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the plan and specifications of T. M. Niyen. They also announced
that on the 21st of May, the first day they could lawfully do so,
thr-v would enter into a contract for building.

Hert~ was an entertainmeut which :Mathew Brown and his
eoudjutors had not anticipated. The geographical position of
Ik-tbel rendered its interests identical with those of Thompson;
hut ~Ir" Brown was bitterly hostile to Monticello and all its
interests, and with extraordinary ingenuity and persistency
labored to vex and humiliate certain of its lending men. He
was an Indian ill his enmities, a Yankee in cunning, a Scoteh
man in craftiness, and struck just when and where he could
n-ach a vital point. We have never had in Sullivan a public
iuan who could bend the most adverse circumstances to suit his
purposes as did Mathew Brown. \Vith an entire community
arraved against him, he could so manage his cards as to 'Will

alu1(";st every game he undertook. Although Bethel was within
one hour's ride of }[onticello, and the means of intercourse
1H~tweell that town and Thompson, were unsurpassed in the
('ounty, he so worked upon the passions of his fellow-townsmen,
that they were willing to hJjng npon themselves almost any
calamity, if by doing so th~y could thwart the ,. dictators " of
)ItHlticello, and ruin that village. The court-house question
was a potent engine with which he was determined to advance
his political interests, and hence it was his policy to keep it
unsettled as long ns possible. Through it he had all oppor
tunity to control the connty-couventions of his party, and to
secure such nominuti- ins as pleased him and mortified his
deuiocrutic enemies, aud to have it thus put at rest by a bold
and unforeseen movement of thc :Monticello clique, as he stigma
tized them, 'was a persounl disaster."

Finding that the «ourt-honse would be put under contract,
«ither with or without their ag...~ne'y, a special meeting of the
Board was called bv Billings Grant, their Clerk, at the request
of n. majority of the Supervisors, This meeting was held on
the 7th of )1a.y, and was attended by the representatives of
(~"ery town. Its first act W8.8 to make lIr. Brown permanent
chairman. It then resolved to ,'f l(',tj i l 8 i d , I' the vote of the previous
meeting deferring action in regard to the court-house until the
annual meeting; but from ignorance of parliamentary law,
they did not reconsider it; hut l..)u.vill~ it unrepealed, they ap
pointed Messrs. Brown, Young HIl.I Hunkins a. committee to
rebuild.. and instructed them ., to outer into contract on or before
the 20th instant." Every member of this committee was hostile
to the Monticello location. It was feared at first that they

~ Both Haukins and Johl18l;n were at first bitte-rly oppos--d to Brown: but byI'" iiltully rnanipulating thtir vulu-ral-le poiu ts, tb".f h~,·&.m(: t:ntin:-ly subservient to his
purposes.
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would cause to be erected a cheap and useless edifice: but this
contingency was guarded against by the law of April 22d. On
the t)th of March, the Board had adopted the plans and speeifi
cations of T. ~I. Niven, This plan was for H. ~t(lllP-bl1iltling,

each and every part of 'which was specified or tl(\seribctl; and
the law providing for Commissioners to rebuilt], authorized them
to proceed with the work if the Supervisors did ,lt,l iJ/ak" a lsm«
tide contract h!l the 20tll oJ- J/oy, "for tlw buillh''''~1 (!r" ....oid ('(}I{I"t

house ruul [oil accordlnq to the Jll/.n and '''})t'J'!!il'fff it)/(8 (lln'ad!!
adopted by il« Board," etc.

.After transacting the business for which they had met, the
Board adjourned to the 20th of )Iay.

On the any of adjonnnneut, a full Board W:1S again present.
::\Iessrs. Brown, Young and Haukins rcporte.l that tlH'y lind
contracted with Samuel Bull, of ()ra)Jgt~ «ountv, to build tho
court-house according to the plan of T. )1. ~ i~'f~ll, for ~(j.;)()().
This SHIll was ~1,500 less than the t~:.;tjl1l:tt(~lll'ost. The Trt':tS
uror was authorized to borrow five thou-cuul .lollur» on the
credit of the county as part of the l'ost of building. Fifty ,loll:u"")
were allowed T. )1. Xiven for his pIau-just olJ('-llalf the amount
»rigiually authorized to be paid for it. Prohal)]y resentment
more than economv determined the rewurd he rece-ivei]. Jlt)ssl'~.

Brown, Young an(1 \'·hecler were appointed to superintend the
huildiug, with power to appoint an agellt residing in lIonti<."t~llo,

and l\Iessl's. Brown, Young and Hankins Were continued a
building committee,

The Superintendents appointed John P. Jones their ag~nt,

and iuude it his duty to require the contractor to construct the
building in a workmanlike manner,

)Ir. Bull commenced the job without delay. He at once proved
that he was a rigid economist, He put up a barrack-like
shanty of rough boards on the north line of court-house square,
where he fed and lodged his workmen. He imported his
own provisions, ana brought with him a. company of en
ergetic, industrious workmen. A man who was a laggard, or
required a moment's rest from early morn to sundown,
could not remain in his employment a single day. The work
was performed in a manner advantageous to himself, Mr. Jones
was not satisfied 'with it, and in his hesitating, stammering way,
found much fault. " A-ah-Mr. Bull," he would say, " these-
ah-stones 'will not-c-ah-e-make a good wall; and-ah-this
mortar has not-c-ah-i-cnough lime in it." )Ir. Bull would not
pause an instant in what he was doing; but would look at the
agent, smiling blandly and with a cunning' twinkle in his eyes,
"0, yes, I sec, )Ir. Joues!" .And everything would go on in

• Thl~ is thl~ procis« 1R1Jl-"Ua;;I' of th~· resolution.
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precisely the old manner, His 'workmen annoyed l\Ir. -Iones in
everv conceivable wav. no doubt to the secret satisfaction of
their employer, so that· the visits of the agent became" few and
far between."

At the annual meeting of the Board in November, the office
of agent or superintendent was discontinued ; and the building
committee and committee of superintendence were consolidated.
Messrs. Brown, Hunkins and St. -Iolm were chosen to discharge
the duties. From this time, Mr. St.•Tohn practically had charge
of the building. But his appointment was too late. He was
fearless and energetic, R~ well as a good judge of such work as
Mr. Bull was engaged in, and if he had had an oversight of it
from the beginning, the irregularities of the contractor would
have been regulated, and the necessity for expending manJ hun
dred dollars subsequently for repairs, would not have existed.

In Novemher, 1845. the building was completed; but the roof
leaked so badly that the Board refused to accept it. or pay Mr.
Bull the fnll amount specified in the contract until the defect
was remedied.

In addition to $0,500. l\It.. Bull received $290 ior extra work,
making altogether $6.790.

While the old safety-fund system prevailed, several attempts
were made to establish a bank in Monticello ; but without
success. This resulted from several causes. 1. The principal
moneyed men of the place were merchants, whose capital was
profitably invt~ste(~ in trade, yielding them twenty-five per cent.
profit on sales, WIth seven per cent. on all overdue accounts.
2. There 'was a lack of unity among those who were able to
take stock. 3. There W:l.S not a sufficient amount of surplus
funds to start a bank, 'without the aid of neighboring towns and
villages. The principal source from which subscriptions were
expected outside of Monticello was BloomiI\gbur~h-a. place
then deemed of much importance financially-and Blooming
burgh desired a bank of her own. 4. Those who bad money
had invested it in bonds and mortgages-then a favorite method
of loaning it. Money loaned on such security generally escaped
taxation, and earned seven per cent., and too often commanded
more than legal interest.

One of these movements to found a moneyed institution at
the county-seat was madr- in 1832. On Christmas of that lear,
a meeting was held at the Mansion House of Stephen Hamilton,
the object of 'which W~~ to "petition the Legislature for the
incorporation of a Bank" in :l\Ionticelloo John P. Jones was
chairman, and Peter F. Hunn, secretary. Apparently the f$en
tlemen who attended were unanimously in favor of the project,
Hiram Bennett, R. S. Street, A. C. Niven, George O. Belden and
Peter F. Hunn were appointed a committee to procure informa-
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tion as to the necessity for a Bank, which, with the 'petition, was
to be laid before the Legislature. At this time the people of
Bloomingburgh were anxion, to establish a Bank in their vil
lage, and had taken steps 'with that object in view, for which
they were censured by the Monticello Watclnnan. 'l'hat journal
expressed fears that a Bank at Bloomingburgh would be con
trolled by the capitalists of other counties, and boldly declared
that it might as well be located on the summit of Shawangunk
mountain as at its eastern base. Beyond this, it does not ap
pear that much was done at either place, at that time, to create
such an institution, and the matt-er remained in abeyance until
January, 1839, 'when the subject was again agitated," and it was
proposed to establish in ~Ionticello a Bank with a capital of
$100,000, under the general banking-law'. 'I'he proposition, how
ever, was fruitless.

In January, 1840, Benoni H. Rowen, jr., of Buffalo, an
nounced his intention to establish the" Liberty Bank of Bock
land, in the TIllage of Rockland," with a capita] of $100,000, and
the privilege of increasing the same to $5,000,000. The neces
sary papers were filed by him in the County Clerk's office; but
he was deterred from proceeding further In the matter, by an
exposure in the newspapers. It was evidently his intention to
have his Bank located nominally where bill-holders would not
find it easily, while its owner or owners transacted its business in
Buffalo. The project was as shallow as the Bank would have
been fraudulent.

Our financial mountain had suffered from parturient pains for
nearly twenty years; but owing to congenital perversity, there
was no issue of bills, great or small, when a. private individual
commenced the business of banking in Monticello, without the
croaking and cackling which usually precede important events
in villages of limited magnitude. The owner of this bank
(Frederick M. St. John) was a junior clerk in his brother's store
after the first effort was made to start a bank in the village;
had grown to man's estate; engaged in business, and made a
comfortable fortune, while the magnates of the county-seat were
devising a method to establish such an institution. This fact
is not a pleasant one to contemplate; but it DILlY serve as a
beacon to guard against the evils which grow out of personal
piques and enmities where the int-erests of all would be pro
moted by harmony and good will.

The new institution was known as the Sullivan County Bank.
Its capital was $51,159.69. It would have done a. yerJ profita
ble business, if it had continued to occupy the ground alone;
but it soon had a rival. ",Ve will not stop to inquire whether
this rival would hale had an existence if St, John had not gone
mto the business. It i~ sufficient to say, that nearly all the
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wealthy men of the place, with some of the neighboring towns,
came promptly forward and subscribed to stock of the Union
Bank o~ Sullivan County, amounting in the aggregate to $115,000.
On tne 11th of December, 1850. a meeting was held, of which
A. C. Niven 'Mas president and John D. 'Vatkins, secretary.
The articles of association were signed by those present, and
ten per cent. on upwards of $100~OOOlromptly paid in. The
following gentlemen were then electe directors : Nathan S.
Hammond, Archibald C. Niven, Gad "Tales, Ephraim L. Burn
ham, Giles M. Benedict, James H. Foster, George Bennett,
Henry F. 'Yells, Sheldon Strong, John D. "'"atkins, Nathaniel
Gildersleeve, Charles S. Woodward, Spencer 1\1. Bull, Austin
Strong, Stephen Smith and Richard D. Childs. Nathan S.
Hammond was chosen President. On the 27th of January,
1851, the capital stock 'was all paid in. George Bennett was
elected Cashier, and John A. Thompson, Attorney. On the
24th of March, the bank commenced business, and ha~s continued
to do so until the present time." During its existence it has
had but two cashiers (George Bennett and Israel P. Tremain.)

In 1852, the Sullivan Count)" Bank commenced 'winding up
its affairs, and soon ceased to exist. Mr. St. tTohn 'was its sole
manager, and at the same time carried on an extensive mercan
tile business.

In 1842, it may be said, commenced an era of improvement,
The corporation of the village 'was revived, its by-laws enforced,
and the construction of sidewalks commenced. A course of
lectures was also delivered on scientific, speculative and histo
rical subjects by residents of the village. The list of lecturers
embraced such men as Rev. Janu~s Adams, "'""i11iam B. Wright,
Andrew Hamersly, Rev. Edward K.. Fowler, and Daniel M.
Angell, as well as William J. Clews, John "-. Myers, 'Villiam
C. Gogswell, James E. Quinlan, and others. The ·lectures were
free, and were attended by large audiences. As the attractive
ness of the village increased, non-residents found purchasers
for their houses and lots, old edifices 'were modernized, new
ones built, and ,1, steady and healthy, hut not rapid growth has
continued until the present time.

Perhaps nothinz will illustrate more vividly the spirit 'which
fonnerly prevaile~ among the residents of Mon ticello, than a
brief account of the various efforts made bv them to construct
a plank-road from that place to SOln0 point 011 the line of the
New York and Erie Railroad.

The plank-road project originated in 1849. On the 24th of
Feb~ary of that year, a meeting was held at Wiggins' hotel,
at which James E. Quinlan, Munson L. Bushnell and George W.

• It has been re-organized as a NatioD&l Bank.
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Lord were appointed a committee to collect and report facts in
regard to plank-roads ; Nathan S. Hammond, \Villiam E. Cadv
and .Jnnles H. Foster to ascertain the amount that could be sa
cured to construct a road from Mon ticello to the New York and
Eric railway; and Htephell Hamilton, J olin P. Jones and Eli
Fairchild to uscertaiu the most practicable route. The several
committees 'were requested to report at an adjourned meeting
on the ensuing Hth of March, None of the committee-men peI:
formed any of the work assigned them except J ames E. Quin
lan, who gave a history of plank-roads; the mode and cost of
their construction and maintainance ; facts to show their utili tv;
an estimate of their profits to stockholders and the public ; ..a
synopsis of statutory provisions respecting them, etc. His re
port 'was mainly based on legislative documents. 'Ve would
give it in full, as it had <\11 important bearing on the formation
of several plank-road compuuios : but these enterprises were,
without exception, unfortunate. In not a single (~a~e were the
plank relaid, and when the road was not abandoued, it was rt'
constructed of otlu-r materinl.

After the reading of the report, Stephen Huiuilton. Eli H. Pel
ton and "''''illialll It. Stewart we-re appointed a couuu itte« to ~x

plore rO~lt~s-:.llHl obtain subseri.ptioll~to,sto.<:k ; (-h'ol"g(~ w. Lord•
•James }.... Quinlan and Frederick 1\1. St. -Iolm were ChO:-'(.~Il to
collect funds to dt~fray incidental expenses, The meeting then.
adjourned to the first :\lolhlay of April; but it failed to meet
again on that day. Sometime during the month, however, 1'10n
ticello and its neighborhood were canvasse-d, and it was ascer
tained that capitalists and others were willing to subscribe au
aggregate amount of about ~20,OOO, if the road was made to
Otisville, Port .Jervis, or Cuddebackville.

On the 8th of .Juue, hooks were opened for subscriptions.
Fourteen thousand dollars of stock were taken, and five per cent.
paid. The following named persons were chosen directors :
Nathan S. HanlHloud, president; "·illiaul E. Cady, treasurer;
Archibald C. Niven, clerk; Stephen Hamilton, -Iohu P. Jones,
John 'V. Swan, Watson 'V~ Gilman, Lewis ·'V. Cuddeback and
J. Ho\\"ard rrillotson.

w. B. Vedder, a competent engineer, was soon after employed
to su I'vey the route, who reported that the best location wa.; by
the W lV of Gilnnui'« ana Cuddebackville to Otisville. 'I'his did
not materially interfere with the road of the l\Iount Hope and
Lumberland Turnpike Compauy. Ou the 20th of September,
the directors adopted this route, ::\Iessrs. JOlle~, Niven and
Cady dissenting on account of assurauces which they had given
to the people of Port -Iervis. A contract for the purchase of a.
part of the turnpike was then made with Abraham Cuddeback,

In Jnnuarv, 18;jo-, the citizens of Otisville and Cuddeback... .
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'Ville had subscribed their required quotas of stock; but a few
shares were not yet taken in 'I'hompson. The prospect Wag 80
encouraging, that the directors advertised for tl,OOO,OOO feet of
plank and timber. Soon after proposals for construction 'wele
issued. Hut unexpected difficulties were encountered. Cudde
back repudiated hili contract. '!'he directors differed about tho
location of the road and other matters, and 'when a responsible
contractor offered to make the road for less than the estimate
of the engineer, a portion of those who controlled the com
pany's affairs declined to proceed further in the matter. The
Monticello directors claimed that the derelict portion of the
compa.ny resided in Cuddebackville and Otisville, and a meeting
was held on the 22«1 of May, at which the people of Thompson
threatened to avoid both places by running the road to a point
four miles west of Otisville; but the threat had no eftect on
those at 'whom it was directed,

After this, until the summer of 1852, impotent efforts were
made to secure a plauk-roud to Port -Iervis, to Otisville, via
'I'annersdale and Westbrookville, etc. ~Ieetillgti were held, and
pronunciamentos issued through the village-press, duly verified
by substantial chairmen and expert secretaries ; which 'were as
barren of results as a. useless expenditure of blank cartridges.
In the meantime, the Port .fervis and l\Iongnup Valley Plank
Road. Company 'was organized, and the construction of its road
pU8h~ vigorously, anl~ the scheme openly a,:owed of extending
It to Liberty, The MIddletown and Bloomiugburgh road was
completed, and an extension under way to Wurtsborough, and
a further extension advocated to "restfield Flat.", via Sandburgh,
Fallsburgh, Liberty, Parksville and Purvis. Thompsonville
also caught the fever, and in conjunction with citizens of Glen
Wild and Wurtsborough, formed a company. Eighteen thou
sand dollars 'were subscribed, and ~IoJltict'llo was invited to
raise enough to make a road to connect at 'I'hompsonville ; but
Monticello failed to unite with her sister-village. The proposed
OQ.{lital of the company was $~O,~OO. 9stcnsibly, the ?ompany
failed to undertake the construction of Its contemplated Improve
ment because $2,000 of its stock were not taken.

In the sunnuer of 1851, there was a. decided inclination in
Monticello to make the road to Wnrtsborough. -Iames H. Fos
tel', Stephen Hamilton, .John P .•Jones and .A.• C. Niven called a.
meeting on the 11th of Angnst, when the "books" were re-opened,
and a committee in a single day obtained subscriptions nearly
sufficient to complete the work. \V'illialll \Y. Reeve was em
ployed to survey the route, and on the ~;)th of November, .Johu
Dougherty, Eli H. Pelton, Simon 1\1'l1l1l and Harvey R. Mords
were ChOReD directors, Having nceomplished this much, the
chronic di~llC):.:jti('ll to squabble about the route manifested
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itself afresh. Some were for the Port Jervis, some for the Otie
ville, and others for the Wurtsborough terminus. As the dis
putants were generally magnates in village and town-affairs, it
18 probable the controversy would have been carried on until
the consummation of sublunsrv affairs, if rival roads had not
been projected and in progreu"of construction in the quarters
already noted.

On the 5th of May, 1852, another meeting was held in Mon
ticello, and the ever-opening "books" again brought forward.
It was announced that this was the " last effort ;" but these finn!
attempts were like the wares of Peter Pilular, the razor-strop
vender-there was always one more left.

On the 2~th of July, a final meeting 10(lS held, at which a
plank-road company was organized by the election of a board
of directors composed of the following named persons : Nathan
S. Haunnond, president; Richard Oakley, treasurer ; Spencer
lIe J3ull, secretary; Harvel R. Morris, James Graham, Archi
bald C. Niven, and Edwm K. Gale. The purchase of the
turnpike between Monticello and Wurtsborough, including the
Neversink bridge, was recommended, and the terms proposed
by the turnpike company approved.

From this time there was concert of action, and th~ work was
SOOn after put under contract. In due time it was completed.

'Vhen their improvement was finished, it wus found that the
company was several thousand dollars in debt, The earuinzs
of the road, however, discharged all liabilities. Xo divic1ell~
were paid for several Jears in consequence of this indebtedness,
and the conversion of the road to a stone road, This change
was made because it was found that a planked thoroughfare, al
though adruiruble at first, soon became rough and uneven by
the unequal wearing of the material of which it was constructed;
that the expense of re-planking was too great for profit; and
that a Mc.A.daillized road was in every respect preferable.

ThH uffairs of the conlpany have been managed with admira
ble prudence. Its road has been one of the best in the county,
and for many years it is believed that its dividends 'were large.
.A.s to this, however, nothing is known with certainty beyond the
fact that those who owned stock considered it 1:iO desirable tha.t
they did not offer it for sale.

The life of 'Villiam B. 'Vright docs not afford an example of
successful industry or brilliant genius. H6 was a man of talent,
but indolent. In him, with a mind broad aud deep, there was
a natural tendency to stagnation. A breeze disturbed ita
placidity; but it required an earthquake to move its depths.

He was of Irish blood, the son of Samuel and Mnrtha Brown
'Vri~ht, and was born in Newburgh, New York, on the 16th of
April, 1H06. Ria father was a mechanic, and a man of small

39
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means. The son was early sent to the glebe-school of New
burgh, where he continued until his twelfth year, when he
attended an academv for a short time. After this he was
employed in a book-store, When fifteen years old, he was
apprenticed to Ward ~I. Gazely, a printer and publisher of his
uative town. Here he labored at the case and prass for several
years, and spent what leisure he had in miscellaneous reading.
From doing press-work at this period of his life, it is supposed
he acquired a. slight physical deformity. This he carefully
concealed. It was known to but few excE:;pt his tailor, whose
art was employed to make his customer s shoulders appear
svmmetrical,

.. Aft-er the expiration of his apprenticeship, he commenced the
study of law with Ross & Knevels, who were leading members
of the bar of Orange county. How he managed to pay his ex
penses while a. law-student is unknown to us. As he was B
ready and vigorous writer, and an expert compositor, it is not
improbable. that the means of his support were drawn from the
printing-offices of the pla-ce.

After studying the prescribed time, he was licensed as an at
torney, and for a short period practiced law in Newburgh. It
docs not ap:pen.r that his success was remarkable, for he engaged
soon after ill editing "The Beacon," an anti-Jackson paper.
His articles were keen and severe, and much applauded by his
political friends, In a few months" The Beacon" was discon
tinued.

In 1831, he removed to Goshen, and practiced law in the of
fice of Samuel J. Wilkin. He also became the editor of the
"Orange County Patriot." As a writer he displayed much
ability. He was caustic and forcible, and, like nearly every ed
itor of that day, resort-ed to personal vituperation. Few jour
nalists could. lash a political opponent more severely than Wil
liam B. ""right. In the heat of controversy, he applied the
scourge with a vigor and will which were never lessened by the
contortions of the unfortunate victim. It is said that he as
sailed Mr. Chaffee, a rival editor of Goshen, with such severity,
that the latter was prostrated by paralysis, from which he never
recovered.

Mr. "\\?right, perhaps, regretted the necessity of these excesses.
They were then an essential ingredient of editorial life. The
mass of mankind were so depraved that a journalist was con
temned who did not cater to vitiated appetites. His own party
despised him if he did not use the weapons of a blackguard.
Even in our own time, too many Christian parents who guard
their children against the debasing influences of the rat-pit, the
race-course and nude theatricals, will place in the hands of their
offspring journals which assail private character and reek with
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vulgarity and obscenity. Brutal sports fire not as debasing :t~

brutal literature. Ruffians who assail each other with hunds
and feet and teeth, are no worse than the creatures who, with a
public press at their control, and their hearts convulsed by de
moniac passions, seek to blast ana blacken each other's reput.i
tion. In the commission of such offenses, we have been a sin
ner among sinners; but it affords us pleasure to sny, that we
have seldom met an editorial brother who did not privately <1t\
plore his offenses against ~ood taste and SOlIDd morality; and
who did not regret that editorial intercourse was not governe-1
by the same rules which control the conduct of the cultivated
and refined.

In April, 1835, Mr. "~l'i~ht opened n. law-office in ~ronticell().

in the building now occupied for the same purpose by -Iudg«
Bush. At that time, Randall S. Street, .A.l'ehibald C. Niven, Pt'
ter F. Hunn, Seth 'V. Brownson and ,rillianl B. 'Vri~ht wert>
the only lawyers in Monticello. Indeed, there wus but one
more in the county, (Alpheus Dimmick. of Bloomingburgh).
'There was but one of these gentlemen who earned more than
his expenses. Street soon after died, Huuu removed from the
county, and Brownson closed his office. The legal business of
the county, it may be said, was monopolized for several years by
Niven, 'V right and Dimmick. Nevertheless, ,yright remained
poor and Dimmick did not get rich. For fifteen years previous
to the adoption of the third Constitution of New York, there
'was a dearth of legal business in HnHinlu. This will appear
from the annexed memoranda of the courts of 1845 :

CIRCUIT COl:RTS.-Two terms. No causes on the calendar,
and none tried, Grand -Iurors' f8e~. ~ll~: Petit -Iurors', 8115;
Sheriff and Constables', $±~.50; Crier's, ~(j. Total, $275.;')0.

COtH\"TY COFHTS.-Two civil causes during the Year. Both
tried. Agh"rt:~gate amount of verdicts, ~8;"). Tw() certlor« ,·i.~
decicled-one affirmed-one reversed. -TurIges fe-s for attend
ing County Courts, $126; Oyer and Terminer, $4f30; Grand
,Jurors' fees, $120; Petit Jurors', $171; Sheriff and Constables',
$100; Crier, $18.75; County Clerk, ~~1H.OH.

Surrogate's fees, $;JOS.88. Supreme Court Commissioner's,
$10. Fees of Examiners ill Chancer,", 8178.~(.L

Number of judgun-nts docketed ilt Court of Common Pleas,
$2; damages, $32,~HtttU; costs, ~1,iJ;jO.;j7.

In -Iuuunrv, 1847, there was not a convict from Sullivan
county ill Sb~'te Prison.

ThZ>se were ...Arcadian days. The people imagined they could
be improved, They made radical changes ill the organic law of
the State, and brought upon them-.-I vcs a host of official
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locusts, ~hose greed increases, year after year, in geometrical
progression.

Mr. Wrighi W88 not successful as ., lawyer. A dearth of
litigation and his love of ease, sufficiently account for his failure.
He was un.fit~ fo~ ihe every-day business ...?f his .prof~ss~on.
He was so slow ill h18 movements that A. C. NIven, his principal
competitor, outflanked him and outmanceuvred him in almost
every contest.

The last three or four of his professional years were the
darkest of his life. To indulgence of habit he added indulgence
of appetite. In 1844, he lost the office of Surrogate, to which
he had been appointed in 1840. It had enabled him to "keep
the wolf from hIS door." He W88 now glad to take the office of
Supervisors' Clerk. Its salary, (one hundred dollars.) I\ot the
work and honor, was the inducement, He was also J ustiee of
the Peace. His necessities were limited. Throughout his life
he had found it necessary to stint himself in money-matters.
He W88 scrupulously honest in business-affairs, Hence he
sought these insignificant positions-insignificant, at least, for 8

man of his ability. He was poor, and his disregard of sanitary
Iaws caused the seeds of disease to germinate in his system.
Poverty and death threatened to terminate his days. Respect
able physicians pronounced his case beyond their skill, Appa
rently his life was a. failure-his sacrifices and struggles to
emerge from poverty and obscurity fruitless, Aai the regular
medical faculty had abandoned him, he abandoned them, and
put his life in the hands of a quack, whose prescriptions were
not in vain. There was a gradual improvement in }Ir. \Yright's
bodily condition, although for several years his arms were par
tially paralyzed.

While his prospects were worst, two or three things occurred
which gave an upward tendency to his life: The New York and
Erie Railroad company endeavored to violate theii- promise to
locate their road through the county, which caused much indig
nation in the interior towns, and Mr. Wright became the cham
pion of the discontented. The anti-rent controversy took place,
General Niven became the attorney of the landlords, He had
been regarded as the leader of the democracy. The whig lead
ers took advantage of this fact, and it enabled them to control
the anti-rent vote, which was uniformly cast for the local candi
dates of the whig party. Sullivan had been a strong democratic
county; but the democracy were rendered impotent by the hos
tility of the anti-rent party, and the foolish jealousies and biek
erings of its prominent members.

Under such circumstances, Mr. Wright became the candidate
of whigs and others for the Constitutional Convention of 1846.
His opponent was Charles S. Woodward. Mr. Wright was elected
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by a majority of 55. The vote stood for William B. Wright,
1,304:; for Charles S. Wooc!ward, 1,249; for Robert Maffit, jr.,
19. As a member of the Convention, he occupied a respectable
position, although we believe he did not succeed in engrafting
upon the constitution anything which he originated. He made
several speeches which compared favorably with those of men
who enjoyed a much wider reputation, and which added much
to his importance in the eyes of his constituents.

At' the November election of 1846, he was again a successful
candidate for office. He was then run for Member of Assembly
by the whigs and anti-renters against Jonathan Stratton, the
democratic nominee. Wright's friends claimed that he was
8:1so the anti-railro~d c0n;tpany ca~didate. Their representa
tions had great weight with the friends of the central route,
It was notorious that he could make a sound and able argument,
and that in this respect no member of the legisCature would
excel him. The influence of oratory on legislation was then
held in undue importance, and the fact was entirely ignored that
there were other and more efficient agencies, (while they were
equally honorahle,) by which favorable enactments could be
secured, and unfavorable ones defeated. Wright received 1,72H
votes; Stratton, 1,387. The history of the Assembly of which
'Vright was a member, proves that he was not as influential
in advocating the interests of Sullivan, as MemberR 'who pr~

ceded him. The}" had defeated the efforts of the New York and
Erie Railroad Company; the company procured the legislation
they desired during his term of office. He made unanswerable
arguments in favor of the interior route; but a paid lobbv
rendered his speeches of no avail, and afforded another evidence
of the fact that a half dozen whipper-snappera who are acquainted
with the ways of legislation, can defeat the efforts of those who
possess massive but inert brains.

At the Judicial election held on the 7th of June, 1847,
Willia.Jn B. 'Vright, Ira Harris, Malbone Watson and Amasa .J0

Parker, were elected .Justices of the Supreme Court of the
Third District, By allothient Wright's term of office was two
years, Harris' four, Watson's six and Parker's eight years. In
1849, 'Vright was re-elected, and served a full term of eight
years, In 1857, he was elected for four Jears vice Malbon~

Watson, deceased.
In 1861, he was nominated by the republican party for Judge

of the Court of Appeals, and was elected. He served in that capa
city until the .Januarv term of 1868, when he died. At the time
of his decease, he ,vas the Chief or Presiding Judge of the court.*

" "The judge of the Court of Appeal. elected hy the electors ot the State, who
.ball have tho shortest time to serve, shall be the chief judge of said court,"

rLa1D~0/1847, chapler 280, § 5.
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In consequence of Mr. Wright's death, there was a meeting
of distinguished lawyers at the ca~ital. Alex. S. Johnson was
called to the chair. Lyman 'I'remain, John K. Porter, William
M. Evarts, and others were appointed a committee to reJ!Od
appropriate resolutions. Alfred B. Street delivered an eulogium
on the deceased. The committee, through Mr. Tremain, their
chairman, reported among other things that "from the position
of a lawyer, attracting but little attention beyond the range of
u local bar, he (Judge Wright,) suddenly rose into distinction,
and for more than twenty years maintained his eminence, until
he reached the highest position known in our administration of
justice. The qualities which evoked these results are worthy of
our attention and admirati .n.

" Never brilliant, flashing no corrnscations of wit or eloquence
npon his auditory, and excitinz no wonder by any outbreak
from the ordinary level of life, 11e was yet steadily, uniformly
and ttlways characterized by unvarying good sense, sound
judgment, instinctive integrity, and an exemption from those
personal influences which so often warp the minds of even
the greatest men from their true balance.

•,So thorough was the conviction of all men who knew him
of the existence of those qualities, that unshaken confidence in
the uprightness of his course attended p,very man whose
interests, whether of life, liberty or property, were submitted to
his determination; and his example teaches us that while we
Inay struggle against the power of genius and 'wit, we yield
without reluctance to the charm of good sense and sound
integrity."

'Ya.rd Hunt, who became Chief Judge on the decease of ~Ir.

Wright, announced his death to the Court of Appeals, and
declared that "his enduring monument will be found in the
reports of the decisions of this Court. Patient, laborious,
learned, clear-minded and discriminating, he ranks honorably
in that long line of distinguished men who have presided on
this bench. / '\

"The steadiness and evenlv balanced character of hie mind
was its prominent feature. He was never deluded by sophis
tries or deceived by subtleties. Unembarrassed by speculative
tendencies, his strong native sense at once cut the Gordian knot
which he could not untie. His instinct condemned the fallacies
which he could not readily refute, and time and deliberation
enabled him by reason and authority effectually to exploder
them. He grasped the strong points of his case, clung to them
with tenacitv, and vindicated them 'with learning and ability.

"In personal character and manners -Iudge Wright was
singularly unaffected and unostentatious. I know of no man
more eminently inteqer rita' 8~'('1e-ri.~/IllP PU}"II.~. 'Under a some-



THE TOWN OF TBOM.P80N. 615

what austere demeanor, he was kind and gentle, yielding much
to others, claiming little for himself, cordial to his associates,
familiar and unreserved in the social circle."*

Judge Wright's funeral was attended by the Governor of the
State, the Judges of the Court of Appeals, and a large con
course of distinguished citizens.

In a previous paragraph we have alluded to the fact that Mr.
Wright s necessities Were limited. This was the natural result
of the narrow means at his command in early life. ,,:e do not
believe that his income ever amounted to a thousand dollars
per year until he was made a Justice of the Supreme Court.
After his elevation to the bench, his good fortune did not make
him profuse in his expenditures, except for religious purposes.
He Iived respectably, but avoided vulgar ostentation. As his
uieans increased, he led a better and purer life; and his contri
butions to the Church of which he was a. pious couuuuuicant
and an honored warden, were large, aud iuade without reluct
ance.

It is said that at his death he left a very comfortable fortune,
which he acquired from his salary a~ J ustioe of the Supreme
Court and Judge of the Court of Appeals,

For several veal'S previous to his decease he was a resident
of Kingston, N. Y. Before his removal from Monticello, he
married l\Iiss Martha Ann Crissev, by whom he had but one
child, a daughter, who married Leru, a 80n of Rev. James
Adams, Judge 'Vright and Joung Adams both died but a few
Jays after the marriage,

On the 17th of September, 1857, a whirlwind passed from the
farm of Coo Durland, in Kinne Settlement, to 'I'hompsonville.
It destroyed a part of Durland's orchard; unroofed the
cow-house of Cholbe F. Royce; destroyed a barn of Peter
B. 'Vebster, and prostrated his orchard; wrecked a barn of
Stephen Hamilton, moving it with sixty tons of hay from its
foundation ; ruined the fences, fruit-trees, house, barn and
sheds of Truman Smith ; mowed a swarth one-eighth of a mile
wide through the woods of Shelden Strong, M. L. Bushnell,
Coe Dill and Philip Shafer; carried a house of William McCul
Iough several rods, and dropped it upon the ground, where it
was torn to fragments; greatly damaged. the house of James
Welsh, a shed of Philip Shafer, and the mill and turning-shop
of Robert 'I', Hall; and left little except the cellar of the dwell
ing of William Kane. Beyond this ~)int, trees were blown
down, crops destroyed, etc.; but no buildings injured. Of such
tremendous force was the hurricane, that it thrust pieces of
boards two feet in length at least twelve inches perpendicu-

• Tiffany'" ~~l\' York flt'portlio, volume :r1, r&g~ 693.
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t\Tly into the ground-removed heaT!' atones from walls, etc,
Ifhe path of the storm was from & point a few degrees south of
west to Q, corresponding point north of east, while the uprooted
trees laid almost directly across the track, showing that the cur
rent of air was from the south-east, near the earth's surface.
.At Kane's six persons were eating supper, when there was a.
sudden shock, and the next moment the building had disap
poo.red, and its late occupants were scattered over an adjoining
field, bruised and bleedln~. Although several persons were
wounded, no one was fatally injured.

John Quinn and -Iohn Price, while going to their "pork ill the
woods near George 'v. Barnum's mills, on the 20th of J anllary,
186:~, were induced to .leave the road they were on by the bark
ing of their dogs, and found that the animals had discovered a
13.r~~ bear. The latter was at the entrance of its lair, where it
had four cubs, which it guarded with great ferocity against the
approaches of the dogs. Having nothing but nxes with them,
Price went after a gnn, while his companion remained to watch
the bear. The dogs in the meantime" skirmished" with bruin.
One of them approaching too near, was caught and would have
been speedily killed hy the bear, if the other cur and Quinn had
not taken an active part in the fight. Quinn struck the monster
with his axe, when it made a rush at him. In attempting to
avoid it. he exposed his rear, when the animal, with a sweep of
one of its paws, carried away his coat-tail. At this moment, he
was in grea.t peril, and 'would have lost his life, if one of the
dogs had not laid hold of the brute's haunches, causing the bear
to turn" right about" and face its four-footed assailant. Quinn
then managed to give it a heavy blow on the head with his
axe, which put an end to the fight. His friend soon after re
turned with a gun, when they fired two charges into the bod)" oJ.
the disabled monster. Thev also secured the cubs.

Quinn's weight was but 125 pounds, while the bear's W~~ 300.
On the 6th of September, 18H5, William ""igley and .Joseph

Turner 'were suffocated in a well. This well was on the farm of
John Waller, senior, about four miles south of Monticello. It
had been dry some time. On the Ist day of the month, Wigley,
in company with Joseph Conklin, descended to its bottom, and,
after removing some rubbish, drilled a hole, and attempted to
explode a blast. Owing to the unsuspected presence of foul
air at the bottom, the fuse would not ignite, The well was then
covered and remained covered until the Hth, when 'Vigley again
went down to gather the straw, etc., which had been used to fire
the blast. 'Vhile thus engaged, and after he had been
at the bottom about fifteen minutes, he fell upon his face,
as if he had fainted. Mr. Waller, who was an infirm old man,
immediately alarmed the neighbors. lIr., Turner was among
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the first to reach the spot, and Immediately went down with a
rope to ~?igle~·'s body, and then retraced his steps until he had
reached within three feet of the top, when he swooned and fell
No one then dared to descend, and no me811S 'Were at hand to
expel the deadly ga.~ from the well. Every plan ow.ohich could
he thought of, however, '-as tried to raise the bodies, but with..
out success until three hours had elapsed. The unfortunate
men continued to breathe for about one-third of this time. '.!'Iter
were both young men of exemplary character. A few week~
previously 'Yigley had been mustered out of the army, in which
he had served creditably for four years without receiving a
"8Crareh.

For several years previous to 1866,· one of the lmbilur« of
Thompson was Joel "'''. McKee, an insane Methodist preacher.
In early life, he was of average ability and standing; but from
inherent causes his mind ultimately became unbalanced, when
n conflict arose between him and his ecclesiastical snperiors-s
he believing that he should labor energetically for the conver
sion of sinners, and fhey knowing that he should rest. Proceed
ings were about to be instituted to silence him, when, with :l

shrewdness which often characterizes the insane, he denounced
his old associates of the Church as "punkin-heads," withdrew'
from the society, and joined the Independent Methodists. of
'which Rev. John Newland Maffit and others were the founders.
After this he had no followers and no rivals in Sullivan. H 0

was the only member of his Church in the county, and ~ot into
as man)" dilemmas and scrapes as he pleased. A hundred an
ecdotes could be related of his queer sayings and acts. He wa-s
zealous in preaching; but his hearers generally were limited to
a few' irreverent young men and mischievous boys. After be
ing incarcerated twice in insane asylums, and wasting a com
fortable sum of money, which he had saved in his better days,
he found a horne in tl~e poor-house, 'where he died. 01

Nearly every locality of this town was once known as a. set
tlement. These settlements have been severally mentioned in
this chapter except Strong Settlement, 'which received its name
from Adina Strong, who came from Southbury, Connecticut,
in the spring of IHOU, with his three sons, Nehemiah. Truman
and Sheldon. The father died in the winter of 1824-5. The
sons continued to reside in the neighborhood for many Jears.
,A man named -Iolin Bedford was added to the settlement in
182{j, and subsequently Whitman Carr and others.

Glen 'Vild received its name from a remarkable glen or can
yon in its neighborhood, through which runs the outlet of Lord's
or Fonl ",Voods lake. .At the head of the glen is a beautiful
'waterfall, which adds much to the impressive wildness of the
scene. On each side of the stream the ascent is so abrupt that
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the looality was avoided OJ the lumberman and bark-peeler until
a few years since, when, not cousidernhle expense, a road was
made to penetrate the gulf, Glen 'VilJ is ill what was originally
called Miller Settlement. ..

DUTCH POND.-A cOlnpsnv of Hollanders settled near this
sheet of water previous to "'the Revolutionary war, and were
driven away bv the Indians, Hence its name. TIle first
permanent \vhite settler on its banks was Zephaniah Hutch, a
native of Conuecticut, :\Ir. Hatch brought with him but a few
hundred dollars, and, although he never followed any business
e-xcept that of farming, he bought, improved and paid for throe
or four large farms, In his old age, he returned to his nati '"6

place, where he died,

SACKElT POND.-One of the Saeketts, while engaged iu
surveying land for the Livingston family, discovered this sheet
of water, and, by common consent, it was named Sackett pond.

PI~~'"T LAKE.-This beautiful sheet of water bore its
present name as early as 1799, when the Connuissiouers of
Highways of Mamakating put on record the road running from
Thompsonville to the Mongaup. The name was probably given
it by 'Villiam .A.. 'I'hompson, who then owned the greater part
of the land. in that 'Vicinity. It covers un area of three or foul'
hundred acres, and it is"said was known to the Indians a~
Kiamesha.--an alleged word of the Lenape tongue signifying
clear water. ,,:re suspect that the aboriginal cognOillf-'n is :L

modem invention. 'I'he pike of this lake have been pronounced
equal to those caught in Germany, and superior to thoSt~ of
England. Black-bass, mullet, perch, suckers, catfish, ~l:-;, f~t.(~,.

are found in its waters, and give great satisfaction to th«
6Eicure.* Pleasant lake affords beautiful sites for country
VIllas, and it is generally believed that it will be surrounded lty
them. The Hyde farm was once a favorite resort of the
Indians, where arrow-heads, etc., have been found since its
occupation by whites. Other relics of the original inhabitants
have been discovered in the neighborhood-stone pestles, scalp
ing-knives, etc.

OLD ESGLISII POND-About one mile south-west of Lord's
pond is a natural sheet of water anciently known by this name.

• Brook-trout of very hug.: diruensious formerlv abounded in Pleasant lake. .1,~.
Waning. a i'OD of one of tho earlv sertlera, was fa.monl! for ta.kl11g then., t;om~~ (It

them weighed from four ~) s-v-u pounds, He cau~ht trom tWl'llt)" to \hiI1y ,)! fhil"
ai2e annually previous to 1~i2. A\ ce-rtain &easo:lti of the year, they visited th~\ r••)rth
Ihol'fi near the inlet, wh"n W&rriug ~"them. Th~ .[J«~ Wllod more ~xci\.ll;t; a...:.J~

~uiredmore Mkill thaw fty-fehing.
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and more recently as Mud pond. An Englishman settled here
before the Sackett road was made; but solitude and privation
were too much for his endurance, and he left. Its bed is of
mud, and it is about one-fourth the size of Lord's pond. It has
never attracted much attention, and is almost unknown to the
public.

LoRD'S PO!\D.-This is the largest sheet of water in the town.
It 'was once surrounded by a dense jungle of rhod odendrons,
and to a considerable extent by marshes, upon which was found
the somewhat rare plant known as the Indian Pitcher. The
pond was discovered by a hunter named Gonsalus. He and his
companions, when they visited the Barrens, found nothing to
impede their wanderings; but west of their hunting-ground the
woods were almost impassable. Hence they termed the latter
the Foul 'Voods. The pond being ill those woods was called bv
them the pond of the Foul 'Yoods, It retained this name until
1806, when John Lord opened a log-tavern near the house
of Charles Van \Yaggoner, when the old appellation wus no
longer the common 011P, and the lake became known as Lord's
pond. Th« pond is now owned by the Delaware k Hudson Ca
nal Company, and it is used as a feeder of the 'V'urtsborough
level. Its bottom is composed of finely comminuted vegetable
matter.

'VOI~F POSD is near the Neversink and near the line between
Mamakating and Thompson, The origin of the name is given
in the name itself. The waters of this pond are as clear as
crl~tal, and abouud in pike, perch, etc., of a superior quality.
"oU pond is a reservoir of the Delaware & Hudson Canal Com
panJ, and the neighboring hills are devoted to the production of
whortlebcrries, .

The loose stones in the vicinity of Wolf and Lord's ponds are
principally the quartz conglomerate of the Shawangunk moun
tain. If the great north-west current of geologists scattered
boulders from the Shawaugunk over Orange county, 'what
agency carried stones from the same source over the summit of
the Barrens, and deposited them on the banks of the Neversink,
near 'Volf pond?
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POPUI...~TI():s'-VALUATION-TAXATION.

Year.
I I

!Popu- ;Assessed Town Co. and
----_-_----_1 !lation., ·Value. Charge8. State.

1,300' $294,500; $218.10 $398.15
1,897; 301,384

1
561.65 643.88

2,457j 228,646, 805.70 1,44.8.12
2,610: 220,500

j
{i60.53 740.21

3,1?8! 180,216
1

8~5.~O 1,779.29
3,834, 724,118; 6t)1)~O I 5,807.20
3,5171 436,30117,5GO.2~*:l1,240.88

1810 .
1820 .
1830 .
1840 .
1850 .
1860 .
1870 .

PRESBYTERL\..~ CHURCH, MOXTIcELLo.-PresbJterianisIR in
Thompson is almost coeval 'with the settlement of the town.
As we 11ave alreadv stated, Samuel Pelton, a member of the
Goodwill Presbyterian Church of Orange county, settled near
Sackett pond in 1808~ .uid soon after commenced holding reli
gious meetings, 'wherever a few pioneers could be gathered into
the log-houses of Lis own and other neighborhoods, It was
probably at his request that the Presbytery of Hudson appointed
supplies for Monticello as early as April 25, 1807.

The Church was formally organized on the 5th of September,
1810, by the Rev. Daniel C. Hopkins, a missionary from the
General Assembly, It 'was constituted of twelve persons, seven
of whom joined by letter, and five of whom 'were received on
profession of their faith: .Jaeob Smedes, Susannah Sruedes, Sam'}
Pelton and CJTUS Lyon brought letter~ from the Wallkill
Church of Orange county; Horace Sedgwick, Sarah Hoyt and
Sarah Reynolds brought letters respectively from Hartford,
Connecticut, Norwich, Connecticut, and Rutgers-street Church,
New York; Garrett Tymeson, Eleanor Pelton, Marthu Ketcham,
Hannah Allyn and Margaret Goldsmith "had never before made
a public profession of religion."

Messrs. Samuel Pelton and Cyrus Lyon were ordained and
installed Ruling Elders, October 6th, 1810, the Rev..Andrew
King officiating by appointment of Presbytery. The Church
was organized, the Elders ordained, ana tlu- Lord's Supper
first administered in the" long room" of Curtis Lindley's hotel,
where the County Courts were also held U11 til the court-house
was erected.

• A considerable pa.rt of this sum wa~ to pav interest on the bonds given for the
construction of the Montic<,Uo uud Port J~rviti Railroad, to prevent the payment of
which & suit is pending.
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For more than eight years from its organization, the Church ap
pears, from the imperfect records kept, to have been without a
regular pastorate or even a stated supply, only as supplied bv
Presbytery, or whoever the session was able to secure. April 20:
22d, 1819, a call was presented to the !W,". Eliphalet Price for
one-half of his time. He accepted the call from :\1011t.i(~llt> a.ll(1
Wappings Creek, and was installed July 1, 1819, at 2 P. M.
The Rev. Mr. Osborn preached the sermon from Lsaiah, 40: l.
His pastorate was of one year's duration.

On the 18th of April, 1820, Rev.•John Boyd of the Presby
tery of Newton, received a call for one-half of his time. He was
installed July 5th, 1820, and was the pastor of the Church for
nearly five vears. On the 2ad of .June, 18~7, he was succeeded
by Rev. 'Yillialll l\Ic.Jilllpsey. During his pastorate the first
church-edifice of the society and of the town was built. It was
finished in December, 1828, and dedicated on the ~)th of Janu
ary,182H, and immediately afterwards Mr. )I(".riltlp~p.y preached
8. farewell-sermon. His farewell, however, was not a "long"
one; for on the 23d of June, 1829, he was again installed pastor,
and continued as such until September, 1830.

And here we should make a note in regard to the site of the
church-building-the most beautiful and commanding position
for a public edifice in Monticello.

In 1804, when John P. and Samuel F. Jones laid out the
streets of Monticello, and in doing so cut their 'way through
dense rhododendron-thickets, and marked their lines on the
t:unks of huge hemlocks, they set ap~rt tbe village-greeu as the
SIte of a court-house and a Presbyterian church, or an academy.
Soon after the formation of the county, thev executed a deed to
the Board of Supervisors to secure the objects for which they
had originally dedicated the land. Neither of them at that
time was a communicant of any Church, Samuel F. became
intemperate, and died several years before the church was built.
His bones moulder in an obscure gt·ave. John P. lived a sober
and abstemious life, and saw the first and second church-edifices
erected on the spot selected by his brother aud himself before
there was a house in Monticello. Many years before his decease,
he was added to the fold of the visible Church, and finally died
full of years and honors. His remains rppose in our first
village-graveyard which 'was selected by himself when he was
young, and which was full to repletion when he died.

From :November, 1831, to October, 1832, the Rev. Stephen
Sergeant appea.rs to have had charge of the pulpit. Mr.
Sergeant was of the Congregational order both before and after
his labors in Mouticello. Exactly what relation he bore to the
PresbJterian Church of this place we cannot now determine,
although we believe he was neither its pastor 01" :t stated supply.
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He ".:\8 succeeded by Rev. James Adams, under whose ndminis
tration the society prospered. This gentleman's useful ana
bl.uueless life should receive at our hands a suitable memorial.

Rev. Janle~ Adams WaS born near the village of Bath, Beau
fort county, North Carolina, in the year 1801. 'Vhile yet a youth,
he made a profession of religion, and soon afterwards felt it his
duty to devote his earthly lifo to tho service of his Church, In
1819, he became a pupil of tho Bloomfield (N. J.) Academy,
and remained there two years. He next entered Princeton
College, where he graduated in 182;), and then completed his
preparatory stUlS,o,: in the Theological Institution at Amherst,
After his ordination, he labored three years zealously and usc
fully us a missionary at Dundaff Pennsylvania. On the 12th
of September, 183iJ, he W,lS installed pastor of tho Presbyterian
society of Monticello. The congregation had been without a
settled minister, and IH"d suffered from dissensions. His uniform
kindness, gentleness and piety, tempered, as they were, by ~

'rigid sense of duty, endeared him to the people of his charge.
During his pastorate, that" peace which passeth all nnaerstttr'id
ing" prevailed among them, and the Church steadily increased
in numerical as well as spiritual strength. As a laborer, he waa
faithful and untiring. In addition to preaching twice on Sunday,
he superintended the Sabbath-school, lectured frequently in
some remote school-house in the evening, and also durin~ thq
week. These school-house services, it Las been as-«...rted, laid
the foundation of tho disease of which he died. The heated
and impure air; the exertion necessary to preach under such
circumstances, and the sudden transition to the frosty atmosphere
of winter, in which he was obliged to travel with clothing
dampened by perspiration, were too much for a constitution.
naturally delicate and feeble. Of these things he never com
plained, but with that sublime patience which is seldom seen 011
earth, labored on, willing to "spend and be spent:' in the
Master's service. His salary was never large; but he accepted.
it with cheerfulness and thankfulness, remembering that dumb
beasts were more comfortably fed and lodged than the Divine
Exemplar, who, 'when on earth, though he had power to sum
mon legions of angels to minister to His necessities, chose
for our example, humility and poverty. 'Yhile Mr. Adams
exhibited the harmlessness of the dove, he also manifested the
wisdom of the serpent. It is related of him that, while he was
a resident of Monticello, he inherited several slaves bv the
decease of a relative in the South. The sale of these slaves
would have placed within his reach many things which he sorely
needed: books, which a scholarly gentleman holds so dear;
means to educate his children, which a fond parent of a culti
vated intellect will strive so hard to win; rest and recuperation,
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80 grateful to an overworked brnin ; and a hundred other things
to which we might allude, But to those who knew 1\1r. Adams
it is not necessarv 10 say, that he did not sell the bondsme-n
who thus were thr~wn upon his hands. He judiciously refrained
from making public the fact that he owned this species of prop.
erty, for to some of his people it would have given offense.
He caused his negroes to be taught trades, and as soon as he
believed thev were fitted to shift for themselves, be endeavored
to manumit "them; but his benevolent intentions were frustrated
hy the negroes themselves, They refused to accept their
freedom, and untIer the laws of the Stat-e in which they were,
he could not, without the consent of his slaves, confer the hoon
so highly prized by 11lany. He was an involuntary slaveholder
until he died, although we have been told he derived no benefit
from the earnings of his chattels. They remained under the
guardiaJl~hip of a relative of )11'. Adams, while the latter was
under a contingent liability for their support.

On the 14th of September, Ift):-~. in consequence of fniling
health, 1\11'. Adams resigned his charge in l\Ionticf'llo, and within
the ensuing twelve months removed from the place. .Arter this
he ~renche(l occasionally, but was chiefly employed in teaching
until the fall of lR5G, when he wns obliged to suspend all labor.
On the 7th of February, IH;j7, he died at 'Union Church, Miss,
"He gently closed his own eyes and mouth; then folded his
bands on his breast, as if to engage in some act of devotion,
while a celestial smile settled on his countenance, and everv feat
ure expressed the serenity and meekness of his soul." .. Thus
patiently, hopefully and meekly, he died, in the 50th year of his
age.

On the 13th 'Of ,January, 18+!, the church was destroyed by
fire. 1Yithin less than one year. it was rebuilt. The new edi
fice was dedicated on the 2d of .Januarv, 184ri. While the con
gregation was without a place of 'Worship of their own, the rec...
tor of St. John's Church, with the sanction of the wardens and
vestrymen, tendered them the use of their building during the
afternoon of each Sunday, and for nearly twelve months Rev.l\Ir.
Fowler and Rev. l\Ir. Adams officiated within the same church.
For this act of Christian courtesy, the Presbyterian society pre
seated the Episcopal with a very handsome copy of the Holy
Scriptures.

Aftt~r l\Ir. Adams' resignation, the pulpit of the church was
temporarily occupied by various persons until l\Iay 11, lRM,
when the Rev. Richard C..Shimeall was installed pastor. Mr.
S. was a gentleman of considerable talent, and some idiosjncra
sies, His connection with the congregation terminated on the
1th of October, 1857.

The next pastor was the Rev. .John N. Lewis, who continued
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Iron} September 9th, 185Q, to Apri! 7, 1H~)1. RiA wife was 8 de
8c.-wltlallt of Jonathan Edwards, ClIHl pOS~~~t~\l souie of the pe
culiarities of her f."p.lt~hratt~d ancostor.

On the 17th of Ht~pteJH1)(~r, 1~(;2. tht~ ItcJv. Samuel B. DoJ was
or.luinr«l ClUU installed. His pa.~torilte continued until October
6th. ISH·!.

From :ala)" 16, 1865, to April1~G!l. the Hev, llohp.l't A Davi
Ron Was the incumbent, '!'he church was tlu-u vncuut eighteen
months. The next pastor, ltev. T. Madisoll J)a wson, was ea lie'1
in .A.ugnst., eonnneueed his labors on the Lst of Xoveruher, aBel

was installeu pastor D~eeDlber 6th, 1870. III the fall of 1S7:!
I

. ,
llS pastorate terminated, He was succeeded bJ the Ilev. lI'~Hl")'

A. Harlow, the present pastor,
Siuce its orgauizution there have been twentv Ruling ]':1,lcn"8

in the Church. 'I'he present session consist» of ·~I,~s~rs. J.:ltiJt~l'
Pelton, .Joseph 'Vallace, Ambrose D. Suiith, J«Lllll'~ If, Sl t";iUg,

Daniel H. Webster and Levi C. I.JOl111Sbury. The meuilnr...lli"p
of the Church from the beginning ha:--; heen 6-1:1 TjH~ prt-~t'llt

number of communicants is !t-;(), niueteeu of whom were <J·l.l~\l

in April, 1872. Its Sabbuth-school unuibers about l~;). ~IJlJle

time previous to 1832, the Church OWIJt~ll :1. parSOllc.tgt' .)11 the
corner of Libert)" and Main streets. This was :';<)1.1 a few years
~o. In connection with the greC\t re-union movement ill tho
Presbyterian Church, to raise a Melnorial-oft'eriug of Five .:\Iil
lions of Dollars, in March, 1872, the Church purchased a uieruo
rial-parsonage at the corners of Main aud Pleasant streets, for
whioh they have raised five thousand dollars.

B.\PI'IST CHURCH OF THOMPSOS.-SOOll after the Newlntrgh
and Cochecton turnpike penetrated Thompson, George, Jt)s~t)h

and Samuel Davies moved to the town frOIH Newburgh. At t Ito
latter place, they were members of the Baptist Church. Iu t '11.ir
new home in the wilderness, they naturully longed for what they
believed to be the true privileges and ordinances of the Gospel.
Here they were visited by their relative, Elder Luke Davies,
who was also a member of the Newburgh society, and he was
induced to preach for them and their nephews. He was so
well liked that an arrangement was made under which he
preached for them once in three weeks durin~ the years 1809,
1810 and 1811. In the winter and sprinQ of the latter year, a
remarkable revival of religion took place ill the town. Almost
all the citizens seemed to manifest anxiety in regard to the
welfare o'f their souls. Elder Dafie~ and Samuel Pelton, a
Presbyterian, were the main iustrumeuts in producing this
"religious stir," and the two fell out by the 'way as soon as au
&ttempt was made to gather the fruits of the revival. .A. furious
controversy ensued, Leading Presbyterians were determined
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that ~rr. Davies should no longer preach in the town, and put in
circulation reports about him wliich his friends declared were
"fals and schirilous." * As he was in part supported by the
Baptist Board of Missions of New York, and had a consider
able number of adherents ill the town, it was not an easv task
to drive him away. He continued to visit Thompson regularly
until the summer of 1817, wln-u h..· became one of its residents,
He also labored at Peenpack, Mamakating Hollow" and Forest
burgh.

The first step to form a Baptist Church in Thompson was
taken on the 2Hth of April, 1811, 'when a number of Christians
convened in the log-house of Enoch Comstock, in Xorth Settle
ment. After singing a hymn and prayer, a sermon was deliv
ered by Elder Davies. 'Y\~illiam Strawbridge, of )IarlJlehead, was
made chairman, and Enoch Comstock, clerk, when the follow
ing persons expressed a desire to enter into fellowship as a Bap
tist Church, viz: Uzziel Royce, Jonathan I{pynolus, Jesse Brad
ley, Abigail Bradley, Enoch Comstock, Annnins ,y'arl'ing, Mary
'''arring, Shadrach Schofield, Abigail Schofield, George Davies,
Ann Davies, Mercy Davies, Joseph Davies, Samuel Davies, and
Betsey Smith.

On the 12th of May, eicht of these persons were baptized, it
is believed, in Pleasant lake, and on the lGth of July, there
was a gathering in Nehemiah Smith's barn to organize the in
fant Church. Elders Davies, Ball and Hall were pre-sent, as well
as several members of the Newbnrgh and Liberty Churches.
Elder Ball preached in the forenoon, and Elder Hall in the
aft-ernoon. The articles of faith and Church fellowship were
then read, when Elder Hall gave the right hand of fellowship,
and the consecrated symbols of His broken bo.ly and precious
blood were eat and drank by those who rauked Hnlong true he
lievers. Truly, these simple people had vivid reminders of the
birth as well as the death of the Saviour of,His people! And
in this connection it mav not be amiss to sav, that, while at the
first supper of our Lordthere was one Judas, at this, judging
from subsequent events, there were ahout half a dozen! Uzziel
Royce was excommunicated because he believed in open COUl

munion ; Jonathan Revnolds because he "Tonged a brother;
Jesse Bradley, for intemperance ; Ananias 1Varring walked with
the brotherhood until he was an old man, when he came to the
conclusion that the Baptists of Thompson were a bad set, and
he was cut off; Shadrach Schofield, during a controversy as to
keeping the first or last day of the 'week holy, concluded that all
days were equally sacred, and worked on Sunday; and Ann
Davies believing that the Church of Thompson dealt harshly and

• Church Rook ot the Baptist Church or Thompson.
4{)



626 HISTORY 01' SULLIVAN COUNTY.

unjustly with her husband, was honest enough to say 80, for
which she was expelled from the fold. Even the good Elder
himself was for a time denounced by this congregation as 8,

child of the devil, and was driven from the sanctuary as if he
'were a moral leper.

0:1 the 2!th of August, 1811, the members met at the house
of "Brother Shadrach Schofield," and chose Jonathan Reyn
olds and Enoch Comstock, deacons. Comstock was also elected
clerk, and held the office until 1828, when he resigned on
account of his age. He lived after this act more than forty
vears. The deacons of this Church have been : Jonathan
Reynolds, ex-communicated ; Enoch Comstock, removed to
N {~;\·burgh; Anl0S Holmes, removed to l\Iichigan; Benjamin R
Com fort, expelled for heresy; Sylvester 'Vheeler, now living;
Miner Benedict, now living.

Elder Davies was the pastor of the Church until 18~3, when
his flock turned a~ainst him. He excited their ill will, accord
ing to their allegutions, by giving up to Mr. Brown, an Episco
pal priest, his regula.r appointment, and standing in the pulpit
with Brown to worship God: hy receiving a letter from the
Board of Missions. which he did not place before the Church;
by telling the brethren that they should employ a Rev. Mr.
Smitzer in his place, and then declaring that he only wished to
pump them; by consulting an "irreligious lawyer" in regard to
his difficulties; by churning that the members had met to injure
him; that the Baptist Churches of America were too republican,
etc. The Church spoke to him about the letter and his courtesy
toward l\Ir. Brown, when he yery frankly told the brotherhood
that" it was none of their business," and left the meeting" in 8,

t "if'grea ra.ge.
On the 10th of September, 1823, a council was held in l\Ion

ticello, composed of elders and laymen from seven Churches,
to investigate all the matters in dispute between Davies aud his
accusers. This bony declared that Davies had "done violence
to duty" in withholding the letter from the Board of Missions,
"and that the Church had just cause for grievance."

The unfortunate Ehler attended the next Church-meeting, at
which he claimed that the council had cleared him of all charges
except the one in regard to the letter. The Church, however,
thought otherwise, and a stormy scene ensued, Everything
then procce.led from bad to worse. All the old charges were
renewed, and this record (full of the infirmity of human passion)
was put upon the Church-book:

" The m'\IC'l~ltl'l1t~ told Davi-s that. Platt Pi-lton ani\. some other vill:l'~f'rfl would
dnuhl(' their ~:111~ -riprious if ~mitzl'l' we-rt- (·mployl,tl. ~Il', Pelton and others declared
to Daviea that if hI: t O:).vi._~:'I) left, they would not give a cent,
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"Mr. Davies has from first to last of our difficulties shown a
wicked, malicious disposition toward the Church. The Church
by a large majority agree to withdraw their fellowship from
him."

Davies then found that he was outside of the Church and
shorn of his ministerial functions. He could not, unless restored
to membership by the Church of Thompson, administer the
ordinances or preach, and apparently an untamed wolf had a
better prospect of being admitted to the sheep-fold than the
expelled elder.

In this emergency, Deacon Thomas Stokes came up from New
York, and poured oil upon the troubled waters, He induced
Davies to make an acknowledgment, which was considered satis
factory. He was taken back, and immediately applied for a letter
of dismission, which was reluctantly granted, the members giving
him a parting shot by declaring that" God only knew his heart."
A short time afterwards his wife was expelled because she had
espoused the cause of her husband, and continued to justify her
self in all she had done. She had been very useful as a mid
wife, and for several years had officiated at births in a large cir
cle of country. Often, to 'visit the sick, she had traveled for
miles on horseback, over the obscure roads of the town, when
it was so dark that she could not see her horse's ears. Two of
her sons were Baptist preachers, one of whom (Rev. Henry
Davies.) is now a resident of the town.

Elder Luke Davies died in the city of New York, on the' 9th
of December, 1852, aged 92 years. At that time the Church
which he founded contained about the same number of mem
bers as at the date of its organization."

The decisions of tbis Church were not always infa llible. Among
its early members were 'Villialu \YiHiunls and his wife, who
came from Poughkeepsie, where they had been members in
good standing. Mr. 'v. was a consistent and active member of
the Thompson Church until 1821, when his wife was expelled
for joining the Methodists ; deceiving N. S. Hammond in tue

• Elder Luke Davies was burn in the cirv of London, wh-r.. he studied rn.rd~ume,
&nd became a druggist. Aftor he emigrated to the ciry of ~(~W York, h« en~~gN:l in
the drug-business, prr-scribed for t h« si-k, and wag a prear-lu-r connect..d with the
){ulhcrry-strect Bapt.st Church. H~ lmllst·<}uenll~·move-d to Xewlmrgh, and then to
ThoDlPS')fl, where his income aM a physician was small. becaus- sune (,tlultl not com
prehend how a man could he a physician and a preacher at tlu- same time. and oth-ra
Imagined that a miuisn-r or the gll~pd, if a doctor of mediciu-, ought t» pre-...crib« for
nothing. When the difficulth-s of the Baptist Church of Thomps I)) comru.-nco.I. he
was anxious to return TO S~w York. and once more vend drucs an-I prr-scrib- potions.
Atter his removal from Thompson, he a:~ain became a pre-acher or the )[llllH'!rry-Rtred
Church, and engagr-d in his olrl business of selling drugs. r-tc, AI:J a phvsieian, he was
much esteemed by Doctors ~rott. Post and others of th» same goraelc, . He was a.
gentleman of enlarged and ~iberal views. and his ability as a preacher and his practical
piety werc undoubted, except by his flock in Thompeon, and a few others who were
members of rival Churches.
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sale of some rags, and defraudinz Mrs. Hammond out of several
runs of yarn. He believed tha.t her expulsion 'was unjust, and
was himself expelled, for saying so. Some four or five years
afterwards, the Church acknowledged that the charges a?ainst
her were unfounded, and restored her, and also her husband;
but required him to make an ample apology !

For three or four years after its controversy with Elder
Davies, the Church had no regular administrator, It was visited
occasionally by Elders Ball, 'Varren and others; but few were
brought from darkness to light, and several were cast out.

In 1826, an Irishman named Ventry Hozier, joined by letter
from the Particular Baptist Church in Swift's Alley, Dublin.
He was a preacher, and was cordially received; provision was
made to board him, and he at once became very popular. A
council was hastily called to ordain him; which decided that
the Church had been too precipitate; that Hozier was right so
far as they could see; but that the ordination should be post
poned until the parties were "more acquainted." This gave
offense to the sensitive Irishman, and caused him to demand
dismission from the Church. In vain the brethren "reasoned
with him." A letter was voted; but before it could be written,
he "got in a violent passion," and behaved in such an unseemly
manner that the Tote was reconsidered, when "he left the
meeting in a great rage."

In February, 1823, Elder Philip C. Broom, the pastor of tho
Liberty Church, agreed to preach for the Thompson society
every Sabbath after the regular Church-meeting.

On the 9th of February, 1833, Elder Henry Hait became the
third and last pastor. Although he was a good man, the
society gradually lost ground, aud in the end virtually ceased to
exist.

The records of this Church show that 10! persons were
admitted as members, 23 of whom were expelled, and about an
equal number dismissed by letter. The others died, moved out
of the country, or are still living in the town.

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, }Io~TICELLO.-St. John's parish was
organized on the 11th day of November, 1816, 'while Rev. James
Thompson, a. brother of William A. Thompson, was temporarily
in the town. The meeting for this purpose was held in the
court-house. William A. Thompson and John E. Russell 'were
elected wardens, and Levi Barnum, Ira E. Smith, Livingston
Billings, Willialll ,Voods Sackett, Charles Thompson, Otto
William Van Tuyl, John Lord and Luther Buckley, vestrymen.
The certificate of incorporation was signed by James Thompson,
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":!ll~am W. Sackett and Cyrus A. Cadv, and was attested by
"~Ilham .A.. Thompson, First Judge of the county."

Previous to this time, through the voluntary labors of Samuel
Pelton, no number of Presbyterians had been gathered and
organized in Monticello as a Church, and he had b~en ordained
a minister, and had taken the spiritual charge of a congregation
in Rockland county. The Presbyterians or Thompson-were too
poor to maintain a pastor, and he-nce on the removal of Rev.
Mr. Pelton 'were like sheep in the wilderness, The Episco
paliaus were also unable to support a presbyter. Under these
circumstances, the proposition was made to consolidate the two
Churches, and secure Rev..James Thompson as rector. Mr,
Pelton, although he had left Sullivan, and was an active and
influential minister of the Presbyterian Church, favored this
plan, and continued to speak of if for many 'years in terms like
the following:

"I thought it might be for the best."
"I saw no prospect of the Presbyterians being able to build

a church or support a minister,"
" I feared some errorist might come among them, and scatter

them, and the Church go down entirely."
" If they were all united under an Episcopalpastor, they would

be a ~rea.ter power for good," etc. t
ThIS project was favored by Episcopalians and some Presby

terians; but was defeated by the Jones family and others, who
refused to sanction prelacy and the Book of Common Prayer.

After reading prayers and preaching a few times, Mr. Thomp
son returned to Greene county, of which he had been a resident
many years, and where he labored as a clergymen of the Epis
copal Church until his death.

Soon after 1816, Rev. John Brown, rector of St. George's
Church, Newburgh.itook charge of the infant parish, and con
tinued to perform divine service in Monticello once in three
months for about ten years.

On the 22d of December, 1826, Rev. Edward Katon Fowler
took charge of the Church, and continued in charge for nearly
forty-three years. He was born in East Chester, N. Y., about
1799. His parents were of the Dutch Reformed Church; but
from reading an account of the Nestorians, he became a convert
to Episcopacy, and was led to enter the ministry of the Pro
testant Episcopal Church. After the necessar)" preparatory
studies, he became a student in the Thelogical Seminary of New
York. While there his health failed, and by the advice of his
Bishop, he left the institution, and continued his studies under

• Deed Record No.2, of Sulliv.u COQD~J page 639,etc.
t 8t&tement of Luther Pelton.
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Rev. Seth Hart, and officiated as lay-reader at Huntington, L.
I. In 1823, he was ordained deacon, and in 1824 was admitted
to the priesthood. He continued at· Huntington until his re
movul to Monticello, officiating at Cold Spring Harbor and Oys
ter Bay as well as the first-named place. These localities are
now thriving towns, and each has a flourishing parish with a
settled pastor. His health continued to decline, and it was
feared that there would soon be an end to his clerical labors aa
well as his life, when Bishop Hobart advised him to go to Mon
ticello, where he would have the benefit of mountain-air. Here
he at once became a favorite with Episcopalians and the public;
but refused to be installed rector of the parish because he wished
to be so situated as to leave at once if his health became worse.
The atmosphere of Monticello proved beneficial to him; but he
was ~ever made rector in the regular way.

\Vhen he came to Sullivan in 1826, he found but little mate
rial of which to form a congregation.* The people geneeally
were of. Puritanic ancestry, with strong prejudices against the
Episcopal Church; nevertheless, by untiring industry and judi
cious effort, added to rare social qualities, and a sound head and
good heart, he gradually overcame the prejudices of some and
aroused others from apathy and indiS'erence. In the end he
surrounded himself and the Church of his affection with many
warm friends. His first sermon in Monticello was to have been
preached in the old school-house; but the Baptists got posses
sion and held it. Prior to this the court-house had not been
used for religious purposes. Mr. Fowler was urged by Messrs.
John P. Jones, Da.VId Hammond and others to hold service
there, and by their advice he and his friends repaired to the
court-room, where he read prayers and preached not only then,
but on almost every Sunday until 1835, when the present church
edifice was erected. The church-lot cost $250, and was bought
of John A. King, who was subsequently Governor of the State.
Trinity Church of the city of New York donated $1,500, and
$1,500 (besides $J17 of the money paid for the site,) were raised
by the personal efforts of Mr. Fowler.t Mr. Fowler, William
E. Cady and Marshall Perry were the building-committee.t

On stated days Mr. Fowler Ereached for many years at
Middletown, Liberty, Thompsonville and Bridgeville. Besides
this, he officiated at irregular intervals at other points.

• Mr. Fowlcr'~ Jkgister shows that in B27, there were but eleven communicants in
his parish, viz: Luther Buckley, Robert Youngs, Fanton Sherwood and James
Davidge, of Liberty; John Lord, of Lord's Pond; William Van Tuyl, of Bridgeville;
Charity Thompson, of Thompsonville; Maria Hanford, John E. Russell and ti&1ly Cady.
of Monticello; and Lucretia Morris, of -.

t S,.ulioall County Republican, October, 1869.*Mr. Fowler paid for the bell or the church from his own limited means ; with hia
own hands transplanted the trees which stand on the church-lot; and by acting al
lexton, I&Ted money enough ($260) to pay for the communion-service,
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His fidelity to St. John's parish has been remarkable. He
sacrificed not only his pecuniary interests, but permitted his
domestic ties to be severed for the sake of his flock. In his
prime, he received nearly a score of invitations to accept other
charges, where the tempting line of better pay was held before
his eyes; but he refused to accept them. At one period his
salary was so insignificant that his vestry came to the sage
conclusion that it was wrong to keep him longer, and a COJn

mittee was appointed to advise him to seek anot-her parish.
With grave and sorrowful faces the committee discharged their
trust, when he asked them why tbey wished him to leave?
c, Because we can not pay you as much as you deserve." " Is
there any other reason1" " No! There is none else." " Then,
gentlemen, attend to your own affairs, and do not meddle with. "mine.

In 1842, l\Ir. Fowler was married to a widow Thompson of the
city of New York. He had proposed marriage to her several
years before; but she rejected him because, as she said, they
were too poor to marry. Subsequent events proved that her re
fusal was but a spur to drive him to a parish where he would
receive a larger salary. He, however, failed to do what she evi
dently desired him to do, and did not repeat his offer. A short
time before his marriage, she did what ladies are supposed to do
in leap-year, viz: she proposed marriage to him, and informed
him that her own fortune had increased to an extent which
made their union prudent. By a pre-nuptial arrangement, he
relinquished his prospective interest in her estate, and she
informally agreed never to ask him to leave Monticello. If he
had avoided widows it would have been well for him. His
marriage was every way unfortunate. His wife soon required
him to seek a more desirable charge, and so belabored him
with economical precepts and lectures, that her society was a
grievance. In less than a year, she left him and never returned,
and it is believed that he never opened the door of reconcilia
tion. With a single exception, the commnnicants of hit; Church
believed that he was blameless in everything except in marrying
her. This marriage caused him to contract a large debt, which,
by several years of severe economy, he paid.

Some four or five years previous to the acceptation of his
resignation in the fall of 1869,* he was prostrated by paralysis.
He continued to discharge his clerical duties, however, although
his voice was impaired, and he suffered from great physical
infirmity and weakness, until he dropped as if dying in the
chancel of his church.

• Mr. Fowler'. resignation is dated Jul1 G, 1868j but it W&l not accepted until U1e
f&1l of 1869.
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According to his Register, while the incumbent of St. John's
Church, he baptized 542 persons; admitted to the eucharist,
345; performed 409 marriages; "and attended 304 funerals.

In October, November and December, 1869, Rev. Arthur N.
Wrixon had temporary charge of the parish. Mr. ,Yo was re
markable for his learning and piety, and (although an Irishman)
for broad Yankee accentuation. The congregation became very
much attached to him, and would have retained him as their
rector ; but on account of the severity of the climate, he left,
and became 8 Professor in a south-western college.

In April and May, 1870, Rev. Mr. Pieritz, of Hardwich, Eng
land, being temporanly in the diocese, at the request of its
Bishop, officiated in this parish.

On the 3d of July, 1870, Rev. George Dent Silliman, an alum
nus of the General Theological Seminary, who had recently been
admitted to deacon's orders, on the unanimous call of the vestry,
became the rector of the Church. Mr. Silliman's report for the
conventional ,ear ending in 1871, exhibits the following sum
mary: Families, 68; individuals, 277; baptisms, 43; marriages,
7; burials, 8; communicants, 140; of whom 23 were added
during the year; catechumens, Sunday-scholars, etc., 160; divine
service, 406 times; contributions, other than for rector'~ salary,
$1,236.45.

In the spring of 1873, Rev. Mr. Silliman resigned as rector,
and was succeeded by Rev. Charles Fobes Canedy, A. B.

On the 23d of July, 1871, the corner-stone of the church of
St. Mary, of Thompsonville, was laid by Bishop Potter. This
church is within the bounds of St. John's parish. It has since
been inclosed, but not completed.

For many years, the )fethodists were more numerous in Sul
livan than any other class of professed Christians. Their preach
ers penetrated every nook and corner, Xo neighborhood was
exempt from their visitations. They carried the gospel as they
understood it to the people, and carried the people 'with them.
Their preachers spoke a language that was understood hy all.
They did not expend their powder in firing blank cartridges at
an angle of forty-five degrees; but sent their red-hot rnissiles
directly into the magazines of sin. Their opponents charged
that they were uneducated and boisterous; but no one can deny
that their mae eloquence was more (..ffective than the elegant
but drowsy platitudes of manJ of their assailants.

We have been unable to find certain information in regard to
the early labors of the devoted itinerants who, for Iess than the
earthly compensation of fit respectable mechanic of their times,
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threaded our woodland-paths and forded our rivers, and daily
warned sinners to "flee from the wrath to come." After hold
ing their meetings for many years in private houses and school
houses in Thompson, and seeming more anxious to plant their
Church in the hearts of the people than to rear elegant edifices,
they centralized their operations by buildiD~ houses for worship
at points where their members most abounded. The church in
Monticello was built in 1843, when Rev. S. ~. Knapp and Rev.
James Birch were on the circuit. It has since been remodeled
and much improved. A handsome hall has been put up, prin
cipally at the expense of Mrs. Hannah, widow of N'athan H.
Hammond, and the society are now engaged in erecting a brick
parsonage at an expense of $4,000-$3,000 of which have been
contributed by Mrs. Hammond.

The l\Iethodi8t~, Episcopalians and Baptists of Bridgeville,
held their religious services in the old school-house at the junc
tion of the Thompsonville road and the turnpike. A new school
house was built between Bridgeville and Tannersdale, after
which the old one 'Was known as "the chapel," and was used
exclusively for the meetings of the neighborhood. Hamilton
Childs says: "The ~I. E. Church at Bridgeville was organized
with fifty-nine members, in 184U, by &Y. Adee Vail, its first
pastor." Classes existed here and at Lord's pond before 1825.
The church WU:i built in 1869. Rev•.Adee Vail was a plain,
unpretending man, and a good preacher. Like some men of
his profession, he loved and owned a fast horse, The animal
was a vicious brute, and 'Was quite unmanageable when first
taken from the stable, unless its reverend owner first subdued
it bv the vigorous application of u. hoop-pole. Before Vail
came to Thompson, some sporting-men of Newburgh noticed
that his steed U devoured the roa(l" in fine stvle, and this led
them to take the animal from the parsonage-stable, and test its
speed on a race-course b)" moonlight. To their astonishment,
the horse, without any training, trotted a. mile in ~:4(). A few
days afterwards, )lr. )'"'ail was offered $1,500 for his nag; but
rt-l!usf·d to sell, H<.I.\"ing that "a. Methodist preacher was entitled
to a good horse :u~ well as other people!" It was said that his
true reason for not selling, was, that he feared his favorite
roadster would IJe used for sporting purposes.

The ~Ietho<1ist church at )Iongaup Centre (Strong Settle
ment) was built in 1>-(150, when it had sixty members.

ST. PETE}{'~ (Roman Catholic) CHt;RCH OP MONTICELLO was
completed in 1867, when it was consecrated by the Archbishop
of New York. The clergymen who visited or wer~ past<?rs of
this Church were the same as those of St. Joseph s of "urts.
borough, until the death of Rev. Daniel Mugan in lS72, when
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it was placed under Bev, J. Nilan of Port Jervis, "~hen St.
Peter's was completed it was in debt, and could not be couse
crated until the debt was pa.d, Hence two pious laymen mort
g:t.ged their farms to raise the amount, They have not yet been
re-imbursed; though it is understood that Mr. Nilan has devoted
eertum perquisites which right.:'nlly are h~8 oW,n t? the p~Jl~lellt
of the liens upon the far1118 of these self-sacrificing Christians,

MONTICELLO ACADEMy.-This school succeeded the Sullivan
Countv Institute, and it maybe said that the latter brought the
acadew)" into existence. The Institute was a seminary of re
spectable grade, and was established by Henry R. Low, who
laa.d won a reputable position at Loch Sheldrake as an educa
~r, as had John }4'. Stoddard, who was Mr. Low's predecessor
bS teacher of a select school at that place. Mr. Low, like ma.ny
others, regarded teaching as a lower rung in the ladder of pros
perity. He occupied the school-room until he was able to as
cend to what seemed a loftier position, and has since become
widely known as a. lawyer, financier and politician, as well 3.S

one of the oricinators of the Midland railroad. Under him, as
","ell as underLouis A. Brigham, Benjamin Low and J. Mason
Crary, the Institute was highly successful, and gave so much
satisfaction to the residents of Monticello, that they determined
in 1850 to erect suitable buildings, and make the school perma
nent, under as favorable auspices as was possible. For this
purpose a joint stock company was formed, and about four
thousand dollars subscribed, in SUIUS varying from fifty to two
hundred dollars. A building-committee consisting of 'Vestcott
Wilkin, Alexander T. Bull, 'Villiam H. Cady, John A. Thomp
son, Richard Oakley and Eli 'V. Fairchild," was chosen, a site
purchased, and the main building, which was designed for a
boardinz-house and school-purposes, put under contract. The
stockholders elected the following persons as trustees: John P.
Jones, Alexander T. Bull, Cornelius Hatch, Richard Oakley, A..
C. Niven, Stephen Ha.luilton, Eli \V. Fairchild, E. L. Burnham,
Westcott Wilkin, Munson L. Bushnell, Janles E. QuillIan, John
A. Thompson, and 'Villiam Henry Cady. The academy was
opened on the 18th of May, 1852, under the charge of Henry
Gallup, .A.. M., as Principal. He was a man of fine clussical at
tainmeuts, and had studied French in Paris and German in
Berlin; yet with these advantages, he was not successful as the
Principal of Monticello ..Academy. He speedily made hinI:",lf
unpopular with his pupils, who annoyed him in a hundred ingen
ious ways, and with parents and guardians, whom he weai'iell

---- ------_ ..--- ---------
".The proverbial clil'l)o14itioll of the 01,l men IIf l\Ionti.·(·:Jo to disagree about triftf'''

ea.uBCcl tilt· t·:oIt~1Jli~h1Ul..nt of the M:&d-:wy tv tk" entrusted to ~llt~ '!,'O(fl,!) mcu IJr the
bee,
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with his trivial and tiresome complaints. He was a jaded nud
worn-out ~ndivid.ual, without energy, suavity, dignity, or nny
other quality which commands respect, love or veneration, and
the truste'es and patrons of the school felt relieved when, at tho
end of two 'years, his connection with the institution terminated.

Mr. Gallup was succeeded by D. J erome Jones, A. B., a grad
nate of the State Normal school, who paid but little personal at
tention to the school, the greater part of his time being devoted
to studying law. The consequence was disorder in the institu
tion and dissatisfaction on the part of its patrons. As Mr. Jones
was nearly through with his legal training, he made no effort to
retain his position at the termination of the first Year. He then
left for l\lichigan, where he commenced the practice of his pro
fession,

James W. Breakey as Principal of the Male, and Mrs. Mary
B. Agnew as Principal of the Female Department, next had
charge of the school. Perhaps at no other period of its history
did it deserve a hi~ler reputation as a literary institution than
at this time. Mr. Breakey was a man of fine attainments as a
thinker and writer, although he had never enjoyed the advnn
tages of an institution more exalted than a common school. Un
der him the pupils of the academy made rapid progress in the
various branches of education, and several of them exhibited
unusual aptness as writers both of prose and poetry, But
some imagined that the Principal should be of a higher grade,
and he, that it was his duty to enter the ministry of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Under such a state of feeling it
was not hard to dissolve the connection.

Rev. J. H. Northrop 'was then installed as the head of the
institution. He proved worse than any of his predecessors.
As we can say nothing in his favor, we will at once dismiss him
and introduce John B. Nixon, A. M., who was papular as
Northrop's assistant; but owing to ill-health and other causes,
not in high esteem as his successor.

The Academv was in debt. The trustees had thus far been
so unfortunate "in selecting teachers that it was feared by soma
that the school would be closed, and the property be sacrificed
and pass into hands which would pervert it to private purposes.
To avert such a calamity, one or two of the Trustees made an
arrangement with Mr. F. G. Snook, who stood high as a teacher
of Libertv Normal Institute, through which he eventually
became the owner and Principal of the Monticello school.

Here ends the history of Monticello Academy, because here
terminated the troubles of the trustees. 'Ve will add, however,
that the trustee who was mainly instrumental in making the
arrangement by which the continuance of the school was
insured, was ignominiously 'excluded from the next Board.
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8t1PERVISORS OP THE TOWN OP THOMrSON.

Prom To
1803 ..••••••••..K0 record ..........•................ 1806
1806 ...••••••... Samuel F. Jones 1801
1807 ...••••••... Samuel Barnum 1809
1809 ..••••••••..John P. Jones 1811
1811 ...••••..... William Morgan 181a
1813 ...•.•••.... Abraham Brownson ..........•....... 1814
1814...••••••... Samuel F. Jones 18L"'i
1815...•••••••.. Daniel Clark ...............•..•...... 182n
1823 ...•••.••... David Hammond 18~f;

1826...••••••... J abez Wakeman, junior•.............. 182R
1828...•.•••....Hiram Bennett..............•••...... 182H
1829...•••.••...Joshua P. Royce .....••.............. 1830
1830.....•••••..Cephas Stodder 1831
1831 ...••.•••... Samuel tV. B. Chester 1~32

1832 ....•.......Hiram Bennett 18S:i
1833 Nathan S. Hammond 1835
1835....•.......Stephen Hamilton lS3H
18a8 John Roosa 184:0
1840.....••.....Daniel Clark. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1841
1841 ......•.•...Naaman 'V. Rumsey 1842
184:2 ....••.•....Gideon Howard. . . . . . . . . . . . . 184il
1843 .....•.•....Daniel B. St. John 1847
1847 ......••....Naaman W. Rumsey 1850
1850 Elijah H. Dewey 1851
1851 ...•••••.•..John C. Holley 1853
1853 .....•.•.... Israel P. Tremain 1854
lS54.....•......Frederick M. St. John 1855
1855 David Gray 1857
1857 .....•••....Naaman 'V. Rumsey 1859
1859 Walter Hoyt 1860
1860 .....••.....Nathan S. Hamilton 1861
1861 S. W. Royce 1862
1862 John C. Holley 1864
1864. . . . . . . . . . . .Clinton V. R. Luddington. . . . . . . . . 186a
1865 Stephen W. Royce 1866
1866 Solomon 'V. Royce 1870
1870 Charles T. Kilbourne 1874





Year.

CHAPTER XVII.

THE TOWN O'P TUSTEN.

The western and southern parts of Tusten are characterized
by hills, while the eastern portions are less uneven, and may be
said to be marked by plateaux. The estimated average height
of the town above the Delaware is 750 feet, or 1,400 above the
ocean level. Ten Mile river rises north of the Newburgh and
Cochecton turnpike, in Bethel and Cochecton; and after crossing
Tusten falls into the Delaware below Narrowsburgh, It has
several affluents, and affords a large amount of power, which
has been used for seventy-five years to convert the forests of
the town into lumber. This stream has received its name, not
because it is ten miles in length; but from the circumstance
that its estimated distance from some other point was in early
times ten miles, °

There are other streams in the town, and among them Grassy
Swamp brook, which furnishes numerous sites for saw-mills,
Beaver brook crosses the east boundary of Tusten below the
locality known by that name.

It has several ponds or lakes, of which Canfield, Davis and
Halfmoon are worthy of mention. Its Assessors report that it
contains 26,251 acres. About two thousand acres are improved.
Its area is less than that of any town in the county.

POPULATIOY-oVALUATION-TAXATION.

Popn-1Assessed Town Co.and
lation.] Value. Charges. State.

----------11---!----!----1----
1860 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. I ~7111; ~122,1461 $213.44 $884.17
1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,028 116,835 236.00 2,570.81

From 1743 to 1798, Tusten was a part of the old precinct and
town of Mamakating; from 1798 to 1853 it was in Lnmberland.

[637]
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In the latter year it was erected by an act of the Board of
Supervisors of the county.

Tusten covers lots 71 and 72 of Great Lot 18 of the Harden
bergh patent. With this exception it is in the ~Iinisink grant.*

Until the adjustment of the controversy between New York
and New Jersey in 17()9, the latter colony claimed and at times
exercised jurisdiction over so much of the town as is covered
by Division 7 of the Minisink patent.

...~bout the year 1757, a settlement was founded bv the Dela
ware Company, under the Connecticut claim, at th·e mouth of
Ten Mile river. There were also at that time one or two
settlers in the valley of the Delaware near Narrowsburgh.

The town was named in honor of Colonel Benjamin Tusten,
who was killed in the battle which was fought in Highland,
between the militia of Goshen and a marauding party of Tories
and Indians under Colonel Joseph Brant. 'Ve will therefore
be pardoned for giving a short biographical sketch of that
indi vidual.

"Doctor Benjamin Tusten was a native of Southhold, on
Long Island. He 'was born on the 11th December, 1743, and
was the only son of Colonel Benjamin Tusten, a respectable
farmer of that place. His father removed into Orange county, in
the year 1746, bringing with him his son, and settled on the
banks of the Otterkill, two and a half ruiles from the village of
Goshen, on the patent granted to Madame Elizabeth Denn.
Such was the respect in which he was held, that he was soon
appointed one of the judges of the county court, and promoted
a colonel in the regiment of militia on the west side of the moun
tain, including at that time all the county of Orange, north of
th~ Highlan~s, f:om Huds?n's river to the line of ~ew Jerser
HIS son Benjamin he had Intended for a farmer, being then ill

possession of a large tract of land; but not being of a hardy
constitution, he relinquished that design, and determined to fit
him for a profession. For that purpose he sent him to an acad
emy to obtain a classical education, at Jamaica, Long Island,
there being none in Orange county; there he obtained a thor
ough acquaintance with the mathematics, and agood knowledge
of the Latin and Greek languages. At the age of nineteen he
returned, and commenced the study of medicine with the late
Doctor Thomns Wickhil1n, of Goshen, whose character as a phy
sician and teacher of medicine stood unrivaled in his day. Med-

" All that part of the town of Lnmberland, consisting of Jots number seventy-one
and seventv-two of Great Lot No. 18 of the Hardenbcrgh patent, ann Lots number
one to thirt.een inclusive or the Seventh Division of the Minisink patent, is hereby
erected into & separate town, to be horeafter lwown and distingu.shcd as 'I'usten.

[Session Laws of 185!, page 1095.
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ical books at that time, were difficult to be procured-none were
published in this country, and as they were bought only by one
profession, importations ofthem were scarce; indeed, most of
the physicians imported their own libraries. From this circum
stance the libraries of physicians were small, especially those
who resided so far hack in the country. This induced young
Tusten, at the end of a year, to leave Doctor Wickham, and go
to Newark, New -Iersey, where he spent another year with Doc
tor Burnet, Here he became acquainted with a 1rIiss Brown,
whom he afterwards married, There were at that time no med
ical schools in this country, and he was induced to finish his
education with Doctor Thomas Jones, a celebrated surgeon in
the citv of New York. In 1769 he returned home and com
menced the practice of physic at the house of his father. Al
though he had availed himself of every opportunity of acquir
ing medical knowledge which the times would allow him, yet he
commenced practice under unfavorable circumstances.e-within
three miles of his first preceptor, Doctor John Gale, in the vil
lage of Goshen, (if village it might then be called) and Doctor
Pierson, in "the East Division, not three miles distant, nil of
whom had their friends and employers; he performed S01l1~ oper
ations in surgery which ga\·t~ him a degree of l·t~lehrity, (Doc
tor Gale being the only one who Pl't't(m(lt~(l tn lIn nnvthing in
surgery). Doctor Tustcn was mil-l. In,uh~st. ana unassuming in
his manners, pleasant to hi!' patients, anti affable with all; he
was also well ncqnaintod with all improvements in surgery up
to his time, which ~aYP him a decided advantage over his coiu
petitor in that department of science.

"Inoculation for small-pox had never been practiced in this
country; indeed it 'was violently opposed and never resorted to
but when circumstances had rendered it imperiously necessary.
Doctor Tusten commenced inoculation in the year 1770. For
this purpose he hired four houses in as man)· neighborhoods,
where he inoculatell about eight hundred persons, with such
success as entirely to destroy the prejudices of the people ngainst
it. He kept these houses two Jears, after which inoculation
was admitted into private families, and pock-houses were con
sidered no longer necessary. He continued the practice of
physic with success and deserved reputation, until the yenr 1779.
During this time he married Miss Brown, by WhODl he had two
sons and three daughters.

"In the )·ear 177£;, the discontent which had long rankled in
the bosoms of Americans, began to break out in open opposi
tion to the British ~OVerllnlent. Their cruel and oppressive
measures in regard til these colonies became matters of serious
complaint, and excited i\ spirit of resistance, which called forth
the energies of all citizens, who had a just sense of the injuries
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they had received, and of the duties they owed their country.
Doctor Tusten early evinced 8. spirit becoming 8. freeman; he
took & decided part in favor of the revolution, which had at
that time just begun to unfold itself; he risked his all in support
of that declaration, wherein the signers pledged to each other
and to their country, 'their lives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honor ;' and he redeemed that pledge by the sacrifice of
his own life, BJ riding and exercise he had become more
healthy ; active and enterprising, he had gained the confidence
of his countrymen. In 1777, he was appointed Lieutenant
Colonel of the Goshen Regiment of ~Iilitia, under General
Allison, nnd in 1778, he was appointed a Surrogate of Orange
county, which office he held at the time of his death."-[Address
of Doctor David R..Amell before the Medical Society of Orange
county, July 4, 1820.

Narrowsburgh was once known as Hornans' Eddy. It re
(~iypd its name from an early settler, named Benjamin Homans.*
After he ceased to live here, the place was called Big EJdy.

The name of the first man who made a clearing near the
Eddy was ""'illis. His cabin was on the Pennsylvania side of
the river. He was killed by Indians near the Cushetunk block
house, in the .rt~ar 17()~~. after which time his family left the val
ley. ·()ld settlers point out the place where stood his cahin, and
th~t~ lot is yet known t.o !'OTllC :lS the ',,"illis lot. During the Rev
olutionary war, three Indians were killed and buried on this lot.
In 1~t5(), thp ~kt~1~tCH1S of two of them were dug up, and in 1868
the other was uncovered h,Y the washing away of the river-bank.
The skull of th- latter Wi1.~ broken to pieces by an Indian-hater!

Mr. Homans was the original settler on the New York bank of
the river, according to a. statement of Jeremiah Lillie, son of
Jel'Ploiah Lillie, senior. _-\.t what time Romans came is not
known; hut it was probably before the Revolutionary war, 8.8

)Ioses Van 'Yinlde and -Ionathan Decker, two of his neighbors,
left for :\IiniHink at the time of the Grahnm massacre. His sue
cessors were John and Benjamin Thomas, who with Jonathan
Dexter and John Cole, were living at th« Eddy in 1792. Simon
Peter Cole also had his home in the neighborhood. He was
probably a relative of J ohn Cole.

Some of the old inhabitants say that during a very severe
winter seventy-five years or more ago, the hay nnd straw at Ho
mans' Eddy were all consumed, when Simon P. Cole and one
Richard Rider sallied forth on snow-shoes day after day, and.

• This Homsns ....&8 a friend and associate of Tom Q'lick ; but it doee not sppear
that hi' participated in tbe crimes of the Indian-Slayer, ~n his old age he exhibited a
rillft which he &88erted Quick ~k from one of biB red nctime and preBeDted io him.
(Humane,.
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killed enough ven~n to keep their cattle olive unf17, spring I That
by putting salt on the meat, the horned cattle became fond of
it! \Vhether this story is true or not, those who are bettor
versed in natural history than we are must decide. 'Ye cannot
refrain from saying, nevertheless, that its author evidently belongs
to the Munchausen family, and that his fable is intended to illus
trate the abundance of venison rather than the dearth of hay.*

-rerenliah Goldsmith was another pioneer of the place. John
Van Gelder of 'Van Gelder's Eddy; Stephen Emerson of the
Pennsylvania side of the river, and Jerelniah Lillie, senior, who
settled at the foot of Hog Island, came to this region previous
to 1800.

Jonathan Decker and Peter Van Auken settled on the Ross
place, on the west side of the river, soon after the Reyolntionary
war. A man named J ohn Summerfield lived on the same farm.
Oliver Calkins was an early settler, and occupied the old block
house on what is known as the upper farm, where he kept a
small store and a tavern. The latter was called the Raftsillan's
HoteL

One of the most intelligent of the early inhabitants was
Jonathan Dexter. He was one of the Justices of the Peace
first appointed after the passage of the act erecting the county;
was a member of the first grand jury, and represented Lumber
land in 1810 in the Board of Supervisors. He was subsequently
a Judge of the County Court.

The 'Vickham family of Orange county possessed three
fourths of the town. They owned the Oliver Calkins place, for
which they traded lands in Ohio. This they sold to a family of
Dunns, consisting of Thomas Dunn, his seven sons, and a
nephew. These men 'Were enterprising and industrious, and
became large landholders in the town. 'Ve have no certain
account of the origin of this family; but think they were from
New England, as the father, Thomas Dunn, senior, settled in
Wyoming, under the Connecticut grant, previous to the Revolu
tionary war. He seemed to have stopped on his way to
Wyoming at Flat Brook, New Jersey, where he married
Susannah Sweezy, the daughter of a native of Holland. He
was living on the outskirts of the settlement from Connecticut,
and had five children in July, 1778, when the celebrated
massacre occurred. One of his grandchildren is still living
(1870) near Narrowsburgh, who has often heard Susannah Dunn
relate the horrors she witnessed on that occasion,

When the savages commenced their bloody work, Thomas
Dunn was hoeing com in one of the fields. His wife heard the

• It is a well established fact tha.i the inhabitants of the hyperborcan regions of
Asia. feed fish to their hom~U1e&ndhones, aod that thEt8e animals thriv~ on the un
natural food.

41
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distant firing of guns, and leaving their children in their cabin
(one of them a babe) she went to her husband and told him
they must leave the valley at once, or the Indians would be
upon them. He was very busy with his corn, the hoeing of
which had been somewhat delayed, and was anxious to go on
with it, and believing that she was unnecessarily frightened, he
laughed at her alarm, and chided her timidity; but while he
was doing so, he too heard the firing. At once he dropped his
hoe, and returned with Mrs. Dunn to the house, where he
packed up all the clothing and necessaries he could carry in a
bed-tick, and started with his children and wife for the nearest
settlement in New Jersey. Mrs. Dunn, in addition to her
youngest child, carried a small iron kettle; but finding the
latter burdensome, threw it into a mill-pond. Their route was
through what became known as the "Shades of Death," from
the fact that so many perished there from starvation and expo
sure, as well as the tomahawk of the savages. Here they were
joined by some of their neighbors, who were homeless fugitives
and wanderers in the wilderness like themselves. On the first
night they were in the woods, they could see the camp-fires of
the Indians; but did not dare kindle a fire themselves. While
they were resting for a short time in the dark, damp woods, one
of the women of the party, from fatigue and fright, was taken
sick, and gave premature birth to a child, which never opened
its eyes to the misery of the time. The poor mother 800n

became oblivious to woe and suffering, and died before morning.
So great wa.s their danger-so near the foe, that it was not
considered safe to remain there long enough to bury the dead, and
the husband of the poor woman was obli~ed to leave the bodies
of his wife and child where they would become food for the
wild beasts. In due time the party reached Flat Brook, New
Jersey, without further loss. Mr. Dunn, after providin~ for the
safety of his family, enlisted in the army under 'Vasllington,
and served his country faithfully. After the declaration of
peace, he and his wife went back to ,Vyoming ; but not to live
there. She, like a thrifty housewife, attempted to find her
kettle; but the mill had been burned, and the dam broken
down, and she failed to recover it.

For no few years, the family continued to reside in New Jersey.
In 1800, when 'Villi,\m, one of the sons, was eighteen years of
age, he wandered up the Delaware as far as Big Eddy, where he
engaged to work for Benjamin Thomas for six dollars per month.
Here he labored one "inter. In the spring, Thomas who had
not paid for the land he occupied, but had made some improve
ments, asked young Dunn to buyout whatever right he had.
Over a. year previously Dunn had married Mary Pintler, of Flat
Brook. At the time of his marriage, he was a mere school-boy;
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indeed he continued to attend school for 8, year after it took
place. He at once made up his mind that the proposition of
Thomas was a good one, as there was abundance of choice pine
and other timber on the tract, and much of the land was desir
able. In the spring he returned to Flat Brook, and consulted
his father and other relatives about accepting the offer made by
Thomas. The result was that, before another winter, the entire
family was located at Big Eddy, as well as one of William's
cousins and a young man named Peter Young, who came with
them. The following is a list of the family at this time:
Thomas Dunn, senior, and his wife Susannah, 'VilliaID, .John,
Jalnes and Thomas, junior, and their wives ; Abel, Asa, Harri
son and Caleb, who were unmarried, and one of whom was the
cousin already alluded to. The entire party came on horse
back by the way of Carpenter's Point, and followed the Cochec
ton road to Mapes' mills; then an Indian trail to Deep Hollow
brook; then through the Laurel-swamp, and from that to the
Delaware at the point where the Narrowsburgh depot stands,
One of the boys was known as Doctor Dunn, because he was
the seventh son; but it does not appear that he practiced and
was a successful physician on account of the order of his hirth.
They settled first on what is known as the lower place, just be
low the village; next they bought the middle place, which cov
ers the site of Narrowsburgh. 'Ve are told that they purchased
these farms of Mr. Wickham, but will not vouch for the truth
fulness of the information. They soon after got the upper or
Oliver Calkins farm from Wickham. Of this there is no doubt.
Thev thus had three large tracts of land. Excluding the village
property, their farms embraced the farms now (18yO) owned by
c. c. Murray, Mr. Senger, Mr. Stanton and Mr. Yerks. "When
they carne, there was but little land cleared. The country was
literally wild. They at once commenced making improvements,
and there being nine of them, nearly all of whom were rugged
men, they made rapid progress. There being several families
of them, "'they could not all live in the largest log-house which
was ever erected; consequently they occupied several. The
first was on the site of C. C. Murray's residence. It had a cel
lar-kitchen, which is still preserved in the present new and more
commodious edifice. Another of their log-tenements was near
the house of C. K. Gordon; the third was where A. S. Hendrix
lived before the great oil-accident on the Erie railway, in Au
gust, 18()7;* the fourth where E. A. Green resides; and the
fifth at the saw-mill. These were all of logs, except the house
at the luill.They built the latter, and it was standing until the
summer of 1869, when, it having become the property of the Erie

• Thia wu built ud originally occupied by Mr. Hom~D8, the fint ut,*,.
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Railway Company, it was demolished. They owned a sixth
house on the upper place-the Raftman's Hotel, where" Uncle
Billy" officiated in the three-fold capacity of lumberman, farmer
and- tavern-keeper. He was very popular with those who fre
quented the river, and mally an old man boasts of having rafted
and staid all night with "Uncle Billy Dunn." The family also
had real estate in Pennsylvania. and at Beaver Brook. In 1858,
the Raftman's Hotel was tom down by Mr. Hendrix, who owned
it at that time.

~Villiam Dunn was a slaveholder. In 1807, he bought a col
ored boy of Jacob Chambers, of Cuddebackville, 'who WHS prob
ably of the same family as Cobe Chambers, 'who was implicated
with Tom Quick and Ben Haines in the murder of Canope. This
boy served him faithfully as his slave until he was freed in 1H27
by"'the operation of the law of 1817, and continued to work for him
afterwards. " Like master, like slave" was a true saying when
applied to the relation which once existed between the whites
and blacks. A kind and humane master was pretty sure to have
good slaves, if he raised them himself. This negro assumed the
family-name of his last owner, and is known to this day (1873)
as James B. Dunn. He lives a short distance below Big Eddy,
and is a civil, well-bred old fellow, who always refers to his mas
ter in terms of respectful affection, although the latter has been
dead about forty years. It is sin~lar that the name of Dunn
has nearly disappeared in the neighborhood where the family
was once so numerous and had such large possessions, and that
this venerable negro alone keeps the name alive, the descend..
ants of Thomas Dunn, at Big Eddy, being females. When he,
James B. Dunn, came to Narrowsburgh, the greater part of the
land on which the village is situated was heavily timbered, and
covered by a dense undergrowth of laureL

Oliver Calkins was the first Justice of the Peace at Big Eddy,
'Villiam Dunn the second, and Jonathan Dexter the third.
Some of the descendants of Judge Dexter are stilllivin~ on the
banks of the Delaware. Moses Dexter who lives on a lot once
owned by 'Vickham, four miles above Narrowsburgh, is one of
them.

At an early day, the ..Jasslp.ys, Brannings, Drakes and Cases
settled in the neighborhood, but on the west side of the river.
Of these, John Lessley was drowned in the Delaware, at Big
}i~d)", in the year 1798.

David and Joseph Guinnip, natives of New Jersey, settled
near the Eddy, but at what time we have not learned. John
Bross located on the Deep Hollow brook about the year 1810.
Timothy Tyler, who was remarkable for some of his exploits,
and has been iunuortalized by Alfred B. Street under the
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nom of Tim Slowwater, lived at one time in & log-house
where the Narrowsburgh Hotel now stands.

In the early days of the settlement, the people had to go to
Carpenter's Point to ~et their grain ground. Thev procured
tbe largest part of their provisions in New Jersey, and hauled
them up on the ice in the winter. when the river was frozen.
They bought their dry-goods in Newburgh for a time, and it
took a week to go there and return.

The day and- year when the elder Thomas Dunn, died is
unknown. He was buried at Big Eddy, and a common Rand
stone placed at the head of his grave, with this inscription and
nothing more: "To the memory of Thomas Dunn." After his
decease, 'Villiam bought the right of his brothers in the upper
and lower farms, and James became the sole owner of the
middle farm. Several of the brothers then moved to Ohio.

On the 2<.1 of December, 1830, 'Villialll Dunn was killed under
very distressing circumstances. He was felling trees with
several hands. As one he 'was cutting himself began to topple
over, he, through a strange fatality, got under it, and was
crushed to the earth. James B. Dunn, his faithful colored
friend, was present, as well as John J ohnston and some others.
As SOOll as practicable, they removed him from beneath the
tree-trunk, when he said, "Boys, I want to go to sleep," and
died. In the morning, full of manly life, and animated bv
laudable enterprise, he went from his home to attend to the
business of the day; at night he lay a mangled corpse, cold
and still, surrounded by an inconsolable family and sorrowing
neighbors. The Hepublican Watchman of the succeeding week
contains an account of the accident, to which the editor
appended the remark: "He was in the prime of life, and was
esteemed a good citizen." Old people of that locality still
speak of him kindly, and declare that he was a good neighbor,
and never turned the poor and afflicted away empty.* He was
married twice. By hIS first wife, Mary Pintler, he had seven
children, four of whom died youn~. One son and two daughters
are still living. Their mother died on the 12th of June, 1813.
.About seven years afterwards (1820) he married Elizabeth
Sweezy, the daughter of O. Sweezy, a Revolutiouary patriot of
Sussex county, New Jen;ey. By her he had two sons and an
equal number of daughters.

In 1SHl, J ames Dunn gold the middle farm to Richard W.
Corwin (now deceased) and moved with his family t-o Lyons,
Wayne county, N. Y., where he died. His widow and descend
ants live there and at Penn Yan, and are among the wealthy

• Elizabeth Dunn, hill wido", afterwards married William Decker, of DeckertoWD,
New Jeney. t:ihe survived Decker ten ye&nl, and died in 1856, aged 73.
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citizens of those villages, OIl the l~h of January, 1815, Mr~
Corwin's house was destroyed by fire, by which he suffered"
loss of $1,500. There were but few houses in the county at
that time worth so much money.

Susannah Dun"], the widow of Thomas Dunn, senior, died at
Big Eddy, on the 30th of July, 1833. During her life she
became entirely blind, without an apparent cause, and continued
80 for eighteen years, at the end of which her sight was
restored, and continued good until her decease,

A family named Hawks settled at Little Cedar Bridge at an
early day. 'Ve.have endeavored t-o gather information in regard
to them; but without success.

The Mount Hope and Lumberland Turnpike Company was
incorporated in 1812. George D. 'Vickham and John Duer, of
Goshen, Benjamin 'Voodward, Benjamin Dodge and. Benjamin
B. Newkirk, of Mount Hope; and 'Villiam A. Cuddeback and
Abraham Cuddeback, of Deerpark, were directors. \Vork was
commenced about the year 1815, and the road was subsequently
completed as far as Narrowsburgh. Under an act of the Penn
sylvania Legislature, the work was extended to Honesdale,

Two years previously, (April 5, 1810,) a charter was granted
to the Narrowsburgh Bridge Company by the Legislature of this
Sta.te, Jerelniah Lillie, Jonathan Dexter, Chauncey Belknap,
'I'homas Belknap, Samuel F. Jones, 'Yilliam A. Thompson,
William 'V. Sackett, Samuel Preston and Francis Crawford.
were named in the act. They 'were authorized to build a
substantial bridge, twenty-five feet wide, "across the Del
aware river, at the Narrows, in the Big Eddy, in the county
of Sullivan," and to collect the following tolls: For a four-horse
carriage, $1.00; two-horse do., 75 cents; one-horse do., H7!
cents; foot passengers, six cents each, and the same for cattle.
Considering the value of money at that day, these rates were
certainly high enough to suit the most avaricious stockholders.

-For some cause the bridge was rebuilt in 1832. The new
structure was pronounced a fine one. It was destroyed by a
flood in 1846, and was replaced by the present structure-a cov
ered suspension-bridge of 250 feet span, and 22 feet in width.
It is elevated 35 feet above the water.

These improvements were for the double purpose of provid
ing an outlet for a territory of Sullivan rich in valuable timber,
and to bring toward the Hudson the agricultural products of the
country between the Delaware and the Susquehunuah, to be ex
changed for merchandise. The territory that this road would
have accommodated would have supported the turnpike, had it
not been for the construction of the Delaware and H udson ca
nal. When that was made, the hauling of lumber over the road
was nearly all that was done on it, and the work was abandoned,
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excep~ the bridge across the Neversink at Oakland. By 13.\\",
the COJnpany were authorized to collect tolls for crossing the
river at that point, which lumbermen and others have considered
onerous. Efforts at one time were made to render the bridge
free. OOt without success,

In our country, the l\Iethodists generally propel the great
brooking-plough which ameliorates the new fields of Christian
eaterprise ; but the Baptists seem to have preceded them in the
upper valley of the Delaware. It is generally conceded that
that denomination were the first who held religious meetings in
Tusten ; but when we inquire the name of the Elder who carne
ill auvance of the others, there is "confusiou ill the craft."
Some reply Elder Curtis; others Elder Leach; and a. third
party declare Elder John Miller was the missionary who finit
unfurled the banner of the Cross in the wilderness of the
Delaware. 'Ve were at first inclined to accord the honor to
~Iill~r, of whom we find the following account in Hollister's
History of the Lackawanna Valley: Elder l\liller was born
in 1Vindham county, Connecticut, on the 3d of February, 1775.
'Vhen twenty-nine years of age, he removed to Pennsylvania,
where he bought 326 acres of land, for 'which he g.\ve twenty
dollars in cash, ten dollars worth of maple-sugar, and (being a
tinker, like Bunyan, and a tin-peddler, like many Yankees of
his time) ten dollars worth of tin-ware! In June, 1807, he
began to preach, and from that time until his death in 1857, he
married U12 couples, immersed 2,000 persons, and officiated at
1,800 funerals. Truly his labors were manifold, and the fruits
he gathered abundant. Some may think that he should have
stuck to his trade of tinkering, Others will contend that the
number of converts who sought "the sanctuary under his udrniuis
tration attests the validity of his commission as an evangelist,
In reply to this it will be said, Mahomet and Joe Smith were a
thousandfold more successful as preachers than Elder )Iil~cr.

They were impostors, St. Patrick, a Bishop of the Primitive
Church, converted an entire nation in a single life-time, ~t.

Patrick would have anathematized the Elder as a heretic;
while the Elder would have excluded the Saint from his com
munion as an unbaptized sinner. St. Patrick would LaY~ re
garded the tin-vending Yankee preacher with depressed lip
corners; Miller would have looked upon the frog-destroying; if
not frog-eating French priest, as a serVililt of Buliel." Both
were earnest and successful missionaries ; but which was ortho
dox?

It seems that Miller did not preach ulltillS07. He undoubt-

.. !\rll1cr. like Bunyan, was a tinker; Patrick, like the sweet singer of Israel, wu
once a. shcphcrd-bcr,
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edly visited the upper valley of the Delaware, and perhaps sold
his wares to the ancient inhabitants; but in 1807 there was a.
well established Baptist Church at Damascus, of which Elder
Enoch Owen of Cochecton, was the pastor.

Elder Owen occasionallv visited Ten Mile river and Homans'
Eddy. The Dunns of the"'latter place were adherents or mem
bers of his Church. William Dunn was one of its deacons, and
occasionally accompanied the Elder when the latter visited re
mote neighborhoods. Owen sometimes preached in barns
sometimes in the Raftman'a Hotel, which now, like Deacon
William Dunn, its former owner, exists only in the melDory of
old times. While it was owned by David Guinnip, Mr. Maltby,
of H nrd Settlernent, with his long beard and seamless coat,
preached in the upper barn. Some of the young men of the
neighborhood, believing that his apparent sanctity was assumed,
tested it in a mischievous way. In the morning, when theV got
out his horse, they concealed several raccoon-skins under his
saddle. As he was about to mount, he discovered the pelts,
threw off the saddle, and ~avely handed them to his host, re
marking, " Brother Guinnip, these are not mine.U He then re
adjusted his saddle, and started for his next appointment. The
boys, after this incident, believed that a man could be eccentric
and honest at the same time. Many meetings were held in that
old barn, and lnany who worshiped there have gone where it
will be ma.le clear whether the professions there made were
genuine. Sometimes when the weather was pleasant, religious.
meetings were held in the saw-mill which was near the site of
the depot. Elder Stolbert, who preached in the place many
yenrs, IS yet living,

Not far from 1810, ..Abraham Cuddeback came to Big Eddy,
and built the Narrowsburgh hotel. He was mainlv instru
mental in bestowing on the place its present name (Nanoows
burgh). Big E'ldy was an appropriate appellation on account
of a local peculiarity; Narrowsburgh is equally so for a similar
reason. The river is said to be less in width here than at any
point below, as well as above for nlany miles. In 1843 or 18:14,
Mr. Cuddeback sold his hotel to Richard W. COrwin.

The construction of the New York and Erie railroad had a
very important bearing on the prosperity of Narrowsburgh, Be
fore it was commenced, there were but five houses in the place,
and two of them were hotels. 'Vhen it was announced that the
road would probably be located in the valley of the Dela
ware, the residents of that then secluded region shook their
heads, and pointed to the rugged precipices and rapid rivers in
the W,l,y; but the brain of the engineer and the muscle of the
laborer surmounted all obstacles, nnd the work, however it lnay
be derided by its enemies, is 8 Doble mouuuient of American



science and industry. At lea..qt men ha.ve reeson to think 80,
who, forty years ago, ascended the river by poling or paddling
a canoe against the current, or floundered along the vile roads
of that period; but who now glide over the route in a sumptu
ous palace-car almost with the speed of the wind.

In the fnll of 1848, the road was opened as far as Narrows
burgh, and the engine known a..q the Eleazer Lord was run to
the village, where it remained several weeks. Soon after the
rails were laid, J obn S. Hughes, a. merchant of the village, had
some goods brought by the canal to the Lackawaxen, As he
was anxious to get them 8S 800n as possible, he went after them
with a. horse and car, and brought them to Narrowsbnrgh. No
other freight had then been carried over the road to the vil
lace. Hughes was assisted by a man named John Bannister.

No passenger-train passed through the Delaware and Susque
hanna vallevs before the 27th of December, 1848. Two trains
were run on that day, much to the amazement of bipeds and
the c -nsternation of quadrupeds. l~·otwithstanding there was
a. furious snow all day, the people of the valley generally turned
out to witness the novel specsacle, Of course, their eyeballs
projected somewhat, and the shrieking iron-horse made tympa
nitis probable. It was said jocosely at the time, that Borne of
the benighted natives, hearing the screams of the engine, shoul
dered their rifles hastily, and ran to the river, believing that
sathanus or a panther was loose.* Horses and horn-cattle
were unusually excited, and inclined to decamp, while dogs ran
off or made a dash at the cars, according to their cowardice or
pugnacity.

On the 1st of January, 1849, a time-table was issued, and
from that day the trains ran regularly. WaHoer S. Corwin was
the first station-agent a.t Narrowsburgh.

In June, 1852;- the road was opened to Dunkirk, and the
event duly celebrated in the pre!';ence of Millard Fillmore,
Daniel 'Vebster, General Scott, 'Villiam H. Seward, and other
distinguished guests.

Narrowsburgh, should have been a place of aa much import
snce as Susquehanna or Port Jerns. When the New York and
Erie Railroad was opened, the company proposed to establish
here the connecting link between the Eastern and the Susque
hanna. Divisions; and probably would have done so if the
owners of real estate had not placed too high a value on their
property. The adjacent territory was cnt up into village lots,
for which exorbitant prices were demanded, and a wild spirit
of speculation prevailed. II the company had been presented

• Tbi8 RtOJ"j WR.R invented bv & conceited scribbler. The raftlmen of the Dele..,..
~re more familia.r with railroads at that time than any other olaee of ourci~
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with land free of cost sufficient for their purposes, dreams of event
ual prosperity and wealth would not have been baseless, and as
the area of the village increased in extent, the fancy-prices
of 1848, would in time have become sober realities. As it was,
it became au easy matter for Port Jervili to secure the coveted
udvautages. This at first seemed like a wet blanket upon the
prosperity of the place, and threatened to cool its enterprise
and defeat its ~rowth. But its natural advantages were great;
and from the three dwelling-houses and two hotels of 1846, it
has increased in population until its friends claim that its
residents number six hundred souls. Besides its churches, it
has four hotels, five stores, (besides four devoted to the sale of
lager) fifteen to twenty mechanics' shops, andfourteen ioidoios !
How far the Erie Railway has been instrumental in producing
the latter danqerous element of 80ci~ty we are unable to say;
but we presume when the strong-minded of the physically
weaker sex secure to their sisters the right to operate the road,
the bereaved ladies will not preponderate oyer the bereaved
lords.*

There is a mystery about the original settlement at the mouth
Jf Ten Mile river, which after ~wenty years of patient inquiry,
we are unable to solve. 'Ve know that it was made under flat
tering circumstances; that it was broken up by the Indians in
1763, and that everyone of the residents was massacred. Be
yond this we can sn.y nothing of it with certainty. Perhaps
8001e future historian, by examining the musty and moth-eaten
archives of Connecticut and New Jersey, will find a key which
will unlock its yet untold story. Tempus omnia revelat; but will
it ever bring to light the sad tale of those whose blood was shed
on the banks of Ten Mile river in the full of 1763 ?

There is a tradition in the neighborhood that the saw-mill
and grist-mill which Chapman says was in the Cushetunk colony
previous to 176:) were here. A gentleman of the town claims
that half of one of the stones used in the grist-mill forms a part
of his fire-place, and that the other half is ut the bottom of the
river. It is also said that a Mr. Evans was one of the first set
tlers, and that one John Moore owned the mills and a house, as
well as ten thousand acres of land on which they were con
strueted. Mqore, it is alleged, exchanged his property for whisky.
'I'he allegation ma.y be founded in truth. It must have taken
him many years, however, to swallow so fair an estate; whereas,
in the fifth year of the settlement, every resident was killed. All
such traditions are very unreliable, especially in a town like this,
where there were but few permanent inhabitants, Besides this,

,. Wo arc indebted to ~lr. Ja.m~s D. Appley for a considerable portion of what is
written concerning Big Eddy.
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we have positive evidence tha.t John Moore was living peace
ably and quietly on the banks of the Delaware as late as 17D2.
In tha.t year, Peter E. Gumaer, one of the Collectors of l\Ic.uua
kating, traveled from Peenpack to Ten Mile River to collect of
him the sum of three shillings and one-half of a penny-a. tax
which seems insignificant in these days ; nevertheless, John
Moore's was the largest in the old town of LUlllberland, with a
single exception.

LoOOn Smith, in his unpublished history, saJ~ that \febb,
who surveyed the Minisink Patent, in 1762, 'declares that
there was then a saw-mill at the mouth of Ten ~Iilc river. Ac
cording to Smith, it was known as Reeve's mill, and was the
property of Elijah Reeve, who died at Otisville, in 1814. This,
if true, is important, 'Ve believe, however, that the mill owned
bv Reeve was not the one mentioned by 'Yebb and Chapman,
although it may have occupied the same site.

For lllany years, Ten l\Iile River was considered the central
point of Lumberland, There town-meetings were held, and the
business of the town transacted. Samuel Hankins was a mer
chant of the place at an early period.

Beaver Brook has been noted for the enterprise of those who
have resided there. Among these we nlay mention RicharJ 'V.
Corwin, one of the Swartwouts, N. T. Rodman and H. P. Shultz.
The two last named gentlemen were largely engaged as manu
facturers of Iuuiber, Doctor John Conklin, of Port Jervis,
owned an extensive tract of land there, and carried on the same
business, Charles S. 'Voodward also lived there several years,
and was prominent as a business-Inan and a politician. To his
perseverance and pertinacity is due the honor of compelling the
Delaware and Hudson Canal Company to pay taxes in the
county, like other property-holders. That incorporation claimed
imruunitv from taxation ; and but few men were found with suf
ficieut nerve to brave the force of their wealth and influence.
Mr. Woodward was one of them, and after a long contest, com
pelled the cOlupany to discharge the duty it owes to the towns
through which it passes.

A former resident of Tusten says: "Joseph Carpenter was
the first resident at the mouth of Beaver brook of whom I have
knowledge ; but there were others there before him. 'Villiam
'VeIls, of Halfwav brook memory, lived from about 1812 to
IH20 at what we called Beaver Brook :Mills. "There Charles S.
,Voodward resided was a wilderness in 1825, as well as a large
part of the town. Elijah and Elisha Reeve of 1\1ount Hope
owned a saw-mill on the outlet of Big pond as long ago as 1810,
and there were also at that time one or more mills on the west
branch of Beaver brook near where Woodward lived, In 1800,
George D. Wickham, as had his father before him, owned three-
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fourths or more of what is now Tnsten. Both fnt11er and sJ)n
were extensively engaged in lumbering. John Duer owned a
large lumbering-establishment on Halfway brook. The lands
of this region at that time cost next to nothing, and these men
were shrewd enough to reap the benefits. Hardly an owner of
lands of any prominence resided in that part of the country,
Proprietors seldom even visited their possessions. They gener
ally operated by agents, and were satisfied with the wealth
acquired at the expense of the town, the value of which was
reduced as its forests of choice timber were consumed."

In June, 184:5, there was a ruinous fire in the woods near Ten
Mile river. Large quantities of valuable timber were consumed,
as well as several saw-mills. The principal sufferers were
Hankins & Bennett, Charles S. Woodward, Roberts & Barnes
and Dodge & St. John.

On the 11th of December, 1847, a. formidable riot occurred at
Narrowsbllrgh. Contractors on the New York and Erie rail
road had reduced the wages of their laborers, which greatly ex
asperated the latter, Dot only against their employers, but
against all who considered the reduction just. An inn-keeper
named John Verschau rendered himself vell. obnoxious to the
hands, about one hundred of whom, armed WIthdeadly weapons,
assembled and sacked Verschau's house, destroyed his furniture
and other loose property, and burned the building, Seventeen
of the rioters-all Germans-c-were arrested and committed to jail
in l\Ionticello. At the February. Sessions of 18-18, they were
tried for the offense, and ten of them sentenced to ninety duYS

Imprisonment and to pay n fine of fifty dollars each. ..
At times there has been observed a peculiar ebullition of the

water at Big Eddy. At some points where the river is not deep,
the agitation resembled boiling water over n very hot fire. In
the summer of 1854, Bishop Potter of Pennsylvnuin, and
several other learned gentlemen who were tcmpornrily at Nar
rowsburgh, had their attention directed to the phenomonu of
the Eddy, and concluded to investigate them. Th('.," found that
the bubbling and boiling 'V:l.S caused by the C~c:l.PC of an inflam
mable gas from the bed of the river, By u simple contrivance
they collected the gas and burnt it, and fouud that it afforded a.
steady and brilliant light, One of their experiments had n. Inn
Icrous termination. They procured a hog-heu.l, removed one
of its heads, and inserted a lead-pipe ill the other. They
next pnt the open end of the hogshead over a place w}lf~re there
was a grea,t uprising of the gns, and got a mau to st.md on the
other end to keep the vessel stationary. After waiting cl. proper
time, fire was applied to the farther end of the pipe, when there
was an unexpected upheaval of the hogshead and the man who
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Itood upon it. The gas had exploded, throwing both several
feet into the air.

There has been no attempt to explain the mystery, although
the ga...q is probably due to a large quantity of vegetable matter
which has been submerged by the drift of the river.

These and other indications led to the belief that petroleum
would be found at this point by deep boring, and in 1865, a
company was formed and some capital sunk as a result of this
opinion. No oil was found.

On the last Sunday of August, 1866, eight cars loaded with
oil ware standing on the main track of the railroad at Narrows
burgh, when a freight-train, moving on the same rails, collided
with the oil-cars, and crushed them, causing the oil to run over
the adjacent grounds and mill-pond. The oil instantly took
fire, and every inflammable thing within its reach was enveloped
in flames, as well as the pond of water, which covered several
acres. Several buildings were destroyed. The second story of
one of these was occupied by Charles 'Villiams, with his wife
and two children. 'Villiams seized the children and rushed
through the flames in front of the house. ,"Vhile doing so, he
dropped one of them, and stopped to pick it up. All three
were so badly burned that they died. Mrs. ",,""illiams escaped
by jumping from a second story rear-window, where there was
no fire, and within an hour afterwards was delivered of a child.
The train of cars was entirely destroyed, as well as a house of
Joseph Bivens, another of Andrew Hendricks, the building
occupied by Williams, a carpenter's shop, 50,000 feet of lumber,
eta. The loss of property was estimated at $80,000.

There are in this town a Methodist Episcopal, a Baptist, and
an Evangelical Lutheran Church.

•4.. class of Methodists was formed in 1839, at Narrowsbnrgh,
nnder the preaching of Rev. Thomas J. Lyon, who afterwards
abandoned the ministry of his church, and became a lawyer
and politician. In 1~55, the society erected a church-edifice at
a cost. of $2,000.

The Baptist Church of Ten Mile River was organized in 1840
by Rev. Henry Curtis of the Damascus society. Their house
of worship was built in 1856.

St. Paul's (Lutheran) Church was formed and its edifice bull'
in 1869.

The Roman Catholics also have a place in which they worship
at Narrowsburgh.
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Exclusive of the latter, there are one hundred and fourteen
professed Christians in the town.

SUPERVISORS OJ! THE TOWN OJ! TUSTEN.

From To
1854 Charles S. Woodward 1855
1855 John S. Hughes 1858
1858 Albert H. Russell 1859
1859 Commodore C. Murray 1864
18f>4 Elisha A. Greene 1865
1865 William Darling 1866
1866 Commodore C. Murray 1870
1870 Elisha A. Greene 1871
1871 Lewis N. Stanton ...••....•......•.•.1874:





OH.APTER XVITI.

DELAWARE AND BUDSON CANAL.

Our conntry owes this greaf work to the farseeing intelli
gence of William and Maurice WurL~gentlemenwho were at
first deemed fit subjects for an insane asylum, because they
labored to convince the public that anthracite coal would
become an article of necessity.

As early as 1812, 'Villiam Wurts, who was then a young
merchant of Philadelphia, commenced exploring the coal-beds
of Luzerne county. 'Vith compass and pickax, he attempted
to trace the coal up the Lackawanna valley, and from thence
to the Delaware river; but as he approached the latter, he
encountered the sand-rocks which underlie the coal-measures,
rocks in which no valuable seam of coal can be found. He
abandoned his search for this valuable mineral in the immediate
vicinity of the Delaware; but did not resign his project of
making that river a highway for transporting coal to the sea
board. He examined the eastern gaps of the Moosic mountains
to find a practicable route to the head-waters of the Lacka
waxen, upon which he believed coal could be floated to the
Delaware, and in 1814 purchased large tracts of land, one of
which covered the present site of Carbondale. In the same
year, he transported coal to New York and Philadelphia for
exhibition, to which places it was taken by the western route.

Eight or ten miles from his coal openings, at the opposite
bLse of the Moosic range is a narrow, sluggish stream known
as Jones' creek, a tributary of the Wallenyaupack, as the latter
is of the Lackawaxen. The summer 0 1815 was spent in
removing obstructions from the first-named stream, and during
the fall two sleigh-loads were hauled over the mountain, and
placed upon a raft. After a heavy rain, when the water was
high, the primitive craft was sta.rted for the Delaware. The
attempt was a more decided "failure than was Van Tuyl's first
endeavor to navigate the Neversink. After passing down stream
for about a mile the raft came in contact with a rock, and the
shining freight lodged in the bed of Jones' creek.

[655]
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Mr. Wurts next hauled coal with oxen to the Wallenpaupack,
twenty miles distant. It was then rafted to 'Vilsonville Falls,
around which it was carried on wagons to the Eddy in the
Lackawaxen; then re-loaded in arks, and if the latter survived
the perils of the Lackawaxen and Delaware, it was taken to
Philadelphia, " where nobody wanted the black stuff as all the
blowing and stirring given to it did not make it burn."* The
public were not only ignorant of the utility of this kind of fuel,
but the expense of getting it to a market was ruinous, Conse
quently but little was taken over this route, and the enterprise
of rafting coal on the 'Vallenpaupack was regarded as a failure,
and Mr. \Vurts as a monomaniac,

In 1822, Maurice Wurts became interested with his brother
William, and the two proceeded to Carbondale, with a number
of workmen, where they camped in the woods, and slept on
hemlock-bou~~s, transporting their provisions for miles on
horseback. rtere, at great expense, they mined about eight
hundred tons of coal, which they intended to haul to the
Lackawaxen during the ensuing winter. They determined to
substitute pine-rafts in the place of the more frail arks, and
believed that the sale of the timher and coal together would
yield a handsome profit. But the finest schemes of man are
often thwarted bv unexpected contingencies. The ensuing
winter W8.M unusually mild; there was but little snow; instead of
taking eight hundre·d tons of coal to the Lackawaxen on sleighs,
they were able to haul but one hundred; coal was worth from
ten to twelve dollars per ton in Philadelphia when they com
menced mining at Carbondale; but the quantity sent from the
more accessible Lehigh region reduced the price so that there
was no margin for profit to the Messrs. "Turts, at least while
they transported coal over mountains on sleighs, and down wild
rivers on rafts.

Intellectual dwarfs shrink and wither in peril, while the giant
mind acquires magnitude in proportion to the dangers which
arise and threaten disaster. Without competition and with fair
profits on the fuel and the lumber they sent to market, William
and Maurice Wurts probably would have continued the coal
business on a small scale, and been contented with their primi
tive mode of transportation, and their limited revenue from the
business. At that time, in a single veal', six thousand tons of
anthracite glutted the markets of all the cities of the Atlantic
coast of the United States. Maurice ,Vurts, knowing this fact,
proposed to send to the city of New York alone one hundred
thousand tons annually, and to provide n way to do so, broached
the project of scaling the Moosic mouutain 'lith n railroad, and
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constructing along canal through a rugged and almost unex
plored country, from the interior of Wayne county, Pennsylvania,
to the Hudson! It is not surprising that the boldness of the
proposition caused many who could see but the necessities of
the hour to regard Maurice 'Vurts as wild and visionary, if not
absolutely insane.

William 'Yurts, who readily adopted the views of his brother,
undertook to explore a route for the canal, and followed the
valley of the Lackawaxen ana Delaware until he reached the
Shawangunk. Thus far there was no obstacle which was a bar
to the project; but here he met a rocky barrier which seemed too
formidable for a communication by water to the point which
he wished to reach in the vicinity of the .Highlands of the
Hudson. In this emergency, he was advised by Abraham
Cuddeback, of Cuddebackville, to explore the valley west of the
mountain." Here he found an abundance of water and every
thing else favorable except public opinion. The entire route
was feasible. When this was ascertained, the brothers deter
mined to devote all their energies to the consummation of their
enterprise.t Through their efforts, the Legislatures of Pennsyl
vania and New York enacted necessary laws. Residents on the
route were then asked to contribute toward the preliminary
Rurvey, but 'very generally declined to do so. The Messrs.
Wurts then employed Benjamin Wright, who was con
sidered the best engineer of the country, to locate the canal and
road, and make an estimate of the cost of the work.

Mr. Wright made his report in 1824. He pronounced the im
provement practicable, and estimated the expense at $1,300,000,
a sum so large that its realization seemed almost hopeless,
especially as capitalists looked upon the project as a chimera.
worthy of hobby-riders and hot-brained enthusiasts. After this
report, a greater number of their friends expressed grave
doubts as to the sanity of William and Maurice Wurts, and the
latter were obliged to decide 'whether they would abandon the
enterprise, and be classed among visionary schemers, or vindi
cate the wisdom of its conception by securing its completion
and demonstrating its utility. They knew, from the experience
of communities older than our own, that a period was approach
ing when our forests could not be relied upon for a supply of
fuel for dense centres of population, and that even then true
economy proved that anthracite should be substituted for wood.

• Hollister's Lackawa.nD& Valley.
t Eager 8ays Maurice WurtB travened Orange couutv in search of a practicable

route for the canal to Newburgh; but he found the Hhawangunk an insurmountable
obetaclo. Abraham Cuddeback led him to examine the valley leading to KingstoDtwhere & good route was found. Hollister, who gives a better account of the labOn Of
the HeeB1'L Wuns, declaree that WdZiam made the exploration.

42
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Pnblic opinion was against them; but the minds of the ignorant
and prejudiced were enlightened by these energetic and enter
prising brothers, who erected, in New York and Philadelphia,
stoves and grates suitable for burning Lackawanna coal, and
thus established the fact that it was cheaper, more convenient
and every way preferable to wood and charcoal. The press,
then influential because not sensational, was enlisted in their
favor, and rapidly the mountain of prejudice, more formidable
than the Moosic range, was removed. There was a favorable
change in public sentiment. The plans of the brothers were
matured. The)" proposed that a company should be formed with
a capital of $1,500,000; that the company should surmount the
Moosic by the way of Rix' Gap (800 feet in height) by means
of inclined planes; that their railway should extend to the
nearest point at which a sufficient supply of water could be
commanded for canal navigation; that they should mine, carry
to market and sell their oWil coal ; that they should embark in
the business of banking; .and that they should engage in real
estate speculations at {>oints on their canal where land was
certain to appreciate ill value. A wise economy permeated
every part of their undertaking.

Books of subscription were opened in New York, and every
share of the capital-stock taken. The brothers were no longer
half crazy adventurers-the sport of shallow-brained wits-but
the acknowledged heads of a powerful organization, with means
to test fully and fairly the merits of their proj~ct.

The canal and railroad were. commenced ill 1826 and com
pleted in 1828.* On the 3d of December of the latter year, a
fleet of six canal boats, laden with one hundred and twenty tons
of coal, (the first from the head of the canal.) passed through
Mamakating Hollow (now Wurtsborough), on their way to the
Hudson. The ancient Dutch residents, and the more recent
Yankee importations, turned out with their families to witness
the cheering spectacle. The sleep of ages was broken by the
roaring of cannon and the lusty cheers of the people. The ca
nal was considered a great public blessing-s-quite equal to any
thing in the history of the country, not excepting even the birth
of the nation; for we find the good people of the va.lley on the
ensuinz Fourth of July engaged in celebrating" American In
dependence and the canal," on which occasion Colonel Jacob
Gumaer officiated as Marshal; Eli Bennett, as Reader ; John
Dorrance, as President, and Lyman Odell as Orator.t

Said Mr. Odell, ., The genius of free government is peculiarly

• In some places on the summit-level, the bottom of the canal W&S made of coarse
gravel, and in a few hours all the water that could be commanded leaked through and
disappeared.

t Watchman, July, 1826.
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adapted, no less to public than social improvement. Already
have our citizens caught the enrapturing flame, and accom
plished more in the great field of public enterprise, than
centuries have been able to produce under the despotism of
foreign power. * * * * Suffer me to roll back the tide of
time for a few short years, and contrast the past with the
present condition of this county. Then the towering summits
of the Shawangunk mountain, piled up in massive sublimity as
if to hold converse with the clouds, stretched an almost impass
able barrier along her borders, and seemed to laugh in sullen
silence upon every attempt of her citizens to communicate with
the rest of the world by toiling over its rocky surface. Then
the wealthy feared and the enterprising shrank back from the
privations and seclusions of this familiarly denominated wooden
country. At length the scene is changed. A faint ray of light
begins to illuminate her dusky horizon; and the great project
is conceived of mingling the *aters of the Delaware and Hudson
together through the medium of an artificial channel! Heaven
fired the breasts of a few public-spirited individuals with a
fortitude which no obstacle could shake, and having ascertained
the feasibility of the project, and made the necessaryarrange
ments, the first decisive blow was struck! But four years have
elapsed, and while timidity has faltered at the hazardous under
taking, and incredldity has pointed the finger of derision at the
'wild and visionary project,' the work has been steadily prose
cuted, with a rapidity which outstrips all former example, to a
successful completion l! The gloomy silence which heretofore
reigned along the base of these mountains is broken by the
busy din· of commercial enterprise; and our daily avocations
are cheered with the shrill music of the bugle, announcing the
arrival and departure of boats laden with the produce and the
wealth of this hitherto wild and ne~lected region. N0 lon~er

is Sullivan shut out from the free and. easy communication WIth
her sister counties; and the spell of the Mountain God which
has so long locked up her resources is 'shorn of its influence'
forever! "

At first the canal was intended for boats of thirty tons bur
then; subsequently its capacity was so enlarged as to admit
vessels of :fifty tons, and finally improved so as to pass boats of
one hundred and thirty.

The first locomotive engine in America was imported from
. England and used on the road of this company at Honesdale.
It was intended to be employed in the place of horse-power on
the level east of the Moosic. The hemlock trestling over the
Lackawaxen was considered too frail for the great weight of the
engine, and almost everyone predicted that the strange ma
chine, with the bridge and the engineer, .would be precipitated
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into the river at the first attempt ilo cross. Major Horatio AI
le~ was the only one who dared to pass over the structure with
the iron steed, and his pBSRage was witnessed by a multitude of
spectators, who were happily disappointed; for he crossed in
safety, and triumphantly disappeared in thenarrow vista. which
was then bounded on either SIde by laurels and hemlocks. The
road, as originally made, however, was found too weak for this
engine, a1~ough sufficient for horse-cars, and the pioneer loco
motive of the western world was thrown from the track, and for
many lears was a broken rusty wreck. U unhonored and un
8U~." It is somewhat singular that Barnum did not gather
the mterestin~relies and degrade them by placing them among
such curiosities as the Woolly Horse, Joice Heth, and the
"Happy Family" of morphinized birds and beasts.

With the completion of the canal, the Messrs. Wllrts hoped
that their toils and anxieties would terminate; but their hopes
were baseless. Years of labor-such labor as they alone could
furnish-were yet necessary to place the work beyond the
possibility of failure. Disaster threatened it, and on its success
depended not only their fortunes, but what is dearer to such
men, their good name.

The embarrassments of the company arose from several
causes, 1. Their engineer had greatly under-estimated the cost
of the improvement. A heavy indebtedness was the result. The
Directors had borrowed of the State of New York the large sum
of $800,000. 2. '.Fhere was at first but a limited demand for
coal, and mnch competition on the part of rival organizations.
3. The small quantity of coal taken to New York in 1828 and
1829, was surface-coal which had been exposed to deteriorating
~encies for many centuries, and was quite worthless. This fur
nished plausible grounds for the slanders of enemies, who as
serted that the fuel from the Lackaweuna valley was valueless,
and that if it were otherwise, the canal and railroad were so illy
constructed and perishable in character, that they were incapa
ble of passing a sufficient amount of tonnage to pay interest on
their cost. 4. The absurd cry of monopoly was also raised to
prejudice the ignorant and superficial against the companv.*
5. No dividends were paid, and stock which had cost the holder
$100, was a drug in the market at from $60 to $70. 6. Legisla
tive bodies were invoked to crush the company by hostile action.

Maurice Wurts, who had resigned the position of Superintend
ent in 1828, resumed that office, and his brother, John Wurts,
then a prominent Representative in Congress and a member of
the Philadelphia bar, assumed the presidency. These gentle
men devoted the remainder of their lives to the company's in-

• Bolliater'. LaobW&DD& Valley_
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tel'P.stR, and the proud position it has attained is principally due
to their anxious care, laborious industry and practical good
sease, Under their management the debts of the company were
honorably paid, its capacity increased fourfold, and its good
name placed on an enduring foundation. The stock of the
company, once 'worth but sixty cents per dollar, ran up to one
hundred and forty, and instead of carrying one hundred thou
sand tons of coal to market per annum," they lived to announce
that the number considerably excee-ded one million !* The cap
ital-stock of the corporation is no longer limited to $1,500,000;
but has been raised to $7,000,000, and even now its affairs are
exempt from the spirit of peculation and fraud which, vampire
like, IS draining the life-blood of too many communities and in
corporations. The latter fact is due to the policy established
by the Messrs, ",Vuns, to employ no subordinates except men
of well-attested honesty, sobriety and capacity, to pay them lib
erally but not extravagantly, and to employ them during good
behavior.

How ecstatic and extravagant would have been the sentences
of Lyman Odell, the WurtsborouO'h orator of 182H, if he could
have foreseen the time when vesseYs larger than the sloops of his
<lay, would be constantly gliding back and forth through the
wJley of Mamakating, and that the aggregate tonnage of the
canal would amount every year to many millions of dollars in
value!

The effect of cheap and easy transportation on localities is
important. Notwithstanding good roads were opened to and
through the county previous to 1830, the increase of population
was but 6,256 during the preceding twenty years. From 1830
to 1850, the increase was 12t 728. The wealth of Sullivan ad
vanced in a greater ratio in the latter period. Three JearH after
the canal was constructed, John Eldridge, Rufus Palen and 011e
or two other large tanners commenced operations here, and they
were followed h, other ruen of their calling as the bark of
Greene, Schoharie and Ulster was exhausted, until this county
was considered the most important sole-leather manufacturing-

• In lR70, the principal companies ('ng'a~ed in mining and transporting anthracik
reported that they brought to market 14,H8,958 tons, of which the

RE>adin~Railroad Company delivered ........•••.•.•••..•••••••. 3,~,371

8chuyklll Canal, ..........................•................... 502,812
Lehigh V,1Ut'y Railroad, ...........••.• 0 •••• _ - •••••••••••••• 0'· 3,515.4Ml
LPhigh Navigation and ltailroad, _ .0. 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 1,713,208
Delaware and Lackawanna Ituilroad, 0 ••• 0 •• 0. _ •••• _ ••• 2,2-17.689
Delaware and Hudson Canal, . . . .. ....•.. ....•••........... . .. 1.752,099
Pennsylvania Coal Company, ..•...•.• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 • • • • • •• 1,044,298

14,H8,968
The total amonnt (., anthracite, bituminous and semi-bituminous coal taken 10 mar

ket in the United States, during the year, exceeded 17,000,000tons l
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district in the world. Without the canal, this interest would not.
have been developed previous t-o 1850.

But the benefit of this canal tp Sullivan is a mere bagatelle
when compared with its benign influence on the coal-region of
Pennsylvania, on New York and other cities, and on the country
a.t large. Its success led to other works for a similar purpose,
which now minister to the comforts of the poor, and add to the
wealth of the rich. Destroy the coal-fields of the Lackawanna,
and the public improvements which have been made to convey
the carbonaceous deposit to those who consume it, and you will
bring upon an immense number of the human family an evil not
exceeded by famine and pestilence. From such a contingency
only could we learn ~y to estimate the benefits conferred by
William and Maurice Wurls, whose memory should be honored
by all good men.



CHAPTER XIX.

THE NEW YORK AND ERIE RAILROAD.

In the first years of the present century, there was a project
for opening a national road from the Hudson to the great \\Test.
It was originated by General James Clinton, and was favored
by many leading men of that period. It was known as the Na
tional Appian Way. One of its proposed routes 'was across
Mamakating, Thompson, Liberty and Rockland, and from
thence westward through Oxford, in Chenango county. In.June,
1807, the citizens of Newburgh dispatched John De\Vitt, Fran
cis Crawford, Samuel Sackett, and Daniel Stringham to explore
this route, and raised £30 to pay their expenses. These gentle
men commenced their labors at the Blue Mountain on sub
division 4 of the Fourth Allotment, and followed very near the
route of the Midland railroad until they reached the Delaware
county line. It was then deemed that the country was too weak
in its resources to engage in works of such magnitude, and the
scheme failed. But it is believed that to the bold and compre
hensive views then expressed by General Clinton rnay be traced
the birth of Dewitt Clinton's love of internal improvements,*

Subsequently the Appian Way was received under a new
name. The State canals were constructed to the manifest
injury of the southern counties of New York, whose people,
nevertheless, acknowledged their general importance and were
proud of the distinction acquired by the State in consequence
of its enterprise. The effect of these improvements on our
county is worthy of brief consideration. Before they were
consummated, our region attracted men who were searching for
cheap homesteads. Of what the superficial esteem wealth
they had but little; .but in muscle, energy and industry, they
were rich. Our land was productive. \Vheat was a common
crop. On soil largely occupied by stumps and rocks, forty
bushels of rye or buckwheat per acre was the usual yield.
This resulted from the humidity of the atmosphere caused by

*' Report of Bailroad committee, Legislature of ~cw York, 1~32.

[Go3]
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extensive forests; the protection against severe winds afforded
by the 'Woods which surrounded almost every field, and the
large amount of potash-one of the best fertilizers-which was
made by burning fallows. Grain was then exported not only
from Sullivan, but from regions more remote. The lofts of our
country-stores literally groaned beneath the breadstuffs which
were stored in them. Our county was gradually acquiring a
most valuable population, because here land was cheap and
productive, and not too remote from a great avenue of com
merce. The Erie canal was proposed. Far-seeing and saga
cious men saw that it was practicable, and its construction
sooner or later certain, and thenceforth the tide of population
tended to Central New York, and the fertile regions beyond.
Public opinion formed a phalanx of such determination as to
defy opposition, and not only the Erie hut the lateral canals
were completed in a. time which surprised their projectors.
These works were a blessing to the State at large, and especially
to the region in which they were located. Farm-lands in their
vicinity, which, in 1804, commanded a less price than ours,
forty years later were worth from seventy-five to a hundred
dollars per acre, while ours decreased in value from four to two
dollars. This was the case even in the neighborhood of the
county-seat. How could it be otherwise? To the interior of
our count}.. there was but one route, which surmounted two
dreary mountains, and which afforded no flattering prospect to
the immigrant, By the time he overcame them, he disliked the
country. Frequently he did not reach the Neversink river ; but,
retracing his steps, took a steamboat on the Hudson for Albany;
from thence a canal-boat, at an expense of one cent per mile,
and reached the productive West almost without expense or
fatigue."

These facts were patent to every intelligent resident of
Sullivan, and while no one complained of the burthens which
these improvements caused to be imposed, it was claimed that
the State should contribute a fraction of its bounty to promote
the welfare of the secluded regions, Hence when McAdam
demonstrated that a stone-road was superior to all others then
in use, and it was apparent that there could not be a continuous
water-communication through the "Southern Tier," the State
was urged to build a l\IcAdam road from the west to the
Hudson. A controversy ensued as to the eastern terminus,
'which led to an unfavorable result in the Legislature, and while
the scheme was in abeyance, it was discovered that an iron-road
was better than any other, and that steam could be applied on
it as a motor. Thenceforth Appien Weys and McAdamized

.. Pla.tt Pelton, in Watchman, Jannar~· S. l83a.
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~J\ds were dismissed from the minds of our ci~zens, and they
clamored for a railroad from Lake Erie to the Hudson through
the southern counties.

The earliest proposition to build a railroad through Sullivan
was made in the fall of 1829, when the railroad men of Baltimore
invited Members of Congress to ride in cars furnished with
masts and sails, and moved by wind. This proposition was in
a pamphlet, in 'which the writer advocated the making of a
railway from the Atlantic to the Mississippi. We have no more
than a few extracts from this pamphlet, which were copied into
8. newspaper at that time, and do not know the name of its
writer; but he who wrote it had a resolute and comprehensive
brain, and an eye which saw in the future the results of a
wonderful invention, which was then like an infant Hercules
in its cradle. He pointed out the route of the proposed railway
frOID the vicinity of New York city, across Sullivan to the Dela
ware river, up the latter to where the Erie now crosses to the
Susquehanna; thence to the Tioga, Lake Erie, the State of
Ohio, etc. His arguments to show that it was of national im
portance would not be appropriate in a local work like ours;
hat we cannot refrain from copying the following sentences,
because, when they 'were first given to the public, they seemed
like the fumes of a diseased brain; but less than half a centurv
has proved them the essence of wisdom: "'

"The Atlantic and Mississippi Bailway would, when com
pleted, be far more beneficial in its effects on the intervening
country, and on our national prosperity, than to turn the Jli.ssi.ft:
sippi itself into the same COU1"Se. Free from the inundations, the
currents, the rapds, the ice, and the sand-bars of that mighty
stream, the. rich products of its wide-spread valley woulc1 be
driven to the shores of the Atlantic with greater speed than if
wafted by the wings of the wind; and the rapid return of com
mercial equivalents would spread life and prosperity over the
face of the finest and fairest portion of the habitable world."

To accomplish the work he claimed among other things, that
it should be undertaken by incorporations, aided by grants of
money or lands from the general government, the very plan
adopted more than forty years later, to secure the construction
of the Pacific road.

On the 27th of August, 19~1, a meeting was held at the bouse
of S. W. B. Chester, in Monticello, to consult in regard to the
survey of 8 railroad from the Hudson river to Ohio. This meet
ing resolved that the survey was worthy of attention, and then
adjourned to the 30th of the same month. In the published
proceedings the name of no person who attended it appc~u"8.
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At the adjourned meeting, there was a declaration in favor of a
road as far as Elmira, and John P. Jones, Platt Pelton, Hiram
Bennett, Randall S. Street and Archibald C. Niven were ap
pointed a committee to promote the project.

On the 20th of December, 1831, a convention of delegates
from all the southern counties except Orange and Rockland, was
held at Owego. George Morell, of Otsego, was president. This
body took ground in favor of a railroad from Lake Erie to the
Hudson, and resolved to apply to the Legislature for a charter.
From that time the people of the counties bordering on Penn
sylvania took definite action in regard to a communication
through their territory by railroad.

During the Legislative session of 1832, the company was in
corporated. Among the corporators 'were three citizens of Sul
lj.van-John P. Jones, Randall S. Street and Alpheus Dimmick.

The original intention was to make it a railway suitable for
the use ofhorses, so that the inhabitants who lived on the route
could employ their own cars and motive power. "Animal
power," said the managers, "ma.y be considered the natural
power of the country; and on long routes, where ~eat ine
qualities in the amount of transport and travel will occur;
where the commodities to be conveyed, instead of presenting a
regular supply, will probably amount to many times as much
some months as others, the use of horses may be ex~ected, for
a time at least, to be practically cheaper than steam.' A road
for locomotives, it was agreed, would cost from $12,000 to
$14,000 per mile, while one for animals could be made for $5,000
or $6,000, and on the latter the company would be at no expense
for engines, carriages, &c.

On the 9th of July, 1833, books were opened for subscription
to the capital-stock to the amount of one million of dollars.
This amount, it was believed, was enough to complete a single
track from the Hudson to the Susquehanna, with a sufficient
number of turn-outs to render the desultory movements of the
horse-cars of farmers and others practical. The managers
anticipated embarrassment from excessive subscriptions, and
published a proviso showing in what manner they would reduce
the total amount to one million.

In the light of ripe experience, their plans were all puerile
and childish. Nevertheless they were approved by Benjamin
\Yright, whose reputation as a civil engineer was pre-eminent.

The amount required was subscribed; but a large part of the
stock taken was by a nominal arrangement with a man named
William G. Buckner, who, on the last day and at the last
moment, took all that was not secured by others. Another vear
passed, during which the company did not receive enough from
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its stockholders and others, to make necessary sUITeys. In
1834, the people directly interested again appealed to the
Legislature, which granted $15,000 to enable Benjamin Wright;
and his subordinates to examine the route, and report the
result. This was done, and his report may be found in the
Assembly Documents of 1835. It established the fact that a
practicable route existed even through Sullivan, which, until
this time had been considered the most unfavorable region.

Mr. Wright's labors did not give vitality to the project. The
company lacked material resources, and capitalists were un
willing to venture an amount adequate to the magnitude
of the undertaking. In 1835, the State was petitioned to
become a stockholder; but declined to grant further aid. In
1836, the application was renewed, when an issue of State-stock
-to the amount of $600,000 was authorized on the completion of
a track of the road, within the State, from the Hudson and
Delaware canal to Bin~hamton; of $700,000 when it reached
the Alleghany river; of ~300,000 when it extended to Lake Erie;
of $400,000 'when completed from the Hudson to the Hudson
and Delaware canal; and of $1,000,000 when a double line was
made within the State from one terminus to the other.

The act of 1846 did not exert a salutary influence on capital
ists. Men of wealth still refused to promote the enterprise by
liberal subscriptions. It is alleged that their financial costive
ness resulted from a lack of confidence in those who had the
affairs of the company in charge. However this may be, in
1848, further legislation was solicited and a more liberal act
passed, by 'which the State agreed to invest one dollar for every
two expended by the company, the State appropriation not to
exceed 83,000,000.

It is said that the passage of this act was due to the un
wearied and persistent efforts of Hon. John P. Jones, one of the
founders of Monticello, who was then in the Senate, and that
his action 'was enlivened by a pledge of the company that, if he
succeeded in securing the passage of the act, they would locate
the road on what 'was then known as the Brownson route. This.
route was the most favorable to Monticello, to the interests of
which he was ardently attached until his death. Some may
doubt that he was a man who could influence a legislative body,
as he was of slow and hesitatinz speech, exceedingly dull and
tiresome, and without a spark of magnetic power to excite fa
vorable action. Yet he was shrewd, and had some qualities
nearly allied to cunning and craft. In saying this of him, we
disclaim any imputation on his character for integrity and honor.
We believe he was influenced by justifiable motives, and wished
to secure to the county an important and vital interest.

Still there was but little if any progress. The resources of
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the company continued to be limited, and small as they were,
were squandered in paying large salaries, in making extensive
and incomplete surveys, and in partially constmcting here and
there useless fragments of their road.

.1rom 1MPort J~ Union.

){O~'TICELI..O AND PORT JERVIS RAILROAD.
STAIBWA' DRooK, Jan. S1, 1869.

D. HOLBROOK, ESQ.,-DEAR 8m :-In your issue of Jan. the
22, you have a long article in relation to the Port Jervis and
Monticello railroad, I 'would like to make known some facts to
you which ought also to be known and acted upon by all of the
people interested in that road.

In the winter of 1835--6 the Erie Railway company asked from.
the State of New York a loan of one million and a half of dol
Iars, The bill was .introduced in the Legislature at Albany, by
John P. Jones, of Monticello, at that time member of the Sen
ate, and with indefatigable perseverance and determination on
his part, the bill was carried through and became a law. "nile
this bill was pending the managers of the road gave their
plighted faith to Jones that they' would locate and put under
contract that portion of the line between Cuddebackville and the
forks of the Mongaup, by way of the Brownson route, passing
one and a half miles east of Monticello. And I 'was ordered to
~et the line ready with as little delay as possible, which I did,
fixing the maximum grade at 68feet per mile. This steep grade
extended for a distance about five or six miles, commencing near
Olow's Bridge or what is now called Oakland, and extending in
the direction of ::\Iollticello. The line was got ready but was
never put under contract ill ('onsequence of some wrangling be
tween the people of Monticello and Thompsonville. In eonse
quence of which this one million and a half dollars, together
with one million and a half more from the Company 'was ~quan
dered on other portions of the line between Binghamton and
Dunkirk by building it on piles which cost about as much as a
graded road, and which in the end proved perfectly useless and
was abandoned altogether. So you will perceive that the peo
ple of Monticello as well as other portions of the county have
been wronged out of what their Se-nator labored so long and ar
dently for. Now if this road is to be no tributary to the Erie
road it is but just, and they have a right to ask and demand
their assistance and aid in the building of the Monticello rail
road. It is but just and the IH'opJe should look into it and act
accordingly. If the Erie road can lease or buy hundreds of
railroads out west, they ought at least do something for this
road where their pliglltf'd faith has been given, and especially
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where they have received one and a half millions of dollars. I
would add that this one and a half millions was afterwards given
to the company, out and in full.

My object in writing this is that the people may know these
facts, and perhaps they mav act in such a way as to get the as
sistance of the Erie railroad in the construction of their own.

Very respectfully yours, &c.,
C. L. SEYMOUR.

In 1839, the people of the southern counties feared that the
company would never succeed in accomplishing the enterprise,
and the company itself seemed inclined to relinquish the under
taking. The State was importuned to assume the work. A bill
for that purpose passed the Assembly, but was defeated in the
Senate. It was deemed unwise for the State to embark in such
enterprises.

In 1840, the effort to make the road a State-work was renewed
unsuccessfully. The State, however, agreed to loan the com
pany $100,000 for every $100,000 previously expended in the
construction of the road, and for every $50,000 thereafter paid
from the funds of the incorporation, the Comptroller was
directed to issue stock to the amount of $100,000. No more
than $3,000,000 were to be thus contributed.

This law was considered highly favorable, and enabled the
directors to commence work with apparent vigor. The people
of the southern counties who had importuned the Legislature
for benefactions to the company, now hoped to witness a speedy
consummation of the long-sought improvement ; but their hopes
were soon dashed to the ground. Everything was uiisuiunaged,
The State-stocks were forced upon the market at unfavorable
times, and sold for less than their nominal value. The pro
oeeds were wasted in speculation, and in testing wild theories.
Among the latter was a crotchety idea that railroads could be
made to span valleys and other depressions of the earth's
surface, by upholding the track with posts and spiles. Instead
of experimenting on a limited scale and at a small cost, the
plan was tried on a magnificent basis and at enormous expense,
and resulted in a corresponding failure. Three millions received
from the State, and all that was paid by stockholders was gone,
and but fifty miles of the road in operation, while the company
was bankrupt. The State had more than paid for all the work
done, and had a prior lien upon it for $3,000,000. The franchise
of the company and all that had been accomplished by and
through it were not worth that amount, and the difficulty of
obtaining further subscriptions, while the road was thus pledged
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to the State for more than its value, wa.s insurmountable.* The
~ompany affected not to perceive this difficulty; but gave
another and unfounded reason to account for their troubles.
They pretended to discover in 1841 that the public had no
confidence in their work on account of the obstacles to be
overcome in Sullivan and other counties adjacent to the Dela
ware and Susquehanna!

Previous to this time, there was no pretense that the interior
route from the Shawangunk to the Delaware was impracticable,
and it could not be said that the line on the banks of that river
was even suggested in such a. way as to alarm fhe people of the
county. The company was pledged to run the road by the way
of Brownson's, and had made the necessary surveys. In 1840,
the President of the road informed the citizens of Monticello
that it had been determined to immediately file locations of the
interior route.

About this time the citizens of Thompsonville urged the
superiority of the route in 'which they were interested, and this
gave the company a very bald excuse for not immediately per
forming their promise to John P. Jones and others of Monti
cello. Probably they had never intended to do so. They had
done considerable work above the mouth of the Callicoon, but
little or none in Sullivan below that point. This is strong proof
to establish their falsehood and treachery.

Early in 1841, our citizens were informed that the company
had determined to adopt the Delaware river route, a route
which, it was alleged, they had not then even surveyed, and the
proposition was made to Monticello that the railroad-man
agers would contribute ten thousand dollars toward making a
turnpike-road from that place to the nearest point on the Erie
road. This proposition was indignantly spurned, and a contest
ensued in the Legislature of the State which continued several
years.

From 1841 to 1845 the company annually applied to the Leg
islature for the privilege of constructing a portion of their road
on the Pennsylvania side of the river, and made exaggerated
statements in regard to the interior route. These statements
were warmly combated by the people of Sullivan and other
connties. The company also asked to be released from the
State-lien. The latter request was finally granted conditionally,

.. The most shameless frauds were committed. The old stockholders were called
npon to pay no more instalments. Each contractor was required to take pay in stock
to the amount of one- third of his contract, and tne company a~Teed to pay him nearly
one-third more than his work was worth, When he had gone sufficiently far with his
contract, certificates of stock were issued to him, and affida.VItS made t'hat the work
had been paid for from monevs collected of stockholders. Armed with these affidavits,
the managers demanded of the State double the nominal expenditure made. In this
way the State paid for nearly all that was done.
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and in the same year (1845) the application to carry the road
into Pennsylvania was defeated, or rather withdrawn 'when it was
found that there was but a minority in its favor, and a section
substituted appointing Orville 'V. Childs, John B. Jervis and
Horatio Allen, engineers, to locate the road through the interior
of Sullivan, and if necessary through a portion of Ulster, if
they found a practicable route, the adoption of which would
Dot be greatly prejudicial to public interests ; but in case they
did not so locate, the company were authorized to construct a.
portion of the road on such route as the directors should
decide, through said counties of Ulst-er and Sullivan.

The friends of the interior route considered this practically a
triumph, and congratulated themselves that it had been won
without the aid of the Hudson and Delaware Canal Company,
which had co-operated with them until 1845, and then com
promised with the railroad-company."

The commissioners appointed by the act did not enter upon
their duties until late in the fall of 1845, and consequently their
labors were not concluded when the Legislature of 184:6, con
vened. This gave the COlllpany an opportunity to apply for a
modification of the law of the previous session, and an addi
tional act was passed, by which the Commissioners were to
decide whether there was a practical route through Sullivan
~'on which the company could construct their road without
great prejudice to the public interests of this State, and the
interests of the citizens of this State, who, in their judgment,
would be affected by the construction and location of the road
collectively conbidel~ed." And in case they should decide other
wise, then the companv were authorized to locate in Pennsyl
vania, subject, however,'"to the reserved power of the Legislature
of 1847, to direct otherwise. The act also added Frederick
Whittlesey, Jared 1Yilson, Job Pierson and'Villiam Dewey to
the Commission.t

During the ensuing season the Board. caused hurried and in
complete surveys to be made through Sullivan, and found that
the ascending and descending grades were better than had been
reported by the engineers of the company, and much more fa
vorable than the grades east and west of the county; that the
distance was about two and a half miles greater than by the
way of the more southern route; that the curvature was more
objectionable on the interior line than elsewhere; and that the
la.tter could be made for $401,480 less than the other. It was
claimed by the friends of the central route, that it was susceptible

.. The railroad company consented to & perpetual injunction being entered, prohib
iting them from making their road on the bank of the river occupied by the canal.

t See "Report of the :Minorityof the Committee on Railroads, in relation to the
location of the New York and Erie Railroad!' rAssembly Documents, 1847.
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of improvement 8.S to curvature and distance; but their sug
gestions were unheeded by the engineers, who naturally were in
clined to favor the side from which they could expect a prepon
derance of employment,

On the 5th of August, 1846, the commissioners (except Mr.
Pierson) met at the court-house in Montioello, to hear what
GOuld be said for and against the rival routes. Thomas McKis
sock of Newburgh appeared for the company, and William B.
Wright for the people.

At this meeting Mr. Wright made a fine exhibition of foren
sic ability. He had been a needy editor and afterwards a more
needy attorney and counselor; had been chiefly remarkable as
a caustic writer" and for a love of ease and 'the pleasures af
forded by gratifying his palate. In conducting trivial law-suits
he had been out of his element, and was as ungainly as an ele
phant attempting a jig among a brood of chickens which he was
required not to crush. He had great natural ability; but had
had no opportunity, and perhaps had been too inert to exhibit
the best phases of his character. His argument before the com
missioners was reported in full for the Republican Watchman,
ana was much admired, From that time his advancement was
rapid. He was soon after elected Member of Assembl~", then a
member of the Constitutional Convention, and at the first elec
tion under the third Constitution of the State, was chosen a Jus
tice of the Supreme Court, and held that position until he was
made a Jndge of the Court of Appeals. \Vhile holding the lat
ter office he died.

Soon after the Commissioners met in Monticello, four of them
decided in favor of the Pennsylvania route, while three (Messrs.
""\\Thittlesey, Childs and Pierson) declared themselves for the
interior route. This was a sore disappointment to the people
of Sullivan, who declared that the decision of the majority had
no moral weight, because one of them (Horatio Allen) had ac
cepted an office at the hands of the eOll.lpany, and was in its
pay as consulting engineer. A. county-meeting was held on the
19th of September, at the Mausiou House, kept by Stephen
Hamilton, to consider the injustice (lone the people of the
county by the majority of the commissioners. John P. Jones
was chairman and e. 'T. R. Ludington, :-\pcl'etary. On motion
of A. C. Niven, ..l. committee wus appointed to prep~reand pub
lish a notice in the State pa.pel' and other journals, setting forth
the determination of the people to apply to the Legislature for

--_._---- --------_._---- -_.- ------------
~ While :'tlr. Wri:,r.ht wa» th« vlirllr uf a Jl:qWl" pnblishr-d at G!)Sh('D, he assailed r.

ri~·lI.l with tf':ri~_l;' ,,;,\"<'r~t)-. Tlw ~kr~'11 :IT I ill'k. d \\'":!~_ a!mf~~t immediately prostrated
With naralvsie. 11"1 IIIl w\')"11 h« Itt:'''t'r 1"f.'·.:,,\-.-rl·'l. )Ir.",. believe-d that the dieeaee wa.s
c&ue~d bywhat iI.: II:d ,- r-itrc n,
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?ellef. Daniel M. Angell, Platt Pelton and Edward Palen were
named by the mover as such committee.

William B. Wright was soon after nominated by the whig and
anti-rent parties for the Assembly, and his election W(l.S ren
dered more certain by the prominence he had acquired by his
argument before the commissioners. His opponent was J ona.
than Stratton, a gentleman without a tithe of "7'right's talent,
but who possessed better qualifications as a successful advocate
in a body like the Assembly. ~Tright could make an admirable
8~ech; but almost any agent of the company could vanquish
him in the lobby. .

Without waiting for further ]pgislative action, the Directors
put the Delaware section of their road under contract, and the
work was in progress while the Legislature was in session.
They also published a large edition of the Report of a majority
of the Commissioners, to which they added a map of their own,
in which the alleged obstacles in Sullivan were greatly exagge
rated, and set forth in such a manner as to be an outrage on
truth and decency. This they scattered broadcast before the
Legislature and the people.

At this stage of the controversy, the citizens of the river
towns, moved by as good motives, no doubt, as those of the
interior, took a lively interest in the affairs of the company. A
respectable meeting was held at Narrowsburgh, of which James
C. Curtis was president ; John Hankins and Samuel Hankins,
vice-presidents; and John C. Drake and Chauncey Thomas,
secretaries. This meeting emphatically approved the report of
the Commissioners, and the conduct of the company.

The CItizens of Bloomingburgh were induced to believe that
they would be favored with a branch of the Erie road, and,
although warned that they would be disappointed, took an
active part against the interior route. When the struggle with
the company ceased, their project died from inanition. This
Bloomingburgh diversion was engineered by Alpheus Dimmick,
T. C. Van Wyck, C. H. Van Wyck, J. O. Dunning, V. E. Horton,
C. Wood, E.· M. Hunter and others.

On the other hand, a large and enthusiastic county-meeting
was held in Monticello-John P. Jones, president; Platt Pelton,
Edward Palen, Stephen Hamilton, Z. Hatch, Eli Fairchild ana
Arthur Palen, vice-presidents; F. M. St. John, C. V. R.
Ludington and G. 'Vales, secretaries. A. C. Niven, chairman
of the committee for that purpose, reported a series of resolu
tions which were adopted. Meetings were also held at Gra
hamsville, Neversink, White Lake, Liberty, Fallsburgh, Wurts
borough, Thompsonville, Rockland, and Phillips Port, at all
which the proceedings of the company and a majority of the

43
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Commissioners were denounced, and justice to the county
demanded.

But the hopes inspired by what was considered the justice of
their cause, and the able advocacy of "Tilli~m B. Wright, were
of short duration. The Senate approved the Peunsylvaniu
location hy a vote of 17 to 1, while the interior route com
manded but 24: 'Votes in the Assembly. Thus terminated a
contest of Jear~ carried on by the citizens of Sullivan against
a powerful nnd unscrupulous conlpany. Subsequent events
have proved that the allegations of the latter were unfounded,
and there is much on which to base the charge that the final
location of the road was intended to subserve private specula
tions.



CHAPTER XX.

~~w YORK .\ND OSWEGO MIDLASD R.\ILnOAD.

The magnitude of this ent-erprise-its connection with the in
terests of Sullivan, and the fact that some of our prominent cit
izens have been identified with its origin and progress, warrant
us in devoting a chapter tQ its history.

In 1853, a party of engineers came into the county, and spent
several weeks in making explorations. It was reported that
they were searching for a new railroad-route across the county,
and that they succeeded in finding one which was considered
feasible. But little interest was taken in their work, and soon
after they disappeared, the memory of their labors almost faded
from the minds of our citizens. These surveys were made
under the direction of Colonel Edward W. Serrell, a distin
guished engineer. They led to no substantial result at that
time, because the project was based on a :flimsy financial basis.
Tradition says that the failure of an unimportant moneyed in
stitution made the project an abortion.

In the summer and fall of 1865, 'when the reverberations of
our great civil war were yet" booming through the land," a cor
respondence sprana up between leading citizens of Norwich,
Delhi and ~Ionticello, setting forth the advantages and neces
sity to their secluded inland-counties of better means of inter
communication, and urging early co-operation to attain the de
sired object. This correspondence led to a call for a meeting
of persons interested at Delhi, on Wednesday, October 4th, in
that year. This 'was the first concerted gathering in behalf of
the proposed enterprise, and the self-appointed delegates from
the county of Sullivan ","ere Henry Reynolds Low, Hezekiah
Watkins, Samuel G. Thompson, William D. Stratton, and
William A. Rice.

The 3d day of October was dull and uninviting. It ushered
in the first snow-storm of the season, and if allYthing had been
needed to bring vividly to mind the advantages of railway com
munication, it was supplied to these gentlemen on their journey,
by the sharp winds, the driving snow-storm, and the Brock
mountain highway,
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The assembly came together about noon the next day, in the
court-house of Delhi. Charles Hathaway of Delaware county
was chosen chairman, and Robert H. Atwater of Ulster, and
James Appleton of Onondaga, secretaries. Besides delegations
from the counties along the line from Oswego to Middletown,
there was an influential representation on behalf of Rondout,
and it soon became manifest that the harmony of the meeting
would be disturbed by the discordant elements of conflicting
and rival routes.

On behalf of Rondout or Newburgh it 'was urged that the pro
posed road should seek the Hudson river at the nearest practi
cable point, and thus secure for its freights easy and cheap water
communication to the city of New York; that <\ line through
Sullivan was not feasible; that the engineering obstacles in that
direction were insurmountable-the grades impossible, and the
series of tunnels endless-the population sparse and poor; and
that, while such a route would furnish neither business nor sub
scriptions, Rondout, on the other hand, through ::\Iajor Cornell,
one of its wealthiest citizens, stood ready to pledge itself for
$500,000 of the stock of the new company.

The friends of Sullivan combated these statements as well as
they were able, by declaring that a diversion of the road to the
Hudson at any point above the city of .New York would prevent
its becoming a trunk-line, and cripple its usefulness during the
suspension of river-navigation; that a river-terminus would have
to be abandoned as the Erie company had abandoned Piermont;
that the county of Sullivan was' not a wilderness, but was rich
in agriculture.Tumber and manufactures; that its people were
not paupers, but 'would contribute liberally to the new enter
prise; that a railroad could be built through the county; that
surveys had been made and routes found 'which were entirely
practicable ; that there was no such obstacle from one end of
the line to the other as would be met in undertaking to go over
or under Pine Hill"; and that all they asked was a fair hearing
and time for consideration-the appointment of a committee to
make surveys and procure subscriptions; and they pledged
themselves to accept the result of an honest and thorough
investigation.

The discussion waxed warm. The friends of the Pine Hill
route had rallied in large force from the adjoining country, and
were somewhat in the majority. Led by their earnest cham
pion-a wealthy butter-dealer of Andes named Dowey-they
were anxious to press to a decision the determination of a route,
and commit the new project to the interests of Rondout.
Through the skillful engineering! however, of S;,ul1uel Gordon
from the first n firm advocate for the line through our county
a recess for dinner was carried, and tile del)", as events proved,
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was thus lost to Pine Hill; for, upon the re-assembling at four
o'clock in the afternoon, it was found that the "Dowey" party
had been largely depleted by loss of lnan.r whose farm-duties
had called them horne, find that it was now in the minority.
Great battles are sometimes lost, and the status of an entire
people reduced, because a military leader has" dined and wined"
too freely. Here, it seems, empty stomachs and a few barnyard
chores led t~ results which will forever 3.l111 to the wealth and
importance of Hullivan.

On motion of Mr. Gordon, the following resolutions wero
readily adopted by the meeting :

"Resr>l~'ed, Thut a railway from Oswego, through the counties
of Onondaga, ~1(\lli80n, Chenango, Otsego, Delaware, Ulster or
Sullivan, ana Orange, on or Ileal' the sur,reys made some twelve
years ago, to sOtHO point on the Hudson river, is a State and.
local necessity, for the transportation of merchandise, ruanu
factures, agricultural and mineral productions-and must be
made..

"Jiesdro), That the said surveys and the topography of the
country demonstrate it to he the most direct, cheaply constructed
and easily graded road of its length and importance in the State;
while the resources of the country through which it passes, and
the great need of more railroad-facilities for transportation from
the 'Vest to the East, and from the sea-bard to the Lakes,
through the State of Xew York, offer unsurpassed inducements
to capitalists and the people along its route for investment in
the proposed great internal improvement.

"Resolved, That we, in common and in co-operation with the
people of the territory between Oswego and the Hudson river
at the point of intersection, and all others who may choose to
join in the enterprise, will do our utmost to accorn plish the great
object in view, and that we will not cease our efforts until it be
done."

The resolutions were characterized by the energy and deter
mination of their earnest and eloquent author. Long may he
live to hear the shrill whistle of the locomotive at his beautiful
home among the mountains of Delaware.

On motion of Judge Low, the following resolution was also
sdopted :

U Resolved, That a committee of one from each county inter
ested, be appointed by this meeting, to make the necessary
examinations, and report to an adjourned meeting, to be held
at this place, on the 4th day of January, 1866, a route through
the counties of Oswego, Onondaga, Madison, Chenango, Otsego,
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Delaware, Sullivan or Ulster, and Orange, to the city of New
York, for the proposed railroad, and a plan for the organization
of a company to construct the same,for the consideration and
approval of said meeting; such road to commence at Oswego,
and terminate at some point on the Hudson river; and also to
report the amount of stock which can be subscribed, and the
advantages of the several routes. Said Committee is also
empowered to call meetings in the different counties along tho
route, solicit subscriptions and make necessary surycJs, with
full powers to fill vacancies in this Committee, and do such
other acts as may be necessary to facilitate the work for which
they are appointed."

The following committee was accordingly appointed by the
meeting:

For Delaware, Samuel Gordon, of Delhi;
" Sullivan, Henry R. Low, of Monticello;
" Onondaga, J. V. H. Clark, of ;
" Madison, L. B. Kern, of De Ruyter;
" Chenango, B. B. Andrews, of Norwich;
" Oswego, D. C. Littlejohn, of Oswego;
" The city of New York, Samuel B. Ruggles.

The meeting then adjourned, to meet again at Delhi, on the
4th of January, 1866.

It will be observed that no appointments were made upon
this committee for the counties of Ulster and Orange. The
county of Orange was not represented at the meeting, and the
Ulster delegation, failing to secure the adoption of the route to
Rondout, withdrew and went home, determined to build a
railroad for themselves. It is believed that the inception of
the Rondout and Oswego Railroad dates from this convention
at Delhi.

The delegation froIn Sullivan returned home high ill spirits,
firm in faith, and full of hope. Had they foreseen, as some of
them saw afterwards, how little they had accomplished-how
long and toilsome 'was the way before them to the consumma
tion of their enterprise-s-how few such eggs as had been just
laid are ever hatched. -and how few of the hatchlings do not
sicken and die before their tail-feathers appear, perhaps the
firmest and most hopeful among them would have shrunk dis
heartened from the labors and struggles of the future. For
tunately for the Midland project, their confidence 'wasunbounded;
for there was at least one among their number who was destined
to be of vital importance to the new enterprise.

Immediately upon their return, and under date of October
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5th, 1865, the following notice was published through the
county-papers :

"SHALL WE HAVE A RAILROAD?-The undersigned having at
tended the railroad-meeting at Delhi on the 4th instant, and
learned somewhat of the arguments used against the line
through Sullivan county, as well as those in its favor, and the
objections made against its feasibility, deem it proper, in answer
to numerous inquiries, to say to the people of Sullivan county,
that it is now in their power to have a railroad through their
county, if they will go to work immediately, and display the
same industry, perseverance and public spirit that the people
of other counties are exhibiting. That a railroad will be built
is more than probable-nay, almost certain; but whether on
the route through Ulster county by the ,va)" of Pine mountain,
or through Sullivan, will depend upon ourselves.

"What is now urgently needed is that the routes through
Sullivan county be immediately and carefully surveyed; that
the necessary funds be raised to accomplish this; and that the
right of way be secured, and such inducements be offered as
may be in our power.

"Sullivan lies immediately in the route of a great central
railroad from the Lakes to New York. Parties hostile to us
charge that our route is not feasible, .nor practicable. This is
not so, and we need the surveys at once to deuioustrate it. Our
route has better grades than any road except the Central, and
is shorter titan any other 'route, and capital can be easily inter..
ested at this time in our favor,

"To facilitate these objects, a meeting has been called to be
held at Monticello, on Tuesday evening, the 17th of October
instant, at 7 o'clock P. M., when it is earnestly hoped that all of
our citizens interested will be present. It Sh-<HUd be remem
bered that with us, it is now or neuer.

"If we, by our neglect, lose this opportunity, we' shall hardly
have another very SOOD. This fact should be heeded by our
business-men, especially as they are perhaps 1110St interested,
and. can soonest combine for action,

SAl\ITEL G. THOMPSON,,yILLL\M D. STP.ATTON,
HEZEI~L\H 'VATKIXH,
HE~nY R. Low'."

The situation called for prompt antiliberal action. The con
ventionat Delhi had adjourned to meet again at that place on
the 4th day of Ja.nuary, when the SUl'veJS through Sullivan and
her promised subscriptions were to be submitted. What 'was
to be doae needed to be done at once. The fall weather ",'as
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rapidlypassing away; scarcely a month suitable for field-opera
tions could be counted on; engineering-parties were to be
enga~ed and organized; several and remote routes t.o be sur
veyed and mapped; and, above all, money must be obtained;
for the new enterprise was destitute of credit. In this emer
gency, one or two of the more sanguine adherents of the cause
became personally responsible for the expenses of the survey,
and the work went forward. Meanwhile, public meetings were
held in various towns of the county-s-committees appointed
routes discussed, and personal subscriptions solicited.

At this time, the new scheme was regarded with indifference
and disfavor by many. Some in onr own county even assailed
it with derision and ridicule. A few words will show why this
was so.

Judge Low, its Sullivan champion, was known mainly A,S B

rising young lawyer and a successful politician. He had repeat
edly been a candidate for office, and had manipulated the cards
of partisanship in a way which secured for himself and his
friends all the honors and profits at stake. This greatly
exasperated his political opponents, who, smarting under defeat,
placed a low estimate on his motives in bringing forward this
railroad project.

It was believed that he was a candidate for re-election to the
Senate, and that the proposed road would temporarily add to
his popularity.

He owned" a large tract of wild land in the northern section
of the county, which he had bought for speculative purposes,
and which he was anxious to sell. The new project would in
crease the value of these lands, as well as the number of buyers.

A large majoritv of the projectors were yOlmg men, who had
never been identified with railroad-interests. The magnitude
of the work, and their apparent ability to command capital suf
ficient to build the road within two or three decades, were ab
surdly disproportionate.

Thus far there had been no braying of orators and but few
sensational newspaper-paragraphs on the subject, The idea that
a great trunk-line could be built without the preliminary ex
penditure of a vast amount of "fuss and feathers," had never
entered the public mind.

-A.s was anticipated, ,lurlgo Low BOught and received the nom
ination for Senator of t IH~ political party to which he was at
tached. The election took place about four weeks after the
railroad-meeting at Delhi, previous to which the Midla.nd road
was a dormaut erulrrvo in the womb of time, with which the
fructifying element of life had never come in contact. Therefore
it was not strange that the friends of the opposing candidate
regarded the project a:; a sort of moon-calf, and that they de-
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rided it as "Low's railroad ;" nor that, when tJ'L' election had
taken place, and Low was successful, it was tlt~clarPll that th.
road was engineered and operated for the sole pnrpose of
carrying him to the Seuate-clnunber, and that his 0PPOIlt:J!f.

'was the only individual who hall been or ever would lIt." killr- l
by the road. 'Ve believe that these ani 1 other ji hes grpa t h..
annoyed .Judge Low at the time ; but it is not probable thu t
they would disturb his equanimitv now.

In view of the inaccessibility of Delhi <luring the winter-months,
and the advantages of having the new enterprise regularly HTl<1
legally organized prior to the approaching session of the Legis
lature, it was deemed wise to change the time and place of the
adjourned meeting, which was accordingly called by 1\11'. Gordon,
the chairman of the General Committee, to meet at the St.
Nicholas Hotel, in the city of New York, 011 'Yednesday,
December 13th, at 12 M. Large tl.-}pgatiolls were present from
the localities interested, and the tloiugs and deliberations of the
convention occupied two full days.

The importance of the subject justifies us in giving a fun
report of the proceedings of this meeting:

" IMPORTA...~T RAil,ROAD CONVENTION.

"Pursuant to the call of the chairman of the General Com
mittee appointed at Delhi, October 4, 1St);), a convention of
delegates from the various counties interested in the proposed
railroad from New York to Oswego oyer the midland route,
assembled at the St. Xicholas Hotel, in the city of New York,
on Wednesday, December 1H, 1~6;), at 12 :rtf.

"Samuel B. Huggles, of New York city, 'was appointed chair
man, and B. Gage Berry, of Chenango county, secretary, The
following delegates were admitted:

"OsuJego County-De'V itt C. Littlejohn, A. P. Grant, G.
~Iullison, E. P. Burt, A. P. \Vl'ight, R. K. Sanford, \V. JOhnSOD,

S. Avery, Joseph G-ilberts.
"Onondaga Oounty-A. C. Powell, G. P. Kenyon, George

Burns, D. P. Phelps, E. B. J nelson, O. Vandenburgh, D. H.
Eaton, .A.nSOD Bangs, James Appleton.

"Matlison Count!l-L. B. I(el'll, Joseph ",V. Merchant, A. F.
Smith, Erastus Abbott, H. P. Hart, E. C. Litchfield, B. F.
Ferris, O. 'v. Sage, C. L. Chappell, S. 'V. Ledyard, Charles
Crandall, 4lpheus Morse, CT. lie }lowry, A. N. ',,"ood, A. M.
Holmes.

"Uortland County-No Randall.
"Chenango County-B. Gage Berry, George Rider, Warren

Newton, John Shattuck, John .A. Randall, A. J. Carpenter.



682 HISTORY OF SULLIVAN COUNTY.

"Delaioare County-Samuel Gordon; C. S. Johnson, Samuel
Gordon, jr,

"SuUi'van County-Henry R. Low, Edward Palen, W. Kier
sted, Samuel G. Thompson, William Gillespie, Chester Darbee,
Horace Utter, John H. Divine, Da'vid Clements, Nathan S.
Hamilton.

"Uranqe COllnty-Homer l~amsdell, R. A. Forsyth, A. :M.
Sherman, 'V. L. F. 'Varren, James Bigler, Enoch Carter, E. P.·
Gumaer.

"Otsego Counfy-James H. Gilbert, D. G. Hayes.
"Ulster County-Thomas Cornell.
"1:lew York City-Samuel B. Ruggles.
"On invitation of the chairman, Henry R. Low, of Sullivan,

~d~essed the convention at length, giving a history of the
origin of the enterprise, and of what had been thus far accom
plished. He also read a carefully prepared paper, embracing
much valuable statistical information, and showing that the
proposed railroad was a great necessity to the people of the
midland-counties, as well as to the cities of New York and
Oswego, and the State at large.

"Colonel Edward 'v. Serrell exhibited to the convention the
maps and profiles of the proposed route as surveyed in 1853,
with new preliminary surveys recently made by him upon the
eastern part of the route. He stated that the grade would not
exceed fifty feet to the mile; that the topography of the country
was favorable; and that along the entire route material for the
construction of the road was abundant, except iron.

"A. C. Powell, of Syracuse, who surveyed the western portion
of the road, made an equally favorable report.

"The convention was addressed by Messrs. N. Randall,
Samuel Gordon, Homer Ramsdell, D. C. Littlejohn, A. P. Grant,
and the chairman, after which Messrs. Littlejohn, Powell,
Gordon, N. Randall, Low, Ramsdell and Ruggles were appointed
a committee to report articles of association, and nominate
directors.

"After a recess, Mr. Littlejohn reported the articles of
association organizing the 'New York and Oswego Midland
Railroad Company,' with a capital of ten millions of dollars,
which were unanimously adopted. The committee also nomi
nated the following gentlemen as directors : DeWitt C. Little
john, Oswego ; John Crouse, Syracuse; Elisha C. Litchfield,
Cazenovia; Joseph W. Merchant, DeRuyter; Edward I. Hayes,
Norwich ; John A. Randall, Norwich; A. C. Edgerton, Delhi;
Samuel Gordon, Delhi; Henry R. Low, Monticello ; Edward
Palen, Fallsburgh; Homer Ramsdell, Newburgh; Nathan
Randall, Homer; G. P. Kenyon, Syracuse.

'·On motion of Mr. Low, the directors and delegates present
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'were appointed it committee to secure tho necessary subscrip
tions and report at a subsequent meeting.

"On motion of ~Ir. Shattuck, a copy of the paper rend by
Mr. Low was requested for publication, and the secretary was
directed to have the same, together with the proceedings of the
convention, printed in pamphlet form for general circulation, and
that au abstract of the same be furnished to the city papers for
general circulation.

"On motion, 1'lessrs. Randall, Low and Kenyon were ap
pointed n, committee to confer 'with other railroad companies m
relation to the business of this organization.

"On motiou of Mr. Randall, the convention requested the
Legislature of the State to enact a law enabling the towns on
the route to raise funds upon bonds or otherwise, to aid in the
construction of the Xew York and Oswego )IitUUlld Railroad,
and that :.1 copy of these proceedings be forwarded to the
members in either House fro III the counties interested.

"The books were then opened for subscriptions, uud several
delegates and others who were present subscribed for the stock
of the cOlllpany, after which the convention adjourned.?"

The location of the route-whether by the 'way of Pine Hill,
or through the county of Sullivan-was yet undetermined ; and
at this convention, Cornell still advocated the claims of Ron
dout, and Messrs. Sherman and Ramsdell those of Newburgh,
Some acerbity in discussion was displayed, and Gonloll, always
the unflinching friend of the line through Delhi and our county,
commented sharply on the good faith of the adherents of the
river line. He said: "It was never intended by the Hudson
river friends of a road that it should reach Delhi; they meant
to survey and squint around Pine Hill, Palmer Hill, Peach
Pond all~l ...Andes, and then shoot off to l\Ioorsville-leatI of the
Delaware-and God knows where-and finally land in John
Brown's wilderness aIllong the bears! The right 111en had got
hold of it now-men who would not sell out to the Central, or
any other road; an air-line can be built without reference to
intermediate location; no dodging to hit this or that locality;
and no right angles to strike the Hudson, or please anybody, or
aid any interest. "That was wanted was an independent, and
the straightest line between the two cardinal points named,
{Oswego and Ne\v York)."

The paper read before the convention by Judge Low was
printed, extensively circulated, and eagerly read. It not only
established beyond cavil the superior advantages of the direct
route from Oswego to New York as to grades, distance and

--- ._-_._--_._------
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cheapness of construction, as well as the importance of the local
or way-business it would secure ; but that a diversion of the line
to Rondout or Newburgh 'would destroy the distinctive char
acter of the project, and crush in the bud e,ery advant3$..,e which
was anticipated from the construction of the road. His facts
and figures outweighed the golden arguments of such capitalists
astCornell and Ramsdell, who promised the greatest amount of
material aid, but failed to show that their favorite routes were
better than the line through Sullivan. Thenceforward the ROll

dout people expended their capital and vexation in pushing
forward their" branch" through the mountains of Shandaken,
and in publishing absurd reports in regard to the work in Sullivan,

No legal organization of the eompany had as Jet been per
fected. True, the articles of incorporation bad been formally
drawn up and subscribed; but they had not been filed with the
Secretary of State, and the ten per cent. of the amount of sub
scriptions, required by law to be paid in in cash, had not been
raised. The convention separated, and the directors returned
to their towns to supply this need.

On the evening of Tuesday, December 26th, a spirited and
enthusiastic meeting assembled at the court-house in .:\Ionticello,
of which Austin Strong was chairman and Thomas Crary secre
tary. Stirring addresses 'were made by John H. Divine and
others, and a committee appointed to apportion among the sev-
.eral towns the amounts of stock necessary to be taken to secure
and complete the organization of the new company. The ap
~rtionmentwas as follows: Thompson, $18,000; Fallsburgh,
$12,000; Liberty, $12,000; Rockland, $6,000; Neversink, $4,000;
Bethel, $5,000; Forestburgh, $2,000; Mamakating, $2,000;
Callicoon, $2,000. Committees were appointed to secure these
subscriptions, collect the ten per cent., and pay it to Edward
Palen, who was to be ready with our quota at a meeting of the
directors in Albany, on the 10th of January, lS66.

At this meeting in Albany, the details of organization were
carefully carried out, and Dewitt C. Littlejohn was thereupon
unanimously chosen president of the company. This selection
was auspicious for the new enterprise. Long one of the leading
men of the State-for successive terms Speaker of the Assembly,
and familiar with the details of legislation-of polished and
winning address-with wonderful readiness and skill in debate
-with a: capacity for continuous labor and despatch of business,
and a comprehensive business-knowledge and experience, he
was able to guide the company through the !illancial struggles
and embarrassments which were to surround Its future,

And now that the Company has been incorporated and has
chosen its President, let us look at what its organizers proposed
to do, and at their means in hand. They are to build four hun-
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dred miles of railroad across the States of Kew York and New
Jersey-to cut through hills, cross valleys, bridge rivers, tunnel
mountains, and lay down forty thousand tons of iron rails.
Surely they have adequate means at their disposal? "Give me
where to stand," said Archimedes, "and I will move the world."
The gift was not bestowed, and therefore the order of Providence
was not disturbed. The president and directors, with apparent
Archimedean hopelessness, 'were seeking "where to stand."
Forty millions of dollars were needed to complete their work,
and their sum total of money was not as many thousands! It
is mild to say, that they were rushing in wl~ere archangels of
finance 'would have feared to tread, A standing-place must be
found, or the work 'would end in failure, and be reruembered as
a prematurely exploded bubble.

Mr. Littlejohn was then a Member of Assembly and Judge
Low a Senator. They were authorized by the board of directors
to devise a plan of operations, and procure needed legislation.

A bill which was afterwards known as the "towll-bonJing
Iaw," was prepared by Senator Low, and introduced at an early
day. It provided for the apportionment, on application of
twelve or more freeholders, of three commissioners for each
town to be traversed by the new road, who were authorized, on
obtaining the written consent of tax-payers who were assessed
for a majority of the taxable property of such town, to issue its
bonds to an amount to be specified, and not to exceed thirty
per cent. of the assessed value of the property of the town, and
to dispose of them at not less than par, and invest the proceeds
in the stock of the New York and Oswego Midland Railroad
Company-the money, thus realized to the company, to be used
in the construction of the road, and for no other purpose. The
bill also provided for the exemption from taxation for ten years
of the property of the conlpany.

It is not to be supposed. that such important legislation and
such privileges were to be granted without opposition. The
bill was bitterly contested at every stage of its progress. It was
urged that it proposed to confer extraordinary powers and
privileges; that the policy of permitting localities to burden
themselves 'with taxation for such enterprises was novel and
dangerous; and that it '\·3.8 unjust to other companies to ex
empt from taxation the property of this corporation.

The influence of rich and powerful railroad companies, so po
tent in our halls of legislation, 'was arrayed against the proposed
measure! and it was only after great strife, untiring persever
ance and energy, 'with unceasing vigilance, that the friends of
the bill, by a bare majority. secured its passage, and it became
a law on the 5th of April, lStlf). Its importance to the under
iaking cannot be over-estimated, It secured the needed ful-
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erum, and the world 'was now to he moYed-literally In I» moved
-for the new law merely gave the towns authority to bond;
the promoters of tho project had Jet to persuade them to do so.

The field of active operations was then transferred from the
Legislature to the towns to be traversed by the Midland road.
The pro~r information was collected from the various assess
ment-rol afPortionments made of their quota to the respect
ive towns anc villages, and measures set on foot for fin active
canvass of the Midland counties from Oswego to the State line
of New Jersev.

The amounts for which it was proposed to ask the towns to
bond were as follows:

City of Oswego, $600,000 ;Town Pittsfield,
Village Norwich, 75,000 I " Sidney,

" De Ruyter, 20,000 " Walton,
" Oneida, 40,000 I ,; Hamden,

Town Volney, 300,000" Delhi,
"Hastings, 80,000" Liberty,
" West l\Ionroe, 40,000 "Rockland,
"Constantia, 87,500 "Mamakating,
" Scriba, 20,000" FaUsburgh,
" Vienna, 68,500 " Wawarsing,
"Stockbridge, 143,000 "Wallkill,
" Eaton, 150,000 ,; Plymouth,
"Lebanon, 125,000 "Otselic,
"Smyrna, 120,000" Lincklaen,
" North Norwich, 100,000 "DeRuyter,
"Nol-wich, 371,600 "Minisink,
~, Oxford, 200,000" Cuyler,
"Guilford, 180,000 "Buxton,
"McDonough, 20,000 "Hancock,
~'Pharsalia, 2fi,OOO I "Lansing,
" New Berlin, 150,000 "Genoa,
~, Brewton, 20,000 '" \Tenice,
" Columbus, 40,000 •. Scipio,
"Edmonton, 40,000

Total,

40,000
50,000

1fi5,OOO
100,000
250,000
108,500
34,200

175,000
99,500

250,000
300,000
100,000

83,700
20,000

102,300
75,000
64,000

124,000
100,000
100,000

75,000
75,000

100,000

$5,606,800

Public meetings and discussions were held from one end of
the line to the other, and railway information 'was diffused
through every school-district from Oswego to Middletown. The
powerful influence of the local press, almost without an excep
tion, was enlisted in behalf of the project. The benefits to ao
erne from the building of the road were depicted, and arguments
of such force brought to bear on the minds of the tax-payers,
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that within a few months from the passage of the law, everv
town except Colchester determined to avail itself of th"o
provisions of the law, Town-bonds amounting to S5,()06,800
'were thus placed in the hands of the town-commissioners.

During the summer of 1866, prelimiuarv surveys were made
along the entire line; but the final location was not definitely
determined. ..

To secure the several towns against a diversion of their con
tributions, a provision had been inserted in the bonding-law,
that the proceeds from no portion of the bonds of a town should
be expended outside of the county in which it was situated, Until
at least ten thousand dollars had been paid for each mile of
road within such countv,

The bonds were still in the hands of the towns, and capital
ists and moneyed men were holding large amounts of Govern
ment-securities upon which no income-tax was assessed. It
was foreseen that, without the aid of additional legislation, it
'would be difficult to convert these towu-bonds into cash without
loss. The COlnpany was not yet ready to commence the work
of actual construction, and wisely determined to defer the effort
to convert its securities until it should he seen whether further
advantages could not he secured through law.

A provision to exempt from taxation the town-bonds, to be
issued in aid of the road, had been prepared by Senator Low in
his original bill, and reported favorably from the railroad-com
mittee of the Senate; but such n storm was raised in committee
of the whole, that its friends were forced to allow this provis
ion to be thrown overboard, lest the whole bill should founder.
The effort to secure this desired exemption was renewed during
the session of 1866-7, and on the 15th of 1\lay, 1867, a law was
passed exempting the bonds from taxation for county, town or
municipal purposes~ while in the hands of corporations of, or
persons resident in any county along the road, and authorizing
the banks of the State to invest in them. The town-commis
sioners were also authorized by this act to cxchanqe their bonds
for the stock of the cOlll}lany at par. The power to negotiate
the bonds beiug thus given to the company, they were mostly
placed, during the succeeding year, through the agency of it."
able and experienced treasurer and financial manager, Walter
M. Conkey, of Norwich, in the hands of investors of the Midland
counties, so ns to net the eOlupuuy their par value. It is be
lieved that a negotiation of equal magnitude and success cannot
be instanced in the history of any other railway-enterprise.

In the beginning of lStiH, the Midland company, after more
than two years of comprehensive and persistent labor ; of" har
monious counsel in the management, anrl cordial support and
assistance from the commissioners a lid stockholders," stood
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fairly upon its feet. Besides its resources from town-bonds, a
considerable amount of personal subscriptionshad been secured ;
and with over six millions of dollars a~ command, the directors
looked hopefully forward to the day-not far distant-when they
might wisely put the road under contract, and enter upon its
actual construction. Final surveys having been made, and the
road located on the Northern Division from Oswego to Sidney
Plains, the contracts for that work were accordingly awarded
on the 2d day of June, 1868.

On the 21st day of June, 1868, at Norwich, in Chenango
county, amid public rejoicings, and the firing of cannon, earth
was first broken, and from September following the work went
vigorously forward.

At a meeting of the Board, held at Oswego, in July, 1868,
the location of the line was fixed as far north as Centerville, and
in November following to Liberty.

Other portions of the line were placed under contract as fol
lows: New Berlin Branch, September 7th, 1868; Middletown to
Centerville, September 28th, 18G8; Ellenville Branch, September
28th, 1868; Shawaugunk Tunnel, October 1st, 1868; Delhi
Branch, February 3d, 186U; Centerville to Westfield Flats,
February ~c1, 1869; Norwich to De Ruyter (Auburn Branch),
June 4th, 1869; Sidney to Walton, September 10th, 1869; De
Ruyter to Truxton (Auburn Branch), July 21st, 1870; and act
ual construction speedily followed.

'I'he contract for the making of toke Shawangunk tunnel was
awarded to Stephens, Bennet & -Co., of Oneida. Work upon
the approaches was begun in November of 1868. The heading
of the tunnel proper was not reached on the east side until the
15th of February following; and at the west end, owing to
the unfavorable character of the quicksand encountered, it was
the middle of the following summer before the same advance
had been attained. "Nothing conected with the enterprise,"
says President Littlejohn in his report of 1871, to the stock
holders of the c?mpany, "has b~en. so persistently u~ed b~ our
opponents to discourage subscriptions and throw discredit on
the management as this tunnel."

There were many people at l\Ionticello who naturally desired
that the road should pass through that place; or, if it faileq. to
do 80, that it should follow down the Neversink river by way of
Bridgeville to Port J ems. Considerations of cost, grade, di
rection and subscriptions determined the selection of the line
by the way of the Sandburgh and the Shawangunk tunnel to
Middletown. This led to dissatisfaction, defection and hostility
on the part of some of the residents of Thompson, Forestburgh
and Deerpark. The inhabitants of Monticello believed that the
location of the road would result in disaster to their beautiful
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village, unless they secured the construction of a railway from
that place to Port Jervis. This led to the organization of the
MontIcello and Port Jervis Company. Th~y had no expectation
of making the latter a rival of the Midhmd; but, believing that
the latter would not be completed "in many years, they hoped,
by promptly connecting Monticello with the Erie Railway, to
make it a center of travel and traffic for a time, and thus give
it an-impetus which would avert the consequences which other
wise would result to :Montic~llo from the location of the Mid
land. It is not our purpose to discuss the wisdom of their
conduct, or to consider here the strife and litigation which fol
lowed; but it is not foreign to our purpose to saY' that some
oonverted the Shawangunk tunnel into a bug-bear. The tunnel
could never be completed-the resources of the company would
be exhausted before the great bore was fairly begun-the di
rectors were making merely a pretense of progress--scarcely
more than a dozen man were employed-and after more than
six months of boasted blasting and boring, the work was visited
by a party of scientific gentlemen, who reported that they had
found a hole in the mountain of not to exceed six feet!

Considering the interests at stake, the stupendous magnitude
of the undertaking, and the imperfections 'which are inseparable
from humanity, the exaggerations and distrust which were ex
hibited were natural,

A passage-way twenty-two feet wide and twenty-two feet in
height was to be hewn for nearly five thousand feet through the
solid rock. Two million cubic feet of rock was to be dislodged
from its primeval bed, and carried forth from the bowels of the
mountain. Making no account for interruption from cases not
to be foreseen, it would require one thousand days to complete
the work.

The tunnel went steadily forward. Far from the sunlight
and from the din and turmoil of unceasing travel overhead
through the night-watches and the glaring day, which were
alike to the smeared and grimy toilers by the lamp-the drill
and the blast were ceaselessly and with tireless pace approach
ing the heart of the mountain from either side, and remorse
lessly carrying forward the great work to its consummation.

The work for the tunnel was laid out under the supervision
of Anthony Jones, an accurate and careful engineer who is now
employed '"by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. As the
work progressed simultaneously on both sides of the mountain,
it was a. matter of some moment to the reputation of Mr. Jones,
as well as to the interest of the company, that the two advancing
lines should not miss each other in the dark recesses of the
mountain, and wander on indefinitely. The difficulties-not
great in a tangent line and horizontal tunnel-s-were here

44
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increased from the circumstance of a curve extending into the
tunnel from the east a distance of six hundred feet, and a double
incline. The ends might therefore in the dark run over and
under, anti pass each other, and lead thus to infinite disap
pointment and embarrassment, The result, however, proved
that no error was made by Mr. Jones.*

Besides the Shawangunk tunnel, the Neversink tunnel, the
bridge at Liberty Falls, the trestle-work near the village of
Liberty, etc., deserve especial notice; but the limits of our work
warn us that we have already devoted as much space as we have
to spare for the Ne'v York and Oswego Midland Railroad. 'Ve
will therefore close this chapter with the statement, that, on the
9th of July, 1873, near Westfield Flats, the last rail was laid
and the last spike driven, by E. P. 'Vheeler, of Middletown, a
former vice-president of the compallfl}", amid a salvo of cannon,
music and the cheers of a multitude of people.

• The firRt tbi1'g which passed through the tunnel 'W88 a drill, 'Which James V.
Morrilnn secured by stratagem. As Jndg-(' Low W&N more idontincd with the H grco.t
bore" than any other individual. he was awarded the honer of being the fir",t man who
trav~lcd from one approach to the other. lIT::!. James Y. Morrison was the tirB~ lad1
who performed the same fca t.
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SURROGATES OF SULLIVAN COUNTY.

James S. Dunning Appointed June 1, 1809
L · · t B·n· " M 5 1810IVlngs on lIngs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . are ,
J alneS S. Dunning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Feb. 5, 1811
Livingston Billings................. " Mar. 19, 1813
James S. Dunning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Feb. 13, 1815
Peter F. Hunn " Feb. 12, 1816
Archibald C. Niven. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Mar. 11, 1828
William B. 'Vright. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Feb. 20, 1840
Robert S. Halstead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Feb. 20, 1844
After 1847, the County Judge performed the duties of Surrogate.

FIRST JUDGES OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS.

William A. Thompson Appointed June 1, 1809
Livingston Billings................. " Feb. 5, 1823
Alpheus Dimmick.................. " Feb. 3, 1826
Gabriel W. Ludlum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Jan. 20, 1830
"\Villiam Gillespie................... " July 17,1835
James C. Curtis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Jan. 6, 1844

COUNTY JUDGES.

Alpheus Dimmick.................. Elected June,
Westcott Wilkin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov.,
Henry R. Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov.,
William M. Ratcliff, vice Low, resigned, Jan.
Isaac Anderson.................... " Nov.,
Albert J. Bush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . " Nov.,
Timothy Bush Appointed Mar.

do do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Elected Nov.

DISTnICT ATTOR~"EYS.

1847
1851
1856

1,1862
1862
1866
1872
1872

Lemuel Jenkins Appointed 1818
Peter F. Hunn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 1823
Alpheus Diwlnick.................. " 1836
Archibald C. Niven. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Elected 1847

[691J
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Dt8TRICT ATTOBNEY8-CONTTh'"UED.

Charles H. Va.n Wyck .
William J. Groo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Isaac Anderson................. .
John A. Thompson .
Edward H. Pinney .
Benjamin Reynolds .
Alpheus G. Potts .

Elected

"
"
"
"
"

· 1850
· 1856
· 185H
· 1862
· 1865
· 1868
........ 1871

COUNTY TREASUREUS.

William Brown Appointed 1809
Jesse Towner...................... " Oct. 3, 1826
David Hammond. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 16, 1832
Jesse Towner...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 12, 183a
Frederick A. Devoe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nav. 13, 1838
'Yilliam E. Cady. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 13, 1844
Daniel M. Angell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 11, 1845
Munson L. Bushnell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 9, 1847
James H. Foster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Dec. 14, 1848

do do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Elected Nov. 1848
James Williams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 1860

SPECIAL JUDGES.

Robert L. Tillotson. . . . . . . . . . . .. ... Elected Nov. 1854
William )1. Ratcliff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 1860
James Matthews* Appointed Nov. 18,1862
John G. Childs " Elected Nov. 1862
J ames Matthews Appointed Jan. 1863
John G. Childs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Elected Nov. 1863
E. H. Pinney..................... . " Nov. 1869

STATE SEN.A.TOnS.

Under our second State constitution, the following citizens
of Sullivan were members of the Senate:

John P. Jones, of Monticello, from 1835 to 1838;
Harvey R. Mon'is, of 'Vurtsborough, in 1847.

And under the third constitution the following:
James C. Curtis, of Cochecton, in 1850 and 1851;
John D. "\\7atkins, of Liberty, in 1854 and 1855;
Osmer B. 'Vheeler, of Forestburgh, in 1858 and 1859;
Robert Y. Grant, of Liberty, in 18(j0 and 1861;

• Vice Ratcliff, resigned.
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Henry R. Low, of Monticello, in 1862 and 1863;
Archibald C. Niven, of Monticello, in 1864: and 1865,

whose seat was contested by Henry B. Low, to whom it was
awarded January 17, 1865.

Henry R. Low, of Monticello, in 1866 and 1867.

JlEJ[BBBS 01' ASSEVBLY.

Previous to the adoption of our second State eonstifintion,
Ulster and Sullivan formed one election-district, and 'elected
each year several Members. In the following list we publish
the names of Assemblymen who resided in our territory only:
From To

1802 Elnathan Sears, of Mamakating 1804
1805 Henry Reynolds, of Neversink 1806
1806 Elnathan Sears, of Mamakating...•••............. 1807
1807 John Conklin, of Lumberland..•.................. 1808
1810 do of Bethel. 1812
1812 Elnathan Sears, of Mamakating 1814
1814 Daniel Clark, of Thompson 1815
1815 Darius Martin, of Liberty 1816
1816 William Parks, of Neversink 1817
1817 John Conklin, of Bethel 1818
1818 Samuel Smith, of Mamakating (?)......•.....•..... 1819
1819 Daniel Clark, of Thompson 1820
1821 William Gillespie, of Bethel. 1822
1822 William A. Stokes, of Thompson 1823
1823 John Lindsley, of Bethel 1824
1824 Peter Miller, of Mamakating 1825
1825 John Hall, jr., of Neversink 1826
1826 ~oIllas Cra~, of Liberty 1827
1827 Hiram Bennett, of Thompson. . . . . . . . . 1828
1828 Alpheus Dimmick, of Mamakatin~ 1829
1829 J olin Lindsley, of Bethel : 1830
1830 Herman M. Hardenbergh, of Fallsburgh" 1830
1831 James C. Curtis, of Cochecton 1832
1832 Hiram Bennett, of Thompson 1833
1833 James C. Curtis, of Cochecton 1834
1834 Anthony. Hasbrouck, of Fallsburgh. . . . . . . .. . 1835
1835 James Eldred, of Lumberland 1836
1836 Samuel G. Dimmick, of Mamakating 1837
1837 George S. Joscelyn, of Rockland 1838
1838 John H. Bowers, of Thompson 1839

• Died during seaaiOD ot 1830.
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JlEMDERS 02 ASSEMDLY-CONTINUED.
~m ~

18:~3 "~illinm F. Droc1hea(l, of Forestburgh 1840
181.0 Daniel n. St. John, of Thoiupson 1841
18 u 'Yilli:l111 F. llrodhea<1, of FurestLul'f;h 1842
1~ t~ r,LLtthew Drown, of Bethel 1843
lS·Ja Jona.than Stratton, of Thompson 1844
1844 A.TWlS Y. Grant, of Neversink 1845
184;") Hurvey R. Morris, of M:llllaku.ting 1846
IS!6 Iliehurd Oliver, of Fullsburgh 1847
lR!7 William B. Wright, of Thoiupson" 181:7
1R4S James F. Bush, of Liberty 1851
1851 Jonathan Stratton, of Thompson 1852
lR;,}2 Elisha P. Strong, of Falh>\'urgh 18.')3
18;")3 James I{. Ga.rdner, of Highland 18;")4
18:)4 Amos Y. Sheeley, of Rockland 1855
18,35 'Villialu H. Buckley, of Liberty 1857
1857 David B. Luckey, of Mamukutiug lk58
18;')8 Asn Hod~e, of Neversink . . . . . .. . 1859
lEE)!) Gideon E. Bushnell, of Neversink IH60
l'RGO Abram 'V. Decker, of LUll)berland 1861
18.,1 S. St. J. Gardner, of Highland 1862
1862 Benjamin L. Ludington, of Thompson lH63
18H3 'Villiuln Gillespie, jr., of Bethel , .. 1864
186-1 James Matthews, of Thompson 1866
1866 Alfred J. Baldwin, of Thompson 1867
18H7 David G. Starr.t of Thompson IH69
1869 J. L. Lnrnoree, of Neversiuk 1870
1870 Frank Buckley, of Fremont 1872
1872 George M. Beebe, of Thompson 1873

SHERIFFS OF SliLLIVAN COt'~TY.

Uriah Lockwood ....'..ppoiutcd -Tnne l,lR09
John ROOScl,....................... " ?\I are 5, 1810
Uriah Lockwood................... " Feb, 5, 1811
John Roosa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 1\1are IB, 1813
David Hammond. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U }\j are 6, IRIS
EJnatLan ~f~ars.................... " :r·ILn·. 2, 1819
Mahar 'V. Hortoll. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " l~('l,. 14, 1821

do do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Ele(~ted ::\()v. 1822
David Hammond. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " .Kov. 1825
Richard D. Chiltls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Kov. 1828
Mahar ,Yo Horton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov, 1831

• It.-signcd in July, 1~·t7.

t lli4..'Cted December 18, l~:JGJ to fill vacancy or Baldwin, deceased,
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Joseph Grant .
John G. Childs .
F(~lix Kelley .
William Gumaer .
Neal Benson .
J ames S. 'yells .
Jolm C. Hollev .
Ares B. Lerov .
'Villb.ln H. Curtis .
n . . W TIT·enJnrnln . H Inner .
Clark Eaton..... .
Benjamin 'V. 'Villner .
Jcunes D. Decker .
Benjamin 'V. 'Yinner .

Elected Nov.
c, :Xov.
" XOY.
" Xov.
" ,-

.1' aY.

" :!\OY.

" Nov.
" ~OY.

" Nov.
" Nov.
" Nov.
" :Xov.
" Nov.
" Nov.

1&l~

18:17
1840
1H·!:~

180ft)
lR4H
lR5~

18;3(-
185S
18Hl
1864
1867
1870
1873

COUNTY CL.EllKS OF SFLLIVA..~.

John P. Jones Appointed June 1,1809
David Reed....................... " 1'1 are 5, 1810
John P. Jones ... 0 •••• 0 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • " Feb. 5, 1811
David R-eed.. 0 ••••• 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 • • • • • • " i\Iar. 1~, 181H
John P. Jones 0 ••••••••••••• 0 • • • • • • cc Feb. 13, 1815

do do .. 0 ••••••••••• 0 • • • • •• Elected Nov. 1822
James Lockwood ..... 0 ••• 00. •••• •• • " Nov. 1825
Amos Holmes .. 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • " Nov. 1828
Jesse ~I. Foster 0 • 0 ••••••• 0 • • • " Nov. 1-631
'Villiam E. Cady 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • " Nov. 1834
Darius Martin 0 eo 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • " NOV. 1~37
Hervy 'V. Howell.................. " Nov. 1840

do do. . . . .. . ... 0 • • • • • • cc Nov. 1843-
Matthew Decker 0 • • • • • • • • • • • " Nov. 1846
Gad Wales........................ " Nov. 1849
Philander 'Varing*......... " Nov. 1852
William J. Groo Appointed to fill vacancy
James Lo.Stewart.................. Elected Nov. 1854
William Rill 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • " Nov. 1857
John D. O'Neill. . .... . .. .... " Nov. 1860
Henry R. Osborn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 1863
Charles L. l\Iorris. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 1866
Friend 'V. Johnston... . . . . .. . . .. . . . " Nov. 1869

do do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " Nov. 1872

• Died in office.
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REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGBESS.

Until 1812, Ulster, Greene sad Sullivan eomposed the 5th
Congressional district; from 1812 to 1842 Sullivan and Ulster
were the 7th; from 1842 to 1851, Orange and Sullivan were the
9th; from 1851 to 1861, the 10th; and from 1861 the 11th
dismal The following residents of this county have been
members of the lower House of Congress:

Prom To
Samuel R. Betts, Bloomingburgh.•.•••.••......1815 1817
Lemuel Jenkins, do . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .1823 1825
George O. Belden. Monticello ....•............. 1827 1829
Charles Bodle, Bloomingburgh...••.••••••..... 1833 1835
Rufus Palen, Fallsburgh ...........••.••...... 1839 1841
Archibald C. Niven, Monticello ......•......... 1845 1847
Daniel B. St. John, do 1847 1849
Charles H. Van Wyck, Bloomingburgh 1859 1863

do do do 1867 1871

CBAIRME..'i OF THE BOARD OJ' SUPERVISORS.
~~ ~

1809 Da.vid Milliken, Mamakating..•••.................1810
1810 John Conklin, Bethel 1817
1817 Darius M&rtin, Liberty .................••.. ~ 1819
1819 John Lindslev, Bethel. 1829
1829 Herman M. Hardenbergh, Fallsburgh.......•...... 1830
1830 Josiah C. Hook, Bethel .................•••......1835
1835 J a.mes C. Curtis, Cochecton. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . .1843
1843 Joseph Young,Libe~ 1844
1B44 Matthew Brown, Bethel 1845
1845 Charles S. Woodward, Lumberland ............•...1846
1846 James F. Bush, Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 1847
1847 Charles S. Woodward, Lumberland .......•........1850
1850 George G. DeWitt, Callicoon 1~51

1851 1teubenFrase~ Bethel 1853
1853 Charles S. Woodward, Lumberland and Tusten 1855
1855 Aaron Fraser, Callicoon 1856
1856 Osmer B. Wheeler, Forestburgh ;, 1857
1857 John R. Kilbourne, Liberty, , .. 1858
1858 Daniel M. Brodhead, Bethel 1859
1859 Robert Y. Grant, Liberty 1860
1860 Nathan C. Clark, Neversink '.1861
1861 James D. Decker, Lumberland ...............•....1862
1862 John C. Holley, Thompson,.... . . . . . . ...•....•...1864
1864 lJillings<lrant, Idbe~ ..................•.......1865
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CHAffiHEN OF THE BOARD OF 8UPEBVISOBS-CONTINUED
From To
1865 James D. Decker, Lumberland 1871
1871 H. M. Edsall, Mamakating 1872
1872 George E. Knapp, Cochecton 1873

CLERKS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.
From To
1809 Livingston Billings, Thompson......•............. 1824
1824 Peter F. Hunn, do 1828
1828 Darius Martin, Liberty 1832
1832 Peter F. Hunn, Thompson 1835
1835 Seth W. Brownson, Thompson 1837
1837 John F. Avery, Cochecton 1839
1839 Billings Grant, Liberty 1841
1841 Henry Martin, do . . . . . . . . . . . . 1843
1843 Billings Grant, do 1844
1844 Hiram Dales, Thompson 184.=i
1845 William B. Wright, Thompson 1846
1846 Jonathan O. Dunning, Mamakntin~ 1847
1847 lteuben Fraser, Bethel 1848
1848 James T. Martin, Liberty....... 1849
1849 James E. Quinlan, Thompson 1852
1852 Herov 'V. Howell, do 1853
1853 Billings Grant, Liberty 1855
1855 A. Grant Childs, Neversink 1856
1856 Melvin S. Wells, ThomJ?son 1857
1857 William M. Ratcliff, LIberty 1858
1858 Benjamin L. Ludington, Thompson 1859
1859 Stephen C. Agnew, do 1862
1862 David G. Starr, do 1867
1867 William B. Niven, do .......•........ 1871
1871 J. M. Maybee, do 1872
1872 Charles Ennis, Mamakating 1873

MISCELL.'NEOUS.

1820, David Hammond, of Monticello, was a Presidential Elector;
~24, Samuel Smith, of Bloomingburgh, do
1828, John E. Russell, of Monticello, do
1856, John P. Jones, . do do
1820, Daniel Clark, of Thompson, was a member of the Costitu

tional Converition ;
1846, William B. Wright, of Thompson, do do do
1861} C. V. R. Ludington, do do do do

Gideon Wales, of Cochecton, do do do
18«, Archibald C. Niven, of Monticello, Adjutant-general.
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lIISCELLANEOU&-COh"TINUED.

1843, Thornton M. Niven, of Bloomingburgh, was State Prison
. Inspector.

1848, Alfred B. Street, of Monticello, State Librarian.
1851, Da.niel B. St. John, do Superintendent of the

Banking Department.
1841, William B. Wright, of Monticello, Justice of the Supreme

Court.

CoUNTY SUPERINTE~D~"T8OF ScHOOLS.-John W. Myers, of
Monticello; John D. 'Vatkins, of Liberty; Chauncey 1\1. Law
rence, of Grahamsville.

ScHOOL COMMIS8IONERS.-.A.• Grant Childs, Richard L. Divine,
Hiram B. Eller, Edwin Darhee, Benjamin Reyncl Is, Albert
Stage, Reuben K. Scudder, Charles Barnum, Isaac Jelliff,

TA~ERS .A~D T~~XI~G.

Pounds of sole-leather manufactured in Sullivan county during'
the yea.r ending J Ulle 33, 18G5; its value, and the auiount of
United States tax paid on it.

Names.

Wales, Gad~ & Co.,
Wheeler, O. B.,
Gilman, W.,
Wales, Gideon,
Hammond, S., & Son
Morss Medad, ,

" "
" "

Mile.q & l\liles,
Clark, l~...A., & Co.,
Horton, I~ll~tpp & Co.,
Babcock, J.J. B.,
Buckley & Lnphum,
Buckley, It l).~ c.t Son,
Utter &, Pnieu,
Babcock, A. :E.,
Inderlied, F .•J., &. Co.,
Horton, Clements & Co.,
Cochrane (~ Appley,
Hoyt Brothers,
Inderlied, Henry,
Young & Crary,
Paleus & Flagler,

Pounds,

22i),815
121,711
246·252,
i303,U38
826,:l~0

324,866
341,239
200,849
~8,5:'>'7

600,051
247,309
184,32!l
207795,
312.2:)2
161212,
149,367
107,584:
2S6,3U3
10J,O:,8
265,tiS:i
12413,

146,665
464,757

Value.

$67,7U3
4~,437

63,730
97,ti96

27U,778
1026U9,
100,45a

66,3.0
27,7~4

2'4;J,4Gl
74,811
62,517
75,57~

80,ti37
54,806
57,987
31,4G~)

71,4UO
29,372
92,(j88

3,2BS
47,528

149,13a

Tax.

$3,5H8.25
2,~24.43

3,379.54
5,OG3.94

14,:345.06
5,316.81
... 9-7 78eJ,_:) •

3,442.88
1,:389.20

12,3GG.GO
3,SOS.4il
3,~38.:)2

3,H33.32
4,~12.93

2,865.06
2,941.55
2,GnH.HO
4,:$00.27
1,508.09
4,897.87

193.63
2,70·1.52
8,59u.88
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!'ANNERS AND TANNERIES-CONTINUJm.

Namel. Pounds. VBJue. 'l'a~.

Snyder & Bushnell, 326,792 $94,431 $1,569.12
Palen & Co., 373,299 112,422 5,853.65
Castle, Philip A., 87,654 41,508 2,072.44
Gildersleeve, J. & N., 103,198 32,961 1,649.liO
Stevens, D. T., 157,979 42,810 2,299.92
Johnston, John, 74,196 22,530 1,090.53
Ham mond, Stoddard, 199,032 65,265 3,:-350.49
Grant, O. B., 189,lHO 31,877 3,032.45
Dutcher & Decker, 110,!)29 3(),266 1,901.85
'V. Kiersted & Co., 513,405 161,104 8,271.06
Fobes, Edwin, 192,147 59,504 3,052.51
Snyder, John R., 25,:')97 14,220 77:3.60
Kuykendall & Knapp, 61,511 27,079 1,:;6D.73
Denniston, G. 'V., 68,411 2S,310 1,650.89
Bowers & Morris, 6,914 3,107 170.41
Dietz, G. F., 29,879 11,346 599.91

-----
Total, 8,567,872 $2,609,289 $142,893.92

CONCLUSIOY OF THIS VOLUME.

The printer of this volume is so well pleased with its contents,
that he has asked us to supplement it with a work to be
entitled "ADDE~DA rto THE HISTORY OF SULLIVAN COUN1"Y."
We have already prepared about two hundred manuscript pages
for the new volume, and have material for about fifty more. In
these pages the following subjects are considered:

"T'aiented Lands qf Sullivan," embracing an account of
Captain John Evans and his lordship and manor of Fletclierdon ;
the Indian Deeds and Royal Patents for the Minisink and
Hardenbergh patents; the Partition of 1749, eto., with sketches
of Robert Livingston and other large landholders, etc.

"The NewlJnrgh awl Oochecton Turnpike:" Organization of
the conlpany; construction of the road; anecdotes of prominent
individuals connected with the work; staging, etc.

"Slaves and Slave-oumers 0/ Sullivan," with several amusing
accounts of Africans who were held in bondage in our connty,
(among others, of the manner in which Samuel F. Jones plowed
a newly cleared lot in Monticello, with a spiked team, composed
of a negro and a yoke of oxen).
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" Neversink Navigation Oompany:" A history of the efForts of
Otto William Van Tuyl and others to render the Neversink
navigable from 1816 to 1830; proving that a golden egg may
contain a very inferior chicken.

ee The Newspapers Qf Sullivan," from the establishment of the
Sullivan Whiq, in Bloomingburgh, in December, 1820, to the
present time.

"Rafting:" The lumbermen of the Delaware and its tribu
taries; great floods, etc.

".A History of the Temperance Reform in Su71ivan," with a
circumstantial account of the rise and fall of total abstinence.

ee Hunting Adveniures cf Willia.m Woodard, David and Ja'I'fW
Overton, Peter Stewart, Joshua P. Kinch and their Oompanions,"
(a very amusing chapter).

For this new volume, we solicit from any and every one in
formation similar to that which is found between the covers of
this book. If the reader believes that we have thus far omitted
important facts, he will confer a favor ~ting for us a full
statement of what is lacking, and forwar . a it to us by mail or
otherwise. The material thus furnished . not be lost; for, if
from any cause we should not consummate our present design,
we will cause our new material to be plaeed in the hands of
.another and perhaps better historian.

THE END.

Addenda.-Egbert A. Clark, of Jeft'ersonville, was chosen a
Presidential Elector in 1868,and Arthur C. Butts Special County
Judge in 1872.
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Guitars, Violins, Concertinas, Accordeons, German and
French Flutinas, F'Iutes, Fifes, &c. Violin Strings,

Best quality. A v8.Jiety of Piano
Stools and Covers.

Instruction Books for all ~rusical Instrumenu.

A large Aesort:ment of Sheet K1.1Sio.
I ern ploy a competent mall to Tune and Hepair Pianos, Organs, lie

Iodeons, Accor<1eon~, &c-., LJ the year. I will send him to any part of
Orange, tullh-an, Ulster 01' Si.ssex Counties on application. Charge.
moderate, I tlnnk he will suit you.

A. B. DEMING,
NO.6 NORTH ST., MIDDLETOWN.

Opposite Erie Bailroad Depot,.l..l(eio",.~ ... T.
6. w. P;fIJkMEB. PftO'fiI8'D.,.

Sta2etJ Connect with all Trains.

Special attention paid to Commercial Travelers. Also, a Deat lample
room bas been fitted up for Agents.



w. T. MORGANS & CO.,
STEAM POwER

BOOK, NEWSPAPER AND JOB PRINTERS,
Stereotypers & Stationers,

s-cn.z.. co., N.T.

Is published every Friday morning, is an eight-column paper,
contains all the home and local items of interest and the gen
eral news of the day up to Thursday afternoon. Is within the
reach of every family in the county, the subscription price being
only $1.fiO per year in advance. Although independent and un
biased by any political organization our columns are open to
political discussion, ,?/'O and con. As a local sheet, we intend to
make the REGISTER par excellence the paper of the county, and
no pains will be spared to further this end. In the matter of
General News we mtend the columns of the paper shall be fresh
and contain a complete compendium up to the latest moment of
going to press. In fact in all matters interesting to our patrons,
the REGISTER will be the Progressive Paper of the county, and
one in which the welfare of our people will be its first aim and
object.

O~ ~.~~i..C r.,o&li.t£••
Have been grea.tly increased, and without boasting, we may now claim one of the

ftneat and best equipped offices on the line of the Midland. Steam Power, fast and
ftrst class Presses, and Improved Labor-Saving Machinery of various kinds, enable u.
to compete successfully With the best appointed offices in the eeuntry, Being fully
prepared to do Book Work, we make this one of our specialties, and furnish estimates
and do the work at figures that defy competition. Having added in connection with
our other improvements, a Stereotype Foundry, we have all the advantages on large
jobs and can make our figures accordingly, while through our tra.de as stationers we
secure the very Lowest Prices for our customers on a.ll stock used, and are a.t a.ll time.
prepared to furnish work at the very shortest notice. As heretofore tho interests of
our customers are always considered, and orders by mail will receive as strict atten
tion and will in all cases be done in a first-class manner, and at as close figures as if
ordered in person. Posters and Letter-Press Printing of every description in German
(Jr English, attended to as usual, and the reputation the office has already attained,
for ~ood work, guarantees to 01H" patrons that, with our increased facilities, we will
DO~ be outdone. Thankful for past patronage we hope by strict business integrity to
m~i & continuance of the confidence of the public.

~ILLIAl\-i T. MORGANS & CO.



£11I/lIIT'T

l'lllM ILlBlBG .•t
~. ~rt C1a.·S.~, $»~o»d.t_,

Sill, BUlh, Doorl II~ MOIUi;gl.
Having fitted up the shop with the necessary lathes, planes, and machinery cat

overy description, I am prepared to fill all orders in this bra.nch of the buaine...

Scroll and Straight Sawing. Turning, &~I

DONE AT THE SHORTEST NOTICI!.

Flooring and ceiling planed and ma.tched a.t reuonable rates, and Dla~rial

furnished when desired. I shall &8 heretofore continue

CARPENTERING AND
I

___-------------L
BUILDING, I_

I
&nd will give my especial attention to those requiring

ARcmTECTURAL DESIGNS, PLANS

AND SPECIFIOATIONS.

Contracts ta.ken, and buildings finished complete from cellar to garre'. In fact,
work in

( am prepared to execute at the most reaeoneble rates, and in the very belt maDDer.

J. J. CLASIER, Liberty, N. Y.



C. EMMET CRAWFORD,
(SucceS80r to HIRAM BRINK,)

DE.'LER IN ALL KINDS OF

FURNITURE, WALL PAPER,
__1.:.t3a..~., .·.4. '" e•••'ac.

PABLOB ~ :BED BO OK SlaTS
OF THE LA.TEST STYLE.

~~~_o Friltt03. MJQ;WJ~dJ~rm~ If!IJ~ MJtffrO".
ALL STYLES.

BED LOUNGES A SPECIALTY.
:.-... All Good» Dettvered (tt tlce Old Stand of H. Brink,

No. 46 NORTH ST,
Opposite Empire Block. MIDDLETOWN, N. y~

Aa.8~a(o.c • ~TO.,
Dealers in Every Description of

FOREIGN &DOMESTIC HARDWARE,
CUTLERY, BUILDERS' & HOUSEKEEPERS' GOODS,

COOE AND PABLOB STO~

~ i r: ~
~~~ ~ ~
~:~ ~8~
as.H ~O~
~~~ ~~~
Z~~ a~~
~ : I) ~ ~ ~
~ c I'fJ 1---4
oo~~ 0 ~

~ 0 ~ ~
Of the Latest aua _lCo."It ..:1p]W()-ved Patterns Iu. tue Markee

alu.:aytJ Oil, tucud; and at lOIU pI·ices. Cflll and See us.

SIGN "OLD FOUNDRY BUILDING,"
MIDDLETOWN, ORANCE CO., N. Y.



GILDERSLEEVE & BRIDGES,
DEALERS IN

DRY GOODS & GROCERIES,
BOOTS &, SHOES, HATS &, CAPS,

CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, PROVISIONS, &c.
With .. One Price" as our Motto. and a strict attentlGn to business.....e are resolved to merit

the con1ldence of our patrons. AI GILDERSLEEYE l
Libert,.. N. Y. J. BRIDGES. f

~.
1'. EDl\{O~.b&

PR..\.CTICAL -"

Carpenter a Builder,
LIB E R T Y, N. Y.

Plans and Specifications furnished and Contracts taken for buildings of
every description. All materials furnished when desired.

J. O. DE GROFF,
CO:N T RAe T o R

CARPENTER Al,I) BIJILDER,
ALSO MAYUFACTU'RER AND DEAJ.:Elt I~

HARDWOOD, HE~'II--40CI{, PINE .i\ND

B.i\SSWOOD LU~'ln~~R

of every description. Carpenter work done in thf' vr-rybest manner, and at reasonable
rates. Special attention give-n to

CONTRACT vVORI~

()f every description, All materials furnished and buildinzs finished complete whon
desired.

LmERTY, SULLo CO., N. Y. .J. O. DE GROFF.



JOHN CASKEY,

IYIIB8B4112t W41Z08,
67 Pike Street, Port Jervis, N. Y.

ALSO DEALER IN

CLOTHS, CASSIMERES AND VESTINGS. GENTS' FURNISHING
GOODS, &c. CUTTING DONE AT SHORT NOTICE.

~t7e%•••aT,
LIBERTY, N. Y.,

.8~~8.,

8.

'U.NITI/88
AND

U:n.der"taker.
¥ir Every description of common and costly furniture, bed-room and parlor sets,

ese.• consta.ntly kept in stock or furnished at th., shortest notice.
S- ~peclal attention given to undertaking. Caskets, cases, and burial robes pro

vided of every description and in the belt taste,
An honest and fa.ir compensation is all that is demanded.

County Hardware Store.
rD ...

~ ~%
~ ~ ...
;a

1ft 0"x !
o z
c <10(I) -... ..
• •I!jr

A general stock of American and Imported Hardware, Agricultural Implements, Builders'
Hardware, Mechanics' Tools, House Furnishing Goods, Iron,

Steel, Naila, Horseshoes, Horae Nails,

~OOfllk~Um~mOW3, fOOdl e:UlUora3 Water ~rawo~.
BUCKEYE MOWING MACHINE,

Taylor'S St~l-toothRake, Wheeler's Threshing Machine. Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Hachine,
A full line of Base Heating and Hot Draft Parlor and Cook Stoves, including the

MODERN VULCAN. ARCAND BASE BURNER,
NOVELTY PARLOR OVEN,

au of which have the CIlDkerle•• Grate. Thankful for large and i~re&8ing patronage, th.
underaighed will.till keep prices ten to twenty per cent. lower thaD

any house in the county. All goods as represented.
JOI~NF. TYMESON.



REPUBLICAN WATCHMAN.
ESTABLISHED ~82~.

The oldest, largest and most widely circulated
Journal in Sullivan County. Published

at Monticello, Sullivan
County, N. Y.

TER}IS: t2.00 a Year in AdvaDce.

ADVERTISING R.&TE8:-One inch apace 1 week, $1.00; 2 weeks, '1.50;
1 month, $2.50; S months, ".00 j 6 months, $5.00; 1 year, $8.00. Two incbe. 1 week,
$1.50; ~ weekI, 12.25; 1 month, $3.50; S months, $5.50; 6 months, $8.00; 1 year,
$1.2.00. Quarter column 1 week, $5.00; 1 month, $8.00; S monthe, 112.00; 6 monUll,
$16.00: l'ld&r, $25.00. Half column 1 wetsk, $7.00; 1 month, $12.00; S monthe, $16.00;
6 montha, $25.00; 1 year, $45.00. One column 1 week, $12.00; 1 month, $18.00;
S montha, $27.00; 6 month., $50.00; 1 year, $90.00. Leg&! Doueea at the rate. e.~b
liahed by law.

PabUeatloD Da1',

GEORGE M. BEEBE, Proprietor.

GENER&L

liFE INSURANCE tiGErtT.
L:l:DJl:BTT,

Sullivan County, New York.



J. :D. CZ.JDKZNTS,
Dealer In

STOVES, HEATERS, RANGES, ETC.
JLUUFAOTUREB. 01' Agent Cor

Tin, Sheet Iron AVERILL'S

AND CHEMICAL PAIIT.
COPPERWARE. SOLD

Special attention1)"-/(1 By the Gallon Only,
to

I4'R.Ol\X

100FING and rLVKDIHGt 1to 45 Gallons.

REPAIRJNO PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

Liberty Street, LIBERTY, N. Y.

2)*7ft(08%~

MARBLE AID GRAIITE W~R!~,
ALEX. WALLING, Proprietor.

DEPOSIT, BROOME CO., N. Y.

Monuments, Headstones, and Tablets!
OF E"ln~Y VARIETY OF

Foreign and Domestic Marble and Granite.
Cemetery Fences either in Granite. ~rarble or Iron fnrnisbpd when desired. The rcputatioll

thia firm has earned. and the Iarge trade already secured in Sullivan and the :ldjoining couuUe••
enables them to compete ~cceBfiful1ywith all opposition.



w. M. KILBOURNE,
General

1~RSURAICE IiGEIT, [
L:l.ber-ty" Palls, ~.. YO.

Does general insuring in all its branches. Good, sound Companies and
the lowest possible Rates. 'J

~ Special attention given to farm properf.yand detached residences.

~ IGlOO' 10••18110111, J
8·4 c·.... D'.t.f

811114••• CO"••ty$
Post-office address, - - • LIBERTY, N. Y.

Glial,. '.1. L\ldiqtea,

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR
AT LA~,

Mooti.coello, II. T.

ARTHUR C. BUTTS,

tlUofney and louRselor at law,
•••t£o·.ll,., • $ T.

Special County Judge and Surrogate.



u. B. MEBSITER,
Ub~, Sull., Co. N. T.

DEALER IN

IB! GOODS lID SIOCIIII8,
Pa;te:n"t :a4:ed101:nes,

Glass, Puffy, Paints} Oils, Varnishes, Dye Stuffs,
CROCKERY,

DBUGS & BBBIC....,
....07 ••• ~.!l.t~tf.<oI••f

BOOTS AND SHOES, HATS AND CAPS,
And all other Goocs usually kept in a Country Store. Country Produce

taken in exchange for Goods. Prices close to the market. We aim to
study the Interests of our patrons.

J. L. EVANS,
DEALER IN

STOVES:.
TIN .A.ND

HARD"W"ARE.,
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